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Christ  Severson,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  having  been  born  in  a  log  house  on  the 
farm  of  his  parents,  John  and  Mary  Severson.  Nov.  17.  1868.  The  parents 
were  born  in  Norway,  but  were  married  in  Wisconsin,  and  located  in  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  about  1857,  John  Severson  taking  160  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  6,  Modena  township.  There  he  built  a  log  house  in  which  his  son, 
Christ,  was  afterwards  born.  His  early  farming  operations  were  carried 
on  with  the  aid  of  an  ox  team  and  he  and  his  wife  went  through  most  of  the 
experiences  common  to  the  pioneer  settlers,  taking  produce  to  market  on 
his  back  and  bringing  home  supplies  in  the  same  manner.  His  wife  died 
when  the  subject  of  his  sketch  was  quite  young,  but  he  survived  her  many 
years,  and  died  at  Urnes  Corners,  at  the  age  of  75.  They  were  members 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  in  Church  valley,  which  he  helped  to 
build.  Of  their  five  children,  Christ  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He 
attended  the  district  school  and  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  where  he 
began  industrial  life,  at  the  age  of  15,  commencing  to  work  out.  When  he 
was  28  years  old  he  married  Anna  Olson,  daughter  of  Ole  Olson,  of  Modena 
township,  and  began  farming  independently  on  160  acres  of  land  in  section 
28,  Modena  township,  where  he  is  now  located.  The  place  was  slightly 
improved  and  had  an  old  log  building  on  it,  which  he  has  since  replaced 
as  a  residence  with  a  nice  brick  house  of  ten  rooms  and  closets.  He  has 
also  built  a  barn,  60  by  36  feet  in  size,  together  with  other  necessary  struc¬ 
tures,  and  has  bought  ten  acres  more  land.  In  1918  he  erected  a  horse 
barn,  60  by  20  feet,  and  a  silo,  30  by  12  feet.  He  also  operates  a  silo  filler 
with  a  6-horsepower  gas  engine.  The  farm  is  stocked  with  a  good  grade 
of  Durham  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs,  and  horses  and  is  yielding  satisfac¬ 
tory  returns  for  the  money  and  labor  invested  in  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Severson 
have  two  children.  Myrtle  and  Ella.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 

Emil  Farner,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Waumandee  township, 
Buffalo  county,  whose  residence  is  in  section  21,  is  also  promnient  in  gov¬ 
ernmental  affairs,  being  at  the  present  time  a  supervisor  on  the  town 
board.  He  was  born  in  Waumandee  township,  Dec.  25,  1871,  son  of  John 
and  Paulina  (Ganz)  Farner.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Switzerland  and 
came  to  America  in  1857.  They  had  13  children:  Emma,  John,  Emil, 
Rosina,  Eliza,  Alvina,  William,  Amelia,  Henry,  John,  Jr.,  Louisa,  Albert, 
and  Paulina.  John  died  at  the  age  of  14  years ;  Rosina,  at  the  age  of  four, 
and  Paulina,  in  infancy.  The  others  are  now  living,  as  also  are  the  par¬ 
ents,  the  latter  being  residents  of  Cochrane  Village.  Emil  Farner,  in  his 
youthful  days,  attended  public  school,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm. 
After  arriving  at  the  age  of  20,  he  worked  out  for  about  six  years,  after 
which  he  rented  a  farm  in  Waumandee  township,  and  operated  it  for  six 
years.  In  1903  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  which 
contains  about  573 */>  acres,  250  of  which  are  cleared.  Mr.  Farner  is  en¬ 
gaged  mainly  in  dairying  and  hog  raising,  though  he  also  does  general 
farming.  In  1912  he  built  a  barn,  36  by  120  feet  in  size,  with  a  stone  base¬ 
ment,  and  his  other  buildings  are  all  in  good  condition  and  adequate  to. 
all  the  purposes  of  modern  farming.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Red  Poll  variety. 
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of  which  he  has  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Farner  is  doing  a  successful  business, 
employing  help  throughout  the  year,  and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  substantial  citizens  of  his  township.  In  addition  to  the  office  of 
supervisor,  which  he  now  holds,  he  served  four  years  as  township  treas¬ 
urer,  and  for  eight  years  has  held  the  office  of  school  director.  Mr.  Farner 
was  married,  Feb.  23,  1897,  to  Clara  Hohmann,  who  was  born  in  Wauman- 
dee  township,  Nov.  22,  1872,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Wilhelmina  (Kirch- 
ner)  Hohmann.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  namely: 
William,  Otto,  Adolph,  Albert,  Robert,  Henry,  Clara,  Edward,  Lillie, 
Charles,  Ann  and  Alvin.  Of  these  children,  Adolph,  Henry,  Charles  and 
Ann  are  now  deceased,  as  also  is  Charles,  the  father.  The  latter,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  there  learned  the  trade  of  baker,  but  after  coming 
to  America  engaged  in  farming  in  Waumandee  township.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1902,  twelve  years  after  his  retirement  from  active  work.  His 
wife  is  now  residing  at  Fountain  City,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farner 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Raymond,  born  March  19,  1898;  Earl, 
born  Feb.  27,  1904,  and  Roy,  born  July  9,  1905.  The  two  latter  are  attend¬ 
ing  school.  Raymond,  who  is  single,  also  resides  on  the  home  farm. 

Otto  Serum,  who  has  built  up  a  good  farm  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  which  he  now  is  operating  successfully,  was  born  in  Norway, 
March  1,  1864,  son  of  Ole  and  Agnes  Serum.  The  parents  spent  their 
lives  in  their  native  land  of  Norway.  Of  their  six  children,  Otto,  Ole,  Nels, 
Christina,  Anna  and  Herman,  all  came  to  the  United  States,  except  Ole 
and  Nels.  Otto,  who  had  learned  the  trade  of  tailor,  came  to  this  country 
in  April,  1884,  locating  in  Norwegian  valley,  Nelson  township,  Buffalo 
county.  He  was  unable  at  the  time  to  speak  a  word  of  English,  but  began 
working  for  farmers,  and  at  the  same  time  applied  himself  to  learn  the 
language,  in  which  he  made  quick  progress.  He  had  borrowed  money  to 
pay  for  his  passage  to  the  United  States,  and  this  he  paid  back  as  soon  as 
possible,  afterwards  saving  a  part  of  his  earnings  with  the  view  of  becom¬ 
ing  an  independent  farmer.  At  last  the  day  arrived  when  he  found  him¬ 
self  able  to  realize  his  ambition,  and  also  to  assume  domestic  responsi¬ 
bilities  by  marrying  Louisa  Thompson,  who  was  born  on  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  a  daughter  of  Ole  Thompson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  locality.  Mr.  Serum  first  rented  this  farm,  containing  150  acres,  and 
afterwards  purchased  it.  He  has  improved  the  house  and  built  a  barn  of 
hexagon  shape,  54  feet  from  one  corner  to  the  opposite  corner,  and  is  rais¬ 
ing  a  good  grade  of  stock.  He  has  also  beautified  his  place  by  setting  out 
some  nice  pine  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  fine 
farm.  A  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  he  has  served  on  its  official 
board.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  three — two 
sons  named  Carl,  and  Olof,  a  daughter— are  now  deceased.  The  living  are: 
Anga,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Lundgren,  of  Minneapolis;  Oscar,  Cora, 
Olga,  Edwin,  Minerva,  Sylvia  and  Mildred.  Anga  taught  school  for  seven 
years,  and  Cora  and  Olga  have  also  been  teachers. 

Louis  C.  Serum,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Modena,  Buffalo  county, 
after  a  mercantile  career  of  many  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  31, 
1842,  son  of  Christ  F.  and  Anna  Serum,  the  family  name  at  that  time. 
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however,  being  spelled  “Sorum.”  In  1861  the  family,  consisting  of  father 
and  mother,  and  four  children — Louis  C.,  Ole,  Nels  and  Mary — embarked 
on  board  a  vessel  at  Bergen,  Norway,  and  four  weeks  and  five  days  later 
were  landed  at  Montreal,  Canada.  From  there  they  proceeded  by  canal 
boat  to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  thence  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  from  the  latter  place 
to  Chicago,  then  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  finally  up  the  Mississippi 
river  to  Alma,  Buffalo  county.  On  this  long  trip  they  saw  some  beautiful 
scenery  and  many  interesting  places,  but  their  main  object  was  to  find 
a  place  where  they  might  build  a  home,  and  this  they  found  in  Norwegian 
valley,  Nelson  township,  this  county,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract  of 
40  acres  of  land.  On  this  he  built  a  log  house  and  began  the  work  of 
improvement  with  an  ox  team.  His  stock  also  included  a  single  cow.  There 
he  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  making  progress  on  his  farm  until  death 
called  him  from  his  labors.  His  wife,  thus  left  a  widow,  lived  until  1894, 
when  she  died  in  Church  valley,  Modena  township.  Louis  C.  Serum  was 
about  19  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  Buffalo  county.  For  some  time 
he  worked  on  various  farms,  but  at  last  his  industrial  activities  took  a  new 
direction  and  he  became  clerk  in  the  store  at  the  old  Farmers’  Home  in  town 
of  Nelson.  After  being  thus  employed  for  a  while  and  getting  an  insight 
into  business  methods,  he  went  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  where  he  found  employ¬ 
ment  in  a  store,  and  afterwards  conducted  one  of  his  own.  About  1885 
he  returned  to  Buffalo  county,  becoming  employed  in  a  store  in  Modena 
village,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided,  having  been  retired  from  active 
work  since  1901.  For  twelve  years  and  seven  months  he  was  postmaster 
of  Modena,  and  for  two  years  served  as  township  treasurer.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  and  is  a  bachelor,  having  never 
married.  During  his  mercantile  career  he  made  many  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  and  gained  a  personal  popularity  that  has  not  deserted  him. 

Nels  C.  Serum,  an  early  farmer  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
where  he  did  good  pioneer  work  in  developing  the  soil,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Feb.  23,  1848.  He  was  14  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Buffalo  county.  There  he  was  married  in 
1875,  to  Anna  Urnes,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  26,  1848,  daughter 
of  Sener  and  Ingeborg  Urnes.  She  had  come  to  America  alone  in  the  early 
sixties,  by  sailing  vessel,  landing  at  Quebec  after  a  voyage  of  three  weeks 
and  several  days.  From  there  she  proceeded  west  to  Madison,  Wis.,  from 
which  place  she  came  to  Buffalo  county.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Serum  located  on  150  acres  of  land  in  section  27,  Modena  township, 
moving  into  an  old  frame  house  which  stood  on  the  place,  and  in  which 
they  began  housekeeping  as  a  young  married  couple.  There  was  also  an 
old  log  barn  covered  with  straw,  and  they  had  a  cow.  A  few  acres  of  the 
land  had  been  cleared  and  the  first  year  Mr.  Serum  bought  a  horse  team 
and  set  resolutely  to  work  to  improve  conditions  and  develop  a  farm. 
This  was  no  easy  task,  but  was  in  time  accomplished,  Mr.  Serum  being 
assisted  in  later  years  by  his  sons.  He  also  more  than  doubled  the  size 
of  his  farm  by  the  purchase  of  160  acres  more  land,  and  built  two  barns 
and  a  granary.  As  a  prominent  citizen  of  Modena  township,  he  served  as 
township  treasurer  and  was  a  member  of  the  side  board  for  a  number 
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of  years.  In  religion  he  was  a  Lutheran.  Mr.  Serum  died  Oct.  30,  1895, 
at  the  age  of  47  years.  Though  his  life  had  not  been  prolonged  to  the 
ordinary  span,  he  had  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  useful  work  and  was 
respected  as  a  worthy  citizen,  good  neighbor  and  competent  public  official. 
Since  his  death  his  widow  and  sons  have  carried  on  the  farm  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  work  of  improvement  which  he  started.  They  have  erected 
the  present  fine  residence,  improved  the  barns,  erected  a  silo,  and  installed 
the  house  with  electric  light  and  water,  making  the  place  thoroughly  up 
to  date  and  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  of  modern  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Serum  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Christ,  who  is  now  a  farmer 
in  Modena  township;  Gertie,  wife  of  Joseph  Montague,  of  Minneapolis; 
Albert,  who  lives  in  Modena  township,  which  he  has  served  as  an  official; 
Edward,  Sever  and  Henry,  who  are  operating  the  home  farm,  and  Emma, 
married  Louis  W.  Folt,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  The  sons  are  share¬ 
holders  in  the  Bank  of  Modena,  while  Mrs.  Serum  owns  stock  in  the 
creamery  here.  The  family  is  both  prosperous  and  respected,  its  members 
being  worthy  representatives  of  the  best  agricultural  class. 

Ole  Ugulen,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  155  acres,  in  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county,  but  who  is  now  living  retired,  after  a  long  and  useful 
career  as  an  agriculturist,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  16,  1837,  son  of 
Lars  and  Anna  Ugulen.  The  other  members  of  his  parents’  family  were : 
John,  Carrie,  Susie,  Gertrude  and  Peter.  Peter,  who  came  first  to  the 
United  States,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  Ole  came  next,  in 
1866,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Ulga,  and  one  son,  Louis.  Their  first 
settlement  was  made  at  Black  Earth,  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  remained  for  a  year.  After  that  they  resided  two  years  in  Goodhue 
county,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  and  taking  65  acres  of  wild  land,  which  forms  a  part  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  in  section  11.  It  was  a  wild  tract  without  buildings,  and  his 
first  task  was  to  build  a  log  house.  Oxen  were  used  for  his  early  farming 
operations  and  for  many  years  Mr.  Ugulen  was  kept  busy  in  clearing  and 
developing  his  place,  the  size  of  which  he  increased  by  additional  pur¬ 
chases  of  land  to  155  acres.  The  present  house  and  barn  were  erected  by 
him,  the  barn  being  the  second  he  had  built,  as  the  first  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  After  a  successful  career  Mr.  Ugulen  retired,  and  turned  over  the 
management  of  the  place  to  his  son,  Louis,  who  is  now  conducting  it.  Mr. 
Ugulen  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena  creamery.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  in  Modena,  which  he  helped  to  build, 
being  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  that  enterprise.  His  first  wife,  Ulga, 
dying  in  1893,  he  subsequently  married  Bertha  Johnson,  a  native  of  Nor¬ 
way,  who  is  still  living.  They  are  people  highly  respected,  and  are  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  the  result  of  their  former  industry  and  thrift. 
Louis  Ugulen,  who  was  town  clerk  for  ten  years,  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Modena,  and  a  director  in  the  Modena  Co-operative 
Telephone  Company. 

Jens  Severson.  Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Buffalo  county,  who 
took  a  leading  part  in  advancing  the  agricultural  development  of  Modena 
township,  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Lysters  Presteg- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


519 


faeld  Dale,  Sogen,  Norway,  Dec.  11,  1836,  son  of  Sever  and  Christie  Sever¬ 
son.  The  first  members  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States 
were  Jens  and  his  brother.  Sever,  who  came  in  1857,  locating  in  Springdale, 
Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  on  May  14,  that  year.  On  April  18  Jens  and  his 
brother  Sever  came  to  Buffalo  county,  where  they  met  Erick  Alme,  Ole 
Hanson,  Jens  Horeland  and  Arne  Otteson,  all  friends  and  comrades  from 
Norway,  who  had  preceded  them  to  this  country.  Jens  and  his  brother 
soon  sent  for  the  rest  of  the  family,  the  parents  arriving  with  four  of 
their  children — Gertrude,  Christie,  Olga  and  Martha.  A  son,  Peter,  came 
later  with  his  family,  and  another  son,  Knute,  remained  in  Norway.  In 
1858  Jens  Severson  came  to  Buffalo  county  and  filed  on  a  homestead  in 
section  19,  Modena  township.  It  was  a  tract  of  80  acres  of  wild  land,  with 
no  road  in  the  vicinity.  Here  he  erected  a  log  building,  splitting  shingles 
for  the  roof.  He  was  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  an  ox  team,  and  for 
about  five  years,  besides  doing  work  on  his  own  farm,  he  broke  land  for 
others  in  association  with  Erik  Alme,  they  owning  a  breaking  team  to¬ 
gether.  Soon  after  he  had  filed  the  claim  to  his  land,  Mr.  Severson  was 
married,  Oct.  14,  1863,  to  Olena  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
and  who  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents  in  1854,  when  eight  years 
old,  the^voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel  occupying  13  weeks.  The  parents,  Thor 
and  Elizabeth  Thompson,  located  on  Center  Creek,  Nelson  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  Beginning  domestic 
life  on  his  farm  in  section  19,  Mr.  Severson  set  to  work  resolutely  to  carve 
out  his  fortune,  and  so  well  did  he  succeed  that  in  time  he  became  the 
owner  of  sixteen  40-acre  tracts  of  land,  or  640  acres  in  all.  He  also  showed 
his  enterprise  by  erecting  the  largest  farm  house  in  Buffalo  county,  and 
a  large  basement  barn.  He  also  raised  large  herds  of  cattle,  but  was 
especially  noted  as  a  successful  wheat  grower,  his  wheat  being  of  such 
good  quality  the  Wabasha  mill  paid  him  two  cents  a  bushel  more  than  it 
paid  others,  for  being  its  best  customer  on  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  river. 
Among  Mr.  Severson's  other  interests  were  those  of  a  stockholder  in  the 
Burnside  creamery.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  town  treasurer 
and  was  a  member  of  the  district  school  board  during  many  years.  He 
also  helped  to  build  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  to  which  he  was  one 
of  the  heaviest  contributors,  and  for  years  held  various  official  positions 
in  the  church.  For  44  years  Mr.  Severson  operated  his  farm  without  a 
single  vacation,  establishing  a  record  for  unremitting  industry  that  has 
rarely  been  excelled.  In  the  summer  of  1902  Mr.  Severson  took  a  trip  to 
Norway,  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  young  manhood,  return¬ 
ing  that  same  year,  his  wife  and  son,  Martin,  looking  after  the  farm  during 
his  absence.  When  he  had  left  Norway,  as  a  young  man,  they  were  just 
starting  to  build  what  are  known  there  as  the  King  highways,  and  on  his 
return  there  he  found  them  in  full  operation  and  some  of  them  being 
rebuilt.  In  1904  Mr.  Severson  sold  his  farm  to  his  son,  Martin,  with  whom 
he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside,  though  retired.  In  January,  1915, 
Mrs.  Jens  Severson  died,  at  the  age  of  68  years,  having  faithfully  done  her 
part  in  building  up  the  home.  Of  their  nine  children,  three — Christy, 
Sever  and  Elizabeth — are  now  deceased.  The  six  living  are:  Sever,  Thor 
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J.,  Christy  (second),  Elizabeth  (second),  Martin  and  Ellen.  Of  these. 
Sever  is  now  residing  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 

Thor  J.  Severson,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  citizens  of  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county,  engaged  in  operating  400  acres  of  land,  consti¬ 
tuting  the  old  homestead,  established  by  his  father,  was  born  in  the  original 
log  residence  on  this  farm,  Jan.  12,  1870,  son  of  Jens  and  Olena  (Thomp¬ 
son)  Severson.  In  his  youth  he  acquired  a  better  education  than  the 
average  farmer’s  son,  as,  after  completing  his  district  school  studies  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  academy  at  Northfield,  taking  the  English  course, 
and  later  spent  a  winter  in  the  Stevens  Point  Normal  School.  Thus 
mentally  equipped,  he  taught  school  for  two  winters  in  his  home  district, 
working  on  the  home  farm  during  the  summers.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  at  Modena,  being  sole  proprietor  of  a  general 
store  there  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  his  stock 
and  rented  the  building,  which  he  still  owns,  and  in  which  0.  E.  Hillman 
is  now  located.  Going  to  Roundup,  Mont.,  he  there  bought  a  corner  lot 
and  erected  a  store  building,  of  two  stories,  with  full  stone  basement, 
24  by  100  feet,  which  he  owned  for  three  years.  He  then  traded  his  inter¬ 
ests  there  for  the  farm  of  about  400  acres,  on  which  he  now  lives,  in 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  which  was  the  old  family  homestead, 
and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising,  breading  Shorthorn  cattle,  Percheron  horses  and  full-blooded 
Poland-China  swine.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Farmers’  State 
Bank  of  Modena,  in  which  he  is  a  shareholder,  and  he  also  holds  shares  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Nelson,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  in  the 
Modena  creamery,  of  which  latter  institution  he  has  been  treasurer  for  two 
years.  Taking  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  local  government,  he 
served  two  years  as  town  clerk  and  one  year  as  assessor.  He  has  also 
served  on  the  committee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  Mr.  Severson  was  married,  Dec.  20,  1900,  to  Soverena  Lar¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  daughter  of  Ole 
and  Gjertru  (Heltne)  Larson.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children: 
Julius,  Oscar  and  Jens,  all  living  at  home. 

Charles  William  Herman  Linse,  better  known  as  Herman  Linse,  a 
farmer  of  Modena  township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  26,  1840,  son  of 
William  and  Ida  (Keuhn)  Linse.  Coming  to  America  in  1848,  and  locating 
first  near  Milwaukee,  the  family,  after  several  removals,  and  a  residence 
of  about  ten  years  eight  miles  east  of  La  Crosse,  settled,  in  1864,  in  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county.  Herman  Linse  was  educated  chiefly  in  Germany, 
having  little  time  to  attend  school  here.  At  the  age  of  26  years  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  his  present  place.  It  consisted  of  160  acres, 
of  which  ten  acres  had  been  broken.  He  paid  $70  for  the  improvements 
made  by  the  previous  owner,  though  there  was  no  building,  and  he  had  to 
erect  a  log  house  and  barn  himself.  He  was  then  a  single  man,  but  on 
Feb.  17,  1869,  he  marrifed  Frederica  Triser,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
began  domestic  life.  He  had  an  ox  team  and  two  cows  and  from  that 
beginning  he  went  on  to  develop  a  farm,  in  which  task  he,  in  time,  suc¬ 
ceeded.  In  1886  he  had  so  far  progressed  as  to  be  able  to  build  a  fine  frame 
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house,  having  previously,  in  1882,  erected  a  frame  barn,  which  he  still 
uses.  The  work  of  clearing  the  land  was  hard,  but  was  at  last  accomplished, 
and  Mr.  Linse  has  since  increased  the  size  of  his  farm  to  340  acres.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and  aside  from  his  immediate 
farming  interests  owns  shares  in  the  Modena  creamery.  His  wife  died 
at  the  age  of  58  years.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  two,  Herman 
and  Wilhelmina,  are  now  deceased.  The  survivors  are:  Minnie,  Odelia, 
Paulina,  Emelia,  Henry,  William  and  Alvin. 

William  Linse,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
long  since  passed  away,  was  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  there  married 
to  Ida  Keuhn,  and  in  1848,  accompanied  by  their  five  children,  Charles, 
Emelia,  Herman,  Matilda  and  Fritz,  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
making  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel.  They  located  first  near  Milwaukee, 
then  removed  to  a  place  30  miles  from  there,  where  Mr.  Linse  farmed  for 
one  year,  subsequently  removing  to  Portage.  They  also  spdnt  some  time 
near  Watertown.  After  moving  about  in  this  way  until  1854,  making 
trial  of  different  locations,  they  settled  on  a  place  eight  miles  east  of 
La  Crosse,  where  they  remained  ten  years.  In  1864  Mr.  Linse  and  all  the 
members  of  his  family,  except  Charles,  came  to  Buffalo  county,  Mr.  Linse 
securing  80  acres  of  land  in  section  12,  Modena  township.  It  was  unbroken 
and  full  of  “grubs,”  which  had  to  be  removed,  and  there  were  no  buildings. 
Consequently,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  to  be  done,  and  Mr. 
Linse  began  by  erecting  a  log  house.  His  labors  were  continued,  however, 
only  for  a  few  years,  as  he  was  already  an  elderly  man,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1872,  when  he  was  aged  seventy.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in 
1811,  survived  him,  dying  in  1889.  Of  their  children,  already  mentioned, 
Charles  and  Matilda  are  deceased.  Emelia  is  the  wife  of  August  Lauter- 
bach.  Herman  resides  in  Mondovi  township.  Fritz  Oscar  is  residing 
in  Modena  township,  after  a  successful  career  as  a  farmer. 

Fritz  Oscar  Linse,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Modena  township, 
was  bom  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Nov.  26,  1845,  son  of  William  and  Ida 
(Keuhn)  Linse.  His  parents  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
in  section  — ,  as  far  back  as  1864,  the  father  residing  on  the  farm  until 
his  death,  in  1872.  Some  time  before  that,  however,  owing  to  his  father’s 
age,  Fritz  O.  Linse  had  taken  over  the  management  of  the  place,  which 
then  consisted  of  80  acres,  and  from  that  time  on  he  continued  to  improve 
it,  also  in  time  buying  more  land  until  he  had  260  acres.  Among  the  im¬ 
provements  were  two  fine  bams,  the  larger  one  of  which  was  erected  in 
1882,  and  in  1892  the  brick  residence  was  built.  The  place  is  now  operated 
by  his  sons,  who  raise  Jersey  cattle,  a  good  grade  of  horses,  and  other 
stock.  In  early  days  Mr.  Linse  used  to  drive  to  Alma  with  an  ox  team, 
a  distance  of  18  miles.  On  one  occasion  he  drove  with  55  bushels  of  wheat 
to  Alma,  having  a  yoke  of  four  oxen.  There  was  high  water  in  the  creek 
and  in  crossing  the  bridge  the  planks  gave  way  and  the  oxen’s  legs  went 
through.  With  the  assistance  of  eight  men,  who  came  along,  he  unloaded 
his  wheat  and  extricated  the  oxen.  Then,  loading  the  wagon  again,  he 
proceeded  on  his  way  until  he  got  to  within  three  miles  from  Alma,  when 
hi?  team  and  wagon  slid  down  a  bank  20  feet  high,  so  that  he  had  to  unload 
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again  to  get  back  on  the  road.  When  he  got  to  Alma  it  was  towards 
evening,  and  there  he  found  that  the  delay  he  had  experienced  had  been 
of  benefit  to  him,  as  within  a  few  hours  the  price  of  wheat  had  risen 
from  $1.50  to  $1.70  per  bushel,  an  increase  that  paid  him  amply  for  his 
extra  trouble  and  annoyance.  On  another  occasion  it  took  him  from  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  two  o’clock  the  next  morning  to  go  to  Alma 
and  back  for  a  load  of  lumber,  allowing  time  for  the  oxen  to  feed  twice. 
Mr.  Linse  is  a  stockholder  in  the  local  creamery  and  has  served  as  one 
of  its  officials.  He  has  also  served  on  the  school  board  and  has  been  an 
official  of  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr.  Linse  was 
married,  Dec.  13,  1872,  to  Caroline  Danz,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Saxony,  Germany,  in  1871.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children:  Oscar,  Albert,  Emma,  Lydia,  Mary,  Wilhelmina,  Ida,  Edward 
and  Eugene.  Emma,  Lydia  and  Mary  have  taught  school. 

John  George  Stamm,  Sr„  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Modena, 
Buffalo  county,  is  a  man  who  has  had  a  varied  and  useful  career  both  here 
and  elsewhere,  having  been  connected  at  different  periods  with  the  indus¬ 
tries  of  iron  and  steel  manufacture,  building  construction  and  agriculture, 
as  well  as  having  participated  prominently  in  local  government  matters  in 
the  county  where  he  has  so  long  resided — a  period  of  40  years.  Like  many 
of  the  successful  men  of  Buffalo  county,  he  was  born  in  Switzerland,  the 
date  of  his  birth  being  Sept.  13,  1850.  He  was  one  of  the  two  children  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Stamm,  who  lived  and  died  in  that  country,  their  other 
child  being  a  daughter,  Elizabeth.  After  attending  school  in  his  native 
land,  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade,  and  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  16  years 
worked  for  three  years  continuously  on  one  building,  the  insane  asylum  at 
Surik.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1870  he  started  out  on  travels  through 
Switzerland  and  France,  but  on  account  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
between  France  and  Germany  was  forced  to  return  to  Switzerland,  and  for 
four  weeks  was  employed  at  Basel  in  building  kitchens  for  the  soldiers’ 
barracks  there,  afterwards  being  employed  at  Listel  at  the  same  work. 
After  that  he  went  to  Rumlengen,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half, 
subsequently  returning  to  Basel.  He  also  worked  on  the  railroad  bridges 
across  the  Rhine  from  Birsfelden.  During  all  this  time  he  was  saving  his 
money  with  the  intention  of  coming  to  the  United  States,  but  it  was  only 
after  six  years  of  self-denial  that  he  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pay  his  expenses.  He  finally  found  himself  able  to  make  the  trip  in 
the  spring  of  1872,  going  to  Paris  and  from  there  to  Havre,  and  from  the 
latter  place  to  Liverpool,  where  he  took  a  steamer  for  Boston.  From  there 
he  went  to  New  York  City  and  then  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  found 
employment  at  the  Isabella  furnace,  being  foreman  of  a  gang  of  men  there 
for  six  years.  Soon  after  arriving  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1872,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Anna  Gausling,  who  had  arrived  there  that  year  from  Switzerland. 
In  March,  1878,  Mr,  Stamm  came  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  Sam  and  Anna,  and  secured  63  acres  of  land  in 
Modena  township,  on  the  tract  being  an  old  log  house.  Here  he  subse¬ 
quently  erected  a  better  building — a  fine  brick  house — his  knowledge  of 
the  mason’s  trade  enabling  him  to  do  all  the  work  himself,  and  he  not  only 
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built  his  own  residence,  but  for  twenty  years  subsequently  took  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  buildings  for  miles  around,  among  those  on  which  he 
did  the  brick  mason’s  work  being  the  Modena  school  house,  the  English 
church  and  the  German  Lutheran  church,  as  well  as  the  Modena  creamery. 
To  his  original  tract  of  63  acres  he  subsequently  added  80  acres  more,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1895,  sold  or  traded  his  farm  for  a  tract  of  160  acres. 
Afterwards  he  made  other  land  purchases  until  he  owned  245  acres. 
Besides  erecting  the  building  of  the  Modena  creamery,  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  company,  and  has  been  a  member  of  its  official  board 
since  it  started,  having  served  as  treasurer  for  the  past  eight  years.  He 
has  held  the  same  office  in  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and  has  also  taken 
active  part  in  local  government  affairs,  having  been  one  of  the  town  super¬ 
visors  since  1896,  and  was  made  chairman  by  appointment  in  1900,  being 
later  elected  to  that  office  four  terms  in  succession.  He  has  also  served 
fifteen  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  three 
years  as  a  clerk.  Mr.  Stamm  retired  fom  active  work  in  1910,  and  now  has 
a  comfortable  residence  in  Modena.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fair  com¬ 
petency,  and  is  a  shareholder  in  the  local  telephone  company.  His  children 
are:  Sam,  a  farmer  of  Modena,  who  married  Bertha  Moy  and  has  nine 
children;  Anna,  wife  of  Oscar  Linse,  of  Modena  township;  Matilda,  wife 
of  Cornelius  Ott,  residing  in  Oregon ;  George,  living  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Modena  township,  who  married  Alba  Heinck  and  has  two  children,  and 
Ella,  wife  of  Roy  Kunselman,  of  Alma  Center,  Jackson  county,  who  has 
one  child. 

Ole  O.  Johnson.  In  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Buffalo  county,  as  in  many  other  places,  the  Norwegian  race  has  taken  a 
prominent  part.  One  of  its  prominent  representatives  in  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  for  many  years  was  Ole  O.  Johnson,  who  is  now  retired. 
He  was  bom  in  Norway  in  1844,  Oct.  4,  son  of  Ole  and  Mary  Johnson.  In 
1858  the  father  came  with  his  family  to  America,  landing  in  this  country 
after  a  six  weeks’  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel.  Besides  the  parents  there 
were  three  children — Ole  O.,  Halvor  and  John.  Their  first  settlement  was 
in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  stayed  six  years,  the  father  work¬ 
ing  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  They  then  came  to  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  driving  in  with  an  ox  team  and  settling  on  a  homestead 
in  little  Tamarack  valley.  This  was  in  1863.  The  land  was  wild,  but  a  log 
house  was  erected  and  there  the  family  stayed  for  about  thirteen  years. 
By  that  time  Ole  O.  Johnson  had  become  the  head  of  the  family,  and  when 
he  removed  to  160  acres  of  land  in  Lee  valley  they  accompanied  him  to 
the  new  home.  As  this  land  also  was  wild  and  there  were  no  buildings  on 
it,  pioneer  work  had  to  be  taken  up  again,  an  ox  team  being  used  to  break 
the  land.  On  this  latter  place  the  parents  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
They  and  their  children  were  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 
Forty  years  ago,  or  about  1877,  Ole  O.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lena  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  5,  1845,  daughter  of  Nels 
and  Gessie  Nelson.  She  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  21  years 
with  her  brother  Knut,  who  is  now  dead,  the  parents  coming  later.  They 
located  in  Modena  township,  this  county,  where  in  time  the  latter  died. 
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Ole  0.  Johnson  and  wife  began  domestic  life  on  their  farm  in  section  28, 
Modena  township,  where  he  had  to  clear  the  land,  building  a  log  house  for 
a  first  residence.  This  building  he  later  improved  and  enlarged,  converting 
it  into  a  house  that  was  chiefly  frame  without  destroying  the  original  log 
structure.  On  this  place  he  and  his  wife  lived  for  many  years,  improving 
it  and  developing  it  into  a  good  farm  and  doing  a  profitable  business  in  the 
different  branches  of  agriculture.  In  1912  Mr.  Johnson  sold  the  place  and 
retired  from  active  work,  building  a  comfortable  residence  on  the  farm, 
where  he  still  lives.  He  still  owns  190  acres  of  land  and  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Modena  creamery.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Club.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Nels,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  month.  The  others  are :  Otis,  who  resides  in  Nelson  township ; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  William  Bloomer,  of  Modena  township ;  Julia,  wife  of  Sam 
Cochran,  of  Superior,  Wis.,  and  Henry,  who  resides  on  the  homestead.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  eight  grandchildren. 

Sever  Hanson,  who  settled  at  an  early  date  in  Modena  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  was  a  native  of  Norway,  where  he  married  Gunnell  Kjoren, 
also  a  native  of  that  country.  Their  emigration  to  the  United  States  oc¬ 
curred  in  1866,  and  they  brought  with  them  their  three  children — Hans, 
Johanas  and  Ole.  At  Madison,  Wis.,  they  were  met  by  Erik  Alme,  who 
helped  them  to  reach  Buffalo  county,  as  Mr.  Hanson  had  run  out  of  funds. 
Renting  a  house  in  Norwegian  valley.  Nelson  township,  Mr.  Hanson  worked 
for  different  farmers  until  he  had  paid  his  debts  and  had  a  little  cash  in 
hand.  He  then  realized  his  ambition  of  becoming  a  land  owner  by  home¬ 
steading  a  farm  in  section  31,  Modena  township,  on  which  his  son,  Ben  S. 
Hanson,  now  lives.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1867,  when  the  county  was 
thinly  settled,  and  the  tract  of  160  acres  which  he  obtained  was  wild  and 
not  located  on  any  road.  A  log  dwelling  was  the  first  requisite,  which  he 
erected,  and  then  getting  an  ox  team,  he  began  the  work  of  developing  a 
farm  which  he  finally  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  also  becoming  the 
owner  of  160  acres  more.  In  association  with  his  brother  Ole  he  also  built 
a  brick  house.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  and 
helped  to  build  its  edifice  in  Church  valley.  Mr.  Hanson  was  called  from 
life’s  activities  at  the  age  of  65  years,  being  survived  by  his  wife,  who  is 
still  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  having  now  attained  the  age  of  89 
years. 

Ben  S.  Hanson,  proprietor  of  the  farm  in  section  31,  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county,  established  by  his  father  in  1867,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
wegian  valley,  Nelson  township,  Sept.  24,  1867,  son  of  Sever  and  Gunnell 
Hanson.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  both  the  district  school  and  the 
Church  Valley  School,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
which  in  company  with  his  brother  Ole  he  operated  from  1894  to  1900.  In 
the  latter  year  he  became  the  sole  owner  and  has  since  done  a  successful 
farming  business  here.  The  present  barn  was  erected  by  him  and  he  has 
besides  made  other  improvements,  and  is  keeping  a  good  grade  of  stock. 
His  residence  is  a  red  brick  house  of  ten  rooms,  with  bath  and  hot-water 
heat,  and  is  lighted  by  electricity  from  a  dynamo  run  by  a  gas  engine 
installed  by  him.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and 
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is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  which  he  formerly  served 
as  trustee.  Mr.  Hanson  married  Marit  Helstad,  a  native  of  Norway,  who 
came  alone  to  the  United  States.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Hannah  Josephina,  Gena,  Selma,  Arthur  Melvin,  Sylvia, 
Belinda,  Bertha  Alvina,  Bernice  May,  Olga  Marie  and  Elsie  Evelyn. 

Knute  Jordet,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  agriculture  in  section 
16,  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  on  his  parents  farm,  May 
27,  1866,  son  of  Knute  and  Ollea  (Knuteson)  Jordet.  The  parents  were 
both  born  in  Norway,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1860  or  1861  by  sailing 
vessel,  taking  passage  on  the  same  boat.  •  They  were  married  at  Spring- 
dale,  Dane  county,  Wis.,  and  resided  in  that  county  subsequently  for  four 
years.  Knute  Jordet  then  came  to  Buffalo  county  on  foot  to  locate  a  place 
on  which  to  settle,  securing  land  that  now  forms  a  part  of  the  farm  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  His  family  joining  him,  he  built  a  log  house  into 
which  they  moved,  there  being  then  three  children — Julia,  Sarah  and  Caro¬ 
line.  Later  seven  others  were  born  on  the  farm — Knute,  Carl,  Olous, 
Dorothea,  Tillie  and  Ole,  being  those  who  are  now  living,  and  Leon  and 
Albert,  who  are  deceased.  Like  all  the  early  settlers,  Mr.  Jordet  often  had 
to  carry  supplies  on  his  back  through  the  woods.  He  started  with  prac¬ 
tically  nothing  but  his  hands  to  depend  on  and  it  was  four  years  before 
he  got  a  yoke  of  oxen.  He  had,  however,  a  cow,  which  he  fed  with  wild 
hay  from  a  tract  of  marsh  land.  His  farm  then  consisted  of  80  acres,  but 
he  has  since  increased  its  size  by  the  purchase  of  43  acres  more.  In  time 
he  built  a  good  frame  house.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have  passed  away,  the 
former  dying  at  the  age  of  76  in  1906  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  78  in 
1917.  Knute  Jordet  grew  up  on  the  parental  homestead,  on  which  he  has 
always  resided  and  where  he  was  the  first  child  born.  He  was  about  28  or 
30  years  old  when  he  took  over  the  farm,  of  which  he  has  since  been  the 
proprietor.  Some  of  the  most  important  improvements  on  it  are  due  to 
him,  including  the  large  frame  house  and  a  basement  barn,  30  by  66  feet. 
He  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  carries  on  farming  along  modem  lines. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Modena  creamery. 

Mr.  Jordet  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1895,  to  Julia  B.  Bjorgo,  who  was 
bom  in  Norway,  Aug.  4,  1866,  daughter  of  Knute  and  Gertrude  Bjorgo. 
Her  parents  lived  and  died  in  Norway.  They  had  nine  children :  Ingeborg, 
Andrew,  Inger,  Ole,  Anton,  Anna,  Gunhild,  Julia  B.  and  Bertha.  Andrew 
and  Anna,  who  never  came  to  this  country,  are  now  deceased,  as  also  is 
Gunhild.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jordet  have  seven  children:  Clifford,  Ollie,  Inga, 
Christina,  Selma,  Anna  and  Cora,  all  living  home. 

Erick  Johnson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Modena  township,  who  died  in 
1873,  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  the  United  States  by  sailing  vessel. 
He  was  married  in  this  country  to  Elizabeth  Solve,  and  located  on  a  farm 
in  Goodhue  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  resided  until  1868.  Then  with 
his  wife  and  four  children — John,  Joseph,  Thomas  and  Carl — he  drove 
with  a  horse  team  to  Buffalo  county,  having  bought  200  acres  of  land  in 
section  14,  Modena  township.  The  journey  was  made  in  a  covered  wagon 
and  the  family  brought  with  them  a  few  cows.  Forty  acres  of  the  land 
were  already  broken,  the  rest  being  covered  with  brush.  Mr.  Johnson  sub- 
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sequently  purchased  40  acres  more  and  for  the  rest  of  his  life  was  engaged 
in  developing  his  farm.  His  death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  was  acci¬ 
dental,  as  he  was  killed  by  a  steam  engine  tipping  over  on  his  runway,  he 
being  then  somewhat  over  40  years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  His  wife,  who  also  was  a  native  of  Norway, 
was  born  April  2,  1829,  and  died  March  5,  1908.  Their  son  Joseph  died 
young,  and  they  subsequently  had  another  son  to  whom  they  gave  that 
name,  and  also  a  son  named  Erick. 

John  E.  Johnson,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  in  section  15, 
Modena  township,  was  born  in  Goodhue  county,  Minnesota,  March  28,  1859, 
son  of  Erick  and  Elizabeth  (Solve)  Johnson.  His  parents,  who  were  farm¬ 
ers,  settled  in  Modena  township  in  1868,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood. 
At  the  age  of  21  years  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  40  acres  of  land 
in  section  15,  Modena  township.  He  was  already  married  to  Bertha 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  had  come  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  and  began  housekeep¬ 
ing  in  a  small  shanty  that  stood  on  the  place.  He  had  a  team  and  a  few 
cows  to  begin  with,  and  since  then  has  developed  a  fine  farm,  having  now 
140  acres  of  land.  He  is  successfully  raising  Jersey  cattle.  Percheron 
horses  and  Poland-China  hogs,  besides  the  usual  crops,  and  his  operations 
have  proved  profitable.  Mr.  Johnson  has  also  taken  pains  to  improve  the 
looks  of  his  property,  as  well  as  to  provide  all  necessary  conveniences.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  house  he  has  set  out  pine  trees  and  one  big  elm.  His 
barn  measures  32  by  64  feet,  and  he  has  also  built  a  good  wheat  granary 
44  by  16  feet.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Modena  creamery,  which  he  has 
served  as  director,  and  has  also  held  township  office,  both  as  treasurer  and 
assessor,  the  latter  many  times,  and  has  served  on  the  district  school  board. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  office  of  secretary.  He  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his 
township,  a  result  achieved  only  through  hard  work  and  perseverance,  as 
in  earlier  years  he  had  to  do  a  great  deal  of  grubbing  to  clear  his  farm. 
He  and  his  wife  have  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  those  now  living  are : 
Selma,  now  Mrs.  Otis  Lurndal,  of  Modena  township,  and  has  one  child, 
Helen,  and  Joseph,  Walter,  Esther  and  Hazel,  residing  at  home.  Those 
deceased  are:  Elenor,  Sophia,  Mattie,  Elmer  1st,  Carrie,  Elmer  2d,  Oscar 
Leo  and  Victor. 

John  Myers,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county, 
where  by  long  and  arduous  toil  he  developed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
was  born  in  Steuben  county.  New  York,  in  1836.  He  was  married  in 
Massachusetts  to  Bridget  McDonough,  a  native  of  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
and  they  subsequently  located  in  Fillmore  county,  Minnesota,  whence  in 
1860  they  came  to  Buffalo  county  with  an  ox  team,  Mr.  Myers  securing  80 
acres  of  wild  railroad  land  in  Maxville  township,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
building.  Four  years  later  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Modena  valley, 
taking  300  acres  of  wild  land,  200  of  which  lay  in  Canton  township  and 
100  in  Modena  township.  The  place  was  a  part  of  the  wilderness  with  not 
even  a  road  to  indicate  its  proximity  to  civilization,  and  the  Myers  were 
the  only  settlers  in  the  neighborhood.  They  arrived  in  the  spring  of  the 
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year,  and  Mr.  Myers  soon  had  a  log  house  constructed  and  had  begun  the 
work  of  improvement.  He  had.  been  thus  occupied  but  for  a  few  months, 
when  in  November  or  December,  1864,  he  was  drafted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  War  and  went  to  the  front,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg, 
where  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  discharged 
and  returned  home  to  resume  his  agricultural  labors.  In  time  he  cleared 
his  farm  and  made  a  good  home,  erecting  a  frame  house.  As  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  his  township  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  town  assessor,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Coleman  num¬ 
bered  him  among  its  members.  Mr.  Myers  died  at  the  age  of  70  years 
while  on  a  visit  to  one  of  his  daughters  in  Minnesota.  His  wife  passed 
away  at  about  the  same  age.  Of  their  five  children  John  J.,  subject  of 
another  sketch,  was  the  eldest  and  now  owns  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
The  others  were:  William  J.,  Isaac  F.,  Margaret  and  Mary  J.,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

John  J.  Myers,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  who  is  also  connected  with  other  local  interests,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  Nov.  19,  1857,  son  of  John  and  Bridget  (McDonough) 
Myers.  He  was  still  an  infant  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  log  school  house 
of  his  district  in  Modena  township.  He  has  always  remianed  on  the  home 
farm,  80  acres  of  which  came  into  his  possession  in  1901,  together  with 
some  of  the  buildings.  Of  the  land  25  acres  were  broken.  His  farm  now 
contains  160  acres,  and  he  has  erected  additional  buildings,  including  a 
barn  36  by  72  feet  in  size.  His  stock,  all  of  good  quality,  consists  of  Jersey 
cattle,  Percheron  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs.  Mr.  Myers  is  a  share¬ 
holder  in  the  Modena  creamery,  of  which  he  has  served  as  president  for 
16  years ;  also  in  the  Equity  Exchange,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  for 
three  years,  and  in  the  local  elevator  at  Mondovi.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  he  has  served  as  clerk  of 
the  local  lodge  since  it  was  organized.  On  Oct.  19,  1884,  Mr.  Myers  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Riley,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Neary)  Riley,  of  Can¬ 
ton  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children:  Ellen,  Frank,  Mary,  Agnes,  Rosa,  Catherine,  Josephine,  John, 
Anna  and  Alice.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Andy  McDonough,  and  Rosa  is  now 
Mrs.  Peter  H.  Urnes,  of  Canton  township. 

Jacob  T.  Flakoy,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  230  acres  in  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  12,  1851,  son  of  Thora 
and  Carrie  Flakoy.  The  parents,  who  passed  their  lives  in  Norway,  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth.  Four  of  the  sons — Paul,  Ever,  Thomas  and  Jacob — came  to  the 
United  States,  Paul  and  Jacob,  the  two  first  to  emigrate,  coming  in  1869. 
The  latter,  who  had  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  from  his  father,  located 
in  Madison,  Wis.,  later  removing  to  Eau  Claire  county,  where  he  remained 
for  three  or  four  years.  After  that  he  traveled  from  place  to  place,  work¬ 
ing  at  his  trade  and  whatever  he  could  get  to  do,  but  finally  coming  to 
Thomson  valley,  Buffalo  county,  rented  a  farm  for  two  years.  He  then 
bought  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  Modena  township,  and  afterwards  one  of  80 
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acres,  and  since  then  has  bought  and  sold  several  farms  in  Modena  and 
Nelson  townships.  On  his  present  farm  of  230  acres  in ‘Modena  township 
he  has  erected  all  the  buildings  now  in  use,  the  first  and  original  structures 
being  of  logs.  He  is  doing  a  prosperous  business  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  and  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Burnside  creamery.  In  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  has  held  the  office  of  trustee. 

Mr.  Flakoy  married  Margaret  Hargness,  a  native  of  Norway,  and  he 
and  his  wife  have  had  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
survivors  are  Ida,  Lena,  Matilda,  Thomas,  Alfred,  Josephine  and  Oscar. 

Gjert  Johnson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  who  helped  to  increase  the 
cultivated  area  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Norway 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1862  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  voyage  last¬ 
ing  seven  weeks.  He  first  located  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  two  years  and  where,  soon  after  his  arrival,  he  married  Susannah 
Talle.  Coming  to  Buffalo  county  in  1864,  he  settled  on  40  acres  of  land 
in  section  18,  Modena  township,  the  tract  being  wild  and  without  buildings. 
Erecting  a  log  house,  he  and  his  wife  established  their  home  in  it,  and 
with  practically  nothing  but  their  hands  began  the  work  of  improvement. 
An  ox  team  was  procured  before  long,  however,  after  which  the  work  on 
the  farm  progressed  faster.  Supplies  were  obtained  at  Reed’s  Landing 
and  carried  home  on  the  back.  In  time  Mr.  Johnson  became  the  owner  of 
260  acres  and  did  a  great  amount  of  hard  work  in  clearing  the  land.  He 
also  erected  a  good  frame  house  and  other  buildings.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  stockholders  of  the  Burnside  creamery,  served  on  the  town  side  board 
for  three  years  and  was  school  treasurer  for  25  years.  He  also  helped 
to  start  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  and  was  one  of  its  trustees.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  72  years.  His  wife  died 
much  sooner,  at  the  age  of  45.  They  had  in  all  eleven  children,  some  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  one,  Jacob,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The 
others  were:  Severina,  Christopher,  Stena,  Albert  and  Julia. 

Albert  Johnson,  a  representative  agriculturist  of  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  having  a  fine  farm  of  520  acres  in  sections  18,  19  and  20, 
was  born  on  his  parents’  farm  in  this  township,  now  forming  a  part  of  his 
own,  on  Dec.  6,  1872,  son  of  Gjert  and  Susannah  Johnson.  He  was  reared 
on  the  homestead,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  school.  In  1897 
he  took  .over  the  old  farm,  on  which  he  has  since  made  some  improvements, 
one  of  these  being  a  round  barn  60  feet  in  diameter,  which  he  erected  in 
1916.  He  is  raising  good  cattle  and  full-blooded  Poland-China  hogs  with 
profitable  results.  He  is  president  of  the  local  creamery,  and  of  the 
Equity  Local  of  Urne.  For  three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  side 
board  of  his  township,  and  for  many  years  a  school  director.  He  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  in  Church  valley.  Mr.  John¬ 
son  married  Elizabeth  Severson,  daughter  of  Jens  Severson,  of  Modena. 
She  died  June  28,  1918.  Of  this  union  ten  children  were  born,  namely: 
John,  James,  Ovida,  Sidney,  Arthur,  Melvin,  Hazel,  Selvina,  Cometa  and 
Julia. 

Ole  E.  Hillman,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  the  general  mercan¬ 
tile  business  at  Modena,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  county 


Digitized  by  Tooele 


Digitized  by 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  McDONOUGH 
MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  J.  McDONOUGH 
MR.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  H.  NELSON 


Digitized  by  UiOOQLe 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


529 


-ers,  Norway,  Dec.  24,  1860,  son  of  Engebert  and  Astri  Hillman.  In 
.o/2  the  parents  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  children,  Ole  E., 
Halvor,  Sari  and  Gurid,  making  the  voyage  on  a  steamship.  Ole  was  then 
twelve  years  old  and  had  attended  school  in  Norway.  After  residing  in 
Madison,  Wis.,  for  two  years,  the  family  came  to  Buffalo  county,  the  father 
taking  a  homestead  of  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  — ,  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  built  a  log  house  and  began  farming,  making  use  of  the 
picturesque  ox  team,  in  early  days  the  pioneer’s  best  friend.  Here  Ole  E. 
Hillman  grew  to  manhood,  finishing  his  schooling  in  the  log  school  house 
in  section  17,  and  subsequently  working  on  farms  in  the  vicinity.  The 
latter  work  was  not  long  continued,  however,  as  at  the  age  of  21  years  he 
went  to  Beef  Slough,  where  for  25  years  he  acted  as  cook  for  the  men 
engaged  in  lumbering  there.  On  April  4,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Lottie 
Sylvesterson,  a  native  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  daughter 
of  Sylvester  and  Martha  Sylvesterson.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hillman 
took  up  his  residence  at  Wabasha,  Minn.,  where  on  leaving  the  river  he 
engaged  in  the  restaurant  business,  being  thus  occupied  for  two  years.  In 
1907  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  restaurant  and,  coming  to  Modena,  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  store  and  business  from  T.  J.  Severson,  which  he  has 
since  conducted,  enjoying  a  good  patronage.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Modena,  and  is  the  owner  of  real  estate  in  the 
village,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  Mr.  Hillman  has  served 
as  town  treasurer  and  as  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hillman  are: 
Roy,  who  at  this  writing  is  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Montana;  Spencer, 
now  in  the  United  States  service;  George,  a  student  at  Waldorf  College, 
Forest  City,  Iowa. 

Henry  McDonough,  who  owns  and  operates  successfully  a  farm  of  160 
acres  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  bom  on  his  parents’  farm. 
May  18,  1881,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Olson)  McDonough.  Here  in  this 
township  he  also  obtained  his  education,  attending  district  school,  and  was 
brought  up  to  habits  of  industry  on  the  parental  homestead.  With  the 
exception  of  three  years  which  he  spent  in  St.  Paul,  he  has  always  resided 
on  this  farm,  which  he  formerly  operated  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Andy,  becoming  sole  proprietor  five  years  ago.  It  is  now  a  well-improved 
place,  its  present  condition  being  due  partly  to  his  own  exertions.  In 
place  of  the  original  log  dwelling  in  which  he  was  bom  there  is  now  a  large 
and  modern  residence,  and  he  has  built  a  good  bam  36  by  60  feet  in  dimen¬ 
sions.  Here  he  is  raising  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  is  doing  a  paying 
business,  also  being  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena  creamery.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Donough  married  Ella  Nelson,  Jan.  20,  1912,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Davidson),  Nelson,  of  Modena  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  four  children :  Marvin,  Mildred,  Eldon  and  Donald. 

Erik  C.  Hustad,  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  was  bom  in  Norway,  May  14,  1847,  son  of  Christian  and  Anna 
Hustad.  The  surname  of  Hustad  was  derived  from  the  farm  of  the  family 
in  Norway.  Both  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  died  in  Norway. 
They  had  seven  children:  Ingeborg,  Martha,  Anna,  Christiana,  Erik  and 
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Torkel.  In  1871  Erik  C.  Hustad  came  to  the  United  States  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  later  by  his  brother  Torkel  and  youngest  sister,  Christiana.  He  first 
located  in  Norwegian  valley,  Nelson  township,  this  county,  and  for  four 
years  worked  out  for  others.  He  then  married,  in  1875,  Anna  Kveum,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  July  23,  1848,  and  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of 
23  years.  They  located  on  80  acres  of  land  in  section  15,  Modena  township, 
Mr.  Hustad’s  only  tools  being  a  grub  hoe  and  axe.  With  the  latter  he 
built  a  shanty  of  round  logs,  with  the  bark  still  on,  and  also  a  log  shack  for 
a  barn.  His  stock  consisted  of  an  ox  team  and  two  cows.  Fifteen  acres 
of  the  place  were  already  cleared  and  this  he  planted  with  oats.  This  first 
crop  brought  seven  dollars,  which  was  just  about  the  amount  he  had  to 
pay  for  taxes  the  first  year,  and  as  he  had  hired  a  man  to  help  him  for 
$45  a  month,  the  results  were  not  encouraging.  However,  conditions  im¬ 
proved  with  time  and  Mr.  Hustad  was  able  after  awhile  to  build  a  better 
house,  and  later  a  granary  and  barn.  On  that  farm  Mr.  Hustad  resided 
until  the  fall  of  1915,  when  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son  Martin,  who  now 
lives  there.  He  now  has  another  farm  in  section  22,  Modena  township,  and 
owns  altogether  215  acres  of  land,  residing  now  in  Modena  village.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  prosperous  and  successful  farmers 
of  the  township,  .raising  good  stock  and  having  a  well-kept  place.  Mr. 
Hustad  also  owns  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Modena  and  in  the  Modena  cream¬ 
ery,  of  which  latter  institution  he  has  been  a  director  for  many  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon.  He  was  also  for  two  years  township  treasurer,  and  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  high  school  ever  since  it  was  built  28  years  ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hustad  are  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Christian  and  Ole, 
who  now  reside  in  Canada ;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  William  Goggin  and  a  resident 
of  Montana;  Pauline,  wife  of  Dr.  Amundson,  of  Mondovi;  Tena,  wife  of 
Olaus  Ottum,  of  Modena ;  Emma,  a  trained  nurse  with  the  Red  Cross,  who 
expects  to  be  called  to  service  in  France,  and  Martin,  residing  on  the  old 
homestead  in  section  15.  They  have  also  at  the  present  time  20  grand¬ 
children. 

Andrew  Mikelson,  one  of  the  Norwegian  settlers  who  aided  in  the  agri¬ 
cultural  development  of  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  while  living  in 
Norway  resided  on  a  farm  which  went  by  the  name  of  “Midthun.”  He 
there  married  Martha  Bartness,  and  in  1866,  with  five  children — Louis, 
Anna,  John,  Michael  and  Ole — they  set  out  for  the  United  States,  em¬ 
barking  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  landing  in  this  country  after  a  voyage  of 
five  weeks.  Their  first  settlement  was  made  in  Goodhue  county,  Minne¬ 
sota,  where  they  remained  for  about  two  years,  during  which  time  the 
father  worked  for  others  at  any  labor  he  could  get.  In  1868  they  took  a 
more  progressive  step,  coming  to  Nelson  tpwnship,  Buffalo  county,  and 
homesteading  160  acres  of  land.  The  tract  was  wild  and  lay  some  dis¬ 
tance  away  from  any  road,  but  it  presented  opportunities  for  building  a 
home  and  achieving  future  prosperity  and  independence,  which  Mr.  Mikel¬ 
son  eagerly  embraced.  Building  a  small  log  house,  he  set  to  work  and 
began  clearing  the  land.  His  first  year’s  progress  was  slow,  as  he  had 
no  ox  team  nor  anything  but  his  hands  to  depend  on,  but  after  he  got  a 
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yoke  of  oxen  he  did  better  and  gained  a  little  each  year  until  he  had 
cleared  up  the  farm,  when  he  found  himself  in  fairly  comfortable  circum¬ 
stances.  There  he  finally  died  at  the  age  of  nearly  70  years  in  1896,  and 
his  wife  in  1900,  at  about  the  same  age.  They  were  affiliated  religiously 
with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  In  addition  to  the  children  already 
mentioned,  who  accompanied  them  from  Norway,  they  had  a  son,  Peter, 
who  was  born  in  Nelson  township,  this  county. 

Louis  Mikelson,  a  well-known  farmer  and  popular  citizen  of  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  11,  1854,  son  of 
Andrew  and  Martha  Mikelson.  He  was  about  eleven  years  oid  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  and  their  other  children  to  the  United  States. 
He  had  received  some  schooling  in  his  native  land  and  also  attended  school 
here,  growing  up  on  his  parents’  farm.  At  the  age  of  15  years  he  began 
working  out  for  others  and  so  continued  until  he  was  between  18  and  20 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  About 
25  acres  were  cleared  and  there  was  a  log  house  on  the  place,  in  which  he 
installed  himself.  He  had  an  ox  team  and  a  few  cows,  but  was  as  yet 
unprovided  with  a  wife,  to  which  blessing  he  attained  on  Nov.  16,  1882, 
being  then  united  in  marriage  with  Ingeri  J.  Ness.  She  was  born  in 
Norway,  Sept.  3,  1852,  and  had  come  to  this  country  alone  at  the  age  of  28 
years.  With  his  wife  to  help  him  Mr.  Mikelson  made  good  progress,  and 
together  they  have  developed  the  farm  into  what  it  is  today,  a  well- 
improved  place  yielding  good  returns  for  the  time,  labor  and  money  put 
into  it.  They  now  reside  in  a  good  frame  house,  have  a  substantial  frame 
barn  and  other  good  buildings,  and  are  numbered  among  the  prosperous 
residents  of  their  township.  Their  stock  is  of  good  grade  and  commands 
a  ready  market,  and  Mr.  Mikelson  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Burnside 
creamery.  A  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  he  has  served 
it  as  trustee.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  fivfc  children,  one  of  whom, 
Martha,  died  in  1917  at  the  age  of  31  years.  The  survivors  are  Susie, 
Anna,  Carrie  and  Inga.  The  two  last  mentioned  have  been  teachers  in  the 
public  schools. 

Thomas  Prader,  an  early  settler  and  the  developer  of  a  farm  in 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  where  he  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Sprecher.  In  1868  he  and  his  wife  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin.  They  remained  there,  however,  but 
for  a  few  months,  after  which  they  came  to  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  taking  a  homestead  of  120  acres  of  wild  land  without  buildings. 
Mr.  Prader  built  a  log  house  and  secured  a  team  of  oxen,  with  which  he 
began  the  work  of  improvement,  continuing  it  until  he  had  a  good  farm. 
In  early  days  he  endured  many  hardships  and  had  to  do  much  strenuous 
labor,  carrying  supplies  and  firewood  on  his  back  for  miles.  In  time  he 
got  120  acres  more  land  and  cleared  the  greater  part  of  his  farm.  At  the 
age  of  73  years  he  passed  away,  being  survived  by  his  wife,  who  is  still 
living.  Their  children  were  Henry,  Margaret,  Fida,  Mary  and  Martin,  of 
whom  Henry  is  now  deceased. 

Martin  Prader,  now  owning  and  operating  the  old  Prader  farm  in 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  his  present 
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farm,  Oct.  28,  1875,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Sprecher)  Prader.  He 
grew  up  on  the  parental  homestead,  on  which  he  has  always  resided  and 
which  he  took  over  in  1917.  Here  he  is  raising  Holstein  cattle,  Poland- 
China  hogs  and  other  good  stock,  being  numbered  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  township.  Aside  from  his  direct  farming  interests  he  is  a 
shareholder  in  the  cheese  factory,  which  his  father  helped  to  establish.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  as  his  father  was  before 
him.  So  far  Mr.  Prader  has  remained  a  bachelor. 

Ole  A.  Quarberg,  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Modena  township,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug. 
10,  1848,  son  of  Andrea  0.  and  Mary  Quarberg.  His  surname,  which  was 
taken  from  the  home  farm  in  Norway,  was  there  spelled  Keworberg.  The 
children  of  Andrea  and  wife  were  Ole  A.  Martin,  Sener,  Tony,  Anna,  Agnes, 
Minnie  and  Jennie.  Ole  while  in  his  native  land  attended  school  and 
afterwards  worked  at  farming  and  in  a  brewery.  He  was  there  married 
to  Mary  Hoglesdotter  in  1870,  and  later,  with  one  child,  Tillie,  they  came 
by  sailing  vessel  to  America,  landing  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  one 
day.  Proceeding  west  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  they  took  the  steamboat  at  that 
place  and  came  on  to  Alma,  and  from  there  drove  out  with  a  horse  team 
to  Modena  township.  Here  Mr.  Quarberg  at  first  worked  out  at  grub¬ 
bing  and  splitting  rails  two  winters,  it  being  two  years  before  he  got  a 
place  of  his  own.  When  he  took  land  it  was  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  27,  all  wild  and  covered  with  brush  and  without  any  buildings.  His 
first  buildings  were  built  of  logs  and  he  used  an  ox  team  to  break  the  land. 
Frequently  he  would  carry  produce  to  Alma  on  his  back,  returning  with 
supplies.  The  parents,  who  had  also  come  from  Norway,  resided  on  this 
place  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  77  years 
and  the  mother  at  that  of  87.  They  were  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church.  Ole  A.  Quarberg  in  time  put  up  good  frame  buildings, 
residing  on  that  farm  until  1904,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  place  in 
section  33.  He  has  added  80  acres  more  land  and  cleared  his  place  from 
grubs.  He  raises  good  stock  and  is  doing  a  prosperous  business.  Mr. 
Quarberg  has  been  a  stockholder  in  the  Modena  creamery  since  it  was 
started  and  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  for  about  eight  years.  For 
the  past  18  or  20  years  he  has  served  as  manager  or  president  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  church.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  11 
children:  Anna,  Martin  and  Carrie,  the  last  mentioned  of  whom  was  the 
wife  of  Otis  Lee,  are  now  deceased.  The  others  are :  Tillie,  now  Mrs.  Ever 
Nelson,  of  Modena ;  Hans,  who  resides  at  home ;  Albert,  also  on  the  home¬ 
stead;  Martin,  of  Gilmanton  township;  Anna  (2d),  wife  of  Thad  Tulofson, 
of  Nelson  township;  Jennie,  wife  of  Robert  Sinstead,  of  Nelson,  and 
Adolph  and  Anton,  who  are  residing  at  home.  In  February,  1918,  Mr. 
Quarberg  sold  his  farm  to  his  sons  Adolph  and  Anton,  who  are  now  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Quarberg,  Sr.,  is  making  his  home  with  them. 

Thomas  O.  Thompson,  a  prominent  member  of  the  agricultural  com¬ 
munity  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  a 
farm  in  Church  valley,  this  township,  Feb.  25,  1867,  son  of  Ole  and  Christie 
Thompson.  Both  parents  came  from  Lister,  Norway,  but  were  married  in 
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Wisconsin.  They  had  journeyed  across  the  Atlantic  on  the  same  vessel,  Ole 
Thompson  locating  in  Dane  county,  this  state,  where  he  worked  for  various 
farmers.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Buffalo  county,  settling  on  160  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Church  valley,  Modena  township.  There  was  no  road  in  the 
vicinity  and  he  began  the  work  of  improvement  without  even  an  ox  team, 
the  money  for  which  he  had  to  earn  by  grubbing  for  other  farmers.  The 
journey  to  his  market  at  Alma  was  in  early  days  made  on  foot.  His  first 
dwelling  on  the  place  was  the  customary  log  house,  to  which  he  afterwards 
built  a  frame  addition.  In  spite  of  his  initial  disadvantages  he  made  grad¬ 
ual  progress  and  in  time  found  himself  the  owner  of  a  good  farm.  He  also 
helped  to  start  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member,  and  rendered  good  service  on  the  school  board  of  his  district. 
He  is  now  residing  in  Minnesota,  near  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  having  attained 
the  age  of  80  years,  his  wife,  who  is  also  living,  being  70.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children. 

Thomas  C.  Thompson,  who  was  the  second-born  child  of  his  parents, 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  21  years  he  began  working  for  himself  and  spent 
one  year  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas.  Then  returning  to  Buffalo  county, 
he  worked  for  others  until  1900,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm,  an  im¬ 
proved  place  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  has  made  further  improvements. 
One  of  the  buildings  he  has  erected  is  a  round  basement  barn  200  feet  in 
circumference.  As  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  has  had  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  his  town¬ 
ship.  He  has  served  as  town  supervisor,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district ;  also  as  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  in 
Church  valley.  Mr.  Thompson  married  Paulina  Paulson,  who  was  born  in 
Modena  township,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Rosa  Johnson,  her  parents  being 
natives  of  Norway  and  early  settlers  in  Modena  township.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are:  Obert,  Kadolph,  Royla,  Permelia, 
Sigwald,  Agnes,  Mary,  Oliver,  Elvin,  Corlinda  and  May. 

Martin  Thompson,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fertile  farm  of  140  acres 
in  sections  7  and  18,  Modena  township,  was  born  in  a  log  house  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  Sept.  14,  1870,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Serum)  Thompson.  Like 
the  children  of  most,  if  not  all  of  the  early  settlers,  his  education  was  lim¬ 
ited  to  attendance  for  a  brief  enough  period  at  the  school  of  his  district, 
where,  however,  he  learned  to  read,  write  and  cipher.  He  has  always 
resided  on  the  old  homestead  and  now  owns  a  part  of  it,  the  tract  of  140 
acres  already  mentioned.  On  this  he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings 
adapted  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Short¬ 
horn  variety,  while  he  also  raises  Percheron  horses  and  a  good  grade  of 
hogs.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Burnside  creamery.  A  member  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  he  has  served  as  an  official  of  the  Young 
People’s  Society.  Mr.  Thompson  married  Ragnald  Aasen,  a  native  of 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Martha 
Aasen.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  8  children,  two  of  whom — Martha  and 
Louisa — are  now  deceased.  The  living  are  Anna,  Thomas,  Amelia,  Martha, 
Leslie  and  Clara. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


534 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


Engebroe  N.  Bloom,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural 
class  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  although  not  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  here,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  township  for  46  years  and  has 
done  good  pioneer  work  in  the  improvement  of  land.  He  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Dec.  12,  1848,  son  of  Nels  and  Bertha  Bloom,  who  were  proprietors 
of  what  were  known  as  the  Belgun  farm  and  who  had  another  son.  Ole. 
Engebroe  N.  Bloom  received  a  good  education,  being  graduated  from  Ham¬ 
mer  College,  Norway.  He  also  taught  school  for  two  years  in  his  native 
land.  In  1868  he  set  out  for  the  United  States,  taking  passage  on  a 
steamer,  and  on  arriving  in  this  country  came  west  as  far  as  Janesville, 
Wis.,  where  he  found  employment  as  a  farm  laborer.  As  his  employer  and 
those  about  him  spoke  nothing  but  English,  Mr.  Bloom,  who  had  then  little 
or  no  knowledge  of  that  language,  was  at  a  disadvantage  for  companion¬ 
ship  and  often  felt  very  lonely.  He  remained  in  that  vicinity  for  four 
years,  however,  during  which  time  he  learned  English  fairly  well,  and  then 
came  to  Buffalo  county,  being  accompanied  by  his  father,  mother  and 
brother  Ole,  who  had  come  to  America  and  joined  him  at  Janesville.  They 
secured  120  acres  of  land  where  Mr.  Bloom  now  lives,  walking  out  to  it 
from  Alma,  where  they  had  disembarked  from  a  river  steamer.  This 
pedestrian  trip  was  not  made  along  a  smooth  road,  as  there  was  no  such 
thing’ at  the  time;  on  the  contrary,  they  had  in  places  to  force  or  cut  their 
way  through  the  brush.  On  reaching  the  land  all  the  members  of  the 
family  industriously  began  the  work  of  home  building,  first  erecting  a 
board  shanty  banked  with  earth,  in  which  they  lived  for  four  years,  a  log 
house  being  subsequently  erected.  Owing  to  lack  of  resources  their  early 
progress  was  so  slow  that  it  was  two  yearc  before  they  got  an  ox  team. 
They,  however,  had  a  few  chickens  which  gave  them  a  supply  of  eggs, 
other  supplies  being  obtained  with  difficulty  from  Alma  or  Wabasha. 
Engebroe,  besides  teaching  school  for  nine  years  in  Church  valley,  worked 
with  his  father  on  the  farm,  which  in  time  they  enlarged  to  an  area  of 
360  acres,  its  present  size,  and  he  also  built  a  frame  house  and  barn.  Nels 
Bloom,  the  father,  died  at  the  age  of  88  years,  but  our  subject’s  mother  is 
still  living  and  active  at  the  age  of  92.  The  farm  is  now  well  improved 
and  supplied  with  good  buildings,  its  present  condition  being  largely  due 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena 
creamery.  Mr.  Bloom  also  helped  to  start  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church 
in  Church  valley,  of  which  he  has  been  an  official  for  20  years,  having 
among  other  things  held  the  office  of  trustee  and  secretary,  and  been  a 
delegate  to  the  church  convention.  He  was  also  town  treasurer  for  some 
nine  years  and  has  served  as  supervisor  and  chairman  of  the  town  board ; 
also  as  school  treasurer  for  nine  or  ten  years.  Mr.  Bloom  married  Matilda 
Sand,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  was  previously  married  to  Olaf  Hoff,  and 
of  that  union  has  a  son,  Bjarne,  now  residing  on  the  farm  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather. 

August  C.  Brinkman,  who  occupies  a  prominent  place  among  the  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  his  residence  being  in 
section  10,  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  Dec.  25,  1866, 
son  of  Henry  and  Lizetta  (Leather)  Brinkman.  The  father  was  born  in 
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Harbauson,  Germany,  July  17,  1833,  and  the  mother  in  Switzerland,  July 
19,  1838.  They  were  married  in  this  county  and  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Lincoln  township,  now  occupied  by  their  son  August.  Here  Henry  Brink- 
man  died  April  17,  1903,  at  the  age  of  69  years  and  9  months.  His  wife 
is  now  living  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  deceased,  the  survivors  being:  August  C.,  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  William,  a  resident  of  Gilmanton,  this  county ;  Emma,  who 
is  living  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.;  Louise,  residing  near  Elkmound,  Wis.;  John, 
a  resident  of  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  and  Edward,  who  lives  near  Bloomer, 
Wis. 

August  C.  Brinkman  spent  his  early  years  on  the  home  farm  and  sub¬ 
sequently  operated  a  cheese  factory  in  Belvidere  township  for  six  seasons. 
Then  returning  to  the  old  homestead,  he  rented  it  until  June  5,  1904,  when, 
his  father  having  died  in  the  previous  year,  he  bought  the  rights  of  the 
other  heirs  to  the  estate.  The  farm  contains  205  acres,  of  which  about 
140  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  Mr.  Brinkman 
is  doing  a  good  business  raising  hogs  and  cattle  for  the  market,  and  also 
giving  special  attention  to  dairying.  His  barn  is  30  by  90  feet  in  size, 
being  provided  with  a  cement  floor,  and  having  an  addition  of  30  by  24 
feet  for  hogs  and  cattle.  His  residence  is  a  substantial  eight-room  frame 
building.  Mr.  Brinkman  served  three  terms  as  supervisor,  and  in  1916 
was  chairman  of  the  town  board  and  in  consequence  a  member  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  president 
of  the  local  creamery  at  Cochrane.  In  these  various  positions  he  has  shown 
both  business  ability  and  public  spirit,  and  his  reputation  as  a  successful 
farmer  and  reliable  citizen  stands  high  among  his  fellow  townsmen.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  usually  votes  for  the  man  rather  than  for 
the  party. 

Mr.  Brinkman  was  first  married,  in  1890,  to  Alvina  Passon,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1860.  By  her  he  had  six  children:  Edwin,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  2,  1892,  who  died  at  the  age  of  17  years; 
Otto,  born  June  25,  1894,  who  died  at  the  age  of  6  years;  Emma,  born  Oct. 
11,  1895,  who  died  when  about  2  weeks  old;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  14,  1896,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Buchli,  of  Montana  township,  and  Adolph,  bom  Oct. 
4, 1898,  who  is  residing  on  the  home  farm.  On  May  2, 1901,  Mr.  Brinkman 
married  Minnie  Schmidt,  who  was  bom  in  Belvidere  township,  March  24, 
1879,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Christiana  (Hoevel)  Schmidt,  her  father 
being  a  native  of  Germany  and  her  mother  of  Lincoln  township.  Both  her 
parents  are  now  deceased.  They  had  twelve  children:  Hannah,  John, 
Theresa,  William,  Frank,  Lena,  Charles,  Minnie,  Jacob,  Katie,  Barbara 
and  Clara,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  but  Clara.  To.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brink- 
man  four  children  have  been  bom:  Helen,  Dec.  4,  1901,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Louis  Buchli ;  Harry,  Dec.  1, 1904,  who  died  when  nearly  6  years  old ;  Viola, 
Jan.  20,  1907,  who  died  at  the  age  of  14  months,  and  Violet,  born  April  10, 
1910,  who  is  living  at  home. 

Gustav  Kurtzweg,  who  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming,  dairying 
and  stock  raising  in  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  his  residence  being  in 
section  32,  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  Jan.  25,  1878,  son  of  August  and 
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Mary  (Wilts)  Kurtzweg.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  about  1870,  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They  had  a  large  family  of  13  children,  of 
whom  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Otto,  Albert,  Paulina  and  Gustav. 
Gustav  Kurtzweg  in  his  youth  attended  the  district  school  and  learned 
agriculture  on  his  parents’  farm,  assisting  his  father  until  arriving  at  his 
majority.  He  then  rented  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  which  contains 
380  acres,  of  which  200  acres  are  cleared.  In  1914  he  also  bought  an 
adjacent  farm  of  210  acres,  140  of  which  are  now  under  the  plow,  so  that 
he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  340  acres  of  cleared  and  cultivated  land,  besides 
having  250  acres  of  woodland  and  pasture.  On  this  large  estate  he  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming,  giving  particular  attention  to  dairying  and  the 
raising  of  swine,  though  he  also  raises  grain  for  the  market.  He  has  a 
good  herd  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  his  hogs  being  of  the  Poland-China  variety. 
He  also  breeds  pure-bred  Belgium  hares.  Mr.  Kurtzweg  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  and  is  a  man  of  wide  acquaintance  and  many  friends.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Jahn’s  Valley  Telephone  Company,  and  has  served  the  town¬ 
ship  two  years  as  road  master. 

On  Aug.  26,  1899,  Mr.  Kurtzweg  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia 
Esbach,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  daughter  of  William  and  Julia 
(Schaub)  Esbach.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  her  mother 
was  born  in  the  United  States.  They  are  now  retired  and  are  residents  of 
Lincoln.  Their  children  are:  Julia  (Mrs.  Kurtzweg),  William,  Alvina  and 
Laura.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtzweg  four  children  have  been  bom:  Lorina, 
Feb.  20,  1900;  Elmer,  Dec.  31,  1901;  Melvin,  Oct.  23,  1909,  who  died  Nov. 
30,  the  same  year,  and  Harvey,  Jan.  19,  1911.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 

Michael  Roffler,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo 
county,  engaged  in  agriculture  and  dairying  in  section  1,  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  Nov.  15,  1858,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Arduser)  Roffler.  The 
parents  came  to  America  in  1859,  locating  in  Alma  township,  this  county, 
where  they  engaged  in  farming.  Later  they  sold  their  farm  in  that 
township  and  bought  one  in  Dover  township,  where  the  father  subsequently 
.  died.  The  mother  died  in  Rosalia,  Wash.  Their  children  were  Hartman, 
Christ,  Barbara,  Michael,  Anna,  Christina  and  Mary.  Michael  Roffler 
spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  on  his  parents’  farm,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  marriage  in  1888,  when  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives  and  which  contains  178  acres,  about  100  of  which  are  cleared, 
the  balance  being  in  woodland.  Mr.  Roffler  does  general  farming,  giving 
special  attention  to  dairying.  In  1912  he  built  his  present  barn  with  stone 
foundation.  He  has  a  good  frame  residence  and  all  the  buildings  on  his 
place  are  well  constructed  and  in  good  condition.  He  is  doing  a  prosperous 
business,  employing  help  during  the  busy  season.  Mr.  Roffler  served  as 
town  supervisor  for  five  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  district  school 
board.  On  Nov.  24,  1888,  Mr.  Roffler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Agnes 
Bitzen,  who  was  born  in  Winona,  Minn.,  Jan.  6,  1867,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Burkhardt)  Bitzen.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children. 
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including  Clara,  Chauncey,  John,  Mary,  Agnes,  Thomas,  Anna  and  Katie, 
of  whom  John  and  Mary  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roffler  have  had 
seven  children:  Aggie,  who  died  from  the  result  of  an  accident  when  16 
years  old ;  Barbara,  who  died  when  2  weeks  old ;  Michael,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  3  weeks ;  two  others  who  died  in  infancy ;  Christ,  born  Nov.  15, 1908, 
and  Clara,  born  May  29,  1909,  who  are  living.  The  surviving  members  of 
the  family  belong  to  the  Reformed  German  church. 

Otto  Gaebele,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  in  section  3,  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Belvidere  township,  Jan.  11,  1887,  son  of 
Michael  and  Carolina  (Herold)  Gaebele.  The  parents  were  both  born  in 
Buffalo  county.  They  had  three  children:  Michael,  now  deceased,  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Otto.  The  father  died  at  the  early  age  of  30  years,  and  his  widow 
subsequently  married  for  her  second  husband  Herman  Schultz.  Of  this 
latter  union  one  child  was  born,  Ronnie,  who  is  now  living.  Otto  Gaebele 
was  educated  in  the  district  school  and  was  22  years  old  when  he  started 
in  for  himself,  having  previously  worked  for  his  father.  On  March  3, 
1910,  he  was  married  to  Mabel  Thoeny,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Carolina 
(Schultz)  Thoeny,  now  of  Mondovi.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Gaebele  rented  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  buying  it  in  1915.  It 
contains  302  acres,  of  which  about  125  acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being 
in  woodland  and  meadow.  He  does  mixed  farming,  giving  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  dairying  and  hog  raising.  His  barn  is  66  by  36  feet  in  size,  with 
stone  basement,  and  with  a  stone  silo  in  connection.  Since  taking  the 
place  he  has  continued  to  improve  it,  attending  closely  to  business.  So 
far  he  has  held  no  public  office.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Methodist 
church.  His  children  are:  Pearl,  born  Aug.  16,  1910,  and  Hazel,  bom  Oct. 
20,  1915.  Mr.  Gaebele  is  one  of  the  prosperous  fanners  of  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship  and  one  of  its  reliable  citizens.  He  and  his  wife  have  a  wide  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

George  Baumann,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Lincoln  township, 
Buffalo  county,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  and  a  member  of  the  town  board, 
was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  Feb.  14,  1872,  son  of  George,  Sr.,  and  Mar¬ 
guerite  (Salwey)  Baumann.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being  Joseph,  John,  Charles,  Anna,  Albert  and  Frank,  the  last 
mentioned  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  At  the  age  of  21  years  George 
Baumann,  Jr.,  began  working  out  for  himself,  having  previously  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  assisting  his  father.  After  being  thus  occupied  for  eight  years 
he  rented  a  farm  and  began  agricultural  operations  on  his  own  account, 
carrying  them  on  on  rented  farms  for  six  years,  during  which  time  he 
made  and  saved  some  money.  In  1907  he  bought  the  farm  of  252  acres  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  of  which  125  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the 
rest  of  the  land  being  wooded  or  in  bluffs.  Mr.  Baumann  does  mixed 
farming,  the  main  part  of  his  business  being  dairying  and  the  raising  of 
swine.  His  barn,  which  has  a  stone  basement,  measures  36  by  80  feet, 
a  stone  silo  being  attached  to  it ;  and  his  house  is  a  good  frame  building. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  successful  men  of  Lincoln  township  and  is 
recognized  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence 
to  any  movement  having  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community 


Digitized  by  t^.OOQLe 


538 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


in  which  he  resides.  As  such  he  has  taken  a  part  in  local  government 
affairs,  having  served  four  years  on  the  town  board  as  supervisor.  Mr. 
Baumann  was  married,  Feb.  25,  1892,  to  Emma  Bardill,  who  was  born  in 
Waumandee,  July  7,  1883,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Krebs)  Bardill. 
Her  parents  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  present  survivors  are  Ida, 
Bertha,  Louis,  Emma,  Minnie  and  Oscar.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baumann  have  been  as  follows:  Elden,  Dec.  25,  1902;  Llewellyn, 
April  19,  1905;  Velletta,  Feb.  28,  1909;  Harvey,  March  12,  1907,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Arleen,  May  15,  1914,  and  Clairville,  Aug.  1,  1916. 

Marshal]  S.  Merritt,  who  settled  in  Naples  township,  Buffalo  county, 
in  1861,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  township  for  some  30  years  until  his 
death,  engaged  in  land  development  and  farming,  was  born  in  Canada, 
Dec.  28,  181.1.  In  about  the  year  1835  he  married  Rachel  Rebecca  Mapes, 
and  for  some  time  they  resided  in  Wayne  township,  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  near  Cherry  valley,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1852  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  until 
the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  came  to  Naples  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  buying  the  claim  of  H.  B.  Roe  to  160  acres  of  land  in  section  21. 
On  this  tract  was  a  two-story  frame  house  and  between  20  and  30  acres 
of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  There  Mr.  Merritt  resided  until  his  death 
in  the  fall  of  1891,  being  well  ki\own  and  respected  as  an  industrious 
farmer  and  good  citizen.  He  had  been  a  widower  for  ten  years,  his  wife 
having  passed  away  in  1881.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Charles 
Henry,  born  in  Ohio  in  1837,  who  died  in  Copeville,  Wash.,  about  1902; 
Lucina,  born  in  Ohio,  Feb.  29,  1840,  who  is  the  widow  of  John  Crawford,  of 
Webster,  S.  D. ;  Rosalia  Z.,  born  in  Ohio,  in  1844,  who  was  the  wife  of 
George  Moss,  of  Glen  Elder,  Kas.,  and  died  in  June,  1917 ;  Loren  A.,  of 
Mondovi  City,  Buffalo  county;  Sarah  Leora,  born  in  Ohio  in  1850,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Andrew  T.  Thalle,  of  Grand  Forks,  N.  D. ;  Linda  M.,  born  in  Ohio 
in  1852,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Lloyd,  of  Sauk  Center,  Minn.;  Mary  S., 
born  in  Iowa  in  1854,  who  married  Seth  Robinson,  of  Mondovi,  Wis.,  and 
died  in  Eau  Claire  in  May,  1914;  Alice  P.,  born  in  Iowa  in  1856,  who  is  the 
wife  of  George  Mericle,  of  Spring  Valley,  Minnesota,  and  Minnie  H.,  born 
in  Iowa  in  1859,  who  is  now  Mrs.  William  Cilley,  of  Concrete,  N.  D. 

Loren  A.  Merritt,  now  living  retired  in  the  city  of  Mondovi,  Buffalo 
county,  was  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  leading  stock  farmers  of 
Mondovi  township,  and  also  a  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  Pepin  counties.  He  was  born  near  Cherry  Valley,  in  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  Jan.  19,  1847,  son  of  Marshall  S.  and  Rachel  R.  (Mapes)  Merritt. 
In  1852  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  from  that  state  in  1861 
to  Naples  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  settled  on  a 
farm.  After  attending  the  common  school  he  became  a  pupil  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Seminary  at  Eau  Claire,  and  later  at  Galesville  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1872.  His  home  residence  during  these  years  was  on  his 
parents’  farm.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1872-73  he  attended  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago,  returning  to  Buffalo  county  in  the  spring 
and  going  to  work  on  the  farm.  He  had  already  had  some  experience 
as  a  school  teacher,  having  taught  in  the  Lunderville  district  in  Gilmanton 
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township,  Buffalo  county,  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1867-68 ;  and  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  1873-74,  after  his  return  from  Chicago,  he  taught  in  the 
village  of  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  and  during  the  winter  of  1874-75  in 
the  Hicks  valley  school  in  the  same  county.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1875-76  Mr.  Merritt  taught  in  the  Rockwell  school,  in  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  where  among  his  pupils  was  Lila  Lillian  Goddard,  who 
became  his  wife  on  March  5,  1876.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Roswell  P. 
and  Rosina  C.  (Thomas)  Goddard,  and  was  born  at  West  Point,  Columbia 
county,  Wis.,  Dec.  28,  1859.  Her  parents,  with  her  two  brothers  and  three 
sisters,  are  all  now  living,  the  parents  in  Mondovi,  this  county,  her  father 
being  81  years  of  age  and  her  mother  77.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Merritt  began 
domestic  life  on  a  farm  in  section  21,  Naples  township,  where  he  built  a 
frame  house  16  by  22  feet  in  size.  It  was  a  farm  of  80  acres,  but  Mr. 
Merritt  subsequently  increased  its  area  to  240  acres  in  one  piece,  besides 
having  20  acres  of  timber  land  in  the  vicinity.  He  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying,  giving  particular  attention  to  stock  raising,  so  that 
in  time  he  had  the  leading  herd  of  high-grade  Holsteins  in  this  section, 
keeping  a  registered  sire  for  many  years.  He  also  erected  a  fine  set  of 
buildings,  including  barns,  sheds,  and  a  neat  and  commodious  frame  resi¬ 
dence.  There  he  continued  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  and  stock 
raising  operations,  together  with  dairying,  until  Oct.  12,  1916,  when  he 
retired  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Mondovi  City.  During  his  years  on 
the  farm  Mr.  Merritt  taught  school  almost  every  winter  in  one  place  or 
another,  with  an  occasional  summer  school.  As  a  good  citizen  interested 
in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  government  affairs,  having  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and  also  as  chairman  of  the  county 
board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  recently  appointed  food 
administrator  or  commissioner  for  the  northern  part  of  Buffalo  county 
and  is  performing  his  duties  in  that  connection  with  zeal  and  intelligence. 
Mr.  Merritt  has  been  elected  municipal  judge  of  the  city  of  Mondovi.  Mr. 
Merritt’s  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Masons  and  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Though  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  attends  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church  in  Mondovi  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school,  his  wife 
and  family  being  members.  For  many  years  he  has  been  an  ardent  worker 
in  the  temperance  cause.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merritt  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  all  born  in  Naples  township,  as  follows:  Sadie  Lillian,  Nov.  24, 
1877;  Loren  A.,  Jr.,  Dec.  11,  1880;  Roswell  P.,  March  26,  1882;  Rachel 
Rosina,  May  27,  1887;  Harry  E.,  Dec.  5,  1890;  Lora  S.,  June  1,  1892,  and 
Vinnie  Dell,  June  3,  1894.  Sadie  Lillian  is  now  the  wife  of  Bruce  G.  Nel¬ 
son,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Loren  A.,  Jr.,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying 
near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Roswell  P.  is  an  eye  specialist,  practicing  his  profes¬ 
sion  at  Kemnar,  N.  D.  Rachel  Rosina  is  a  primary  critic  teacher  in  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Lora  S.  and  Vinnie  Dell  are  engaged 
in  teaching  at  Oak  Park,  Ill.  Harry  E.,  who  was  principal  of  the  high 
school  at  Wild  Rose,  Wis.,  is  now  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
service.  Having  seen  service  in  France  in  the  trenches  and  gone  “over 
the  top,”  he  has  been  returned  to  the  United  States  as  instructor  in  mod- 
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ern  warfare.  While  across  he  received  his  diploma  from  a  French  academy. 
After  being  returned  to  the  United  States  he  visited  his  home  in  Mondovi, 
while  on  a  furlough,  and  addressed  one  of  the  largest  audiences  that  ever 
gathered  in  the  city,  giving  his  personal  reminiscences  of  his  service  in 
France.  He  also  exhibited  with  interesting  explanations  several  articles 
of  modern  warfare  which  he  had  brought  home  with  him,  among  them 
being  gas  masks,  both  of  French  and  English  make. 

Fred  Stienke,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Canton  township,  now  deceased,  was 
a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany.  There  he  was  married  to  Elnora  Harem, 
and  in  1861  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  bringing  with  them  their 
three  children,  Carl,  Herman  and  Augusta.  After  a  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  in  a  sailing  vessel  they  landed  in  this  country  and  came  west  to 
Wisconsin,  locating  first  in  La  Crosse,  where  Mr.  Steinke,  who  was  a 
strong,  vigorous  man,  found  employment  in  a  brickyard.  About  three 
years  later  he  gave  up  that  occupation  and  with  his  family  came  to  Buffalo 
county,  securing  80  acres  of  government  land  in  Canton  township.  To 
this  he  later  added  80  acres  of  railroad  land  and  finally  increased  his  hold¬ 
ings  to  200  acres.  His  original  tracts  were  wild,  as  well  as  the  surround¬ 
ing  country,  and  he  had  to  cut  a  road  to  his  property,  or  rather  clear  a 
passage,  as  it  was  years  before  a  real  road  was  constructed.  His  party 
consisted  of  eight  persons,  as  it  included  an  uncle  of  Michael  Stienke  and 
a  man  named  August  Heck.  For  the  first  few  days  the  family  made  their 
home  in  the  wagon.  Then  Mr.  Stienke  went  to  Durand  and  got  lumber 
with  which  to  build  a  shanty,  in  which  they  resided  until  the  fall,  when  a 
log  house  was  erected.  In  addition  to  the  ox  team,  Mr.  Stienke  had  two 
cows  and  two  calves.  Thus  provided,  he  began  the  life  of  a  pioneer  farmer, 
and  in  time,  through  hard  work  and  perseverance,  he  increased  in  pros¬ 
perity  until  he  and  his  family  reached  comfortable  circumstances.  Mr. 
Steinke  died  on  his  farm  in  1906,  at  the  age  of  80  years  and  five  months. 
His  wife’s  earthly  career  was  much  shorter,  as  she  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  52.  In  addition  to  the  three  children  who  came  with  them  from  Ger¬ 
many,  they  had  four  others — Albert,  Fred,  Rhinehold  and  Amelia,  who 
were  all  born  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  except  Albert,  and  he  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Steinke  and  family  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 

Carl  August  Steinke,  a  successful  farmer  and  respected  citizen  of 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  West  Prussia,  Germany, 
Dec.  10, 1849,  son  of  Fred  and  Elnora  (Harem)  Stienke.  He  first  attended 
school  in  his  native  land,  and  later  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.  After  the  family 
came  to  Buffalo  county  about  1863  he  had  no  further  educational  advan¬ 
tages,  having  to  help  his  father  clear  the  land.  Until  reaching  the  age 
of  30  years  he  resided  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  was  then  married 
to  Mary  Kreiger,  a  native  of  Germany.  He  then  settled  on  80  acres  of 
land  in  section  15,  Canton  township,  on  which  he  built  a  log  house,  16  acres 
of  the  land  being  then  cleared.  On  that  property  he  resided  for  ten  years, 
engaged  in  making  improvements.  He  then  sold  that  farm  and  bought 
one  in  Gilmanton  township.  This  estate,  which  he  purchased  in  1892,  con¬ 
tained  180  acres  of  land  and  was  a  splendid  piece  of  property.  There  he 
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carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully,  raising  good  stock  and  real¬ 
izing  a  good  profit  from  the  place.  It  was  his  home  until  1913,  when  he 
sold  it  and  moved  to  Modena  township,  from  which  he  moved  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  in  1916.  He  is  now  practically  retired,  except  that  for  the  last  four 
years  he  has  operated  a  threshing  machine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steinke  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Albert,  of  Mondovi  township;  Wilhelmina,  wife 
of  Sam  Meyer,  of  Modena  township ;  Richard,  of  Modena,  and  Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Martin  Hagen,  of  Modena.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

George  Salwey,  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  280  acres,  in  section  22,  was  bom  in 
this  township,  March  4,  1879,  son  of  Bernhardt  and  Katrina  (Martin) 
Salwey.  The  parents,  natives  of  France,  came  to  America  when  young 
people,  the  father  in  the  early  fifties.  They  were  married  in  Buffalo  county, 
and  their  first  home  was  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  for  which  Mr.  Salwey 
paid  $750.  This  he  later  sold  and  in  the  same  year  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son  George — a  tract  of  280  acres,  most  of  which  was  cleared. 
He  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  They  had  seven  children :  John,  Mary 
(deceased),  Ben,  Lena,  George,  Katie  and  a  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy. 
George  Salwey  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  his  boyhood  attended 
the  district  school.  He  was  his  father’s  assistant  until  reaching  the  age 
of  21  years,  after  which  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Minnesota.  He  then 
rented  his  parents’  farm  for  a  while,  this  being  a  short  time  previous  to 
his  marriage,  and  afterwards  purchased  it,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  here  on  his  own  account, 
giving  particular  attention  to  dairying,  and  the  breeding  of  swine,  sheep 
and  Percheron  horses.  Of  the  280  acres  contained  in  the  farm,  140  are 
cleared,  the  rest  being  mostly  woodland.  Since  coming  into  possession 
of  the  farm  Mr.  Salwey  has  made  some  improvements  on  it,  having  built 
an  addition  to  the  barn  and  erected  a  stone  silo.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
Jahn’s  Valley  Telephone  Company  and  also  in  the  Waumandee  Co-operative 
Creamery.  For  some  time  he  has  served  in  the  office  of  school  director. 
On  Sept.  14,  1901,  Mr.  Salwey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Schieche, 
who  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  Dec.  22,  1882,  daughter  of  Franz  and 
Sophia  (Fleigh)  Schieche.  Her  father  was  born  in  Austria,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  residents  of  Alma  Village.  Mrs.  Salwey  was  one  of  eight 
children :  Frank,  Anna,  Joseph,  William,  Emma,  Albert,  Rosa,  and  Cecelia. 
Emma  is  now  the  wife  of  Emil  Loesel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salwey  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Erwin  F.,  born  Oct.  18,  1902;  Mildred  L.,  born 
April  4,  1907,  and  Willard  G.,  born  June  23,  1910. 

Emil  H.  Kuehn,  a  well  to  do  farmer  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo 
county,  residing  in  section  2,  was  born  in  town  of  Lincoln,  March  1,  1880, 
son  of  Barnabus  and  Rosina  (Staveman)  Kuehn.  The  parents  were  natives 
of  Germany,  but  were  married  in  America.  Of  their  six  children  two  died 
in  infancy ;  one,  Louise,  when  twelve  years  old ;  and  the  others  were  Mary, 
who  married  Jacob  Buchmiller;  William,  now  a  resident  of  Alma,  and 
Emil  H.  Emil  H.  Kuehn  received  his  mental  training  in  the  school  of  his 
district  in  Lincoln  township,  and  worked  on  his  parents’  farm,  assisting 
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his  father  until  1911.  He  then  began  his  independent  career  by  purchas¬ 
ing  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  which  contains  240  acres,  115 
acres  being  under  cultivation,  and  the  rest  in  woodland.  Mr.  Kuehn  does 
general  farming,  raising  grain  and  keeping  graded  Holstein  cattle,  and 
devoting  a  considerable  part  of  his  time  to  his  dairying  interests.  He  is 
gradually  breeding  up  his  cattle  to  a  full-blooded  stock.  His  barn  meas¬ 
ures  30  by  80  feet,  and  is  provided  with  a  stone  basement  and  silo.  His 
house  is  a  six-roomed,  brick-veneered  structure,  and  he  has  recently 
erected  a  pump  and  engine  shed,  14  by  40  feet  in  size.  On  April  27,  1905, 
Mr.  Kuehn  was  married  to  Anna  Menke,  who  was  born  in  Alma  township, 
June  16,  1884,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Wilhelmina  Menke.  Her  mother 
is  now  deceased,  but  her  father  is  living,  and  resides  in  the  old  home  in 
Alma  township.  Their  children  were:  Beulah,  William,  Martha,  John  and 
Anna.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emil  H.  Kuehn  two  children  have  been  born: 
Verona,  April  4,  1906,  and  Melvin,  Nov.  24,  1911. 

Herman  Eitel,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo 
county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Sept.  7,  1871,  son  of  Conrad  and  Rica 
(Loitze)  Eitel.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  who,  on  coming  to 
America,  settled  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  on  the  farm  where  their  son 
Herman  now  lives.  Mrs.  Rica  Eitel  died  in  1903,  and  was  survived  by  her 
husband,  who  is  now  living  in  Alma  village  retired,  having  reached  the 
age  of  87  years.  They  had  five  children :  Ida.  Minnie,  Emma,  Herman  and 
William.  Herman  Eitel  was  educated  in  the  district  school  and  worked 
for  his  father  until  reaching  the  age  of  25  years.  He  was  then  married, 
Jan.  6, 1897,  to  Paulina  Kretschmer,  daughter  of  Gustav  and  Sophia  (Ginz- 
key)  Kretschmer.  On  beginning  domestic  life  Mr.  Eitel  bought  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  from  his  father.  It  contains  190  acres,  of  which  about  80  acres 
are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woodland  and  pasture.  His  barn,  which 
has  a  stone  basement,  measures  30  by  60  feet,  while  he  has  a  good  frame 
residence.  Mr.  Eitel  does  mixed  farming,  paying  special  attention  to  dairy¬ 
ing  and  hog  raising.  He  employs  help  throughout  the  year  and  is  doing 
a  paying  business.  So  far  he  has  taken  no  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
Gustav  and  Sophia  (Ginzkey)  Kretschmer,  parents  of  Mrs.  Herman  Eitel, 
were  born  in  Germany.  On  coming  to  America  they  settled  in  Lincoln 
township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  and  12  years  later  moved  to  Cream,  in  the 
same  township,  where  Mr.  Kretschmer  engaged  in  business.  Later  they 
moved  to  Humbird,  in  Clark  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  lived  retired 
until  their  death.  Their  children  were:  Augusta,  Julia,  Emelia  (died  Nov. 
2, 1915) ,  Otto,  Moritz,  Paulina  and  Anna.  Anna  died  at  the  age  of  4  years. 

Carl  F»  Balk,  one  of  the  active  and  progressive  farmers  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of  Lincoln  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  his  farm  lying  in  section  36,  was  born  in  this  township,  June 
20,  1879,  son  of  Fritz  and  Elizabeth  Balk.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
Germany,  but  were  married  in  the  United  States.  Both  are  now  living 
in  Lincoln  township.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  four  of  whom 
died  young.  The  survivors  are  Minnie,  Alvina,  Herman,  Carl,  William, 
Emelia,  Fred  and  Elsie.  Carl  F.  Balk  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm  and 
worked  for  them  and  for  others  in  the  vicinity  until  23  years  old,  when 
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he  started  in  for  himself,  renting  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  which 
he  worked  together  with  his  parents’  farm.  On  Oct.  4,  1910  he  purchased 
the  rented  farm,  where  he  is  now  carrying  on  general  agriculture,  giving 
special  attention  to  dairying.  The  farm  contains  280  acres,  of  which  150 
acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  It  is  furnished  with  good 
buildings,  the  house  being  a  frame  structure  of  six  rooms,  while  the  barn, 
erected  in  1912,  measures  36  by  80  feet,  and  has  a  stone  basement  partly 
cemented.  In  the  spring  of  1918  he  erected  a  silo  with  a  ten-foot  basement, 
and  24  feet  above  of  stave  construction.  He  has  also  just  installed  an 
individual  electric  light  plant  for  lighting  the  house  and  outbuildings,  and 
with  two  outside  lights.  One  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  men  of 
his  township,  Mr.  Balk  has  naturally  attained  prominence  as  a  citizen 
and  has  served  as  road  master  for  two  years.  He  was  married,  Nov.  26, 
1904,  to  Lucy  Haigh,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  this  county,  Feb. 
24,  1885,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Loesel)  Haigh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balk 
have  two  children:  Eleanor  Minnie,  who  was  born  Dec.  31,  1906,  and 
Edna  Vernie,  born  Dec.  18,  1909.  The  religious  affiliations  of  the  family 
are  with  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Fred  C.  Balk  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  Nov.  18, 1891,  son  of  Fritz  and  Elizabeth  Balk.  He  was  educated  at  a 
district  school  in  Lincoln  township,  and  was  associated  in  farm  work  on 
the  homestead  with  his  father  until  23  years  old.  He  then  started  in  for 
himself,  renting  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  21,  which  he  is  operating 
with  good  success.  He  was  married,  Nov.  14,  1914,  to  Clara  Beck,  who 
was  born  in  Waumandee  township,  this  county,  March  12,  1895,  daughter 
of  Alfred  and  Anna  (Leibenberg)  Beck,  natives  of  that  township,  who 
are  now  living  retired  in  Lincoln  township.  Of  this  union  there  is  one 
child,  Violet  Evelyn,  bom  Sept.  27,  1917.  Mr.  Balk  is  one  of  the  progres¬ 
sive  young  farmers  of  his  township,  and  has  established  his  reputation 
as  a  good  and  reliable  citizen. 

The  Urban  Dairy  Association,  operating  a  cheese  factory  in  which 
some  members  of  the  Balk  family  are  interested,  was  organized,  and  the 
factory  built  early  in  1918,  and  is  located  in  Lincoln  township.  The  fac¬ 
tory  went  into  operation  June  1,  and  is  doing  a  fine  and  increasing  business, 
covering  a  large  area  of  territory.  Albert  Balk,  of  Lincoln  township,  is 
president;  John  W.  Voss,  of  Gilmanton  township,  secretary;  Herman 
Gund,  of  Gilmanton  township,  treasurer,  and  the  board  of  directors  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  officers  together  with  Otto  Gaeble  and  Charles  Root. 

Nicholas  Kindschi,  a  resident  of  Alma  township,  from  1865  to  1914, 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married.  In 
1865,  leaving  his  wife,  Dora,  and  first  born  child,  Benedict,  behind,  he 
came  alone  to  the  United  States,  and  chose  a  location  for  settlement  in 
Alma  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  joined  in  the 
following  year  by  his  wife  and  son.  The  rest  of  his  life,  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  was  spent  on  his  farm  in  this  township,  where  he  died  May  6, 
1914.  He  had  been  a  widower  for  about  ten  years,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  1904.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Benedict,  bom  June  6, 
1864,  and  now  a  farmer  in  Lincoln  township,  this  county;  Dora,  born 
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March  5,  1867 ;  Christiana,  born  Oct.  1,  1869 ;  Tobias,  born  Oct.  18,  1871 ; 
Nicklaus,  born  Dec.  17,  1873,  now  deceased;  Marie,  born  April  18,  1875, 
who  died  in  Canada;  Florian,  born  July  8,  1878;  Paul,  born  Feb.  8,  1881; 
Margaret,  born  Dec.  10,  1883,  and  Katherine,  born  April  1,  1885. 

Benedict  Kindschi,  a  well  known  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Lincoln 
township,  Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  6,  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
June  6,  1864,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Dora  Kindschi.  He  was  a  babe  when  he 
accompanied  his  mother  to  America,  in  1866,  locating  in  Alma  township, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin  .whither  the  father  had  preceded  them.  There 
he  was  brought  up  on  his  parents’  farm,  attending  district  school  during 
the  winters  until  he  was  16  years  old,  after  which  he  spent  his  time  in 
working  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  28,  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hitz.  He  then  worked  a  farm  of  his  father's  on  Pine  Creek,  Alma 
township,  and  resided  on  it  until  some  twelve  years  ago,  when  he  sold  it 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in 
June,  1896,  leaving  one  child,  Dora,  who  was  born  Jan.  14,  1893,  and  who 
is  now  living  in  Lincoln  township,  the  wife  of  Gerhard  Haigh.  On  Nov. 
11,  1899,  Mr.  Kindschi  married  Bertha  Schultz,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln 
township,  Dec.  20,  1867,  daughter  of  J.  F.  and  Emelia  (Schoepp)  Schultz. 
Of  this  marriage  four  children  have  been  born :  Emelia,  Dec.  9,  1901 ; 
Nichlaus,  who  died  in  infancy;  Roye,  born  June  4,  1906,  and  Christiana, 
March  8,  1908.  Mr.  Kindschi's  farm  contains  about  188  acres,  of  which 
43  acres  are  cleared.  He  gives  special  attention  to  dairying,  keeping 
graded  Holstein  cattle,  and  is  doing  a  successful  business.  His  barn,  30 
by  70  feet  in  dimensions,  is  provided  with  a  stone  basement,  and  he  has  in 
connection  therewith  a  good  clay-block  silo.  His  residence  is  a  modern 
brick-veneered  house,  electrically  lighted  from  his  own  electric  plant,  as 
are  also  all  his  more  important  buildings.  An  enterprising  citizen,  he  is 
making  good  progress  on  the  road  to  fortune,  and  has  devoted  some  part 
of  his  time  to  town  affairs,  having  served  six  years  as  supervisor.  Mr. 
Kindschi  and  his  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Reformed  Ger¬ 
man  church. 

August  Herrmann,  a  general  farmer,  owning  a  farm  of  200  acres,  in 
section  5,  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  April 
30,  1859,  son  of  Carl  and  Johanna  (Dobbert)  Herrmann.  The  family  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1883,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  father,  Carl 
Herrmann,  was  a  workingman  in  Buffalo  county,  but  owned  land  which 
he  rented  to  others.  He  died  in  1916,  his  wife  having  previously  passed 
away,  in  1914.  They  had  three  children:  August,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Johanna,  born  in  1861,  who  married  Edmond  Hornburg,  and  Carl,  born  in 
1865,  who  is  now  a  shoemaker  in  Winona,  Minn.  August  Herrmann  was 
educated  in  Germany  and  was  about  24  years  old  when  he  came  to  America. 
After  arriving  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  he  worked  out  as  a  farm 
hand  for  four  years,  and  then  rented  a  farm  in  Waumandee  township, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years.  He  subsequently  rented  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  after  operating  under  rental  for  four  years, 
purchased  it  in  1891,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  improvement.  It  contains  200  acres,  of  which  100  are  clear,  the 
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balance  being  in  woodland.  Mr.  Herrmann  has  erected  all  the  buildings 
now  in  use  on  his  farm,  and  has  also  dug  a  good  well  which  furnishes  an 
adequate  water  supply.  The  old  barn  being  destroyed  by  a  cyclone,  he 
replaced  it  with  another,  30  by  50  feet,  with  a  stone  basement,  to  which 
he  has  added  a  24-foot  addition.  This  barn  has  cement  floors  and  is 
equipped  with  patent  stanchions  and  running  water,  being  modern  and 
sanitary.  It  was  constructed  by  Mr.  Herrmann’s  son,  Robert,  who  is  a 
master  carpenter.  The  house,  erected  seven  years  ago,  is  a  modern 
frame  building  of  nine  rooms.  Mr.  Herrmann  does  mixed  farming,  but 
mostly  dairying  and  hog  raising.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Holstein  breed. 
Mr.  Herrmann  was  married,  Dec.  6,  1885,  to  Wilhelmina  Kohagan,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1863,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Sophie  (Sheffert) 
Kohagan,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  December,  1883.  They  had  but  two  children,  the  other  being 
a  son,  August,  who  remained  in  Germany.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrmann 
seven  children  have  been  born:  Louisa,  who  married  Fritz  Giese;  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  married  Luvina  Schatler;  Robert,  who  is  a  carpenter,  living  at 
home ;  George,  also  on  the  homestead ;  Alfred  and  Emil,  who  are  attending 
school,  and  a  son  (the  third  born),  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 

Gustav  G.  F.  Marks,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Lincoln  township, 
Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  32,  was  born  in  Winona,  Minn.,  March 
16,  1869,  son  of  August  and  Amelia  (Paustz)  Marks.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  sixties,  locating 
in  La  Crosse,  Wis.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Winona  by  team,  there 
being  then  no  railroad,  and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  Winona, 
crossed  the  river  into  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  where  for  30  years  he  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  and  his 
wife  had  ten  children,  two  of  whom,  August  and  Albert,  are  now  deceased. 
The  living  are  Charles,  Mary,  Gustav  G.  F.,  Herman,  Anna,  Ida,  Henry  and 
Olga.  Both  the  parents  are  now  deceased.  Gustav  G.  F.  Marks  acquired 
an  elementary  education  in  the  district  school,  also  attending  the  Lutheran 
school  at  Winona,  for  a  year.  Learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  from  his 
father,  he  followed  it  for  a  number  of  years  in  early  manhood  in  Lincoln. 
For  three  years  also  he  drove  the  U.  S.  mail  wagon  in  Milwaukee.  In  the 
year  of  his  marriage,  1895,  he  located  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
taking  possession  of  it  in  August.  It  contains  342  acres,  of  which  about 
125  acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being  mostly  in  woodland.  Here  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  farming,  especially  in  dairying  and  the  breeding  of  swine. 
He  has  remodeled  the  hquse  and  has  a  good  set  of  buildings,  having  him¬ 
self  erected  a  barn,  granary  and  hog  house.  His  equipment  is  thoroughly 
modern  and  includes  an  electric  light  plant.  His  land  is  also  rich  and 
fertile,  and  altogether  his  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Marks  is  also  a  stockholder  in  Jahn’s  Valley  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  town  treasurer  for  seven  years,  roadmaster  for  eight  years, 
and  has  also  served  on  the  district  school  board  as  clerk.  On  Feb.  13, 1895, 
Mr.  Marks  was  married  to  Paulina  Zirzow,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  May  1,  1867,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Johanna  (Heubsch)  Zirzow. 
Her  parents  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  two  children  have 
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been  born:  Esther,  Nov.  18,  1895,  and  Harry,  Feb.  21,  1899.  They  are 
both  residing  on  the  home  farm. 

Carl  J.  Ruff,  proprietor  of  Meadow  View  Farm,  in  section  19,  Lincoln 
township,  and  who  is  also  connected  officially  with  the  Praag  Cheese  Fac¬ 
tory,  is  a  man  of  wide  acquaintance  in  Buffalo  county,  and  of  high  stand¬ 
ing  as  a  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Alma  township,  this  county,  Oct.  14,  1870, 
son  of  George  and  Julia  (Krause)  Ruff.  His  parents,  though  of  German 
origin,  were  married  in  this  country  and  resided  for  about  a  year  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  N.  Y.  Thence  they  removed  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  and  two  years  later 
to  Alma  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  taking  a  farm  in  section  23.  There 
George  Ruff  died  in  1881,  and  about  two  years  later  his  widow  married 
Matthias  G.  Ruff,  who  survived  her,  her  death  taking  place  on  the  farm, 
March  14,  1917.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  three  children:  Anna, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hilgert;  Paulina,  wife  of  Ernst  Klug,  and  Carl, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Her  children  by  her  second  husband  were: 
Emil,  now  residing  with  his  father,  on  the  home  farm;  and  Alice,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Kreibich.  Carl  J.  Ruff,  in  early  manhood,  and  up 
to  the  age  of  26  years,  worked  out  as  a  hired  hand  on  various  farms.  He 
then  married  and  bought  the  farm  of  303  acres  on  which  he  now  resides, 
and  of  which  150  acres  are  under  the  plow,  the  rest  being  woodland,  meadow 
and  bluff.  He  raises  most  of  the  usual  farm  crops  and  gives  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  dairying  and  the  breeding  of  swine,  meeting  with  good  success  in 
all  branches  of  his  business.  He  has  two  barns,  one  built  in  1902,  meas¬ 
uring  34  by  70  feet ;  and  the  other,  with  stone  basement,  measuring  32  by 
56  feet.  Two  years  ago  he  erected  a  modern  hog  barn.  His  residence  is 
a  substantial  stone  house  of  nine  rooms.  Of  the  Praag  Cheese  Factory 
he  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  as  well  as  a  director  and  stockholder.  He 
has  served  as  school  director  for  six  years,  but  gives  his  principal  attention 
to  his  farming  interests,  which  have  yearly  increased  in  importance.  On 
May  16,  1896,  Mr.  Ruff  was  united  in  marriage  with  Marguerite  Vollmer, 
who  was  born  in  Alma  township,  July  31,  1875,  daughter  of  John  G.  and 
Marguerite  (Huscon)  Vollmer.  She  was  the  seventh  born  in  a  family  of 
eight  children — John,  Joseph,  Mary,  Anna,  Simon,  George,  Marguerite  and 
Henry.  Anna  and  Henry  are  now  deceased,  as  also  is  the  mother,  Mrs. 
Marguerite  Vollmer,  who  passed  from  this  life  some  four  years  ago.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruff  six  children  have  been  born :  George,  April  29,  1897 ; 
Irvine,  Jan.  29,  1899;  Wilma,  April  21,  1901;  Mabel,  May  16,  1903;  Clar¬ 
ence,  April  23,  1906,  and  Arnold,  Dec.  18,  1909. 

Paul  Lanicca,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Alma  township,  Buffalo 
county,  who  has  served  many  years  in  public  office,  and  is  also  proprietor 
of  an  excellent  farm  in  section  6,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  March  7,  1858, 
son  of  John  Thomas  and  Ursula  (Lanicca)  Lanicca.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Switzerland,  where  the  father  was  born,  April  15,  1815.  They 
came  to  America  in  1868,  locating  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin.  Sub¬ 
sequently  they  removed  to  Alma  township,  Buffalo  county,  buying  the 
farm  on  which  their  son,  Paul,  now  resides.  Here  John  T.  Lanicca  died  in 
1890,  at  the  age  of  75  years,  and  his  wife  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  74  years. 
Their  children  were:  Elsbeth,  who  is  now  living  in  Alma,  the  widow  of 
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J.  P.  Allemann ;  Ursula,  who  married  John  Buchly,  and  is  now  deceased,  as 
also  is  her  husband;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Faller,  and  lives  in 
Alma;  Marguerite,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Risch,  and 
whose  only  surviving  child,  Lena,  born  April  4,  1888,  is  now  residing  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Christian,  who  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  25 
years;  Paul,  subject  of  this  memoir,  and  Verona,  born  July  7,  1864,  who 
resides  with  her  brother.  Paul  Lanicca  spent  his  youthful  days  on  the 
farm,  assisting  his  father  to  develop  and  improve  it.  In  1890,  on  the 
father’s  death,  it  became  his  property,  and  he  has  since  operated  it  on  his 
own  account.  Its  area  is  200  acres,  of  which  75  acres  are  cleared,  the 
remainder  being  in  woodland  and  meadow.  Mr.  Lanicca  does  mixed  farm¬ 
ing  and  has  a  herd  of  registered  Shorthorn  cattle,  to  the  breeding  of  which 
variety  he  gives  particular  attention.  He  also  raises  hogs  for  the  market 
and  grows  grain  and  other  farm  crops,  realizing  good  financial  returns, 
and  his  buildings  and  farm  equipment  are  modern  and  in  good  condition. 
Mr.  Lanicca  served  three  years  as  chairman  of  the  Alma  town  board  and 
was  supervisor  on  the  side  board  for  two  years.  He  has  been  district 
school  clerk  for  20  years.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  lodge  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Alma. 

Frank  Lewis  Owen,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  has  resided  since 
childhood,  was  born  in  Wabasha  county,  Minn.,  Oct.  25,  1862,  son  of  Lewis 
and  Lydia  Owen.  He  was  but  a  small  child  when  his  parents  located  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Owen  valley,  this  township,  and  here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  the  ordinary  educational  advantages  afforded  by  the 
school  of  his  district.  In  1888  he  began  independent  operations  on  a  tract 
of  100  acres,  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  and  which  forms  a  part  of  his 
present  farm.  As  it  was  unprovided  with  buildings,  he  erected  a  house  in 
the  same  year,  putting  up  other  buildings  as  needed,  and  in  1907  he  built 
his  present  barn,  measuring  34  by  56  feet,  with  16-foot  posts,  stone  base¬ 
ment  with  cement  floor,  and  equipped  with  patent  stanchions.  He  has  also 
added  to  it  a  silo  12  by  34  feet  in  size,  and  his  farm  is  now  well  provided 
both  with  house,  barn  and  outbuildings.  Its  size  has  also  been  increased 
to  250  acres.  The  land  is  fruitful  and  well  cultivated,  and  Mr.  Owen  is 
raising  a  good  grade  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  horses,  and  Jersey-Red  swine, 
for  which  he  finds  a  profitable  market.  Taking  an  interest  in  everything 
that  concerns  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  township,  he  has  devoted 
a  part  of  his  time  to  service  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Owen 
assumed  domestic  responsibilities  in  1888,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Della  Mock,  daughter  of  William  and  Lucinda  Mock.  Their  family 
circle  has  been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  nine  children:  Lee,  Frank,  Effie, 
Burr,  Edna,  Earl,  William,  Ora  and  Robert. 

Knute  H.  Brenn,  the  founder  of  the  Brenn  family  in  Naples  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  near  Christiania,  Norway,  in  1824.  In  1854  he 
was  married  in  his  native  land  to  Esther,  daughter  of  Eric  and  Esther 
Bjergo,  also  a  native  of  Norway,  and  bom  in  1821.  For  ten  years  after 
his  marriage  he  continued  to  reside  in  Norway  and  then,  in  1864,  he  came 
to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  from  which  place  he  proceeded 
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to  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  There  he  farmed  until  1872,  in  which  year 
he  came  with  an  ox  team  and  wagon  to  Buffalo  county,  locating  on  wild 
land  in  section  28,  Naples  township,  a  tract  of  160  acres.  There  were  no 
buildings  but  a  sod  house  in  a  side  hill,  in  which  he  and  his  family  made 
their  home  for  three  years.  In  1876  he  built  the  upright  of  the  present 
frame  house,  and  in  time,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  he  cleared  be¬ 
tween  25  and  30  acres  of  his  land.  Mr.  Brenn  was  a  hard  worker,  and  was 
prominent  among  the  sturdy  Norwegians  of  the  community.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Norden  congregation  of  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  church  in  Naples  township,  to  which  he  and  his  family  belonged.  His 
death  occurred  in  1894,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1898.  Their  remains  now 
rest  at  Norden,  in  Naples  township.  Their  children  were:  Halvor,  who  is 
now  farming  on  the  old  homestead ;  Mary,  wife  of  A.  0.  Jutrud,  of  Naples 
township:  Knute  K.,  a  farmer,  in  section  22,  Naples  township,  and  Eric, 
who  died  in  1879.  All  the  children,  but  Knute  K.,  were  born  in  Norway. 

Halvor  Brenn,  a  representative  farmer,  residing  in  Naples  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  24,  1856,  son  of  Knute  H.  and 
Esther  (Bj  ergo)  Brenn.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1864, 
landing  at  Quebec,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Green  county,  Wisconsin. 
In  1872  they  removed  to  Naples  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  here  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood.  His  education  was  limited, 
but  for  a  short  time  he  attended  district  school.  The  rest  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  helping  his  father  grub  and  clear  the  farm,  or  in  working 
out  to  earn  money  for  the  support  of  the  family  in  their  strenuous  pioneer 
days.  On  Nov.  18,  1889,  he  married  Bertha,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Reude  Amberson,  of  Naples  township,  and  he  and  his  bride  began  dorr  33- 
tic  life  on  the  Brenn  homestead,  in  which  he  bought  a  half  interest.  Among 
the  buildings  he  erected  are  the  frame  house,  consisting  of  an  upright, 
16  by  24  by  14  feet,  with  a  wing  18  by  20  by  14  feet ;  a  barn,  40  by  74  by 
20  feet,  with  cement  floors,  built  in  1899 ;  a  granary,  16  by  24  by  14 ;  poul¬ 
try  house,  16  by  34  by  8 ;  three  tool  sheds,  two  being  16  by  32  by  8,  and 
the  other,  18  by  20  by  8  feet ;  a  hog  house,  16  by  20  by  8 ;  sheep  barn,  20 
by  30  by  10 ;  a  kitchen  and  woodhouse,  14  by  20  by  8,  and  a  milkhouse, 
8  by  10  by  8  feet,  all  the  buildings  being  in  good  shape.  Mr.  Brenn  was 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  raising  Red  Poll 
cattle,  Shropshire  sheep  and  a  good  grade  of  swine,  until  1917,  when  he 
rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Christian,  for  one  year,  and  retired  to  Mondovi, 
having  acquired  a  competency  and  established  a  record  as  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  this  region.  His  farm,  consisting  of  160  acres,  is  beautifully 
situated  in  a  valley  six  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Mondovi.  The  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvor  Brenn  were  as  follows:  Emma,  born 
Dec.  23,  1890;  Christian,  born  Jan.  7,  1892;  Edna,  born  Sept.  20,  1893; 
Helma,  born  Dec.  18,  1900,  and  Myrtle,  born  Sept.  28,  1910.  Helma  died 
an  infant,  in  1901.  Edna  is  now  Mrs.  Gunder  Berg,  of  Strum,  Wis.  The 
others  are  residing  at  home  on  the  farm,  except  Christian,  who  is  now 
at  Camp  Grant,  in  the  United  States  service. 

Charles  L.  Dienger,  a  well  known  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Lincoln 
township,  Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  25.  is  a  man  who  has  attained 
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a  prosperous  condition  in  life  through  his  own  enterprise  and  industry, 
having  begun  without  any  extraneous  advantages.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo 
City,  Wis.,  Feb.  15,  1866,  son  of  Carl  and  Fredericka  (Kubach)  Dienger. 
His  parents  were  born  in  Germany,  the  father,  Jan.  16,  1825,  and  the 
mother,  Nov.  19,  1835.  The  former  came  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  and 
the  latter  in  June,  1859.  They  were  married  in  Buffalo  City,  Wis.,  and 
located  in  Belvidere  township,  on  a  farm.  Carl  Dienger  died  June  6,  1907, 
but  his  wife  is  still  living,  and  is  now  residing  with  her  son,  Charles  L. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  the  first  born,  a  son,  dying 
in  infancy.  The  others  were :  Caroline,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; 
John  Christian,  born  Feb.  21,  1863;  Fred,  born  July  17,  1864;  Charles  L., 
born  Feb.  15,  1866;  Adolph,  born  in  October,  1868,  who  died  when  about 
six  months  old ;  Christiana,  born  Dec.  20,  1870,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Mary,  born  Dec.  20,  1872,  who  died  at  the  age  of  20  years;  Fred¬ 
ericka,  born  March  10,  1874,  who  died  at  the  age  of  16  years ;  Julius,  bom 
July  23,  1876,  and  Jacob,  born  Jan.  13,  1878.  Those  not  mentioned  as 
deceased  are  now  living.  Charles  L.  Dienger,  in  his  youthful  days,  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm,  working  out  at  times  until  arriving 
at  the  age  of  22  years,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives. 
After  operating  it  for  four  years  he  sold  it,  but  four  years  later  repurchased 
it  and  has  since  remained  its  owner.  It  is  a  farm  of  188  acres,  of  which 
about  80  acres  are  cleared.  Mr.  Dienger,  while  he  does  general  farming, 
makes  a  specialty  of  dairying  and  hog  raising,  keeping  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Holstein  milch  cows.  His  barn  measures  34  by  60  feet,  and  has 
a  stone  basement  with  a  cement  floor,  in  connection  therewith  being  a  tile 
silo,  12  by  30  feet  in  size.  The  residence  is  an  eight-room  house  built  in 
1909,  and  is  equipped  with  a  good  lighting  system  and  other  modem  con¬ 
veniences.  Among  the  other  farm  buildings  are  a  chicken  house,  14  by 
28  feet,  and  a  granary,  all  being  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Dienger  devotes 
practically  all  his  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  place,  but  has  served 
as  school  clerk  for  six  years.  He  is  enjoying  a  large  measure  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  is  numbered  among  the  well  to  do  residents  of  his  township.  On 
Sept.  19, 1891,  he  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  domestic  life,  being  united 
in  marriage  with  Wilhelmina  Sohn,  who  was  born  in  Belvidere  township, 
June  29,  1872,  daughter  of  Herman  and  Emestina  (Passon)  Sohn.  She 
was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being:  Ida,  bom 
Oct.  9,  1873,  now  deceased :  Ernst,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Albert,  born  July 
6, 1876 ;  Bertha,  born  Jan.  8,  1878,  who  died  at  the  age  of  20  years ;  Louisa, 
born  Feb.  12, 1879,  and  Anna,  born  Feb.  21, 1880.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
L.  Dienger  six  children  have  been  born :  Arthur,  Aug.  7,  1892 ;  Roy,  Oct. 
20,  1893 ;  Wilhelmina,  Nov.  14,  1895 ;  William,  Oct.  29,  1898 ;  Elnora,  Aug. 
17, 1902,  and  Arda,  April  9, 1909.  All  are  residing  on  the  home  farm.  The 
family  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Gross  Cheese  Association,  and  is  still  a  stockholder. 

Martin  Christian  Johnson,  a  well  to  do  farmer  of  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Modena  township,  this  county,  March  8,  1882. 
His  parents  were  John  M.  and  Anna  (Espen)  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  were  married  in  this  county,  the  mother  being  the  daughter  of  Otto 
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and  Anna  (Paulson)  Espen,  early  settlers  in  Canton  township.  Martin  C. 
was  only  a  year  old  when  the  family  moved  to  Norwegian  valley,  Nelson 
township,  and  when  he  was  ten  they  moved  again,  this  time  to  Canton  town¬ 
ship.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school.  Remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  reaching  the  age  of  23 
years,  he  then  began  an  independent  career,  buying  a  tract  of  150  acres  in 
section  30,  Canton  township,  where  he  is  now  located.  Here  he  has  erected 
all  the  buildings,  which  include  a  basement  barn  34  by  50  feet;  a  horse 
barn  20  by  28  feet ;  a  machine  shed  24  by  60  and  a  chicken  coop  14  by  24 
feet  in  size.  His  stock,  all  of  a  good  quality,  consists  of  Shorthorn  cattle, 
Poland-China  swine  and  Percheron  horses,  in  addition  to  his  chickens,  of 
which  he  has  a  good-sized  flock.  He  is  doing  a  good  farming  business  and 
is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Equity  Packing  Company,  at  South  St.  Paul. 
Mr.  Johnson  married  Emma  Christianson,  who  was  born  in  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  daughter  of  Shur  and  Anna  Christianson.  He  and  his 
wife  have  six  children:  Josephine  Alice,  Silas  Adolph,  Anga  Moy,  Jessie 
Orvilla,  Marvin  Edward  and  Wallace  Alvin. 

John  Mons  Johnson,  who  settled  in  Buffalo  county,  in  the  seventh 
decade  of  the  last  century,  and  died  in  Canton  township,  Nov.  9,  1908,  was 
born  in  Norway,  April  11,  1850,  being  one  of  the  seven  children — five  sons 
and  two  daughters — of  Mons  and  Mary  Johnson.  At  the  age  of  about  20 
years  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  making  the  voyage  in  a  sailing 
vessel.  His  first  settlement  was  made  in  Minnesota,  but  in  the  same  fall 
he  went  to  Lodi,  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  three  or 
four  years.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo  county,  and  was  here  married  on 
May  9, 1878,  to  Anna  Espen,  who  was  be*  n  in  Norway,  July  3,  1842,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Otto  and  Anna  (Paulson)  Espen,  and  who  had  come  to  this  country 
in  1867,  her  family,  a  year  or  two  later,  locating  in  Canton  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Johnson  settled  on  land  in  Modena 
township,  where  for  five  years  he  carried  on  pioneer  farming,  he  and  his 
wife  living  in  a  log  house  which  he  had  erected,  and  oxen  being  used  on 
the  farm  for  draught  purposes.  At  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  he 
moved  to  Nelson  township,  where  again  he  built  a  log  house  and  farmed 
for  nine  years.  He  and  his  family  then  removed  to  Canton  township,  where 
he  got  160  acres  of  land,  on  which  were  some  poor  buildings.  It  was  not 
long,  however,  before  lightning  struck  the  barn  and  it  burned  down,  so  he 
made  a  virtue  of  necessity  by  erecting  a  better  one,  and  in  time  he  improved 
the  place  in  many  other  ways,  before  his  death  finding  himself  the  owner 
of  a  good  farm.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church 
and  one  of  its  trustees.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  still  living  on  the 
farm  in  Canton  township.  Their  children  were:  Martin  C.,  a  farmer  in 
Canton  township;  Albert  A.,  now  proprietor  of  the  old  homestead  farm; 
Mary,  wife  of  Clayton  Kees,  of  Maxville  township,  and  Carrie,  wife  of 
Martin  Anderson,  of  Maxwell  township. 

William  Schaub,  proprietor  of  Valley  View  Farm,  and  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  farmers  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  who  has  also  served  as 
chairman  of  the  town  board  for  15  years,  was  born  in  this  township,  Sept. 
21,  1867.  His  parents  were  Frederick  M.  and  Amalia  (Huebsch)  Schaub, 
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the  father  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  the  mother  of  Austria.  The 
former  was  a  farmer  most  of  his  life,  and  came  to  Lincoln  township,  this 
county,  in  1853,  being  among  the  pioneer  settlers  here.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  65  years,  in  1886,  his  death  being  the  result  of  an  accident.  His 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  this  country,  is  still  living,  and  resides 
with  her  son,  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  They  had  five  children: 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  37  years;  Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Esbach,  Sr.,  of  Lincoln  township;  Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  37 
years ;  Caroline,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Guenther,  of  Alma,  and  William, 
of  Lincoln  township.  William  Schaub  was  19  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  and  he  subsequently  operated  the  farm  for  his  mother 
until  he  was  23,  at  which  time  he  purchased  it,  and  has  since  resided  there¬ 
on.  Its  area  is  441  acres,  of  which  200  acres  are  now  tillable,  the  rest 
being  in  woodland.  Here  Mr.  Schaub  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  giving 
his  chief  attention  to  dairying  and  general  farming.  His  barn,  which  he 
has  rebuilt  and  enlarged  several  times,  now  measures  52  by  110  feet,  and 
in  connection  therewith  is  a  good  stave  silo.  His  other  buildings,  including 
the  frame  residence,  are  substantial  and  adequate  to  the  needs  of  a  fairly 
large  business.  As  already  stated,  Mr.  Schaub  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  town  board  for  15  years,  and  has  been  supervisor  for  three  years; 
thus  taking  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  local  government,  in  which  con¬ 
nection  he  has  displayed  good  business  ability  and  a  large  share  of  public 
spirit.  By  virtue  of  the  office  of  chairman  he  served  efficiently  on  the 
county  board.  On  Feb.  3,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
Ann  Haigh,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  June  6,  1871,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  (Mitchel)  Haigh.  Her  father  was  married  twice,  by  his 
first  wife,  Ann,  having  nine  children :  Thomas,  David,  George,  Mary,  Han¬ 
nah,  John  W.,  James,  Sarah  and  Ellen.  He  had  also  nine  children  by  his 
second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Loesel,  they  being  respectively : 
Joseph,  Emil,  Daisy,  Emma,  Lucy,  Frances,  Clara,  a  son  that  *died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  Richard.  The  parents  of  this  family  are  both  now  living,  and 
reside  in  Lincoln  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Schaub  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Adlai  F.,  May  13,  1892;  Mabel  Ann,  July  1,  1895; 
Roswell,  Aug.  13,  1897 ;  Wilma,  Jan.  3,  1900 ;  Clarence,  Aug.  9,  1902 ; 
Linda,  Dec.  8,  1907 ;  Melvin,  Jan.  12,  1912,  and  Wilferd,  Sept.  10,  1914, 
Adlai  F.,  after  completing  his  district  school  studies,  took  a  short  course 
in  the  agricultural  college  at  Madison,  Wis.,  connected  with  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  subsequently  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Minneapolis  Street  Railway  Company.  He  died  Dec. 
30,  1916.  Mabel  Ann  died  Nov.  1,  1896,  at  the  age  of  18  months.  Roswell 
and  the  younger  children  are  all  residing  at  home. 

Edward  Miller,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Miller  &  Mattausch,  operating 
a  general  store  at  Praag,  in  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  who  is 
the  present  town  chairman,  was  born  in  Greenwood,  Clark  county,  Wis., 
Aug.  26,  1880,  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Herbel)  Mueller.  He  was  one 
of  nine  children:  William  F.,  George,  Albert,  Louisa  (now  deceased), 
Edward,  Emelia,  Theodore,  Arthur  and  Calvin.  The  mother  of  this  fam¬ 
ily  died  when  between  40  and  50  years  of  age,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
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and  is  now  in  his  seventieth  year.  For  six  years  he  has  been  retired,  but 
was  formerly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Warner  township,  Clark 
county.  Edward  Mueller,  who,  iii  ordinary  business  matters  has  adopted 
the  anglicised  form  of  his  family  name  and  writes  it  “Miller,”  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school,  and  after  completing  his  studies  therein, 
took  a  dairy  course  at  Madison,  Wis.  After  that  and  until  1906  he  was 
engaged  in  cheese  manufacture,  subsequently  entering  into  his  present 
business  in  partnership  with  Henry  Mattausch.  In  their  store  at  Praag, 
which  has  a  saloon  connected  with  it,  they  carry  a  $10,000  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  since  establishing  themselves  here  have  built  up  a  good 
business  by  enterprise  and  honest  dealing.  On  June  28,  1913,  Mr.  Miller 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Augusta  Mattausch,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln 
township,  Aug.  1,  1885,  daughter  of  William  and  Gertrude  (Tillmann) 
Mattausch,  she  being  one  of  six  children:  Henry,  Joseph,  Augusta,  a  girl 
who  died  in  infancy,  Nicholas  and  Ella.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  one 
child,  Oliver  Edward  Oswald,  who  was  born  Jan.  9,  1917. 

Albert  O.  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  the  old  Johnson  farm 
in  section  30,  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Nelson  town¬ 
ship,  this  county.  May  20,  1884,  son  of  John  M.  and  Anna  (Espen)  Johnson. 
He  was  12  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  from  Canton  to  Nelson  town¬ 
ship,  and  since  then  he  has  always  lived  on  the  farm  which  they  estab¬ 
lished  here  and  which  has  an  area  of  160  acres.  Among  the  buildings  which 
the  father  erected  are  a  good  barn,  granary,  sheepshed,  chicken  coop  and 
a  residence.  This  farm  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  over  in  1907  and 
has  since  operated  it  on  his  own  account  with  profitable  results.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Johnson  married  Ella 
Heltne,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Inger  Heltne,  of  Modena  township,  her 
parents  being  natives  of  Norway.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  John 
Marvin,  who  was  born  July  31,  1914. 

Thomas  Ottesen,  well  known  in  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  where 
he  resides,  as  a  successful  agriculturist  and  business  man,  being  connected 
with  various  local  interests,  was  born  in  the  log  house  built  by  his  father, 
in  section  14,  this  township,  June  5,  1861.  His  parents,  Arne  and  Mary 
Ottesen,  were  pioneer  settlers  of  the  township,  locating  here  in  1855,  on 
their  arrival  from  Norway.  Thomas  Ottesen  was  brought  up  on  the  home 
farm  and  in  his  youth  became  acquainted  with  pioneer  methods  of  agri¬ 
culture.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school,  a  log  structure 
and  his  working  hours  were  spent  in  helping  to  develop  the  homestead, 
which  is  a  good-sized  farm  of  354  acres.  The  property  came  into  his  pos¬ 
session  in  1886,  and  since  then  he  has  improved  it  in  various  ways,  among 
other  things,  building  a  good  frame  house,  and  a  barn,  60  by  34  feet  in  size. 
As  a  general  farmer,  keeping  good  stock,  he  has  a  successful  record  and 
has  taken  his  place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Nelson  township. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Nelson,  also  of  the  Telephone 
company,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Burnside  creamery,  in  all  of  which  posi¬ 
tions  he  has  shown  good  business  ability.  As  a  public  official  he  has  held 
several  offices,  including  that  of  town  treasurer,  in  which  he  served  most 
of  the  time  for  five  years.  He  has  also  been  clerk  of  the  district  school 
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board.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church, 
of  which  he  is  treasurer.  In  1904  Mr.  Ottesen  made  a  pleasure  trip  to  the 
home  of  his  ancestors  in  Norway,  remaining  abroad  six  months.  While 
he  found  the  trip  very  enjoyable  the  inferior  conditions  he  found  in  Nor¬ 
way  made  him  realize  the  wisdom  of  his  father’s  course  in  seeking  a  new 
home  in  the  United  States. 

William  Jensen,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Modena  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  president  of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Modena,  chairman  of 
the  town  board,  and  member  of  the  county  board,  was  born  in  section  34, 
this  township,  March  31,  1872,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Jensen.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  but  were  married  in  this  country.  The 
father,  John,  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  fifties  by  sailing  vessel,  and 
after  residing  for  a  year  in  Iowa,  came  up  the  river  to  Alma,  Buffalo  county. 
Enlisting  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  he  served  until  its  close,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  arm  at  Gettysburg,  and  in  the  abdomen  in  another  battle. 
It  was  on  his  return  home  that  he  married  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Modena 
township,  where  he  remained  until  1878.  He  then  moved  to  Eau  Claire 
county,  where  he  is  now  living,  retired  from  active  work.  He  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Eleva.  His  wife  died  in  1917,  at  the  age 
of  69  years.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  William  Jensen  acquired  his  education 
in  district  schools  in  Buffalo  and  Eau  Claire  counties.  Leaving  home  at 
the  age  of  16  years,  he  worked  seven  summers  in  Buffalo  county,  and  then 
in  1896,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Nelson,  daughter  of  Christopher 
Nelson,  a  pioneer  settler,  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county.  For  three 
years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Jensen  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Eau  Claire 
county,  after  which  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  section  28,  Buffalo  county, 
which  he  improved  by  the  erection  of  a  house  and  in  other  ways,  residing 
there  for  14  years.  In  1916  he  bought  and  moved  to  his  present  place, 
an  improved  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  23,  on  which  he  is  raising  good 
stock.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests,  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Modena,  of  which  he  has  since  been  presi¬ 
dent.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Jensen  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  and  for  several  years  was  a  j  ustice  of  the  peace.  His 
service  on  the  town  board  as  supervisor  covers  seven  years,  and  for  five 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  county  board,  and  for  five 
years  chairman  of  the  town  board.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen,  he  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  everything  that  concerns  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  general 
community.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children :  Leo,  Esther  and  Elmer, 
the  two  sons  residing  at  home.  Leo  married  Gertrude  Thalacker,  and  has 
one  son,  Laverne.  Esther  is  the  wife  of  William  Bloom,  of  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  and  has  a  daughter,  Wilma. 

Adolph  Pfund,  a  prosperous  fanner  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  his  farm  in  secs.  1  and  12,  containing  230  acres,  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  township  for  more  than  half  a  century  and  is  one  of  its  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland,  July  15, 
1839,  son  of  Conrad  and  Margaret  Pfund,  whose  other  children  were:  Jacob, 
Herman,  Johanna,  Julia,  Eliza  and  Margaret.  In  1856  Adolph  and  Jacob 
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came  to  the  United  States,  landing  on  American  soil,  after  a  voyage  of 
40  days  in  the  emigrant  ship  Saratoga.  Locating  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  they 
were  joined  in  the  following  year  by  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
The  father  had  been  a  school  teacher  and  principal  in  Switzerland,  but 
having  friends  in  La  Crosse  county  who  were  engaged  in  farming,  he, 
himself,  took  up  that  occupation,  at  first  renting  for  a  while.  In  1863  he 
left  the  farm  and  opened  a  German  school  in  La  Crosse  City,  conducting 
it  for  many  years  subsequently  until  he  retired.  There  he  died  at  the 
age  of  76  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  His  wife 
subsequently  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Adolph,  at  the  age  of  84.  Adolph 
Pfund,  in  his  native  land,  had  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  but  after  lo¬ 
cating  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wis.,  worked  for  seven  dollars  a  month  and  his 
board.  In  1864  he  came  to  his  present  location,  in  Modena  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  taking  80  acres  of  land  of  which  one  and  a  half  acres  had  been 
broken,  but  there  were  no  buildings.  He  had  an  ox  team  with  which  he 
had  driven  from  La  Crosse,  his  conveyance  being  a  long  sled.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  married  to  Matilda  Linse,  who  had  come,  with  her  brother, 
from  La  Crosse  to  Buffalo  City,  in  much  the  same  manner.  In  the  spring 
of  1865  Mr.  Pfund  built  a  log  house  in  which  he  and  his  wife  lived  for  ten 
years,  after  which  he  erected  a  frame  residence.  Their  only  stock  for  the 
first  year  or  two,  in  addition  to  the  oxen,  was  a  single  cow.  For  the  first 
few  years  Mr.  Pfund  rented  a  farm  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  on  which  to 
raise  crops,  while  he  was  engaged  in  breaking  more  of  his  land.  After  he 
had  20  acres  broken  he  ceased  renting,  and  gave  his  whole  attention  to  his 
own  farm,  which  he  subsequently  developed  into  a  fine  piece  of  property, 
and  is  still  engaged  in  cultivating,  raising  both  crops  and  stock  with  profit¬ 
able  results.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Jersey  breed,  while  of  hogs  he  raises 
the  Poland-China,  Berkshire  and  Duroc  varieties,  as  well  as  Morgan  and 
Percheron  horses.  A  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  he  has 
served  it  as  an  official  and  has  also  held  various  offices  of  a  more  public 
nature,  having  been  town  supervisor,  chairman  of  the  town  board  for  one 
term  and  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  and  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  and  have  51  grandchildren  and  nine 
great  grandchildren.  The  children  are:  Rudolph,  Matilda,  Emelia, 
Caroline  and  Fred,  Eugene  and  Ida  (twins),  and  Theresa.  Rudolph  is 
now  a  farmer  in  Gilmanton  township ;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Heck,  of 
Mondovi  township;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Heck;  Emelia  is  the  wife 
of  Adolph  Marten;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Heck;  Fred,  residing  on 
the  home  farm,  married  Pauline  Heck.  Eugene,  also  on  the  home  farm, 
was  for  20  years  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  Bethel  church,  in  Chicago, 
residing  in  that  city  for  20  years,  during  which  time  he  organized  a  mis¬ 
sion  field  on  the  West  Side,  and  with  no  initial  funds  built  a  church  costing 
$40,000.  His  congregation  contained  120  communicant  members  and  1,100 
souls.  Theresa  is  now  Mrs.  Henry  Lauterbach,  of  Modena  township.  Mrs. 
Matilda  Pfund  died  April  19,  1917. 

Peter  Monroe  Hetrick,  one  of  the  active  and  successful  farmers  of 
Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  March  20, 
1881,  son  of  Peter  and  Polly  (Lindy)  Hetrick.  Both  parents  were  natives 
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of  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  April  14,  1829,  and 
the  mother,  May  14,  1841.  They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania,  she  being 
then  the  widow  of  Robert  Lewis,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War.  By  Mr. 
Lewis  she  had  two  children,  Catherine,  who  married  John  Harney  Hetrick, 
and  William.  A  year  or  two  after  his  marriage,  Peter  Hetrick  came  to 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  with  his  wife,  her  two  children,  Catherine  and 
William.  He  himself  had  served  18  months  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member 
of  Company  C,  103d  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  Taking  a  homestead  tract 
of  80  acres  in  Nelson  township,  he  built  a. log  house  and  with  an  ox  team 
began  to  clear  his  land.  His  market  was  Alma,  to  which  he  often  walked 
on  foot,  carrying  home  flour  on  his  back.  He  was  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
post  at  that  place,  but  later  joined  the  post  at  Nelson.  After  spending 
many  years  on  their  farm,  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  a  little  place  of  four 
acres  near  the  present  farm  of  his  son,  Peter  M.,  where  he  died  April  14, 
1909.  His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  passing  away  Jan.  17,  1915.  In 
addition  to  the  children  above  mentioned,  they  had  nine  others,  who  were 
born  in  Nelson  township,  namely:  Margaret,  Christine,  Blanche,  Malissa, 
George,  John,  Frank,  Peter  and  Josephine.  The  family  were  affiliated 
religiously  with  the  Methodist  church.  Peter  Monroe  Hetrick  grew  up  on 
his  parents’  farm  and  has  always  remained  a  resident  of  Nelson  town¬ 
ship.  In  1915  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  55  acres — an  improved 
place — on  which  he  has  made  other  valuable  improvements.  Among  them 
is  a  barn,  24  by  44  feet,  with  18-foot  posts,  cement  floor  and  patent 
stanchions.  He  breeds  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  has  gained  a  reputation 
as  a  practical  and  successful  farmer,  and  an  agreeable  neighbor.  Mr. 
Hetrick  was  married  in  1908  to  Julia  Moskey,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Martha  Moskey,  her  father  being  a  pioneer  of  Buffalo  county.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetrick — Ralph,  Wilfred  and  Blanche. 

Adolph  Carl  Marten,  a  progressive  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  section 
26,  Modena  township,  was  born  at  Fall  Creek,  in  Lincoln  township,  Eau 
Claire  county,  Wis.,  Jan.  7,  1869.  His  parents  were  Fred  and  Wilhelmina 
(Zamzow)  Marten,  both  natives  of  Posen,  Germany,  the  father  born  Jan. 
16,  1835.  They  were  married  in  Eau  Claire  county,  this  state,  both  having 
come  to  America  in  the  late  fifties  by  sailing  vessel.  Fred  Marten  served 
in  the  Civil  War,  leaving  behind,  his  wife  and  two  children,  Emma  and 
Mary.  '  On  his  return,  he  took  up  farming  in  Eau  Claire  county,  living  at 
first  in  a  log  house  and  in  time  clearing  a  farm  from  the  Woods.  He  still 
resides  on  his  farm,  an  active  and  industrious  citizen,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  His  wife,  who  was  born  April  30,  1833, 
died  about  1904.  In  addition  to  the  two  daughters  mentioned,  they  had 
two  sons,  Herman  and  Adolph  C.,  who  were  born  after  the  war,  making  a 
family  of  four  children.  Adolph  C.  Marten  attended  district  and  parochial 
school  in  Eau  Claire  county.  When  about  23  or  24  years  of  age  he  became 
a  partner  in  a  general  store  at  Fall  Creek,  the  business  being  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  Charles  Heohn  &  Co.,  and  he  was  thus  occupied  for 
four  years.  Then  coming  to  Buffalo  county,  he  bought  a  tract  of  150  acres 
of  land  in  section  26,  Modena  township,  on  which  there  stood  a  part  of  the 
present  house,  a  granary  covered  with  straw,  and  a  log  barn.  He  had  a 
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team  and  a  cow  and  with  this  stock  he  began  the  improvement  of  his 
place.  He  had  already  been  married  March  17,  1893,  to  Emelia  Pfund, 
daughter  of  Adolph  and  Matilda  (Linse)  Pfund,  and  had  two  children, 
Hilda  and  Edwin.  Since  then  Mr.  Marten  has  bought  65  more  acres  of  land, 
has  improved  his  residence,  and  built  a  good  basement  barn  of  cement 
blocks,  with  patent  stanchions.  This  barn  is  constructed  in  two  parts  or 
sections,  one  of  which  measures  32  by  66  feet,  and  the  other  34  by  50  feet. 
Mr.  Marten  raises  Jersey  cattle,  Percheron  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs, 
all  good  stock.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  creamery,  and  has  served 
as  one  of  its  directors  for  much  of  the  time  since  he  came  here.  He  also 
holds  shares  in  the  Modena  Bank,  was  one  of  its  first  directors  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  building  committee.  As  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  he  has  served  as  trustee  for  many  years,  and  has  also  held  office 
on  the  district  school  board.  In  addition  to  the  two  children  already  men¬ 
tioned,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marten  have  had  seven  others  born  on  the  farm, 
namely:  Theresa,  Hilmer,  Fritz,  Oscar,  Rudolph,  Esther  and  Francis.  All 
are  now  living.  Edwin  married  Luella  Justin,  daughter  of  Albert  Justin, 
of  Shelby  township,  La  Crosse  county,  and  has  one  son,  Harold.  They 
reside  on  their  farm  in  the  village  of  Modena. 

Ole  Blager,  Jr.,  one  of  the  thriving  members  of  the  agricultural  com¬ 
munity  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  where,  until  recently,  he 
operated  a  farm  of  200  acres,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  20,  1864,  son  of 
Tjostel  and  Thora  Blager.  The  parents,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Norway, 
had  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  six  coming  to  the 
United  States.  Of  these  six  one  subsequently  returned  to  Norway.  Ole, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  this  country  in  1883,  when  19  years  of 
age.  He  had  received  his  schooling  in  his  native  land,  but  attended  school 
for  a  few  weeks  after  arriving  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  His  first 
employment  was  at  grubbing,  at  which  he  continued  for  several  years. 
The  year  1888  was  spent  by  him  in  Minneapolis  as  a  street  car  driver.  In 
the  following  year,  1889,  he  was  married,  Sept.  25,  to  Mary  Oleson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ole  Oleson,  of  Modena,  and  he  and  his  wife  took  up  their  residence 
on  the  Ole  Oleson  farm  in  Modena  township.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Blager 
grubbed  out  the  road  from  his  farm  to  the  main  road  to  Nelson,  the  route 
being  across  three  “forties”  of  land,  for  which  considerable  labor  he  re¬ 
ceived  $15.  In  1895  Mr.  Blager  came  to  his  present  location,  buying  160 
acres  of  land.  There  was  an  old  log  house  on  it,  which  had  been  erected  in 
1870,  but  which  was  later  replaced  by  him  with  a  good  modern  brick 
house.  He  also  added  62  acres  more  land  to  the  farm  and  put  up  several 
other  buildings,  including  a  hog  house,  20  by  42  feet,  and  a  barn,  34  by  86 
feet.  For  a  number  of  years  he  successfully  raised  Holstein  cattle,  Norman 
and  Percheron  horses,  and  a  good  grade  of  hogs,  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  Jan.  1, 1918,  when  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son  Toni,  who  is  now  operat¬ 
ing  it  and  living  with  his  parents,  Mr.  Blager  retaining  a  life  lease  on  30 
acres.  For  18  years  he  served  as  an  officer  of  his  school  district.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Mondovi  Exchange  and  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of 
Modena.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Blager,  Jr.,  ten  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Tom,  Olof,  Albert,  Theodore,  Minnie,  Martin,  Henry,  Anna, 
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Arthur  and  Myrtle,  the  last  mentioned  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  Olof, 
who  was  a  mail  clerk  in  Minneapolis,  is  now  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Aviation  Corps,  serving  in  France,  with  the  rank  of  first  class  quarter¬ 
master.  Albert  and  Theodore  are  also  in  the  United  States  service.  Albert, 
who  is  taking  a  mechanical  course  at  Madison,  was  married,  Aug.  9,  1918, 
to  Jessie  Larson  of  Maxville  township.  Theodore  is  in  Camp  Grant,  train¬ 
ing  in  the  infantry  service.  Minnie  was  married,  Aug.  3,  1918,  to  A.  E. 
Hilstad,  of  Modena. 

Arne  Otteson,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  settlers  of  Buffalo  county  now 
living,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Norway,  known  as  Serum,  by  which  name 
he  himself  is  often  called  by  his  old  friends,  in  accordance  with  an  old 
Norwegian  custom.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  Aug.  18,  1835,  and  his 
parents  were  Otto  and  Margaretta  Serum,  who  lived  and  died  in  Norway, 
rearing  two  children,  Arne  and  Metta,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  Mrs. 
Hans  Lerum.  Arne  Otteson  was  a  youth  of  18  years,  when  in  1854,  he 
left  his  native  land  and  set  out  for  the  United  States.  Landing  from  a 
sailing1  vessel  after  a  five  weeks’  voyage,  he  made  his  way  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  arriving  on  the  first  train  of  cars  to  reach  that  place  after  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  railroad.  In  the  vicinity  of  that  place  he  worked  until  1856. 
Then,  with  a  party  including  Erik  Alme  and  others,  he  came  by  ox  team  to 
Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  the  elder  members  of  the  party  walking 
and  driving  the  cattle.  Locating  on  land  in  Norwegian  Valley,  he  there 
led  the  strenuous  life  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  living  in  a  log  house  with  a 
sod  roof  which  he  built,  using  an  ox  team  for  his  farming  operations,  and 
making  his  journeys  to  and  from  market  on  foot  through  the  wilderness. 
Persevering  and  industrious,  in  time  he  rose  to  a  prosperous  condition  in 
life  and  instead  of  the  original  log  dwelling,  occupied  a  good  frame  resi¬ 
dence.  For  six  years  he  served  as  town  treasurer  of  Nelson  township 
and  was  school  clerk  all  the  time  that  he  lived  in  that  township.  In  1901 
he  retired  from  active  work  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Nelson  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Matson  Walker,  at  whose  home  he  is  now  living.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  formerly  held 
office.  Mr.  Otteson  was  married,  in  1856,  to  Marie  Alme,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  Alme.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arne  Otteson 
were :  Otto,  Margaret  Christie,  Thomas,  Susan,  Engre  and  Hans,  the  last 
mentioned  of  whom  is  now  proprietor  of  a  general  mercantile  store  in 
Modena. 

Hans  Otteson,  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  general  mercantile  business 
at  Modena,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Nelson  township,  Aug.  1,  1872,  son 
of  Arne  and  Marie  (Alme)  Otteson.  He  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm 
and  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  district  school.  In  1888  he 
bought  a  farm  from  Jacob  Kuhn,  which  he  sold  Nov.  15,  1902,  to  Caspar 
Roadnizer,  and  went  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  took  a  course  in  business 
college.  In  1901  he  bought  a  farm  from  Olander  Brown,  which  he  sold 
to  his  brother-in-law,  and  in  1903  opened  his  present  general  store  in 
Modena,  which  is  in  all  essential  respects  a  well-stocked  department  store. 
Through  industry  and  fair  dealing  he  has  built  up  a  profitable  trade  and  is 
also  a  director  in  the  local  bank  and  a  stockholder  in  the  creamery.  Mr. 
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Otteson  married  Elizabeth  Meyer,  who  was  born  in  Modena  township, 
daughter  of  Christ  Meyer,  a  former  resident  of  Eleva,  Trempealeau  county. 
He  and  his  wife  have  five  children :  Norma,  Wilma,  Paul,  Helen  and 
Schuyler. 

Henry  Bernhard  Rotering,  an  enterprising  farmer,  residing  in  section 
27,  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Glencoe  township, 
Jan.  9,  1881,  son  of  Henry  and  Barbara  (Kudscheid)  Rotering.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  in  1868,  being  then  18 
years  of  age.  After  working  out  some  time  as  a  farm  hand  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself  in  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county.  Subsequently 
he  resided  in  Arcadia,  Wis.,  for  twelve  years,  and  then  bought  the  farm 
in  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  on  which  his  son,  Henry  B-.  now 
lives,  remaining  here  two  years.  He  is  now  living  retired  in  Buffalo  City. 
His  first  wife,  Barbara,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  this  country,  died  in 
1885.  She  had  borne  him  five  children:  Anton,  now  a  resident  of  Mon¬ 
tana  township,  this  county;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Heinz,  of  Montana  town¬ 
ship;  Henry  Bernhard,  the  subject  of  this  memoir;  Anna,  wife  of  Frank 
Schaefer,  of  Montana  township,  and  John,  a  resident  of  Marshfield.  After 
his  first  wife’s  death  Henry  Rotering  married  Mary  Rotering,  by  whom 
he  has  had  seven  children:  Emil,  who  married  Iza  Faulds,  and  is  living 
in  Arcadia;  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Bert  Bloomenscheid,  and  resides 
at  Gridley ;  George,  a  resident  of  North  Dakota ;  Aggie,  residing  at  home ; 
Elnora,  also  at  home;  Oliva,  who  died  at  the  age  of  18  years,  and  Philip, 
who  resides  at  home.  Henry  Bernhard  Rotering  attended  district  school 
until  he  was  14  years  of  age,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  For  twelve  years  subsequently  he  worked  out  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  his  father’s  farm,  which  he  is  now  operat¬ 
ing.  It  has  an  area  of  280  acres,  of  which  about  100  acres  are  cleared,  the 
rest  being  in  bluff,  woodland  and  pasture.  The  barn,  provided  with  a  stone 
basement,  measures  28  by  60  feet,  while  the  house  is  a  good  frame  build¬ 
ing  of  seven  rooms.  Mr.  Rotering  does  general  farming,  the  main  part  of 
his  business,  however,  being  dairying  and  the  raising  of  swine.  He  is 
also  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company  of  Cochrane.  One 
of  the  progressive  and  substantial  citizens  of  his  township,  he  is  widely 
known  and  respected.  Mr.  Rotering  was  married,  Aug.  18,  1914,  to  Lena 
Muench,  who  was  born  in  Waumandee,  April  24,  1892,  daughter  of  Anton 
and  Johanna  (Aruerbeck)  Muench,  her  father  being  a  native  of  Germany 
and  her  mother  was  born  in  America.  Her  father  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a  boy  and  when  he  grew  up  engaged  in  farming  in  Wati- 
mandee.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  children:  Anna,  wife  of  Vince  Rother 
and  residing  in  North  Dakota;  Lena,  now  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Rotering;  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  married  Anna  Knospe;  Ferdinand,  who  is  residing  at  home; 
Linda  and  Alvina,  also  living  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rotering  have  one 
child,  Gaylord  Anton,  who  was  born  June  4,  1915.  . 

Ole  S.  Hansen.  The  township  of  Modena,  Buffalo  county,  contains  a 
number  of  well-improved  and  flourishing  farms,  some  of  large  and  some 
of  small  acreage.  One  of  these  is  the  farm  of  280  acres  belonging  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  by  whom  it  is  personally  operated.  Like  many  of 
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uuc^\.ssful  farmers  of  Buffalo  county,  Mr.  Hansen  is  a  Norwegian.  He 
was  born  Oct.  3,  1864,  son  of  Syver  and  Gunnild  Hansen,  and  was  about 
2  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  to 
Modena  township,  this  county.  Here  in  his  boyhood  he  trudged  to  and 
from  the  little  log  school  house  of  his  district,  carrying  his  well-thumbed 
spelling  book  or  his  arithmetic,  each  day  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
their  contents.  But  to  his  educational  opportunities  there  was  a  limit  im¬ 
posed  by  the  stern  and  practical  realities  of  life,  and  the  time  came  when 
he  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  his  books  and  take  up  the  industrial  tasks 
belonging  to  the  daily  work  on  his  parents’  farm.  There  he  received 
another  sort  of  education,  which  has,  perhaps,  been  equally  beneficial  to 
him,  as  it  has  enabled  him  to  take  an  assured  place  among  that  inde¬ 
pendent  and  prosperous  class  of  workers,  the  farmers  of  the  nation.  In 
1894  he  and  his  brother  Ben  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead  and  operated 
it  together  until  1900,  in  which  latter  year  our  subject  came  to  his  present 
farm,  of  which  he  is  the  sole  proprietor.  Here  he  has  shown  his  enter¬ 
prise  by  making  a  number  of  valuable  improvements.  Among  the  build¬ 
ings  he  has  erected  on  the  place  are  a  basement  barn,  the  main  part  of 
which  measures  54  by  34  feet,  and  an  addition  attached  to  it  24  by  34  feet ; 
also  a  silo  14  by  42  feet.  He  has  also  a  fine  hog-house  and  has  set  out  a 
good  orchard.  The  house,  barn  and  outbuildings  are  equipped  with  electric 
light.  Mr.  Hansen  raises  thoroughbred  Holstein  cattle,  thoroughbred 
Percheron  horses  and  a  good  grade  of  hogs,  each  branch  of  his  business 
being  conducted  at  a  good  profit.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena 
creamery  and  in  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Modena.  He  was  for  five 
years  a  member  and  clerk  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  resigning  in 
July,  1918,  and  his  religious  faith  identifies  him  with  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  church.  In  1901  Mr.  Hansen  married  Julia  Teigen,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo  county,  daughter  of  Hans  O.  Teigen,  a  pioneer  of  Nelson  and  Mon- 
dovi  townships,  this  county.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight  children,  one  of 
whom,  Olga,  is  now  deceased.  The  living  are  George,  Helen,  Mabel,  Edith, 
Clarence,  Grace  and  Henry. 

Anton  Bothering,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Waumandee 
township,  Buffalo  county,  and  who  is  also  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
that  township,  was  born  on  this  farm,  Aug.  12,  1863,  son  of  Gerhardt  and 
Mary  (Kennebeck)  Rothering.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  the  father  coming  to  this  country  in  1858  and  the  mother  in  1856. 
They  were  married  in  Waumandee  township  and  there  settled,  where 
Gerhardt  engaged  in  farming,  an  occupation  which  he  has  followed  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  industrial  career.  He  is  still  living  and  is  a  widower,  his  wife 
having  passed  away  some  twelve  years  ago.  Since  1897  he  has  been  retired 
and  makes  his  home  in  Marshfield,  Wis.  They  had  six  children:  Her¬ 
man,  Anton,  Mary,  Anna,  Minnie  and  Bernhardt.  Anton  Rothering  passed 
his  boyhood  days  in  Waumandee  and  up  to  a  certain  age  attended  school 
and  assisted  his  parents.  He  was  about  six  months  past  his  majority 
when  he  began  working  on  his  own  account,  though  for  others,  and  was 
thus  engaged  until  he  was  25,  at  which  time  he  married.  After  that  event 
he  was  occupied  for  two  years  in  hauling  cream.  He  then  rented  his 
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father’s  farm  for  six  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  it.  Then 
in  1911  he  bought  an  adjoining  farm,  by  which  purchase  he  became  the 
proprietor  altogether  of  454  acres,  the  area  of  his  present  farm,  which  is 
located  in  sections  26  and  27.  About  225  acres  are  cleared,  the  remainder 
being  in  woodland  and  bluffs.  Mr.  Rothering  is  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing,  including  in  particular  dairying  and  the  raising  of  swine.  He  has  a 
good  herd  of  milch  cows  with  a  full-blooded  Shorthorn  bull.  In  1914  Mr. 
Rothering  built  a  new  barn  36  by  120  feet  in  size,  with  a  stone  basement 
and  cement  floor.  The  house  is  a  good  frame  structure.  Mr.  Rothering 
is  doing  a  profitable  business  as  a  farmer,  and  is  a  shareholder  in  the 
Cochrane  and  Fountain  City  creameries.  For  two  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  town  board  and  for  twelve  years  treasurer  of  his  school  district. 
On  May  1, 1888,  he  was  married  to  Johanna  Brandt,  who  was  born  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  May  1,  1870,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Ramus)  Brandt.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Germany,  the  father  for  a  number  of  years  following 
the  trade  of  a  tailor,  but  becoming  a  farmer  after  arriving  in  the  United 
States  and  settling  in  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.  Later  they 
moved  to  Minnesota,  but  both  are  now  deceased.  They  had  six  children: 
Kate,  Jacob,  John,  Frances,  Johanna  and  Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rothering 
have  been  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters, 
namely :  Albert,  born  March  31,  1889 ;  Dora,  Oct.  1,  1892 ;  Helen,  Aug.  27, 
1894 ;  Harry,  Jan.  1,  1896 ;  Rudolph,  March  6,  1898 ;  Joseph,  May  ?  1900 ; 
Clarence,  June  3,  1902;  Norbert,  July  29,  1904;  Deward,  Sept.  22,  1907; 
Vernice,  Sept.  3,  1912.  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Emil  Abts,  of  Cross  township, 
and  Helen  the  wife  of  Clarence  Angst,  of  Winor  a.  Harry  is  now  working 
out.  The  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Catholic  church. 

Hans  Steen,  who  for  some  years  past  has  been  making  good  progress 
along  agricultural  lines  in  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in 
Norway,  March  16,  1887,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Steen.  He  was  6 
months  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  they  settling  in  this 
township,  where  subsequently  seven  more  children  were  born  into  the  fam¬ 
ily  circle.  Here  Hans  passed  through  his  educational  period,  attending  the 
school  of  his  district.  At  the  age  of  16  years  he  began  working  out  for 
others  and  so  continued  until  1907,  when  he  began  independent  farming 
on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1910  he  took  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  the  woods 
of  section  13,  Maxville  township,  where  the  only  sign  of  civilization  was  a 
rough  road  which  had  been  cut  through  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Steen  has  worked 
hard  to  improve  his  place  and  has  now  got  40  acres  cleared  and  good 
buildings  erected.  He  is  raising  good  stock  and  is  coming  to  the  front  as 
a  successful  and  prosperous  farmer.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  and  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist 
church.  Mr.  Steen  was  married  Dec.  17,  1913,  to  June  Johnston,  a  native 
of  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Etta 
Johnston.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  two  children :  Darrell, 
born  Oct.  15, 1914,  and  Kenneth,  born  Feb.  2, 1916,  who  died  Jan.  28,  1918. 

Robert  Krause,  a  well-known  and  respected  farmer  of  Waumandee 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  23,  1844,  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Lena  (Altmann)  Krause.  At  the  age  of  12  years  he  accompanied 
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his  parents  to  the  United  States.  Landing  at  New  York  City,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  thence  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  from  which  place  they  came  directly  to 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Waumandee  township,  where  Robert 
Krause,  the  elder,  engaged  in  farming.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
deceased.  They  had  four  children:  Agnes,  who  is  living  in  Rock  I^and, 
Ill.;  Robert,  Jr.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Augusta,  deceased,  and  Mary,  who 
is  living  in  Everett,  Wash.  Robert  Krause,  Jr.,  attended  school  in  Ger¬ 
many  until  he  was  11  years  old  and  two  winters  in  America.  His  youthful 
days  in  Waumandee  township  were  spent  amid  pioneer  surroundings,  as 
at  that  time  there  were  very  few  settlers,  the  Indians,  of  whom  there  were 
hundreds,  being  much  more  numerous  than  the  whites.  Until  arriving  at 
the  age  of  24  years  he  was  engaged  in  assisting  his  father  in  developing 
the  home  farm,  and  then,  marrying,  he  rented  one-half  of  it  and  began  his 
independent  career  as  an  agriculturist.  He  had  at  first  160  acres.  Since 
then  he  has  sold  40  acres,  leaving  him  with  120,  the  present  size  of  his 
farm.  Of  this  area  110  acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  The 
buildings,  which  are  in  good  condition,  were  all  erected  by  him.  Mr. 
Krause  worked  hard  in  early  years,  but  his  labors  have  placed  him  in  pos¬ 
session  of  a  good  farm  which  yields  him  a  comfortable  income.  He  raises 
both  grain  and  stock.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of  his  school 
district,  and  he  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  his  township  and  county.  Mr.  Krause  was  married  in 
Waumandee  in  1868  to  Augusta  Binder,  who  was  born  in  Sheboygan,  Wis., 
March  12, 1849,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Carolina  (Flagge)  Binder.  Her 
parents,  who  came  to  America  in  the  fifties,  had  twelve  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Mr.  Binder  was  a  mason  by  trade.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Krause  eight  children 
were  born:  Hermina,  in  May,  1869,  who  died  at  the  age  of  38  years; 
Edward,  born  June  12,  1871,  and  now  a  resident  of  Winona,  Minn.; 
Johanna,  born  Aug.  29,  1873,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Mueller  and  resides 
in  Fountain  City;  Julia,  born  July  9,  1876,  who  is  residing  on  the  home 
farm ;  Otto,  born  Aug.  18,  1879,  also  living  at  home ;  a  daughter  who  died 
in  infancy;  Hugo,  born  July  9,  1883,  and  a  son,  born  July  4,  1887.  They 
are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Nicholas  Rotering,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Waumandee 
township,  Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  26,  was  born  in  Germany, 
Nov.  21,  1851,  son  of  Anton  and  Gertrude  (Hunkar)  Rotering.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Westphalia,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1869,  settling  in  Schoepps  Valley,  Buffalo  county.  His  life  occupation  was 
that  of  a  farmer.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  this  country,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  German  province  as  himself.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They 
had  seven  children:  Gerhardt,  now  a  resident  of  Marshfield,  Wis.;  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  died  at  the  age  of  65  years ;  Herman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  56 
years ;  Bernhardt,  who  died  at  the  age  of  67 ;  Henry,  who  resides  in  Milton 
township ;  Nicholas,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Johanna,  who  was  married 
in  Germany  and  died  there.  Nicholas  Rotering  in  his  youth  attended  school 
in  Germany.  He  was  18  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  soon  found  employment  with  farmers,  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  six 
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or  seven  years.  About  a  year  before  his  marriage  he  took  the  homestead 
on  which  he  now  lives  and  which  then  contained  160  acres.  Later  he  pur¬ 
chased  240  acres  more  land,  making  in  all  some  400  acres,  of  which  200 
acres  are  cleared,  the  remainder  being  in  woodland  and  bluffs.  Mr.  Roter¬ 
ing  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  mainly  dairying  and  hog  raising.  He  has 
erected  all  the  buildings  on  his  farm,  his  barn,  36  by  76  feet,  having  a  stone 
basement.  His  cattle  are  graded  and  of  the  Shorthorn  breed.  While  Mr. 
Rotering’s  time  and  attention  are  devoted  mainly  to  his  farming  interests, 
he  has  also  served  in  local  office,  having  formerly  been  for  three  terms  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  was  also  school  clerk  three  years 
and  school  treasurer  eight  years,  and  in  his  public  service  has  always 
shown  the  qualities  of  a  good  citizen  and  careful  business  man.  As  a 
farmer  he  is  industrious  and  enterprising  and  has  been  successful. 

He  was  married,  May  3,  1877,  to  Rosa  Greenwaldt,  who  was  born  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  Sept.  23,  1859,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Spore) 
Greenwaldt.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Rob¬ 
ert,  is  now  living  in  St.  Paul.  The  others  died  in  middle  age,  Mrs.  Roter¬ 
ing’s  death  occurring  March  4,  1917.  Her  parents  passed  away  about 
thirty  years  ago.  The  father,  Jacob  Greenwaldt,  was  a  native  of  Switzer¬ 
land  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  this  country  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Rotering  twelve  children 
were  born,  whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  Nicholas,  born  Feb.  18, 
1878,  who  is  county  attorney  at  Butte,  Mont. ;  George,  born  July  24,  1879, 
now  deceased;  Robert,  born  Feb.  8,  1881,  who  is  a  farmer  in  North 
Dakota;  Samuel,  born  Oct.  11,  1882,  who  is  deceased;  Lewis,  born  Jan.  — , 
1885,  and  now  a  soldier  in  the  United  States  army;  Edwin,  born  April  27, 
1887,  who  is  a  blacksmith  in  North  Dakota;  Frank,  born  May  11,  1889, 
who  is  residing  at  home;  Hulda,  born  Aug.  22,  1891,  who  is  now  a  Red 
Cross  nurse;  Susan,  born  Dec.  21,  1894;  Esther,  born  April  3,  1896,  who 
is  residing  at  home;  Leona,  born  Oct.  5,  1898,  now  deceased,  and  Alex, 
born  Oct.  6,  1900,  who  is  residing  at  home. 

Robert  Simpson,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Maxville  township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  agriculture,  was 
born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  Oct.  30,  1871,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Simp¬ 
son.  The  parents,  who  were  farming  people,  lived  and  died  in  Ireland. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children :  Bridget,  Jane,  Mary,  Margaret,  Rob¬ 
ert,  James  and  Hugh.  Bridget  and  Robert  were  the  only  members  of  the 
family  to  come  to  the  United  States,  the  former  CQming  first.  Robert  was 
a  young  boy  when  thirty  years  ago,  or  in  1887,  he  left  his  native  land  for 
the  United  States.  He  had  received  some  schooling  in  Ireland,  and  for 
some  time  after  arriving  in  Wisconsin  lived  with  his  uncle,  James  Smith, 
at  Elroy,  Wis.  When  he  began  industrial  life  he  engaged  in  driving  logs 
on  the  Chippewa  river,  following  that  occupation  for  one  season,  after 
which  he  worked  in  the  woods  until  he  married  in  1902.  After  that  he 
farmed  during  the  summer,  working  in  the  woods  in  winter,  and  in  course 
of  time  cleared  up  100  acres  of  land,  his  tract  lying  in  sections  28,  29,  32 
and  33.  This  he  sold  in  1908  and  bought  his  present  place  of  160  acres 
in  sections  29  and  30,  on  which  he  has  built  a  good  house  and  barn  and 
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where  he  is  doing  a  successful  farming  business,  raising  good  stock.  His 
success  has  been  attained  by  hard  work  and  steady,  persevering  industry, 
which  he  has  manifested  so  conspicuously  as  to  gain  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  As  mfen  of  reliability  are  in  demand  for  the 
public  service,  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  Mr.  Simpson  has  spent  con¬ 
siderable  time  in  office,  having  been  supervisor  seven  years,  assessor  for 
two  years,  township  clerk  one  year  and  treasurer  one  term,  besides  hold¬ 
ing  the  office  of  clerk  on  the  school  board  for  some  twelve  or  thirteen  years. 
Mr.  Simpson  was  married,  in  1902,  to  Mamie  Shoemaker,  who  was  born  in 
Maxwell  township,  daughter  of  Beltus  and  Margaret  (Bilderbeck)  Shoe¬ 
maker.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  six  children:  Marion, 
Ellen,  Grace,  Robert,  Margaret  and  Jane,  of  whom  the  last  mentioned  is 
now  deceased. 

David  Angst,  who  is  numbered  among  the  successful  agriculturists  of 
Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  13,  and  who  is 
also  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  township,  was  born  in  Lima,  Adams 
county,  Ill.,  April  16,  1865,  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Goodwin)  Angst. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  Canton  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  Dec.  27,  1836, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  landing  in  this  country  after  a  voyage  of 
67  days.  He  settled  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1865,  and  was  here 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which  took  place  April  8,  1892.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Franklin,  Ind.,  May  13,  1839,  died  Aug.  22,  1908. 
Their  children  were:  David,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Clara,  wife  of  William 
Holman;  Walter,  who  married  Mary  Thoma;  Mary  Luella,  wife  of  Otto 
Holman;  Dudley,  who  married  Belle  Coleman;  Della,  who  is  the  widow  of 
William  Edelbach ;  Turilla,  wife  of  Fred  W.  Schroeder ;  Oscar  J.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Gertrude  Blackman  and  Cora,  wife  of  Adam  Ritcher.  David  Angst 
finished  his  public  school  education  at  the  age  of  16  years,  after  which 
he  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  23.  After  that  he 
worked  out  at  farming  for  three  years.  Then  in  1891  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Waumandee  township,  which  he  worked  for  three  years,  subsequently 
renting  the  Charles  Kirchner  farm  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  later 
the  home  farm  of  his  parents  for  seven  years.  In  1894  he  bought  the 
Reuben  Powell  farm,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  the  home  farm, 
and  in  1902  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  which  was 
known  as  the  Matthias  Waters  farm.  The  Powell  farm  contains  120  acres, 
of  which  94  acres  are  cleared,  while  the  home  farm  contains  200  acres, 
having  a  cleared  area  of  160  acres,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  In  1914 
Mr.  Angst  bought  80  acres  of  the  home  farm.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  mainly  dairying  and  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  His 
barn,  which  has  a  stone  basement,  is  40  by  96  feet  in  size,  and  his  residence 
is  a  frame  structure  of  11  rooms.  Mr.  Angst  had  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Red  Polled  cattle.  For  25  years  he  has  owned  and  operated  a  threshing 
outfit,  also  a  wood-sawing  outfit,  and  a  clover-hulling  machine.  For  two 
terms  he  served  as  supervisor  of  his  township,  was  school  clerk  two  terms, 
and  is  at  present  a  director  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Waumandee  Co-operative  Creamery  Company.  He  was 
married  Feb.  24,  1891,  to  Caroline  Roesch,  who  was  born  in  Glencoe  town- 
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ship,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  6,  1869,  daughter  of  Christoph  and 
Ursula  (Gartmann)  Roesch.  The  children  in  the  Roesch  family  were: 
Fredericka,  now  deceased;  Mary,  who  married  Christ  Florin,  Mr.  Florin 
being  now  deceased;  John,  who  resides  in  Arcadia;  Caroline,  who  is  Mrs. 
David  Angst;  Rose,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Ruppert,  and  Anton,  who  is 
single  and  resides  in  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angst  have  had  six  children  : 
Clarence,  Viola,  Wilmer,  Orvin,  Lora  and  Vernon.  Clarence,  who  was  bom 
April  18,  189?,  and  who  attended  high  school  and  business  college,  mar¬ 
ried  Helen  Rothering  and  is  now  engaged  as  automobile  mechanic  in 
Winona.  Viola  died  at  the  age  of  14  months.  Wilmer,  born  June  24,  1896, 
attended  high  school  and  is  now  residing  on  the  home  farm.  Orvin,  born 
May  20,  1900,  was  also  a  high  school  student  and  resides  at  home,  together 
with  Lora,  who  was  born  June  20,  1904,  and  Vernon,  born  Dec.  5,  1908. 

Henry  N.  Smith,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Maxville  township,  who  has 
resided  here  many  years,  was  born  in  Huntington  county,  province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  Aug.  3,  1852.  His  father  was  Nathan  J.  Smith  and  his 
mother  in  maidenhood  Mary  Ann  Brown,  they  being  natives  respectively 
of  Vermont  and  Canada.  Nathan  was  a  son  of  James  Smith,  of  Ireland, 
and  his  wife  a  daughter  of  Albert  Brown,  who  traced  his  descent  from 
early  French  settlers  in  Canada.  Nathan  J.  Smith,  who  was  one  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  children — James,  Elizabeth,  Nathan  J.  and  Benjamin — was 
born,  as  already  stated,  in  Vermont,  but  grew  up  for  the  most  part  in 
New  York  State.  Locating  in  Canada,  he  engaged  in  farming  there  and 
remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  when,  impelled  by 
patriotism — for  he  did  not  need  to  return — he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
118th  New  Yo/k  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  two  and  one-half  years. 
On  going  to  the  front  he  left  his  wife  at  home  with  four  children — Henry, 
Amanda,  Jane  and  Eveline.  This  home  was  in  New  York,  where  he  had 
returned  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  After  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Smith  returned  home,  and  on  June  18  left 
with  his  family  for  Wisconsin,  arriving  at  Durand,  July  8.  For  four  years 
he  farmed  in  Dunn  county  and  then  moved  to  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
residing  there  four  years  also.  His  next  removal  was  to  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  but  after  a  few  years  there  he  located  in  Maxville  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  remained  until  1881.  The  next  12  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  North  Dakota,  after  which  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  69  years.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Ann,  had  died  in  1866  at  the 
age  of  33  years,  and  he  had  subsequently  married  Neomi  Carver,  of  which 
union  there  were  no  children  born.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  The  children  born  to  him  and  his  first  wife  after  his  enlistment 
in  the  army  were  Eliza,  Herman  and  William.  Henry  N.  Smith  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  New  York  State  and  Wisconsin.  At  the  age  of  16  years 
he  began  working  on  the  river  and  was  thus  occupied  until  river  work 
stopped,  which  was  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  20.  He  then  took  up 
farming  in  Maxville  township  and  was  thus  engaged  until  he  retired, 
his  son  Herman  taking  care  of  the  farm.  The  latter,  however,  having  been 
called  to  serve  in  the  present  war,  Mr.  Smith  has  had  to  resume  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  farm.  He  has  at  various  times  held  public  office,  including 
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that  of  township  assessor,  in  which  he  served  twelve  or  fourteen  years, 
was ‘a  member  of  the  side  board  two  years  and  was  school  clerk  a  number 
oF  years.  His  farm  is  a  profitable  one,  on  which  he  raises  good  stock. 
Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  1875,  to  Christina  Nimmo,  who  was  born  in 
Vernon,  Waukesha  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
(Sinclair)  Nimmo.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  who  in  1861 
located  in  Maxville  township,  where  Mr.  Nimmo  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Harry, 
Frank,  John  S.,  Frances,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Golden,  of  North  Dakota,  Her¬ 
man  and  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Bert  Yoger,  of  Cold  Harbor,  N.  D. 
John  and  Herman  are  unmarried.  Harry  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Max¬ 
ville  township.  Frank  is  also  a  farmer  in  Maxville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  twelve  grandchildren. 

Olf  Lamo,  a  resident  of  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  now  re¬ 
tired  from  active  work,  is  a  member  of  the  hardy  and  industrious  Nor¬ 
wegian  race  that  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  building  up  of  many 
communities  in  this  and  other  northwestern  states.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  December  4, 1854,  and  acquired  his  education  and  began  industrial 
life  in  his  native  land.  The  conditions  there  were  not  favorable  to  the 
speedy  acquirement  of  wealth,  for  he  worked  a  whole  year  for  three  dol¬ 
lars  and  a  suit  of  clothes;  the  second  year  he  did  better  so  far  as  cash 
remuneration  was  concerned,  for  he  received  six  dollars.  He  had  formed 
the  project  of  coming  to  America  to  better  his  condition,  but  he  had  to 
exercise  considerable  patience  and  be  rigidly  economical  for  some  years 
before  he  found  himself  with  enough  money  to  pay  for  his  passage.  At 
last  in  1877  he  left  Norway,  and  on  arriving  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
made  his  way  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  first  in  Canton  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  found  work  at  grubbing  land.  Although  not  a  highly  paid 
occupation,  his  savings  accumulated  much  more  rapidly  here  than  they 
did  in  Norway  and  it  was  not  a  great  while  before  he  found  himself  able  to 
get  married  and  begin  farming  on  a  place  of  his  own.  His  bride  was  Therba 
Torgason,  who  was  born  in  Norway  in  1862  and  who  had  come  to  the 
United  States  in  1871  with  her  parents,  Sunda  and  Anna  Torgason,  they 
locating  near  Menominie,  Wis.  The  farm  Mr.  Lamo  bought  was  merely 
a  tract  of  120  acres  of  land  in  section  24,  Maxville  township,  as  there  were 
no  buildings  on  it,  and  he  first  had  to  erect  a  log  house  before  beginning 
any  other  improvements.  All  things  were  done  in  time,  however,  a  good 
house  and  bam  and  other  buildings  being  erected  and  the  land  well  cul¬ 
tivated.  On  that  place  he  resided  for  thirty  years  and  then  retiring, 
built  a  house  on  an  adjoining  site,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living. 
They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children  and  have  nine  grandchildren,  the 
former  being  Caroline,  Julia,  Mary,  Thomas,  Sever,  Theo,  Joe,  Myrtle  and 
Adelaide.  The  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  church,  in  which  Mr.  Lamo  has  held  official  position. 

Nicholas  Christ,  a  well-known  and  respected  general  farmer  of  Wau- 
mandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  residing  in  section  2,  was  bom  in 
Montana  township.  March  14,  1872,  son  of  Conrad  and  Margaret  (Florin) 
Christ.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  the  father  coming  to 
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the  United  States  in  1856.  They  had  twelve  children :  Joseph,  who  met  an 
accidental  death  at  the  age  of  about  1  year;  Christian,  now  residing  in 
Montana  township;  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Arduser;  John,  who  lives  in 
Montana  township;  Peter,  a  resident  of  Montana  township;  Mary,  wife 
of  Christ  Ruedy,  of  Arcadia,  Wis. ;  Andrew,  deceased;  Nicholas,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Anna,  a  twin  sister  of  Nicholas,  who  is  the  wife  of  Christ 
Alleman;  William,  who  lives  in  Arcadia;  Conrad,  residing  in  Eau  Claire, 
Wis.,  and  Sulla,  who  married  Martin  Alleman  and  lives  in  Montana  town¬ 
ship.  Nicholas  Christ  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  and 
was  for  a  number  of  years  industrially  active  on  the  home  farm  as  his 
father’s  assistant.  Afterwards  he  spent  two  years  working  in  North 
Dakota,  returning  home  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  resuming  his  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  homestead,  though  working  out  for  the  most  part  until  27 
years  of  age.  After  that  he  helped  his  father  for  two  years  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  rented  the  home  farm,  operating  it  under  rental  for  seven 
years.  He  then  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  and  which  con¬ 
tains  100  acres,  all  the  land  being  cleared.  Here  he  does  general  farming, 
including  in  particular  dairying  and  the  raising  of  swine  for  the  market. 
He  has  made  some  important  improvements  on  his  property,  building  the 
house — a  brick  veneered  structure — about  four  years  ago,  and  enlarging 
his  barn  by  an  addition  of  30  feet.  The  latter  has  a  stone  basement  and  its 
total  dimensions  are  30  by  74  feet.  Mr.  Christ  has  a  herd  of  mixed  cattle, 
chiefly  milch  cows,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Garden  Valley  Creamery. 
He  has  made  a  steady  progress  in  prosperity  since  taking  his  farm,  and  is 
a  man  of  energy,  full  of  the  modern  spirit.  On  June  22,  1899,  Mr.  Christ 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sulla  Florin,  who  was  born  in  Waumandee 
township,  Feb.  7,  1877,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Ursula  (Thoeny)  Florin. 
Her  parents,  now  deceased,  were  natives  of  Switzerland  and  had  seven 
children:  Christ,  Andrew,  Sulla,  Mary,  Betty,  Anna  and  Leonard.  By  a 
previous  marriage  the  father  had  also  another  child,  Dorothy,  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Grass,  of  Fountain  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Florin  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856,  settling  in  Sauk  county  and  later  in  Waumandee 
township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Christ  four  children  have  been  born: 
Elsie  Marie,  May  23,  1900 ;  Wilma,  April  22,  1906 ;  Palma,  June  20,  1911, 
and  Ruby,  Sept.  29,  1913.  Wilma  and  Palma  are  attending  school. 

Michael  J.  Schmidtknecht,  a  representative  farmer  of  Waumandee 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Waumandee  township,  Feb.  15,  1876. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Reuter)  Schmidtknecht,  the  father 
being  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  the  mother  of  Indiana.  The  former 
is  now  dead,  but  the  latter  is  living  and  resides  in  Waumandee  village. 
They  had  nine  children:  Rosa,  Michael  J.,  Louis,  George,  Frank,  Josephine, 
Minnie,  William,  and  a  twin  brother  of  William  who  died  at  birth.  Michael 
J.  Schmidtknecht  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  and  until  the 
age  of  26  years  was  engaged  in  helping  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 
He  then  rented  his  present  farm  for  nine  years,  buying  it  Dec.  24,  1910. 
Its  area  is  258  acres,  of  which  170  acres  are  cleared,  and  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  buildings  is  a  fine  barn  erected  in  1913,  34x60  feet,  and  in  1918  he 
built  to  it  an  addition  28  by  60  feet.  Mr.  Schmidtknecht  has  also  a  good 
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silo  recently  erected.  He  has  a  mixed  herd  of  cattle,  with  a  full-blooded 
Shorthorn  bull.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  threshing  machine,  with  which 
he  does  not  only  his  own  threshing  but  also  that  of  some  of  his  neighbors. 
His  other  business  interests  include  those  of  a  stockholder  in  the  Cochrane 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company,  of  which  he  was  a  director,  and  also  in 
the  Garden  Valley  Creamery  Company.  Mr.  Schmidtknecht  was  united  in 
marriage,  Jan.  26, 1902,  with  Katie  Salwey,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  March  14,  1881,  daughter  of  Bernhard  and  Catherine  (Martin)  Sal¬ 
wey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidtknecht  have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
the  first  born  of  whom,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  who  are 
living  were  born  as  follows :  Emma,  Oct.  20,  1903 ;  Wilma,  April  24,  1905 ; 
Ormine,  Oct.  10,  1907 ;  Levi,  Nov.  2,  1909 ;  Arnold,  Feb.  2,  1912,  and  Alton 
and  Alta,  twins,  Aug.  26,  1914,  all  living  at  home. 

Thomas  Thompson,  a  pioneer  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
and  in  his  day  one  of  that  township’s  leading  men,  was  born  in  Norway, 
April  9,  1835,  on  a  farm  the  name  of  which  was  “Hatlevik.”  As  he  grew 
up  he  made  farming  his  occupation.  On  April  9,  1861,  his  twenty-sixth 
birthday,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Serum,  and  eleven  days  later,  April  20, 
they  left  home  bound  for  the  United  States.  Their  embarkation  on  board 
the  sailing  vessel  Victoria  which  brought  them  across  took  place  on  May 
2,  and  on  June  .14  they  arrived  in  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin.  There  they 
remained  until  September,  1862,  when  they  came  to  Buffalo  county,  locat¬ 
ing  on  80  acres  of  land  in  Church  valley,  Modena  township.  Soon  after 
Mr.  Thompson  bought  80  acres  more  from  Mr.  Babcock.  On  the  original 
tract  there  was  an  old  log  house  with  a  board  floor  in  which  he  and  his  wife 
took  up  their  residence.  They  had  one  cow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  aside  from 
which  their  resources  consisted  of  two  pairs  of  willing  hands  and  a  strong 
determination  to  succeed  in  the  work  of  home  building.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  relate  the  successive  steps  in  Mr.  Thompson’s  progress.  The  details 
were  practically  identical  with  those  connected  with  the  lives  of  other 
pioneers  whose  histories  may  be  found  in  this  volume.  The  measure  of 
success  that  he  achieved,  however,  was  greater  than  that  to  which  many 
of  them  attained,  as  he  not  only  cleared  and  developed  his  original  land, 
but  became  the  owner  altogether  of  450  acres.  The  frame  house  and  two 
barns  now  standing  on  the  property  were  erected  by  him.  He  also  helped 
to  start  the  Burnside  creamery,  in  which  he  was  a  shareholder,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  was 
trustee  for  many  years  and  also  deacon.  Before  the  church  was  erected 
the  minister  often  stayed  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Thompson,  and  for  several 
years  his  old  log  house  was  used  for  a  church.  He  also  saw  public  service  as 
town  supervisor,  assessor  and  treasurer,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  He  also  in  the  early  days  had  a  blacksmith  shop  on 
the  farm  and  did  work  from  far  and  near.  Mr.  Thompson’s  death  took 
place  April  30,  1913.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  and  who  was  bom  Nov. 
14,  1835,  is  now  living  at.  the  age  of  83  years.  Their  children  were: 
Sevrina,  wife  of  Ole  T.  Sande ;  Christ,  of  West  Salem ;  Thomas  T.,  now  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead ;  Anna,  wife  of  Andre  Qualy ;  Martin,  of  Modena 
township,  living  on  part  of  the  old  homstead ;  Mary,  who  married  Christ 
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Qualy  and  died  in  1900  at  the  age  of  28  years ;  Christian,  who  died  in  1891 
at  the  age  of  15  years,  and  Sever,  a  resident  of  Modena  valley. 

Thomas  T.  Thompson,  well  known  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
where  he  resides  as  a  successful  farmer  and  also  as  one  of  the  town  officials, 
was  born  on  his  present  farm  in  section  7,  Sept.  10,  1866,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Anna  (Serum)  Thompson.  In  early  days  he  pored  over  the  pages  of 
his  spelling-book  and  arithmetic  in  the  little  log  school  house  of  his  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  rest  of  his  time,  when  he  was  not  asleep  or  eating  his  frugal 
meals,  was  spent  mostly  in  the  open  air  helping  his  father  in  the  work  of 
the  farm.  That  healthful  training  fitted  him  in  time  for  the  serious  busi¬ 
ness  of  life,  and  when  he  took  over  185  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  over 
twenty  years  ago,  he  knew  how  to  handle  his  land  with  profitable  results. 
He  has  never  manned,  and  his  household  is  presided  over  by  his  mother, 
who  has  also  brought  up  her  grandson,  Martin,  son  of  her  daughter  Mary, 
who  died  when  her  babe  was  but  11  days  old.  Mr.  Thompson  has  held  the 
office  of  town  treasurer  for  five  years  in  succession,  and  is  now  school  clerk. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  and  has  assisted  in 
mission  w'ork,  being  a  man  with  a  high  standard  in  life  and  one  who  never 
shirks  his  duties. 

Charles  Jahn,  proprietor  of  Glenwood  Farm,  in  Jahns  valley,  Lincoln 
township,  Buffalo  county,  his  residence  being  in  section  31,  was  born  June 
12,  1883,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Clara  (Loesel)  Jahn,  pioneer  settlers 
in  this  township  and  after  whom  this  valley  was  named.  His  parents  were 
bom  in  Germany,  the  father  coming  to  this  country  in  1857  and  the  mother 
in  the  early  sixties.  His  father  died  in  1897,  while  his  mother  resides  at 
Arcadia,  Wis.  They  had  a  large  family  of  eleven  children,  the  first  born  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  as  also  did  one  other,  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth. 
The  others  who  are  living  are:  Bertha,  Emelia,  Louisa,  Augusta,  Sophia 
and  Anna  (twins),  Rosa,  Charles,  Jr.,  and  Clara.  Charles  Jahn  (Jr.) 
acquired  the  elements  of  an  English  education  in  the  district  school  and 
subsequently  for  a  short  time  attended  the  high  school.  He  then  took  a 
short  course  in  agriculture  at  Madison,  being  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1903.  Since  his  return  from  college  he  has  operated  the  old  homestead, 
which  contains  372  acres,  about  186  acres  being  under  the  plow  and  the 
rest  being  woodland  and  hills.  As  a  general  farmer  he  is  enjoying  a  pros¬ 
perous  career,  raising  high-grade  Holstein  cattle,  doing  considerable  dairy¬ 
ing  and  also  raising  swine  for  the  market,  as  well  as  grain.  His  barn, 
built  in  1914,  measures  36  by  100  feet,  having  a  stone  basement,  there 
being  a  cement  and  stone  silo  in  connection  therewith.  His  residence  is  a 
good  frame  building.  Mr.  Jahn  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Jahn’s  Valley  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  and  is  also  its  clerk.  He  was  clerk  of  the  town  board  for 
four  years,  and  is  now  serving  in  that  position  on  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  As  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  and  useful  citizen  he 
holds  a  well-recognized  place  in  Lincoln  township.  He  was  married  Nov. 
20, 1913,  to  Sarah  Loesel,  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  township,  May  17,  1887, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Haigh)  Loesel.  He  and  his  wife  have  two 
children — Arline,  who  was  bom  March  8,  1915,  and  Marjorie,  born  Jan.  16, 
1918. 
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Paul  Kindschy,  a  representative  farmer  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo 
county,  proprietor  of  Lone  Pine  Farm,  containing  495  acres,  was  born  in 
Alma  township,  this  county,  May  17,  1875,  son  of  Paul  and  Frederica 
(Shiner)  Kindschy.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  his 
mother  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  They  settled  in  Buffalo  county  in  1866  and  are 
now  residing  in  Waumandee.  They  had  eight  children:  Henry,  Andrew, 
Paul,  Lorenz,  Christina,  Mary,  Paulina  and  Christ,  the  last  mentioned  of 
whom  is  now  deceased.  Paul  Kindschy  in  his  early  manhood  assisted  his 
father  in  improving  and  cultivating  the  home  farm  and  was  thus  occupied 
until  he  was  between  21  and  22  years  of  age.  He  then  married  and  bought 
a  farm  in  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  on  which  he  resided  for 
nineteen  years  and  which  he  still  owns,  though  it  is  now  rented  out  to  a 
tenant.  It  contains  280  acres  of  land,  of  which  80  acres  are  cleared,  the 
rest  being  woodland.  Mr.  Kindschy  came  to  his  present  farm  in  1915  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  its  operation.  •  Of  its  495  acres  of  area,  260 
acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  Mr.  Kindschy  does  mixed 
farming,  giving  particular  attention  to  dairying  and  the  raising  of  swine. 
He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings,  his  barn  being  64  by  36  feet  in  size  and 
provided  with  a  stone  basement.  In  operating  the  farm  he  has  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  his  sons,  and  his  business  has  assumed  large  dimensions,  yielding 
him  good  returns  for  the  money  and  labor  invested  in  it.  Mr.  Kindschy  was 
married  Aug.  29,  1896,  to  Mary  Barto,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
Feb.  2,  1877,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Jane  (Havois)  Barto.  She  was 
the  youngest  child  of  her  parents,  who  had  three,  the  oldest  being  Margaret 
and  the  second  Frank.  Both  her  parents  are  living  and  are  residents  of 
Alma  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kindschy  eight  children  have  been  born, 
two  of  whom — Roma  and  Paul — died  in  infancy.  The  living  are:  Henry, 
born  Oct.  25,  1897 ;  Alvin,  June  8,  1899 ;  Clarence,  April  14,  1904 ;  Lorina, 
April  12,  1908;  Edwin,  Jan.  2,  1911,  and  Goldina,  June  8,  1916.  Mr. 
Kindschy  and  his  family  attend  the  Reformed  church. 

Henry  Mattausch,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  a  general  mer¬ 
cantile  business  at  Praag,  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Miller  &  Mattausch,  was  born  in  Praag,  this  county,  Sept. 
6,  1879,  son  of  William  and  Gertrude  (Tillmann)  Mattausch,  who  were 
born  respectively  in  Austria  and  the  United  States.  They  had  six  children : 
Henry,  Joseph,  Gusta,  Nicholas,  Ella  and  Julia,  the  last  mentioned  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Henry  Mattausch  acquired  his  education  in  the  school  of 
his  district  and  was  associated  with  his  father  on  the  latter’s  farm  in 
Lincoln  township  until  1906,  when  he  entered  into  his  present  business  as  a 
partner  with  Edward  Miller.  This  enterprise  has  proved  successful  and 
the  firm  now  carries  a  stock  worth  about  $10,000  and  have  a  good  store 
building,  with  a  saloon  in  connection  with  it.  Mr.  Mattausch  owns  a  good 
house  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  now  serving  as  town  treasurer  of  Lin¬ 
coln  township.  He  was  married  Nov.  27,  1909,  to  Emelia  Miller,  who  was 
born  in  Clark  county,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Herbel)  Mueller, 
the  former  of  whom  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  69  years,  the  latter  being 
deceased.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  were  George,  Albert, 
Louisa  (deceased),  Edward,  Emelia  (Mra.  Mattausch),  Theodore,  Arthur 
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and  Calvin.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mattausch  two  children  have  been  born: 
Lester  H.,  Feb.  3,  1913,  and  Dolores,  May  18,  1914. 

John  Plank,  who  is  following  a  successful  career  as  a  general  farmer 
in  section  27,  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Germany, 
April  28,  1855,  son  of  Michael  and  Katrina  (Haag)  Plank.  The  father 
was  a  baker  by  trade  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Germany,  their 
native  land.  Of  their  seven  cihldren,  two  came  to  the  United  States — 
George,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
30  years  old  when  he  arrived  here.  He  had  learned  the  baker’s  trade  from 
his  father  and  worked  at  it  for  awhile  in  New  York  and  later  in  Milwaukee 
and  other  cities.  He  then  worked  out  as  a  farmer  in  Waumandee  town¬ 
ship.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which'  he  now  lives, 
which  contains  200  acres,  of  which  90  acres  are  cleared.  Here  he  is  doing 
mixed  farming,  giving  his  special  attention  to  dairying  and  hog  raising. 
His  present  buildings  were  erected  by  him  and  include  a  barn  32  by  60 
feet  with  stone  basement.  Mr.  Plank  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Cochrane 
Telephone  Company  and  also  in  the  Cochrane  and  Fountain  City  cream¬ 
eries.  As  a  good  practical  farmer  he  has  made  substantial  progress  and 
is  now  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  township.  On  April 
24, 1895,  he  was  married  to  Ida  Groeschel,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov. 
7,  1863,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Johanna  (Reitz)  Groeschel.  She  was  one  of 
a  family  of  five  children — Carl,  Carolina,  Anna,  Matilda  and  Ida,  of  whom 
Carl  and  Matilda  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Plank  have  three 
children:  George  Carl,  born  Feb.  7,  1896;  Eddie  Herman,  bom  June  19, 
1898,  and  Fritz,  born  April  3,  1900.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church. 

Andrew  Lindstrom,  a  former  citizen  of  Maxville  township,  Buffalo 
county,  but  now  deceased,  was  in  his  day  a  man  well  known  and  respected 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Buffalo  county.  He  was  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  Feb.  14,  1846,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  locating  in 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  married,  in  1880,  to  Christina 
Larson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  March  8,  1850.  She  came  to  this  country 
in  1866  by  sailing  vessel,  being  13  weeks  on  the  ocean.  After  their  mar¬ 
riage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindstrom  settled  on  Beef  Slough,  in  Nelson  township, 
he  being  employed  as  brailing  boss  for  several  years  on  the  river.  In  1882 
he  secured  a  farm  in  section  33,  Maxville  township,  and  with  his  wife 
moved  onto  the  place  in  1884.  Only  an  old  log  building  had  been  erected, 
and  a  large  part  of  the  land  needed  clearing.  In  time  he  increased  the 
size  of  his  farm  to  240  acres  and  built  a  good  brick  veneer  house,  with 
substantial  bams,  having  become  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the 
township.  Here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  Oct.  31,  1909.  He 
was  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  among  other 
work  that  he  did,  helped  to  improve  the  church  yard.  He  had  been  a 
widower  for  some  years  before  his  death,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
Dec.  18,  1903.  They  had  seven  children:  John,  Christian  M.,  Emil,  Solo¬ 
mon,  Carl,  Anna  and  Carrie.  All  are  now  living  except  Carl,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years. 
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Christian  M.  Lindstrom,  a  successful  farmer  of  Maxville  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Nelson  township,  this  county,  June  12,  1883, 
son  of  Andrew  and  Christina  (Larson)  Lindstrom.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  school,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  spent  in  the 
west,  he  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  at  home.  He  is  now  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Maxville  township  board,  having  previously  been  super¬ 
visor  on  the  side  board.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
his  district  for  several  years.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Lu¬ 
theran  church.  Christian  M.  Lindstrom  was  married,  1907,  to  Mary  Lille- 
skov,  who  was  born  in  Modena  township,  daughter  of  John  and  Rosa 
Lilleskov.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindstrom  are  the  parents  of  two  living  children : 
Christine  and  Alfred.  Another  child,  Rosebelle,  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months.  The  Lindstrom  Brothers,  since  the  death  of  their  parents  have 
operated  the  home  farm,  and  have  added  to  it  320  acres  purchased  from 
William  Jost,  thus  making  a  farm  of  560  acres.  The  brothers  carry  on 
general  farming,  and  make  a  specialty  of  Poland  China  swine,  good  Per- 
cheron  horses,  and  other  reliable  stock.  They  are  considered  among  the 
most  substantial  people  of  the  township.  They  hold  stock  in  the  Nelson 
Telephone  Co.  and  in  the  Burnside  Creamery,  of  which  latter  organization 
Christian  M.  is  a  director. 

Dennison  D.  Loomis,  proprietor  of  the  Loomis  Homestead  in  section 
21,  Dover  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Vermont,  May  3,  1833, 
son  of  Jonah  and  Phoebe  (Blanchard)  Loomis.  On  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  side  he  comes  of  old  New  England  ancestry,  his  mother’s  father 
having  been  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The  parents,  who  were  farmers, 
spent  their  lives  in  Vermont,  the  mother  dying  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  15  years  old.  In  addition  to  Dennison  there  were  seven  other 
children  in  the  family;  one  a  son  who  died  young,  two  daughters,  Sallie 
and  Phoebe — these  three  being  older  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch — and 
three  sons  and  a  daughter,  who  were  younger.  Dennison  D.  Loomis  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Vermont,  and  remained  in  that  state  until  he 
was  17  years  old.  He  then  came  west  to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  where  he 
farmed  for  a  year  or  more,  after  which  he  moved  to  La  Crosse  county, 
and  in  1855,  after  attaining  his  majority,  came  to  Gilmanton,  Buffalo 
county,  where  some  settlers  from  Vermont  were  then  located.  Here  he 
took  a  pre-emption  claim  of  eighty  acres,  made  some  improvements  on  it, 
and  afterwards  rented  it  out,  and  engaged  in  farming  elsewhere.  The 
Civil  War  coming  on,  he  enlisted  on  November  18,  1861,  in  Company  B, 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  until  his  discharge,  De¬ 
cember  25,  1863.  During  his  military  service  he  participated  in  engage¬ 
ments  at  Yellville,  Helena,  Prairie  Grove  and  La  Grange  in  Arkansas,  the 
Siege  of  Vicksburg,  Red  Bone  Church,  Miss.,  and  Ingraham’s  Plantation. 
After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army  he  returned  to  Gilmanton 
township,  this  county,  and  for  a  year  or  so  thereafter  was  comparatively 
inactive,  being  sick  from  the  effects  of  his  hard  service.  On  his  recovery 
he  took  up  farming  again  on  his  pre-emption  claim,  on  which  he  had 
erected  a  log  building.  After  two  or  three  years  he  sold  out  and  bought 
another  farm  in  this  township,  remaining  on  it  one  year.  On  July  29, 
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1866,  Mr.  Loomis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella  Britton,  who  was  born 
in  Allegany  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  9,  1850,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Harriet  (Longcore)  Britton.  The  newly  wedded  couple  took  up  their 
residence  on  a  homestead  in  section  21,  Dover  township,  which  is  the  same 
on  which  they  are  living  today.  It  consisted  of  160  acres  of  wild  land, 
on  which  Mr.  Loomis  had  to  erect  a  log  building.  During  the  half  century 
or  more  that  he  has  resided  on  this  place  he  has  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments,  and  it  is  now  a  good  farm,  well  cultivated  and  with  convenient  and 
substantial  buildings.  Aside  from  his  immediate  farming  interests  Mr. 
Loomis  helped  to  establish  the  local  cheese  factory,  and  later  the  creamery, 
of  which  latter  he  was  president  for  twelve  years.  He  also  owned  shares 
in  the  Gilmanton  State  Bank,  which,  however,  he  has  presented  to  his  chil¬ 
dren.  For  many  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
and  his  family  have  made  donations  to  various  churches,  including  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  Union  church  in  Gilmanton.  In  July,  1916,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loomis 
had  the  felicity  of  celebrating  their  Golden  Wedding,  upon  which  event  they 
received  many  congratulations.  During  their  long  residence  in  the  county 
they  have  made  numerous  friends,  being  acquainted  with  all  the  old  resi¬ 
dents  in  this  part  of  it  and  with  most  of  the  later  comers  except  the  most 
recent.  They  have  had  eight  children  in  all,  three  of  whom — Jessie,  Ray¬ 
mond  and  Roy — are  now  deceased.  Those  living :  Carrie,  now,  Mrs.  George 
Jaquish,  residing  near  Eau  Claire;  Charles  and  Guy,  of  Dover  township; 
Blanche,  wife  of  Nathan  Jaquish,  of  Dover  township;  and  George,  who  is 
residing  at  home. 

George  W.  Britton,  father  of  Mrs.  Dennison  D.  Loomis,  was  married 
to  Harriet  Longcore  in  Allegany  county,  New  York,  March  1, 1849.  Within 
three  years  they  were  parted  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Britton,  which  occurred 
July  9,  1852.’  She  left  two  children,  Ella  and  William.  On  January  20, 
1853,  Mr.  Britton  married  Maria  C.  Sipperly,  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  of 
this  union -one  son,  M.  Eugene,  was  born.  His  wife  had  also  one  child, 
Emma  Sipperly,  which  he  adopted.  Mr.  Britton  worked  as  a  lumberman, 
coming  to  Eau  Claire  in  1858.  On  April  15  of  that  year  he  moved  to  Du¬ 
rand  and  continued  work  at  the  lumber  industry  until  May  1,  1859,  when 
he  built  a  hotel  at  Bear  Creek,  near  Durand.  There  he  suffered  a  bereave¬ 
ment  in  the  loss  of  his  son  William,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Chippewa 
river.  Later  Mr.  Britton  sold  his  hotel  and  bought  a  meat  market  at 
Durand,  where  he  remained  until  he  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Civil 
War,  December  16,  1863,  leaving  home  for  La  Crosse  on  the  twenty-eighth 
and  reaching  that  place  January  16,  1864.  The  following  condensed  notes 
from  Mr.  Britton’s  diary  kept  at  the  time  summarizes  his  war  experiences : 
“Landed  in  La  Crosse  Saturday  night,  January  16,  1864;  reported  on  the 
18th  to  headquarters;  had  all  the  fifteen  men  I  took  with  me  on  hand, 
Wednesday,  the  20th.  Met  Col.  Robinson  and  Col.  Fennigen  at  the  West¬ 
ern  House,  La  Crosse.  Left  La  Crosse,  January  26,  1864,  for  Camp  Ran¬ 
dall  at  Madison;  reported  at  headquarters  at  8:00  o’clock  in  the  evening 
and  went  into  barracks  at  10:00  o’clock  the  27th.  Was  appointed  corporal 
of  the  Guards  and  went  to  the  capital  with  them.  It  was  very  cold.  The 
5th  I  was  in  the  hospital  with  a  bad  cold ;  was  discharged  from  the  hospital 
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3:00  p.  m.  February  6.  On  the  12th  left  Madison  for  Milwaukee;  arrived 
there  in  the  evening  and  reached  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  April 
21  went  on  picket  duty  five  miles  from  camp;  had  orders  to  hold  our  line 
at  all  hazards.  Stayed  there  all  day  and  all  night  in  very  stormy  weather. 
On  the  22d  went  on  reserve ;  stayed  on  picket  till  10 :00  a.  m.  In  the  night 
our  lines  were  attacked  by  the  Rebels,  but  we  drove  them  back.  May  5 
went  on  the  first  line  of  battle  in  the  pine  woods ;  was  in  the  fight  till  the 
troops  fell  back.  It  was  hard  fighting  that  day ;  had  to  fall  back  and  build 
breastworks.  Moved  to  left  of  the  road  leading  to  Richmond.  Ordered  to 
hold  it  at  all  hazards.  The  shells  flew  lively.  General  Wadsworth  was 
shot  from  his  horse  and  killed  in  the  fight.  May  30,  our  troops  had  a 
hard  battle  but  I  was  not  in  it,  being  very  ill ;  the  regiment  was  there  and 
had  hard  fighting.  June  16,  we  fought  in  front  of  Petersburg;  hard  fight¬ 
ing.  Here  I  was  nearly  worn  out.  June  18,  more  hard  fighting.  I  was 
wounded  and  taken  to  the  hospital  at  City  Point.  July  2,  I  was  carried  on 
board  a  boat  and  arrived  at  Alexandria  July  4  and  was  taken  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Hospital.  Dr.  Williams  thought  I  could  not  live.”  Mr.  Brit¬ 
ton  recovered,  however,  but  not  being  strong  enough  for  further  service 
was  discharged  and  was  brought  home  by  his  wife.  During  his  absence, 
on  February  16,  1864,  his  house  had  burned  down,  leaving  his  family  in 
hard  circumstances.  On  July  4,  1865,  after  his  return  home,  he  came  to 
Gilmanton  and  located  on  a  farm.  From  there  he  subsequently  moved  to 
Eau  Claire,  where  he  conducted  the  Central  House  until  1873.  He  then 
bought  the  Monghela  on  the  west  side,  which  burned  to  the  ground.  On 
its  destruction  he  went  back  to  Gilmanton  and  took  up  his  residence  again 
on  the  farm,  remaining  there  until  his  wife  was  taken  sick.  In  the  hope  of 
a  cure  she  was  taken  to  a  hospital  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but  it  being  impossible 
to  do  anything  for  her,  she  was  brought  back  to  Eau  Claire  and  lived  until 
the  following  September.  Mr.  Britton  then  went  to  Gilmanton  and  spent 
the  winter  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ella  Loomis.  In  July  he  went  west 
and  spent  the  summer,  subsequently  returning  to  Eau  Claire.  On  October 
24,  1897,  he  married  Mary  Moses  of  Nebraska,  and  took  a  home  on  Water 
street,  Eau  Claire,  where  he  now  resides. 

Joseph  Berni,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo 
county,  who  was  also  among  the  earliest  white  settlers  in  the  county,  was 
born  in  Switzerland  in  1811.  It  was  in  the  early  forties  that  he  first  came 
to  the  United  States,  but  after  residing  in  the  country  awhile  he  returned 
to  Switzerland.  Just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War  he  again 
came  to  America  and,  enlisting  as  a  soldier,  took  part  in  that  war.  Up  to 
this  time  and  for  a  short  time  afterwards  he  had  been  a  great  wanderer, 
visiting  many  states,  and,  when  not  a  soldier,  working  at  his  trade  of 
cooper.  After  leaving  the  army  he  took  up  his  residence  for  a  while  in 
Galena,  Ill.  In  1849  he  left  that  place  and  came  up  the  river  to  Twelve 
Mile  Bluff,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  was  among  the  first  to  take 
land  near  Cochrane,  securing  160  acres.  He  was  married  in  1852  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Neukomme,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland  March  1,  1836,  and  had 
come  to  the  United  States  in  1851.  They  settled  on  the  old  Henry  Klein 
place,  section  9,  township  20,  range  12,  in  Belvidere,  near  Cochrane.  In 
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1857  they  sold  their  farm  and  came  to  Alma,  where  Joseph  Berni  was 
engaged  in  the  brick  and  lime  burning  industry  for  a  number  of  years, 
later  on  doing  some  teaming.  There  he  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  about 
67  years.  His  wife  Margaret  (or  Margaretha)  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  April  14,  1911,  at  the  age  of  75.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  Catholic,  while  she  belonged  to  the  Reformed  church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  several  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  who  reached  maturity  were :  Jacob,  now  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Alma;  John,  who  lives  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Hamelton 
Eckert,  of  Ayr,  N.  D. ;  Josephine,  now  Mrs.  William  Fresheim,  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  Ida,  wife  of  W.  B.  Grieve;  Mary,  who  never  married;  Julia,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  George  Stodart,  of  North  Dakota;  and  William, 
who  died  in  Alma,  Wis. 

Jacob  Berni,  a  respected  citizen  of  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired  after  a  successful  career  as  lumberman  and  agricul¬ 
turist,  was  born  in  this  place,  October  19,  1857,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mar¬ 
garetha  (Neukomme)  Berni.  His  parents  were  pioheer  settlers  of  Belvi- 
dere  township,  this  county,  locating  there  about  two  years  before  his  birth, 
and  as  he  grew  up  his  surroundings  were  of  a  somewhat  primitive  kind. 
The  dense  forest,  through  which  wild  animals  roamed,  was  on  all  sides, 
and  a  few  miles  to  the  west  and  southwest  rolled  the  great  river,  the 
mighty  Mississippi.  The  Indians  were  also  numerous  in  the  vicinity  and 
were  occasional  visitors  to  the  Berni  homestead.  Amid  such  scenes  young 
Jacob  grew  up.  His  educational  opportunities  were  limited,  as  he  had  to 
begin  work  at  an  early  age,  but  for  a  short  time  he  attended  a  little  school- 
house,  where  he  acquired  some  elementary  knowledge.  Beginning  work 
as  a  common  laborer,  he  soon  became  connected  with  the  lumber  industry, 
and,  being  energetic  and  attentive  to  his  duties,  he  soon  rose  to  be  foreman 
of  logging  and  rafting  gangs,  a  position  he  held  for  twenty-three  years. 
About  1897  Mr.  Berni  began  his  agricultural  career,  buying  an  improved 
farm  in  Nelson  township.  The  improvements  were  by  no  means  modern, 
however,  as  the  buildings  consisted  chiefly  of  a  log  house  and  log  barn. 
Mr.  Berni  made  that  place  his  home  for  some  ten  or  eleven  years,  erecting 
better  buildings  and  following  general  farming  with  profitable  results. 
Finally  he  sold  it  to  his  son  Ottmar,  and  in  1908  came  to  Alma,  where  he 
is  now  living  retired.  While  on  the  farm  he  was  president  of  the  local 
cheese  factory,  and  served  six  years  as  treasurer  of  the  school  board. 
During  his  younger  days  he  was  a  great  sportsman  and  hunter,  and  his 
rifle  often  supplied  the  family  table  with  venison  or  other  game.  Mr. 
Berni  was  married  in  Alma,  September  22,  1883,  to  Emma  Furrer,  who 
was  born  in  a  log  house  in  Belvidere  township,  this  county,  May  22,  1856, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Barbara  (Schaedt)  Furrer.  He  and  his  wife 
have  had  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Leo,  died  in  infancy.  The  two 
living  are:  Ottmar,  who  married  Lydia  Markey,  and  Julia,  who  is  the  wife 
of  H.  T.  Kruse  of  Alma,  and  has  five  children,  Malvia,  Neoma,  Clifford, 
Fern  and  Vivian. 

Charles  Furrer,  a  Buffalo  county  pioneer,  and  in  former  years  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Alma,  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  in  which 
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country  he  was  married  to  Barbara  Schaedt.  In  1852  he  came  alone  to 
the  United  States  and  with  pioneer  instinct  made  his  way  directly  to  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  found  work  as  a  lime  burner.  After  a 
short  time  here  he  left  and  for  a  while  wandered  through  the  South,  in¬ 
specting  the  country.  Not  favorably  impressed  with  what  he  saw  there, 
in  1853  he  returned  to  Alma,  where  he  built  a  lime  kiln  and  resumed  his 
former  occupation.  About  1855  he  returned  to  Switzerland  after  his  family, 
whom  he  brought  back  with  him  to  Buffalo  county  in  1856.  In  addition 
to  his  wife,  there  were  three  children,  Victoria,  Leo  and  Otto.  For  some 
time  after  arriving  here  with  them  the  family  lived  a  truly  primitive  life 
among  the  Indians  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi  river,  and  there  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Emma,  was  born  to  them,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Berni,  of  Alma.  After 
a  while,  tired  of  his  island  existence,  Mr.  Furrer  with  his  family  moved  to 
the  main  shore,  at  the  place  called  Belvidere,  where  he  put  up  a  modest 
residence  and  worked  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  He  also  owned  forty 
acres  of  land  where  his  lime  kiln  was  located.  At  some  time  in  1863  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Alma,  where  he  subsequently  operated  a  lime 
kiln  until  his  death  in  1905  at  the  age  of  87  years.  Mr.  Furrer  was  a  good 
scholar  and  could  speak  several  languages.  A  Catholic  in  religion,  he 
helped  to  build  the  church  of  that  faith  in  Alma.  His  wife  died  in  1887. 
In  addition  to  the  children  already  mentioned  they  had  four  others,  born 
in  Buffalo  county,  Minnie,  Emil,  Rosa  and  Ida. 

John  B.  Meyer,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  most 
respected  citizens  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  born  in  Schleithejm,  Canton  Schaffausen,  February  14,  1839. 
He  became  a  farmer  and  followed  that  occupation  in  his  native  land  until 
his  emigration  to  the  United  States  in  1856,  after  which  he  continued  in  it 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  settled  on  arriving  in  this 
country.  His  industrial  activities  were  interrupted,  however,  by  the  Civil 
War,  as  he  enlisted  in  a  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment  and  served  in  it 
for  four  years,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  battle  at  Red  Oak 
and  others.  After  two  years’  service  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm, 
but  soon  returned  to  his  company  and  regiment.  Returning  home  with¬ 
out  any  other  misadventure,  he  was  married,  May  5,  1866,  to  Elizabeth 
Stamm,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  place  in  Switzerland  as  himself,  the 
date  of  her  birth  being  March  4, 1840.  She  had  not  been  long  in  the  United 
States,  having  arrived  with  her  parents  in  1865,  they  settling  in  Sharps¬ 
burg,  Pa.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Meyer  continued  farming  near  Sharps¬ 
burg  until  March,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
being  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family.  They  arrived  on  the  eleventh 
of  the  month  and  took  possession  of  a  tract  of  175  acres  in  section  11, 
which  was  in  fact  already  a  farm,  as  between  ninety  and  100  acres  of  the 
land  were  broken,  and  there  was  a  log  house  and  barn  on  the  place.  Mr. 
Meyer’s  stock  consisted  of  a  team  of  horses  and  a  cow,  but  he  was  a  man  of 
enterprise,  and  with  these  resources  he  had  enough  for  a  beginning.  The 
rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  development  of  his  farm,  the  size  of  which 
he  increased  to  215  acres,  also  building  on  it  a  good  frame  house,  barn  and 
granary.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Modena  Co-operative 
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Creamery  and  was  its  manager  and  secretary  for  fifteen  years.  This  was 
an  industry  in  which  he  was  much  interested,  at  an  early  date  foreseeing 
that  it  would  some  day  attain  considerable  dimensions  and  prove  an  impor¬ 
tant  source  of  revenue  to  the  farmers  throughout  this  region.  Conse¬ 
quently  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  it  generally,  though  receiving 
little  pay;  and  besides  his  connection  with  the  creamery  at  Modena  he 
organized  a  creamery  company  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Eau  Claire 
county,  and  also  one  at  Eleva,  Trempealeau  county,  of  both  of  which  he  was 
secretary  and  general  manager.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  farmers  in 
this  locality  to  raise  Jersey  cattle,  helping  to  introduce  them  and  make 
their  merits  known,  and  he  was  an  extensive  breeder  of  Percheron  and 
Norman  horses.  Among  his  other  activities  on  the  farm  was  the  setting 
out  of  a  fine  orchard  and  garden,  in  which  he  took  great  pride.  He  served 
as  town  supervisor  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  fraternal  affiliations 
were  with  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Alma.  Mr.  Meyer  died  in  Dover  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county,  March  7,  1911,  his  wife  having  previously  passed 
away  on  the  same  day  and  month  of  the  year  1907.  She  was  buried  just 
forty-two  years  to  the  day  after  her  arrival  in  this  country,  and  had  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  67  years.  Their  children,  of  whom  they  had  twelve,  were: 
Christian,  now  the  Rev.  Christian  Meyer,  of  Theresa,  Wis. ;  Barbara,  wife 
of  Samuel  Bollinger,  of  Eleva,  Wis. ;  John  C.,  of  Eleva ;  Samuel,  now  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead;  Adolph,  residing  at  Snohomish,  Wash.;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  wife  of  Fred  Heiland  of  Blue  Creek,  Wash.;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Henry 
Linse  of  Modena,  Wis.;  Marie,  wife  of  Otto  Reich  of  Modena  township; 
Julia,  wife  of  Albert  Linse,  of  Dover  township,  Buffalo  county;  George, 
now  the  Rev.  George  Myer  of  Schumm,  Ohio ;  and  Matilda,  who  is  residing 
at  Everett,  Wash. 

Samuel  Meyer,  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  who  is,  moreover,  a  man  of 
action  and  influence  in  public  affairs,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  13, 
1870,  son  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Stamm)  Meyer.  He  was  a  babe  of 
about  nine  months  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  township  and 
county.  His  education,  acquired  partly  in  the  local  schools,  was  largely 
supplemented  by  home  study,  especially  of  the  science  of  bookkeeping. 
Brought  up  on  his  parents’  farm,  his  regular  occupation  has  been  that  of 
agriculture,  in  which  he  has  achieved  marked  success.  Coming  into  pos¬ 
session  of  the  parental  homestead,  he  has  since,  by  an  additional  land 
purchase,  increased  the  size  of  the  farm  from  215  to  255  acres,  and  is 
operating  it  along  the  general  lines  laid  down  by  his  father,  raising  Jersey 
cattle,  besides  other  good  stock.  He  also  keeps  up  the  orchard  that  his 
father  planted,  and  prides  himself  upon  raising  the  Peerless  watermelons, 
which  command  a  ready  market,  and  nutmeg  muskmelons.  His  house  is 
installed  with  a  hot  and  cold  coil  water  system,  and  his  buildings  are  well 
improved  and  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Meyer  has  succeeded  his  father  as 
secretary  and  manager  of  the  Modena  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  for 
three  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  County  Agricultural  Society. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Mo¬ 
dena,  being  a  director  and  as  a  member  of  the  examining  board.  Mr. 
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Meyer  has  rendered  good  service  as  a  public  official  both  to  his  township 
and  county.  He  was  chairman  of  the  township  board  '  »ur  years,  town 
clerk  five  years  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  eight  years,  1.1  all  these  posi¬ 
tions  showing  efficiency  and  fidelity  to  the  public  interests.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried,  August  31,  1904,  to  Wilhelmina  Steinke,  who  was  born  in  Canton 
township,  Buffalo  county,  daughter  of  Carl  Steinke,  now  a  resident  of 
Modena.  Of  this  union  three  children  have  been  born:  Eugene  Armin, 
Alma  Marie  and  Walter  Edwin.  He  and  his  family  are  affiliated  relig¬ 
iously  with  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Alfred  H.  Lawrence,  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  th<  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  but  now 
deceased,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  but  came  of  a  well-known  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  family.  His  grandfather  on  the  Lawrence  side  married  a 
Lowell,  and  the  close  union  of  the  two  prominent  families  was  further  evi¬ 
denced  in  the  founding  of  the  Lawrence-Lowell  Sheeting  Factory  at  Lowell, 
Mass.  George  Lawrence,  father  of  Alfred  H.,  came  with  his  family  by 
way  of  the  Lakes  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  later  moved  to  Fond  du 
Lac. county,  where  his  wife  died.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Iowa,  in 
which  state  he  spent  his  last  yaers.  Alfred  H.  Lawrence  was  married  in 
Wisconsin  to  Louisa  Odell,  daughter  of  Austin  and  granddaughter  of  Will¬ 
em  Odell,  the  Odells  being  among  the  very  first  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of 
odena,  Buffalo  county.  It  was  in  Modena  township  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  settled  in  1872,  with  two  children,  Fred  Henry  and  Lillian.  Four 
years  later  they  bought  the  farm  now  owned  and  operated  by  their  son 
Fred,  which  they  improved  in  various  ways,  particularly  by  the  erection 
of  new  buildings.  Here  Mr.  Lawrence  died  at  the  age  of  57  years,  and 
his  wife  at  that  of  62.  They  were  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Methodist 
church.  Mrs.  Louisa  (Odell)  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Austin  and  Rhoda 
Ann  (Rouse)  Odell,  was  the  third  born  of  her  parents’  thirteen  children. 
The  two  eldest  in  the  family,  Willmar  and  Caroline,  died  at  the  ages  of 
9  and  7  years  respectively.  Cassius,  the  next  eldest  boy,  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  War  at  the  age  of  16  years,  in  Company  I,  36th  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  action  June  3,  1864.  When  he 
went  to  the  war  he  left  his  father  to  battle  with  the  work  of  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  homestead,  with  only  small  boys  to  help,  which  broke  the 
father  down  in  health  and  was  probably  the  cause  of  his  death  at  the  age 
of  55  years.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  grave  by  only  three  weeks, 
dying  at  the  age  of  51.  Coming  to  Wisconsin  in  the  early  forties  from 
New  York  State,  they  had  settled  at  a  place  called  Rising  Sun,  but  moved 
from  there  to  Columbia  county,  whence  they  later  came  with  a  team  by 
way  of  La  Crosse  to  Buffalo  county.  Only  one  wagon  track  then  marked 
the  trail  along  the  Mississippi  river  and  Beef  river  to  where  the  little  village 
of  Modena  now  stands.  Austin  Odell  built  a  log  hut  on  his  homestead, 
where  he  lived  and  reared  his  family  of  nine  children  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  one  more  boy,  Henry,  dying  in  infancy  in  Modena.  The  daughter, 
Louisa,  succeeded  in  keeping  the  three  smaller  children  in  the  old  home, 
adjoining  the  present  farm  of  Fred  Henry  Lawrence,  with  the  aid  of  Abner 
Odell.  Adeline  Odell  Thomas  was  the  first  white  girl  married  in  Buffalo 
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county.  She  died  at  Lodi,  where  she  had  lived  all  her  married  life.  There 
are  now  seven  of  the  children  living,  among  those  not  already  mentioned 
being:  Mrs.  Chloe  Parr,  Augusta,  Mrs.  Harriet  Bowen  of  Bangor,  Mrs. 
Eudora  Moats  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Hanan  of  Mondovi,  all  in 
Wisconsin.  The  latter  named  was  the  first  white  girl  born  in  Buffalo 
county.  The  ancestors  of  the  Odell  family  came  from  Ireland,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  family  tradition,  were  soldiers  for  many  generations  in  their  native 
land.  Their  descendants  have  served  their  adopted  country,  the  United 
States,  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  the  War  of  1812-15,  the  Civil  War, 
and  in  the  present  war  with  Germany,  in  which  several  of  the  great 
nephews  and  three  great  grandchildren  are  taking  part,  one  grandson, 
Lawrence  L.  Hanan,  of  Mondovi,  being  now  in  France.  The  three  great 
grandchildren  are  Merton  Odell,  of  Lodi,  Roy  Miller,  of  Augusta,  Wis.,  and 
Karl  Miller.  The  grandchildren  are  Lawrence  L.  Hanan,  a  member  of  the 
86th  Division,  33d  Infantry,  called  the  Black  Hawks;  Raymond  Bowen,  of 
Bangor,  and  Giles  Odell  of  Eleva,  Wis.,  now  in  the  cantonments  awaiting 
their  call  for  oversea. 

Fred  Henry  Lawrence,  engaged  in  agriculture  in  section  23,  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  is  operating  the  old  homestead  of  his 
parents,  Alfred  H.  and  Louisa  (Odell)  Lawrence,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Oakfield,  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  June  13,  1859,  and  has  resided 
since  1876  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  assisted  his  father  to  improve 
and  develop.  His  educational  opportunities  were  limited,  but  he  attended 
the  district  school  for  a  while  and  acquired  the  rudiments  of  knowledge 
sufficient  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life.  After  his  parents’  death  the 
home  farm  came  into  his  possession  and  he  has  since  cultivated  it  on  a 
profitable  basis.  Mr.  Lawrence  was  married,  June  8,  1892,  to  Elizabeth 
Steele,  who  was  born  in  Mondovi  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  June 
25, 1868,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mahala  (Hummer)  Steele,  the  house  in 
which  she  first  saw  the  light  being  a  log  structure  erected  by  her  father 
and  her  grandfather,  Elisha  Hummer,  and  at  the  time  of  her  birth  the 
flooring  had  not  yet  been  laid.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Glenn,  who  was  born  January  21,  1894,  and  who  is  residing  at 
home.  Jonathan  Steele,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Lawrence,  was  a  native 
of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  that  state  to  Mahala 
Hummer,  who  was  born  at  High  Bridge,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Steele  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  on  coming  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  about 
1867,  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Mondovi  township,  buying  the  right 
of  another  man  who  had  homesteaded  it.  Ten  acres  were  broken,  but 
there  being  no  buildings,  he  had  to  erect  them  himself.  With  the  help  of 
oxen  he  developed  his  land  into  a  good  farm.  His  market  was  at  Mondovi 
village,  seven  miles  away,  the  journey  both  ways  being  made  by  him  on 
foot.  On  that  farm  he  died  at  the  age  of  69  years,  after  a  life  of  useful 
industry.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Steele,  his  father  being  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  his  mother  of  Scotch  origin.  His  wife,  Mahala,  died 
July  20,  1918.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Hummer  of  New  Jersey,  her 
mother,  whose  family  name  was  Diltz,  being  of  German  descent.  Elisha 
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Hummer  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  was  with  the  army  under  Wash¬ 
ington  at  Valley  Forge,  during  the  memorable  winter  of  1777-78. 

Christian  Schwedes,  until  recently  the  oldest  living  resident  of  Alma, 
Buffalo  county,  and  a  veteran  of  the  great  Civil  War,  was  born  in  Hessen, 
Germany,  March  14,  1826.  In  1857  he  came  to  the  United  States  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  first  settled  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  where  he  was  married 
to  Nettie  Michael.  It  was  there  also  that  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Second  Virginia  Volunteer  Regiment.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  cavalry  service.  At  Baldwin’s  Camp,  Va.,  he  was 
wounded  by  a  ball  that  passed  in  through  the  side  of  his  nose  and  out  on 
the  right  side  of  his  head,  impairing  his  hearing  and  causing  him  to  lose 
the  sight  of  his  right  eye.  On  account  of  this  wound  he  was  mustered  out 
March  12,  1862,  and  was  sent  home.  Soon  after  he  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
from  which  city  he  came  to  Alma  in  1865,  making  the  last  part  of  the 
journey  by  boat  from  La  Crosse.  After  his  arrival  here  he  worked  for 
a  while  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do,  but  being  a  tailor  by  trade,  he  was 
occupied  as  such  for  most  of  the  time.  He  also  erected  a  saloon  building 
on  Main  street,  near  the  old  landing  at  the  north  end  o^  Alma,  which  was  a 
good  substantial  structure.  He  also  founded  the  G.  A.  R.  post  in  Alma, 
the  first  meetings  of  which  were  held  in  the  old  jail  building.  Mrs.  Nettie 
Schwedes  died  in  1880,  leaving  two  children,  Emma  and  Henry.  Emma 
died  in  1870,  and  Henry  is  now  a  prominent  merchant  of  Wabasha,  Minn. 
Mr.  Schwedes  was  married,  secondly,  in  1884,  to  Louisa  Neumann,  of 
which  union  one  child  was  born,  Emily  M.,  born  in  1885,  who  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Cobb  Hospital  at  St.  Paul,  as  a  nurse,  and  died  in  1913.  Mr. 
Schwedes  died  February  22,  1918,  when  in  his  ninel* -third  year,  being 
mentally  bright  up  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  universally  respected 
as  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Alma  and  one  of  the  few  then  remaining 
pioneers  who  had  helped  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  present  prosperity  of 
the  city. 

Lorence  Brenner,  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  of  215  acres  in  section  16,  was 
born  in  this  township  in  the  log  house  of  his  parents,  Anthony  and  Agatha 
Brenner,  August  4, 1860.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  the  father 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1858  while  still  a  single  man.  They  located 
on  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  section  15,  Canton  township,  this  county.  There 
was  then  no  road  and  the  land  Mr.  Brenner  had  was  covered  with  timber, 
so  strenuous  work  had  to  be  done  to  develop  a  farm,  his  first  task  being  to 
erect  a  log  house.  Oxen  were  used  in  the  work  of  clearing,  and  long  trips 
were  made  on  foot  to  and  from  town,  carrying  in  produce  and  bringing 
home  supplies.  In  time  good  farm  buildings  were  erected  and  the  family 
became  fairly  prosperous.  Anthony  died  on  that  farm  at  the  age  of  84 
years  and  his  wife  at  that  of  83.  They  were  Catholics  in  religious  faith. 
Lorance  Brenner  was  the  third-born  child  in  a  family  of  seven.  In  his 
youth  he  attended  country  school  and  when  not  occupied  with  his  studies 
was  usually  engaged  in  making  himself  useful  on  the  parental  homestead. 
In  time  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in  sections 
21  and  22,  Canton  township,  the  tract  being  provided  with  a  log  house  and 
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barn.  Subsequently  he  bought  eighty  acres  more  land  and  built  a  brick 
house  and  other  buildings.  There  he  remained  until  1912,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  his  present  farm  of  215  acres  in  section  16,  a  well  improved  place, 
which  he  is  conducting  with  satisfactory  financial  results,  raising  both 
grain  and  stock.  He  is  also  one  of  the  shareholders  in  the  creamery,  in 
which  he  has  been  a  director  for  five  or  six  years,  and  in  the  Farmers’ 
Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Brenner  has  long  taken  rank  among  the  leading 
men  of  his  township  and  has  aided  in  the  administration  of  local  affairs, 
having  served  in  the  office  of  supervisor  for  seven  or  eight  years  and  as 
town  treasurer  for  seven  years.  He  has  also  been  for  thirteen  years  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  this  district.  Mr.  Brenner  was  married,  in 
1884,  to  Jane  Nothom,  who  was  born  in  Canton  township,  this  county, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Nothom.  Of  this  union  ten  children  have 
been  born :  Edward,  John,  Agnes,  Andrew,  Frank,  Peter,  Mary,  Catherine, 
Lizzie  and  Louis,  of  whom  Edward  and  Frank  are  now  deceased. 

William  Rieck,  whose  name  is  closely  associated  with  the  pioneer  his¬ 
tory  of  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Claushagen,  Prussia,  February  28, 
1829,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Rieck.  The  parents  emigrated  with  their 
family  to  the  United  States,  being  eighty  days  on  the  ocean  in  a  sailing 
vessel.  William  Rieck  was  married  in  Iowa  in  1860  to  Mary  Weber,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  July  21,  1840,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Kaller)  Weber,  she  having  come  to  this  country  with  her  parents  in  1846. 
It  was  not  long  after  his  arrival  in  Buffalo  county,  in  1861,  that  William 
located  on  land  of  his  own,  purchasing  eighty  acres  in  section  12,  Modena 
township.  It  was  not  a  particularly  favorable  location,  as  the  tract  was 
quite  marshy,  though  there  had  been  trees  on  it  and  it  had  to  be  grubbed. 
It  was,  moreover,  difficult  of  access,  being  surrounded  with  brush  and  not 
approached  by  any  road,  so  that  he  had  to  cut  his  way  in  with  an  axe  and 
grub-hoe.  Before  taking  possession  of  the  property  William  had  made 
arrangements  for  the  construction  of  a  house,  but  when  he  and  his  wife 
arrived  there,  driving  in  with  an  ox  team  in  the  midst  of  a  big  storm,  they 
found  that  the  house  was  not  ready,  and  they  had  to  take  refuge  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  Shane,  where  they  remained  two  weeks.  They  then  took  up 
their  residence  in  their  own  dwelling,  though  it  was  not  yet  completed, 
and  they  had  hardly  been  installed  there  when  their  first  child  was  born, 
there  being  neither  doctor  nor  nurse  within  call  to  render  assistance.  Under 
such  inauspicious  conditions  did  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Rieck  begin  domestic 
life  on  their  Modena  township  farm,  but  the  future  had  better  things  in 
store  for  them.  Though  their  early  progress  was  slow,  owing  to  the  wild 
surroundings  and  their  lack  of  adequate  resources,  it  was  nevertheless 
steady  and  gradually  gained  momentum  as  the  township  became  more 
civilized.  To  that  development  in  civilization  they  contributed  their  share. 
After  clearing  a  considerable  part  of  his  original  eighty-acre  tract  Mr. 
Rieck  bought  eighty  acres  more,  and  later  another  tract  of  forty  acres, 
most  of  which  had  to  be  grubbed.  In  time  also  he  built  a  good  frame 
house,  the  one  now  used  as  a  residence  by  his  son,  Otto  G.,  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  homestead.  Though  he  never  cared  for  public  office,  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  his  fellow  townsmen  he  served  for  a  while  as  a 
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member  of  the  town  side  board,  and  also  on  the  school  board.  Religiously 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and  in  early  days 
services  were  often  held  in  his  log  house.  Mr.  Rieck  was  spared  to  the 
advanced  age  of  83  years,  his  death  occurring  January  23,  1912.  His  wife 
is  still  living  on  the  farm.  They  had  four  children :  Louisa,  Matilda,  Otto 
and  Addie,  all  now  living  but  Addie. 

Otto  G.  Rieck,  a  well-known  farmer  and  stockraiser  of  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo,  proprietor  of  the  old  Rieck  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section 
12,  has  resided  on  this  farm  since  his  birth,  February  1, 1866.  His  parents 
were  William  and  Mary  (Weber)  Rieck,  natives  of  Germany  and  pioneers 
of  Modena  township.  His  childhood  was  passed  amidst  primitive  scenes, 
one  feature  of  which  was  the  little  log  schoolhouse  to  and  from  which  he 
trudged  schoolbooks  in  hand  in  the  youthful  pursuit  of  knowledge ;  and  as 
he  grew  older  and  stronger  he  was  gradually  initiated  into  all  the  processes 
of  pioneer  farming,  in  which  he  became  expert,  as  he  did  later  in  the  more 
advanced  methods  of  modern  agriculture.  As  he  was  the  only  son  in  the 
family  his  father  depended  upon  him  largely  for  assistance  in  the  hard 
work  of  the  farm,  and  it  was  natural,  therefore,  that  in  time  he  should 
succeed  to  its  ownership.  Since  then  he  has  operated  it  on  his  own  account 
and  has  taken  rank  among  the  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Mo¬ 
dena  township.  An  important  part  of  his  business  is  the  raising  of  stock. 
His  cattle  are  of  the  Jersey  breed,  while  he  raises  Percheron  horses  and 
Chester-White  hogs,  having  changed  to  the  latter  breed  of  hogs  from  the 
Poland  China  variety,  to  which  he  formerly  gave  his  attention.  Mr.  Rieck 
has  kept  well  in  the  van  of  modern  progress,  his  career  since  he  began 
industrial  life  having  ever  been  onward  and  upward.  As  a  boy  he  drove 
the  oxen  on  his  parents’  farm  and  trudged  on  foot  to  the  nearest  market 
town,  but  now  makes  the  journey  in  a  fine  automobile.  The  fine  barn  on 
the  farm  was  erected  by  him  and  his  buildings  and  machinery  are  of  mod¬ 
em  type  and  kept  in  excellent  condition.  His  present  prosperity  is  the 
natural  result  of  his  enterprise  and  thrift,  but  in  his  upward  progress  he 
has  had  the  valuable  assistance  of  a  faithful  and  industrious  wife.  His 
marriage  to  Marie  Meyer,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Stamm) 
Meyer,  took  place  August  29, 1900,  and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  Cecelia,  Louise,  Arno,  Anita,  Alvera,  Elmer,  Leonard  and  Irma.  Of 
these  children,  however,  Louisa  is  now  deceased. 

Christ  C.  Serum,  a  retired  farmer  residing  at  Urne,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  agricultural  class  in  Mo¬ 
dena  township,  Buffalo  county.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  November  28, 
1858,  son  of  Christ  and  Ellen  (Hanson)  Serum.  In  1860  his  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country,  bringing  with  them  their  four  children:  Anna, 
Christiana,  Sarah  and  Christ.  The  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  was  made 
in  a  sailing  vessel  and  it  was  three  months  after  they  embarked  before 
they  reached  port.  Striking  out  for  the  Northwest,  they  settled  first  in 
Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  but  remained  there  only  a  short  time  before  they 
resumed  their  journey  northwestward  until  they  came  to  a  halt  in  Buffalo 
county  and  established  themselves  in  Norwegian  valley,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  three  years.  The  father  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
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but  seven  years  old,  and  it  was  chiefly  to  the  mother  that  the  children 
owed  their  start  in  life,  as  it  was  she  who  secured  a  homestead  of  120 
acres  in  Modena  township,  section  4,  to  which  there  was  a  trail  cut  through 
the  woods,  but  no  road.  There  she  settled  with  her  four  children,  two 
cows  and  an  ox  team,  and  as  Christ  was  only  a  young  boy  and  the  other 
children  girls,  the  labor  devolved  almost  entirely  upon  herself.  What  that 
labor  was  every  early  settler  knows,  but  she  persevered  and  established  a 
home,  where  she  finally  passed  away  at  the  age  of  77  years,  leaving  a 
record  that  marks  her  as  a  woman  deserving  of  high  honor.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church  and  was  buried  in  Church 
valley,  where  her  husband’s  remains  also  repose.  Christ  C.  Serum  re¬ 
mained  on  the  old  farm  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  improvement.  He 
buflt  a  new  log  house,  larger  and  more  convenient  than  the  original  build¬ 
ing,  also  a  good  barn  and  silo.  As  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he 
was  successful  and  also  became  a  shareholder  in  the  packing  plant  at 
South  St.  Paul.  A  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  he  served  on  its  official 
board.  He  continued  his  farming  operations  until  August,  1918,  when  he 
retired  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Urne,  where  he  is  now  living.  Mr. 
Serum  married  Carrie  Christianson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  January  29, 
1859,  daughter  of  Sever  and  Anna  Olson,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1869,  crossing  the  ocean  in  seven  weeks,  and  settling  in  Fillmore  county, 
Minnesota,  whence  six  years  later  they  moved  to  Modena  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  for  their  final  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Serum  have  had  the 
following  children:  Ella,  Anna,  Olaus,  Sever,  Albert,  John,  Elmer,  Carl, 
Mary,  Melvin,  Arthur,  Clara  and  an  infant  that  died  unnamed.  Clara  and 
Anna  are  also  now  deceased.  Elmer  is  now  a  member  of  a  machine  gun 
company  in  the  American  army  serving  in  France.  Sever  and  Olaus 
(twins)  have  been  drafted  for  service. 

Toney  H.  Quarberg,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Modena  township,  was 
born  on  his  parents’  homestead  in  this  township,  June  10,  1888,  son  of 
Martin  and  Martha  (Anderson)  Quarberg.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  and  was  brought  up  to  farm  life  and  labor.  About  1909  he 
began  operating  the  home  farm  on  his  own  account  and  is  still  located  here, 
having  a  tract  of  160  acres,  where  he  is  raising  good  stock,  besides  the 
usual  crops.  Through  hard  work  he  has  attained  to  a  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion  in  life  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Modena  township.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Quaf- 
berg  was  married  February  27,  1915,  to  Marie  Mickelson,  who  was  born 
in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Maggie  Mickelson.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Anga  and  Orvilla. 

Auren  Rockwell,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo 
county,  and  formerly  township  and  county  official,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  where  when  a  young  man  he  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  miller, 
which  trades  were  also  followed  by  his  father,  Herman  Rockwell.  About 
1860  the  family  removed  west  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  where  Herman  engaged 
in  farming.  About  1861  or  1862  he  secured  160  acres  of  land  in  section 
26,  Modena  township.  It  was  wild  government  land  covered  with  “grubs” 
and  timber.  He  and  his  wife,  however,  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in 
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Wabasha,  he  farming  and  at  times  doing  carpenter  work.  Auren  Rock¬ 
well  attempted  to  enlist  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  but  failed  to  pass  the 
examination.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  obtaining  land  in 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  from  his  father,  taking  up  his  residence 
there  in  October,  1865,  a  building  having  been  already  constructed.  Be¬ 
ginning  in  pioneer  style  with  an  ox  team,  he  made  steady  progress  and  in 
time  accumulated  760  acres  of  land,  all  of  which,  except  one  forty-acre 
tract  in  Alma,  was  situated  in  Modena  township.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
forceful  and  progressive  citizens  the  township  ever  had,  holding  office  a 
great  part  of  the  time  and  working  in  many  ways  for  the  general  good  of 
the  community.  Among  other  useful  work  he  had  much  to  do  with  caus¬ 
ing  the  railroad  to  be  constructed  through  the  county.  At  one  time  he 
served  as  county  treasurer,  and  he  also  for  a  while  held  a  partner’s  interest 
in  the  Alma  Journal.  A  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  he 
also  served  as  Sunday  school  superintendent,  while  fraternally  he  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  At  first  a  Republican  in  politics,  he 
became  a  Democrat  at  the  time  of  President  Cleveland’s  first  candidacy. 
Mr.  Rockwell  died  in  1899  at  the  age  of  67  years,  after  a  long  career  of 
useful  activity.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Benedict,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  in  which  state  they  were  married.  She  lived  to 
the  age  of  77  years,  passing  away  in  1908.  They  had  seven  children: 
Albert  Erwin,  Lucy,  Moses,  Ida,  Frank,  Fred  and  Emily ;  the  last  mentioned 
died  young. 

Frank  Erwin  Rockwell,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Modena  township,  was 
born  in  section  26,  this  township,  October  30,  1865,  son  of  Auren  and  Mary 
(Benedict)  Rockwell.  He  attended  school  here  and  also  for  one  winter  in 
Minnesota.  With  that  exception  he  has  always  resided  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  at  first  assisting  his  father,  and  later  renting  the  place  for  five  years 
with  his  brother  Fred.  He  then  bought  a  part  of  the  farm  lying  in  sec¬ 
tion  35  and  consisting  of  120  acres,  on  which  there  was  no  building,  which 
defect,  however,  he  soon  remedied.  Of  that  tract  he  later  sold  forty  acres, 
and  now  owns  seventy  acres  in  section  36,  and  113  acres  in  section  35.  He 
has  a  well  improved  place,  on  which  he  is  raising  full  blooded  Percheron 
horses  and  Jersey  cattle.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Modena  cream¬ 
ery,  a  member  of  the  Equity  Exchange  at  Mondovi,  Wis.,  and  also  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  married  February  2,  1895,  to  Mary 
B.  Lauterbach,  who  was  bom  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of 
August  and  Emelia  Lauterbach.  Mrs.  Rockwell  died  at  the  age  of  45 
years,  in  January,  1911,  leaving  two  children,  Freda  and  Auren,  both  of 
whom  are  residing  at  home. 

John  W.  Voss,  proprietor  of  the  old  Voss  homestead  farm  in  section 
35,  Gilmanton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  on  this  farm  February 
3,  1880,  son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Bockenhauer)  Voss.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  school,  which  he  attended  up  to  the  age  of  14  years,  and  has 
always  remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  his  father  up  to  the  time  of 
the  latter's  retirement  in  1906,  at  which  time  he  bought  the  place.  The 
farm  is  located  about  four  miles  from  Gilmanton,  twelve  from  Mondovi 
and  twenty  from  Alma,  the  two  latter  villages  being  Mr.  Voss’s  markets. 
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The  soil  is  a  good  clay  loam,  and  of  the  155  acres,  ninety  are  under  the 
plow.  Mr.  Voss  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  is  breeding 
full  blooded  Holstein  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine,  all  the  branches  of 
his  business  being  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  Until  1916  he  resided 
in  the  frame  house  built  by  his  father,  but  in  that  year  he  built  his  present 
residence,  a  frame  two-story  modern  dwelling,  28  by  28  by  16  feet  in  di¬ 
mensions.  He  has  also  erected  a  frame  barn  24  by  40  by  12  feet,  with  a 
full  stone  basement,  this  latter  building  having  been  constructed  in  1910. 
In  1918  he  erected  a  stave  silo,  12  by  24.  The  granary,  a  frame  building, 
14  by  22  by  12  feet,  and  the  poultry  house,  10  by  12  by  8  feet,  were  erected 
by  his  father.  Mr.  Voss  has  been  clerk  of  his  school  district  for  some 
years,  but  is  not  active  in  politics.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  His 
fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  Camp  No.  2464,  M.  W.  A.,  of  Gilman- 
ton.  On  November  17,  1906,  Mr.  Voss  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ma¬ 
tilda,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Herdeg)  Mattausch,  of  Alma  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county.  They  have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  (twins) 
died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  child  is  Frances,  who  was  born  April  11, 
1911. 

William  L.  Knospe,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  dairyman  of  section  27, 
Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Belvidere,  October  2,  1887, 
son  of  Charles  and  Rika  (Mueller)  Knospe.  The  father  was  born  in  Ro¬ 
senthal  bei  Soldin,  Germany,  November  25,  1854,  and  came  to  America  in 
1873,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin.  It  was  a  part  of  the  wilderness,  being  covered  with  trees,  and 
he  began  improvements  by  clearing  a  space  on  which  he  erected  a  small 
house,  in  which  he  lived  a  bachelor  life  until  1880.  He  married  Rika 
Mueller  of  Fountain  City,  who  was  born  September  3,  1864,  and  whose 
parents  removed  to  a  farm  in  Belvidere  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Knospe  resided  on  their  farm  until  ten  years  ago  when,  on  account  of 
Mrs.  Knospe’s  health,  they  retired  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Cochrane 
village,  where  they  are  now  living.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Louisa,  Charles,  Alvina,  William,  Edward  and  Clara,  all  now  living.  Will¬ 
iam  L.  Knospe  spent  his  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmers’  sons  in 
this  region,  attending  district  school  and  helping  his  father  in  the  home 
farm.  After  reaching  the  age  of  20  he  worked  out  as  farm  hand  for  a 
year  and  subsequently  operated  a  creamery  route  for  something  over  two 
years.  Then  for  two  seasons  he  rented  a  farm  in  section  24,  Belvidere 
township,  and  after  that  his  father’s  farm  in  sections  22  and  15,  which 
latter  he  operated  for  four  years.  In  1916  Mr.  Knospe  bought  his  present 
farm,  which  contains  193  acres,  of  which  about  eighty-six  acres  are  cleared, 
the  rest  being  in  wood  and  pasture  land.  Here  he  carries  on  mixed  farm¬ 
ing,  keeping  Holstein  cattle,  and  giving  special  attention  to  dairying  and 
the  raising  of  swine.  His  barn  measures  36  by  64,  with  a  lean-to  14  feet 
long,  the  barn  having  a  stone  foundation,  and  being  equipped  with  patent 
stanchions.  His  residence  is  a  good  frame  house  of  seven  rooms,  and  his 
outbuildings,  including  a  granary  and  chicken-house,  are  substantial  and 
conveniently  located.  Mr.  Knospe  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Cochrane 
creamery.  He  employs  help  throughout  the  year  and  is  conducting  busi- 
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ness  according  to  the  latest  approved  methods.  Mr.  Knospe  was  married, 
May  6,  1911,  to  Adelheid  Fetting,  who  was  born  in  Belvidere,  March  31, 
1891,  daughter  of  Otto  and  Lena  (Scheidegger)  Fetting.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Germany  and  her  mother  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  They  are 
now  residing  in  Cochrane,  this  county.  Their  children  were  Emil,  Arthur, 
George,  Alvina,  Linda,  Adelheid,  Raymond,  John,  Mollie  and  Annie.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Knospe  have  two  children:  Dohlas  Beulah,  born  August  10, 
1913;  and  Lyle  Wilson,  born  June  11,  1916.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Benedict  Aase,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dover  township,  Buffalo 
county,  who  is  still  living,  was.  born  in  Norway,  March  13,  1838,  son  of 
John  and  Susan  Aase.  The  children  in  the  family  were  Benedict,  Anfin, 
Martha  and  Gertrude.  Benedict  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land, 

where  in  time  he  was  married  to  Ingeberg  - .  In  1869  he  left 

Norway  with  his  young  wife  for  the  United  States,  and  after  being  six 
weeks  at  sea  a  son  was  born  to  them  on  the  ocean,  whom  they  named  Ole. 
On  arriving  in  this  country  the  family  located  first  in  Dodge  county,  Min¬ 
nesota,  where  they  remained  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  came 
to  Buffalo  county  and  located  in  Dover  township,  Mr.  Aase  securing  a  tract 
of  land  in  section  5.  Their  first  night  in  the  county  was  spent  in  a  barn. 
Benedict  dug  out  a  hole  in  a  bank  which  served  as  a  temporary  dwelling 
until  he  had  time  to  erect  a  log  house.  He  had  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  on 
time  payments  and  with  them  he  began  the  work  of  developing  his  land. 
His  subsequent  career  was  practically  identical  with  that  of  other  success¬ 
ful  pioneers.  In  time  he  bought  more  land  and  erected  good  buildings, 
raised  grain  and  stock  and  became  prosperous.  He  has  continued  his  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  farm  to  the  present  time  and  is  a  well  known  and  respected 
citizen  of  his  township,  also  being  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
church.  His  wife,  who  was  born  March  30,  1838,  died  in  1910.  Their 
children  were:  Ole,  now  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Dover  township,  Buffalo 
county;  Susan,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Peter  Peterson  of  Gilmanton  township; 
John,  a  farmer  in  Dover  township ;  Lewis,  who  is  on  his  home  farm ;  and 
Carl,  who  is  farming  in  Naples  township. 

Ole  Aase,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Dover 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  while  his  parents 
were  on  the  way  to  America,  March  16,  1869.  The  voyage  occupied  nine 
weeks  and  he  was  six  weeks  old  when  the  family  reached  Dodge  county, 
Minnesota.  A  year  later  they  settled  in  Dover  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  His  early  years  after  he 
had  passed  the  age  of  infancy  were  spent  in  attending  district  school  and 
working  on  the  home  farm.  As  he  grew  older  he  developed  an  ambitious 
disposition,  even  in  childhood  liking  to  acquire  property  of  his  own,  and 
when  he  became  a  young  man  his  thoughts  were  turned  to  the  acquisition 
of  landed  property.  At  the  age  of  22  years  he  became  the  owner  of  a 
farm  of  160  acres  in  Dover  township,  and  his  career  ever  since  has  been 
that  of  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmer.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
200  acres.  When  he  first  took  up  his  residence  on  the  place  there  were 
only  a  few  acres  broken  and  his  land  had  no  buildings  on  it,  but  it  is  now 
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a  well  improved  farm,  with  substantial  buildings  and  about  160  acres  under 
the  plow.  He  is  raising  Shorthorn  cattle  of  pure  breed,  having  a  registered 
sire.  That  Mr.  Aase  has  attained  a  prominent  place  among  his  fellow 
citizens  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  served  for  three  years  as  a  supervisor 
on  the  town  board,  and  has  also  been  a  director  of  his  school  district.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Aase 
is  a  man  of  cheerful  disposition,  with  a  keen  sense  of  humor  and  a  kindly 
good  nature  which  makes  him  many  friends.  He  has  been  successful  in 
life  through  his  own  exertions,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
no  one  grudges  him  the  prosperity  he  has  attained.  Mr.  Aase  was  married 
June  10,  1896,  to  Bell  Underdahl,  who  was  -born  in  Goodhue  county,  Minne¬ 
sota,  daughter  of  Hans  0.  and  Rhoda  Underdahl.  They  have  five  children : 
Rose,  Henry,  Ben,  Ida  and  Otis,  all  living  at  home. 

J.  Erwin  Ward,  a  pioneer  of  Buffalo  county,  and  in  his  day  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Canton  township,  whose  death  occurred  April  11, 
1910,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  June  12,  1830,  son  of  Elanson 
and  Jerusha  (Van  Ness)  Ward.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  New 
York  State,  the  father  born  November  15,  11 97,  and  the  mother  February 
11,  1806.  Elanson  Ward  was  a  farmer,  following  that  occupation  in  his 
native  state  until  1846,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Green  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  His  wife  died  subse¬ 
quently  in  Durand,  Pepin  county.  Their  children  were  Lucy,  Lanson, 
Angeline,  Maria,  J.  Erwin,  Nathan,  John  and  Rachel.  J.  Erwin  Ward  was 
a  boy  of  16  years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wisconsin.  He  had 
attended  school  in  New  York  State,  and  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  he 
received  a  good  training  in  agricultural  work.  In  1855  he  came  as  a  single 
man  to  Buffalo  county,  driving  with  a  wagon  and  ox  team.  On  reaching 
Canton  township  he  stopped  in  section  5,  where  he  secured  land  and  in  the 
following  year  built  the  first  frame  house  erected  between  Black  River  and 
Reed’s  Landing,  which  is  still  standing.  In  1857  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Esther  Plumer,  who  was  born  in  Sanborn,  N.  H.,  January  7,  1834,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Hulda  (George)  Plumer.  Her  parents  were  both  natives 
of  that  state,  the  father  born  September  11,  1808,  and  the  mother  May  27, 
1812.  They  settled  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  later  removing  to  Canton 
township,  Buffalo  county,  and  locating  on  a  farm  in  section  4  that  is  now 
the  property  of  John  Plumer  Ward,  son  of  J.  Erwin.  On  his  marriage, 
J.  Erwin  Ward  began  domestic  life  on  his  farm  of  180  acres  in  section  5, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  time  he  became  a  large  land  owner, 
he  and  his  son,  John  P.,  owning  in  partnership  about  1,000  acres.  He  was 
also  interested  in  a  co-operative  store  at  Durand.  Of  a  very  genial  and 
good-natured  disposition,  and  also  something  of  a  humorist,  he  was  very 
popular  among  his  neighbors,  being  always  ready  to  do  a  good  turn  for 
anyone.  He  might  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  affairs  had  he  so 
desired,  but  never  cared  for  town  office.  However,  he  served  some  time  as 
a  member  of  his  district  school  board.  He  and  his  wife  had  four  children, 
namely:  Emily,  who  is  now  Mrs.  A.  B.  Allison,  of  Brookings,  S.  D. ; 
Nathaniel  P.,  born  November  22,  1861,  who  died  February  16,  1917 ;  John 
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P.,  now  residing  in  Canton  township;  and  Angeline,  born  April  26,  1871, 
who  died  July  1,  1911. 

John  Plumer  Ward,  one  of  the  most  prominent  representatives  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  this 
township,  October  28,  1866,  son  of  J.  Erwin  and  Esther  (Plumer)  Ward. 
His  district  school  education  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Northern 
Indiana  Normal  School,  and  he  also  attended  the  agricultural  college  at 
Brookings,  S.  D.  After  arriving  at  manhood  he  became  his  father’s  part¬ 
ner  in  farming  and  the  purchase  and  sale  of  land,  being  thus  associated 
until  the  father’s  death  on  April  11,  1910,  since  which  time  he  has  con¬ 
ducted  operations  alone.  His  farm,  known  as  Wayside  Stock  Farm,  con¬ 
tains  820  acres  and  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Buffalo  county.  His  cattle  are 
of  the  Shorthorn  breed,  and  he  is  somewhat  extensively  engaged  in  raising 
Shetland  ponies.  Mr.  Ward  was  married,  October  17,  1895,  to  Lora  L. 
Hurlburt,  daughter  of  Mamre  and  Harriet  (Evans)  Hurlburt,  of  Maxville 
township.  Their  domestic  circle  has  been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  three 
children :  John  P.,  Jr.,  Mamre  H.,  and  Lorena  L.  Mr.  Ward  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  lodge  and  chapter  at  Durand,  Mrs.  Ward  being  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Star  lodge.  They  are  influential  members  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  they  reside  and  have  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  this 
part  of  the  county. 

John  W.  Whelan,  attorney,  banker,  legislator  and  public  official,  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  Buffalo  county,  and  his  char¬ 
acter  and  influence  are  inseparably  interwoven  into  the  warp  and  woof  of 
several  decades  of  Mondovi  history.  He  was  born  near  Monches,  Merton 
township,  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  November  1,  1845,  son  of  James 
and  Bridget  (Veale)  Whelan,  both  natives  of  County  Waterford,  Ireland. 
As  a  boy  he  attended  the  schools  in  his  neighborhood,  and  spent  his  early 
years  much  as  other  youths  of  his  circumstances  and  surroundings.  In 
1862,  while  working  in  a  sawmill  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  he  accidentally 
lost  a  foot,  and  this  proved  the  turning  point  of  his  life,  for  being  thus 
partially  incapacitated  for  strenuous  industrial  activity,  he  resolved  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  his  mental  powers  for  whatever  success  he  hoped  to  gain  in  life. 
With  this  ideal  in  view  he  prepared  himself  and  entered  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B. 
Thus  equipped  he  became  principal  of  schools  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  for 
two  years.  While  thus  engaged  he  became  interested  in  the  law,  and  to 
perfect  himself  in  legal  knowledge  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  James 
Barclay,  at  Shreveport,  La.  This  study  he  continued  after  coming  north 
in  1876,  in  the  law  offices  of  Davis  &  Ellis  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Late  in 
that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  It  was  then  that  he  identified  him¬ 
self  with  Mondovi  as  the  scene  of  his  future  activities.  After  opening  his 
office  here  he  at  once  made  himself  felt  as  an  enterprising  and  public-spir¬ 
ited  citizen,  and  while  he  was  of  a  conservative  nature,  there  was  no  move¬ 
ment  for  the  real  progress  and  betterment  of  the  community  which  did 
not  find  in  him  an  ardent  supporter.  The  years  following  his  arrival  were 
busy  ones,  and  he  constantly  added  to  his  interests  and  to  the  scope  of  his 
work.  In  1888,  in  company  with  Frank  H.  Dillon,  he  established  the  Bank 
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of  Mondovi,  now  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi.  This  was  the  first 
bank  in  the  county.  To  his  banking  interests,  his  law  practice,  his  model 
farm,  and  his  duties  as  a  public  official,  he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  bank  grew  in  influence  and  importance  and  in  time  he  added  to 
his  financial  interests  by  securing  holdings  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Fairchild.  His  home  and  farm  on  the  outskirts  of  Mondovi  became  an 
increasingly  interesting  hobby  in  which  he  took  his  deepest  interest  and 
pride,  exhibiting  in  his  management  of  the  farm,  his  belief  in  the  splendid 
future  of  agricultural  endeavor  in  this  region.  In  this  connection  he  organ¬ 
ized  the  Mondovi  Dairyman’s  Association,  and  his  unselfish  work  as  its 
treasurer  had  much  to  do  with  the  success  which  it  is  still  enjoying.  He 
was  also  an  officer  and  stockholder  of  the  Mondovi  Driving  Park  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  at  his  death  bequeathed  his  stock  in  said  association  to  the  city 
of  Mondovi,  that  the  driving  park  might  become  a  free  public  park  and 
the  permanent  site  of  the  annual  fair  of  the  Buffalo  County  Agricultural 
Association.  His  interest  in  education  caused  his  election  many  years 
ago  to  the  school  board  of  the  city  of  Mondovi,  where  he  served  until  his 
death.  He  was  active  in  bringing  the  schools  to  their  present  high  stand¬ 
ard,  and  the  Whelan  School,  named  in  his  honor,  will  be  a  perpetual  monu¬ 
ment  to  his  hard  work,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  was  chairman  of  the  town  board  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
as  such  did  most  efficient  service  on  the  county  board,  his  legal  training 
and  broad  education  being  important  elements  in  the  deliberations  of  that 
body.  From  1889  to  1891  he  sat  in  the  State  Assembly,  and  from  1897  to 
1901  in  the  State  Senate,  and  his  legislative  record  l'eveals  force  and  excel¬ 
lent  judgment  and  will  ever  remain  a  matter  of  pride  to  the  district  he 
represented.  After  a  long  and  busy  life  he  died  June  3,  1906,  and  his  loss 
was  sincerely  mourned  wherever  he  was  known.  A  tribute  to  his  memory 
published  at  that  time  said  in  part:  “John  W.  Whelan  was  a  man  of 
clean  heart  and  high  ideals.  He  was  well  grounded  in  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  seldom  erred  in  deciding  the  correct  course  to  pursue.  He  took 
the  short  cut  to  truth  and  was  immovable  in  his  determination,  once  it  was 
made.  At  an  early  date,  he  determined  the  business  policy  he  would  pursue, 
and  he  followed  it  tenaciously.  And  that  policy  won,  and  won  legitimately, 
the  great  measure  of  success  he  attained.  He  was  an  aggressive  fighter 
for  the  things  and  the  men  he  believed  in.  In  the  legislature  he  was  ever 
staunch  and  unyielding  for  the  measures  that  were  for  the  people’s  benefit. 
One  of  his  best  and  gamest  fights  was  the  one  he  led  for  the  reduction  of 
passenger  fares  from  four  to  three  cents  a  mile  on  the  “Soo”  line.  A  search 
of  the  records  finds  him  right  on  all  questions.  He  was  diligent  and  faith¬ 
ful  as  a  public  servant  and  well  earned  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was 
held.  As  a  neighbor  and  friend  he  measured  to  the  highest  standards. 
He  was  ever  cheery,  cordial  and  happy.  He  was  simple  in  his  tastes  and 
lived  the  simple  life.  He  loved  nature,  the  fields,  the  flowers,  the  woods, 
the  birds,  and  all  beautiful  things.  He  loved  children.  These  are  things 
that  portray  the  good  man.  He  did  many  little  kindnesses  to  many  people, 
the  sum  would  amount  to  more  relatively  than  many  men  donate  to  estab¬ 
lish  themselves  memorials  in  the  way  of  libraries  and  public  buildings. 
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His  counsel  was  a  safe  guide  and  many  sought  and  followed  it.  His  pleas¬ 
ures  were  of  the  gentle  kind,  and  he  enjoyed  them  greatly.  An  evening 
with  his  family  or  with  friends  filled  his  demands  for  diversion  and  recrea¬ 
tion.  Truly  a  good  man  has  gone  from  the  community.  The  influence  of 
his  life  that  was  clean  and  manly  will  be  an  inspiration  and  a  help  to  those 
who  were  his  contemporaries  and  to  all  who  follow  the  example  he  left. 
Mr.  Whelan  was  married,  April  21,  1878,  to  Anna  Allen,  born  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York,  June  24,  1854.  This  union  was  blessed  with  nine 
children:  Dutee  A.,  John  V.,  Judson  S.,  Paul,  Mary,  Allen,  Miller,  Julia 
and  Anna.  Dutee  A.  is  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi. 
John  V.  is  the  manager  of  the  Whelan  farm.  Judson  S.  assists  with  the 
home  farm.  Paul  is  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  head  surgeon  for  the  Consolidated  Copper  Mines 
Co.  at  Kimberly,  Nev.  Mary  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  A.  from 
Columbia  University,  in  the  Department  of  History,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in 
the  Eau  Claire  High  School.  Allen  graduated  from  Stout  Institute  at 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  taught  school  for  three  years,  entered  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  a  private  in  Company  A, 
341st  Infantry,  of  the  “Black  Hawk”  Division,  serving  in  France.  Miller 
also  graduated  from  Mondovi  High  School  and  the  manual  training  course 
of  Stout  Institute,  and  has  taught  for  the  past  three  years.  Julia  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  chemistry  and  Anna  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
It  is  thus  evident  that  each  member  of  the  family  following  in  the  father’s 
footsteps,  is  endeavoring  to  worthily  fill  a  high  sphere  in  life,  and  has 
made  or  is  making  adequate  preparations  to  that  end.  The  farm  near 
Mondovi,  established  by  Mr.  Whelan,  is  still  the  family  home,  Mrs.  Whelan 
presiding  over  the  household. 

Dutee  A.  Whelan,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi,  was 
born  in  what  was  then  the  village  of  Mondovi,  March  25, 1879.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  and  in  1896  was  graduated  from  the  Mondovi  High 
School.  Thus  prepared,  he  entered  the  Department  of  Letters  and  Science, 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  in  1900  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  B.  L.  Returning  home,  he  spent  a  year  of  vigorous  work  on  the 
home  farm,  and  then  became  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank. 
January  1,  1915,  he  succeeded  Ryland  Southworth  as  cashier.  He  later 
became  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fairchild,  Wis.  As  a 
public-spirited  citizen  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Mondovi  School 
District,  of  the  Buffalo  County  Agricultural  Association,  and  of  the  Mon¬ 
dovi  Red  Cross  Society.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Mondovi  Dairyman’s 
Association.  In  the  Great  War  he  has  taken  his  part  in  serving  on  vari¬ 
ous  committees,  and  is  chairman  of  Buffalo  county  in  the  War  Savings 
Stamps  Drive. 

Thomas  Dillon,  who  takes  high  rank  among  the  hardy  and  industrious 
pioneers  of  northern  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents  when  still  an  infant.  He  early  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  tilling  the  soil,  and  as  a  young  man  engaged  in-  the  nursery  business 
near  Binghampton,  Broome  county,  New  York.  His  nature,  however, 
craved  the  wider  opportunities  of  a  newer  country,  and  in  the  winter  of 
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1857-58  he  came  to  the  upper  Mississippi  region,  looking  for  a  suitable 
location.  He  was  directed  to  the  Beef  River  valley  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  after  looking  over  the  land  he  fixed  upon  a  location  in  what  is 
now  Mondovi  township,  where  he  obtained  a  tract  of  720  acres  in  sections 
13,  14,  24  and  36.  The  deed,  signed  by  President  James  Buchanan  and  J. 
Albright  of  the  Land  Department,  is  still  one  of  the  cherished  possessions 
of  the  family.  Making  a  contract  with  James  Cathcart  and  Delos  Bump, 
of  Mondovi  village,  to  clear  and  break  a  portion  of  the  land,  Mr.  Dillon 
returned  to  New  York  to  close  out  his  interests  there.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  he  brought  his  family  here  and  took  up  his  residence  permanently 
on  his  Buffalo  County  farm.  Here  he  erected  a  log  house  for  his  family, 
and  crude  sheds  for  his  stock,  and  started  his  life  as  a  pioneer  in  a  new 
country.  His  experiences  in  subduing  the  wilderness  would  form  the  mate¬ 
rial  for  an  interesting  volume.  A  thorough  believer  in  the  future  of  the 
Northwest,  and  an  advocate  of  constant  improvement  in  agricultural  con¬ 
ditions,  he  worked  early  and  late,  and  was  ever  the  leader  in  every  move 
that  had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community.  His  log  house 
was  soon  replaced  with  a  two-story  farm  residence,  the  first  frame  house 
on  the  south  side  of  Beef  River  in  this  vicinity.  The  other  improvements 
also  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  times,  and  when  he  retired  in 
1886,  he  had  a  well-tilled,  well-fenced,  well-equipped  and  well-stocked  farm 
as  good  as  any  in  the  county.  After  turning  the  farm  over  to  his  son, 
James,  in  1886,  he  continued  to  make  his  home  there  until  his  lamented 
death,  April  17,  1892.  His  life  was  a  useful  one,  well  and  worthily  led, 
and  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
Thomas  Dillon  had  nine  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  two 
eldest  wei'e  born  in  Broome  County,  New  York,  and  the  three  youngest 
in  Buffalo  County,  Wisconsin.  By  his  first  wife,  Lavina  Hulbert,  he  had 
one  son,  Curtis,  born  Sept.  4,  1852,  and  now  a  farmer  of  Barron  County, 
Wisconsin.  By  his  second  wife,  Amelia  Hulbert,  he  had  three  sons  and 
one  daughter,  Frank  H.,  James,  Lucy,  and  Thomas  A.  Frank  H.  was 
born  June  29,  1857,  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Mondovi,  later  becoming  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi, 
which  he  helped  to  found.  He  died  Jan.  1,  1892.  James  was  born  Feb.  6, 
1862,  lives  in  Mondovi,  and  is,  together  with  his  sons,  still  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture.  Lucy  was  born  Feb.  14,  1864,  and  is  the  wife  of  S.  N.  Stanley, 
a  farmer  of  Mondovi  Township.  Thomas  A.  was  born  Jan.  15,  1869,  and 
died  in  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  after  a  year’s  residence  there,  Jan. 
27,  1905. 

James  Dillon,  well  known  throughout  the  state  as  an  agriculturist  and 
breeder,  and  honored  in  Buffalo  County  for  his  work  along  educational  and 
patriotic  lines,  was  born  on  the  historic  Dillon  homestead,  in  section  13, 
Mondovi  Township,  Feb.  26,  1862.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  thus  acquired  that  love  of  farm  life  which  has  since  characterized  his 
career.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  general  store  of  his  brother, 
Frank  H.,  at  Mondovi,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  several  years,  in 
the  meantime,  however,  attending  school  at  Ripon  College,  Ripon,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  taking  charge  of  the  Dillon  &  Schilling  general  store  at  Fairfield,  Wis., 
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and  also  working  at  times  on  the  parental  farm.  In  1884  he  went  to  what 
was  then  Dakota  Territory,  and  pre-empted  160  acres  of  land,  about  a 
mile  from  what  is  now  Bradley,  in  Clark  County,  South  Dakota.  There 
he  had  all  the  experiences  of  a  pioneer,  living  under  the  crudest  conditions, 
and  carrying  his  own  supplies  on  his  back  from  Clark  or  Henry,  each  about 
twenty  miles  distant.  But  he  persevered  in  his  effort,  proved  up,  and 
obtained  full  possession.  In  1885  he  returned  home,  and  in  December  of 
the  following  year  assumed  full  charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  upon  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1892  he  purchased,  continuing  to  make  a  home  for 
his  mother  until  her  death  in  1906.  On  this  place  he  continued  the  im¬ 
provements  started  by  his  father,  adding  a  number  of  buildings,  augment¬ 
ing  the  equipment,  and  remodeling  and  practically  rebuilding  the  barn. 
The  house,  erected  by  his  father,  is  a  comfortable  homelike  structure ;  the 
barn  is  spacious,  with  full  stone  basement,  and  all  modern  appliances,  while 
the  other  buildings  are  fully  in  keeping.  Of  the  470  acres  in  the  estate, 
250  are  under  the  plow,  and  the  remainder  in  timber  and  pasture  land.  As 
a  general  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  dairyman  his  activities  have  been 
varied.  His  chief  specialty  has-  been  the  breeding  of  Shropshire  sheep. 
One  of  the  first  in  the  county  to  raise  pure-blooded  sheep  of  this  breed, 
he  has  gained  a  wealth  of  experience  through  25  years  of  continued  study 
and  experiment,  and  there  are  probably  few  men  in  the  state  who  exceed 
him  in  knowledge  in  this  line.  His  rams  are  in  wide  demand,  and  his 
exhibits  at  various  fairs  have  won  many  prizes.  His  registered  and  graded 
Jersey  cattle  are  justly  sources  of  pride,  and  in  recent  years  he  is  giving 
more  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Percheron  horses.  He  is  in  fact  a  leader 
in  every  branch  of  agriculture  for  which  this  region  is  suited.  Active  as 
he  is  in  these  lines,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  have  allied  himself  with 
various  farm  associations.  He  is  president  of  the  Buffalo  County  Agri¬ 
cultural  Society,  and  of  the  Buffalo  County  Jersey  Breeders’  Association. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Swine  Department  of  the 
Wisconsin  State  Fair.  In  appreciation  of  his  work,  the  College  of  Agri¬ 
culture  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  conferred  upon  him  in  1918  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  recognition  for  efficiency  in  agricultural  activity.  In  public  life 
he  has  likewise  taken  a  prominent  part.  For  six  years  he  was  chairman  of 
the  town  board,  one  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  county  board.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  town  clerk.  As  clerk  of  the  Mondovi  City  School 
District  for  twelve  years,  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  life  of  the  younger  generation,  and  in  acknowledgment  of  this  the 
Class  of  1917,  Mondovi  High  School,  dedicated  to  him  its  annual  issue  of 
the  “Mirror,”  characterizing  him  as  one  who,  “with  his  public  spirit  of 
usefulness,  has  helped  to  make  possible  the  educational  system  of  the 
Mondovi  School,  under  which  we  have  secured  a  larger  capacity  for  living.” 
During  the  Great  War,  Mr.  Dillon  has  done  more  than  his  share  of  patriotic 
work,  and  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  various  “drives”  necessary 
to  the  successful  outcome  of  that  conflict.  In  October,  1917,  Mr.  Dillon 
moved  to  the  village  of  Mondovi.  His  sons,  John,  Harry,  and  Fred,  are 
associated  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  James  Dillon  &  Sons,  and  to 
them  he  has  turned  over  the  active  management  of  the  home  farm.  Jimes 
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Dillon  was  married  Dec.  16,  1886,  to  Addie  Fuller,  daughter  of  Stephen  G. 
and  Sarah  (Ellis)  Fuller,  of  Mondovi,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children :  John,  Harry,  Fred,  and  Margaret.  John  was  born  Nov.  26, 
1887,  married  Emily  Holmes,  of  Kadoka,  South  Dakota,  and  is  on  the  home 
farm.  Harry  was  born  March  25,  1890,  graduated  from  the  Agricultural 
College  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1913,  and  took  up  work  on  the 
home  farm.  Having  entered  the  United  States  service  in  the  War  with 
Germany,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Second  Officers’  Training  Camp  at 
Ft.  Sheridan,  becoming  a  second  lieutenant,  and  has  been  reported  killed 
while  in  command  of  Company  C,  26th  Infantry,  Oct.  2,  1918,  in  the 
Argonne  sector.  Fred  was  born  Aug.  29,  1898,  and  graduated  from  the 
Mondovi  High  School  in  1917.  Now  in  the  Students’  Army  Training  Corps 
at  Madison,  Wis.  Margaret,  born  June  14,  1905,  is  still  at  her  studies. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Mondovi, 
of  which  Mr.  Dillon  has  been  a  deacon  a  number  of  years. 

Edwin  F.  Ganz,  of  Alma,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Waumandee,  June 
13,  1859.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johann  Kasper  Ganz,  who  came  from 
Switzerland  in  1857,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Garden  Valley 
and  did  their  share  in  assisting  in  the  development  of  that  region.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  after  completing' his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  Platteville  Normal,  taught  for  fourteen  years  in  the  schools  of 
Buffalo  County.  September  1,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Kunigunda  Wald, 
of  the  town  of  Alma.  To  them  five  children  were  born,  one  of  whom, 
Armin  Arnold,  died  in  1892,  aged  one  year.  Of  those  surviving,  the  two 
oldest,  Rosalie  Agnes  and  Olga  Louise,  have  entered  the  U.  S.  Army 
Nurses’  Reserve,  both  serving  their  country  in  that  capacity  at  Camp 
Grant,  Illinois.  Alma  May,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  teacher  of  Domestic 
Science  in  the  Buffalo  County  Training  School  for  Teachers.  Armin 
Edwin,  the  only  surviving  son,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  conducting 
the  stock  farm  known  as  “Buena  Vista,”  bordering  on  the  City  of  Alma. 
This  farm,  which  was  purchased  and  fitted  up  to  gratify  the  wishes  and 
inclinations  of  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  which  ran  entirely  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  is  the  home  of  a  fine  herd  of  pure-bred  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle,  which  are  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  their  owners.  Duroc 
Jersey  swine  are  also  kept  on  the  farm  and  some  choice  animals  of  that 
breed  have  just  been  added.  In  1890,  Mr.  Ganz  bought  the  Buffalo  County 
Journal,  published  at  Alma,  which  he  conducted  until  1913,  enlarging  and 
otherwise  improving  the  paper  in  many  ways.  In  1897,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Alma,  which  position  he  held  until  1913.  He  was,  for  a 
number  of  years,  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  and 
repeatedly  represented  the  county  at  State,  Congressional  and  Senatorial 
conventions.  For  over  twenty  years  past  he  has  held  the  position  of 
Court  Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Training  School  board  and 
has  also  served  on  the  school  board  and  in  the  city  council  of  Alma.  In 
1917,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Philipp  as  a  member  of  the  Selective 
Service  Board,  in  which  capacity  he  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He 
is  also  chairman  of  the  County  Council  of  Defense.  In  1918,  he  was 
nominated  and  elected,  without  opposition,  to  represent  the  district,  com- 
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prising  the  counties  of  Buffalo  and  Pepin,  in  the  state  legislature.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  advancement  of  education  and 
agriculture,  as  well  as  in  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare. 
In  connection  with  the  different  positions  of  trust  that  he  has  held,  it  has 
always  been  his  aim  to  so  shape  his  course  as  to  serve  the  best  interests 
of  the  greatest  number.  Mrs.  Kunigunda  Wald  Ganz  is  the  daughter  of 
Ulrich  and  Agnes  (Ruedi)  Wald,  the  pioneers,  natives  of  Canton 
Graubuenden,  Switzerland,  who  were  married  in  Sauk  City,  Wis.,  lived 
for  a  while  in  Grant  County,  and  came  to  Buffalo  County  with  a  party  of 
relatives  in  1855.  The  Wald  home  was  always  open,  all  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood  lived  as  one  family,  and  anxious  to  surround  themselves  with 
people  of  similar  inclinations,  they  encouraged  all  the  young  Swiss  they 
knew  to  settle  in  their  neighborhood.  Jacob  Wald,  in  particular,  an  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Ganz,  was  active  in  locating  newcomers  on  land.  In  fact,  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Wald  family  is  mainly  due  the  fact  that  the  town  of  Alma 
is  so  largely  populated  by  settlers  of  Swiss  descent.  Of  the  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ulrich  Wald,  the  oldest  died  in  infancy,  while  one  son, 
August,  died  in  1898,  aged  25,  and  one  daughter,  Marie,  died  in  1917,  aged 
46.  Those  surviving  are:  Conrad,  Ulrich,  John,  Jacob,  Peter,  and  Anton 
Wald  and  Mrs.  Henry  Lehman,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Ganz,  and  Nini  Wald,  all 
residing  in  the  city  and  town  of  Alma,  near  where  their  ancestors  located 
over  sixty  years  ago.  Of  Mr.  Wald’s  brothers  who  came  here  with  him, 
the  younger,  Peter,  still  lives  with  his  children  at  Carbondale.  Colorado, 
where  he  went  with  his  family  over  thirty  years  ago,  while  Jacob,  the 
oldest,  died  in  1914,  aged  87.  Mr.  Wald  died  in  1883,  aged  53,  while  his 
faithful  life’s  companion,  who  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  82,  died  in  1914. 

Johann  Kasper  Ganz,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Waumandee, 
was  born  March  9,  1812,  at  Embrach,  Canton  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  there.  His  father  died  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  but  four  years  old,  and  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
who  was  a  miller  and  drover.  Mr.  Ganz  well  remembered  the  famine  which 
prevailed  in  Europe  after  the  Napoleonic  wars  and  reached  its  height  in 
1817.  He  often  related  how,  on  playing  in  the  mill  after  school,  His  play¬ 
mates  used  to  help  themselves  to  handfuls  of  bran  from  an  open  bin,  and, 
considering  it  a  lark,  he  joined  them  in  doing  it,  but  when  his  uncle  in¬ 
formed  him  that  they  were  driven  by  hunger  to  do  this,  the  lunch  which 
always  awaited  him  at  the  house  and  was  generally  overlooked  by  him,  was 
thereafter  always  accepted  by  him  and  divided  among  his  hungry  play¬ 
mates.  On  growing  up  he  learned  the  trade  of  harness-maker,  saddler  and 
upholsterer,  and  after  serving  his  apprenticeship,  traveled  as  a  journeyman, 
covering  the  greater  part  of  Switzerland  and  a  large  part  of  Germany.  The 
chicaneries  that  he  was  subjected  to  by  petty  officers  of  the  last  named 
country  bred  in  him  a  bitter  hatred  for  its  governing  classes,  which  was 
accentuated  by  the  atrocities  practiced  by  the  Hohenzollern  dynasty  in 
1848  and  reached  its  climax  when,  in  1857,  he  was  called  to  the  border  in 
defense  of  his  country  against  a  threatened  Prussian  invasion.  He  served 
in  the  Swiss  army  as  a  sharpshooter  and  took  part  in  the  suppression  of 
an  attempted  secession  of  seven  cantons  in  1847.  -In  1857,  with  his 
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second  wife,  nee  Louisa  Kuederli,  and  four  children  of  a  former  marriage, 
he  emigrated  to  America,  arriving  at  La  Crosse  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 
After  a  short  stay  there,  he  came  to  Waumandee  and  bought  a  quarter 
section  of  land  in  the  heart  of  that  valley.  Here  he  went  to  work  erecting 
a  log  cabin  and  breaking  the  sod  for  future  crops.  He  shared  with  his 
neighbors  all  the  responsibilities  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  cooper¬ 
ated  with  them  in  the  material  and  social  advancement  of  the  community, 
joning  at  an  early  day  with  a  number  of  his  Swiss  neighbors,  among  them 
John  and  Conrad  Ochsner,  Conrad  Ulrich,  Henry  Waelty,  Henry  Manz, 
Ulrich  and  Henry  Knecht,  and  John  Farner,  together  with  a  few  of  other 
nationalities,  in  establishing  a  school  modelled  after  the  village  schools  of 
Switzerland.  The  schoolhouse  which  they  built  was  a  two-story  frame 
building,  the  second  story  being  divided  into  dwelling  rooms  for  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  teacher,  and  at  different  times  used  as  such,  a  move  which 
resulted  in  giving  the  pupils  of  that  district  educational  advantages  rather 
in  advance  of  those  enjoyed  by  other  rural  communities,  as  some  very 
good  teachers  were  induced  to  come  there  and  remain  for  years.  This  is 
mentioned  because  it  was  the  only  attempt  of  this  kind  in  the  county  and 
bore  good  fruits.  Of  the  children  from  his  first  marriage,  the  oldest  son, 
Arnold,  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  Co.  K,  48th  Regiment,  Wis.  Infantry, 
and  died  of  typhoid  fever  contracted  in  the  service  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas. 
The  oldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  Maria  Doenier,  died  at  Arcadia,  Wis.,  Nov. 
12, 1918,  aged  63,  while  those  surviving  are  Mrs.  John  Farner,  of  Cochrane, 
and  Alfred  Ganz,  of  Fountain  City.  Of  those  from  his  second  marriage, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  the  town  of  Waumandee,  the  oldest  daughter, 
Louisa  (Mrs.  John  Schmitz),  died  in  1895,  aged  38,  while  Lydia,  the  sec¬ 
ond  youngest  daughter,  died  in  1893,  aged  26.  The  oldest  son,  Edwm, 
resides  at  Alma,  Casper  resides  at  Arcadia,  and  the  youngest,  Adolf, 
also  resides  at  Alma,  while  the  surviving  daughters  are  Mrs.  Alwina 
Farner,  of  Gilman  ton,  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Mattausch,  of  Rosalia,  Wash.  Mr. 
Ganz  died  in  1875  and  is  buried  in  the  town  of  Waumandee,  where  he 
wrought  and  labored  as  a  pioneer,  and  there  rests  also  she  who  so  ably 
assisted*  him  and  stood  by  him,  her  demise  having  occurred  in  1913. 

Edward  Lees,  pioneer,  whose  life  and  work  are  interwoven  in  the 
foundations  of  Buffalo  County  history,  was  born  in  Scotland,  where  he 
was  reared  to  sturdy  manhood.  In  1848,  with  his  wife,  Catherine  Dobie, 
and  three  children,  Robert,  Alexander,  and  George,  he  set  out  to  try  his 
fortunes  amid  the  wider  opportunities  of  the  new  world.  After  a  voyage 
of  48  days  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  the  family  landed  in  this  country  and 
found  their  way  to  Ottawa,  Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin,  where  for  a  time 
Mr.  Lees  found  various  employment.  While  thus  engaged  he  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  law  in  a  law  office,  and  in  due  time  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  A  man  of  superior  attainments  and  sterling  worth, 
in  a  small  community  he  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  his  fellow  men, 
and  in  1853  he  was  sent  to  the  assembly  as  a  representative  from  that 
county,  an  unusual  record  for  a  man  who  had  been  in  this  country  but 
five  years.  While  serving  in  the  assembly,  he  heard  of  the  tracts  of  fertile 
lands  in  Buffalo  County,  and  at  once  made  his  plans  to  cast  his  lot  here. 
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Accordingly,  in  1855,  he  landed  at  Fountain  City  with  his  family,  and 
after  looking  about  for  a  while,  secured  some  good  land  three  miles  east 
of  that  place.  In  1856,  when  the  town  of  Belvidere  was  created,  he  was 
elected  its  first  chairman,  and  upon  taking  his  seat  as  a  member  of 
the  co.unty  board,  was  named  as  chairman  of  that  body.  In  a  community 
where  nearly  all  the  pioneers  were  people  of  alien  tongue  and  customs, 
his  legal  knowledge  was  of  much  importance  in  shaping  the  official  des¬ 
tinies  of  the  county.  When  Cross  was  set  off  from  Belvidere  the  following 
year,  he  was  made  its  chairman,  and  continued  in  office  for  many  years, 
likewise  continuing  his  position  as  chairman  of  the  county  board.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  he  had  formed  a  partnership  with  Ferdinand  Fetter,  and 
with  him  established  a  law  office  in  Fountain  City,  continuing,  however, 
to  devote  much  of  his  attention  to  developing  his  farm.  He  was  elected 
district  attorney  in  1859  and  served  until  1867,  and  during  his  term  of 
office  in  1860  endeavored  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  Buffalo  county  by 
proving  that  the  creation  of  Trempealeau  county  had  been  illegal.  Elected 
to  the  office  again  in  1871,  he  served  four  years  more.  In  1875  and  1876, 
he  served  in  the  assembly  of  which  he  had  been  a  pioneer  member  twenty- 
three  years  before.  After  a  long  and  useful  career,  he  died  on  his  farm 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  one  of  the  most  honored  and  respected 
citizens  in  Buffalo  county.  His  good  wife  lived  to  be  seventy-nine.  They 
left  six  children,  Robert,  Alexander,  George,  John,  Isabella,  and  Mary. 

Robert  Lees,  for  nearly  three  decades  county  judge  of  Buffalo  county, 
which  office  he  was  honorably  holding  at  the  time  of  his  lamented  death, 
was  born  at  Coatbridge,  hear  Glasgow,  Scotland,  July  3,  1842,  son  of 
Edward  and  Catherine  (Dobie)  Lees.  He  was  still  a  young  boy  when  he 
was  brought  to  Waukesha  county,  this  state,  in  1848  and  to  Buffalo  county 
in  1855.  Reared  in  a  pioneer  community,  he  received  such  education  as 
the  district  schools  afforded,  and  supplemented  this  first  by  association 
with  his  learned  father  and  later  by  wide  reading  and  observation.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  6th  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  with  that  company  saw  active  service  in  the  Iron 
Brigade.  Wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  the  heroic  charge  of 
that  brigade,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  mustered  out 
July  16, 1864.  Incapacitated  for  farm  work,  he  returned  home  and  devoted 
the  next  twelve  years  of  his  life  largely  to  educational  work,  teaching  in 
various  rural  schools  and  in  1864-5  and  again  in  1869-71  serving  efficiently 
as  county  superintendent.  In  1873  he  represented  his  district  in  the  state 
assembly,  and  in  1887  and  1889  in  the  state  senate.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  given  up  his  educational  work,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
opened  an  office  in  Alma.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  able  and  conscientious,  and 
though  an  excellent  court  pleader,  it  is  said  that  he  settled  more  litigation 
in  his  office  than  was  settled  in  the  district  court.  In  1881  he  was  elected 
county  judge  and  continued  in  office  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  also 
served  in  various  local  positions,  including  excellent  work  on  the  Alma 
school  board.  His  death,  Sept.  21,  1908,  was  widely  mourned.  Robert 
Lees  was  married  March  4,  1865,  to  Mary  Baertsch,  who  was  born  at 
Galena,  Illinois,  April  28,  1845,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Perry) 
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Baertsch,  earliest  pioneers  of  Buffalo  county.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
six  children:  Edward,  Mary,  Isabella,  Andrew,  Alice  and  Cora.  Edward 
is  now  on  the  supreme  bench  of  Minnesota  and  has  recently  moved  to  St. 
Paul.  Mary  is  a  retired  school  teacher.  Isabella  is  the  wife  of  Norman 
Fetter,  St.  Paul  attorney.  Andrew  is  a  leading  attorney  of  La  Crosse. 
Alice  is  dead.  Cora  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Gasell,  a  well-known  educator 
who  holds  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  from  Washington  University  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

Edward  Lees,  commissioner  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Minnesota,  was 
bom  at  Fountain  City,  Wisconsin,  Dec.  1,  1865,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Baertsch)  Lees.  He  was  educated  in  the  Alma  schools  and  in  1886  gradu¬ 
ated  in  law  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  With  this  preparation  he 
moved  to  Winona  and  started  practicing  in  the  law  office  of  W.  A.  Finkeln- 
burg.  In  1895  he  formed  a  partnership  with  M.  B.  Webber  in  the  law  firm 
of  Webber  &  Lees,  one  of  the  best  known  firms  in  Minnesota  and  western 
Wisconsin.  In  1916  he  was  tendered  the  appointment  as  judge  of  the  Third 
Minnesota  District  Court,  but  declined  the  honor.  Nov.  12,  1918,  he 
was  appointed  commissioner  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Minnesota,  and 
soon  after  moved  to  St.  Paul.  For  many  years  Mr.  Lees  was  a  leader  in 
Winona  in  all  civic,  philanthropic  and  patriotic  work.  He  was  associated 
with  the  Margaret  Simpson  Home,  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  the 
Winona  Park  and  Drive  Association,  and  other  similar  activities.  He  was 
director  of  two  campaigns  of  the  Red  Cross  for  funds  in  Winona  county, 
and  was  connected  in  a  legal  capacity  with  many  commercial  and  industrial 
enterprises  there.  For  twenty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Minnesota 
State  Board  of  Law  Examiners.  Mr.  Lees  was  married  Oct.  9,  1894,  to 
Katherine  E.  Ernst  of  St.  Louis,  daughter  of  Gustave  and  Johanna  (Ficke) 
Ernst,  and  has  two  daughters,  Flora  Elizabeth  and  Jean. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Harrison  Mueller. — When  the  future  history  of  this 
country — of  the  world — is  written,  the  great  catastrophe  from  which  we 
have  just  emerged  will  stand  out  in  bold  relief,  for  nothing  that  ever  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  way  of  a  struggle  between  belligerent  peoples  can  in  any  way 
be  compared  with  this  great  world’s  war,  and  one  need  not  be  a  prophet 
to  foresee  that  nothing  ever  brought  about  such  colossal  changes  as  will 
result  from  this  gigantic  upheaval.  Since  millions  of  our  best  young  men 
took  part  in  this  war  for  the  liberation  of  mankind,  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  since  among  them  there  were  hundreds  from  Buffalo  county,  ready  to 
bring  that  supreme  sacrifice  which  a  few  of  them  were  chosen  to  make,  it 
seems  not  unmeet  that  in  honor  of  Buffalo  county’s  sons  who  served  as 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  her  daughters  who  served  at  the  front  and  in 
cantonements,  as  well  as  aboard  ship,  a  fit  tribute  be  paid  to  the  memory 
of  him  who  was  first  to  give  up  his  life  in  the  defense  of  his  country  on 
the  field  of  battle,  namely,  to  die  of  wounds  received  in  action,  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Harrison  Mueller. 

Benjamin  Harrison  Mueller  was  born  at  Alma,  Wis.,  Feb.  8,  1890. 
He  was  the  son  of  former  County  Clerk  Rudolf  Mueller,  his  mother’s 
maiden  name  being  Louise  Schilling,  a  daughter  of  one  of  Buffalo  county’s 
pioneers.  When  but  four  years  of  age,  little  Bennie  had  the  misfortune 
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of  being  bereft  of  a  kind  and  loving  mother.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Alma  and  in  1907  graduated  from  the  Alma  High  School.  Those 
who  knew  him  as  a  boy  could  not  help  but  be  drawn  to  him  by  his  lovable 
and  sympathetic  disposition  as  well  as  by  his  manly  bearing.  These  noble 
traits  of  character,  developed  and  matured,  remained  with  the  man  and 
the  soldier,  and  as  we  loved  the  boy,  we  honored  and  respected  the  man 
and  the  soldier.  He  was  bright,  active  and  ambitious,  hence  succeeded 
well  in  his  school  work,  being  a  general  favorite  with  his  teachers  and 
schoolmates ;  in  fact,  his  classmates  had  adopted  him  as  their  soldier  boy 
after  he  got  “over  there.”  In  the  fall  of  1907  he  entered  the  State  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Madison,  and  it  was  here  that  he  showed  his  mettle,  for  besides 
working  his  way  through  school,  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  student, 
doing  most  creditable  work  in  the  department  of  mechanical  engineering 
and  mastering  that  difficult  course  in  the  required  time.  During  his  sum¬ 
mer  vacations  he  was  never  idle,  but  put  in  every  day  working  with  his 
father  as  stone  mason  or  on  the  farm.  Thus  he  acquired  habits  of  thrift, 
industry,  and  close  application  to  the  work  in  hand  which,  coupled  with 
mental  fitness  and  a  preposessing  personality,  opened  him  the  way  to  posi¬ 
tions  which  are  seldom  tendered  to  inexperienced  men,  and  in  all  of  them 
he  made  good.  He  was  first  employed  by  the  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway, 
Light  &  Power  Co.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  American  Sheet 
and  Tinplate  Co.  and  worked  for  them  first  at  Pittsburgh,  but  was  later 
on  transferred  to  different  branch  offices,  where  he  held  responsible  posi¬ 
tions,  the  last  of  these  being  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge 
of  one  of  their  plants.  Although  the  position  he  held  there  was  a  most 
lucrative  one  and  his  chances  for  advancement  were  very  good,  when  his 
country  called  on  her  young  men  to  come  forward  and  defend  the  nation’s 
rights  and  honor,  and  to  secure  to  all  peoples  of  the  world  those  inherent 
rights  to  which  they  are  entitled,  he  sacrificed  position  and  future  pros¬ 
pects  to  what  he  considered  his  mbst  sacred  duty  and  offered  his  services 
to  his  country  shortly  after  a  state  of  war  had  been  declared  to  exist.  He 
entered  the  First  Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Indiana,  May  4,  1917,  and  received  his  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
Aug.  15  of  the  same  year,  being  later  promoted  to  the  position  of  first 
lieutenant.  He  was  sent  across  as  a  lieutenant  in  Co.  C,  167th  Infantry, 
and  arrived  in  France  Oct.  7,  1917.  Of  what  he  did  here  little  is  known, 
but  his  friends  are  convinced  that  however  difficult  it  was,  he  did  his  duty. 
Naturally  modest,  he  spoke  little  of  himself,  and  his  letters,  censored  by 
himself,  contained  nothing  personal  or  pertaining  to  the  service,  for  one 
of  his  prominent  traits  of  character  was  his  sense  of  duty,  and  in  no  wise 
would  he  furnish  information  that  might  give  aid  to  the  enemy.  We  know 
that  he  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  a  few  days  thereafter.  We  farther 
know  that  he  died  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  sacrifice  he  was  making 
was  for  the  greatest  cause,  which  was  as  great  as  the  sacrifice  itself.  Com¬ 
ing  generations  owe  to  the  heroes  who  have  given  their  all  that  the  world 
might  become  a  better  place  to  live  in,  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  can 
never  repay;  but  let  them  try  to  pay  it  in  part,  at  least,  by  being  loyal 
and  patriotic  citizens  and  by  being  faithful  to  the  trust  that  is  thus  placed 
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into  their  hands.  In  no  other  way  can  we  better  become  worthy  of  the 
great  sacrifices  made  by  him  and  others  like  him  than  by  thus  doing  our 
duty  toward  our  country  and  our  fellowmen.  If  we  live  up  to  this,  their 
great  sacrifice  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  Lieut.  Mueller  leaves  to  mourn 
his  death,  besides  his  father  and  stepmother,  his  sister,  Mrs.  Edwin  U. 
Wald  of  the  town  of  Alma ;  his  brother  Roy  at  home,  and  his  brother  Irvine 
with  the  U.  S.  Army  in  France ;  also  his  half-brothers  and  sister,  Jacob  O., 
who  enlisted  in  thq  navy  and  is  on  overseas  duty  in  France,  and  Oliver  P., 
Harvey  C.,  Andrew  A.,  Herbert  F.  and  Olga  E.,  all  at  home. 

Harry  H.  Scott,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Buffalo  County  News, 
of  Mondovi,  was  born  at  Whitehall,  Trempealeau  county,  Wis.,  June  19, 
1870.  His  parents  were  Christopher  E.  and  Mary  (Miller)  Scott,  the 
father  being  of  New  York  antecedents.  Harry  H.  Scott  was  educated  in 
the  district  school  and  the  Whitehall  graded  school,  being  graduated  with 
the  first  class  in  1887.  In  the  same  year  he  began  to  learn  the  printer's 
trade  in  the  office  of  the  Whitehall  Times,  where  he  remained  until  1891. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  elected  clerk  of  court,  in  which  office  he  served 
from  1892  to  1898.  After  that  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Whitehall  until  1901.  While  residing  in  Whitehall  he  served  two  years  as 
a  member  of  the  village  board,  and  was  secretary  of  the  Trempealeau 
County  Agricultural  and  Driving  Park  Association  from  1892  to  1899.  In 
the  spring  of  1901  Mr.  Scott  became  manager  of  the  Greenwood  Gleaner,  of 
Greenwood,  Wis.,  but  severed  his  connection  with  that  paper  in  July  of 
the  same  year,  when  he  came  to  Mondovi  and  bought  the  Buffalo  County 
News  from  Lees  &  Petzold.  This  paper  had  been  founded  in  1898  by 
Browne  Brothers,  who  bought  the  outfit  of  the  Eau  Claire  Workmen’s 
Gazette  and  moved  it  to  Mondovi  by  wagon.  Its  career  had  been  a  check¬ 
ered  one,  and  when  Mr.  Scott  purchased  it,  it  had  a  circulation  of  only  600, 
which  he  has  since  raised  to  1,000.  In  1914  he  erected  the  building  in 
which  the  paper  is  now  published  and  where  job  work  is  also  executed.  For 
a  country  printing-office  the  equipment  is  large  and  complete,  including 
besides  the  necessary  cylinder  press,  a  linotype  machine,  three  job  presses, 
a  paper  cutter,  perforater,  and  a  varied  assortment  of  type.  In  politics 
Mr.  Scott  is  a  Republican  with  independent  proclivities.  His  fraternal 
society  affiliations  are  with  Beaver  Colony  No.  304,  of  Mondovi,  which 
he  joined  in  1915,  and  Capt.  W.  H.  Church  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  of 
which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  On  Dec.  25,  1895,  Mr.  Scott  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Whitehall,  Wis.,  with  Amanda,  daughter  of  Oliver 
A.  and  Jane  (Anderson)  Hegg.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them  as 
follows:  Harry  H.,  born  in  Whitehall,  Nov.  27,  1897,  now  a  student  in 
his  senior  year  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  editor  of  the  1919  “Badger,” 
and  a  member  of  the  university  band  and  orchestra;  James  M.,  born  at 
Whitehall,  Wis.,  Dec.  2,  1899,  who  is  a  student  in  his  senior  year  at  Mon¬ 
dovi  high  school,  in  his  spare  time  working  in  his  father’s  printing-office; 
Arnold,  born  in  Mondovi,  Feb.  18,  1905 ;  Frederick,  born  in  Mondovi,  April 
2,  1909;  and  Madeline,  bom  in  Mondovi,  now  deceased. 

Peter  A.  Turton,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Turton  &  Von  Wald,  dealers 
in  farm  machinery  at  Alma,  of  which  place  he  is  also  city  clerk,  was  bora 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES  599 

in  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  in  the  log  house  of  his  parents, 
John  and  Demiah  (Hotchkinson)  Turton.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
England,  who,  coming  to  Buffalo  county  many  years  ago,  located  on  80 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Waumandee  township,  which  they  farmed  and  in  time 
became  prosperous.  In  1894  they  sold  their  farm  and  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Alma,  wheye  John  Turton  is  now  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
80  years.  Peter  A.  Turton,  who  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school.  Then  going  to  Mon¬ 
tana,  he  there  learned  the  printer’s  trade,  which  he  subsequently  followed 
for  one  year  at  Arcadia,  Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin.  Then  coming  to 
Alma,  he  bought  and  operated  a  livery  stable  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
that  time  selling  out  and  going  into  his  present  business,  handling  the 
Bull  line  of  farm  machinery.  After  conducting  the  business  alone  until 
1901,  he  then  took  as  partner  A.  C.  Von  Wald,  since  which  time  the  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  carried  on  under  the  style  of  Turton  &  Von  Wald.  The  firm 
has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  are  among  the  leaders  in  their  line  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  part  of  the  county.  A  democrat  in  politics,  Mr.  Turton  has 
served  as  city  clerk  for  the  last  twelve  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Turton  married  Agie 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  daughter 
of  William  Thompson,  her  father  being  a  pioneer  settler  in  this  section. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turton:  Russel,  Roy  and 
Glen. 

John  Albert  Broger,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Modena  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Oct.  8, 1872,  son  of  Arne  and  Carrie 
(Olson)  Broger.  His  parents  were  married  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin, 
the  father  having  come  to  America  from  Norway.  Soon  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  they  located  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  taking  land  first 
in  section  28  and  later  in  section  27.  Arne  Broger  died  a  few  years  later  at 
the  age  of  27  years,  leaving  three  children,  Julia,  Oscar  and  John  Albert. 
His  widow  later  became  the  wife  of  John  Michaelson,  by  whom  she  had  five 
children.  Both  she  and  her  second  husband  are  now  deceased.  John 
Albert  Broger  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  and  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  parochial  school,  which  he  attended  from  the  age  of  12  to  that  of  14 
years.  Before  he  was  15  he  left  home  and  began  working  out,  but  later, 
from  the  age  of  17  to  that  of  18,  attended  school  in  Modena.  Subsequently 
he  spent  considerable  time  in  traveling  through  various  states  and  in 
Canada,  from  1890  to  1892  bein£  in  Iowa.  Two  or  three  years  were  spent 
by  him  in  grubbing  in  Modena  township,  and  he  also  farmed  for  seven 
years  in  section  12,  this  township.  April  1,  1905,  he  started  with  a  party 
of  settlers  bound  for  Canada,  and  took  a  homestead  that  fall  in  Staneoli, 
Alberta.  He  proved  up  his  claim  and  resided  there  seven  years,  then  in 
June,  1912,  went  to  Montana,  where  he  spent  that  summer.  In  October, 
1912,  Mr.  Broger  went  to  Minneapolis.  In  March,  1913,  he  was  attacked 
by  rheumatism  and  for  a  year  was  unable  to  work.  In  the  fall  of  1913  he 
returned  to  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Edward  W.  Schultz,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Schultz  Bros.’  farm 
in  section  9,  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  is  a  prominent  representa- 
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tive  of  the  agricultural  and  stock  raising  interests  of  this  township.  He 
was  born  April  11,  1883,  son  of  Carl  and  Sadie  (Voss)  Schultz,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany  and  who  settled  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county. 
Their  children,  six  in  number,  were :  Herman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months ;  Emma,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  months;  Edward  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  George,  born 
June  12,  1886,  who  is  Edward’s  partner  in  the  ownership  and  operation  of 
the  farm;  and  Amanda,  born  June  18,  1892,  who  is  residing  on  the  home¬ 
stead.  Edward  W.  Schultz  acquired  a  district  school  education  and  learned 
agriculture  in  its  different  branches  on  his  parents’  farm.  He  was  23  years 
old  when  in  company  with  his  brother  George  he  bought  the  farm,  which 
they  have  since  operated  together.  It  contains  320  acres  of  which  140 
acres  are  cleared.  The  brothers  do  general  farming,  but  give  their  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  dairying  and  the  raising  of  swine.  Their  barn,  36  by  80 
feet  in  size,  rests  on  a  stone  foundation,  and  is  provided  with  a  basement, 
a  stone  silo  being  near  at  hand.  On  the  farm  are  two  houses,  one  of  which 
is  occupied  by  Edward  W.  and  his  family,  and  the  other  by  his  parents  and 
brother  George.  Edward  W.  Schultz  was  married  Oct.  20,  1906,  to  Elfa 

Fetting,  who  was  born  in - ,  Oct.  26,  1889,  daughter  of 

Adolph  and  Lizzie  (Damm)  Fetting.  Her  father  was  born  in  Germany 
and  her  mother  in  America.  They  are  now  living  in  Buffalo  City,  the 
father  having  retired  from  farming  in  1915.  They  have  seven  children: 
Lillie,  Edwin,  Frank,  Lloyd,  Elfa,  Hattie  and  Orvil.  All  are  married  except 
Orvil.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Schultz  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Roy  George,  born  Aug.  28,  1907;  Sylvia  Lillie,  born  Jan.  21,  1909;  and 
Gilbert  Edwin,  born  Jan.  26,  1913.  The  two  eldest  are  attending  school. 

George  Lincoln  Price,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Maxwell  township, 
Buffalo  county,  where  he  is  operating  100  acres  of  land,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Fulton  county,  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  28,  1860,  son  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Brown)  Price.  The  father,  though  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  was  de¬ 
scended  from  old  New  England  families.  His  wife,  Margaret,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  of  German  parentage.  James  Price  died  in  1860,  several 
months  before  the  birth  of  his  son,  George  Lincoln.  The  latter  remained 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  12  years  old  and  after  that  had  to  depend 
on  his  own  resources.  He  got  some  schooling  in  Pennsylvania  and  at  the 
age  of  17  came  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  North  Branch,  Buffalo  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  four  years.  The  next  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Mississippi  Logging 
Company,  after  which  he  went  to  work  for  the  Jewell  Nursery,  getting 
out  pine  and  cottonwood  and  other  trees  in  the  north  woods.  In  this 
manner  he  was  occupied  for  nine  years,  after  which  he  farmed  for  awhile 
in  Canton  township.  Then,  about  1884,  he  located  in  Maxville  township 
on  ten  acres  of  land  on  which  there  was  no  building.  To  this  tract  he 
added  until  he  had  100  acres,  also  putting  up  good  buildings  and  making 
other  improvements.  He  is  now  doing  a  profitable  farming  business,  keep¬ 
ing  a  good  grade  of  stock.  A  part  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  public 
interests,  as  he  served  one  term  as  assessor  and  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  twelve  years — nine  years  as  treasurer  and  three  years  as  clerk. 
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Mr.  Price  was  married  in  1883  to  Lillian  Hewitt,  daughter  of  William  and 
Eliza  (Gardner)  Hewitt,  her  father  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Max- 
ville  township.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price,  all 
of  whom  are  living,  six  being  married.  They  are  as  follows:  Pearl,  now 
Mrs.  Herman  Burlinger,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Nellie,  wife  of  Charles  Manore, 
of  Durand,  Wis. ;  Eliza,  wife  of  Earl  Shoemaker,  of  Glen  Forest,  Wis. ; 
Sadie,  now  Mrs.  Earl  Beatty,  of  Durand;  Gussie,  wife  of  Frank  Brieder- 
mann,  of  Durand;  Paul,  who  married  Hazel  Hurlburt,  of  Maxville  town¬ 
ship;  and  Hazel,  Patrick,  James  and  Fern,  who  are  residing  at  home.  Mr. 
Price  has  also  twelve  grandchildren.  William  Hewitt  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  near  Erie  in  1815.  After  his  marriage  in 
Pennsylvania  he  came  to  Marquette  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained 
for  several  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Lake  City,  Minn.,  coming  from 
there  to  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  about  1858  and  settling 
on  a  farm  of  160  acres  of  government  land  on  Maxville  Prairie,  being 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  region.  Here  he  lived,  a  prominent  and 
respected  citizen,  until  his  death  in  1889.  His  wife  Eliza  survived  him 
ten  years,  dying  in  1899. 

Oscar  Broger,  a  farmer  in  sections  27  and  29,  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  section  27,  this  township,  Feb.  1,  1875,  son 
of  Arne  and  Carrie  (Olson)  Broger.  The  name  Broger  is  derived  from  a 
farm  in  Norway  which  was  the  home  of  the  family  for  many  years.  Arne 
Broger  came  to  the  United  States  by  sailing  vessel,  locating  first  in  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin.  He  was  married  near  Madison  to  Carrie  Olson,  also 
a  native  of  Norway,  to  whom  he  had  sent  money  earned  by  shoemaking 
to  pay  her  passage  to  this  country.  Together  they  came  as  a  young  couple 
to  Buffalo  county,  locating  in  section  28,  Modena  township,  but  later  taking 
160  acres  in  section  27,  all  being  wild  land.  The  journey  was  made  in  a  cov¬ 
ered  wagon  drawn  by  oxen,  and  the  party  included,  besides  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arne  Broger,  their  child,  Julia,  and  the  grandfather,  Gergen  Olsen  Broger,  . 
with  his  second  wife  Ambjor.  On  his  place  Arne  Broger  built  a  small 
frame  house  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm.  As  at  first  he  could 
not  get  a  living  from  the  land,  he  found  it  necessary  to  earn  money  in  some 
other  way,  and  accordingly  worked  as  a  carpenter  in  Alma  and  did  shoe¬ 
making,  at  which  trade  he  was  an  expert.  He  was  not,  however,  destined 
to  carry  his  labors  to  a  complete  issue,  as,  after  he  had  broken  about  ten 
acres  of  his  land,  he  died  at  the  early  age  of  27  years,  leaving  his  wife 
and  three  children,  Julia,  Oscar  and  John  Albert.  His  wife  subsequently 
married  John  Michaelson,  by  whom  she  had  five  children,  Emma,  Alfred, 
Unetta,  Laura  and  Gertie.  She  died  at  the  age  of  67  and  her  second  hus¬ 
band  at  about  the  same  age.  Oscar  Broger  grew  up  on  the  parental  home¬ 
stead,  living  with  his  mother  and  stepfather  after  his  own  father’s  death, 
and  attending  district  school.  At  the  age  of  21  he  started  in  for  himself, 
buying  the  home  place,  which  he  farmed  until  he  sold  it  five  years  ago. 
He  then  bought  his  present  farm  of  126  acres  in  sections  27  and  29,  Modena 
township,  there  being  an  old  house  and  machine-shed  on  the  place.  In 
1914  he  built  a  barn,  32  by  60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  has  made  other 
improvements  on  the  property,  including  the  construction  of  a  good  chicken 
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coop  for  his  flock  of  Plymouth  Rock  chickens.  He  raises  Durham  cattle, 
Percheron  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs  with  good  financial  results.  Aside 
from  his  immediate  farming  interests,  Mr.  Broger  is  a  shareholder  in 
the  Equity  elevator  of  Mondovi.  He  is  a  member  and  active  supporter  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  which  he  helped  to  build.  Mr.  Broger  married 
Ingor  Johnson,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Gertrude  Johnson,  and  a  native 
of  Modena  township.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Norway,  but  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  Both  are  now  deceased:  the  father, 
born  Dec.  4,  1840,  died  Aug.  16,  1901 ;  and  the  mother,  born  Aug.  30,  1830, 
died  in  1905.  They  had  located  on  wild  land  in  section  3,  Modena  town¬ 
ship,  where  Mr.  Johnson  had  built  a  log  house  and  engaged  in  farming  with 
an  ox  team.  Later  they  removed  to  Crookston,  Minn.,  but  finally  returned 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Buffalo  county.  They  were  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broger  have  had  five  children : 
Ollie  Christian,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  seven  months ;  Arne 
Kenneth,  Josephine  Susanna,  Alice  Christian  and  George  A. 

Ole  Anderson,  a  well-known  and  respected  resident  of  the  village  of 
Modena,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  is  living  retired  after  a  life  of  agricul¬ 
tural  activity,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  6,  1848,  son  of  Edmund  and 
Cecelia  Anderson.  In  1851  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  the 
children  being  Ole,  Bertha  and  Andrena.  Settling  in  Dane  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  they  remained  there  for  a  number  of  years  and  another  child, 
Olena,  was  born.  The  father,  Edmund,  finally  removed  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  Ole  Anderson,  who  was  a  child  of  four 
years  when  the  family  came  to  America,  grew  up  in  Dane  county  and 
became  a  farmer.  At  the  age  of  22  years  he  married  Gertrude  Uglan, 
who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Norway  called  the  Uglan  farm,  Aug.  17,  1847, 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Anna  Littisko.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  in  1869,  they  residing  three  years  in  Dane  county  and 
then  coming  to  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county.  At  that  time  came 
also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Anderson  as  members  of  a  party,  making  the  jour¬ 
ney  with  a  wagon  and  team.  The  land  they  settled  on  was  a  tract  of  80 
acres  in  section  10,  Modena  township,  about  five  acres  of  which  were 
cleared,  though  there  was  no  building  on  the  place.  This  defect  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  remedied  by  erecting  a  log  house,  and  he  subsequently  bought  40 
acres  more  land.  He  and  his  wife  had  brought  a  cow  from  Dane  county 
and  they  also  had  a  horse  team  for  the  draught  work  on  the  farm.  Until 
1915  they  resided  there,  engaged  in  improving  the  place,  cultivating  the 
land,  raising  good  stock  and  amassing  a  competence  for  their  declining 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Modena  village,  their  present  place  of  residence, 
where  they  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  many  years’  hard  labor.  They 
are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Andrew  and  Louis  (twins), 
who  died  in  infancy ;  Edmund,  Cecelia,  Anna,  Louis,  second  (now  deceased) , 
Carrie,  Ole,  Jr.,  and  Emma. 

Edward  Anderson,  who  is  successfully  operating  a  farm  of  85  acres 
in  section  15,  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  is  also  the  owner  of 
another  tract  of  farm  land  in  sections  9  and  10  consisting  of  60  acres,  was 
bom  on  a  farm  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  Feb.  17,  1872,  son  of  Ole  and 
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Gertrude  (Ugulen)  Anderson.  He  spent  his  youth  up  to  the  age  of  15 
years  in  this  township  and  then  began  working  for  farmers  in  various 
parts  of  the  county,  after  which  he  started  in  for  himself  by  renting  a  farm 
in  Modena  township,  which  he  operated  for  a  year.  After  that  he  rented 
the  Loomis  farm  in  Gilmanton  township  for  three  years,  and  then  bought 
his  present  place  in  section  15,  Modena  township,  which  then  contained  80 
acres,  the  other  five  acres  having  been  later  added  by  purchase.  The 
original  buildings  were  an  old  log  house  and  barn,  but  the  farm  is  now 
better  provided  with  good  buildings,  as  Mr.  Anderson  erected  a  substantial 
barn  in  1910  and  a  new  house  in  1915.  As  a  stock  raiser  he  gives  his  pref¬ 
erence  to  Duroc-Jersey  hogs,  Jersey  cattle  and  a  good  grade  of  horses, 
all  of  which  he  raises  successfully.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena 
creamery.  At  the  present  time  (1917)  Mr.  Anderson  is  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  town  side  board,  and  also  on  the  school  board  of  his  district. 
He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  was  formerly  coun¬ 
cillor  of  his  lodge.  He  married  Ruth  Moats,  daughter  of  Ira  B.  and 
Clarissa  Moats,  of  Modena  village,  her  parents  having  been  pioneer  settlers 
in  this  township.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  Wilma, 
Alice,  Coy,  Collin,  Phoebe  and  Lyman. 

Ole  Anderson,  Jr.,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  son  of  Ole  and  Gertrude  (Uglan)  Anderson,  was  born  in 
a  log  house  on  his  parents’  farm  in  this  township,  May  30,  1883.  Attend¬ 
ing  the  district  school  in  his  boyhood,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  which 
he  helped  to  cultivate  and  which  subsequently  became  his  property.  To 
the  120  acres  it  contained  he  has  since  added  30  more,  and  is  now  making 
good  progress  as  a  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Anderson  married  Sarah  Hagen, 
daughter  of  Christ  Hagen. 

Bert  W.  Ayres,  proprietor  of  Meadow  Brook  Farm,  a  well-developed 
and  profitable  farm  in  sections  26  and  27,  Gilmanton  township,  Buffalo 
county,  is  a  native  of  this  section  of  Wisconsin,  having  been  born  in  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  June  20, 1880,  son  of  Warren  and  Frances  (Locke) 
Ayres.  The  father,  Warren,  was  born  in  Illinois,  son  of  James  L.  and  Sarah 
Ayres,  with  whom  he  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  when  18  years  old. 
He  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  at  the  age  of  22  began 
farming  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  remaining  in  that  county  until 
1902,  except  for  two  years  that  he  spent  in  Gilmanton  township,  Buffalo 
county.  In  1902  he  removed  to  Eau  Claire  county,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  his  death  in  September,  1917.  On  his  removal  to  Eau  Claire 
county  he  changed  his  politics  from  Democratic  to  Republican.  He  was 
a  founder  of  the  United  Brethren  church  in  Lima  township,  of  which  he 
was  an  earnest  member,  serving  it  also  as  deacon.  His  wife  died  Nov.  19, 
1914,  and  was  buried  in  Peru  township,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin.  Their 
children  were  James,  William,  Marion,  Ida,  Clara,  Bert  W.,  Herbert,  Cyrus 
and  Harry,  of  whom  Marion  and  Ida  are  now  deceased.  The  surviving  sons 
are  all  farmers.  Bert  W.  Ayres  was  educated  in  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  attending  district  school  during  the  winters  only  from  the  age 
of  11  to  that  of  16.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  father  until  1902,  in 
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which  year  he  began  farming  operations  for  himself,  buying  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Dramman  township,  Eau  Claire  county,  on  which  he  built  a 
log  shanty  and  barn.  There  he  remained  until  1904,  when  he  sold  the 
farm  and  purchased  another  farm  in  Eau  Claire  county.  This  one,  how¬ 
ever,  he  never  resided  on.  In  1904  he  came  to  Gilmanton  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  and  for  one  year  thereafter  worked  on  the  farm  of  E.  A. 
Loomis.  In  1905  he  worked  for  Conrad  Farner  and  in  the  fall  of  1906 
became  an  employee  on  Louis  Haunschild’s  farm.  In  the  fall  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  ceased  working  for  others  and  with  his  brother  William 
bought  320  acres  of  improved  land  in  sections  26  and  27,  Gilmanton  town¬ 
ship,  on  which  they  began  operations.  At  the  end  of  a  year  Bert  bought 
out  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  property  and  has  since  been  the  sole  pro¬ 
prietor.  His  improvements  on  the  place  have  been  numerous  and  valuable. 
The  principal  buildings  on  the  place  when  he  took  possession  of  it  were  a 
frame  house  consisting  of  an  upright  of  one  and  a  half  stories,  24  by  36 
feet,  with  a  wing  12  by  24  feet,  and  a  frame  barn  40  by  66  feet.  In  1910 
Mr.  Ayres  enlarged  the  barn  to  40  by  98  by  16  feet,  putting  in  a  full  base¬ 
ment  with  cement  floors  and  modern  equipment,  including  “James”  stalls, 
a  milking  machine  and  other  conveniences.  In  the  same  year  he  built  a 
silo  38  by  16  feet,  and  in  1915  a  second  silo  14  by  32  feet.  Other  buildings 
he  has  erected  on  the  place  are  a  modern  poultry  house  12  by  40  feet,  a 
granary  16  by  28  by  18  feet,  a  corncrib  9  by  28,  connected  on  both  sides 
with  the  granary,  and  a  hog  house,  full  cement,  erected  in  1917  and  meas¬ 
uring  24  by  56  by  16.  In  December,  1916,  Mr.  Ayres  bought  an  improved 
farm  of  240  acres  in  section  34,  Gilmanton  township,  on  which  there  was 
a  frame  house  and  log  stable.  On  this  farm  in  1917  he  built  a  frame 
barn  30  by  72  by  12  feet,  with  an  eight-foot  full  basement  for  cattle  and 
horses,  also  a  silo  14  by  32  feet,  and  has  95  acres  of  it  under  the  plow,  the 
balance  being  in  pasture  and  timber.  In  sections  26  and  27  he  has  under 
the  plow  255  acres,  the  soil  being  a  black  loam  and  clay  and  the  farm 
being  one  of  the  best  producing  farms  in  Buffalo  county.  He  carries  on 
general  agriculture,  including  dairying,  and  has  at  present  a  herd  of  pure¬ 
bred  and  high-grade  Holstein  cows,  raising  from  20  to  27  young  cattle 
annually.  He  also  has  a  pen  of  from  50  to  75  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  His 
other  business  interests  include  those  of  a  stockholder  in  the  Gilmanton 
&  Dover  Telephone  Co.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Beavers 
and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Gilmanton.  On  June  30,  1908,  Mr. 
Ayres  married  Elisa,  daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  (Ganz)  Farner.  Mr. 
Ayres  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  An  active 
and  enterprising  farmer,  he  has  had  a  successful  career  and  is  highly 
esteemed  as  a  citizen. 

David  B.  Gifford,  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  of  which  he 
was  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  July  18,  1836,  son  of 
Roderick  and  Margaret  Gifford.  The  parents,  who  had  a  family  of  13  chil¬ 
dren,  spent  their  lives  in  Scotland,  the  father  dying  at  the  venerable  age 
of  96  years.  David  B.  Gifford  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and  became 
a  farmer.  The  opportunities  in  Scotland  for  a  poor  man  to  acquire  wealth. 
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or  even  a  competence,  through  tilling  the  soil  were,  however,  so  scanty 
that  David  wisely  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  Landing  in 
New  York  City  on  his  twentieth  birthday,  he  proceeded  west  to  Lisbon,  a 
town  in  Wisconsin,  near  Milwaukee,  in  which  locality  he  remained  for  two 
or  three  years.  His  next  place  of  residence  was  Genessee,  in  the  southeast¬ 
ern  part  of  this  state,  where  two  years  of  his  life  were  spent.  On  Feb.  22, 
1862,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Stringer,  who  was  born  in  England, 
March  11,  1841,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Derricat)  Stringer,  and  who 
was  reared  in  the  city  of  Birmingham  until  nine  years  old,  when  she  came 
to  America  with  her  parents.  The  Stringer  family  located  first  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  whence,  however,  they  soon  removed  to  Illinois,  and  about  two 
years  later  to  Waukesha  county,  Wis.  About  1862  they  came  to  Buffalo 
county.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gifford  located  on  80  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Canton  township,  this  county,  where  he  built  a  log  house  28 
by  16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  then  began  to  improve  the  place  with  the  aid 
of  oxen.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  member 
of  Company  A,  25th  Wisconsin  Regiment,  and  while  he  was  absent  his  wife 
carried  on  the  farm,  driving  the  oxen  and  doing  all  the  hard  work.  In 
time  Mr.  Gifford  became  the  owner  of  considerable  land  and  was  able  to 
give  each  of  his  sons  a  farm,  while  retaining  200  acres  for  himself.  On 
his  own  place  he  built  a  good  frame  house  and  other  necessary  buildings. 
His  obligations  to  his  family  were  always  faithfully  observed  and  he  did 
for  them  all  that  lay  in  his  power.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
local  creamery  and  for  many  years  a  shareholder  in  it,  and  he  also  served 
as  school  treasurer  and  in  town  office.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with 
the  Methodist  church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  tv>e  G.  A.  R.  post  at 
Durand,  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  in  that  city.  His  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  23,  1914,  deprived  the  community  of  a  good  and  worthy  citi¬ 
zen  and  was  widely  regretted.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
B.  Gifford  were  as  follows:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  G.  C.  Parish;  William  Henry, 
of  Canton  township;  Sarah  Jane,  deceased;  David  A.,  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county;  John,  residing  at  home;  Edwin  B.,  deceased;  Charles 
A.,  residing  in  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin ;  and  Wallace  F.,  residing  with  his 
mother  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  was  born  March  23,  1882.  Wallace  F. 
was  educated  in  the  district  school  and  at  Mondovi  high  school,  after  which 
he  took  up  farming.  He  conducted  the  home  farm  for  two  years  before  his 
father’s  death,  upon  which  event  he  became  the  owner  of  it,  and  is  con¬ 
ducting  it  successfully,  raising,  besides  the  usual  crops,  good  Shorthorn 
cattle,  Poland-China  swine  and  Percheron  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
and  is  president  of  the  Tarrant  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Durand.  He  was  married 
March  23,  1910,  to  Lulu  M.  Catt,  and  has  two  children,  Charlotte  May  and 
Roderick  Ivan. 

Gustaf  M.  Rheinhardt,  formerly  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Alma, 
Buffalo  county,  and  also  prominent  in  his  day  as  a  county  official,  was  born 
in  Saxony,  Germany,  in  1831  and  died  at  Lake  City,  April  17,  1917.  In 
1851  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  Orleans  from  a  sailing 
vessel.  In  that  southern  port  he  remained,  however,  but  a  short  time. 


Digitized  by  Tooele 


606 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


coming  up  the  Mississippi  river  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  found  work  in  i 
stove  foundry.  Later  he  worked  there  for  Anheuser-Busch,  the  brewiitn 
Arm.  Then  coming  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  he  took  up  farming  if> 
Nelson  township  on  160  acres  of  land;  but  after  making  some  progress 
on  that  place,  he  disposed  of  it  and  bought  a  farm  in  Cascade  valley,  which 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  In  1873,  being  well  known  and  pop¬ 
ular  in  the  county,  he  ran  for  the  office  of  county  treasurer  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  and  was  elected,  serving  two  terms.  Moving  with  his  family 
to  Alma,  he  then  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  machinery  business,  which 
he  followed  for  a  few  years.  He  also  served  as  president  of  Alma  for  two 
different  periods.  Under  the  administration  of  President  Cleveland  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Alma,  holding  that  office  until  the  close  of 
the  administration,  when  he  retired.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Workmen’s 
lodge.  By  his  first  wife,  Augusta,  a  native  of  Hesse,  Germany,  whom  he 
married  in  southern  Wisconsin,  and  who  died  in  1894,  he  had  six  children, 
Minnie,  Amelia,  Julius,  Theodore,  Victor  and  J.  Paul.  Mr.  Reinhardt  sub¬ 
sequently  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Kate  Lamm,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Lake  City,  where  he  remained  until  his  lamented  death.  He 
was  a  man  who,  beginning  as  an  ordinary  workman,  had  carved  out  a 
successful  career  for  himself,  and  given  to  the  world  in  useful  industry 
and  faithful  public  service  as  much  as  he  took  from  it,  and  who,  by  his 
uprightness  of  character,  had  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  , 
citizens  in  every  community  where  he  resided. 

J.  Paul  Reinhardt,  physician,  surgeon  and  druggist,  of  Fountain  City,  \ 
was  born  in  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Dec.  15,  1869,  son 
of  Gustaf  M.  and  Augusta  Reinhardt.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  schooll 
in  Alma  and  subsequently  became  employed  in  a  drug  store  in  the  village,^ 
the  proprietor  of  which  was  Max  Wimler.  After  working  for  Mr.  Wimler'1 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  he  came  to  Fountain  City,  where  he  worked  in  a’ 
drug  store  for  three  years.  Having  by  this  time  made  up  his  mind  to 
enter  the  medical  profession,  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
graduated  M.  D.  from  Bellevue  Medical  College  in  1892.  From  that  time 
up  to  the  present  he  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Fountain  City  and 
has  gained  a  good  reputation  both  as  physician  and  surgeon.  A  year  or 
two  after  he  entered  into  practice,  Dr.  Reinhardt  became  associated  with 
Edward  C.  Fugina  in  the  drug  business,  and  they  have  since  carried  on  a 
store  together.  Dr.  Reinhardt  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
Fountain  City,  serving  as  mayor  in  1903,  and  being  re-elected  to  that  office 
in  1904,  his  second  period  of  service  lasting  two  years.  He  also  served  two 
years  as  alderman.  In  1916  he  was  again  elected  mayor  and  is  the  present 
incumbent  of  that  office,  having  been  honored  with  a  re-election  in  1918. 
Dr.  Reinhardt  is  a  member  of  the  Trempealeau,  Jackson  and  Buffalo  Coun¬ 
ties  Medical  Association,  also  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  and  the 
American  Medical  Associations.  He  belongs  fraternally  to  the  Woodmen 
and  Masons,  being  a  member  of  Fountain  City  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  master,  serving  several  years,  and  to  Waumandee 
Camp,  M.  W.  A.  Dr.  Reinhardt  was  united  in  marriage  in  Missouri,  March 
12,  1898,  to  Sarah  Richtman,  of  Fountain  City,  who  was  born  Dec.  30, 
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15,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Sophia  (Kircheck)  Richtman,  her  father 
ing  an  old  Mississippi  river  pilot  and  steamboat  owner.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
iinhardt  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Marjorie,  born  Jan.  24,  1900; 
•Gwendoline,  born  April  10,  1902;  Jean,  born  Dec.  26,  1905;  and  Phyllis, 
born  June  26,  1909. 

John  F.  Mueller,  a  well-known  and  respected  resident  of  Belvidere 
township,  Buffalo  county,  who  has  made  a  record  as  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  was  born  at  Fountain  City,  this  county,  July  20,  1875. 
His  parents,  Johann  and  Hannah  (Schmidt)  Mueller,  were  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  in  which  country  they  were  married.  About  the  close  of  the  Civil 
War  period  they  came  to  the  United  States  with  one  child,  Reca,  landing 
from  a  sailing  vessel  after  a  voyage  of  several  weeks.  Coming  west  to 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  they  made  their  first  home  in  Fountain  City, 
where  they  resided  for  twelve  years.  While  there  six  other  children  were 
born:  Christiana,  Sophia,  Anna,  John,  Minnie  and  Carl,  of  whom  the  last 
mentioned  died  there.  At  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  Johann  Mueller 
bought  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  Belvidere  township  and  began  farming. 
Twelve  acres  of  the  tract  were  already  under  the  plow  and  there  was  a 
log  building  on  the  place.  There  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  engaged  in 
developing  the  farm,  his  death  taking  place  when  he  was  71  years  old. 
His  wife  had  died  at  the  same  age.  They  were  worthy,  industrious  people, 
well  liked  by  their  neighbors  and  were  affiliated  religiously  with  the 
Lutheran  church.  John  F.  Mueller  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Fountain 
City  and  Belvidere  township.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  his 
present  place.  It  was  a  tract  of  80  acres  with  no  buildings  except  an  old 
>arn.  From  that  condition  through  Mr.  Mueller’s  exertions  it  has  come 
to  be  a  good  farm  of  175  acres,  with  a  commodious  frame  house  and  a  barn 
36  by  80  feet  in  size.  It  is  also  very  picturesquely  situated,  its  location 
Commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  hills,  valley  and  river.  Mr.  Mueller  raises 
Shorthorn  cattle,  with  a  good  grade  of  horses  and  swine.  When  the  local 
creamery  was  started,  he  became  a  shareholder  and  was  also  for  a  few 
years  one  of  its  directors.  Mr.  Mueller  was  married  in  1898  to  Anna 
Boetcher,  who  was  born  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  daughter 
of  Carl  and  Dorothea  Boetcher.  Her  parents,  who  were  born  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  Pommern,  Germany,  are  still  residing  in  Belvidere  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mueller  have  two  children,  Alvin  and  Raymond.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Edward  Aitken,  proprietor  of  a  blacksmith  and  wagon-making  shop  in 
Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  October  3, 
1866,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Sharp)  Aitken.  In  his  youth  he  attended 
school  in  the  Cascade  district  and  afterwards  taught  school  one  term.  He 
also  farmed  for  a  while  but  subsequently  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
and  from  January,  1884,  to  January,  1887,  operated  his  father’s  mill  and 
wagon  shop,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  business  for  himself.  During 
;he  last  few  years  he  has  also  done  some  farming.  Mr.  Aitken  served 
.hree  terms  as  town  treasurer  of  Nelson  township,  and  was  a  member  of 
he  district  school  board  for  twelve  years,  for  nine  years  acting  as  clerk 
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and  for  three  years  as  director.  He  married  Drusilla  Lockard,  a  native  o 
Buffalo  county,  and  daughter  of  William  D.  Lockard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aitke 
have  five  children :  Ruth,  Daisy,  Wallace,  Viola  and  Robert  D.  Ruth,  whi 
is  the  wife  of  Ray  Crothers,  has  two  children,  Charles  and  Charlotte  Evelyn 
Daisy  is  now  Mrs.  Louis  Owen. 

Robert  Aitken,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Maxville  township,  Buffalc 
county,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  in  the  year  1856  emigrated  to  Can¬ 
ada.  From  the  Dominion  he  came  in  the  following  year  to  Buffalo  county 
Wisconsin,  locating  in  Maxville  township.  A  carpenter  by  trade,  he  builf 
some  of  the  first  barns  in  the  township  and  also  secured  a  homestead  or 
Spring  Creek.  Later  he  removed  to  Maxville  Prairie,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mary  Sharp,  also  a  native  of  Scotland.  On  beginning  housekeeping 
Mr.  Aitken  walked  from  Maxville  Prairie  to  Durand  to  get  a  lamp  anc 
some  kerosene  oil,  the  latter  costing  $1  a  gallon.  He  and  his  wife  lived  or 
their  farm  until  1873,  when  they  removed  to  the  village  of  Misha  Mokwa 
where  with  Martin  Maxwell  he  bought  a  store  and  was  engaged  in  genera 
mercantile  business  for  three  years.  Then  he  went  into  the  blacksmith  anc 
repair  shop  business  with  John  Mailer  and  was  thus  engaged  until  1893 
During  that  time  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Nelsor 
township  and  erected  a  part  of  the  present  residence,  into  which  he  subse¬ 
quently  moved  on  giving  up  the  heavy  work  of  the  shop,  which  he  no  longei 
felt  able  to  do.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty-five  years 
was  chairman  of  the  town  board  of  Maxwell  township,  was  town  clerk  foi 
a  number  of  years,  assessor  one  year,  a  member  of  the  school  board  three 
years,  and  for  some  time  was  county  surveyor,  making  a  good  record  ir 
these  various  offices.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Methodisl 
church.  He  died  in  1914  at  the  age  of  78  years,  his  wife  dying  at  the  same 
age  in  1912.  They  had  eight  children,  two  of  whom,  Jesse  and  Mary,  diec 
young.  The  others  were  Edward,  John,  Alice,  Robert  J.  (died  in  1910) 
and  Francis  and  Alexander,  who  were  twins. 

John  Rohrer,  owner  of  Rohrer’s  Stock  Farm  of  740  acres  in  section  16 
Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  which  he  formerly  operated,  but  now 
living  in  Cochrane,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business,  was  born  in  Rose  Valley,  Belvidere  township,  this  county,  July 
16,  1860,  son  of  Joseph  M.  and  Barbara  (Mueller)  Rohrer.  His  parents 
were  pioneer  settlers  here,  the  father  taking  the  original  homestead  in  1854 
on  his  arrival  from  Switzerland.  John  Rohrer  acquired  his  education  ir 
district  schools  Nos.  1  and  4  in  this  township,  and  in  his  youthful  days 
had  experience  in  pioneer  farming.  He  continued  as  his  father's  assistant 
until  he  became  owner  of  the  farm,  which  he  subsequently  operated  on  his 
own  account  until  his  retirement  from  agricultural  work.  All  the  land  it 
contains  was  once  owned  by  his  father,  who  in  the  course  of  a  long  life 
accumulated  1,200  acres.  The  present  buildings,  except  the  house,  were 
all  erected  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  are  substantial  and  moderr 
in  construction.  While  raising  stock  and  doing  a  large  dairy  business 
Mr.  Rohrer  also  grew  considerable  grain,  being  a  successful  general  farmer 
He  helped  to  organize  the  elevator  and  creamery  companies;  and  is  a  di¬ 
rector  in  the  former  and  a  shareholder  in  both.  In  1911  Mr.  Rohrei 
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erected  a  beautiful  residence  in  Cochrane,  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
In  times  past  he  rendered  good  service  as  a  public  official.  For  four  years 
he  was  tax  collector,  and  for  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the  district 
school  board  until  he  resigned  the  latter  office  in  the  summer  of  1916.  On 
June  17,  1886,  Mr.  Rohrer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hermine  Suhr,  a 
native  of  Waumandee  township,  and  daughter  of  Carl  and  Wilhelmina 
(Schoepp)  Suhr.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Leona, 
who  is  residing  at  home;  Mabel,  who  is  the  widow  of  Edwin  A.  Schultz, 
resides  at  home,  and  has  one  child,  Mae ;  Melita,  wife  of  Ernest  Waldo  of 
La  Crosse ;  and  Esther,  Selma  and  Carl,  who  are  residing  at  home. 

William  Boettcher,  who  is  engaged  in  general  agriculture  and  dairying 
on  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  20,  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county, 
was  bom  June  14,  1874,  son  of  Carl  and  Dora  (Henning)  Boettcher.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Germany  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
sixties.  He  was  the  second  husband  of  his  wife  Dora.  The  family  settled 
in  Belvidere  township,  this  county,  and  William  was  brought  up  on  his 
parents'  farm,  in  his  boyhood  attending  the  district  school,  and  assisting 
in  the  farm  work  as  he  became  older.  On  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years  he  rented  the  parental  homestead,  and  so  operated  it  for  about  ten 
years,  buying  in  1909,  since  which  time  he  has  been  the  sole  proprietor. 
Of  its  200  acres  of  area,  120  acres  are  cleared  and  the  rest  is  in  woodland 
and  pasture.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  raising  grain  and  stock 
and  having  a  good  herd  of  graded  milch  cows.  His  bam  is  30  by  60  feet 
in  size,  and  the  eight-room  house,  built  in  1913,  is  equipped  with  steam 
heat.  On  May  30,  1899,  Mr.  Boettcher  married  Louisa  Knospe,  who  was 
born  January  22,  1881,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Knospe,  whose  chil¬ 
dren  were  Louisa,  Charles,  Alvina,  William,  Edward  and  Clara.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boettcher  are:  Walter,  born  April  12,  1900,  and 
Mildred,  born  July  4,  1904,  both  of  whom  are  residing  at  home  and  attend¬ 
ing  school.  The  Boettchers  are  numbered  among  the  prosperous  families 
of  Belvidere  township  and  are  widely  known  and  respected. 

Frank  Schaettle,  proprietor  with  his  brother  George  of  a  flourishing 
mercantile  business  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  and  member  of  Assembly 
from  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties,  is  pre-eminently  a  man  of  achievement 
and  one  of  the  leaders  in  both  the  business  and  political  life  of  this  section 
of  the  state,  of  which  he  is  a  native.  Mr.  Schaettle  was  born  in  Buffalo 
City,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  June  16,  1864,  son  of  Charles  Schaettle. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Wurttemburg  in  1833,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  first  German  paper  in  Buffalo  City.  He  and  his  wife 
had  five  children :  Anna,  who  married  George  Seiler,  a  physician  of  Monroe, 
Wis. ;  Charles,  a  merchant  of  Alma ;  Frank,  subject  of  this  memoir ;  George, 
who,  as  above  mentioned,  is  a  partner  with  his  brother  Frank ;  and  Romeo 
R.,  who  is  a  dentist  in  La  Crosse.  Frank  Schaettle  acquired  his  elementary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Alma,  and  was  later  a  pupil  for  two  years  in 
Markham  Academy  at  Milwaukee.  He  subsequently  entered  his  father’s 
store  at  Alma,  in  which  he  worked  until  1891.  He  then  became  manager 
of  the  department  store  of  S.  E.  Olson  &  Co.  (now  Powers) ,  in  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  remained  for  two  years,  being  subsequently  New  York  buyer  for 
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the  same  firm  for  one  year.  In  1895  he  came  to  Mondovi,  of  which  place 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  In  the  year  after  his  arrival  Mr.  Schaettle 
purchased  the  business  of  Letuscher  Bros.  &  Helwig,  and  in  1900  his 
brother  George  became  his  partner,  the  business  having  since  been  carried 
on  under  the  firm  name  of  Schaettle  Bros.  They  occupy  both  floors  of  a 
two-story  brick  building,  with  double  store  room,  known  as  the  Union 
Block,  and  carry  a  large  stock  of  general  merchandise,  their  trade  extend¬ 
ing  throughout  the  surrounding  region.  Frank  Schaettle  is  also  a  large 
owner  of  the  Mondovi  Mercantile  Company.  At  the  age  of  25  years,  while 
still  a  resident  of  Alma,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  that  city,  and  he  subse¬ 
quently  served  one  term  as  mayor  of  Mondovi,  and  for  some  time  was 
treasurer  of  the  school  board.  In  1916  he  was  nominated  at  Alma  by  the 
Progressive  Republicans  for  member  of  Assembly  from  Buffalo  and  Pepin 
counties  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  triumphantly  elected.  After  his 
nomination,  which  was  by  over  a  two-thirds  majority,  he  received  some 
highly  complimentary  notices  from  the  local  press,  which  paid  tributes  to 
his  previous  record,  and  his  recognized  honesty  and  capacity  as  a  man  of 
affairs.  Mr.  Schaettle  concisely  announced  his  platform  as  “Good  Laws — 
only  such  as  are  necessary ;  Good  Roads — all  we  can  afford,”  which  proved 
popular,  being  generally  endorsed  by  the  citizens  of  the  two  counties.  As 
said  by  Charles  White  in  the  Buffalo  County  News,  Mr.  Schaettle  is  a 
“live”  man,  absolutely  honest  and  capable — a  representative  who  will  not 
eat  out  of  any  man’s  hand  and  who  cannot  be  bought.  He  is  also  a  man  of 
scholarly  attainments  and  quick  to  appreciate  any  honors  or  favors  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  to  return  them  by  the  best 
service  he  can  give.  He  is  president  of  the  Buffalo  County  Agricultural 
Association,  giving  to  its  affairs  the  benefit  of  hie  extended  business  expe¬ 
rience,  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
orders,  in  the  former  having  advanced  as  far  as  the  Chapter.  In  January, 
1898,  Mr.  Schaettle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Evangeline  Blair,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Allen  Blair. 

George  Schaettle,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schaettle  Bros.,  general 
merchants,  of  Mondovi,  and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Buffalo 
county,  was  born  in  Alma,  this  county,  son  of  Charles  Schaettle.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Alma  and  in  the  high  school 
at  Madison,  Wis.  .  From  the  time  he  left  school  until  1900  he  was  employed 
in  his  father’s  store  in  Alma,  after  which  he  came  to  Mondovi  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother  Frank  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schaet¬ 
tle  Bros.,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  mercantile  concerns  in 
the  county.  He  is  also  supervisor  of  the  village  and  a  member  of  the 
county  board,  and  since  1905  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Congregational 
church.  His  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  of  the  Masonic  order  and  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which 
latter  order  he  has  passed  through  the  chairs.  Mr.  Schaettle  was  mar¬ 
ried,  June  18, 1901,  to  Clara  Grams,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  daughter  of  August 
and  Clara  Grams,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Schaettle  have  two  children,  Livia  and  Ruth. 
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John  W.  Seyforth,  secretary,  manager  and  butter-maker  for  the  Mon- 
dovi  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  Company,  was  born  in  Sheboygan 
county,  Wisconsin,  February  28,  1866,  son  of  Fred  and  Annie  (Meyers) 
Seyforth.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  who  was 
a  farmer  and  carpenter  by  occupation,  died  in  1880.  His  wife  Annie,  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1837  and 
died  in  1883.  John  W.  Seyforth  learned  the  art  of  cheese-making  at  Wi¬ 
nooski,  Wis.,  about  1884,  and  subsequently  conducted  a  cheese  factory  and 
creamery  at  Gilmanton  and  Modena  until  1903.  He  then  came  to  Mondovi 
to  assume  the  duties  of  his  present  position  as  secretary,  manager  and 
butter  maker  of  the  local  creamery.  In  all  three  capacities  he  has  proved 
his  ability  and  has  given  good  satisfaction  and  is  popular  with  the  patrons 
of  the  factory.  Since  1903  he  has  been  a  trustee  and  steward  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church  at  Mondovi,  while  his  fraternal  society  affiliations 
are  with  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Seyforth  was  united  in  marriage  May 
24,  1896,  to  Lillian  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in  eastern  Wisconsin  January 
26,  1867,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Louisa  (Odell)  Lawrence. 

George  Feuling,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural  inter¬ 
ests  of  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Febru¬ 
ary  12, 1869,  the  scene  of  his  birth  being  the  log  house  of  his  parents,  George 
and  Mary  Feuling.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  where 
they  were  married.  Coming  to  the  United  States,  they  landed  in  New 
York  after  a  voyage  of  fifty  days  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  continued  their 
westward  journey  until  they  arrived  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis.  George  Feu¬ 
ling  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  sections  7  and  8,  Glencoe  township. 
There  were  no  buildings  on  it,  nor  was  there  any  road  to  it,  improvements 
being  all  in  the  future.  Mr.  Feuling  had  an  ox  team  to  begin  with,  and 
as  he  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  he  made  a  little  money  by  working  at 
intervals  for  the  neighbors  while  he  was  breaking  in  his  land.  For  some 
time  he  had  to  walk  to  market  and  carry  in  his  produce,  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  not  much  for  several  years.  Later  he  moved  to  the  bluff  and 
finally  secured  the  place  on  which  his  son  George  now  lives,  which  required 
a  considerable  amount  of  clearing.  In  time  he  increased  its  size  to  440 
acres,  and  made  good  improvements.  He  was  of  the  Catholic  faith  in 
religion.  At  the  age  of  65,  some  twenty  years  ago,  he  was  called  from  this 
life.  His  wife  survived  him  seventeen  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  83.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  their  son,  George,  Jr.,  being  the  third 
from  the  last  in  order  of  birth.  George  Feuling  (Jr.),  the  direct  subject 
of  this  sketch,  acquired  his  education  in  the  log  schoolhouse  of  his  district. 
He  has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm,  of  which  he  owns  208  acres 
in  section  7,  and  the  management  of  which  he  took  over  after  his  father's 
death,  buying  the  place  some  nine  years  ago.  It  is  a  good  farm,  with  sub¬ 
stantial  buildings,  including  a  modern  barn  erected  by  him,  and  is  equipped 
with  all  necessary  machinery.  He  and  his  wife,  Frances,  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  Leonard,  Alfred,  Donald  and  George.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  church. 

William  McNish,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  in  sections  4  and  9, 
Modena  township,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  his  parents’  farm  in  this 
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township,  April  9,  1870,  son  of  James  and  Eliza  (Ives)  McNish.  His  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  books  was  made  in  the  district  schoolhouse,  while  his  agri¬ 
cultural  education  was  obtained  on  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  resided 
until  reaching  the  age  of  30  years.  After  working  a  while  for  different 
farmers,  he  took  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  section  3,  Modena  township, 
where  he  lived  for  eight  or  nine  years.  Later  he  bought  forty  acres  more, 
which  gave  him  a  farm  of  120  acres,  and  in  place  of  the  original  log  house 
he  built  a  good  frame  residence,  as  well  as  a  barn.  Finally  selling  that 
farm  he  went  to  Durand,  where  he  remained  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  buying  his  father’s  old  farm  in  Modena  township,  a  place  of  160  acres, 
of  which  seventy  are  in  section  4  and  ninety  in  section  9,  in  which  latter 
section  the  residence  is  located.  The  buildings,  which  are  good,  were 
erected  by  the  father.  Taking  possession  of  this  farm  in  1914,  Mr.  McNish 
has  since  resided  here,  doing  a  profitable  business  as  a  general  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  and  being  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Modena  creamery.  His 
sister  Elizabeth  keeps  house  for  him,  as  he  is  unmarried.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  church. 

Clayton  W.  Kees,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Maxville  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  in  Canton 
township,  October  21,  1887,  son  of  George  W.  Kees.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  school  and  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  from  the  age  of  seven  to  that  of  22  years.  Having  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade,  he  followed  it  for  six  or  seven  years  in  Durand.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  took  his  present  farm  in  sections  1,  2  and  11,  Maxville 
township,  a  tract  of  200  acres,  partly  improved  but  in  poor  condition,  the 
buildings  being  poor  and  the  fences  few  and  broken.  A  great  deal  of  work 
had  to  be  done  to  change  the  place  into  a  profitable  farm,  but  that  work 
has  been  accomplished,  Mr.  Kees  having  built  a  nice  house  and  a  barn  34 
by  64  feet  in  size ;  and  also  planted  the  yard  with  mountain  poplars,  which 
make  a  picturesque  appearance  besides  affording  good  shade  in  summer. 
He  is  raising  a  good  quality  of  Durham  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs  and  Per- 
cheron  horses  and  is  well  advanced  on  the  road  to  fortune.  Mr.  Kees  has 
served  as  school  clerk  for  fourteen  years  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  married  Mary  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  M.  Johnson.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  one  of  whom,  William  Clayton, 
is  deceased.  The  survivors  are  Gladys,  Agnes,  Raymond,  John,  Hubert, 
Bessie,  Caroline  and  Walter. 

Fred  Dabelstein,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo 
county,  is  a  good  example  of  the  self-made  man,  having  risen  to  a  prosper¬ 
ous  condition  without  any  advantages  save  those  which  come  from  a  reso¬ 
lute  will,  industrious  and  steady  habits  and  good  health.  He  was  born  in 
a  cottage  or  shanty  at  the  foot  of  Sugar  Loaf  Bluff,  in  the  southeastern 
outskirts  of  Winona,  Minn.,  October  18,  1866,  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Honas)  Dabelstein.  The  father,  a  native  of  Holstein,  Germany,  came  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  landing  after  a  voyage  of  thirteen 
weeks  on  a  sailing  vessel.  After  arriving  in  this  country  he  tried  his  for¬ 
tune  in  various  places,  at  first  in  the  South,  getting  as  far  west  as  Texas. 
He  then  wandered  north,  arriving  in  Winona,  Minn.,  when  that. now  flour- 
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ishing  city  was  a  very  small  place.  There  he  and  Elizabeth  Honas  were 
married,  and,  having  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Germany,  he,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  uncle,  Henry  Dabelstein,  set  up  a  shop  near  the  river,  begin¬ 
ning  work  with  tools  brought  from  Germany.  After  a  while  Adam 
Dabelstein  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  shop  and  started  the  first  lime  quarry 
in  Winona,  which  was  located  at'  the  foot  of  Sugar  Loaf  bluff.  Later  he 
sold  the  quarry  to  Myron  Thoms,  and  with  a  Mr.  Rebault,  moved  into  a 
frame  building  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Schellhas  brewery,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  bluff.  While  there  he  worked  for  a  man 
named  Knifer  for  some  eight  or  ten  years.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  farming  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Winona  county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  62.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children.  Their  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
Fred  Dabelstein  began  industrial  life  with  the  serious  handicap  of  a  lack 
of  education,  as  he  attended  school  not  more  than  three  or  four  days  in  his 
life,  and  had  nothing  but  hard  work  before  him,  with  apparently  little 
chance  of  rising  in  the  world.  He  spent  about  a  year  at  the  butcher’s 
trade  and  then  became  employed  at  farming  at  Stockton,  Minn.,  where  he 
remained  four  years.  Then  he  farmed  for  a  like  period  at  Wiscoy,  Winona 
county,  Minnesota.  On  April  13,  1898,  he  came  to  Glencoe  township, 
Clark  county,  and  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated  for  thirteen  years. 
They  were  years  of  hard  labor,  as  much  had  to  be  done  to  make  the  farm 
profitable,  but  he  made  gradual  progress,  so  that  at  the  end  of  that  period 
he  was  able  to  purchase  his  present  farm  of  232  acres  in  Glencoe  township. 
There  was  an  old  log  house  on  the  place,  which  had  been  built  about  1865, 
and  in  that,  after  making  repairs,  he  took  up  his  abode.  About  the  only 
other  building  of  consequence  was  a  log  barn  of  equal  antiquity  with  the 
house.  In  the  latter  he  resided  for  three  years  and  then  built  a  good  brick 
residence.  He  also  erected  a  substantial  barn,  and  has  since  made  various 
other  improvements.  He  now  has  a  productive  farm,  is  raising  a  good 
grade  of  stock,  including  Percheron  horses,  and  is  classed  among  the  pros¬ 
perous  citizens  of  his  township.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Ar¬ 
cadia  creamery.  Mr.  Dabelstein  married  Mary  Ammann,  who  was  born 
in  Bohri  Valley,  daughter  of  George  Ammann.  Her  parents,  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  in  that  valley,  came  from  Switzerland  at  an  early  date,  Mr.  Ammann 
serving  subsequently  as  a  soldier  in  the  American  Civil  War.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dabelstein  ten  children  have  been  born :  Emma  (now  living  in  Idaho), 
William,  Edward,  Helen,  Lizzie,  Fredie  (deceased),  Minnie,  Adam  (de¬ 
ceased),  Henry  and  Dora.  Mr.  Dabelstein  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 

H.  Mattson  Walker,  proprietor  of  an  up  to  date  garage  in  Nelson,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  and  a  citizen  of  local  prominence,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Maxville,  this  county,  February  15,  1879,  son  of  Martin  P.  and  Ida  (Bab¬ 
cock)  Walker.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  a  grandson  of  Mattson  and 
Catherine  Walker,  while  his  maternal  grandfather  was  Benjamin  Babcock. 
The  father,  Martin  P.  Walker,  was  born  in  Huntington  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  settled  on  a  farm  at  Burnside  in  the  town  of  Nelson,  this  county. 
He  farmed  here  for  a  few  years,  then  moved  to  Durand,  subsequent’:/ 
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becoming  sheriff  of  Pepin  county.  He  is  now  living  at  Bayfield,  Wis.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Ida  (Babcock)  Walker,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Modena, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  died  thirty-five  years  ago,  in  the  fall  of  1883. 
M.  Mattson  Walker  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  Nelson  township  and 
also  at  Durand,  Pepin  county.  His  first  business  experience  was  gained  as 
clerk  for  Jacob  Bros.,  in  their  store  at  Durand,  he  remaining  with  them 
for  four  years.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  in  Nelson  township  on  the 
farm  on  which  Arne  Otteson  lived  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  continued  in 
that  occupation  up  to  six  years  ago,  when  he  entered  into  his  present  busi¬ 
ness  in  Nelson.  In  this  he  has  made  gratifying  progress,  his  garage  being 
well  built  and  completely  equipped,  and  his  trade  having  increased  to  good 
proportions,  and  yielding  profitable  returns.  Mr.  Walker  was  one  of  the 
first  commission  shippers  of  live  stock  for  the  American  Society  of  Equity 
in  this  part  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Foresters.  He  was  married  in  the  town  of 
Nelson,  February  27,  1900,  to  Inger  Otteson,  daughter  of  Arne  and  Maria 
Otteson,  who  were  among  the  first  Norwegian  settlers  in  Norwegian  valley, 
Nelson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  had  three  children:  Elwood 
Murville,  born  July  18,  1902 ;  Marie  Ida,  born  February  27,  1904 ;  and  Arne, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  18  months. 

John  Martin,  proprietor  of  the  hotel  known  as  the  Farmers’  Home,  in 
Fountain  City,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  a  frame  house  in  this  city,  oppo¬ 
site  his  present  place  of  business,  March  6,  1862,  son  of  John  and  Theresa 
(Schmidt)  Martin.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and 
came  separately  to  the  United  States  by  sailing  vessel,  each  having  a  long 
voyage,  and  John  arriving  in  this  country  in  1852  or  1853.  They  were 
married  later  in  Fountain  City,  Wis.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  a  mason  by  trade  and  also  a  farmer,  and  being  among  the  early 
arrivals  here,  he  helped  to  erect  some  of  the  first  buildings.  When  he  set¬ 
tled  on  land  he  selected  Bohri’s  valley,  where  he  bought  a  wild  tract ;  but 
later  he  bought  a  place  close  to  Fountain  City,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
and  farmed  160  acres.  His  first  dwelling  on  the  place  was  of  logs,  but  he 
later  framed  it  over.  He  was  a  Catholic  in  religion  and  helped  to  build 
the  first  Catholic  church  in  Fountain  City.  He  died  on  his  homestead  at 
the  age  of  73  years  and  his  wife  at  that  of  70.  They  had  four  children: 
Mary  and  Grace,  both  of  whom  died  young;  John,  of  Fountain  City,  and 
Theresa,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Louis  Storn  of  Winona,  Minn.  John  Martin  was 
educated  in  the  school  of  Fountain  City  and  grew  up  on  his  parents’  farm, 
which  he  later  operated  on  his  own  account  until  five  years  ago,  making  his 
home. in  Fountain  City.  He  still  owns  the  old  homestead,  but  in  March, 
1917,  he  started  in  his  present  business  as  proprietor  of  the  Farmers’ 
Home,  which  is  a  popular  resort  for  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity,  and  his 
prospects  are  good  for  a  successful  career  in  his  new  line  of  endeavor.  Mr. 
Martin  married  Frances  Schulte,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo  township,  this 
county,  daughter  of  Martin  Schulte,  her  father  being  an  old  pioneer  of 
Winona,  where  he  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  two  children : 
Emil,  who  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and  Christina,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Roscoe  Stohl,  and  has  one  child,  William. 
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Bernard  Gustave  Schulze,  a  well  to  do  resident  of  Fountain  City, 
Buffalo  county,  where  for  a  number  of  years  past  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  as  a  baker,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  January  12,  1859,  son 
of  Fred  and  Wilhelmina  Schulze,  the  parents  being  weavers  by  trade.  There 
were  six  children  in  the  family,  Bernhard,  Emil,  Robert,  Paul,  Ernest  and 
Anna.  Robert  and  Ernest  were  the  first  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
landing  at  Baltimore,  from  which  city  they  made  their  way  to  La  Crosse, 
Wis.,  where  the  rest  of  the  family  joined  them  eventually.  The  parents 
are  still  living  and  are  now  nearly  eighty  years  old,  the  father  having  been 
born  October  18,  1838,  and  the  mother  September  7,  the  same  year.  Ber¬ 
nard  G.  Schulze,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  had  married  in  Germany,  Mary 
Weidel,  who  was  born  March  30,  1852,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Johanna 
Weidel.  He  had  learned  both  the  miller’s  and  baker’s  trades,  but  preferred 
the  latter,  which  he  has  since  followed.  In  1890  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  children,  Bernard,  Martha,  Paul 
and  Freda.  He  settled  first  in  La  Crosse,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for 
seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Fountain  City  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  bakery,  which  he  conducted  himself  for  seventeen  years.  Then 
his  son  Paul,  who  had  learned  the  trade,  became  his  partner  and  continued 
as  such  for  some  five  years.  Paul  then  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  opened  a  saloon  with  William  Knaub,  and  Bernard  G.  Schulze  became 
the  baker  for  the  new  firm,  since  known  as  Schulze  &  Knaub,  which  has 
built  up  a  good  trade.  The  son  Paul  married  Sadie  Schroeder,  daughter  of 
Herman  Schroeder  of  Fountain  City,  and  they  have  two  children,  Hazel 
and  Dolores.  He  is  a  member  of  Steuben  Lodge,  No.  280,  I.  O.  0.  F.,’  of 
Fountain  City. 

Herman  Gund,  a  progressive  and  well  to  do  farmer,  residing  in  section 
36,  Gilmanton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
October  31,  1865,  son  of  Charles  and  Augusta  (Borgwardt)  Gund.  He  ac¬ 
quired  a  common  school  education  in  his  native  land,  and  was  14  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  his  father  renting  a 
farm  in  Waumandee  township,  this  county.  Young  Herman  remained  at 
home  for  several  years,  but  about  1884  he  began  to  travel  about,  making  a 
trip  through  the  West  and  being  located  for  a  time  at  Duluth  and  Superior, 
Wis.,  in  the  latter  place  being  engaged  in  business.  Then,  selling  out  his 
interests  in  the  city,  he  moved  to  a  farm  near  Superior  and  operated  it  for 
two  years.  In  1899  his  father  bought  the  Geo.  L.  Krampeter  farm  at  the 
head  of  Little  Waumandee  valley,  in  section  36,  Gilmanton  township,  and 
in  1910  Herman  bought  this  farm,  containing  436  acres,  of  which  250  acres 
were  under  the  plow.  There  was  also  a  good  frame  house  and  a  two-story 
frame  bam  on  the  place.  He  has  since  improved  both  house  and  barn, 
built  a  granary  18  by  28  feet,  with  tool-sheds  adjoining,  12  by  28  and  12 
by  52  feet,  a  poultry-house  10  by  20  feet,  a  pump-house  12  by  16  feet,  a 
garage  12  by  20  feet,  and  a  stone  silo  16  by  30  feet.  The  farm  is  very 
productive,  the  soil  being  a  good  silt  loam  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Gund  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  from  thirty  to 
fifty  milch  cows — graded  Durham  and  Holstein  cattle — with  twenty  or 
twenty-five  young  cattle,  and  is  improving  his  herd,  having  two  full-blooded  - 
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Holstein  bulls.  He  also  has  a  herd  of  Poland-China  and  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs  and  a  fine  flock  of  Shropshire  sheep.  In  addition  to  these  immediate 
interests  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Dover  &  Gilmanton  Telephone 
Company.  For  three  years  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Joint  School 
District  No.  5,  Gilmanton  township,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  His 
prosperity  has  been  self-acquired  through  persevering  industry,  backed  by 
good  judgment  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches  of  agriculture. 
His  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Gilmanton  Colony  of  Beavers. 
Mr.  Gund  began  domestic  life  December  10,  1890,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Theresa,  daughter  of  Sebastian  and  Mary  Paulus  of  Superior, 
Wis.  He  and  his  wife  have  nine  children:  Mary,  born  January  18,  1892, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  John  Paulus  of  Eagle  Point,  Wis. ;  Barbara,  born  July  18, 
1894,  now  Mrs.  Adam  Bohlinger  of  Harlingen,  Texas;  Peter  William,  born 
March  9,  1897;  Charles,  born  May  31,  1899;  Albert,  born  September  25, 
1904 ;  Douglas,  born  September  8,  1907 ;  Evelyn,  bom  August  18,  1909 ; 
Howard,  born  March  15,  1912,  and  Winnefred,  born  November  6,  1916. 
Mr.  Gund  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Matsen  Walker,  a  pioneer  of  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  a 
native  of  the  central  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  that  state  to 
Catherine  Orlady,  who  was  also  born  there.  Shortly  before  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War  he  set  out  for  Wisconsin,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
their  six  children,  Martin,  Mary,  Frank,  Samuel  M.,  John  and  Callie.  Their 
first  settlement  in  Buffalo  county  was  on  a  homestead  tract  of  forty  acres 
at  Burnside,  but  from  that  location  they  later  removed  to  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  in  section  3,  Nelson  township,  which  Mr.  Walker  bought  from  his 
uncle.  Dr.  Orlady,  who  was  an  early  settler  here.  Their  first  dwelling  on 
this  latter  place  was  a  log  house  without  either  windows  or  doors.  There 
were  no  roads  and  it  was  a  two  days’  trip  to  walk  the  fifteen  miles  which 
separated  them  from  the  mills  beyond  Durand.  Mr.  Walker  had  practically 
nothing  but  his  hands  with  which  to  make  a  start,  but  in  spite  of  that  he 
managed  to  make  progress.  His  first  bam  was  a  straw  shed  and  he  used 
an  ox  team  for  the  early  work  on  his  farm.  He  sided  and  improved  the  old 
house,  which  is  still  standing,  and  built  good  barns,  in  time  becoming  pros¬ 
perous.  As  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  township,  he  served  as  super¬ 
visor  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  most 
earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  At  the  age  of  61 
he  passed  to  his  final  rest,  his  wife  surviving  him  and  living  to  the  age  of 
78.  Their  remains  now  repose  in  Burnside  cemetery.  In  addition  to  the 
six  children  who  accompanied  them  from  Pennsylvania,  they  had  three 
others,  who  were  born  in  Nelson  township — Mattie,  Addie  and  Jessie. 

Samuel  Miller  Walker,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Nelson  township, 
was  bom  in  the  central  part  of  Pennsylvania,  August  24,  1858,  son  of 
Matsen  and  Catherine  (Orlady)  Walker.  He  was  very  young  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Buffalo  county,  and  it  was  some  years  after  he 
arrived  here  before  he  began  to  attend  school,  where  he  sat  on  a  long  bench 
and  labored  at  his  spelling-book.  As  he  grew  older  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  remained  until  his  marriage, 
at  the  age  of  30  years,  to  Mary  Perry,  of  North  Bank,  Wis.,  whose  father, 
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Custer  Perry,  was  a  pioneer  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Walker  then  located  with 
his  wife  in  section  3,  Nelson  township,  and  operated  the  old  home  farm 
in  addition  to  his  own  tract  of  land.  On  the  latter  was  an  old  log  house 
in  which  he  and  his  family  lived  for  twenty  years,  and  there  was  also  an 
old  frame  horse  barn.  Mr.  Walker  subsequently  put  up  a  good  house,  that 
burned  down,  after  which  the  present  residence  was  erected.  He  finally 
retired  from  active  work  and  built  a  comfortable  house  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  farm,  where  he  is  now  taking  his  ease  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  labors,  his  son  Eben  operating  the  old  homestead  of  120  acres.  He 
is  a  shareholder  in  the  Burnside  creamery,  of  which  he  was  a  director  for 
one  term,  owns  shares  in  a  packing  plant  at  St.  Paul,  and  is  interested  in 
the  local  telephone  company.  He  formerly  started  a  co-operative  store  at 
Durand,  which  enterprise,  however,  proved  a  failure.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  district  school  board.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  had  four  children, 
of  whom  Eben  is  the  only  one  now  living.  Those  who  died  were  Cassie, 
Harry  and  Russell,  the  two  latter  being  twins. 

Joseph  David  Harvey,  a  Buffalo  county  pioneer  and  Civil  War  veteran, 
who  passed  many  years  of  his  life  on  a  farm  in  section  10,  Mondovi  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Grand  Pre,  Nova  Scotia,  August  13,  1836,  son  of  Robert 
and  Eunice  (Duncanson)  Harvey.  The  scene  of  his  birth  was  a  spot  made 
famous  by  Longfellow  in  his  beautiful  poem  of  Evangeline.  There  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1848,  receiving  a  limited  education,  and  then  coming  with  his 
parents  to  the  New  West,  the  family  settling  at  Lake  Emily  in  Dodge 
county,  Wisconsin,  not  far  from  the  LeGores  and  Farringtons  and  other 
families  who  were  later  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  settlement  at  Mondovi. 
In  the  spring  of  1855  Joseph  D.  Harvey,  then  a  lad  of  18  years,  with  Harvey, 
Dow  and  Perry  Farrington  and  others,  came  with  ox  teams  to  Buffalo 
county,  making  their  way  through  the  Beef  River  valley  by  following 
Indian  trails,  as  there  were  as  yet  no  roads  in  this  region.  Bear  and  deer 
and  other  wild  game  were  abundant.  During  the  summer  of  that  year 
they  lived  in  their  covered  wagons.  They  had  brought  with  them  two 
breaking  outfits,  with  nine  yoke  of  oxen  to  each,  so  were  prepared  to  begin 
breaking  operations  on  any  land  they  might  select.  Mr.  Harvey  pre-empted 
160  acres  for  his  father,  the  tract  being  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  10, 
township  24,  range  11,  west.  In  the  winter  of  1855-56  he  went  back  to 
Dodge  county  for  supplies  and  seed  wheat,  having  suffered  great  priva¬ 
tions,  especially  from  not  having  sufficient  clothing.  In  the  spring  follow¬ 
ing,  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  came  to  Buffalo  county 
and  began  the  work  of  clearing,  he,  himself,  however,  remaining  in  Dodge 
county,  to  take  care  of  the  farm  there.  He  was  the  eldest  of  the  children, 
the  others  being  Ellen,  Thomas,  Mary  (Mrs.  M.  B.  Gibson),  William,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Alfred,  Charles  and  Maggie  (Mrs.  D.  P.  Gibson),  twins,  and  James, 
all  of  whom  were  born  at  the  old  home  in  Grand  Pre,  except  James,  who 
was  born  at  Lake  Emily  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  Of  sturdy  Scotch- 
Irish  stock,  the  sons  were  especially  noticeable  for  their  size  and  fine  phy¬ 
sique.  In  September,  1856,  Joseph  D.  returned  with  supplies  for  the  coming 
winter,  but  as  they  ran  short  before  spring  came,  the  family  had  to  grind 
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buckwheat  in  the  coffee-mill  to  make  flour  on  which  to  sustain  life.  From 
1856  to  1862  they  lived  in  a  log  shanty,  after  which  they  built  a  farm 
house".  Their  wheat  market  for  years  was  Alma  and  their  pork  and  feed 
market  Eau  Claire.  During  the  first  five  years  they  made  many  trips  to 
both  of  these  places  with  ox  team. 

On  February  29,  1864,  Joseph  D.  Harvey  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  War  in  Company  K,  36th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  mus¬ 
tered  in  at  Eau  Claire  and  sworn  into  the  service  at  Madison,  Wis.,  March 
17.  Though  he  took  part  in  such  hard  fought  battles  as  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Cold  Harbor,  Reams  Station,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Jerusalem  Plank 
Road  and  Deep  Bottom,  he  escaped  without  a  wound.  He  was,  however, 
captured  by  the  enemy,  November  5,  1864,  while  on  the  picket  lines  near 
Petersburg,  and  for  five  months  was  confined  in  Libby  prison,  where  he 
suffered  the  hardships  which  meant  death  to  many  of  the  soldiers,  but 
which  his  strong  constitution  enabled  him  to  endure.  While  there  he  per¬ 
formed  an  act  of  generosity  and  self-sacrifice  of  which  few  similar  in¬ 
stances  can  be  found.  When  his  name  appeared  on  the  list  of  prisoners  to 
be  exchanged,  he  willingly  gave  his  place  to  a  neighbor,  Samuel  C.  Hans- 
come,  of  the  town  of  Naples,  who  had  a  wife  and  family  at  home.  When 
Lee  evacuated  Richmond,  he  was  moved,  and  soon  after  received  a  pris¬ 
oner’s  furlough,  being  mustered  out  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.  On  July  17, 
1865,  he  reached  his  home  in  Mondovi,  and  the  next  day  found  wheat  on 
the  old  home  farm,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  and  resumed  agricultural 
work,  following  that  vocation  for  the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  first  at 
his  parents’  home  above  mentioned,  and  after  1874  at  his  home  farm 
adjoining,  where  he  has  lived  for  the  last  twenty  years  with  his  niece, 
Mrs.  Charles  Seyforth,  and  her  family.  In  early  days  he  also  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade  and  at  logging  during  the  winters.  In  1913  Mr. 
Harvey  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  of  the  left  side,  but  otherwise  was  in 
good  health  until  within  six  weeks  of  his  death,  which  occurred  June  6, 
1918.  He  was  always  a  Republican  in  politics  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Mondovi.  His  fraternal  society  affiliations  were 
with  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons,  No.  252,  at  Mondovi,  and  John  W.  Christian 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  the  same  place.  For  many  years  he  was  a  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  member  of  the  community.  Of  a  jovial  and  friendly 
nature,  an  excellent  conversationalist,  with  a  vivid  imagination  and  won¬ 
derful  memory  of  the  events  and  people  of  the  early  days,  his  company 
was  eagerly  sought,  and  it  was  one  of  the  sorrows  of  his  latter  days  that 
ill  health  would  not  permit  him  to  come  “over  town”  and  visit  the  friends 
he  longed  to  see.  His  good  neighborly  qualities  and  kind  charitable  dis¬ 
position  were  known  to  all,  and  in  early  years  he  did  much  useful  and 
needed  work  in  burying  the  dead  and  caring  for  the  suffering  and  dying. 
With  no  fear  of  the  future,  he  passed  the  evening  of  life  in  quiet  content¬ 
ment,  ready  at  any  time  for  his  Master’s  call.  It  was  fitting  that  his  last 
resting  place  should  be  in  the  “old  cemetery,”  whose  beauty  and  attractive¬ 
ness  are  due  mostly  to  his  initiative  and  persevering  efforts  in  organizing 
the  Cemetery  Association  and  putting  it  into  effective  operation. 
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Martin  Riedi,  who  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Mon¬ 
tana  township,  Buffalo  county,  his  farm  lying  in  section  26,  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  February  10,  1870,  son  of  Thomas  and  Katherine  (Buchli) 
Riedi.  The  parents  never  came  to  this  country  and  are  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Of  their  five  children — Peter,  Thomas,  John,  Bankratz  and  Martin 
— Thomas  is  now  dead  and  Martin  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  who  came 
to  America,  which  he  did  in  1891,  when  21  years  old.  He  had  received  a 
common  school  education  in  his  native  land,  and  had  had  fair  industrial 
experience.  Locating  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  he  worked  out  for  a  year 
and  then  came  to  Buffalo  county,  finding  employment  here  with  the  farmers. 
In  1897  Mr.  Riedi  took  a  trip  to  Switzerland,  remaining  there  three  months 
and  returning  shortly  before  his  father’s  death.  On  his  marriage  in  1898 
he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
buying  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  Its  area  is  160  acres,  of  which 
about  eighty  acres  are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woods  and  bluff.  Mr. 
Riedi  does  general  farming,  mainly  dairying  and  hog  raising.  He  has  im¬ 
proved  his  buildings  by  making  additions  to  the  house  and  barn  and  is 
enjoying  a  prosperous  career,  finding  a  ready  market  for  all  his  products. 
He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Garden  Valley  Creamery.  Mr.  Riedi  was 
married  October  17, 1898,  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Joeger,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Caroline  Florin.  She  was  born  October  30,  1872,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Susan  (Schmang)  Florin,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Switzerland  who 
came  to  the  United  States  half  a  century  ago.  They  were  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  but  both  are  now  deceased.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  Peter,  Mar¬ 
garet,  Mary,  who  married  August  Hitt,  Louisa,  who  married  M.  Buchli, 
Lewis,  Caroline  and  Anna.  The  last  mentioned  is  now  deceased.  Caroline, 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  Riedi,  was  first  married  to  John  Joeger,  and  of  that 
union  two  children  were  born:  Clara,  September  29,  1893,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Mike  Dasher,  and  Leola,  January  17,  1897,  who  is  unmarried.  The  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Riedi  are:  Esther,  born  August  1,  1899; 
Irwin,  March  27,  1892;  Susan,  December  5,  1903;  Clarence,  January  29, 
1906;  and  Elvin,  April  18,  1908.  Clarence  died  in  the  year  of  his  birth. 
The  others  are  residing  on  the  home  farm  and  all  are  attending  school 
except  Esther.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  church  at  Montana. 

William  Smith,  a  substantial  farmer,  residing  in  Glencoe  township, 
Buffalo  county,  where  he  has  a  well  improved  place,  was  born  in  Eagle 
Valley,  Milton  township,  this  county,  October  7,  1870,  son  of  William  and 
Anna  (George)  Smith.  The  parents  were  born  and  married  in  Germany 
and  subsequently  came  to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  landing 
after  a  voyage  of  seven  or  eight  weeks.  Their  first  settlement  was  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  two  children  were  born  to  them,  John  and  Christ. 
The  family  then  came  to  Milton  township,  settling  at  the  head  of  Eagle 
Valley,  where  the  father  bought  363  acres  of  wild  land.  Then,  erecting  a 
log  building,  he  began  pioneer  farming  with  an  ox  team  and  one  cow.  His 
market  and  source  of  supplies  was  at  Fountain  City,  to  which  he  drove 
with  oxen  or  walked.  In  time  abundant  improvements  were  made,  in¬ 
cluding  a  good  frame  granary  and  other  buildings,  and  the  family  became 
prosperous.  Both  parents  died  on  the  farm  after  being  in  comfortable 
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circumstances  for  a  number  of  years.  William  Smith,  Sr.,  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  helped  to  build  the  Catholic 
church  in  Glencoe  township.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten  children: 
John,  Christ,  Louis,  William,  Barbara,  Francis,  Phena,  Mary,  Catherine, 
and  one  unnamed,  who  died  in  infancy.  Catherine  is  also  deceased.  Will¬ 
iam  Smith,  Jr.,  acquired  an  elementary  education  in  the  district  school  in 
Eagle  Valley,  walking  the  distance  of  two  miles  each  way.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  went  to  Winona,  Minn.,  where  he  lived  for  five  years,  being  employed 
in  the  Hamilton  sawmill.  He  also  spent  one  fall  threshing  in  the  Dakotas. 
Then  returning  home,  he  bought  the  homestead  and  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  there  until  about  1912,  when  he  came  to  his  present  place  in  sections 
8,  5  and  6,  Glencoe  township,  where  he  has  130  acres  of  land.  Here  he 
has  built  three  barns,  one  46  by  80  feet,  another  26  by  40  feet,  and  the  third 
48  by  20  feet.  He  has  also  remodeled  the  house,  which  is  of  stone,  erected 
a  lean-to,  and  now  has  a  set  of  excellent  buildings.  He  is  breeding  good 
stock,  besides  raising  the  usual  crops,  and  is  conducting  a  profitable  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  in  Eagle  Valley.  In  re¬ 
ligion,  like  his  father,  he  is  a  Catholic.  Mr.  Smith  married  Josephine 
Rothing,  who  was  born  in  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county,  daughter 
of  William  and  Josephine  (Gruenwald)  Rothing,  her  father  being  a  native 
of  Germany  and  her  mother  of  Dubuque,  Iowa.  The  parents  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Waumandee  township,  where  Mr.  Rothing  settled  in  the  year  before 
(April,  1868).  Beginning  with  160  acres  of  land,  he  increased  his  hold¬ 
ings  in  time  to  500  acres,  and  from  a  pioneer  log  house  progressed  to  a  good 
modern  residence.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  helped 
to  build  the  brick  Catholic  church  in  Waumandee.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
65  years,  and  his  wife  at  that  of  57,  each  after  an  industrious  and  useful 
career,  during  which  time  they  reared  a  family  of  seven  daughters  and 
five  sons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Smith  have  three  children:  William, 
Mildred  and  Adolph. 

Reinhardt  W.  Eikamp,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  farms  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  is  doing  an 
extensive  business  as  dairyman  and  stock  raiser,  was  born  in  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  December  23, 1879.  His  parents  were  Wilke  J.  and  Rena 
(Winter)  Eikamp,  the  father  born  in  Holland,  July  26, 1830,  and  the  mother 
in  Leer,  Hanover,  Germany,  May  6,  1837.  Wilke  J.  Eikamp,  who  obtained 
a  good  education,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  locating  in  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  taking  a  homestead  at  Cochrane,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years.  He  and  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  Freeport,  Ill., 
then  moved  to  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  which  was  their  home  for  many 
years,  or  until  1891,  when  they  retired  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Coch¬ 
rane.  There  Mr.  Eikamp  died  October  25,  1903,  being  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  now  living.  The  record  is  as  follows:  Margaret,  born  June  9, 
1857;  Annadorthea,  born  January  28,  1859,  now  deceased;  Hinrika,  bom 
December  23,  1860,  also  deceased;  Henry,  bom  January  4,  1863;  John  and 
William  (twins),  bom  in  August,  1866,  both  now  deceased;  William  (sec¬ 
ond),  born  October  10,  1868;  Robert,  born  February  9,  1871.  deceased; 
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George,  born  February  16,  1873;  Lydia  A.,  born  October  25,  1877;  and 
Reinhardt  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  date  of  whose  nativity  has 
been  already  given.  Reinhardt  W.  Eikamp  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm 
in  Lincoln  township,  this  county.  He  attended  district  school  until  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  and  afterwards  the  graded  school  at  Cochrane,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  April  29,  1898.  In  the  same  year  he  took  a  teach¬ 
er's  examination  at  Alma,  and  received  a  third  grade  certificate  to  teach 
in  the  county.  That  same  summer  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Foun¬ 
tain  City,  and  then  began  teaching  in  his  home  district,  continuing  there 
for  two  terms.  Subsequently  he  taught  four  terms  at  Herold  and  then 
another  in  his  first  school.  He  now  changed  his  occupation,  becoming 
driver  on  mail  route  No.  1,  out  of  Cochrane,  and  holding  that  position  for 
eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  Mr.  Eikamp  moved  to  La  Crosse, 
where  he  worked  as  a  carpenter  for  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  Railroad.  In  1912  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  though  it  was  not  until  January  4,  1915,  that 
he  took  up  his  residence  on  it.  This  farm  contains  400  acres  of  land,  of 
which  200  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  in  woodland.  Mr. 
Eikamp  is  prosperously  engaged  in  general  farming,  giving  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  dairying  and  hog  raising.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  milch  cows.  His 
residence  of  eight  rooms  is  partly  of  frame  and  partly  of  stone  construc¬ 
tion.  Among  his  recent  improvements  are  a  new  bam  50  by  90  feet,  with 
stone  basement  and  a  silo.  Mr.  Eikamp  was  married,  August  3,  1905,  to 
Marie  M.  Bade,  who  was  born  in  Belvidere  township,  May  9,  1886,  daughter 
of  Herman  and  Marie  (Hilgert)  Bade.  Of  this  union  there  were  three 
children,  namely:  Roy  H.,  born  at  Cochrane,  July  26,  1906;  Lester  W., 
bom  at  Cochrane,  Oct.  17,  1910,  who  died  at  Scotland,  S.  D.,  August  4, 
1913;  and  Willard  William,  born  in  the  town  of  Belvidere,  July  23,  1915. 
Herman  Bade,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Eikamp,  was  born  at  Claushagen,  in  the 
province  of  Brandenburg,  Germany,  March  15,  1852.  After  residing  for 
some  time  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  he  moved  in  1892  to  Pierce,  Neb., 
returning  to  Wisconsin  in  February,  1900.  He  is  now  living  in  Cochrane, 
Buffalo  county.  He  first  married  Marie  Hilgert,  who  was  born  in  Chicago, 
Ill.,  August  27,  1859,  and  who  died  near  Randolph,  Neb.,  March  12,  1895. 
The  children  of  that  union  were  i  Emilie,  born  October  24,  1878,  now  re¬ 
siding  in  Nebraska;  Alvina,  who  died  when  eight  years  old;  Albert,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years ;  Malinda,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years ;  Marie  M.,  born  May  9,  1886,  now  Mrs.  R.  W.  Eikamp ;  Wilma, 
bom  August  12, 1888,  who  resides  in  Alma,  this  county ;  Anna,  bom  March 
3,  1890,  now  living  in  Nebraska ;  Carl,  bom  March  27,  1892,  who  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Chicago ;  and  Leona,  bom  February  26, 1895,  who  lives  in  Nebraska. 
Herman  Bade  married  for  his  second  wife  Bertha  Arndt,  of  which  union 
three  children  were  bora  and  are  now  living,  namely:  Esther,  bom  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1900;  Selma,  August  8,  1902,  and  Arnold,  September  10,  1904. 

John  F.  Kreher,  who  hy  enterprise  and  persevering  industry  accumu¬ 
lated  a  fair  competence  as  a  farmer  in  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county, 
and  is  now  living  retired  in  Arcadia,  was  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  March 
28, 1852,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Zech)  Kroher.  The  parents,  who  were 
farmers,  had  eight  children — John  F.,  Gustaf,  Charles,  Rudolph,  Augusta, 
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Alvina  and  Otillia.  The  three  first  mentioned  were  the  only  members  of 
the  family  to  come  to  the  United  States,  Gustaf  coming  first  and  John  F. 
and  Charles  following.  It  was  in  1876  that  John  F.  Kreher,  then  25  years 
old,  left  Germany,  headed  for  New  London,  Conn.  There  he  remained  until 
the  following  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  superior  opportunities  of  the 
West,  he  came  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  arriving  in  Glencoe  township, 
April  6.  For  two  years  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  Phillip  Swen.  Then, 
having  accumulated  some  money,  and  being  ready  to  begin  an  independent 
career,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  woodland  in  section  5,  Glencoe  town¬ 
ship.  On  August  23,  1878,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Arnold,  who  was  born 
in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  September  29,  1855,  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine 
(Ziegler)  Arnold.  On  beginning  domestic  life  Mr.  Kreher  built  a  small 
frame  house  and  granary  and  set  to  work  to  improve  the  place.  In  five 
years  he  sold  it  at  a  good  profit  and  bought  120  acres  in  section  4.  Later  he 
sold  forty  acres  of  his  farm  and  bought  another  tract  of  forty  acres  in  the 
same  section,  which  was  slightly  improved.  The  buildings,  however,  were 
of  little  use,  and  all  the  important  improvements  on  the  farm  were  made 
by  himself.  From  his  first  purchase,  when  he  started  with  an  ox  team, 
one  cow  and  a  couple  of  chickens,  up  to  the  time  of  his  final  retirement, 
Mr.  Kreher  worked  hard  and  advanced  in  prosperity,  improving  his  land 
and  erecting  good  buildings  as  they  were  needed,  until  he  found  himself  in 
possession  of  a  good  modern  farm.  In  1909  he  built  a  good  barn,  36  by  62 
feet  in  size,  with  basement.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  creamery  in  Glen¬ 
coe  township.  Mr.  Kreher  raised  good  stock,  in  addition  to  the'  usual  crops, 
and  while  he  continued  farming  conducted  a  profitable  business.  As  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  church  he  helped  to  build  the  church  edifice  of 
that  denomination  in  this  township.  He  als^  served  as  school  director 
and  for  two  years  was  a  member  of  the  town  board.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kreher  eight  children  were  born:  George,  October  31,  1879;  Lydia,  No¬ 
vember  20,  1881;  John  A.,  April  22,  1884;  Rudolph,  February  11,  1886; 
Jesse,  February  27,  1888;  Benjamin,  March  22,  1890;  Minnie,  November 
21, 1893 ;  and  Alvina,  December  22,  1896.  George,  who  married  Ella  Tars, 
has  one  child,  Edward.  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Buss,  of  Manitowoc 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  has  three  children,  Edward,  Gilbert  and  Adaline. 
John  A.  married  Nora  Servis,  and  in  1912  took  over  the  home  farm,  which 
he  is  operating  successfully,  making  a  specialty  of  raising  full-blooded 
Poland-China  swine.  Rudolph,  who  is  a  dentist  practicing  his  profession 
in  Mondovia,  married  Erna  Hahn,  and  has  one  child,  John  E.  Jesse  is 
residing  at  home.  Benjamin,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  Dodge  creamery, 
married  Helen  Provzinski  and  has  one  child,  Lorin.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
William  Burthold  and  has  one  child,  Erbert.  Alvina  is  an  operator  in  the 
Central  Telephone  office. 

Christian  H.  Christ,  a  well  known  and  respected  farmer  of  Montana 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  September  22,  1859,  son  of  Conrad  and 
Marguerite  (Florin)  Christ.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  the 
father  coming  to  this  country  in  the  fifties.  His  life  was  spent  in  farming, 
except  during  the  last  eight  years.  He  and  his  wife  had  twelve  children: 
Joseph,  Christian  H.,  Marguerite,  John,  Peter,  Mary,  Andrew,  Anna  and 
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Nicholas  (twins) ,  William,  Conrad  and  Sula.  Joseph  and  Andrew  are  now 
deceased,  as  also  are  both  the  parents.  Christian  H.  Christ  attended  school 
at  intervals  until  he  was  about  20  years  old,  his  hours  of  industry,  which 
were  many,  being  spent  in  helping  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  For 
several  years  he  spent  his  summers  in  the  West,  being  usually  at  home  in 
the  winter  time.  When  36  years  old  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  three  years,  and  then  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  in  section 
31,  Montana  township.  It  contains  275  acres,  of  which  about  100  acres 
are  cleared,  the  rest  being  in  woods  and  bottom  land.  Mr.  Christ  has  made 
important  improvements  on  the  place,  having  rebuilt  the  barn,  and  rebuilt 
or  erected  a  silo,  sheds,  corn  cribs,  and  other  necessary  structures.  His 
dwelling  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  brick-veneered  house,  and  his  farm  as  a 
whole  gives  indications  of  thrift  and  prosperity.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  dairying  and  stock  raising,  especially  the  raising  of  swine  for  the 
market.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Red  Polled  variety,  of  which  he  possesses  a 
full-blooded  sire.  Mr.  Christ  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Garden  Valley  Cream¬ 
ery  and  also  one  of  its  directors,  and  several  years  ago  he  was  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Christ  was  married  October  22,  1896, 
to  Cecelia  Flory,  who  was  born  November  9,  1872,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Florian  Flory,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Switzerland.  She  was  one 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  Flory,  John,  Cecelia,  Christiana,  Lizzie,  Anna, 
Kate,  Marguerite,  Jake,  Mary,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christ  are :  Conrad,  bom  November  9,  1897 ;  Florian,  born 
April  6, 1900;  and  John,  born  November  10,  1904,  all  of  whom  are  residing 
at  home. 

Carl  F.  Rutschow,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  thriving  and  productive 
farms  of  Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  located  in  section  3,  was  born 
in  Germany,  June  12, 1866,  son  of  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  (Benekie)  Rutschow. 
The  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1883,  locating  in  Alma  vil¬ 
lage,  this  county,  where  the  father  became  brewer  in  the  Alma  brewery. 
About  1900  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Seattle,  where  they  both  died.  Of 
the  fourteen  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Rutschow,  seven  are  now  living, 
namely:  Carl  F.,  Herman,  August,  William,  Minnie,  Anna  and  Lena.  Carl 
F.  Rutschow  until  reaching  the  age  of  34  years  spent  his  time  in  working 
for  others,  and  it  was  not  until  the  year  1900  that  he  began  his  independent 
career  as  a  farmer,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
then  containing  320  acres.  Of  this  he  sold  twenty  acres,  retaining  the  rest, 
and  now  has  150  acres  under  cultivation.  The  remainder  of  the  farm  con¬ 
sists  of  woodland  and  bluffs.  Aside  from  this  farm,  Mr.  Rutschow  in  1916 
bought  the  Carl  Leahn  farm  of  180  acres,  located  in  Gilmanton  and  Lincoln 
townships,  and  which  he  operates  together  with  his  own  farm.  Mr.  Rut¬ 
schow  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  giving  special  attention  to  dairying 
and  the  raising  of  swine.  In  1906  he  built  a  new  barn,  96  by  38  feet  in 
dimensions,  which  has  a  silo  connected  with  it.  His  present  modern  resi¬ 
dence  was  erected  in  1908.  Mr.  Rutschow  was  first  married  May  20,  1890, 
to  Josephine  Schaub,  by  whom  he  had  two  children :  Andrew,  born  June 
29, 1893,  and  Alfred,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1901  Mr.  Rutschow  married  for 
his  second  wife  Johanna  Leahn,  who  was  born  in  Gilmanton,  Buffalo  county, 
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Wisconsin,  October  25, 1883,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Bertha  (Schultz)  Leahn. 
Of  this  union  six  children  have  been  born :  Elda,  March  17,  1903 ;  Palma, 
February  22,  1905;  Walter,  November  2,  1909;  Norman,  August  11,  1911; 
Melvin,  August  4,  1914;  Charles,  September  23,  1917;  and  a  son  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Rutschow  and  his  family  attend  the  Methodist  church. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  farm  interests  above  mentioned,  he  is  part  owner  of  a  thresh¬ 
ing  outfit,  the  different  partners  in  which,  all  neighbors,  are  thereby  enabled 
to  do  their  own  threshing. 

Andrew  Brovold,  formerly  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  resident 
of  Naples  township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  operated  a  farm  and  devel¬ 
oped  sixty  acres  of  land,  was  a  native  of  Norway.  Emigrating  to  America, 
he  spent  his  first  three  years  on  this  continent  in  Canada.  In  1865  he 
came  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Big  Tamarack,  Trempealeau  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1869.  Then,  with  a  wagon  and  ox  team,  he  drove  to 
Buffalo  county,  and  in  the  same  year  homesteaded  forty  acres  of  land,  also 
buying  160  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Fifteen  Creek  Valley,  the  locality  being 
then  in  Mondovi  township  but  now  in  the  township  of  Naples.  On  this 
land,  which  was  all  wild,  he  built  a  small  log  house  and  began  the  strenuous 
work  of  developing  a  farm,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  his  wife  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ella  Hansen,  of  Tamarack,  Trempealeau  county, 
whom  he  married  March  18,  1869,  the  year  in  which  he  moved  to  Buffalo 
county.  Hard-working  and  persistent,  Mr.  Brovold  made  good  progress 
and  in  time  grubbed  and  cleared  sixty  acres  of  his  farm,  his  further  activi¬ 
ties  being  cut  short  by  his  death,  which  took  place  December  23, 1884.  He 
had,  however,  done  enough  to  prove  himself  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  race  to  which  he  belonged  and  a  useful  member  of  the  community  in 
which  he  had  cast  his  lot.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church  at  Norden,  and  his  influence  was  always  on  the  side  of 
religion,  morality  and  good  government.  His  political  principles  were  those 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Bertha,  born  December  26,  1869,  who  married  Andrew  Thoen  of 
Naples  township,  and  died  March  9,  1899 ;  Louisa,  born  September  27,  1871, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Gilbert  Stromon  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minn. ;  Anna,  born  March 
18,  1874,  who  married  Knute  K.  Brenn,  of  Naples  township,  and  died  in 
September,  1907;  Lena,  born  February  13,  1878,  now  Mrs.  John  Julson  of 
Naples  township;  Julia,  born  June  9,  1881,  and  now  residing  on  the  old 
homestead,  of  which  she  is  part  owner ;  and  Albert,  born  January  7,  1885. 
In  1916  Albert  and  Julia  purchased  the  original  eighty  acres  of  the  home 
farm,  and  together  work  the  balance  of  120  acres  as  partners.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Mary  Brovold,  remarried  after  Mr.  Brovold’s  death  and  is  now  living 
on  the  farm.  It  is  located  eight  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Mondovi 
City,  the  soil  being  rich  and  productive,  and  the  brother  and  sister  who  now 
own  it  are  carrying  on  a  profitable  general  farming  and  dairying  business. 

Charles  Jacob  Story,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Canton 
township,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  is  conducting  a  good  farming  business, 
was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  in  sections  7  and  18,  October 
30,  1884,  son  of  Ira  Samuel  and  Augusta  Story.  The  father  was  a  native 
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of  New  York  State,  and  the  family  name  was  formerly  spelled  “Storey,” 
but  has  since  been  abbreviated  to  its  present  form.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Germany  in  1852,  and  with  her  husband  located  in 
Canton  township,  securing  a  tract  of  184  acres,  of  which  a  few  acres  were 
already  cleared.  There  was  also  a  log  building  on  the  place.  Here  Ira  S. 
Story  made  his  home  until  his  death,  April  3,  1897.  His  wife,  who  survived 
him,  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Charles  Jacob  Story,  who  was 
the  only  child  of  his  parents,  acquired  a  district  school  education  and  was 
trained  to  farm  work  by  his  father.  He  has  always  remained  on  the  home 
place,  of  which  he  finally  became  proprietor,  and  on  which  he  has  made 
valuable  improvements.  As  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  has  had 
a  successful  career  and  is  recognized  as  an  enterprising  and  progressive 
citizen.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Tarrant  Co-operative  Creamery  and  in 
the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company,  and  has  served  as  school  treasurer  for 
ten  or  eleven  years. 

David  J.  Davis,  pioneer  of  Buffalo  county,  early  surveyor  and  farmer, 
and  in  his  day  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  county,  was  a  native  of 
Wales,  in  which  country  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Jeffers,  both  being 
then  quite  young.  A  civil  engineer  by  profession,  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1828,  he  became  connected  with  the  coal  mining  industry,  residing 
for  some  time  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania.  After  being  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  superintendent  of  coal  mines,  he  was  sent  by  a  New  York 
company  to  open  a  coal  mine  in  West  Virginia  and  from  that  state  came  in 
1855  to  Wisconsin,  being  joined  in  the  same  year  by  two  of  his  sons,  Phillip 
and  James,  the  mother  with  the  two  other  sons,  Henry  and  Thomas,  coming 
in  the  following  spring.  Here  Mr.  Davis  found  a  good  field  for  the  exercise 
of  his  talent  as  a  surveyor,  and  in  the  course  of  time  surveyed  a  consider¬ 
able  part  of  Buffalo  county,  especially  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fountain 
City  and  Alma  and  the  roads  of  Glencoe  township.  In  this  township  he 
located  a  tract  of  120  acres  of  land,  all  prairie  and  stumps,  and  without 
buildings.  On  it  he  erected  a  log  house,  14  by  15  feet  in  size,  and  a  log 
stable,  and  began  the  work  of  improvement,  being  assisted  by  his  sons. 
In  the  following  spring  the  family  got  a  cow.  From  that  beginning  he 
made  steady  progress  in  prosperity,  his  sons  operating  the  farm  while  he 
was  away  surveying.  A  man  of  great  public  spirit,  he  took  a  special  inter¬ 
est  in  the  construction  of  roads,  and  to  advance  that  work  in  the  county 
often  made  the  surveys  for  nothing.  He  also  donated  liberally  to  the 
different  churches  in  the  township.  As  a  member  of  the  school  board  he 
rendered  good  service,  and  he  was  the  first  treasurer  of  Glencoe  township, 
though  without  seeking  the  office,  accepting  it  only  when  urged  to  serve. 
He  was  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  organization  known  as  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  donated  land  for  the  old  Grange  hall,  which  was  built  on 
his  farm.  Few  men,  if  any,  were  more  highly  esteemed,  or  better  deserved 
the  respect  of  the  citizens  of  the  community.  Both  he  and  his  wife  lived 
to  a  venerable  age,  each  passing  away  when  about  86  years  old,  his  death 
occurring  November  7, 1888.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  two  of  the  sons, 
James  and  William,  enlisted,  and  the  latter  was  killed  at  Roanoke,  Va. 
After  the  war  Henry  went  west.  Then  James  and  Thomas  conducted  the 
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farm  together  for  some  eight  years,  after  which  it  was  taken  over  by  the 
latter,  who  is  the  present  proprietor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children  as  follows:  David,  born  August  3,  1829 ;  Elizabeth,  April  14, 
1831;  William,  March  31,  1834;  Mariam,  January  19,  1836;  Ann,  April  7, 
1838 ;  Philip,  February  17,  1840 ;  Manuel,  January  22,  1842 ;  James,  October 
7, 1844;  Henry,  August  24,  1846,  and  Thomas,  January  1,  1850. 

Thomas  Davis,  proprietor  of  the  old  pioneer  homestead  in  Glencoe 
township,  known  as  the  Davis  Corner  Farm,  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  January  1,  1850,  son  of  David  J.  and  Margaret  (Jeffers) 
Davis.  Being  a  young  child  when  he  came  to  this  township,  he  attended 
the  district  school  here  and  later  helped  to  develop  the  home  farm.  Since 
taking  it  over  he  has  made  some  important  improvements,  having  erected 
a  new  set  of  buildings.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  Shropshire  sheep,  the 
flock  having  been  started  by  his  father  in  his  latter  years;  and  his  other 
stock  is  also  of  good  grade.  He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  members  of 
the  old  Grange,  which  he  is  serving  as  secretary,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Building  Association.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Davis  has  served  in  public 
office,  taking  an  active  and  interested  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  township. 
His  position  as  a  prosperous  farmer  and  public  spirited  citizen  is  well  estab¬ 
lished  and  he  is  always  willing  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence  to  a  worthy 
cause.  Mr.  Davis  was  married,  May  20,  1872,  to  Agnes  Burns,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland,  January  1,  1855,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Burns. 
Her  father  died  in  Scotland  and  she  subsequently  came  to  this  country  with 
an  uncle,  locating  in  Buffalo  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had  eleven 
children,  as  follows:  George  M.,  born  October  19,  1873,  now  residing  in 
Montana;  Margaret  A.,  born  April  8,  1876,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lester  Pike 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  and  has  three  children,  Cecil,  Florence  and  Dorothy; 
David  J.,  born  April  2,  1878,  who  was  named  for  his  grandfather,  and  is 
now  ^’ceased;  Florence  M.,  born  June  20,  1879,  and  now  Mrs.  Thomas 
Bennett  of  Montana,  whose  only  child,  Zelda,  married  Milton  McKnight, 
and  has  one  child ;  Grace  E.,  born  in  1880,  residing  at  home ;  James  P.,  born 
May  20,  1881,  now  a  resident  of  Montana;  Henry  S.,  born  August  10,  1882, 
who  is  a  barber  in  Montana,  is  married  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy ;  Agnes 
B.,  born  March  28,  1885,  who  is  the  wife  of  Floyd  Grote  of  Montana ;  Annie, 
born  April  14,  1886;  Alice  D.,  born  March  16,  1887,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Orr,  of  Waukon,  Iowa;  Harrison  B.,  born  November  14,  1888,  who 
is  residing  at  home;  Roscoe  E.,  born  February  1,  1893,  now  in  the  United 
States’  service;  Tillie  C.,  born  August  28,  1890;  Thomas  W.,  the  date  of 
whose  birth  is  not  known;  and  Lenora,  born  December  23,  1897,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Waukon,  Wis. 

John  Jacob  Moham,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Glencoe  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1848  on  a  sailing  vessel.  '  Landing  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  sixty-five  days, 
and  rejoiced  once  more  to  set  foot  on  terra  firma,  he  struck  out  for  the 
great  Northwest,  coming  to  a  halt  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.  After  no  long  stay 
there  he  moved  to  Sauk  county,  where  he  met  and  married  Osenia  Can- 
dientz,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  had  come  to 
America  in  1852.  In  1856  he  came  to  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county. 
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taking  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  sections  6  and  7,  where  he  built  a  log 
house.  In  this  he  and  his  wife  took  up  their  abode  two  years  later,  begin¬ 
ning  domestic  life  with  an  ox  team  and  a  cow.  Their  residence  on  that 
farm  lasted  until  1878,  and  there  two  sons  wrere  born  to  them,  John  and 
Leonard.  From  1878  to  1880  the  family  lived  in  Fountain  City,  after 
which  Mr.  Moham  bought  a  farm  in  Buffalo  township,  which  he  operated 
for  four  or  five  years.  Then  selling  out,  he  i*emoved  to  Waumandee  town¬ 
ship,  taking  an  improved  farm  of  200  acres.  In  1901  he  sold  that  place 
also  and  bought  360  acres  in  section  8,  Glencoe  township,  and  80  acres  in 
section  5,  in  the  same  township.  Mr.  Moham  never  resided  on  his  new 
purchase,  however,  as  before  he  was  ready  to  move  death  called  him,  and 
he  passed  away  in  1901,  at  the  age  of  75  years,  seven  months  and  some 
days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  His  wife  died  in  Buf¬ 
falo  township  at  the  age  of  51  years. 

John  Moham,  who  with  his  brother  Leonard  is  engaged  in  operating 
the  Moham  farm  in  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  a  log 
house  in  section  5,  this  township,  December  25,  1859,  son  of  John  Jacob 
and  Osenia  (Candientz)  Moham.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school — a  log  structure — and  at  Fountain  City,  where  he  attended 
school  two  winters,  but  he  had  to  begin  industrial  life  at  an  early  age,  work¬ 
ing  on  the  home  farm  on  which  his  father  had  settled  in  1856.  The  valley 
in  which  the  farm  lies  is  known  as  Moham  Valley,  being  named  after  John 
Jacob  Moham,  who  was  the  first  settler  in  it.  The  farm  is  well  improved, 
and  under  the  efficient  management  of  the  Moham  brothers,  John  and 
Leonard,  yields  good  financial  returns.  They  raise  good  sheep  and  other 
stock,  besides  the  usual  crops,  and  the  buildings  and  machinery  on  the  place 
are  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  modern  farming.  John  Moham  also 
holds  the  office  of  pathmaster  in  the  township. 

Ole  K.  Lee,  a  pioneer  of  Dover  township,  Buffalo  county,  who  is  still 
living  here,  was  born  in  Norway,  August  13,  1835,  and  there  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  married.  With  his  wife  Oler  and  their  six  children — Martin, 
Knute,  Anton,  Andrew,  Betsey  and  Mary — he  set  out  for  the  United  States, 
and,  with  true  pioneer  instinct,  or,  it  may  be,  with  previous  knowledge  of 
existing  conditions,  came  west  to  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Lee’s 
design  was  to  establish  a  home  and  wrest  a  living  from  the  soil,  and  having 
little  or  no  money,  he  soon  became  convinced  that  a  location  farther  to  the 
northwest  was  desirable  as  affording  better  opportunities  for  obtaining  free 
or  cheap  land.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Buffalo  county  to  look  over  the 
ground,  and,  being  satisfied  with  the  prospects,  secured  a  tract  of  wild 
land  in  section  9,  Dover  township.  Here  he  built  a  log  shack,  to  which  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  brought  his  family  with  their  household  pos¬ 
sessions.  He  had  nothing  but  his  hands  with  which  to  make  a  beginning 
and  had  to  carry  provisions  on  his  back  from  Alma.  It  was  two  years 
before  he  got  an  ox  team,  though  he  was  able  to  get  a  cow  the  first  year. 
The  money  to  pay  for  the  latter  he  earned  by  grubbing  for  a  neighbor. 
Thus  a  part  of  his  time  at  first  was  spent  in  working  for  others,  as  was  the 
case  with  most  of  the  pioneers  in  this  region,  but  in  spite  of  a  slow  start 
he  made  progress,  which  was  gradually  accelerated  until  he  found  himself 
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the  owner  of  a  fine  farm.  Here  he  has  since  resided  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township.  At  various  times  he  has 
held  office  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  which  he  helped  to  estab¬ 
lish.  Mr.  Lee’s  first  wife,  Oler,  died  at  the  age  of  67  years,  and  he  subse¬ 
quently  married  Mrs.  Hans  Olson,  a  widow.  His  children  are  all  of  the 
first  marriage. 

Martin  Lee,  a  farmer  on  the  old  Lee  homestead  in  section  9,  Dover 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  1,  1865,  son  of  Ole  K. 
and  Oler  Lee.  His  school  days  were  limited  in  extent  but  were  spent  in  this 
township,  and  at  an  early  age  he  began  to  make  himself  useful  on  the  home 
farm.  Here  he  has  always  remained,  and  has  assisted  greatly  in  its  devel¬ 
opment,  among  other  things  having  erected  a  good  frame  residence.  He 
was  a  shareholder  in  the  old  cheese  factory  and  also  took  shares  in  the 
creamery  when  it  started,  having  always  believed  in  encouraging  home 
industries.  He  now  has  the  active  management  of  the  farm  in  his  hands 
and  is  raising  good  stock  and  making  the  place  yield  satisfactory  financial 
returns.  He  is  a  member  and  has  been  an  officer  in  the  Norwegian  Lu¬ 
theran  church.  Mr.  Lee  married  Anna  Larson,  a  native  of  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  five  children:  Elmer,  Christ,  Emma, 
Oscar  and  Tilda. 

John  Spehn,  a  well-known  and  respected  citizen  of  Fountain  City, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  farm  implement  business,  was  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  Wisconsin,  Feb.  15,  1848,  son  of  Severin  and  Verena  (Brug- 
ger)  Spehn.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  when  young  people,  the  father  in  1845  and  the  mother  in  1846. 
They  were  married  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Severin  Spehn 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1854  they  came  to  Buffalo  county,  buying  260 
acres  of  government  land  in  Cross  township,  where  they  established  a 
home,  building  a  small  log  house,  14  by  16  feet  in  size.  Later  Mr.  Spehn 
built  a  frame  house  and  other  farm  buildings,  clearing  the  land  and  farm¬ 
ing  there  until  1889,  when  he  retired.  His  death  occurred  in  1902,  and 
that  of  his  wife  in  1907.  They  had  a  family  of  13  children:  John,  Fred- 
ericka,  George,  Mary,  Fred,  Rosa,  Lizzie,  Emma,  Sophia,  Christine,  Jacob, 
Verena  and  Paulina.  John  Spehn  was  a  child  of  four  years  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Buffalo  county  in  1854.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  farm 
in  Cross  township,  attended  the  district  school  in  boyhood,  and  farmed 
with  his  father  until  he  was  29  years  old,  when  he  married.  In  1875  he 
bought  160  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  had  built  a  residence 
for  himself  and  wife.  There  he  remained  until  1885,  when  he  moved  to 
Fountain  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  as  proprietor  of 
the  Central  House.  In  that  business  he  was  engaged  for  15  years,  or  until 
1900,  when  he  entered  into  his  present  business  as  a  dealer  in  farm  imple¬ 
ments.  While  living  on  his  farm  Mr.  Spehn  served  two  years  as  assessor 
and  two  years  as  town  treasurer,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  town  he  has  served  twelve  years 
as  assessor  and  still  holds  that  office.  He  owns  a  nice  home  on  the  corner 
of  Jefferson  and  North  streets.  Mr.  Spehn  was  married  Jan.  31,  1877, 
to  Clara  Arenz,  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  April  29,  1848,  and  who  came 
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*•>  America  in  1855  with  her  parents,  Mathias  and  Helena  (Gralen)  Arenz, 

family  locating  in  Fountain  City,  this  county.  Mr.  Arenz  was  a  nail- 
,uth  by  trade,  but  here  he  operated  a  lime  kiln  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
•  in  Milton  township  until  1877.  After  that  he  resided  with  the  subject 
this  sketch  until  he  was  accidentally  killed  in  1887.  His  wife  died  in 
1857.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  Angeline,  Lizzie,  Theodore,  Nicholas, 
Clara,  Theodore  (second)  and  Hubert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spehn  have  had  seven 
children:  Lizzie,  Helen,  William,  Christina,  John,  George  and  Robert,  of 
whom  Robert  is  now  deceased.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  of  St.  Joseph’s  Society. 

Herman  G.  Heck,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Modena  township, 
Buffalo  county,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  July 
1,  1863,  son  of  August  and  Wilhelmina  (Lucen)  Heck.  The  parents,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany,  were  married  in  that  country  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1860  with  three  children,  Emelia,  August  and  Louis.  The 
voyage  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  took  nine  weeks.  The  father  had 
been  a  tailor  in  Germany,  but  on  arriving  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
he  took  up  farming  as  a  manager,  residing  there  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  and  his  family  then  drove  with  an  ox  team  to  Buffalo  county,  settling 
in  the  township  of  Canton,  where  he  got  120  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  later 
added  160  more.  Like  most  of  the  early  settlers,  he  had  to  build  a  log 
house  for  his  first  dwelling.  There  he  lived  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  which 
was  prolonged  to  the  advanced  age  of  90  years.  He  was  a  Lutheran  in 
religious  faith  and  a  director  of  his  church  fgr  some  years.  The  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife  in  the  United  States  were  Herman  G.,  Adolph, 
William,  Bertha,  Hulda,  Gusta,  Pauline  and  John.  Herman  G.  Heck  in 
his  boyhood  attehded  the  district  school,  but  his  education  was  limited, 
as  he  had  to  make  himself  useful  on  his  parents’  farm  at  an  early  age. 
When  21  years  old  he  left  home  and  worked  out  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  24  was  married  to  Ida  Pfund,  daughter  of  Adolph  Pfund. 
For  five  years  after  his  marriage  he  rented  his  father-in-law’s  farm  and 
then  bought  his  present  farm  of  134  acres  in  Modena  township,  which  at 
the  time  he  took  possession  was  partially  improved.  In  1910  he  rebuilt 
the  house,  and  he  has  also  erected  a  new  barn  and  set  out  a  fine  grove  of 
pine  trees,  his  place  being  now  in  excellent  condition.  Besides  being  en¬ 
gaged  successfully  in  the  raising  of  graded  Jersey  cattle  and  other  good 
stock,  he  is  a  shareholder  in  the  creamery  at  Modena,  which  he  helped 
to  organize  and  of  which  he  was  for  16  years  one  of  its  vice  presidents  and 
a  director.  He  has  held  office  on  the  district  school  board  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  was  treasurer  of  the  Lutheran  church.  One  of  the  substantial 
and  reliable  citizens  of  his  township,  he  is  a  man  well  known  and  respected. 
His  family  numbers  eleven  children:  Tobia,  postmistress  at  Modena; 
Watomer,' who  b  married  and  resides  in  Buffalo  county;  Herbert,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Marathon  county ;  and  Freda,  Alma,  a  graduate  nurse ; 
William,  Helen,  Marcus,  Paul,  Raymond  and  Gerald. 

Stephen  Baures,  a  retired  agriculturist,  now  residing  at  Fountain 
City,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  the  farm  of  his  parents 
in  Cross  township,  Feb.  15,  1866,  the  father,  John  Baures,  being  a  pioneer 
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of  that  locality.  When  Stephen  was  16  years  old  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  town,  the  latter  taking  up  his  residence  here.  He  had  had  little 
chance  to  get  an  education,  and  was  obliged  to  become  industrially  active. 
For  one  year  he  worked  on  the  railroad  as  section  hand.  Afterwards  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  and  otherwise  until  reaching  the  age  of  21, 
when  he  took  over  his  father’s  original  homestead  in  Cross  township,  on 
which  the  old  pioneer  log  house  is  still  standing.  His  father  and  mother 
resided  with  him  for  one  year,  and  he  was  then  married,  Feb.  26,  1888, 
to  Lizzie  Duellman,  a  native  of  Cross  township,  and  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Wilhelmina  (Biddeger)  Duellman.  After  that  for  32  years  Mr.  Baures 
continued  farming.  He  bought  80  acres  more  land,  erected  good  buildings, 
and  kept  up  the  work  of  clearing  until  he  had  100  acres  under  the  plow.  He 
then  rented  the  place  to  his  sons  Emil  and  Edward  and  moved  to  Fountain 
City,  where  he  bought  his  present  home,  which  was  once  owned  by  his 
wife’s  parents.  In  the  fall  of  1917  he  bought  a  farm  of  200  acres,  known 
as  the  John  Hill  Farm,  in  Cross  township,  for  $15,000,  for  his  son  Edward. 
Mr.  Baures  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Fountain  City  creamery.  While  resid¬ 
ing  in  Cross  township,  he  held  office  on  the  town  side  board.  A  Catholic 
in  religious  faith,  he  helped  to  build  the  church  edifice  and  priest’s  house 
of  his  parish,  and  is  now  janitor  of  the  church,  school  and  cemetery.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children :  Emil,  born  May  14,  1892,  who 
now  owns  the  home  farm  and  who  married  Agnes  Siebenaler*  Edward, 
bom  Sept.  7,  1896 ;  now  owner  of  the  farm  previously  mentioned  in  Cross 
township  and  who  married  Emma  Wolf;  Martha,  born  March  1,  1902; 
Verna,  bom  Aug.  5,  1907 ;  and  Bertha,  bom  July  12,  1913. 

Edward  J.  Ruplinger,  cashier  of  the  Mcn.Jovi  State  Bank,  of  Mondovi, 
Wis.,  was  born  at  West  Bend,  Wis.,  Dec.  13,  1884,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
(Ritger)  Ruplinger.  The  father,  bom  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin, 
July  22,  1850,  removed  in  1885  to  Hewitt,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  was  proprietor  of  heading  and  stave  factories  until 
November,  1899.  He  then  removed  to  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  and  until 
1906  conducted  a  general  mercantile  and  implement  business,  subsequently 
going  to  Orleans,  Neb.,  where  he  is  now  residing  and  is  a  land  owner. 
His  wife  Mary  was  born  in  New  York  State,  May  19,  1848. 

Edward  J.  Ruplinger  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  and 
parochial  schools,  supplementing  it  with  commercial  courses,  including 
typewriting.  Thus  equipped,  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  his  father’s  stores 
at  various  places,  and  later  for  about  a  year  followed  the  printing  business 
in  Mondovi.  After  that  he  was  for  some  time,  up  to  July,  1905,  telegraph 
operator  and  assistant  railroad  agent,  and  then  became  assistant  cashier  of 
the  Buffalo  County  Bank  here.  Promoted  to  the  position  of  cashier  in 
January,  1908,  he  has  since  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity,  and  is  also 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  He  has  proved  himself  efficient  and 
obliging,  and  is  popular  with  the  patrons  of  the  bank,  which  is  a  thriving 
institution.  Mr.  Ruplinger  is  also  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Mondovi 
Canning  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  active  factors  in  the  business  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  city.  From  1912  to  1918  he  served  as  city  treasurer,  and 
for  four  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Catholic  church  here.  He  was 
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married,  June  5,  1906,  to  Emma  F.  Lehmann,  of  Mondovi,  who  was  bom 
in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  March  23,  1885,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Louise  (Zimmerman)  Lehmann.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer, 
is  now  deceased,  but  her  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Mondovi,  being 
now  77  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruplinger  have  had  two  children:  Doug¬ 
lass,  born  Nov.  6,  1909,  who  died  Nov.  12,  1909 ;  and  Vincent  Edward,  born 
Nov.  2,  1912. 

Charles  Benjamin,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother  Arthur  in  the 
ownership  and  operation  of  a  farm  of  320  acres  in  sections  7,  8  and  18, 
Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Cascade  Valley,  this  county, 
June  19,  1885,  son  of  Peter  and  Olina  Benjamin.  He  was  the  second  born 
child  in  a  family  of  eight  and  was  reared  on  the  homestead,  attending  the 
Burnside  school.  Remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  about  1907,  he  then 
went  to  work  for  an  uncle,  Ever  Johnson,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
for  about  four  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  his  present  loca¬ 
tion,  and  with  his  brother  Arthur  purchasing  the  farm  they  now  own  and 
operate  together.  The  place  is  well  equipped  with  good  buildings,  some  of 
the  more  valuable  improvements  having  been  made  by  the  two  brothers. 
As  general  farmers  and  stock  raisers  they  are  doing  a  successful  business, 
and  are  shareholders  in  the  Farmers’  Terminal  Packing  Company  of  New¬ 
port,  near  South  St.  Paul.  Arthur  is  at  present  serving  as  a  director  on  the 
district  school  board. 

Joseph  Erwin  Ward,  in  former  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Lima 
township,  Pepin  county,  who  was  also  the  owner  of  a  considerable  tract  of 
land  in  the  adjoining  township  of  Canton,  Buffalo  county,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  but  left  his  early  home  when  a  boy  and  come  to  Wisconsin, 
settling  at  Brodhead  in  Green  county,  whence  in  1852  he  came  to  Pepin 
county  with  a  party  of  surveyors  who  proceeded  on  their  way  to  survey 
lands  on  the  sites  of  the  present  cities  of  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  Mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  section  32,  Lima  township,  Mr.  Ward  homesteaded  a  large 
tract  of  land  just  across  the  county  line  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo 
county,  most  of  which  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  John  P.  Ward.  He  built 
the  first  frame  house  in  this  vicinity,  and  his  wife  taught  the  first  school, 
making  use  of  her  residence  as  a  schoolhouse  until  a  building  was  erected 
for  the  purpose.  She  received  a  certain  amount  for  each  pupil,  but  was 
obliged  to  take  a  part  of  her  pay  in  corn  and  other  merchandise.  In  the 
meanwhile  Mr.  Ward  spent  his  time  in  clearing  and  developing  his  land,  a 
task  of  considerable  magnitude,  but  in  which  in  time  he  made  good  prog¬ 
ress.  Thus  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  and  finally  passed  away.  Though 
he  never  had  any  ambition  for  public  office,  he  occasionally  yielded  to  the 
desire  of  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  served  on  the  county  board  and 
in  other  official  positions  when  his  services  were  needed.  Mr.  Ward  mar¬ 
ried  Esther  Plumer,  who  is  also  now  deceased.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  Nathaniel  P. 

Nathaniel  P.  Ward.  On  Feb.  16, 1916,  there  passed  away  at  his  home 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county.  Nathaniel  P.  Ward  was  born  on  his  parents'  farm  in  section 
32,  this  township,  Nov.  22,  1861,  son  of  Joseph  Erwin  and  Esther  (Plumer) 
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Ward,  and  was  therefore  but  little  past  the  meridian  of  life  when  death 
called  him  away  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors.  He  acquired  a  bet¬ 
ter  education  than  most  farmers’  sons  in  early  days  were  able  to  secure, 
attending  school  at  Averill  and  the  River  Falls  Normal  School.  After  the 
age  of  13,  however,  his  studies  were  intermittent,  as  he  was  obliged  to 
work  on  the  home  farm  during  the  summers  up  to  the  age  of  21,  but  his 
school  attendance  was  continued  during  the  winter  months  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  19  years.  He  also  worked  the  farm  for  two  years  after 
his  marriage.  At  the  age  of  23  he  bought  the  Nelson  Sabins  farm,  which 
was  the  first  land  taken  up  from  the  government  in  Lima  township,  and  on 
it  he  subsequently  installed  all  the  modern  improvements.  It  contains  135 
acres  and  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Durand-Mondovi  road.  In  addition 
to  this  property  he  owned  the  farm  of  220  acres  where  his  wife’s  parents 
lived,  and  also  160  acres  near  Brookings,  S.  D.  Mr.  Ward  was  a  very 
active  man,  not  only  giving  close  attention  to  his  own  business,  in  which 
he  achieved  a  gratifying  success,  but  also  taking  a  warm  interest  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  especially  those  connected  with  the  township  and  county  in 
which  he  resided.  He  remained  thus  active  until  April,  1914,  nearly  three 
years  before  his  death,  when  he  practically  retired,  having  urgent  need 
of  rest.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store,  the 
Inter-County  Telephone  Company  and  the  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Tar¬ 
rant.  Though  not  a  member,  he  attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Bear  Creek.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  On  March  28,  1883,  Mr. 
Ward  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sophia  Newton,  who  was  born  in 
Durand,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Rowland  H.  and  Annis  (Williams)  Newton. 
She  was  educated  in  a  district  school,  which  she  attended  up  to  the  age 
of  14  years,  and  in  the  high  school  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  now  residing 
on  the  farm  left  by  her  husband,  which  is  now  owned  by  her  son  Joseph 
Erwin  in  section  33,  Lima  township.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross 
Association  at  Durand  and  is  a  lady  who  stands  high  in  social  circles  in  this 
locality.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  P.  Ward  four  children  were  born: 
Florence  W.,  Nathaniel  P.,  Jr.,  Joseph  Erwin  and  Adelaide  Mary.  Florence 
W.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Watters,  connected  with  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Denver,  Colo.  Nathaniel  P.,  Jr.,  is  now  residing  in  the  house  built 
by  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Erwin  Ward,  the  first  frame  house  erected  in 
Lima  township,  and  where  his  father,  Nathaniel  P.  Ward,  was  born. 
Joseph  Erwin  is  engaged  in  farming  the  old  homestead,  on  which  his 
mother  resides.  Adelaide  Mary  is  a  pupil  in  the  Eau  Claire  Normal  School. 

Rowland  H.  Newton,  an  early  settler  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo 
county,  where  he  resided  for  over  half  a  century,  was  born  in  Catteraugus 
county,  New  York,  and  in  early  manhood  followed  the  printer’s  trade  in 
Warren  and  Ravenna,  Ohio.  On  account  of  his  health  he  finally  gave  up 
that  occupation  and  in  October,  1861,  came  west  to  Durand,  Wis.  There 
he  remained  during  the  following  winter.  He  then  rented  a  farm  in  Lima 
township,  Pepin  county,  but  operated  it  only  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  buying  the  farm  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  upon  which 
he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  November,  1914.  Be¬ 
sides  cultivating  and  improving  his  place,  a  task  to  which  he  devoted  many 
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years,  he  at  times  served  on  his  district  school  board  and  in  other  local 
offices.  Mr.  Newton  married  Annis  Williams,  who  is  still  residing  on  the 
farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  the  sons  of  N.  P.  Ward. 

Nathaniel  P.  Ward,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  old  Ward  home  farm  in 
section  6,  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  section  32,  Lima 
township,  Pepin  county,  Jan.  19,  1890,  son  of  Nathaniel  P.,  Sr.,  and  Sophia 
(Newton)  Ward.  In  his  youth  he  attended  district  school  No.  7  in  Lima 
township  and  also  the  Durand  high  school.  Until  reaching  the  age  of  21 
years  he  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  was 
then  married,  Feb.  28,  1911,  to  Winifred  E.  Plummer,  daughter  of  William 
E.  and  Rose  (Oesterreicher)  Plummer.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Durand,  Pepin  county,  in  1861,  is  now  county  attorney  of  Pepin  county. 
Her  mother  was  born  in  Austria  in  1872.  The  family  is  one  of  high 
standing  in  Pepin  county,  William  E.  Plummer  being  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  popular  citizens  in  the  county.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ward 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  of  which  he  is  now  the  pro¬ 
prietor.  The  farm  contains  200  acres,  of  which  25  acres  lie  in  Pepin  county 
and  the  rest  in  Buffalo  county,  his  residence  being  on  the  Buffalo  county 
side.  The  county  line  runs  through  his  yard.  Mr.  Ward  devotes  his  time 
to  the  operation  and  improvement  of  his  farm,  which  is  a  fine  piece  of  agri¬ 
cultural  property,  well  kept  and  with  substantial  buildings.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Tarrant  Co-operative  Creamery  and  in  the  Inter-County 
Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  has  never  aspired 
to  public  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons  at  Durand, 
having  recorded  his  E.  P.  degree.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  con¬ 
sists  of  three  children:  Nathaniel  Plummer,  born  Feb  29,  1912;  William 
Plummer,  born  Dec.  12,  1913;  and  Florence  Emily,  born  April  19,  1915. 

Ferdinand  Brunner,  an  extensive  land  owner  in  Lima  township,  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  section  4,  was  born  in  Austria,  May  22, 
1854,  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Bauer)  Brunner,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  country.  The  father  was  born  in  1818  and  his  wife  in  1815.  They 
were  well  advanced  in  middle  life  when  they  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1872,  locating  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  Frank  Brunner  bought 
a  small  farm.  In  time  he  became  a  large  land  owner  and  achieved  success 
as  a  farmer,  becoming  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  attained  to  advanced  age,  the  latter  dying  first  in 
1905,  and  Mr.  Brunner  in  1908.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children.  Fer¬ 
dinand  Brunner,  who  was  the  seventh  born  child,  attended  school  in  Aus¬ 
tria,  accompanied  his  parents  to  America  and  resided  with  them  until  he 
was  30  years  of  age,  or  until  about  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself  in  section  4,  Lima  township,  beginning 
with  120  acres.  After  residing  on  that  farm  for  23  years,  during  which 
time  he  made  good  progress  on  the  road  to  prosperity,  he  moved  to  his 
present  location,  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns 
another  tract  of  40  acres  in  this  township  and  has  30  acres  of  woodland 
on  “the  island.”  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone 
Company.  Mr.  Brunner  has  been  school  treasurer  for  nine  years,  and 
is  independent  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
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at  Lima.  On  Jan.  27,  1885,  Mr.  Brunner  was  married  to  Mary  Webber, 
who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Wesenbeck)  Web¬ 
ber,  the  parents  being  also  natives  of  that  country.  Coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1881,  they  located  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  on 
which  Mr.  Webber  died  in  1891,  and  his  wife  in  1910.  He  had  served  in  the 
Austrian  army,  and  was  a  man  of  industrious  habits  and  a  prosperous 
farmer.  The  Webber  family  was  a  large  one,  the  daughter  Mary  (Mrs. 
Brunner)  being  one  of  the  older  children.  She  acquired  her  education  in 
Austria.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferdinand  Brunner  were  born  the  following 
children:  Dora,  who  died  as  the  result  of  being  accidentally  shot  when  19 
years  of  age;  Ferdinand,  Jr.,  a  farmer  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Lima  town¬ 
ship;  Mary,  wife  of  Rufus  Youngwitt,  residing  in  Dunn  county,  not  far 
from  his  father’s  farm ;  Agnes,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Agnes,  second,  wife 
of  Carl  Zeidinger,  l’esiding  in  Dunn  county,  near  Eau  Galle;  Andrew,  who 
lives  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm;  Rosa,  wife  of  Joseph  Zeidinger, 
residing  near  the  church  in  Lima  township ;  and  Leo,  Frank  and  Wilhelm, 
living  on  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Mary  Brunner,  the  mother  of  the  above 
mentioned  children,  died  March  7,  1910.  Mr.  Brunner  belongs  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  He  has  attained  a  comfortable  position  in  life 
through  his  own  industry  and  is  a  man  who  stands  high  in  the  regard 
of  his  neighbors. 

John  Anibas,  a  general  farmer  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  oper¬ 
ating  126  acres  in  section  26,  was  born  in  Austria,  June  23,  1865,  son  of 
Anton  and  Johanna  (Ibel)  Anibas.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1892,  Anton  Anibas  settling  on  a  farm  in  Durand  township,  this  county, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  subsequently  died.  John,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  was  18  years  old  when  he 
came  to  America.  He  worked  out  for  others,  carefully  saving  as  much 
of  his  earnings  as  possible  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  his  present  farm, 
to  which  he  came  in  1891.  This  he  is  operating  successfully,  raising  the 
usual  crops  and  keeping  a  sufficiency  of  good  stock.  He  is  also  financially 
interested  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  Independent  in  pol¬ 
itics,  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  attends  the  Catholic  church 
in  Lima.  In  March,  1891,  Mr.  Anibas  gave  up  bachelor  life  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Sabelko,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Johanna  (Durham)  Sabelko,  natives  of  the  same  country. 
The  family  located  in  Lima  township  at  an  early  date  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sabelko  are  still  residing  here.  Of  their  four  children  Mary  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anibas  are  the  parents  of  eleven 
children:  Frank,  John,  Andrew,  Mary,  Florian,  Louisa,  Agnes,  Anthony, 
Anna,  Philip  and  Thomas.  All  are  unmarried  and  all  are  residing  at  home 
except  Andrew,  who  is  temporarily  absent. 

William  P.  Averill,  proprietor  of  the  old  Averill  homestead  in  section 
31,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in  this  township  Sept.  13,  1862, 
son  of  Harvey  Putnam  and  Frances  (Keenan)  Averill.  The  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  New  York  state,  when  a  young  man  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  while  as  a  journeyman.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  Ireland.  Harvey  P.  Averill  came  to  Pepin  county  in  1855,  locat- 
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ing  on  the  land  that  now  constitutes  the  farm  of  his  son,  William  P.  At 
that  time,  of  course,  it  was  wild,  and  he  was  the  first  settler  in  the  locality. 
One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  build  a  log  house,  in  which  he  resided  with  his 
brother.  Later,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  built  one  for  himself.  He 
became  the  owner  of  120  acres  of  land  and  resided  on  the  place  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  May,  1874.  His  wife  survived  him  but  a  short 
time,  passing  away  in  August  of  the  same  year.  During  the  Civil  War 
Mr.  Averill  served  in  the  quartermaster’s  department  with  a  Wisconsin 
regiment.  William  P.  Averill,  who  was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  attended 
district  school  in  Lima  township.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  was  about 
12  years  of  age,  and  after  his  parents’  death,  went  to  live  with  his  uncle. 
At  the  age  of  22  he  began  operating  the  home  farm,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  now  owns  the  original  120  acres,  on  which  he  has  made  all 
the  most  important  improvements,  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming  suc¬ 
cessfully.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  vice  president  of  the  Inter-County 
Telephone  Company.  He  has  held  various  township  offices  and  has  served 
as  school  director.  Mr.  Averill  was  united  in  marriage  Nov.  17,  1889,  to 
Lillian  Dorwin,  who  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Durand,  daughter  of  Vivus 
W.  and  Helen  M.  (Van  Hoesen)  Dorwin,  who  came  to  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  from  Adams  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1856.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Harvey  Putnam,  Lillian  May,  Ella  Cora  and 
William  Phillip.  Mr.  Averill  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  including  both  the  lodge 
and  encampment. 

Joseph  H.  Brunner,  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Lima  town- 
.  ship,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township  and  county,  Feb.  12,  1874, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Falkner)  Brunner.  The  parents  were  born  and 
married  in  Austria,  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  the  year  of  their 
marriage,  when  they  were  each  29  years  old.  They  located  on  a  farm  in 
Lima  township,  one  mile  from  the  present  residence  of  their  son,  John  A. 
Brunner.  Joseph  Brunner  is  now  living  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank 
Schumpf,  in  Durand,  his  wife  having  died  in  October,  1915.  Joseph  H. 
Brunner  was  educated  in  the  school  located  in  the  Howard  district,  Lima 
township,  and  was  early  trained  to  agricultural  Work  on  the-home  farm. 
He  was  married  Nov.  24,  1903,  to  Mary  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  who  died  June  12,  1915.  She  had  been  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Florence,  who  died  Sept.  17,  1915;  Eleanor  and  Joseph  Henry,  the 
two  latter  residing  with  their  father.  It  was  at  the  birth  of  Joseph 
Henry  that  the  mother  died.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Mary  Bauer, 
Mr.  Brunner  began  the  improvements  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists 
of  200  acres  of  land,  40  acres  of  which  lie  in  Buffalo  county.  He  has 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  buildings  and  has  a  good  equipment  of 
agricultural  tools  and  machinery.  His  residence  is  of  red  brick,  contains 
eleven  rooms  and  is  heated  with  hot  water  and  lighted  with  electricity 
from  his  own  electric  plant.  He  is  now  engaged  in  breeding  Guernsey 
cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  besides  raising  crops,  and  has  taken  rank 
among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  the  township.  On  Oct. 
17, 1916,  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Julia  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Lima 
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township,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Victoria  (Schuch)  Bauer.  Her  parents, 
who  came  from  Austria,  were  early  settlers  in  Lima  township,  and  Mrs. 
Victoria  Bauer  still  resides  here.  The  father  is  now  deceased.*  Joseph  H. 
Brunner  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Lima,  also  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of 
Wisconsin,  and  the  Catholic  Family  Protective  Association. 

Edwin  0.  Baker,  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  of  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Durand,  this  county  Nov.  11,  1879,  son  of 
Edward  J.  and  Jennie  E.  (Hamilton)  Baker.  The  father  was  a  physician 
and  surgeon  who  had  acquired  his  education  in  various  places  and  who 
was  a  competent  member  of  his  profession,  having  taken  a  post-graduate 
course  after  receiving  his  degree.  He  practiced  at  Durand  for  a  number 
of  years  and  then  removed  to  Menomonie,  where  he  died  in  1885.  His 
wife  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son,  Edwin  O.  Edwin  O.  Baker 
was  the  only  child  of  his  parents.  He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm 
since  he  was  eight  years  old,  it  having  previously  belonged  to  his  grand¬ 
father,  William  Henry  Hamilton,  and  has  operated  it  since  he  was  21. 
It  contains  220  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  operates  as  a  dairy  and 
stock  farm  with  satisfactory  financial  results.  He  has  put  on  all  the 
improvements  and  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  with  modern  equipment,  the 
farm  presenting  a  neat  and  thriving  appearance.  Mr.  Baker  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Tarrant  Creamery  and  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone 
Company.  His  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
In  politics  he  is  independent,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  having 
hitherto  declined  to  serve.  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  Oct.  18, 
1911,  with  Clara  A.  Keyes,  who  was  born  in  Maxville  township,  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Ellen  (Fox)  Keyes. 
Her  parents,  who  now  live  in  Durand,  were  formerly  farming  people  in 
Buffalo  county,  Mr.  Keyes,  during  his  active  career  in  that  county,  being 
a  well  known  and  prominent  citizen,  serving  at  various  times  in  both  town¬ 
ship  and  county  offices.  He  is  now  retired.  Mrs.  Baker,  who  was  the 
fifth  born  in  a  family  of  six  children,  was  educated  in  Buffalo  county, 
where  she  attended  district  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  a  family  of 
four  children,  Edwin  Owen,  Jr.,  Clara  Amelia,  Mary  Jane  and  William 
Nathan. 

Charles  Brunner,  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres  in  section  35, 
Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Bierbach,  Austria,  Oct.  28,  1868, 
son  of  Ferdinand  and  Josephine  (Bauer)  Brunner.  The  parents,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Austria,  developed  a  good  farm  in  Lima  township, 
on  which  their  son,  John  F.,  now  resides  and  where  Ferdinand  Brunner 
died  in  1918.  Charles  attended  school  in  the  Howard  district,  this  town¬ 
ship  and  resided  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  June  10,  1904,  to 
Theresa  Brunner,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township  on  the  farm  of  her  par¬ 
ents,  John  and  Barbara  (Weisinger)  Brunner.  Her  parents  came  to  this 
country  from  Austria  and  became  prosperous  farmers  of  Lima  township' 
Pepin  county.  The  father  died  in  1911  after  a  long  and  useful  career,  but 
his  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son,  John  Brunner,  Jr.,  who 
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now  owns  the  old  homestead.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Charles  Brun¬ 
ner  began  operations  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  which  he  has 
since  greatly  improved.  He  has  erected  good  modern  buildings,  well 
equipped  with  all  desirable  conveniences  and  all  of  which  are  lighted  with 
electricity,  which  he  also  uses  to  some  extent  for  power  purposes.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  on  a  considerable  scale  with  profitable  results, 
and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Clara,  Anna  and  Gertrude. 
All  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunner  also  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Catholic  Family  Protective  Association,  and  he  being  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 

Louis  Bauer,  Sr.,  for  many  years  engaged  in  agricultural  work  in  Lima 
township,  and  until  recently  operating  300  acres  of  land,  was  born  in  Aus¬ 
tria,  June  10,  1854.  His  parents  were  Florian  and  Elizabeth  (Prissel) 
Bauer,  both  natives  of  Austria,  who  came  to  America  in  1872  and  resided 
for  a  short  time  in  New  York  State.  From  there  they  came  to  Pepin 
county,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  where  Florian  Bauer  died 
in  1892.  His  wife  survived  him  eight  years.  In  Austria  Mr.  Bauer 
had  been  a  caretaker  over  an  estate,  but  his  life  was  spent  in  farming 
after  coming  to  the  United  States.  Louis  Bauer,  Sr.,  was  the  second  born 
in  a  family  of  three  children.  He  attended  school  in  Austria,  but  had 
only  28  days  schooling  in  America.  About  a  year  after  coming  to  this 
country  Mr.  Bauer  went  to  work  in  a  sawmill  at  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  took  up  farming  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  having  purchased  a  farm  of  120  acres  here,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  until  1915.  He  then  moved  onto  the  farm  he  now  owns,  containing 
about  300  acres  of  land,  and  was  prosperously  engaged  in  raising  cattle, 
hogs,  horses  and  other  stock,  besides  various  crops,  until  he  rented  all  but 
80  acres  of  the  farm  to  his  son  Vinz,  and  in  the  summer  of  1918  erected 
a  new  residence  in  which  he  now  lives.  The  80  acres  which  he  retained 
he  is  still  operating.  At  one  time  Mr.  Bauer  was  the  owner  of  840  acres. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  township  treasurer  and  was  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Bauer  was  married 
Sept.  13,  1877,  to  Thakla  Rossler,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Frasl)  Rossler.  Her  parents,  natives  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  came  to  America  in  1874  and  located  in  Lima  township,  this  county, 
where  Mr.  Rossler  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  Feb.  16,  1913. 
In  his  native  land  he  had  been  a  carpenter.  His  wife  is  still  living  and 
resides  with  a  son  in  this  township.  Of  their  ten  children  Thakla  was 
the  eldest,  and  was  educated  in  Austria.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  have  had 
thirteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  the  record  being 
as  follows :  Michael,  a  farmer  of  Lima  township,  who  married  Anna  Young- 
mann;  Racey,  who  married  Florian  Komro,  and  had  two  children,  both 
she  and  her  husband  being  now  deceased;  Mary,  widow  of  John  Young- 
mann,  a  farmer  who  resided  near  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county;  Victoria,  wife 
of  John  Komro,  a  farmer  of  Albany  township;  Hannah,  wife  of  Michael 
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Weber,  a  farmer  of  Dunn  county,  living  near  Eau  Galle ;  Florian,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Bechold,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Albany  township;  Philip,  deceased; 
Joseph,  who  married  Mary  Pichler,  and  lives  on  the  old  home  farm ;  Louis, 
who  married  Dora  Heddon,  and  is  farming  in  Lima  township,  near  the 
Bauer  homestead ;  Vinz,  who  married  Jennie  Pichler,  and  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  has  rented  from  his  father;  Antoine,  deceased;  and 
Katherine  and  Martena,  residing  at  home. 

John  A.  Brunner,  who  is  engaged,  in  a  general  mercantile  business  at 
Tarrant,  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  May 
16,  1872,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Falkner)  Brunner.  The  parents  were 
born  in  Austria  in  1842  and  were  married  there  in  1871,  coming  to  America 
in  June  of  the  same  year.  They  located  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin,  the  farm  being  now  the  residence  and  property  of  their 
son  Matthew,  and  which  is  situated  one  mile  from  John  A.  Brunner’s  store. 
Mrs.  Mary  Brunner  died  in  October,  1915,  and  her  husband,  Joseph,  is  now 
living  in  Durand  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Schumpf.  While  residing 
in  his  native  land,  Joseph  Brunner  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Austrian 
army.  John  A.  Brunner  was  the  first  born  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  school  in  Lima  township  and  later  studied 
for  one  term  in  the  dairy  school  connected  with  the  Wisconsin  University 
at  Madison.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  was  19  years  of  age  and  then 
became  employed  in  the  creamery  of  Tarrant  &  Sons  at  Tarrant,  where 
he  remained  for  seven  years.  Then,  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  Tarrants, 
he  opened  what  was  known  as  the  Tarrant  store,  which  he  conducted  for 
about  nine  years.  He  then,  in  1913,  became  connected  with  the  Pepin 
County  Co-operative  Company,  in  1913  becoming  sole  owner  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  has  conducted  on  his  own  account  up  to  the  present  time, 
carrying  a  general  line  of  merchandise.  The  store  is  located  in  a  new  and 
modern  building,  and  Mr.  Brunner  has  also  a  new  and  commodious  resi¬ 
dence.  He  was  married  April  4,  1899,  to  Jennie  Nicholas,  who  was  born 
in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Bauer) 
Nicholas.  Her  parents  were  Austrians,  Mr.  Nicholas  coming  to  the  United 
States  about  the  same  time  as  the  Brunners,  and  his  wife  following  a  year 
later.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  established  himself  in  business  in 
Durand,  being  thus  occupied  there  until  his  death,  Aug.  15,  1898.  His 
wife  died  June  13,  1914.  They  had  a  large  family  of  whom  their  daughter 
Jennie  was  the  youngest  member.  John  A.  Brunner  and  wife  have  one 
child,  Dorothy  Mary,  who  is  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Brunner  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  with 
independent  tendencies,  and  his  religion  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church. 
As  a  business  man  he  has  a  good  record,  conducting  his  store  according 
to  modern  methods,  and  observing  strict  honesty  and  impartiality  in  his 
dealings  with  his  customers.  He  has  achieved  a  large  measure  of  success 
and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Lima  township. 

Rev.  Martin  Caspar,  pastor  of  Holy  Rosary  Roman  Catholic  church 
in  Lima  township,  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  July  14,  1874,  son  of  Ferdinand 
and  Ernestine  (Wyland)  Caspar,  both  parents  being  natives  of  the  same 
locality.  The  father  was  a  postmaster  of  his  native  town  in  Luxemburg. 
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He  died  in  1900  in  his  native  land,  and  his  wife  in  1899,  neither  of  them 
ever  coming  to  America.  Rev.  Martin  Caspar  was  the  elder  of  two  chil¬ 
dren.  He  attended  school  first  in  Luxemburg  and  afterwards  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Luvaine,  Belgium,  and  was  ordained  priest  in  1901.  His  life  has 
since  been  spent  in  church  work.  Almost  immediately  after  his  ordination 
he  came  to  Stratford,  Wis.,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  Catholic  church  there 
for  twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  his  present  parish  in 
Lima  township.  Here  he  has  been  instrumental  in  effecting  some  impor¬ 
tant  improvements,  including  the  parish  school,  erected  in  1915  at  a  cost 
of  $18,000,  now  enrolling  100  pupils.  This  fine  work  was  accomplished 
through  the  efforts  of  Father  Caspar  and  the  trustees,  Matt  Brunner  and 
Frank  Faast.  The  parish  contains  150  families,  or  about  800  souls.  Father 
Caspar  is  also  a  member  of  the  Schutz  Gesellchaft,  a  family  protective  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  of  the  Foresters  and  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin,  Mike 
Brunner  being  the  leading  officer  of  the  Schutz  Gesellchaft  Association. 

Louis  Bauer,  a  well  known  and  respected  resident  of  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county,  also  owning  property  in  Lima  township,  was  born  in  Austria 
in  1854.  Coming  to  this  country  when  a  young  man  of  18,  he  settled  on 
land  in  section  35,  Lima  township,  that  now  constitutes  the  farm  of  his 
son,  Mike  L.  He  was  married  in  this  county  to  Teckla  Roessler,  like  him¬ 
self,  a  native  of  Austria  and  born  in  1859.  Probably  not  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  this  locality,  or  even  in  the  county,  began  life  here  under  more 
adverse  conditions.  When  he  arrived  he  was  unable  to  speak  English,  and 
on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  he  was  so  poor  that  he  had  to  borrow  a 
pair  of  shoes  in  order  that  he  might  make  a  presentable  appearance,  having 
none  of  his  own,  or  none  that  would  pass  inspection  as  such.  Aside  from 
what  schooling  he  had  had  in  his  native  land,  he  had  attended  school  for 
40  days  in  Pepin  county,  which  preparation  completed  his  educational 
equipment.  Under  these  not  altogether  promising  conditions  Mr.  Bauer 
began  his  independent  career  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  county.  To  trace 
out  in  detail  his  gradual  rise  to  prosperity  would  be  to  repeat  an  oft-told 
story.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  showed  himself  possessed  of  the  necessary 
qualifications  of  a  hardy  pioneer  farmer,  having  good  health,  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  industry,  patience  and  perseverance,  and  thus  endowed,  he  could 
hardly  fail  of  success.  In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  more  than  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  land,  most  of  which  he  ultimately  distributed  among  his  sons,  he 
himself  now  residing  in  Durand  township,  near  Red  Cedar,  though  his 
buildings,  or  all  of  them  save  his  residence,  are  in  Lima  township.  He  is 
still  pursuing  an  active  career,  not  from  necessity,  but  because  he  takes 
pleasure  in  work  and  prefers  to  remain  in  the  harness  as  long  as  he  feels 
able.  Aside  from  advancing  his  own  personal  interests  and  those  of  his 
family,  Mr.  Bauer  has  at  various  times  taken  an  active  part  in  church  and 
school  work  and  in  various  other  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lives.  He  and  his  wife,  who  is  also  living,  have  been  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children. 

Mike  L.  Bauer,  a  prosperous  farmer  residing  in  section  35,  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  Sept.  25,  1880, 
son  of  Louis  and  Teckla  (Roessler)  Bauer.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended 
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district  school,  residing  with  his  parents  until  he  was  21  years  of  age.  He 
then  took  charge  of  the  homestead  and  operated  it  for  three  years,  after¬ 
wards  buying  a  farm  at  Rock  Falls,  Dunn  county,  on  which  he  remained 
seven  years.  Then  selling  that  farm,  Mr.  Bauer  returned  to  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  and,  buying  85  acres  more  land,  thus  became  possessed  of  a  farm 
of  185  acres.  He  is  giving  special  attention  to  dairying  and  raising  cattle 
and  hogs,  breeding  up  to  high-grade  stock.  In  the  fall  he  operates  a  thresh¬ 
ing  outfit.  Mr.  Bauer  was  married  Feb.  12,  1901,  to  Anna  Youngman,  who 
was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Hannah  (Kines)  Youngman. 
Her  parents  came  to  America  from  Austria  in  1894,  locating  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship  on  a  farm  near  Lima  church.  From  that  locality  they  subsequently 
removed  to  Rock  Falls,  Dunn  county,  where  Mr.  Youngman  is  still  engaged 
in  farming.  Mrs.  Youngman  died  in  1917.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  Their  daughter  Anna, 
who  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  attended  school  both  in  Austria  and 
Lima  township,  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  have  nine  children, 
all  residing  at  home,  whose  names  respectively  are:  Anton,  Lucy,  Carl, 
Johnnie,  Henry,  Mike,  Jr.,  Philip,  Mary  and  Dora.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima,  Mr.  Bauer  also  belonging  to  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  Wisconsin.  An  active  and  enterprising  citizen,  he  has  gained 
a  prosperous  condition  in  life  and  is  a  man  widely  known  and  respected. 

Edward  Fleming,  who  is  operating  a  farm  of  240  acres  lying  partly 
in  Pepin  and  partly  in  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Madison,  Wis.,  May  27, 
1862,  son  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Burns)  Fleming.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born  March  15,  1835,  and  his  wife  a  few 
years  earlier.  Michael  Fleming,  who  came  to  this  country  about  1853,  in 
early  life  was  a  railroad  man.  He  and  his  wife  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  their  son  Edward  when  it  consisted  of  wild  land  without  im¬ 
provements.  With  courage  and  resolution  he  faced  the  pioneer  task  of 
developing  a  farm,  and  in  time  succeeded,  his  wife  proving  a  worthy  help¬ 
mate.  In  1900  he  sold  the  property  to  his  son  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Mondovi,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years,  afterwards  returning  to  the 
farm  on  which  his  death  occurred  in  1916.  His  wife  is  now  also  deceased. 
Edward  Fleming  was  the  third  born  of  four  children.  He  attended  school 
in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  for  a  number  of  years  subsequently 
resided  with  his  parents.  He  then  went  to  Plainview,  Minn.,  where  he 
spent  two  years  engaged  in  threshing.  Returning  home  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  took  charge  of  the  parental  homestead,  which  he  purchased  in 
1900.  Forty  acres  of  the  farm  lie  in  section  34,  Lima  township,  Pepin 
county,  and  the  other  200  acres  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  counties  passing  through  his  farm,  and  Mr. 
Fleming’s  residence  standing  on  the  Buffalo  county  side  of  the  road.  He 
is  doing  a  successful  business  in  general  farming,  having  a  well-improved 
place  with  good  buildings  and  modem  implements  and  machinery,  and  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  this  locality.  In  religion  Mr.  Fleming 
is  a  Catholic,  and  his  society  affiliations  include  membership  in  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Order  of  Foresters.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 
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Joseph  Hayden,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
/as  born  in  Austria  in  1855,  son  of  Michael  and  Racey  (Trucka)  Hayden, 
’he  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1872, 
Heating  in  this  township,  where  the  father  developed  a  good  farm.  Joseph 
/as  16  years  old  when  he  came  to  America.  He  had  but  very  limited 
ducational  opportunities,  but  what  he  lacks  in  learning  he  has  made  up 
or  by  industry.  In  his  youth  he  worked  for  five  years  in  a  sawmill  at  Eau 
Jalle  and  then  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  on  which  he  has  since 
esided.  He  also  owns  another  farm  of  126  acres  in  the  vicinity  and  raises 
lorses,  cattle  and  other  stock,  doing  a  very  successful  business.  His  farm 
n  section  6  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  having  excellent  modern 
•uildings  and  a  full  equipment  of  tools  and  implements,  to  which  con- 
lition  he  has  himself  developed  it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church 
.t  Lima  and  is  independent  in  politics.  Mr.  Hayden  was  united  in  mar- 
iage  in  1887  with  Mary  Jungwirth,  who  was  bom  in  Austria,  daughter 
•f  Sebastian  Jungwirth.  Her  mother  died  when  Mary  was  12  years  old, 
nd  her  father  subsequently  marrying  again,  came  to  the  United  States 
.nd  was  an  early  settler  in  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayden  are  the 
larents  of  seven  children:  Agnes,  Lucy  and  August,  who  are  unmarried, 
eside  at  home ;  Hannah,  who  married  Ignatiz  Weber,  lives  in  Lima  town- 
hip;  John,  who  married  Mary  Bauer,  is  a  resident  of  Albany  township; 
'loron,  who  married  Racy  Brunner;  and  Leo,  who  married  Clara  Weis- 
inger,  are  also  residents  of  Albany  township. 

Robert  Bauer,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  10,  Lima  township, 
’epin  county,  was  bom  in  Austria,  Sept.  21, 1874,  son  of  John  M.  and  Jose- 
>hine  (Komro)  Bauer,  the  parents  also  being  natives  of  Austria.  They 
ame  to  America  in  1879,  locating  in  this  township,  where  Mr.  Bauer  bought 
and.  For  three  or  four  years,  however,  he  worked  on  the  railroad  and 
hen  took-  up  farming  on  his  land,  spending  many  years  in  its  cultivation 
md  being  active  in  various  matters  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of  his 
ownship  in  general.  He  is  still  living  on  the  farm  with  his  son  Charlie. 
While  in  Austria  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  regular  army.  Robert 
Sauer,  who  was  the  fifth  bom  in  a  family  of  six  children,  attended  the 
looney  school  in  Lima  township.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  was  about 
51  or  22  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father  most  of  the  time,  but  working 
for  others  at  intervals,  and  then  bought  the  land  that  constitutes  his  pres- 
*nt  farm,  amounting  to  145  acres,  unimproved.  Since  then  he  has  increased 
:he  size  of  the  farm  to  199  acres,  and  made  all  the  improvements,  his  build- 
ngs  and  machinery  being  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  of  modern  farming. 
3e  operates  a  threshing  outfit  every  year  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter- 
itate  Telephone  Company.  In  religion  a  Catholic,  he  attends  the  church 
>f  that  faith  at  Lima,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  In  October,  1898,  Mr. 
Bauer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Vogler,  who  was  bom  in  Lima 
;ownship,  this  county,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  (Brunner)  Vogler. 
Her  parents  came  from  Austria  in  1878  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Lima 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  have  four  children  of  their  own:  Richard, 
Racie,  Gertrude  and  Herman.  They  have  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Mary, 
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who  is  older  than  the  others  and  their  cousin,  and  who  was  left  an  orphan 
when  young. 

Leopold  Brantner,  until  recent  years  a  well-known  and  successful  agri¬ 
culturist  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  but  now  passed  away,  was  born 
in  Taupschein,  Austria,  Oct.  30,  1862.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Roes- 
sler)  Brantner,  were  born  and  married  in  that  country.  There  the  father 
died  when  his  son  Leopold  was  five  years  old,  or  about  the  year  1867.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Brantner,  continued  to  reside  in  Austria  until  1881, 
when  she  came  to  America  with  her  family,  and  from  that  time  until  her 
death  about  1884  her  home  was  on  a  farm  in  the  north  part  of  Lima  town¬ 
ship.  Leopold  Brantner  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
and  was  educated  in  his  native  land.  After  coming  to  this  country  and 
settling  in  Lima  township,  he  worked  for  others  until  his  marriage  in  1886, 
and  then  engaged  in  agriculture  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Vinz  Wise. 
Six  years  later  he  sold  that  place  and  came  to  the  farm  in  section  36,  which 
was  his  home  until  his  death  in  March,  1916,  and  which  is  now  carried 
on  by  his  widow.  There  were  then  no  improvements  on  it,  and  these  he 
made  himself,  erecting  modern  buildings  and  installing  necessary  machin¬ 
ery.  Besides  the  80  acres  contained  in  the  farm  proper,  he  had  40  acres 
of  timber  and  20  acres  in  another  tract  nearby.  Mr.  Brantner  was  an 
industrious  man,  a  successful  farmer  and  a  good  neighbor.  In  politics  he 
was  independent  and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 
Leopold  Brantner  was  married  in  November,  1886,  to  Mary  Risler,  who  was 
born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Frazel)  Risler.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brantner,  namely:  Henry,  John,  An¬ 
toine,  Adolph,  Barbara,  Louisa,  Leopold,  William  and  Joseph.  Henry,  who 
resides  on  a  farm  at  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  married  Frances  Sinz  and  has  had 
four  children:  Ernst,  Walter,  Julius  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  John 
died  in  infancy.  Antoine  married  Lena  Rochide  and  resides  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship.  Adolph  is  at  present  residing  on  the  home  farm  with  Tiis  mother. 
He  married  Elsie  Ninniman.  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Weisenbeck, 
a  farmer  of  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county.  Louisa  married  Frank 
Kothbauer,  Jr.,  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Lima  township, 
and  has  one  child,  Louisa.  Leopold,  William  and  Joseph  are  living  on  the 
home  farm. 

Michael  Risler,  an  early  settler  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  a 
native  of  Austria  and  was  there  married  to  Mary  Frazel.  With  his  wife 
and  family  he  came  to  America  in  1864  and  located  in  the  western  part  of 
Lima  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  His  original  trade  was  that 
of  carpenter,  and  after  coming  here  he  followed  it  more  or  less  as  a  con¬ 
tractor,  besides  carrying  on  agriculture.  About  1887  his  health  began 
to  fail  and  for  the  last  25  years  of  his  life  he  was  an  invalid,  his  death 
occurring  in  or  about  the  year  1912.  It  was  Mr.  Risler  who  built  the 
Lima  church,  which  now  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  mechanical  ability. 
His  wife  is  still  living,  being  now  82  years  old,  and  resides  with  her  brother 
John  on  the  old  homestead.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

Frank  Kothbauer,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  old  Kothbauer  homestead  of 
290  acres  in  section  36,  Lima  township,  was  born  on  this  farm  March  3, 
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1895,  son  of  Frank,  Sr.,  and  Clara  (Schulner)  Kothbauer.  He  acquired 
his  education  in  this  township,  attending  district  school,  and,  after  he  was 
old  enough,  assisted  his  father  in  the  development  and  improvement  of  the 
home  farm  to  the  ownership  of  which  he  eventually  succeeded.  Here  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  with  good  financial  results, 
raising  pure-bred  Holstein  cattle  and  a  good  grade  of  hogs,  and  is  also  doing 
a  good  dairy  business.  The  farm  is  an  excellent  piece  of  agricultural  prop¬ 
erty,  and  Mr.  Kothbauer,  who  has  managed  it  since  he  was  19  years  old, 
is  now  numbered  among  the  prosperous  citizens  of  this  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  Mr. 
Kothbauer  was  married  Jan.  12,  1915,  to  Louisa  Brantner,  who  was  born 
in  Lima  township,  daughter  of  Leopold  and  Mary  (Risler)  Brantner.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Louisa. 

Frank  Kothbauer,  Sr.,  founder  of  the  Kothbauer  farm  in  section  36, 
Lima  township,  was  a  native  of  Austria,  where  he  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  farming.  Coming  to  America  when  a  young  man,  he  found  his  way  to 
Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  and  locating  on  the  farm  in  Lima  township  now 
owned  and  operated  by  his  son  and  namesake  Frank  Kothbauer,  Jr.,  he 
began  the  work  of  development  and  improvement.  Three  acres  of  the 
land  were  already  broken  and  there  was  a  log  house  in  which  he  took  up 
his  residence  and  which  was  his  home  for  a  number  of  years.  To  his  origi¬ 
nal  tract  of  40  acres  he  added  by  degrees  until  his  farm  attained  its  present 
dimensions  of  290  acres,  also  erecting  suitable  buildings  and  installing  ma¬ 
chinery  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  improved  methods 
of  agriculture.  Here  he  resided  until  Jan.  1,  1915,  when  he  retired  from 
active  work  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Mondovi.  While  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  he  assisted  in  organizing  what  was  known  as  the  Bear  Creek  Creamery, 
and  also  took  part  in  other  local  enterprises.  He  married  Clara  Schulner,  a 
native  of  Austria,  and  their  family  in  time  numbered  five  children,  of  whom 
the  youngest,  Frank,  Jr.,  is,  as  already  stated,  the  present  proprietor  of 
the  home  farm. 

Christian  O.  Sankey,  an  early  settler  of  Nelson  township,  Buffalo 
county,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  18,  1818. 
He  became  a  farmer,  and  in  April,  1861,  a  married  man,  he  came  with  his 
wife  and  children  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Nelson  town¬ 
ship,  near  the  present  site  of  the  Burnside  cemetery.  On  the  tract  of 
wild  land  which  he  took  he  built  a  log  house,  and  from  that  time  on  devoted 
all  his  energies  to  getting  a  living  from  the  soil,  becoming  in  time  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm.  Soon  after  arriving  in  Buffalo  county,  his  first  wife 
had  died,  and  he  had  married  for  his  second,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Joiner,  who 
was  born  in  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  John  Cathcart.  By  her  he  had  two 
children.  She  died  on  the  homestead  in  the  town  of  Nelson  in  1867,  and 
Mr.  Sankey  then  went  to  Riverside,  Cal.,  where  he  resided  for  a  while  with 
a  daughter.  In  1869  he  married  for  his  third  wife,  Elizabeth  Peasley,  and 
in  1872  moved  to  St.  Croix  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  farmed  for  about 
three  years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Crookston,  Minn.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  years.  He  then  went  to  Elmira,  Idaho, 
where  he  sustained  another  bereavement  in  the  loss  of  his  third  wife,  Eliz- 
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abeth,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  In  1915  Mr.  Sankey  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Bisbee,  Ariz.,  where  he  died  Feb.  18,  1917,  at  the  venerable  age 
of  98  years  and  11  months,  having  almost  rounded  out  a  century  of  exist¬ 
ence.  At  intervals  during  his  active  career  he  had  held  local  office  and 
was  a  man  highly  respected  in  the  various  communities  in  which  he  made 
successively  his  home. 

George  W.  Sankey,  who  is  engaged  in  dairying  and  stock  raising  on  a 
farm  of  210  acres  in  section  33,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born 
in  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Sept.  19,  1865,  son  of 
Christian  O.  and  Mary  Ann  (Cathcart)  Joiner  Sankey.  He  attended 
school  in  his  native  township  and  also  at  Crookston,  Minn.  In  July,  1879, 
when  in  his  fourteenth  year,  he  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  worked  out 
for  a  number  of  years,  returning  to  Buffalo  county  in  1887.  There,  about 
two  years  later,  he  was  married  and  bought  his  first  land  in  Canton  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  resided  eight  years.  Selling  his  property  there  in  1899,  he 
came  to  his  present  farm,  a  valuable  and  well-improved  place,  where  he 
is  doing  a  good  business  in  dairying  and  stock  raising,  breeding  Guernsey 
cattle,  of  which  he  has  a  number  of  imported  animals,  and  Poland-China 
hogs.  His  farm  is  registered  as  Oak  Grove  Guernsey  Farm.  Mr.  Sankey 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  He  belongs 
to  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons  at  Durand  and  to  the  camp  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  the  same  place,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
latter  for  20  years.  He  is  now  serving  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  and,  religiously,  was  reared  a  Methodist.  Mr. 
Sankey  was  married  Nov.  25,  1889,  to  Lora  E.  Sweet,  who  was  bom  at 
Modena,  Buffaio  county,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  8,  1864,  daughter  of  Eri  P.  and 
Sarah.  Elizabeth  (Bowen)  Sweet.  Of  this  marriage  five  children  have 
been  bom:  Lillian  Orma,  Eri  0.,  Homer  Vere,  Levi  and  Robert  B.  Lil¬ 
li.*.11  Orma  is  the  wife  of  John  Farner,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  Colfax,  Dunn  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  has  one  child,  Donald.  Eri  0.,  residing  with  his  father, 
married  Ethel  June  Cantrell,  of  Downsville,  and  has  one  child,  Howard 

eroy.  °mer  ®re»  f ormerly  employed  in  the  creamery,  is  now  in  France 

ff  a r)6  6  S-  Infantry.  Levi  is  in  the  marine  service  of 

the  United  States.  Robert  is  living  at  home. 

,  S3eet’a  pi<“  farmer  of  Buffalo  county,  formerly  postmaster 

at  Modena  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He  was  married  in  La 

V 5!iZabeth  B°wen’  a  "ative  New  York  State, 

thLv,  v,18h3  f  t,  °t,  W1,d  and  in  Buffal°  county,  Modena  township, 
which  he  developed  and  cultivated  until  his  death  in  1886  His  wife  re¬ 
mained  there  until  about  1897  and  than  I  V"  *  '  H  3  wlte  * 

where  she  is  now  living.  Mr  Sweet  served  + t0  ^f°tfejC0Unpy’ 

a  number  of  vears  and  t  oweet  served  as  postmaster  at  Modena  ior 

1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  at  Sparta^it  notary  public;  In  November, 

was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  SbilnVi  ’  &Ij  goin<r  *°  fron^’ 

Libby  prison.  Being  then  exchanged^  S  "?  COnftned  "ine  months  “ 

served  in  Missouri  against  the  guerilla  le  d**  se^ueTd;  y  re-enlisted  and 

mustered  out  he  returned  tn  id  /  !  leader-  Quantrell.  After  being 

mustered  out,  ne  returned  to  his  farm,  but  never  fullv  regained  his  health 

experiencing  for  many  years  the  effee+o  «.  i_  u,  ,regainea  1113  nealtn’ 
3  ne  eltects  of  the  hardships  he  had  encoun- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•  sanicey  and  eamidy 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by 


history  of  buffalo  and  pepin  C0[j 

rtildren,  lheir  daurtto  V;”'’”  They  were  the  parents  of^r^6 
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he  is  independent,  but  takes  no  LJT  f,  farm  Products.  In  politics 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  ^nr  “  loca' «ove™ment  affairs.  He  is  a 
was  united  in  marriage  with  AnnaPW  °n,May  18-  1915,  Mr.  Komro 
township,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Racowv*’  Wh°  Was  born  in  Waterville 
were  early  settlers  in  this  vkdnitv cZ' (Y°ungman>  Pfe'fer.  The  Pfeifers 
where  Henry  Pfeifer  was  born  He  isno^/™"1  the  Duchy  of  Luxemburg, 
J'®  township,  his  farm  being  located  nPaT  A  p™sPerous  farmer  in  Water- 
®f  Austria,  is  also  living  Of  tC,  i  Arkansaw.  His  wife,  a  native 
first  born,  and  in  her  girfhoodVtteided^  C.h!,dren  Mrs-  Komro  was  the 
husband  have  two  children,  a  son  Lotue  C°Unty'  She  and  her 

M  ryj  born  Jan.  3,  1918.  ’  ’  May  13» 1916  >*  and  a  daughter, 

ship,  Pepin  county,  was°born°in  f6"®1?1  farmer  in  section  12,  Lima  town- 
Michael  and  Julia  (Pomeisel)  Sclfuch TothT r  18?!'  His  parents  were 

thi.  ^,Ca  in  1897>  ^^ing  on  the  fkrm  n  68  °f  Austria-  who  c*me 
this  sketch.  This  farm  he  improved  a^d  by  the  subJ'ect  of 

her  of  years,  died  in  the  year  loin  ii-  *ft  resldln£  on  it  for  a  num- 
on  the  homestead.  They  had  a  I  ^  W,'fe’  wbo  survived  him,  still  lives 

of  whom—Carl,  Finle,  ani ^  nUmberin*  ten  cbi<d'en,  SS 

who  was  the  third  bom  of  his  parenSThdn  *  living'  Frank  Schuch, 
m  Lima  township.  He  has  alwav.  a  cblldren-  attended  district  school 
time  he  became  the  owner  it  cnnt  °n  tbe  home  farm  of  which  in 

to  general  farming  pumoses  with  ^  °f  ,and  Which  he  devotes 

of  the  Catholic  churcSTrLTln  J  fi,nancial  returns-  He  is  a  membS 
was  married  May  19  i908  to  »d  polltlcs  is  independent.  Mr.  Schuch 
township,  daughter  of  Zold Wh°  Was  born  1"  Lima 
ents  were  Austrians  anr?  no  *.  (Boehm)  Danzinger.  Her  nar- 

at  Fall  Creek,  Pepin  counf  mw*  °  United  States  about  1870,  locating 

He  died  in  lSO^anThis"81^  Where  Mr'  Danzinger  engaged  in 
Mrs-  Schuch.  The  latter  wo  hlS  Tfe  n°W  resides  with  her  daughter 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs  LhnZ  Z  ChM  a"d  was  educated  in  Pepin 
Mrs.  Schuch  have  five  children:  Clara,'  Marion,  Rosa 
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tered,  which  finally  brought  his  life  to  a  close  in  November,  1886.  His  wife 
now  resides  at  Bangor,  La  Crosse  county.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  their  daughter  Lora  E.,  who  was  educated  in  Buffalo  county, 
being  now  the  wife  of  Geo.  W.  Sankey. 

Alex  Komro,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  general  farming  in  sec¬ 
tion  5,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Feb.  23, 
1893,  son  of  Vinz  and  Katherine  (Lachner)  Komro.  His  parents  were 
Austrians,  Vinz  Komro  coming  to  the  United  States  and  to  this  township 
when  a  boy  with  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Johanna  (Shabel)  Komro,  who 
engaged  in  farming  here.  Vinz  also  became  a  farmer  in  Lima  township 
and  is  still  living  here,  having  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in  section*  18. 
Alex  Komro  attended  the  Oak  Grove  school  in  Durand  township  and  was 
brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  he  was  21  years 
old,  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  agricultural  methods.  On  coming  of  age, 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  purchasing  his  present  farm  of  207 
acres,  which  he  is  operating  on  a  profitable  basis,  participating  in  the 
benefits  arising  in  the  present  high  prices  of  all  farm  products.  In  politics 
he  is  independent,  but  takes  no  part  in  local  government  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  in  Lima.  On  May  18,  1915,  Mr.  Komro 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Pfeifer,  who  was  born  in  Waterville 
township,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Racey  (Youngman)  Pfeifer.  The  Pfeifers 
were  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity,  coming  from  the  Duchy  of  Luxemburg, 
where  Henry  Pfeifer  was  born.  He  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Water¬ 
ville  township,  his  farm  being  located  near  Arkansaw.  His  wife,  a  native 
of  Austria,  is  also  living.  Of  their  eleven  children.  Mrs.  Komro  was  the 
first  born,  and  in  her  girlhood  attended  school  in  this  county.  She  and  her 
husband  have  two  children,  a  son,  Louie,  born  May  13, 1916 ;  and  a  daughter, 
Mary,  born  Jan.  3,  1918. 

Frank  Schuch,  a  prosperous  general  farmer  in  section  12,  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  Dec.  3,  1878.  His  parents  were 
Michael  and  Julia  (Pomeisel)  Schuch,  both  natives  of  Austria,  who  came 
to  America  in  1897,  locating  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  This  farm  he  improved,  and  after  residing  on  it  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  died  in  the  year  1910.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  still  lives 
on  the  homestead.  They  had  a  large  family,  numbering  ten  children,  four 
of  whom — Carl,  Finze,  Julia  and  Frank — are  now  living.  Frank  Schuch, 
who  was  the  third  born  of  his  parents’  children,  attended  district  school 
in  Lima  township.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  home  farm  of  which  in 
time  he  became  the  owner.  It  contains  220  acres  of  land  which  he  devotes 
to  general  farming  purposes  with  good  financial  returns.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Schuch 
was  married  May  19,  1908,  to  Mary  Danzinger,  who  was  born  in  Lima 
township,  daughter  of  Leopold  and  Stella  (Boehm)  Danzinger.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  Austrians  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1870,  locating 
at  Fall  Creek,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Danzinger  engaged  in 
farming.  He  died  in  1907  and  his  wife  now  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Schuch.  The  latter  was  an  only  child  and  was  educated  in  Pepin 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schuch  have  five  children:  Clara,'  Marion,  Rosa 
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Elizabeth,  Annabel  Margaret,  Albert  William  and  Leo  Frank,  all  residing 
at  home. 

Patrick  J.  Ryan,  in  early  days  a  prominent  citizen  of  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  when  a  young  man  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  still  quite  young  when  the  gold  excitement 
of  1849  broke  out,  and,  thinking  to  make  an  easy  fortune,  he  joined  a  party 
traveling  west  with  saddle  ponies  and  oxen.  The  trip  was  long  and  hazard¬ 
ous,  and  long  before  they  had  reached  the  promised  land,  all  or  most 
of  the  other  members  of  the  party  had  become  discouraged  and  returned 
east.  He,  however,  persevered  and  reached  California.  There  he  found 
that  “all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,”  and  that  for  the  great  majority  riches 
were  just  as  hard  to  obtain  in  the  land  that  was  called  the  new  El  Dorado 
as  in  other  states  apparently  less  favored.  After  a  while,  accordingly,  he 
returned  east,  locating  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  richer  in  experience  if 
not  in  material  wealth,  and  went  to  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  working 
for  others  for  a  year  or  two.  He  then  came  to  Pepin  county,  continuing  to 
follow  carpentry,  but  also  being  engaged  for  two  or  three  winters  at  scaling 
in  the  north  woods.  Then  he  became  foreman  and  scaler  in  the  lumber 
yards  at  Durand  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he 
bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming,  in  which  occupation  he  continued 
until  after  the  second  election  of  President  Cleveland,  when,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  at  Durand,  he  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  near  the  end  of  his  term.  At  different  times 
he  also  held  various  local  and  township  offices,  including  that  of  chair¬ 
man  of  the  township  board  in  which  he  served  23  years.  Mr.  Ryan  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  E.  Calvert,  a  native  of  England,  who  is  still  living  and  resides 
with  her  son,  Edmund  J.  Ryan,  in  section  23,  Lima  township. 

Edmund  J.  Ryan,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural  in¬ 
terests  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  on  the  farm  in  section 
32  where  he  now  lives,  Dec.  26,  1873,  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Emma  E. 
(Calvert)  Ryan.  Here  he  was  reared  and  acquired  a  knowledge  of  agri¬ 
culture  through  assisting  his  father.  When  he  was  23  years  of  age  he 
took  over  the  farm  and  has  continued  to  operate  it  on  a  profitable  basis. 
It  is  known  as  Hedgewold  Farm  and  contains  320  acres  of  valuable  land, 
its  situation  being  on  the  Durand-Mondovi  road,  five  miles  from  Durand. 
Mr.  Ryan  breeds  Holstein  cattle,  also  good  grades  of  horses,  sheep  and 
hogs.  His  buildings  are  substantial  and  well  equipped  with  all  useful 
accessories  and  implements.  Mr.  Ryan  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been 
manager  of  the  Bear  Creek  Co-operative  Creamery  and  for  13  years  has 
been  chairman  of  the  township  board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
was  married  April  19,  1899,  to  Blanche  C.  Butler,  who  was  born  in 
Modena,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth 
(White)  Butler.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  with  his  wife  at  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan 
have  three  children,  Patrick  J.,  Elizabeth  E.  and  Edmund  J.,  Jr.,  all 
residing  at  home.  Mr.  Ryan’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  he  belonging  to  the  camp  at  Durand.  One  of  the 
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leading  citizens  of  his  township,  he  and  his  wife  have  a  large  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  are  active  in  the  social  life  of  Lima  township. 

Charles  Patrow,  for  many  years  a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Durand,  but  now  deceased,  was  born 
in  Versia,  Canada,  April  20,  1825,  and  there  resided  until  he  was  eight 
years  old.  In  1833  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Vermont,  in  which 
state  he  was  married  in  1847  to  Louisa  Bashaw.  Two  years  later  he 
removed  with  his  wife  to  New  York  State,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1864,  coming  in  that  year  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Patrow’s 
first  industrial  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer,  but  later  he  engaged  in 
shoemaking  and  afterwards  became  a  stone  mason,  which  trade  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  follow  in  Durand  and  vicinity  until  his  advancing  years  pre¬ 
vented  him.  His  death  took  place  at  the  home  of  his  son  Joseph  in 
Durand  on  Monday,  March  25,  1906,  he  having  then  attained  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  80  years,  11  months  and  6  days.  Mr.  Patrow  was  a 
hard  working  and  industrious  man,  and  until  the  infirmities  of  age  came 
upon  him,  was  always  diligent  in  providing  for  his  family.  A  kind  and 
faithful  husband  and  father  and  good  neighbor,  he  was  held  in  much 
esteem  by  all  his  many  relations  and  friends.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  1911.  Of  their  large  family  of  14  children,  four  died  before  the 
father.  Those  who  survived  him  were  five  sons:  David,  of  Gilmanton; 
Charles,  of  Mondovi;  John,  of  St.  Paul;  and  Saul  and  Joseph,  of  Durand; 
and  four  daughters:  Lydia,  Mrs.  William  Moore,  of  Modena;  Lucy,  Mrs. 
Eli  Bilderback;  Rosella,  Mrs.  Albert  Yarington,  of  Maxwell;  and  Oreal, 
Mrs.  Simeon  Yarington,  of  Durand.  Mr.  Patrow  left  52  grandchildren 
and  27  great  grandchildren,  with  many  other  relations  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Joseph  Patrow,  a  general  farmer  residing  in  section  25,  Durand 
township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  is  successfully  operating  260  acres  of 
land,  was  born  in  this  township,  Sept.  27,  1867,  son  of  Charles  and 
Louisa  (Bashaw)  Patrow.  He  was  the  twelfth  member  in  a  family  of 
14  children  and  attended  school  at  Spring  Creek,  Buffalo  county.  Until 
he  was  22  years  old  he  resided  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  teaming  business  in  Durand,  continuing  in  that  occupation 
for  18  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  back  to  the  soil,  taking  his 
present  farm  of  260  acres  of  valuable  land  in  section  25,  Durand  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  general  farming  with  profitable  re¬ 
sults.  Mr.  Patrow  has  made  some  important  improvements  on  his  farm, 
one  of  the  buildings  he  has  erected  being  a  fine  barn  measuring  42  by 
100  feet,  with  a  nine-foot  basement  and  16-foot  posts.  His  other  improve¬ 
ments  are  on  the  same  ample  and  complete  scale.  Mr.  Patrow  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican  with  independent  proclivities  and  has  served  as  road  com¬ 
missioner.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  numbers  him  among  its  mem¬ 
bers.  In  September,  1889,  Mr.  Patrow  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Wright,  a  native  of  Ionia,  Mich.,  and  daughter  of  Emerson  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Wray)  Wright.  The  four  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows:  Myrtle 
Hazel,  wife  of  William  Rice,  a  conductor  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  residing  at  Staples,  Minn. ;  Lillian  Ethel,  wife  of  Lafe  Christ,  a  farmer 
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of  Hannibal,  Wis. ;  Clesson  Emerson,  a  farmer  of  Durand  township,  Pepin 
county,  who  married  Annabell  Pierson;  and  Edith  May,  residing  at  home. 
Mr.  Patrow  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  now 
holding  the  office  of  vice  grand ;  also  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
the  Beavers  and  the  F.  R.  A.,  while  Mrs.  Patrow  belongs  to  the  Ladies’ 
Circle  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Emerson  Wright,  who  was  formerly  engaged  in  farming  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  near  Ionia,  Mich.,  Oct.  13,  1845.  In 
early  manhood  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming.  United  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Ann  Wray,  who  was  born  in  England  Feb.  7,  1847,  they  came 
in  1871  to  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  from  there,  about  1887, 
to  Durand,  in  which  vicinity,  after  farming  for  some  two  years,  Mr.  Wright 
died  in  December,  1909.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1911.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family,  numbering  11  children,  of  whom  their  daughter 
Mary,  as  elsewhere  mentioned,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Patrow. 

Elmer  H.  Rushenberg,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  the  old  Rushen- 
berg  homestead  in  Lima  township,  a  good  farm  of  80  acres,  was  bom  at 
Martell,  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  Aug.  15,  1867,  son  of  John  and  Julia 
(McGee)  Rushenberg.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father 
born  in  Pittsburgh  and  the  mother  in  Warren  county.  Coming  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  in  1866,  they  located  at  El  Paso,  Pierce  county,  where  John  Rushenberg 
engaged  in  mill  work  for  a  short  time.  Afterward  he  took  up  farming  and 
also  spent  a  number  of  winters  in  the  woods  as  a  lumberman.  In  1877  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Pepin  county,  locating  one  mile  from  the  farm  on 
which  his  son  Elmer  now  lives,  to  which  latter  he  removed  later.  Here  his 
death  took  place  in  1898.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served 
as  a  private  in  the  111th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  was 
discharged  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  on  account  of  dis¬ 
ability.  His  wife  is  now  living  on  the  farm  with  her  son,  Elmer  H.,  who 
was  the  first  born  of  their  four  children.  Two  of  those  children  are  now 
dead,  and  the  other  survivor  is  John  L.,  who  resides  at  Fond  du  Lac,  St. 
Louis  county,  Minnesota.  Elmer  H.  Rushenberg  in  his  boyhood  attended 
district  school  in  Lima  township  and  also  spent  one  winter  at  the  Durand 
high  school.  He  began  working  away  from  home  when  16  years  old  and 
subsequently  went  to  Ashland,  Wis.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  whole¬ 
sale  meat  firm.  On  his  father’s  death,  being  31  years  old,  he  returned  home 
to  manage  the  farm  and  care  for  his  mother,  and  has  since  remained  here. 
He  is  carrying  on  general  farming  successfully,  raising  both  grain  and 
stock,  and  is  also  interested  as  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  He  belongs  to  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
at  Durand.  In  politics- he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  not  hitherto  served  in 
public  office. 

Andrew  Prissel,  a  general  farmer  residing  in  section  25,  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  this  township  Nov.  26,  1878,  son  of  Leo  and  Josephine 
Prissel.  The  parents  were  born  and  married  in  Austria  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  to  Lima  township  in  1870,  settling  on  an  unimproved  farm  and 
starting  pioneer  life  in  a  log  house  and  building  also  a  log  barn.  For  some 
time  Leo  Prissel  worked  out  but  in  time  succeeded  in  clearing  and  develon- 
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ing  a  farm  which  supported  him  and  his  family.  In  time  also  he  acquired 
other  property,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  number  of  farms  and  being  gen¬ 
erally  recognized  as  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  citizen.  He  continued 
actively  employed  until  his  death  in  1901.  He  had  served  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  His  wife  died  in  September,  1915.  Andrew  Prissel 
was  the  fifth  bom  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  attended  school  in  Lima 
township  and  when  a  lad  of  15  began  working  for  others  at  intervals,  but 
resided  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  helping  his  father  when  not 
otherwise  employed.  In  October,  1903,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Barbara  Brunner,  who  was  bom  in  Lima  township,  daughter  of  Ferdinand 
and  Josephine  (Bauer)  Brunner,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Austria  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1869  and  developed  a  fine  farm  in  that  township. 
There  they  resided  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in  February,  1918, 
and  the  mother  in  1908.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Andrew  Prissel  took 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  and  of  which  he  is  the  owner.  It  con¬ 
tains  120  acres  of  excellent  land,  is  provided  with  modem  buildings  and 
is  thoroughly  equipped  with  all  necessary  implements  and  machinery  for 
general  farming.  Mr.  Prissel  is  operating  it  successfully  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company  and  the  Auditorium 
Company  of  Durand.  He  served  for  a  short  time  on  the  school  board,  and 
in  politics  is  independent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  of 
the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prissell  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Anna,  John  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  are  residing  with  their  parents. 

Joseph  W.  Turner,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Lima  township  resid¬ 
ing  in  section  4,  was  bom  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  May  6,  1850, 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Vickers)  Turner.  The  parents  were  natives 
of  England,  but  were  married  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  the  father  coming 
to  this  country  when  17  years  old,  and  the  mother  when  about  13.  John 
Turner  first  located  in  New  York  city,  where  for  a  short  time  he  worked 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Afterwards  he  followed  the  same  occupation  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then 
became  a  pioneer  settler  in  Walworth  county,  where  he  used  to  haul  wheat 
a  distance  of  90  miles  to  the  mill,  camping  out  on  the  way.  In  1866  he 
removed  from  Walworth  to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  and  twelve  years  later  to 
Columbia  county,  where  he  spent  his  last  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  88.  His 
wife  had  passed  away  20  years  before.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Joseph  W.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Joseph  W. 
Turner  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Fond  du  Lac  county.  Resid¬ 
ing  at  home  until  his  marriage,  he  then  began  farming  for  himself  on  40 
acres  of  land  in  Columbia  county.  There  he  resided  until  1887,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Pepin  county  and  took  charge  of  a  large  farm  in  Lima 
township,  of  which  his  present  estate  formed  a  part.  For  nine  years  he 
remained  its  manager,  and  for  the  next  three  years  rented  and  operated 
it  on  his  own  account,  making  a  number  of  improvements  thereon.  He 
then  purchased  the  property,  which  at  that  time  contained  440  acres,  but 
later  sold  160  acres  and  operated  the  rest,  which  he  continued  to  do  until 
the  marriage  of  his  son  in  1914.  Since  then,  as  a  general  farmer,  he  has 
operated  220  acres,  except  that  in  the  year  1917  he  rented  out  a  small  tract. 
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He  has  made  a  number  of  additional  improvements  on  the  place,  and  is 
doing  a  profitable  business.  In  politics  Mr.  Turner  is  a  Republican  and  is 
now  serving  in  his  tenth  year  as  school  clerk.  He  was  married  Dec.  31, 
1875,  to 'Eliza  Elwood,  who  was  born  in  Fairwater,  Fond  du  Lac  county, 
daughter  of  John  and  Gertrude  Elwood.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  they  removed  to  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  from  there  to  Wisconsin.  Both  died  in  Barron  county,  this 
state,  the  father  in  1878,  the  mother  many  years  later,  in  1915.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Turner  have  three  children:  Edith,  John  and  Mary.  Edith,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  Wade,  a  carpenter,  resides  in  Pepin  county,  one  mile  east 
of  the  Turner  farm,  her  husband  being  also  a  land  owner.  She  has  four 
children,  Albert,  Hazel,  Gladys  and  Alfred.  John,  who  lives  on  the  Turner 
homestead,  married  Meysel  Drinkwine,  and  has  two  children,  Violet  and 
John.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Lane,  a  farmer  living  six  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Menomonie  and  has  four  children,  Willis,  Kenneth,  Russell,  and 
an  infant  son  born  Sept.  8,  1918. 

Charles  Prissel,  a  thriving  farmer  operating  140  acres  of  land  in  sec¬ 
tion  26,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Nov.  18, 
1883,  son  of  Leo  and  Josephine  Prissel.  The  parents  came  to  this  town¬ 
ship  from  Austria  in  1870,  and  taking  unimproved  land,  spent  a  number 
of  years  as  pioneer  farmers,  their  residence  and  barn  being  constructed 
of  logs.  In  time,  however,  they  prospered,  Leo  Prissel  becoming  the  owner 
of  a  number  of  farms  and  taking  rank  among  the  enterprising  and  suc¬ 
cessful  agriculturists  of  the  township.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district  and  continued  his  active  career  until  his  death  in  1901. 
His  wife  survived  him,  dying  in  1915.  They  had  a  famly  of  nine  children. 
Charles  Prissel  was  brought  up  on  his  parents’  farm  and  attended  school 
in  the  Bear  Creek  district.  Until  his  marriage  in  1909  he  assisted  his 
father  and  then  located  on  his  present  farm  and  began  an  independent 
career.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  with  profitable  results,  his  land 
being  valuable  and  his  buildings  substantial  and  adequate  in  size  and  num¬ 
ber,  and  aside  from  his  regular  business  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter- 
County  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  hitherto 
taken  no  part  in  public  affairs.  In  1918  he  was  elected  as  secretary  of  the 
school  board  of  District  No.  8.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church 
in  Lima  township,  and  also  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  Mr. 
Prissel  was  married  in  May,  1909,  to  Theresa  Fugler,  who  was  born  at  Red 
Cedar,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  Fugler. 
Her  parents  settled  at  Red  Cedar  at  an  early  date,  coming  from  Austria, 
and  are  still  residing  there,  Mr.  Fugler  being  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs. 
Prissel  was  the  youngest  of  their  five  children.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Prissel  are  Edward,  Mary,  Nora,  Josie,  Helen,  Leo  and  Bruatine,  all 
residing  at  home. 

Anton  Weiss,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
who  has  also  held  important  office  in  the  county,  was  born  in  Austria  Janu¬ 
ary  5,  1868,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Kamerer)  Weiss.  He  was  13  years  old 
when  in  May,  1881,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  trend  of  emigration  to  the  great  Northwest,  they  located  in 
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Lima  township,  this  county,  where  John  Weiss  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  and  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil.  In  that  occupation  he  continued 
for  a  number  of  years,  meeting  with  good  success,  and  is  still  living  on  his 
farm  in  section  17,  though  now  retired.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  two 
children:  Anton,  the  direct  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Ernestine,  who 
is  unmarried  and  resides  at  home.  Anton  Weiss  attended  school  in  his 
native  land  and  afterwards  the  school  of  his  district  in  Lima  township. 
When  about  19  years  of  age,  having  saved  some  money,  he  bought  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  but  continued  his  residence  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  at  which  time  he  came  to  live  on  his 
own  property,  and  has  since  remained  here.  He  has  266  acres,  with  eighty 
acres  of  timber  land  on  “the  island,”  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming 
according  to  modern  methods  and  on  a  profitable  basis.  He  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company  and  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  former  company.  For  two  years 
he  has  also  held  the  office  of  secretary  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at 
Lima,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  belonging  also  to  the  Catholic  Knights  of 
Wisconsin.  In  politics  Mr.  Weiss  is  a  Democrat  with  independent  pro¬ 
clivities.  He  served  efficiently  for  two  years  in  the  office  of  county  treas¬ 
urer  and  for  twelve  years  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  was 
married  in  June,  1897,  to  Mary  Brunner,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara 
(Wissinger)  Brunner.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1871  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where 
Mr.  Brunner  died  in  1912.  His  wife  is  still  residing  on  the  old  home  farm. 
Of  their  five  children  their  daughter  Mary  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  this  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiss 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  John  and  Alfred,  both  of  whom  are  residing 
at  home. 

Frank  Haiden,  a  prosperous  general  farmer,  located  in  section  4,  Lima 
township,  was  born  in  Austria,  October  10,  1858,  son  of  Michael  and  Racey 
(Trucka)  Haiden,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  family  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  June,  1872,  and  proceeding  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  settled  in 
Lima  township,  where  Michael  Haiden  bought  land  and  developed  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  township,  residing  here  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  which  closed  in  1901.  His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years,  passing 
away  in  1905.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  Frank  was  the  third  born. 
Frank  Haiden  was  educated  in  Lima  township,  attending  district  school. 
He  resided  for  the  most  part  with  his  parents,  assisting  his  father,  but 
occasionally  working  away  from  home,  and  thus  passed  his  time  until  his 
marriage.  He  then  bought  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  120  acres  of 
land,  besides  an  additional  tract  of  twenty  acres  of  timber  land.  His  im¬ 
provements  and  equipment  are  thoroughly  modem  and  he  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  with  good  financial  returns,  also  being  a  stockholder  in 
the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  He-  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  Lima,  and  has  served  three  years  on  the  district  school 
board,  in  politics  being  independent.  Mr.  Haiden  was  married  January  8, 
1883,  to  Mary  Kaughman,  daughter  of  James  and  Emma  (Anna)  Kaugh- 
man.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  country  in  1882,  set- 
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tling  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  on  a  farm,  where  Mr.  Kaughman 
died  in  1910  and  his  wife  in  1914.  Their  daughter  Mary  was  the  eldest 
of  their  six  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haiden  have  a  family  of  children  num¬ 
bering  eleven,  whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows :  Andrew,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Albany  township,  this  county,  married  Birdie  Bauer.  Frank,  Jr.,  a 
farmer,  residing  two  miles  east  in  Lima  township,  married  Racie  Komro. 
Racie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Forster  and  lives  in  Durand.  Barbara  is  the 
wife  of  Philip  Prizel,  a  farmer  of  Lima  township.  Dora  is  the  wife  of 
Louis  Bauer  of  Lima  township;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Ebbe  Greene,  a  barber 
of  Hillsdale,  Wis.,  while  Henry,  Anna,  Rose,  Charles  and  Robert  are  living 
at  home. 

Oscar  L.  Nichols,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Pepin  county,  now  deceased,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  October  12,  1825.  He  became  a  farmer,  and  emi¬ 
grating  to  Wisconsin,  located  first  in  Dodge  county,  coming  from  there  to 
Pepin  county  in  1868,  and  settling  on  land  east  of  Durand  in  Durand  town¬ 
ship,  the  location  being  east  of  Skinner  Prairie  and  near  Fall  Creek,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  From  there  he  moved  to  Mondovi  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  on  land  southeast  of  the  present  farm  of  his  son  Albert  L. 
Nichols,  who  resides  in  section  36,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county.  There 
he  remained  practically  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1901. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Henrietta  Melscher,  was  bom  in  Ger¬ 
many  in  1835;  she  died  in  1891.  They  had  a  family  of  twelve  children: 
Edward  B.,  Albert  L.,  Anna,  Eunice,  Franklin  B.,  John,  who  died  in  infancy, 
Mary,  Emma,  Henry,  Harvey,  Enoch  and  Henrietta. 

Albert  Louis  Nichols,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  36,  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  was  bom  at  Hustisford,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  May  18,  1856,  son 
of  Oscar  L.  and  Henrietta  (Melscher)  Nichols,  who  came  to  Pepin  county  in 
1868.  He  attended  school  in  Hustisford,  Dodge  county,  and  later  at  Skin¬ 
ner  Prairie,  Pepin  county,  and  in  Mondovi  township,  Buffalo  county.  He 
began  working  out  when  only  14  years  of  age,  but  assisted  his  father  at 
intervals  until  he  was  24.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  in  Lima  township. 
Two  years  later,  December  25,  1882,  he  married  Laura  Prescott,  who  was 
bom  in  Sparta,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Sarah  (Barnard)  Prescott. 
Her  father,  a  farmer,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  her  mother  of  Canada. 
They  located  in  Sparta  before  that  town  was  placed  on  the  map.  Both 
are  now  deceased.  Of  their  five  children  Laura  was  the  third  born.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Nichols  bought  a  place  in  the  vicinity  of  his  last  farm. 
Six  years  later  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  section  36,  Lima  township, 
where  he  has  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  and  does  general  farming.  He 
has  been  successful  and  has  taken  his  place  among  the  prosperous  citizens 
of  the  township.  Although  not  participating  actively  in  public  affairs,  he 
takes  a  good  citizen’s  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides  and  is  always  willing  to  support  any  practical  project  for  its  ad¬ 
vancement.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Albert 
Edward,  who  is  a  farmer  residing  on  the  parental  homestead ;  Minnie  Alice, 
wife  of  Seymour  Cooper,  and  a  resident  of  East  Pepin,  Albany  township; 
Endora,  Edith,  Arthur  William,  Inez,  Susie  and  Henry  Lyman,  residing  at 
home.  Another  child,  Harvey,  bora  after  Arthur  W.,  died  in  childhood. 
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Sylvester  Falkner,  a  general  farmer  in  Lima  township,  whose  farm 
of  180  acres  is  situated  in  section  36,  was  born  in  Austria,  November  6, 
1866,  son  of  Sylvester  and  Agnes  (Flushing)  Falkner.  The  parents,  also 
natives  of  Austria,  spent  their  lives  in  their  native  land,  the  father  being 
engaged  in  farming.  Neither  ever  came  to  this  country.  Sylvester,  Jr., 
was  the  eldest  of  five  children.  He  attended  school  in  Austria,  coming  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  26,  in  1893.  After  working  for  others 
until  1900,  he  bought  his  present  farm,  which  he  operates  in  a  general  way, 
raising  both  crops  and  stock  with  good  financial  returns.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Tarrant  Creamery  Company.  Mr.  Falkner  was  married 
in  1904  to  Barbara  Upludinger,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  in  which  country 
her  parents  still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falkner  have  four  children:  Joseph¬ 
ine,  Grace,  John  and  August,  all  residing  at  home.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  church  and  of  the  Catholic  Family  Protective  Associa¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Falkner  also  belonging  to  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 

Andrew  Hitz,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  Austria  in  April,  1853,  son  of  Martin  and  Rosa  Hitz.  The  parents 
were  also  natives  of  Austria,  in  which  country  they  died.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  because  of  illness  in  boyhood,  never  attended  school.  He  came 
to  America  in  1880  and  to  Pepin  county  in  1881,  locating  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides  and  where  he  is  doing  general  farming.  Starting 
with  eighty  acres  of  land,  in  section  7,  he  gradually  increased  his  holdings 
until  he  had  640  acres,  but  having  given  each  of  his  sons  a  farm,  he  has 
now  forty  acres  left.  Like  most  successful  farmers  nowadays,  he  gives 
a  good  deal  of  his  attention  to  dairying.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  Religiously  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Lima,  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Hitz  was  married  in 
1878  to  Julia  Ramerill,  a  native  of  Austria,  whose  parents  never  came  to 
this  country.  He  has  four  children:  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Bauer,  a 
farmer  of  Lima  township ;  Mary,  wife  of  Louis  Shabauer,  residing  three 
miles  east  in  Lima  township ;  Matt,  who  has  a  farm  across  the  road  from 
his  father,  and  who  married  Mary  Fedi,  and  Frank,  who  married  Hannah 
Mexner  and  resides  on  the  home  farm. 

William  E.  Alkire,  a  farmer  residing  in  section  26,  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Durand,  this  county,  April  13,  1864,  son  of  Isaac 
D.  and  Louisa  (Elmore)  Alkire.  He  resided  at  home  until  one  year  before 
his  marriage,  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  which  he  had  purchased. 
There  were  then  no  buildings  on  the  property  and  he  had  to  make  all  the 
improvements,  which  have  been  extensive.  The  farm  now  contains  152 
acres  and  is  well  provided  with  modern  buildings,  tools  and  machinery. 
Here  Mr.  Alkire  carried  on  agricultural  operations  for  a  number  of  years, 
giving  particular  attention  to  breeding  Jersey  cattle.  He  is  now  living 
retired,  having  leased  his  farm  land  to  others.  He  has  served  as  town 
clerk  of  Durand  township  since  1887  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1905, 
1906  and  1917,  and  for  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  School  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  4.  When  only  a  lad  attending  school,  Mr.  Alkire  shared  his 
father’s  interest  in  scientific  curios.  He  has  made  extensive  additions  to 
his  father’s  collection,  which  is  now  one  of  the  largest — perhaps  the  largest 
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of  a  general  character — in  the  state,  containing  specimens  from  every  part 
of  the  globe.  They  are  kept  in  a  building  16  by  24  feet  in  ground  dimen¬ 
sions,  and  for  proper  display  should  have  twice  that  much  space.  Mr. 
Alkire  was  married  September  8,  1885,  in  Lima  township,  to  Carrie  How¬ 
ard,  of  Lima,  who  was  born  June  25,  1866,  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Betsey 
(Kinney)  Howard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alkire  have  one  daughter,  Anna  Bell, 
who  is  a  musical  artist  of  considerable  ability,  spending  much  of  her  time 
in  traveling  with  the  Cora  Youngblood  Corson  Company.  When  not  thus 
engaged  she  resides  at  home.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Durand  high  school, 
and  acquired  her  musical  education  in  the  Minneapolis  School  of  Music  and 
at  Warren,  Ohio. 

Isaac  D.  Alkire,  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Durand  town¬ 
ship,  and  widely  known  for  his  researches  in  geology  and  archaeology,  was 
born  near  Springfield,  Ill.,  December  2,  1826.  He  was  reared  to  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  and  remained  in  his  native  state  until  1861,  when  he  came 
to  Wisconsin.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  which  he  operated  for  four  years,  the  latter  three  of 
which  he  lived  in  Durand.  After  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  the  outskirts  of  Durand,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  January 
25,  1913.  A  man  of  inquiring  mind  and  studious  habits,  he  early  began 
making  a  collection  of  curios,  and  before  his  death  he  had  acquired  one  of 
the  largest  private  collections  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  Mr.  Alkire  married 
Louisa  Elmore,  born  near  Springfield,  Ill.,  September  30,  1832,  and  died 
near  Durand,  August  12,  1916.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Lissa  Bell,  now  deceased,  and  William  E.,  a  farmer  of  Durand  township. 

Lucius  Howard,  an  early  settler  of  Lima  township,  was  born  at  Riel  - 
field,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  December  6,  1832,  son  of  Hiram  and  Amanda 
M.  (Starr)  Howard.  He  was  taken  to  Rockton,  Ill.,  as  a  boy,  and  there 
engaged  in  farm  work  and  teaming.  He  first  came  to  this  region  in  1855, 
when  he  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Chippewa.  He  was  married  the 
following  year,  and  about  a  year  later  settled  in  Lima  township,  making 
the  trip  from  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  overland  by  team.  He  pre-empted 
a  tract  of  land,  erected  a  pole  cabin,  and  with  such  primitive  means  as  were 
at  his  disposal  started  farming.  As  time  passed  he  prospered  until  he 
owned  a  well  stocked  farm  of  240  acres.  He  served  in  numerous  local  offices, 
and  was  widely  esteemed  as  a  hospitable  courteous  gentleman.  He  was 
married  at  Avon,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  June  10,  1856,  to  Betsey  Kinney, 
born  in  Independence  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Roxana  (Wilson)  Kinney,  natives  of  Vermont  of  English  descent.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  had  six  children,  Joseph  S.,  Hiram,  Cephas  W.,  Carrie, 
who  married  William  E.  Alkire,  Addie  M.  and  George  L. 

Hiram  Howard,  father  of  Lucius  Howard,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  April  25,  1808,  of  mixed  English  and  Welsh  descent.  He  was  taken 
as  a  boy  to  Pennsylvania,  from  which  state  he  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Amanda  M.  Starr,  the  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Betsy  Starr, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  sea  captain,  and  both  of  whom  were  New  Eng¬ 
landers  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Amanda  M.  Howard  died  March  4,  1844, 
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and  Hiram  Howard  afterward  married  Mrs.  Lucy  Triplet,  and  moved  the 
family  to  Rockton,  Ill. 

Lucius  Howard,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1857, 
who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  fine  farm  in  Lima  township  now  operated 
by  his  son,  George  L.  Howard,  was  born  at  Richfield,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
December  1,  1832,  son  of  Hiram  and  Amanda  M.  (Starr)  Howard.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  of  English  descent  and  his  grandmother  was  a 
Welsh  woman.  They  had  four  children:  Timothy,  Hiram,  Philander  and 
Lucinda.  Hiram  Howard  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  April  25, 
1808,  and  died  at  Spring  Valley,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  June  2,  1860. 
While  a  boy  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and  later  to  Richfield,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  married  in  1831.  Mrs.  Amanda  M.  Howard  was  born  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  her  parents,  Christopher  and  Betsey  Starr,  were  Yankees,  and  tht 
former  was  a  sea  captain.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Howard’s  children  were 
Lucius,  Franklin  P.,  Almira  A.  and  Francis  T.  Lucius  Howard  attended 
school  regularly  until  his  mother’s  death,  which  occurred  March  5,  1844, 
after  which  he  had  little  opportunity  for  schooling.  His  father  afterwards 
married  Mrs.  Lucy  Triplet  and  the  family  removed  to  Rockton,  Ill.  There 
Lucius  worked  at  farming,  teaming  and  such-like  occupations  until  1853, 
when  he  came  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin.  In  1855  and  1856  he  spent 
about  nine  months  lumbering  on  the  Chippewa  river.  He  was  married  at 
Avon,  Rock  county,  June  10,  1856,  to  Betsey,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rox¬ 
ana  (Wilson)  Kinney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  were  born  in  Vermont,  but 
the  family  were  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Howard  was  born  in  Independ¬ 
ence  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio.  About  a  year  after  his  marriage,  or 
in  1857,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  removed  to  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
pre-empting  land  in  section  28,  of  which  he  was  the  first  owner  after  the 
government.  Upon  him  devolved  the  hard  pioneer  labor  of  clearing  and 
developing  the  farm,  which  in  time  he  enlarged  by  additional  land  pur¬ 
chases  until  he  owned  240  acres.  His  first  dwelling  here  was  a  pole  cabin, 
and  he  made  other  improvements  as  fast  as  his  limited  means  would  permit. 
When  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  place  game  was  not  over  plentiful, 
most  of  the  deer  having  been  killed  during  the  deep  snow  of  the  previous 
winter.  Bears  occasionally  came  in  sight,  however,  for  several  yeras.  In 
time  Mr.  Howard  succeeded  in  bringing  his  farm  into  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  As  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  township,  his  aid  in  governmental 
affairs  was  frequently  solicited  and  he  took  enough  time  from  his  own 
private  business  to  serve  as  clerk,  assessor,  chairman  of  the  township 
board,  etc.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  State  Bank  of  Durand, 
now  the  First  National  Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in  it.  As  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  he  was  successful  and,  among  other  things,  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  fine  dairy  herd  now  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Howard’s  death  was  the  result 
of  injuries  received  in  a  street  car  accident,  while  he  was  driving  in  a  cutter 
with  Mr.  David  Wilson,  between  Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa  Falls.  Mr. 
Wilson  died  within  ten  hours,  while  Mr.  Howard  lived  five  weeks  after¬ 
wards,  passing  away  January  20, 1902.  The  sad  event  caused  much  sorrow 
in  the  community,  of  which  he  had  been  for  so  many  years  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  on  the  old 
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farm  with  her  son  George  L.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Hiram,  Joseph  S.,  Cephas  W.,  Carrie  (Mrs.  W.  E.  Alkire),  Addie  M.,  and 
George  L.,  above  mentioned. 

George  L.  Howard,  proprietor  of  the  old  Howard  farm,  a  fine  estate 
in  sections  28  and  33,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  on  this  farm 
August  16,  1872,  son  of  Lucius  and  Betsey  (Kinney)  Howard.  The  young¬ 
est  of  his  parents’  six  children,  he  attended  district  school  in  this  township, 
and  later  the  Durand  high  school,  also  taking  a  two  years’  course  in  the 
agricultural  college  at  Madison.  He  was  brought  up  to  farming  and  has 
always  resided  on  the  parental  homestead,  which,  when  he  was  24  years 
old,  he  rented,  operating  it  on  that  basis  for  four  years.  He  then  purchased 
the  homestead  and  has  since  operated  it  as  proprietor.  The  farm  contains 
320  acres  and  in  addition  Mr.  Howard  owns  sixty-four  acres  of  timber  land 
on  the  island.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  giving  particular  attention 
to  stock  raising,  his  stock  including  full-blooded  Jersey  cattle,  registered 
Shropshire  sheep  and  Poland-China  hogs,  all  of  which  he  has  found  profit¬ 
able  when  well  cared  for.  In  addition  to  these  interests  Mr.  Howard  is 
secretary,  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Co-operative  Creamery 
Company  at  Tarrant,  a  concern  which  does  a  business  of  $75,000  a  year; 
and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company,  and  a 
stockholder  in  and  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand. 
Most  of  his  time,  however,  is  devoted  to  the  farm.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  with  independent  proclivities,  but  has  not  aspired  to  local  office. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at 
Durand.  On  July  1,  1902,  Mr.  Howard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
E.  Field,  who  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  daughter  of  James  Henry  and 
Mary  (Ward)  Field.  Mr.  Field  was  born  at  Berlin,  Wis.,  October  18, 1848, 
and  in  early  life  learned  the  tinsmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman  for  a  number  of  years  in  Iowa,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  northern  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  other  localities.  From  1884  to  1908  he  resided  in  Ashland, 
Wis.,  and  then  came  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Howard,  at  whose  home 
he  died  February  26, 1915.  His  wife,  who  was  born  near  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
August  6,  1853,  died  in  Ashland,  September  11,  1891.  Their  daughter, 
Mary  E.,  who  was  the  eldest  of  five  children,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Ashland,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Alice  Ethel,  George  Field  and  Edwin  Lucius,  all  residing  at  home. 

Emil  R.  Klein,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Cross  township,  Buffalo 
county,  was  born  on  the  old  Klein  farm  in  Belvidere  township,  this  county, 
July  21,  1878,  son  of  Gottlob  and  Marie  (S(einman)  Klein,  of  whom  a 
memoir  appear  in  this  work.  At  the  age  of  four  years,  in  1882,  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Bohri  valley,  in  Cross  township.  Like  the  boys 
of  his  day  and  age,  he  attended  the  district  school,  his  education  being 
later  supplemented  by  a  year’s  study  in  the  high  school.  He  grew  up  on 
the  parental  farm  in  Cross  township,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  To 
better  equip  himself  for  the  practice  of  modern  farming,  in  1900  he  took 
the  agricultural  short  course  at  the  State  University  of  Madison,  Wis.,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  that  year.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm 
and  was  associated  with  his  father  until  1902.  That  year  his  father  retired 
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and  Emil  purchased  260  acres  of  the  home  farm,  this  being  the  tract  that 
he  is  now  operating.  Since  becoming  the  owner  and  proprietor  he  has 
made  valuable  improvements  on  the  place.  His  barn  he  has  remodeled 
and  enlarged,  its  dimensions  being  now  50  by  100  feet,  with  full  basement, 
concrete  floor,  and  with  modern  and  sanitary  equipment  throughout.  He 
has  also  erected  a  large  silo  of  the  best  make,  14  by  45  feet,  with  a  capacity 
of  145  tons.  There  is  running  water  both  in  his  residence  and  barn,  and 
both  are  lighted  by  electricity  from  his  own  individual  farm  plant.  Mr. 
Klein  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  hustling  farmers  of  the  present  day.  His 
farm  is  well  cared  for  and  its  well  cultivated  fields  and  the  surroundings 
give  evidence  of  hard  work  and  good  judgment  on  the  part  of  its  owner. 
He  is  doing  a  profitable  business,  following  general  diversified  farming, 
and  is  engaged  extensively  in  the  breeding  of  pure-bred  Shorthorn  cattle, 
having  a  herd  of  about  50  head.  He  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  town 
affairs,  having  served  for  15  years  as  school  clerk  and  three  years  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  town  board,  by  virtue  of  the  latter  office  becoming  a  member 
also  of  the  county  board,  on  which  he  rendered  good  service.  A  man  of 
sound  judgment,  clear  foresight  and  unswerving  principle,  he  has  all  the 
qualifications  of  a  useful  and  reliable  citizen.  He  and  his  family  have  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  stand  high  in  the  community.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Klein  was  married  Aug.  27, 
1903,  to  Adeline  Mueller,  who  was  born  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo 
county,  May  17,  1885,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Amelia  (Will)  Mueller.  Her 
father  and  mother  are  now  residents  of  Winona,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Klein  have  five  children  living:  Luveme,  Adaline,  Millar,  Evelyne,  and 
Kenel,  all  residing  at  home. 

Gottlob  Klein,  formerly  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Bohri  valley,  Cross 
township,  Buffalo  county,  but  now  living  retired  in  Fountain  City,  was 
bom  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  March  12,  1842.  At  the  age  of  14  years, 
in  1856,  he  came  to  America,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857  he  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county.  There  he  resided  until  1882,  when 
he  moved  to  Bohri  valley,  Cross  township,  where  he  had  previously  pur¬ 
chased  land :  a  tract  of  180  acres  in  section  6,  together  with  40  acres  across 
the  road  in  section  7 ;  also  40  acres  in  section  8,  20  in  section  5,  and  15  on 
the  Trempealeau  river,  all  being  well  improved.  He  took  up  his  residence 
in  section  7,  on  which  tract  there  was  only  a  house.  There  he  built  a  fine 
bam,  36  by  60  feet,  which  was  the  first  balloon  frame  bam  in  the  section. 
In  May,  1891,  he  bought  160  acres  of  the  old  John  Sutter  farm,  in  sec¬ 
tions  6  and  7.  These  extensive  holdings  he  retained  until  1902,  when  he 
sold  260  acres  to  his  son  Emil,  and  200  acres  to  his  son  Henry  G.  The  same 
year  he  and  his  wife  retired  to  Fountain  City,  where  they  are  both  now 
living,  and  where  in  February,  1918,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding. 
Mr.  Klein's  career  as  a  farmer  was  marked  by. persevering  industry  and 
enterprise  and  rewarded  with  prosperity.  He  was  a  successful  breeder  of 
Holstein  cattle,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  employ  horse-power  in  thresh¬ 
ing,  operating  a  machine  which  had  wooden  cylinder  teeth.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  served  on  his  district  school  board  and  was  for  some  time 
a  trustee  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  at  Fountain  City,  of  which  he 
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is  a  member.  Mr.  Klein  was  married  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  Feb.  8,  1868,  to  Marie  Steinman,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
Jan.  22,  1846,  and  who  came  to  America  in  1865,  resided  two  years  in  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  and  then  came  to  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county.  Five 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union :  Henry  G.,  of  Fountain  City ;  Adolph, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Clara,  now  Mrs.  Rudolph  Fried;  Emil  R.,  of  Cross 
township,  and  Oscar  J.,  who  resides  in  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Andrew  J.  Wallace,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Durand,  though  other¬ 
wise  a  retired  business  man,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  19,  1838, 
son  of  Charles  and  Lucy  (Hovey)  Wallace.  The  father,  a  native  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  was  a  contractor  and  builder  who,  after  various  migrations,  set¬ 
tled  in  Durand,  Wis.,  in  1862,  where  for  many  years  he  followed  the  same 
business.  Andrew  J.  was  the  fourth  born  of  his  parents’  eight  children. 
He  attended  common  school  in  Ontario  and  Massachusetts,  and  the  high 
school  and  an  academy  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  and  when  19  years  old  began 
working  as  a  farm  hand.  Later  he  taught  school  for  one  term  in  Iowa. 
In  1860  he  came  to  Durand,  Wis.,  which  at  that  time  was  but  a  small  ham¬ 
let.  For  about  a  year  he  was  employed  here  in  working  for  others.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  or  in  June,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
I,  2nd  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  fall  of  1863.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  for  disability  and  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  returning 
home  to  Durand  in  poor  health.  For  a  year  or  two  afterwards  he  was 
employed  as  a  steamboat  agent.  Then,  in  1867,  Mr.  Wallace  opened  a 
hardware  store  which  he  conducted  alone  until  1879,  when  he  took  as  part¬ 
ner  William  C.  Hammond,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Wallace  &  Hammond,, 
which  was  continued  until  Mr.  Wallace  sold  out  in  1888.  On  account  of 
poor  health  he  spent  the  winter  of  1888  and  1889  in  California.  Subse¬ 
quently  elected  county  clerk  of  Pepin  county,  he  served  in  that  position  for 
four  years.  In  1895  he  became  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Statistics  at 
Madison  and  was  thus  occupied  for  two  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Durand,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1915,  writing 
fire,  life  and  accident  policies.  In  1884  Mr.  Wallace  assisted  in  organizing 
the  Bank  of  Durand,  of  which  he  has  been  president  since  1905.  Aside 
from  attending  to  his  duties  in  this  office,  he  is  now  living  retired,  having 
acquired  a  fair  competence.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  addition 
to  the  political  offices  already  mentioned,  he  has  served  as  alderman,  super¬ 
visor,  city  treasurer  and  assessor  of  Durand.  Mr.  Wallace  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order  since  1864,  and  his  record  therein,  as  far 
as  he  has  advanced,  has  been  one  of  distinction.  He  received  the  symbolic 
degrees  in  Durand  Lodge,  No.  149,  of  which  he  was  worshipful  master  in 
1870,  1881,  1882,  1885  and  1888.  In  1880  he  received  the  capitulary  de¬ 
grees  in  Menominie  Chapter,  No.  53,  and  was  dimitted  to  Durand  Chapter 
No.  61,  in  1885.  In  1881  he  received  the  order  of  knighthood  in  Eau  Claire 
Commandery,  No.  8,  and  in  1889  was  grand  junior  warden  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  high  priest  of  Durand  Chapter  in  1891, 
1892,  1893,  1894  and  1900.  In  1894  he  was  elected  grand  scribe  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  and  was  grand  king  in  1895,  deputy  grand 
high  priest  in  1896,  and  grand  high  priest  in  1897.  In  addition  to  his 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


659 


Masonic  affiliations,  he  belongs  to  Charles  Coleman  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which 
he  is  past  commander  and  the  present  quartermaster.  Mr.  Wallace  was 
married,  March  7,  1871,  to  Sarah  A.  Fraser,  who  was  born  in  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  John  and  Jessie  (Draver)  Fraser.  Her 
parents  came  to  Durand  in  1863,  her  father  being  a  prominent  lawyer  here 
for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Sarah  Fra§er,  who  is  the  child  of  Mrs.  Wallace’s 
brother,  Horace  Fraser. 

Charles  Wallace,  who  died  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  in  1889,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  87  years,  had  for  27  years  been  a  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  resident  here.  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1802  and  be¬ 
came  a  contractor  and  builder.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Canada, 
where  he  married  Lucy  Hovey,  a  native  of  Ontario,  and  later  he  returned  to 
Massachusetts  accompanied  by  his  wife.  After  residing  there  for  a  while, 
they  joined  the  tide  of  westward  emigration,  locating  in  Minnesota,  from 
which  state  they  came  in  1862  to  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wis.  Here  Mr. 
Wallace  followed  his  trade  for  many  years.  Though  he  never  aspired  to 
public  office,  he  was  closely  identified  with  the  business  life  of  Durand  and 
assisted  largely  in  the  development  of  the  place.  During  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  he  was  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died  in  1875.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Olive,  Henrietta,  Sophronia,  Andrew  J., 
Albert  H.,  Mariette,  Frederick  and  Eugene. 

John  Fraser,  formerly  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Durand,  Pepin  county, 
was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
young  man,  settling  directly  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  married  in  this  state 
to  Jessie  Draver,  who  also  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  They  resided 
in  Walworth  county  until  1863,  and  then  came  to  Durand,  where  Mr. 
Fraser  practiced  law  for  a  number  of  years,  serving  for  a  while  as  district 
attorney.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  here,  Mr.  Fraser  in  1895  and  Mrs. 
Fraser  in  1896.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  their  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah  A.,  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Wallace  of  this  place.  The 
others  are  Jenette,  Elizabeth,  Davina,  Margaret,  Frank,  Leila,  Annabel 
and  Horace. 

William  Boyd  Newcomb,  pioneer,  one  of  the  most  picturesque  char¬ 
acters  in  the  history  of  Pepin  village  and  county,  and  who  may,  indeed, 
be  called  the  father  of  the  village,  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Nov.  24,  1822.  His  father,  Samuel  Newcomb,  Jr.,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Newcomb,  Sr.,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  patriot  army  of  the  Revolution,  serving  under  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne, 
in  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Monmouth.  The  old  home  of  the  family 
was  at  Dartmouth,  Devonshire,  England.  Mr.  Newcomb  was  a  direct  de¬ 
scendant  of  Thomas  Newcomen,  who  is  credited  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britan¬ 
nia  with  the  invention  of  the  first  practical  steam  engine.  He  acquired  a 
good  common  school  education,  and  in  1843,  having  attained  his  majority, 
came  west  to  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
He  afterward  went  to  Dubuque,  where  he  taught  during  the  winter  of 
1845-46.  In  1846  he  came  to  Pepin  with  his  sister,  Nancy  F.,  who  returned 
to  Fort  Madison  the  following  year.  Mr.  Newcomb  went  to  Menominie, 
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Wis.,  in  1847,  and  worked  as  a  lumberman  and  pilot.  On  June  19,  1849,  he 
married  Hester  Foster,  who  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Ohio,  opposite 
Maysville,  Ky.,  Jan.  18,  1825,  daughter  of  Abner  and  Mary  (Wanisford)  . 
Foster.  In  1850  Mr.  Newcomb  came  to  Pepin  township  to  live,  and  in  the 
following  year  made  a  claim  to  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  25,  town¬ 
ship  23,  range  15,  and  built  a  house  on  what  is  now  lot  2,  block  9,  which 
was  the  first  house  in  the  village.  He  received  a  patent  of  the  land  from 
the  United  States  government,  Oct.  2,  1854.  On  this  land  the  village  was 
platted  by  A.  W.  Miller,  county  surveyor.  Mr.  Newcomb  spent  most  of 
his  time  as  pilot  on  the  Mississippi  river  until  obliged  by  failing  health 
to  retire.  He  always  took  an  interest  in  public  enterprises.  At  one  time 
he  purchased  the  outfit  of  the  Pepin  Independent,  which  he  sold  to  Capt. 
Wilson,  who  removed  it  to  Menomonie.  He  joined  the  Republican  party 
soon  after  its  formation  and  was  ever  afterward  one  of  its  active  members 
in  Pepin.  Among  the  various  public  positions  he  held  were  those  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  postmaster,  township  treasurer,  county  treasurer,  and  he  was 
the  first  county  recorder.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  New¬ 
comb  helped  to  form  a  company  of  troops,  with  whom  he  marched  to 
Madison,  and  while  with  them  received  a  lieutenant’s  commission,  but  his 
anticipations  of  military  usefulness  were  cut  short  by  poor  health  and  he 
was  obliged  to  return  home.  Though  a  pioneer  in  a  new  country,  and  a 
river  man,  and  often  obliged  to  come  into  contact  with  men  of  rough  type, 
he  was  himself  a  man  of  strong  moral  and  religious  character.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  from  his  youth,  and  a  licensed  exhorter. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Masonic  lodge  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars.  By  his  death,  which  occurred  June  10,  1882,  Pepin  lost  one 
of  her  most  useful  and  honored  citizens.  His  wife  died  Dec.  29,  1898. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Orrin  J.,  born  June  13, 
1850;  Mary  E.,  born  Nov.  5,  1851,  who  became  the  wife  of  L.  O.  Fuller; 
John  F.,  born  Nov.  2,  1853 ;  Isaac  M.,  born  May  9,  1855 ;  William  Boyd, 
Jr.,  born  Nov.  6,  1856 ;  Samuel  H.,  born  Aug.  18,  1858,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Frank,  born  Dec.  4,  1867. 

William  Boyd  Newcomb,  the  present  county  judge  of  Pepin  county, 
was  bom  in  Pepin,  Wis.,  Nov.  6,  1856,  the  fifth  child  of  William  Boyd,  Sr., 
and  Hester  (Foster  )  Newcomb.  He  attended  common  and  graded  school 
and  also  the  Pepin  high  school,  but  helped  to  support  himself  at  the  early 
age  of  ten  years,  working  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  When  strong 
enough  he  was  employed  at  harvesting  and  threshing,  beginning  when 
about  14  years  of  age,  and  at  16  or  17  used  to  spend  the  harvest  season 
on  farms  in  Minnesota.  During  this  period  he  attended  school  in  the 
winter  and  with  his  earnings  assisted  his  parents,  being  thus  occupied 
until  the  age  of  21.  In  1879  he  began  teaching  school  in  Pepin  county,  and 
followed  that  profession  for  several  seasons,  but  found  it  uncongenial,  as 
he  could  not  stand  the  confinement.  During  the  vacations  for  three  years 
he  worked  on  a  river  steamboat,  at  intervals.  When  22  years  old  Judge 
Newcomb  bought  land  in  Pepin  township  and  engaged  in  farming,  operat¬ 
ing  his  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Durand  in  1904,  and  his 
mother  spending  her  declining  years  with  him.  This  property  he  later 
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disposed  of.  In  1882,  1883  and  1884  he  was  in  North  Dakota,  engaged 
chiefly  in  farm  work.  In  May,  1897  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present 
offlce  as  county  judge,  in  which  he  has  served  with  ability  and  to  the  public 
satisfaction  up  to  the  present  time.  He  was  previously  clerk  of  Pepin 
township  for  five  terms  from  1888,  and  county  treasurer  two  terms.  Since 
its  organization  he  has  been  a  stockholder  in  the  Pepin  Pickling  Company. 
He  is  the  present  secretary  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  in  Durand,  belongs  to 
the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Pepin,  which  he  has  served 
as  venerable  councillor,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Equitable  Fraternal  Union. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Durand 
branch  of  the  Eau  Claire  Chapter  of  Civilian  Relief,  and  a  member  of  the 
Pepin  County  Liberty  Loan  Committee.  Judge  Newcomb  was  united  in 
marriage  Nov.  30,  1897,  to  Elizabeth  Jane  Reid,  who  was  born  at  St. 
Johns,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Beatly) 
Reid.  Her  parents  came  to  Wisconsin  with  their  family  in  1858,  locating 
in  Pepin,  where  they  remained  about  two  years,  and  then  moving  to  Fall 
City,  Dunn  county,  where  for  five  years  Mr.  Reid  followed  his  trade  of 
blacksmith  and  horseshoer,  at  which  he  was  an  expert.  From  Fall  City  he 
went  to  Missouri  to  enlist  in  a  Missouri  regiment  whose  captain  he  knew, 
and  served  about  two  years,  being  attached  to  the  regiment  as  black¬ 
smith.  '  After  his  return  from  the  army  he  went  from  Fall  City  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  Wis.,  where  besides  following  his  trade  he  bought  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  There  his  death  took  place  May  16,  1910.  He  was  a  man  of 
superior  education,  having  been  trained  for  the  Episcopal  ministry.  His 
wife  died  Dec.  31,  1908.  They  had  a  large  family,  numbering  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Jane,  was  the  second  born.  She 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Louisville,  Dunn  county,  and  was  first  mar¬ 
ried  to  Andrew  Broatch,  who  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  July  25,  1851, 
and  came  to  Pepin  county  with  his  parents  when  about  four  years  of  age. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pepin  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
himself  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Pepin  township.  He  also  oper¬ 
ated  a  threshing  outfit  and  in  the  winter  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
meat.  His  death  occurred  in  January,  1883.  Of  the  marriage  of  Andrew 
Broatch  with  Elizabeth  Jane  Reid  two  children  were  born:  James  B., 
single,  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  manufacturer  of  cement  blocks,  now 
carrying  on  business  in  Pepin,  and  Anderwana  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  F.  Percey,  who  is  connected  with  the  post  office  at  Nelson,  Wis., 
as  driver  of  a  mail  route,  having  been  appointed  under  civil  service  rules. 
Mrs.  Newcomb  is  a  member  of  the  ladies’  branch  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  also 
of  the  Eastern  Star  lodge  in  Pepin. 

Swan  Erickson,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture  on  a  good- 
sized  farm  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was  bora 
near  Guttenburg,  Sweden,  Sept.  25,  1862,  son  of  Erick  Bryngelson  and 
Anna  Grata  Johnson.  Both  parents  died  in  Sweden,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Swan  Erickson  was  the  eighth  born 
of  their  children.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  where  he  remained 
until  the  age  of  20  years  and  then  came  to  the  United  States.  Locating 
first  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  he  obtained  work  on  the  St.  Paul  &  Milwaukee 
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Railroad,  in  the  construction  department,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  one 
year.  He  continued  for  four  years  to  reside  in  Eau  Claire,  doing  various 
kinds  of  work,  and  then  went  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  followed  the  mason’s 
trade,  working  on  the  Gt.  Northern  and  Northern  Pacific  Railroads.  Re¬ 
maining  in  St.  Paul  until  1899,  Mr.  Erickson  then  went  to  Staples,  Minn., 
in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  being  engaged  in  construction  work 
for  about  nine  months.  From  there  he  went  to  Helena,  Mont.,  finding 
employment  in  that  place  as  a  mason  and  on  construction  work  for  the 
electric  street  car  system,  residing  there  from  March,  1890,  to  January, 
1891.  Having  by  this  time  saved  some  money  he  resolved  to  follow  a 
more  independent  career  and  accordingly  came  to  Durand,  buying  220 
acres  of  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  two  acres  lying  within  its  limits. 
Here  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  raising  high  grade 
Shorthorn  cattle  and  other  good  stock,  with  profitable  results.  His  farm 
is  a  well  improved  and  valuable  piece  of  agricultural  property,  and  Mr. 
Erickson  through  his  own  enterprise  and  industry  has  risen  from  the 
position  of  an  ordinary  wage-earner  to  that  of  an  independent  land  owner, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  Durand  township. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  while  for  the  most 
part  endorsing  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  is  a  believer  in  Prohi¬ 
bition,  supporting  that  cause  on  every  good  opportunity.  Mr.  Erickson 
was  married,  July  26,  1891,  to  Miss  May  Phelps,  who  was  born  in  Grand 
Haven,  Mich.,  daughter  of  David  W.  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Phelps.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  1829,  and  her  mother  in  Vermont,  in 
1831.  They  settled  about  1869  or  1870  at  Fall  Creek,  Pepin  county,  Wis., 
from  which  place  they  came  to  Durand.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation.  He  became  a  prominent  citizen  of  Durand  township,  and  was  also 
well  known  and  popular  beyond  its  limits,  as  he  was  elected  county  treas¬ 
urer,  in  which  office  he  served  efficiently  for  four  years.  He  was  also 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Durand  for  a  number  of  terms.  In  1890  he  and 
his  wife  moved  to  the  state  of  Washington,  where  both  died,  though  Mr. 
Phelps  had  spent  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  in  southern  California. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Phelps  occurred  Jan.  23,  1907,  and  that  of  Mr.  Phelps 
May  12,  1912.  Their  daughter,  May,  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  the  others  being  Frederick  A.,  Dolly  and  Cora,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  Dolly.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  had  six  children: 
Amy  Blanche,  who  died  at  the  age  of  13  months;  Cora  Grace,  who  is  a 
school  teacher,  residing  at  home ;  Lloyd  Edward,  Roy  Harold,  Edgar  Lewis 
and  Wilfred  Herbert,  who  also  live  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Erick¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Reserve  Association,  being  the  present 
treasurer  of  Durand  Council,  his  wife  acting  as  secretary. 

Joseph  Morgan  Hardy,  for  many  years  well  known  in  Pepin  county  as 
an  expert  agriculturist,  but  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  August  7,  1850.  His  parents  were  Perry  E.  and  Lucina  (Hulett) 
Hardy,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  the  father 
being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Coming  to  Wisconsin  in  1858,  they  settled 
on  a  farm  in  the  Chippewa  Valley,  about  five  miles  from  Durand,  where  they 
resided  until  well  advanced  in  years.  Mr.  Hardy  then  retired,  he  and  his 
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wife  taking  up  their  residence  in  Durand,  where  both  subsequently  died. 
They  were  people  of  strong  religious  convictions  and  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Durand.  Their  family 
consisted  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  John  Morgan  was  the  eighth  in 
order  of  birth.  Joseph  Morgan  Hardy  in  his  boyhood  attended  district 
school  at  Oak  Grove  and  subsequently  the  Durand  Academy.  Trained  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years  on  his  parents’ 
farm,  and  when  in  his  twenty-first  year  was  married,  February  8,  1871, 
to  Elizabeth  Clarke,  who  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York, 
daughter  of  Almond  D.  and  Elvira  (Hazen)  Clarke.  His  father  and  mother 
are  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  Hardy  resided  on  the  parental  homestead  for 
about  one  year  after  his  marriage,  and  then  moved  with  his  wife  to  Eau 
Claire,  where  he  worked  at  the  machinist’s  trade.  After  two  years  spent 
in  this  manner,  he  became  heartily  tired  of  city  life  and  realized  that  nature 
had  meant  him  for  a  farmer.  He  therefore  resumed  his  true  vocation, 
purchasing  a  tract  of  wild  land  at  Red  Cedar,  Dunn  county,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  giving  his  attention  to  diversified  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  So  successful  was  he  in  this  enterprise  that  Sunny  Brook  Place,  under 
which  name  the  ^property  was  known,  became  famous  all  over  the  state  as 
a  model  farm.  Many  times  it  was  visited  by  writers  on  agricultural  topics 
and  publishers  of  magazines  or  farm  papers,  who  found  congenial  employ¬ 
ment  in  describing  the  beauty  of  its  location,  the  substantial  construction 
and  convenient  arrangement  of  its  buildings,  its  abundant  supply  of  the 
most  modern  implements  and  machinery,  and  the  scientific  method  and 
system  under  which  all  its  operations  were  conducted.  Pictorial  illustra¬ 
tions  of  this  farm  were  printed  many  times  in  agricultural  papers  and  mag¬ 
azines,  showing  it  to  be  a  model  farm  home.  Mr.  Hardy  also  operated  a 
farm  in  Pepin  county  and  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  lumbering.  At 
various  times  he  served  on  the  school  board,  and  in  politics  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Red  Cedar,  which  he  helped  to  build.  A  man  of  strong  mentality  and 
great  physical  energy,  he  accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  work  of  a  useful 
and  enduring  kind,  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  December  4,  1913,  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  lost  one  of  its  foremost  and  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
adopted  and  reared  three  boys  and  one  girl,  including  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Hardy’s  deceased  brother.  This  niece  resides  with  Mrs.  Hardy  at  Durand. 
The  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  at  Durand  counted  Mr.  Hardy  as  one  of  its  most 
interested  and  useful  members.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Clarke  Hardy,  who  sur¬ 
vives'  her  husband,  was,  as  previously  stated,  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county, 
New  York,  where  also  her  father,  Almond  D.  Clarke  was  born,  in  1814,  and 
her  mother,  Elvira  Hazen,  in  1820.  It  was  in  1852  that  the  family  came 
to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Dane  county,  about  twenty  miles  from  Madison, 
where  Mr.  Clarke  engaged  in  farming  and  was  thus  occupied  for  many 
years.  In  course  of  time  his  wife  died  and  the  household  being  now  broken 
up,  he  gave  up  his  farm,  and  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  visiting  his 
children,  with  whom  he  resided  successively,  his  most  frequent  or  perma¬ 
nent  home  being  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Hardy.  He  was  a  very  public- 
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spirited  man,  and  during  his  active  career  often  served  in  local  office.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Hardy)  was  one  of  eight  children.  She  was 
educated  at  Lodi  Academy,  at  Lodi,  Wis.,  and  when  about  17  years  of  age 
began  teaching  school  in  Columbia  county,  and  subsequently  followed  that 
occupation  there  and  in  Dane  county  for  several  years.  While  on  a  visit 
to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Niles,  in  Pepin  county,  she  was  induced  to  take  charge 
of  a  school  in  the  district  in  which  Mr.  Hardy’s  parents  lived,  and  thus  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  their  son  Joseph,  whose  wife  she  became.  Until  her 
marriage,  however,  she  continued  to  teach  schooL  Since  her  early  years 
Mrs.  Hardy  has  devoted  much  of  her  time  to  literary  work.  When  quite  a 
young  girl  she  began  writing  for  the  Frank  Leslie  publications,  and  her 
talent  was  such  as  to  obtain  ready  acceptance  for  her  articles.  Later  she 
became  a  contributor  to  the  Standard  magazine,  and  other  magazines  and 
papers,  in  which  her  stories  and  poems  frequently  appeared.  Some  of  the 
latter  were  set  to  music  as  songs  or  cantatas,  and  in  this  way  have  become 
well  known  in  musical  circles  all  over  the  world.  After  her  marriage  she 
began  to  turn  her  attention  to  agriculture,  contributing  articles  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  various  farm  papers,  and  is  now  household  editor  for  the  Wisconsin 
Agriculturalist.  She  is  about  to  publish  a  book  of  poetry,  under  the  title 
of  “Life,  Love  and  Laughter,”  to  which  event  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  her  work  look  forward  with  pleasurable  anticipations.  The  Mun- 
sey’s  and  Scribner’s  magazines  are  among  those  which  in  recent  years 
have  gladly  accepted  articles  from  her  pen.  After  her  husband’s  death 
Mrs.  Hardy  disposed  of  Sunny  Brook  Place  and  bought  her  present  resi¬ 
dence  in  Durand,  where  she  expects  to  make  her  permanent  home.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Durand  and  takes  a  helpful 
part  in  every  practical  enterprise  for  the  betterment  of  her  city,  county 
and  state. 

George  Peter  Gerber,  Sr.,  one  of  Pepin  county’s  pioneer  settlers,  was 
born  in  Germany,  March  22, 1811.  He  learned  the  business  of  farming  and 
when  25  years  old  came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  where  he  lived  for  eighteen  years.  He  was  married  in  this  country 
to  Catherine  Fassmann  and  in  1856  came  to  Durand,  Wis.,  where  for  a 
number  of  years  he  conducted  a  boarding-house,  and  also,  for  twenty  years, 
a  lime  kiln.  His  death  took  place  on  September  24,  1889.  He  had  served 
as  overseer  of  highways  and  was  a  well  known  and  popular  citizen.  His 
wife  Catherine,  who  by  a  previous  marriage  had  two  children,  Caroline  and 
Alonzo,  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Gerber  had  four,  namely :  Mary,  George 
Peter,  Jr.,  Katherine  and  Jacob  William.  Mrs.  Gerber  died  April  2,  1890. 

George  Peter  Gerber,  son  of  George  Peter,  Sr.,  and  Catherine  (Fass¬ 
mann)  Gerber,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  April  15,  1846,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Durand,  Wis.,  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  here  and  for  two  winters  was  a  pupil  at  the  Durand  Academy. 
He  resided  at  home  until  he  was  21  years  old,  taking  care  of  his  parents. 
In  1873  he  went  to  California,  remaining  there  two  or  three  months,  and 
then  going  on  to  Oregon  and  Washington,  was  employed  in  the  lime  busi¬ 
ness  at  Roseburg,  Ore.,  for  about  eight  months.  He  then  returned  by  way 
of  San  Francisco  to  New  York  State,  on  a  visit,  subsequently  coming  back 
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to  Wisconsin  after  an  eighteen-months’  trip.  Here  he  took  up  carpenter 
work,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1885  erected 
what  is  now  the  Masonic  Temple,  which  building  he  recently  sold  to  the 
lodge.  He  also  erected  a  number  of  residence  buildings  which  he  sold.  He 
still  owns  the  old  Gerber  homestead  of  forty  acres,  which  lies  within  the 
city  limits  of  Durand,  and  which  he  operates  as  a  general  farm.  Mr. 
Gerber  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  order,  he 
and  A.  J.  Wallace  being  the  two  oldest  Masons  in  the  lodge.  Mr.  Gerber 
was  first  married  June  6,  1876,  to  Barbara  Kircher,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Young)  Kircher,  who  were  early 
settlers  in  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Kircher,  who  in  his  later  years  was  a  retired 
farmer,  died  in  Buffalo  county.  His  wife  had  died  years  before  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  before  he  came  to  this  county.  Mrs.  Barbara  Gerber  died  May  27, 
1891,  having  been  the  mother  of  five  children:  Eva  Henrietta,  wife  of 
Charles  Smith,  proprietor  of  a  barber  school  at  Minneapolis,  who  has  one 
child,  William  Carson;  George  William,  of  Minneapolis;  Helen,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  Meixner,  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  Minneapolis,  and  died 
June  2,  1918,  leaving  one  child,  Helen  C.,  who  lives  with  her  grandparents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerber;  August  Edward,  who  was  engaged  in  a  manufac¬ 
turing  business  in  Minneapolis,  but  who  is  now  in  France  in  the  United 
States  service;  and  Charles  Ernest,  who  is  a  mason  and  resides  at  home. 
Mr.  Gerber  married,  secondly,  November  15,  1895,  Miss  Nina  Willimann, 
who  was  born  at  Luzerne,  Switzerland,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Catherine 
(Glanzman)  Willimann.  Her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  that  country, 
came  to  America  in  1868,  locating  at  Highland,  Ill.,  where  they  resided  two 
and  a  half  years,  and  then  removed  to  Menominee,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Willi¬ 
mann  died  in  1910.  He  was  a  book  binder  and  music  teacher  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  while  in  Switzerland  had  been  an  instructor  of  military  bands, 
and  also  a  composer.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  two  years  after  his.  Their 
daughter  Nina  (Mrs.  Gerber)  was  the  fourth  born  of  their  eight  children 
and  attended  school  both  in  Switzerland  and  America.  Of  Mr.  Gerber’s 
second  marriage  no  children  have  been  born. 

Michael  Barron,  a  well  known  and  respected  farmer  residing  in  sec¬ 
tion  20,  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  June  28,  1861,  son  of  James  and  Ann  (Lieth)  Barron. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born  in  Down,  February  7, 
1802,  the  mother  in  County  Tyrone  in  1829.  Both  were  farming  people, 
and,  like  many  others  in  their  unhappy  country,  they  sought  in  America 
that  freedom  and  opportunity  for  self  advancement  that  were  too  restricted 
at  home.  It  was  in  1856  that  they  landed  in  this  country  and  settled  in 
Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  where  James  Barron  found 
work  in  a  lumber  mill.  Later  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  a  farm  in  the  same 
township,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  his  death  taking  place 
in  1884  and  hers  in  1907.  Michael  Barron  in  his  boyhood  attended  dis¬ 
trict  school  in  Waterville  township.  He  early  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
farm  work,  and  when  only  13  years  old  became  connected  with  the  logging 
business,  working  in  Chiopewa  county,  and  on  the  Chippewa  river,  driving 
rafts  and  steamboating.  Before  the  railroads  were  constructed  he  used  to 
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carry  freight  on  the  Chippewa  river.  He  also  helped  to  build  the  bridge 
across  the  Chippewa  river  at  Durand.  In  these  various  labors  he  was 
engaged  from  1874  to  1897,  in  which  latter  year  he  commenced  farming  at 
his  present  location.  He  is  raising  both  crops  and  stock  successfully  and 
conducting  his  farm  on  a  profitable  basis.  Mr.  Barron  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  board  of  Waubeek  township 
for  a  number  of  years.  On  January  19,  1889,  Mr.  Barron  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Martha  Gordon,  who  was  born  April  23,  1862,  daughter  of 
William  J.  and  Ellen  (Davidson)  Gordon.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  four  children :  Ellen  Martha,  Clara  Belle,  Mary  Frances  and  Georgina 
Gordon,  the  two  latter  residing  at  home.  Ellen  Martha  is  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Clarke  and  lives  in  Minneapolis,  while  Clara  Belle  married  Edward 
Erickson,  and  they  reside  in  Eau  Claire. 

George  Ingersoll,  a  prosperous  farmer  residing  in  Section  5,  Waubeek 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1853,  the  younger  of 
the  two  children  of  W.  B.  and  Elmira  (Howe)  Ingersoll.  The  parents  were 
farmers  who  came  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  in  1857,  and 
cleared  up  a  farm  which  they  later  exchanged  for  that  now  operated  by 
George  Ingersoll.  The  father  died  in  1887  and  the  mother  in  1897.  George 
Ingersoll  attended  the  Marble  District  School  in  Waterville  township  and 
later  a  district  school  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county.  He  was  brought 
up  on  the  farm  and  at  the  age  of  18  years,  having  acquired  a  good  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  agriculture,  began  working  out,  being  thus  occupied 
most  of  the  time.  In  1887  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and  has  had  a  successful  career,  being 
now  numbered  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Waubeek  township. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  and  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  having  served  as  a  member  of  the  township  board, 
and  also  as  path  master  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  first 
married  in  1881  to  Sarah  Trombley,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Jarvis) 
Trombley.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Canada  and  were  of  French  descent. 
Removing  to  New  York  State,  they  later  came  west  to  Iowa,  and  in  1879  to 
Waubeek  township,  this  county,  where  they  resided  on  a  farm  until  their 
death,  the  father  in  1902  and  the  mother  in  1913.  He  was  a  Civil  war 
veteran,  having  served  in  an  Iowa  regiment.  A  few  years  after  Mr.  Inger- 
soll’s  marriage  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ingersoll,  died,  leaving  one  child, 
Bertha,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Lorshbough,  a  farmer  of  Lewisville, 
Dunn  county,  and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Benjamin  and  Mabel,  both 
young.  In  1886  Mr.  Ingersoll  married  Hattie  Trombley,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  of  this  union  six  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living :  Myrtle  Ruby,  wife  of  Frank  Grossman  of  Menominie,  Wis. ; 
Joseph  Ray,  who  resides  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  is  helping  to  operateT 
and  Ralph,  also  residing  at  home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church  and  have  a  high  standing  in  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

Carl  William  Becker,  proprietor  of  a  well  improved  eighty-acre  farm 
in  section  26,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Port  Huron, 
Mich.,  June  11,  1858,  son  of  Carl  and  Caroline  (Mecklenberg)  Becker.  The 
parents,  both  natives  of  Pommerania,  Germany,  were  married  in  that  coun- 
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try  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1855  or  1856,  locating  in  Michigan. 
In  that  state  they  resided  until  1864,  when  they  came  to  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin.  Carl  Becker  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  last  nine  months 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  then  returning  to  Buffalo  county,  took  up  work  on 
his  farm  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county.  After  farming  there  until 
1882  he  moved  to  Wausau,  Wis.,  residing  in  the  city  so  that  his  children 
might  have  better  school  advantages,  and  there  for  a  number  of  years  he 
was  employed  in  a  lumber  mill.  He  and  his  wife  then  went  to  reside  with 
their  daughter,  Augusta.  Later  they  moved  to  Waukegan,  Ill.,  where  Carl 
Becker  died  in  March,  1893.  While  living  in  Buffalo  county  he  had  at 
times  held  local  offices.  His  wife  died  June  11,  1858.  They  had  a  family 
of  three  children,  of  whom  Carl  W.  Becker  was  the  youngest.  He  attended 
the  parochial  school  of  a  Lutheran  church  in  Michigan,  and  at  the  age  of 
14  years  left  home  and  began  working  for  others.  His  father,  however, 
took  his  earnings  until  he  was  21.  At  the  age  of  24  he  married  and  moved 
onto  a  forty-acre  farm  that  he  had  homesteaded  in  Belvidere  township, 
Buffalo  county.  Later  he  doubled  the  size  of  his  farm  by  buying  forty 
acres  more,  and  operated  the  place  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  bought  his 
present  farm  in  Albany  township,  three  miles  north  of  Mondovi,  where  he 
has  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  devotes  to  .general  farming, 
and  is  doing  a  profitable  business.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  On  November  14,  1884,  Mr.  Becker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Frederica  Bogwardt,  who  was  born  in  Pommern, 
Germany,  November  22,  1866,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Frederica  (Lembau- 
gen)  Bogwardt.  Her  parents  came  to  America  in  1881,  settling  first  in 
Middlefield,  Conn.,  where  Mr.  Bogwardt  worked  for  others.  After  a  resi¬ 
dence  there  of  one  year  they  removed  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  but  six  months  later 
came  from  that  city  to  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  place  Mr.  Bogwardt  engaged  in  farming.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  Albany,  Pepin  county.  They  were  good  sensible  people  who  had  the 
right  idea  in  leaving  the  city,  where  he  could  be  nothing  but  a  wage  earner, 
and  settling  on  the  land,  the  source  of  all  wealth.  They  were,  moreover, 
good  neighbors  and  popular  members  of  the  community  in  which  they 
lived.  Of  the  family  of  thirteen  children,  their  daughter  Frederica  was 
the  youngest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  are  the  proud  parents  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  all  now  living,  and  none  of  whom  have  done  anything  to 
tarnish  the  family  name.  These  are,  in  brief:  George  William,  who  is 
single  and  resides  at  home;  Robert,  who  married  Cecil  McGee,  of  Pepin 
township,  and  resides  near  Gilmanton,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Elva,  wife  of  Otto  Steinhauer,  a  farmer  of  Eau  Claire  county ;  Otto,  now  in 
the  United  States  service;  Romel,  now  in  France  in  the  United  States  serv¬ 
ice;  Oscar,  also  in  the  United  States  service;  Cora,  a  teacher  in  Albany 
township;  and  Charles,  Hilda,  Walter,  Tena  and  Esther,  who  are  residing 
at  home.  Mr.  Becker  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Frank  Baur,  manager  and  proprietor  of  the  brewery  operated  under 
the  name  of  the  Durand  Brewing  Company,  at  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was 
bom  at  Marathon  City,  Marathon  county,  Wisconsin,  October  15,  1863. 
His  parents  were  Michael  and  Theresa  (Unsel)  Baur,  both  natives  of  Wit- 
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temberg,  Germany,  the  father  borit  September  9,  1827,  and  the  mother 
October  31,  1832.  Married  in  their  native  land  about  1851,  they  came  to 
America  soon  afterwards,  locating  first  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  Michael 
Baur  engaged  in  the  shoe  manufacturing  business.  After  a  residence  there 
of  six  or  seven  years,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin,  and  engaged  in 
farming  at  Marathon  City,  Marathon  county,  in  which  occupation  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  He  then  gave  it  up  to  enter  into  the 
retail  shoe  business,  which  he  followed  for  five  years,  or  until  his  death, 
March  28,  1892.  While  in  Germany  he  had  served  in  the  regular  army  of 
that  country,  and  near  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  was  a  soldier  for  a  short 
time  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  His  wife  Theresa  died  January  2, 
1899.  They  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Frank  was  the  fifth 
born,  as  follows:  John,  Joseph,  Simon  (first),  Simon  (second), 
Michael,  Frank,  Anton,  Mary,  Rosa,  Sebastian,  Carl  and  Annie.  Frank 
Baur  was  educated  in  the  school  at  Marathon  City,  Wisconsin.  At  the  age 
of  14  years  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living,  spending  three  years  as  an 
apprentice  to  the  tinner’s  trade  in  Marathon  City.  He  then  went  to 
Steven’s  Point,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  tin  shop  for  two  years.  Re¬ 
turning  home  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  joined  his  father  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  being  associated  with  him  for  some  years.  Then,  with 
his  brother  Michael,  he  bought  his  father’s  interest,  he  and  his  brother 
continuing  in  the  business  for  a  number  of  years.  Afterwards  Frank  Baur 
went  to  the  state  of  Washington,  but  after  a  short  residence  there  returned 
to  Wisconsin  and  in  1888  located  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  entering  the 
employ  of  Alphonse  Vautrot,  with  whom  he  remained  for  about  nine 
months.  He  then  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Boehm  &  Baur,  engaged 
in  the  hardware  and  jewelry  business  at  Durand.  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Baur  disposed  of  his  interests  and  started  the  Durand  Brewing  Company. 
At  first  he  operated  the  plant  alone,  but  later  took  as  partner  N.  H.  Mertes. 
Later  Mr.  Mertes  sold  his  interest  to  Jacob  S.  Breunig,  who  remained  a 
partner  until  January,  1915,  since  which  date  Mr.  Baur  has  conducted  the 
business  alone,  being  the  sole  owner.  The  brewery  is  a  thoroughly  modern 
plant,  with  a  capacity  of  from  2,500  to  3,000  barrels  a  year,  Mr.  Baur  doing 
his  own  malting  and  bottling.  The  product  is  disposed  of  in  Durand  and 
the  vicinity.  Mr.  Baur  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Durand.  In 
addition  to  the  brewery  he  owns  other  city  property  in  Durand  and  also 
property  in  Plum  City,  Pierce  county.  He  has  the  distinction  of  having 
driven  the  first  artesian  well  ever  sunk  in  Pepin  county,  the  boring  being 
done  by  the  horse-power  drill  owned  by  the  Meat  Brothers.  In  politics  a 
Democrat,  he  has  served  as  alderman  of  Durand  and  also  two  terms  on 
the  county  board.  A  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Durand, 
he  belongs  also  to  the  Catholic  Knights,  of  which  he  has  been  president 
eight  years,  and  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Auditorium  Company.  On  February  5,  1891,  Mr.  Baur  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Katie  Leiffring,  who  was  born  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Margaret  (Moose)  Leiffring, 
her  parents  being  natives  of  Luxemburg.  John  B.  Leiffring  and  wife  were 
married  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  were  early  settlers  in  Pepin  county, 
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where  he  engaged  in  farming.  At  a  later  date  he  retired  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Durand,  in  which  place  he  died  in  January,  1916.  His  wife  is 
still  residing  in  Durand.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baur  have  been  the  parents  of  ten 
children:  Felix  J.,  Anton,  Rosalie,  Marsella,  Angela,  Stella,  Esther,  De 
Lores,  Genevieve,  and  one  (Mary)  who  died  in  infancy.  Felix  J.,  who  is  a 
physician  and  surgeon,  residing  in  Wausau,  Wis.,  married  Helen  Sweeny 
of  that  city.  Anton,  who  is  residing  at  home,  is  assisting  his  father.  He 
has  qualified  as  a  brewer,  is  now  second  assistant  to  the  brewmaster,  and 
will  become  manager  of  the  brewery  as  soon  as  sufficiently  qualified,  His 
father  expecting  to  retire  from  business.  He  is  unmarried.  Rosalie,  Mar¬ 
sella  and  Angela  are  also  unmarried,  Rosalie  being  a  music  teacher  in 
Durand,  Marsella  a  milliner,  and  Angela  residing  at  home,  as  also  do  Esther, 
De  Lores  and  Genevieve.  Stella  died  at  the  age  of  11  years. 

John  X.  Bauer,  proprietor  of  a  fine  dairy  farm  of  240  acres  in  section 
26,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  August  26, 
1882,  son  of  Andrew  Bauer  by  his  wife  Hannah,  whose  family  name  was 
also  Bauer.  Both  parents  were  born  in  Austria,  but  were  married  in  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin.  The  father,  Andrew,  came  to  America  with  other 
x  members  of  his  family  about  1870,  locating  on  a  farm  in  this  township. 
He  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer  and  did  his  part  in  helping  to  develop 
the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county.  He  is  still  residing  with  his  wife 
on  his  farm  in  Lima  township,  though  now  practically  retired.  He  was  a 
stockholder  in  the  old  Bear  Creek  Creamery  and  during  his  active  career 
was  interested  in  whatever  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  John  X.  Bauer  was  the  second  born  in  a  family  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren.  He  attended  the  district  school  at  Fall  Creek.  He  made  his  home 
with  his  parents,  though  working  for  others  at  intervals,  until  his  mar¬ 
riage,  and  then  located  on  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  improved  by  the 
erection  of  new  buildings  and  in  other  ways,  all  his  improvements  being  of 
modern  type,  and  the  land  fertile  and  valuable.  He  breeds  Holstein  cattle 
successfully  and  is  doing  an  excellent  business,  besides  being  a  stockholder 
in  the  Inter-county  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  Lima  and  in  politics  is  independent.  As  treasurer  of 
the  school  board  he  is  rendering  useful  service,  and  also  as  a  member  of 
the  township  board.  Mr.  Bauer  was  married  June  4,  1906,  to  Mary  Bauer, 
who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Agnes  (Anibas)  Bauer.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  were  married 
in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  her  father  coming  to  America  at  about  the 
same  time,  or  in  the  same  year,  as  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  settled  on  John  X.  Bauer’s  present  farm,  on  which  he  made  some  of 
the  improvements,  and  resided  here  until  Mr.  Bauer  married.  He  and  his 
wife  are  now  living  on  an  adjoining  farm  and  he  is  still  industrially  active. 
They  are  well  known  and  respected  inhabitants  of  the  township,  with  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Their  daughter  Mary,  who  was  their  only  child, 
was  educated  in  this  township,  attending- district  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  X.  Bauer  are  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Frederick  R.,  Hilda  M., 
Raymond  L.,  Clement  J.,  Lawrence  August,  Edward  C.  and  Wilfred  F.,  all 
of  whom  are  living  at  home. 
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Anton  M.  Pauer,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
on  a  farm  of  180  acres  in  section  6,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  Austria  in  1872,  son  of  John  and  Josephine  (Komro)  Bauer.  The 
parents  were  also  born  in  Austria,  the  father  in  1843  and  the  mother  in 
the  same  year.  It  was  thirty-five  years  ago,  or  about  1881,  that  they  left 
their  native  land  for  the  United  States,  and  arriving  in  Pepin  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  settled  in  Lima  township  on  a  farm.  John  Bauer  had  been  a  soldier 
in  Austria  and  was  a  sturdy  man  of  industrious  habits,  determined  to  carve 
out  a  home  for  himself  and  family  in  the  land  to  which  he  had  come.  For 
some  time  after  coming  here  he  worked  at  times  on  the  railroad  in  order 
to  obtain  ready  cash,  but  with  the  help  of  other  members  of  his  family 
progress  was  gradually  made  on  the  farm  and  the  Bauers  became  known  as 
prosperous  people.  The  father  is  now  living  retired  on  a  farm  in  Lima 
township.  His  wife  Josephine  died  February  12,  1902.  Anton  M.  Bauer 
was  about  ten  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  America.  He 
had  attended  school  for  two  years  in  Austria  and  later  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  district  school  in  Lima  township.  These  studies,  however,  were  not 
very  extensive  or  long-continued,  as  he  had  to  become  industrially  active  at 
an  early  age,  beginning  to  work  on  the  farm  when  11  years  old,  while  his 
father  was  away  working  on  the  railroad.  At  the  age  of  16  he  left  home 
and  for  five  winters  worked  in  the  woods  at  lumbering.  He  then  bought 
his  present  farm  in  Albany  township,  containing  180  acres  of  good  land, 
and  provided  with  adequate  buildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
finding  a  ready  market  and  receiving  good  prices  for  his  products,  whether 
crops  or  stock.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  A  Catholic  in  religion,  he  attends  the  church  of  that 
faith  in  Lima  township.  Mr.  Bauer  was  married,  May  2,  1899,  to  Mary 
Roller,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  January  28, 1880,  daughter  of  Englebrecht 
and  Mary  (Dalmasel)  Roller.  The  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to 
the  United  States  about  thirty-six  years  ago,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Lima 
township,  this  county,  which  the  father  cleared,  it  being  practically  unim¬ 
proved  when  they  took  it.  He  is  now  deceased,  but  his  wife  is  still  living. 
Both  were  born  in  1853.  Mr.  Roller  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  force  of 
character,  and  served  efficiently  on  the  town  board  of  Lima  township.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anton  M.  Bauer,  six  in  number,  are  Paulina,  Amy 
Mary,  Dorothy,  Lucy,  Christina  Mary  and  William  Anton.  Paulina  was 
married  August  13,  1918,  to  Frank  I.  Bauer,  and  they  reside  on  the  home 
farm,  as  do  all  the  other  children.  Mr.  Bauer’s  present  prosperity  and 
comfortable  condition  in  life  is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  and  perhaps  in 
part  due  to  the  fact  that  he  follows  the  independent  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  most  necessary  and  useful  occupation  followed 
by  man. 

Andrew  J.  Bauer,  a  general  farmer  operating  165  acres  of  land  in  sec¬ 
tion  12,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this 
county,  January  26,  1895,  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Hannah  (Vogler)  Bauer. 
His  parents  were  born  in  Austria,  the  father  in  February,  1868,  the  mother 
in  April,  1870.  The  former  came  to  America  among  a  party  of  emigrants 
when  a  lad  of  14,  and  worked  for  others  until  able  to  buy  a  farm  in  Lima 
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township,  this  county,  where  he  was  also  married.  He  is  still  living  and 
has  been  very  prosperous,  now  owning  720  acres  of  land  and  being  engaged 
actively  in  stock  raising.  He  and  his  wife  had  four  children,  Andrew  J. 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Andrew  J.  Bauer  in  his  youth  attended 
district  school  in  Lima  township  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  He  is  making 
improvements  on  it  from  time  to  time,  increasing  its  value,  and  carries  on 
general  farming  with  profitable  results.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  Lima  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Bauer  was 
married,  April  24, 1917,  to  Minnie  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Downsville,  Wis., 
August  15, 1898,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Barbara  (Spindler)  Bauer.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  this  country,  the  father  May  23, 1873,  and  the  mother 
November  28,  1878.  They  were  married  in  this  township  and  settled  on  a 
farm  at  Downsville,  remaining  on  it  for  about  three  years.  Subsequently 
they  moved  into  this  township  on  the  Joseph  Spindler  farm,  where  they  are 
still  living.  Their  daughter  Minnie,  who  was  the  first  born  in  a  family  of 
five  children,  was  educated  in  the  district  school  at  Bear  Creek,  Lima  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Bauer  have  one  child,  Andrew  William, 
who  was  born  May  22,  1918. 

Charles  B.  Bauer,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  agriculture  in  sec¬ 
tion  10,  Lima  township,  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1877,  son  of  John  M.  and 
Josephine  (Komro)  Bauer.  The  parents  came  to  America  with  their  family 
about  1881,  locating  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
where  John  M.  Bauer  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the  work  of  improve¬ 
ment.  The  early  years  were  full  of  hard  work,  Mr.  Bauer,  not  being  able  to 
get  a  living  from  the  land,  had  to  work  on  the  railroad,  walking  to  and 
from  his  place  of  employment  morning  and  night  and  wording  on  his  farm 
in  the  evening  until  dark.  Starting  with  eighty  acres  of  land,  he,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  son  Charles  B.,  built  the  farm  up  to  170  acres,  also 
adding  fifteen  acres  of  woodland  on  the  island  and  forty  acres  in  Albany 
township.  He  is  now  practically  retired.  His  wife  died  in  1901.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Robert,  Anton,  Mary,  John,  Anna  and 
the  subject  of  this  biography.  Charles  B.  Bauer,  who  was  the  youngest 
member  of  his  parents’  family,  was  educated  in  the  district  school  in  Lima 
township.  He  was  married  in  May,  1902,  to  Julia  Hitz,  who  was  born 
June  14,  1882,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Julia  (Ramerill)  Hitz,  of  Lima 
township.  Mr.  Bauer  has  always  resided  with  his  father,  formerly  oper¬ 
ating  the  farm  in  partnership,  but  later  becoming  its  owner.  He  and  his 
father  together  have  made  all  the  most  important  improvements.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima  and  is  independent  in  politics. 
Charles  B.  Bauer  and  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are:  Albert,  Clara,  Leo,  Polly  and 
August. 

Charles  Crapser,  who  is  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming  in 
section  8,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  March 
8,  1864,  being  the  second  of  the  three  children  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Mur- 
man)  Crapser;  the  other  children  were  Lida  and  Robert.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  before  the  Civil 
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War,  in  which  John  Crapser  served  as  a  volunteer  soldier.  One  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Albany  township,  he  cleared  a  farm  here,  but  was  not 
permitted  long  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor,  as  he  died  when  his  son 
Charles  was  a  young  child.  His  widow  subsequently  married  James 
Turner,  also  a  Civil  War  veteran,  now  deceased,  but  who  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Albany  town  board,  also  serving  on  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born:  Fannie,  Annie,  Tina, 
Louis,  Anna,  James  and  Henry.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  on 
the  farm  with  her  son  Charles,  being  now  76  years  old.  Charles  Crapser 
in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  Albany  township  and  learned  practical 
agriculture  on  his  parents’  farm,  on  which  he  worked  industriously  from 
the  age  of  13  years.  In  time  he  succeeded  to  its  ownership  and  is  now 
carrying  on  general  farming,  realizing  good  financial  returns.  His  cattle 
are  of  the  Holstein  breed  and  all  his  stock  of  good  quality.  The  farm  con¬ 
tains  420  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  is  provided  with  all  the  necessary  build¬ 
ings,  which  are  substantially  built,  and  with  a  full  equipment  of  machinery. 
Mr.  Crapser  has  rendered  public  service  on  the  town  and  school  boards  and 
in  politics  is  independent.  He  is  unmarried. 

Joseph  D.  Bauer,  who  owns  and  operates  a  good  modern  farm  of  280 
acres  in  section  18,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  is  one  who  has  attained 
his  present  prosperity  through  his  own  exertions,  and  is  an  excellent  type 
of  the  self-made  man.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  February  4,  1868,  son  of 
Lewis  and  Carolina  Bauer.  His  parents,  natives  of  that  empire,  were 
peasants  whose  lives  were  spent  in  their  native  land,  where  both  died. 
Joseph  D.  Bauer  was  only  14  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
On  his  arrival  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  he  went  to  work  for  the 
farmers.  He  had  received  some  schooling  in  Austria  and  for  one  winter 
he  attended  school  in  this  township.  At  the  age  of  16  he  began  working 
on  the  railroad  and  was  thus  occupied  for  three  years,  afterwards  resuming 
agricultural  work.  In  the  meanwhile,  having  decided  ambitions,  he  was 
saving  his  money  and  at  last  the  time  came  when  he  could  make  a  start -in 
life  for  himself.  It  was  twenty-nine  years  ago,  or  about  1888,  that  he 
bought  a  piece  of  land  which  forms  part  of  his  present  farm  of  280  acres. 
This  was  by  no  means  his  last  purchase,  as  in  1902  he  bought  two  tracts, 
or  farms,  one  of  ninety  acres  from  John  Wiessinger,  and  the  other  of  115 
acres  from  Andrew  J.  Andreson,  both  of  Durand  township,  which  he  united 
into  one  farm,  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Andrew  J.  In  1913  he  bought  a 
280-acre  farm  from  Albert  T.  Spooner  of  Lima  township,  where  his  son, 
Joseph  A.,  now  lives.  Mr.  Bauer  has  worked  hard,  but  his  efforts  have 
been  well  rewarded,  and  he  now  occupies  a  place  among  the  successful  and 
well  to  do  farmers  of  Lima  township.  His  place  is  well  improved,  being 
provided  with  good  buildings  and  machinery,  and  his  prosperity  has  in¬ 
creased  from  year  to  year.  In  politics  Mr.  Bauer  is  a  Democrat  and  in 
religion  a  Catholic.  In  the  year  1912  he  took  a  trip  to  Austria  to  visit  a 
brother  and  sisters  and  other  relatives,  and  had  a  very  enjoyable  time. 
Mr.  Bauer  was  married  October  27,  1891,  to  Johanna  Vogler,  a  native  of 
Austria,  whose  parents  came  to  this  section  in  1875,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Lima  township,  which  they  have  cleared  and  improved,  and  on  which  they 
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still  reside.  Mrs.  Bauer  was  educated  in  Durand  township,  this  county, 
attending  district  school.  The  home  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  has  been 
rounded  out  and  perfected  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  two  of  whom,  how¬ 
ever,  are  now  deceased.  The  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  Joseph  Alex¬ 
ander,  a  farmer  in  Lima  township,  who  married  Rosa  Danzinger  and  has 
three  children,  Katherine,  Lorenz  and  Florence ;  Andrew  J.,  who  married 
Minnie  L.  Bauer,  and  is  farming  in  Durand  township ;  August  C.,  who  lives 
on  the  home  farm;  Rosabell  and  Leopold,  who  are  deceased,  and  Marcus 
William,  residing  at  home.  The  family  are  prominent  and  popular  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  agricultural  community  in  Lima  township. 

Michael  A.  Bauer,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture  in  section  1,  Lima 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  December  29,  1847. 
His  parents,  Anton  and  Racey  (Meixner)  Bauer,  were  natives  of  Austria, 
the  father  born  in  1847  and  the  mother  about  ten  years  later.  They  came 
to  America  in  18 — ,  settling  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin. 
The  mother  died  July  17,  1908.  Her  husband  is  still  living.  Michael  was 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  attended  school  at  Fall  Creek, 
and  at  the  age  of  16  began  working  for  others,  continuing  to  be  thus  occu¬ 
pied  until  his  marriage  in  1902.  He  then  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  which  contains  200  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  where  he  is  carrying 
on  general  farming  with  profitable  results.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  church  and  in  politics  is  independent.  The  date  of  his  marriage  was 
April  22,  1902,  and  his  bride  Miss  Hannah  Yenny,  who  was  born  in  Bear 
Creek  Valley,  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of 
Ignatz  and  Mary  Yenny.  Her  parents  came  to  this  country  from  Austria 
a  few  years  later  than  the  Bauers,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Canton  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county.  They  are  still  residing  on  their  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bauer  have  seven  children:  Leo,  Eddie,  Alec,  Irene,  Racey,  Matilda  and 
Rosa,  all  residing  at  home. 

John  Engeldinger,  founder  of  the  implement  business  at  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  known  under  the  style  of  J.  Engeldinger  &  Son,  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Alsace  or  Lorraine,  then  a  part  of  France,  but  now  of  Ger¬ 
many,  May  5,  1839.  He  was  married  in  Germany  to  Mary  Holbach  and  in 
1866  came  with  his  wife  to  America,  settling  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he  remained  for  sixteen  years,  or 
until  1872,  at  which  time  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Eau  Galle  town¬ 
ship,  Dunn  county,  and  continued  in  the  occupation  of  farming  until  1887. 
Then  coming  to  Durand,  he  established  the  implement  business  above  men¬ 
tioned,  which  proved  a  successful  enterprise  and  is  now  carried  on  by  his 
son  John.  This  he  conducted  until  his  death  on  January  23,  1903,  during 
the  latter  years  being  associated  with  his  son.  His  wife  is  still  living  in 
Durand.  Mr.  Engeldinger  was  a  man  of  good  business  ability  and  was 
highly  respected  in  Durand,  at  various  times  being  called  upon  to  serve  in 
local  office. 

John  Engeldinger,  proprietor  of  the  agricultural  implement  business 
of  John  Engeldinger  &  Son,  at  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was  born  at  Wood¬ 
land,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  October  6,  1868,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Holbach)  Engeldinger,  being  the  sixth  born  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
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He  attended  school  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  this  state,  and 
afterwards  the  high  school  at  Durand.  At  the  age  of  16  years  he  became 
clerk  in  a  store  in  Durand  and  was  thus  occupied  for  live  years  and  a  half. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  implement  business  with  his  father,  at  which  time 
the  firm  took  its  present  style.  After  the  father’s  death  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  successfully  and  which  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 
In  addition  to  farm  implements  Mr.  Engeldinger  deals  in  wagons  and  bug¬ 
gies.  He  erected  his  main  building  in  1893,  making  other  additions  in 
1902  and  1911,  so  that  he  now  occupies  about  10,440  feet  of  floor  space. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand. 
In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Engeldinger  has  served  as  alderman  of  Durand 
and  was  also  mayor  of  the  city  for  two  terms.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  On  May  12,  1896, 
Mr.  Engeldinger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lena  Boehm,  who  was  born 
in  Austria,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Gushelbauer)  Boehm,  also  natives 
of  Austria.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1873,  locating  in  Durand, 
Wis.,  where  Mr.  Boehm  was  engaged  in  a  general  mercantile  business  for 
many  years.  He  retired  a  few  years  before  his  death,  which  took  place 
April  19,  1906.  He  and  his  wife  had  seven  children,  of  whom  their  daugh¬ 
ter  Lena  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

Henry  A.  Vradenburg,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  land  owner  residing 
in  section  1,  Durand  township,  was  born  in  Wyocena,  Columbia  county, 
Wisconsin,  July  24,  1849,  son  of  Christopher  and  Maria  (Benner)  Vraden¬ 
burg.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Genesee  county,  New  York,  born  in 
September,  1812,  and  came  west  to  Wisconsin  about  1845,  while  it  was 
yet  a  territory.  In  Columbia  county  he  developed  a  farm,  residing  there 
about  twelve  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Faribault, 
Minn.,  but  a  short  time  subsequently  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin. 
Before  coming  to  this  state  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming  for  some  time 
in  Illinois.  His  later  years  were  spent  in  the  same  occupation  on  a  farm 
on  Bear  Creek  near  Durand,  where  he  died  in  1880.  His  wife  Maria,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1823,  died  in  Pepin  county  in  1877.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children.  Henry  A.  Vradenburg,  who  was  the  fourth 
born  child  of  his  parents,  first  went  to  school  at  Bear  Creek,  Pepin  county, 
then  at  Waubeek,  this  county,  and  subsequently  attended  the  seminary  at 
Eau  Claire.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  was  25  years  old,  working  for 
his  father  much  of  the  time,  but  occasionally  for  others,  and  then  bought 
land  in  Durand  township  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1884  he  moved  onto  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  a  farm  of  110  acres  in  section  1,  Durand  township,  on  which  he 
has  made  improvements  and  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
agriculture.  He  also  owns  sixty  acres  in  Waubeek  township  and  another 
40-acre  tract  in  Durand  township.  Mr.  Vradenburg  has  taken  rank  among 
the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township,  which  he  served  as  assessor  thir¬ 
teen  years  and  as  a  member  of  the  township  board  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  politics  independent,  he  has  served  three  terms  as  clerk  of  the  school 
board  and  one  term  as  treasurer.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
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Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Vradenburg  was  married  May 
21, 1884,  to  Ida  May  Crosby,  who  was  born  in  Durand  township,  this  county, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  (Hardy)  Crosby.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  New  York  State  and  settled  in  Wisconsin  about  1855,  taking  a  farm  in 
Durand  township,  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Crosby’s  original  trade  was  that  of 
carpenter.  He  died  in  1897,  his  wife  having  passed  away  the  previous 
year.  Of  their  children,  their  daughter  Ida  May  was  the  eldest,  and  was 
educated  in  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vradenburg  have  one  child,  Ray¬ 
mond,  who  married  Jennie  May  Stanton,  of  Durand  township.  They  have 
one  son,  Everett  Raymond,  and  reside  on  an  adjoining  farm,  he  and  his 
father  being  associated  together  in  farming. 

Arthur  C.  Throne,  a  well  known  and  popular  resident  of  Waubeek 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Eau  Gaile,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin, 
December  21, 1884,  son  of  Asa  and  Sarah  (Buchanan)  Throne.  Asa  Throne 
was  born  in  the  United  States  in  1852  and  in  early  youth  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Waubeek  township,  this  county,  where  his  father  took  a  home¬ 
stead  and  became  a  prominent  citizen,  serving  on  the  school  board  and  also 
on  the  Waubeek  township  board.  For  a  while,  however,  he  lived  in  Eau 
Gaile,  Dunn  county,  where  he  worked  in  the  Carson  &  Rand  lumber  mill, 
after  becoming  a  foreman  for  that  firm  and  rafting  logs  down  the  Chippewa 
river.  After  he  gave  up  that  work  he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  father’s 
farm,  which  was  his  home  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place 
in  1908.  His  wife  Sarah,  who  was  bom  in  Waterville  township,  this  county, 
in  1867,  is  still  living  on  the  home  farm,  in  section  6,  Waubeek  township. 
Arthur  C.  Throne  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  district  school  in  Waubeek 
township,  and  later  finished  the  three  years  of  high  school  work  offered  at 
Eau  Gaile.  He  worked  on  his  parents’  homestead  until  he  was  21  years 
old,  and  then  entered  into  the  machine  business  in  Eau  Gaile,  where  he 
lived  for  three  years,  subsequently  returning  home.  He  has  conducted  a 
grain  threshing  machine  for  five  years  and  for  fourteen  years  has  operated 
six  corn  shredders,  but  most  of  the  time  is  spent  on  the  farm  with  his 
mother.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  member  of  both  the  township  and 
county  boards  and  is  independent  in  politics.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  camp  of  Modem  Woodmen  at  Eau  Gaile  and  the  Masonic  chapter 
at  Durand.  Mr.  Throne  served  as  chairman  of  Waubeek  township  for 
eight  terms. 

Owen  Tulip,  proprietor  of  the  old  Tulip  homestead  In  section  36,  Water¬ 
ville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in  this  township,  September  14, 
1879,  son  of  James,  Jr.  and  Lucretia  (McBride)  Tulip.  He  has  resided  on 
his  present  farm  since  he  was  two  years  old  and  was  educated  in  his  home 
school  district.  About  two  years  before  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred 
in  1911,  the  father  turned  the  farm  over  to  him  as  the  sole  manager, 
though  he  had  practically  managed  it  from  the  death  of  his  mother  in 
1905.  He  had  also  had  a  large  part  in  making  the  improvements,  which 
he  has  continued  to  do.  In  1914  the  buildings  were  blown  away  during  a 
storm,  but  he  quickly  replaced  them,  and  the  place  is  now  well  adapted  to 
all  the  purposes  of  general  farming,  which  he  carries  on.  It  contains  160 
acres,  and  Mr.  Tulip  also  owns  some  pasture  and  woodland  in  Frankfort 
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township.  He  is  breeding  up  in  Holstein  cattle  and  also  raises  full-blooded 
Poland-China  hogs.  The  Arkansaw  Telephone  Company  numbers  him 
among  its  stockholders.  In  politics  Mr.  Tulip  is  a  Republican  and  since 
his  father’s  death  has  served  as  school  clerk.  He  was  married  April  4, 
1905,  to  Alice  Marcks,  who  was  born  in  Pepin,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Otto  and 
Mary  (Parkinson)  Marcks.  Her  father  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
March  31,  1856,  and  her  mother  in  England,  May  24,  the  same  year.  The 
former  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  12  years,  his  parents,  whom  he 
accompanied,  settling  in  Watertown,  Wis.  He  grew  up  there  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  came  to  Pepin  when  a  young  man.  A  blacksmith  by 
trade,  he  later  became  proprietor  of  a  hardware  store,  and  continued  in 
that  business  practically  until  his  death  in  January,  1912.  He  served  as 
a  member  of  the  council  and  in  other  village  offices.  His  wife  is  still  living 
in  Pepin.  Their  daughter  Alice  was  the  fourth  born  of  their  family  of 
nine  children.  She  attended  school  in  Pepin,  was  graduated  from  the  Pepin 
high  school  and  was  a  teacher  in  this  district  for  two  years  before  her 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tulip  have  had  five  children:  Mary  Lucretia, 
Wilma  Miriam  (deceased),  Elda  Phyllis,  Otto  James  and  Helen,  all  residing 
at  home. 

James  Tulip,  who  established  the  Tulip  farm  in  section  36,  Waterville 
township,  now  carried  on  by  his  son  Owen,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  bom 
November  8,  1845,  his  father  also  bearing  the  name  of  James.  He  was 
only  in  his  seventeenth  year  when,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  95th 
Illinois  Volunteers,  being  then  a  resident  of  that  state.  His  military  serv¬ 
ice  lasted  three  years  and  nine  months,  and  though  he  was  never  wounded, 
he  was  for  a  time  confined  to  the  hospital  from  sickness.  After  returning 
home  he  resided  on  a  farm  in  Illinois  until  about  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  settled  on  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  building  a  small  frame  shanty  for  his  first  residence.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  farming  and  had  also  for  some  time  been  a  horse 
dealer.  Now,  however,  he  gave  his  attention  to  cultivating  the  soil.  His 
first  dwelling  burned  down  three  or  four  years  after  its  erection,  and  he 
then  moved  to  another  farm,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  bought  the  farm  in  section  36  now  owned  by  his  son  Owen, 
and  which  was  his  home  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place  in 
1911.  For  thirty  years  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  hold¬ 
ing  various  school  offices.  He  was  married,  November  28, 1867,  to  Lucretia 
McBride,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  December  25,  1845,  and  died  in  April, 
1905.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  sixth  born,  Owen,  is  now,  as 
already  stated,  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead. 

Louis  Thalacker,  who  is  engage  in  general  farming  on  200  acres  of 
land  in  section  20,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Andisleben, 
Germany,  November  1,  1855,  son  of  George  and  Jane  (Kalhart)  Thalacker. 
His  parents,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  province,  came  to  America  in 
August,  1867,  locating  in  Albany  township,  this  county,  where  George 
Thalacker  bought  land,  which  was  unimproved,  and  began  pioneer  farming. 
Having  practically  nothing  when  he  began,  by  industry  and  perseverance 
he  developed  a  good  farm,  on  which  he  died  in  1880,  and  his  wife  some 
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years  later.  He  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  was  active 
in  both  church  and  educational  work.  Louis  Thalacker,  who  was  the  eldest 
of  four  children,  attended  school  six  years  in  Germany  and  also  a  public 
school  here.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  he  became  of 
age,  and  also  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several 
years,  while  improving  his  farm,  which  he  obtained  in  1880.  It  consists 
of  200  acres  of  valuable  land,  well  provided  with  modern  improvements, 
which  he  has  put  on,  and  he  raises  both  crops  and  stock  with  profitable 
results.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  elevator  at  Mondovi.  In  politics 
a  Republican,  he  has  served  in  his  township  as  supervisor,  assessor  and  as 
township  clerk,  having  held  the  latter  office  for  ten  and  a  half  years,  being 
re-elected  at  the  last  election.  He  also  served  as  clerk  of  court  two  years 
and  is  now  school  treasurer.  Mr.  Thalacker  was  married  in  June,  1879,  to 
Emma  Thomas,  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Elizabeth  (Bleick)  Thomas.  Her 
parents,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  this  country  in  1869,  first  residing 
in  New  Jersey  for  a  year,  then  coming  west  and  locating  in  Minnesota,  and 
afterwards  settling  in  Lucas  township,  Dunn  county.  Later  they  took  up 
their  residence  with  their  son-in-law,  Mr.  Thalacker,  at  whose  home  they 
died,  the  father  about  1890  and  the  mother  in  1893.  Their  daughter  Emma 
was  the  youngest  of  their  three  children  and  attended  school  in  Minnesota 
and  in  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thalacker  are  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children :  Herman,  who  married  Anna  Salberg,  and  resides  at 
Eau  Claire,  where  he  is  employed  by  the  International  Harvester  Company ; 
William,  a  carpenter  residing  in  Mondovi,  unmarried;  Ida,  who  is  a  hos¬ 
pital  nurse  at  St.  Paul ;  Hattie,  wife  of  Robert  Crapser,  a  farmer  of  Albany 
township ;  Otto  and  Rudolph,  who  are  in  the  United  States  service ;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Gail  Day,  a  clerk  in  his  father’s  store  at  Rock  Falls;  Clara,  now 
Mrs.  Allie  Books  of  Dunn  county;  Walter,  residing  at  home,  who  married 
Minnie  Behnke,  a  teacher;  Ewald,  a  bookkeeper  residing  at  Eau  Claire; 
Minnie,  Frank  and  Arthur,  who  live  at  home.  All  the  children  residing  at 
home  are  unmarried. 

Romeo  N.  Achenbach,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  farm  of  160 
acres  in  section  12,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Belvidere 
(now  Cochrane),  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  October  15,  1875,  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Otilla  (Heck)  Achenbach.  The  father,  a  native  of  Sauk  county, 
Wisconsin,  was  in  early  life  a  farmer,  later  entered  the  employ  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  Logging  Company  and  was  thus  engaged  for  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years.  Still  later  he  worked  in  the  same  line  of  industry  at  St. 
Paul  and  continued  in  it  up  to  1908,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  prac¬ 
tically  retired,  making  his  home  with  his  children  most  of  the  time,  but 
spending  some  winter  months  in  a  soldiers’  home.  His  military  service 
during  the  Civil  war  was  as  a  private  in  Company  M,  in  a  Wisconsin  regi¬ 
ment,  and  covered  practically  the  entire  period  of  the  war.  For  a  part  of 
that  time  he  was  confined  to  the'  hospital  with  typhoid  fever.  His  wife 
Otilla,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1848,  died  November  1,  1909. 
Romeo  N.  Achenbach  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and 
was  one  of  twins.  He  attended  school  in  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  and  re¬ 
sided  at  home  until  he  was  18  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father  for  the 
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most  part  but  occasionally  working  for  others.  He  then  went  to  rafting 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  being  thus  employed  during  the  summers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  After  that  he  was  employed  for  four  years  as  scaler  in  saw¬ 
mills  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  by  the  Winona  Lumber  Company. 
Then  in  1901  Mr.  Achenbach  came  to  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  and, 
buying  land,  engaged  in  farming.  After  ten  years  of  agricultural  work 
he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in  Durand,  but  eight  months  later  sold 
his  business  and  came  to  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  12,  Durand 
township.  The  land  is  valuable  for  agricultural  purposes  and  the  farm 
highly  improved,  the  buildings  being  modern  and  in  excellent  condition, 
and  ample  tools  and  machinery.  The  situation  also  is  pleasant.  Mr. 
Achenbach  does  general  farming,  including  dairying.  He  is  starting  to 
breed  Durham  cattle,  having  now  about  twenty  head.  He  also  raises 
Poland-China  hogs.  Mr.  Achenbach  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Auditorium  at 
Durand.  As  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  township  he  has  served  more 
or  less  in  public  office,  having  been  a  member  of  the  school  board,  two  years 
township  assessor  and  township  treasurer,  which  last  mentioned  office  he 
is  holding  at  present.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  with  independent  pro¬ 
clivities.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  while  his 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Achenbach  was  married  September 
10, 1901,  to  Mary  Ableidinger,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Ignatz 
and  Julia  (Poschel)  Ableidinger,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  country. 
The  family  came  to  America  in  1883,  locating  in  Lima  township,  where 
they  still  reside.  Mr.  Ableidinger,  after  farming  for  many  years,  is  now 
retired  on  account  of  impaired  health.  He  and  his  wife  had  five  children, 
of  whom  Mary  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Achenbach 
have  a  family  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  they  adopted.  Their  own  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Edwin  R.,  Aileen  Louise,  Lydia  Theresa  and  Ruth  Marie,  while 
the  adopted  child  is  Arthur.  All  are  residing  at  home. 

Edward  Olson,  better  known  as  “Ed”  Olson,  a  successful  agriculturist, 
operating  a  fine  farm  of  100  acres  in  section  24,  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Lille  Hammer,  Norway  .November  23,  1860,  a  son  of 
Ole  and  Carrie  (Hanson)  Targeson.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife,  also  natives  of  Norway,  lived  and  died  in  their  native  land. 
Ed  Olson  attended  school  in  Norway  and  one  winter  in  Wisconsin.  He  was 
18  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  at  once  in  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  seven  months  as  a  farm  hand  for  his 
brother.  After  that  he  worked  a  year  for  another  farmer  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  carpenter  work  in  Buffalo  county.  In  this  occupation  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  eleven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  100  acres  in  section  24,  Albany  township,  five  miles  north  of  Mon- 
dovi.  The  land  is  valuable  and  he  has  made  all  adequate  improvements  of 
a  modern  type.  He  is  successfully  breeding  Holstein  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs  and  doing  a  profitable  business,  giving  practically  his  whole 
time  to  the  farm.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  County  Protective 
Association,  and  religiously  is  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran  church.  In  1918 
he  erected  a  fine  new  barn,  36x80  feet,  with  full  stone  basement  and  com- 


Digitized  by  t^.OOQLe 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


679 


plete  modern  equipment.  He  has  greatly  remodeled  and  enlarged  his  resi¬ 
dence  and  has  a  full  complement  of  outbuildings.  Mr.  Olson  was  married, 
December  1,  1892,  to  Mary  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  November  26,  1872,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Bergstad) 
Anderson.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Norway,  homesteaded  a  farm  in  Buf¬ 
falo  county  at  an  early  date,  and  led  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  life,  being  indus¬ 
trious,  hard-working  people  and  good  neighbors,  but  not  ambitious  of  dis¬ 
tinction,  Mr.  Anderson  never  holding  any  political  office.  Their  daughter 
Mary  was  educated  in  Buffalo  county,  attending  district  school.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Olson  are  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Selma  Agnes,  wife  of  Peter 
Sather,  a  farmer  of  Eau  Claire  county,  Wisconsin ;  Harry  Christ,  unmar¬ 
ried,  who  was  a  bookkeeper  in  a  bank  at  Stanley,  Wis.,  but  is  now  in  the 
United  States  service ;  and  Arnold,  Myrtle  Edna,  Jessie  Ruth,  Cora  Arvilla, 
Raymond  O.  and  Shirley  Albert,  residing  at  home. 

Newton  Hubbard,  who,  after  a  successful  career  as  a  farmer,  is  now 
living  practically  retired  at  his  home  in  section  3,  Lima  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Oakfield  township,  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin, 
March  19,  1851,  son  of  Hamilton  W.  and  Margaret  (Innes)  Hubbard.  The 
parents  were  born  and  married  in  Geneseo  county,  New  York,  but  came 
to  Wisconsin  at  an  early  date,  settling  in  Fond  du  Lac  county,  where  they 
resided  for  a  number  of  years.  From  there  they  removed  to  Tyrone,  Dunn 
county,  where  also  they  resided  a  considerable  time.  There  Mrs.  Margaret 
Hubbard  died.  Her  husband  became  bookkeeper  for  a  railroad  contractor 
and  died  in  Michigan  in  1909.  He  had  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  local¬ 
ity,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  township  board  and  also  as  township  clerk. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  numbering  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  Newton  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  Newton  Hubbard  at¬ 
tended  school  in  Dunn  county  and  resided  at  home  until  26  years  old.  He 
had  begun  working  out  at  the  age  of  22,  threshing  and  doing  other  farm 
work,  and  for  nine  years  operated  a  threshing  outfit.  Then  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Dunn  county  and  engaged  in  agricultural  operations  on  his  own 
account,  becoming  owner  of  240  acres  of  land.  His  son  now.  operates  the 
main  farm,  Mr.  Hubbard  doing  little  active  work.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Inter-county  Telephone  Company  and  is  interested  in  other  local  enter¬ 
prises.  In  1916  he  erected  a  fine  bungalow  residence  of  cement  blocks, 
where  he  now  makes  his  home.  While  living  in  Peru  township,  Dunn 
county,  he  served  thirteen  years  as  township  assessor,  his  long  service  in 
that  somewhat  difficult  office  being  a  tribute  to  his  capacity  and  fair-minded 
judgment.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  On  July  1,  1878,  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  McGee,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She 
died  eleven  months  later  and  Mr.  Hubbard  was  married,  April  12,  1880,  to 
Emma  Fleischauer,  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  daughter  of  August  and 
Margaret  Fleischauer.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  many  years  ago,  locating  first  in  La  Crosse  county,  whence  they  came 
to  Lima  township,  Pepin  county.  Here  Mr.  Fleischauer  died,  but  his  wife 
is  still  living  and  now  resides  with  her  son,  two  miles  southwest  of  Ar- 
kansaw.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  Nora, 
Clinton,  Clayton,  Bert  and  Mabel.  Nora  is  the  wife  of  John  McGuine,  a 
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well  known  fanner  of  Durand  township,  and  has  one  child,  Kenneth  Clair. 
Clinton,  who  is  city  marshal  of  Durand,  where  he  resides,  married  Mary 
Young,  and  has  one  child,  Lloyd.  Clayton,  who  resides  in  Oshkosh,  Wis., 
is  a  salesman  for  the  Watkins  Medical  Company.  He  married  Emma  Ruge, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Carene  and  Robert.  Bert,  who  is  farming  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Dunn  county,  married  Ruth  Catt,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Eveolyn,  Allan  and  Alvera.  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  John  Misfeldt, 
a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Clark  county,  and  has  two  children,  Loren 
Laverne  and  Clyde  Chester. 

John  A.  Anderson  is  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  industry  in  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  his  farm  of  288  acres 
in  section  10  being  a  valuable  piece  of  farming  property.  He  was  born  in 
Smaland,  Sweden,  March  25,  1864,  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Johnson) 
Anderson,  the  parents  being  natives  of  the  same  locality.  The  father  was 
born  in  1832  and  on  emigrating  to  the  United  States  located  in  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  He  removed  from  there 
to  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  coming  from  the  latter  place  to  Pierce  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  where  he  lived  six  years.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  St.  Paul, 
where  he  died  in  1882.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1826,  died  in  1914,  hav¬ 
ing  survived  him  about  thirty-two  years.  John  A.  Anderson  attended 
village  school  in  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  where  the  family  lived  for  some  years. 
At  the  age  of  17,  being  then  in  St.  Paul,  he  began  working  in  the  St.  Paul 
Sash  and  Door  Factory  and  was  employed  there  for  thirteen  years.  Then, 
at  the  age  of  30,  he  took  up  farming  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  and  was 
thus  occupied  in  that  county  for  one  year,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  a  fine  estate  of  288  acres  of 
fertile  land,  modern  buildings  and  machinery,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  on  a  profitable  basis,  keeping  pure-bred  Red-Poll  cattle. 
He  is  also  a  share-holder  in  the  Arkansaw  Co-operative  Creamery  and  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  In  1918  Mr.  Anderson  erected  a  fine  new 
modern  house  of  fifteen  rooms,  installed  with  furnace  heat,  hot  and  cold 
water,  and  electric  lights,  which  not  only  forms  a  delightful  and  comfort¬ 
able  home  but  is  an  ornament  to  the  landscape  of  which  it  forms  a  part. 
As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Frankfort  township,  he  has  been  called 
on  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  local  government.  For  eighteen  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  has  served  on  the 
town  board,  and  was  for  one  term  clerk  of  court  of  Pepin  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  Anderson 
was  married,  September  7,  1889,  to  Ida  Peterson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
April  15, 1861,  who  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  21  years.  Both 
her  parents  are  now  deceased.  Her  father,  whose  name  was  Peter  Peter¬ 
son,  had  an  adventurous  career,  taking  part  in  the  rush  to  California  after 
the  discovery  of  gold  there  in  1849,  and  a  few  years  later  in  the  rush  to 
the  Australian  diggings.  He  made  three  trips  to  America  but  finally  died 
in  his  native  Sweden.  The  home  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  has  been 
broadened  by  the  birth  of  two  children :  Reuben,  born  June  7,  1890,  who 
assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm,  and  for  three  years  served  as  town 
clerk  of  Frankfort  township,  but  who  is  now  in  the  United  States  service 
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in  France;  and  Leslie,  born  May  30,  1893,  who  is  residing  at  home.  Mr. 
Anderson  and  his  family  stand  high  in  the  social  life  of  the  community  in 
which  they  reside. 

William  Harman,  who  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  general  farming 
on  a  fine  farm  of  147  acres  in  section  23,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in 
Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  May  15,  1875,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Gaillard)  Harman.  The  father,  born  in  Belgium  in  August,  1840,  has 
always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  since  he  was  old  enough  to 
work.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  four  years  of  age  and 
resided  in  New  York  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county.  The  land  was  so  wild  that  he 
had  to  chop  trees  to  make  room  for  a  small  log  house.  In  that  location  he 
remained  until  1899,  by  which  time  he  had  a  large  farm,  having  made  addi¬ 
tional  purchases  of  land.  He  then  moved  to  a  farm  in  Dunn  county,  near 
Eau  Galle,  where  he  still  resides,  living  with  his  youngest  son.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  France,  is  also  living.  William  Harman,  who  was  born 
in  the  primitive  log  house  of  his  parents,  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  school 
of  his  district  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  which  also  was  a  log 
structure.  Residing  at  home  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  then 
bought  a  farm  on  Maple  Ridge  in  Waterville  township,  an  unimproved  piece 
of  property,  which  he  subsequently  developed  into  a  good  farm,  operating 
it  until  the  spring  of  1915,  when  he  sold  it  and  came  to  his  present  place. 
Here  he  has  147  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  is  operating  chiefly  as  a 
stock  farm,  breeding  up  in  Guernsey  cattle,  of  which  he  keeps  a  number  of 
high  class  animals  on  hand,  and  also  breeds  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  He  has 
added  to  the  improvements  a  fine  barn,  pulley-equipped,  and  measuring 
34  by  82  feet,  and  his  other  buildings  are  both  substantial  and  adequate  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed.  Mr.  Harman  has  achieved 
success  in  his  line  of  industry  and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  citi¬ 
zens  of  his  township.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  interest  in  other  local 
enterprises.  He  is  now  serving  in  his  fourth  year  as  president  of  the 
Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  having  formerly  been  its  di¬ 
rector  for  three  years ;  and  is  serving  in  his  fifth  year  as  president  of  the 
Arkansaw  Telephone  Company.  For  a  number  of  years  also  Mr.  Harman 
was  secretary  of  the  Arkansaw  Co-operative  Association  and  suffered  con¬ 
siderable  loss  when  it  failed.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  at  Arkansaw  and  president  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin 
at  the  same  place.  For  fifteen  years  he  served  as  school  treasurer  in  dis¬ 
trict  No.  9,  was  township  assessor  two  years  and  is  now  serving  in  his 
fourth  term  as  chairman  of  the  Waterville  town  board.  In  politics  he  is 
independent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Equity. 
On  February  24,  1897,  Mr.  Harman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Barbara 
Schlosser,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Law¬ 
rence  and  Tresia  Schlosser.  Her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Austria, 
were  early  settlers  in  Pepin  county,  Mr.  Schlosser  becoming  a  farmer  in 
Lima  township.  He  died  about  1914.  His  wife  is  now  residing  in  Water¬ 
ville  township,  near  Arkansaw.  Their  daughter  Barbara  is  one  of  their 
youngest  children,  of  whom  they  had  twelve,  and  is  a  twin.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Harman  have  seven  children:  Henry  Louis,  Lucy,  Fred  Lawrence,  Mary, 
Rosa,  Andrew  William  and  Carl  Benedict,  all  residing  at  home. 

Joseph  C.  Plett,  proprietor  of  a  fine  general  stock  farm  of  320  acres 
in  sections  29,  30,  31  and  32,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  near  Gilmanton,  Oct.  24,  1879.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Theresa  (Mattausch)  Plett,  the  father  being  a  native 
of  Germany  and  the  mother  of  Switzerland.  They  were  married,  however, 
in  Wisconsin,  George  Plett  coming  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
locating  near  Gilmanton,  where  he  resided  for  about  two  years.  Later  he 
bought  land  in  Buffalo  county  and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until 
about  1900,  when  he  moved  to  the  farm  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county, 
now  occupied  by  his  son  Joseph.  He  became  quite  a  prosperous  citizen, 
being  the  owner  of  several  farms,  but  finally  retired  and  is  now  living 
in  Mondovi.  Joseph  C.  Plett  was  the  third  born  in  his  parents’  family  of 
nine  children.  He  attended  district  school  in  Buffalo  county,  and  lived 
with  his  father  until  21  years  old,  helping  him  to  operate  his  extensive 
farms.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives, 
which  he  is  operating  as  a  general  stock  farm,  breeding  Durham  cattle, 
Shropshire  sheep  and  other  good  stock.  He  devotes  all  his  working  hours 
to  the  farm  and  so  far  has  taken  no  part  in  local  government  affairs.  In 
1918  Mr.  Plett  erected  a  fine  residence  of  nine  rooms,  of  modern  construc¬ 
tion,  and  installed  with  bath,  hot  and  cold  water,  furnace  heat  and  electric 
lights.  He  has  also  built  a  new  barn,  24  by  46  feet  in  ground  dimensions, 
with  modern  equipment.  On  June  30,  1909,  Mr.  Plett  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Emma  Schreiner,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Theresa  (Yahn) 
Schreiner,  of  Albany.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Lenora 
Medora,  who  was  born  July  13,  1911.  Mrs.  Plett’s  father,  Frederick 
Schreiner,  was  born  on  the  old  Schreiner  homestead  in  Albany  township, 
Sept.  10,  1861,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Dora  Schreiner,  well  known 
and  respected  farming  people  of  this  township. 

Fred  Brunner,  Jr.,  a  successful  farmer  residing  in  section  35,  Durand 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima  township,  May  30,  1887,  son  of 
Fred  and  Mary  (Webber)  Brunner.  He  attended  district  school  in  his 
native  township  and  resided  with  his  father  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  140  acres  of  valuable  land.  Here 
he  is  carrying  on  general  farming  with  profitable  results,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  well  to  do  men  of  his  township.  Independent  in  politics,  he 
has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  giving  his  whole  attention  to  his  farm¬ 
ing  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Lima. 
Mr.  Brunner  was  married  June  18,  1912,  to  Mary  Brentner,  who  was  born 
in  Lima  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  George  and  Agnes  (Rissler) 
Brentner.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Austria,  where  he  served  in  the 
regular  army,  but  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and  was  married 
in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  He  owned  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  where 
he  died  Sept.  20,  1914.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  still  residing  on 
the  home  place.  They  had  a  large  family  numbering  14  children,  of  whom 
Mary  (Mrs.  Fred  Brunner)  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Brunner  have  three  children:  Margaret  Mary,  Clarence  Frederick  and 
Marion  Helen. 

John  Brunner,  Sr.,  who  died  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  Oct.  27,  1911,  was  an  early  settler  in  the  township  and  a  man  who  had 
done  good  work  along  pioneer  lines.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  Nov.  27, 
1837,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  32  or  33  years  of  age.  Making 
his  way  to  this  county  and  township,  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  section 
27  and  set  to  work  to  develop  a  farm.  He. was  enterprising  and  industrious 
and  had  a  successful  career,  becoming  a  prosperous  general  farmer  and 
dairyman,  and  building  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  in  the  township.  In 
time  he  increased  the  size  of  his  farm  to  240  acres,  clearing  and  cultivating 
the  land  and  erecting  good  buildings,  in  short  doing  that  kind  of  work  that 
transforms  a  wilderness  into  a  flourishing  agricultural  community.  He 
married  Barbara  Weissinger,  also  a  native  of  Austria,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  John,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  old  homestead; 
Racie,  wife  of  Charlie  Brunner ;  Mary,  wife  of  Anton  Weiss,  of  Lima  town¬ 
ship;  Lena,  wife  of  August  Buehm  of  Durand,  and  Stella,  wife  of  John 
Ableidinger  of  Lima  township.  The  mother  of  these  children  is  still  living 
on  the  old  homestead. 

John  Brunner,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  old  Brunner  homestead  in  sec¬ 
tion  27,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  and  a  prominent  business  man,  was 
bom  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  Aug.  28,  1874,  son  of  John,  Sr., 
and  Barbara  (Weissinger)  Brunner.  As  a  boy  he  acquired  the  elements 
of  knowledge  in  district  school  No.  7,  Lima  township,  and  was  early  in¬ 
structed  in  the  various  branches  of  farm  work  by  his  father,  with  whom 
he  remained  associated  until  he  was  30  years  old.  He  then  became  the 
owner  of  the  homestead,  on  which  he  has  made  some  valuable  improve¬ 
ments.  In  addition  to  the  240  acres  it  contains,  Mr.  Brunner  owns  68  acres 
in  Dunn  township,  Dunn  county.  He  carries  on  general  farming  success¬ 
fully  and  in  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests  is  a  director  in  the  Inter- 
County  Telephone  Company,  the  Durand  Auditorium  Company,  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Tarrant  Creamery  Company  and  the  Peoples  Bank  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  for  eight  years  has  been  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Durand.  Independent  in  politics,  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
Lima  town  board  for  five  years  and  is  now  serving  in  his  second  year  as 
chairman  of  the  county  board.  Mr.  Brunner  was  married  Oct.  27,  1909, 
to  Barbara  Fidi,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  this  township,  daughter  of 
Philip  Fidi.  Her  parents  came  to  this  country  from  Austria  and  were 
early  settlers  in  this  township.  Both  are  living,  the  father  being  an  active 
farmer.  Their  daughter,  Barbara,  was  the  second  born  of  their  three 
children,  and  in  her  girlhood  attended  school  in  this  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brunner  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Mary  Theresa,  Henrietta, 
Lucy,  Anabel  and  Florence,  all  living  at  home.  Mr.  Brunner  is  a  member 
of  the  Family  Protective  Society  and  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 

Mathias  Brunner,  proprietor  of  Pepin  County  Guernsey  Farm,  in  sec¬ 
tion  33,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  Feb. 
12,  1881,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Falkner)  Brunner.  The  parents  were 
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both  born  in  Austria  in  1842.  Marrying  in  that  country  in  1871,  they  came 
to  America  in  June  of  the  same  year,  locating  on  the  present  farm  of  their 
son,  Mathias,  where  Joseph  Brunner  still  resides.  His  wife  died  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1915.  Mathias  Brunner  attended  the  Howard  school  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  and  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm,  residing  with  the  parents  until 
his  marriage.  He  then  took  over  the  farm  and  has  since  operated  it.  He 
had  assisted  his  father  in  its  development  and  has  continued  to  improve 
the  place.  The  farm  contains  160  acres  and  Mr.  Brunner  also  owns  40 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Maxville  township,  and  40  acres  in  Canton  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county.  He  is  engaged  in  breeding  Guernsey  cattle  and  Po- 
land-China  hogs,  and  is  doing  a  lucrative  dairy  business.  Mr.  Brunner  is 
one  of  the  leading  alfalfa  growers  in  Lima  township,  in  which  line  of  farm¬ 
ing  he  was  a  pioneer  here.  He  now  plants  about  30  acres  of  alfalfa.  Aside 
from  his  immediate  farming  interests,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Tarrant 
Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company  and  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Durand.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Lima,  and  was  instrumental  in  having  the  boarding  school 
located  at  that  place.  Mr.  Brunner  was  united  in  marriage,  Nov.  24,  1907, 
with  Julia  Prissel,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  daughter  of  Leo  and 
Josephine  Prissel.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Austria,  where  they  were 
married,  coming  to  America  a  few  years  later  than  the  Brunner  family, 
and  locating  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  where  they  resided  many  years 
and  finally  died,  the  father  about  1901  and  the  mother  in  1915.  Their 
daughter,  Julia,  who  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children,  was  educated  in 
the  district  school  in  Lima  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunner  have  five 
children :  Lawrer.ce,  Julia,  Matthew,  Francis  Joseph  and  Julius  William,  all 
residing  at  home.  Mr.  Brunner  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Family  Protective 
Association.  Proprietor  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  his  township,  he 
is  a  prosperous  citizen,  and  takes  a  public  spirited  interest  in  whatever 
makes  for  the  good  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

John  F.  Brunner,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  in  section  27,  June  24, 
1875,  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Josephine  (Bauer)  Brunner.  The  parents, 
natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  country  in  1869,  locating  on  this  farm, 
which  they  developed  from  a  wild  state  into  a  fine  piece  of  agricultural 
property.  Their  first  residence  on  the  place  was  a  small  log  house  which 
the  father  built,  but  which  has  been  replaced  long  since  by  a  good  modern 
house.  He  owned  140  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  besides  working  to 
advance  his  own  interests,  was  a  useful  citizen  of  the  township,  helping 
to  build  the  Lima  church  and  in  various  ways  showing  public  spirit.  He 
lived  on  the  old  homestead,  making  his  living  with  his  son,  John  F.,  until 
his  death,  Feb.  17,  1918.  His  wife  died  Nov.  5,  1901.  John  F.  Brunner 
was  the  second  born  in  a  family  of  three  children.  In  his  boyhood  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Howard  school,  in  Lima  township,  and  resided  on  the  home 
farm  assisting  his  father  in  its  development  and  operation  until  his  mar¬ 
riage.  This  latter  event,  which  occurred  Oct.  8, 1902,  united  him  in  domes¬ 
tic  life  with  Mary  Prissel,  who  was  bom  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Leo  and  Josephine  (Albrecht)  Prissel.  Her  parents  were  natives 
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of  Austria  who  came  to  the  United  States  somewhat  later  than  the  Brunner 
family,  settling:  in  Lima  township  on  a  farm.  They,  also,  did  their  part  in 
advancing  civilization  in  the  township,  improving  and  cultivating  the  land 
and  supporting  religious  and  moral  enterprises.  Their  work  done,  they 
now  rest  from  their  labors,  having  both  passed  from  life’s  scenes.  Of  their 
nine  children  the  daughter  Mary  was  the  sixth  born.  She  attended  school 
in  this  township  and  was  brought  up  to  domestic  duties,  in  which  she  De- 
came  proficient.  John  F.  Brunner  became  the  owner  of  the  home  farm 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage  and  has  since  operated  it  with  good  financial 
results,  doing  general  farming,  including  dairying  and  stock  raising.  His 
tract  of  140  acres  is  highly  improved,  his  buildings  being  well  constructed, 
commodious  and  up  to  date.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Family  Protective  Association,  and  Mr.  Brunner  of  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  Wisconsin.  They  have  three  children:  Andrew,  born  Oct.  24, 
1903 ;  Richard,  born  Oct.  28,  1910 ;  and  Edward  J.,  born  Sept.  11,  1914 ;  all 
residing  at  home. 

K.  K.  Brainard,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  in  the  county,  was  born  at 
St.  Charles,  Minn.,  Feb.  23,  1870,  son  of  Wesley  C.  and  Hattie  C.  (Boyd) 
Randall.  The  father,  a  native  of  Keane,  N.  H.,  was  a  farmer,  while  his 
wife,  Mr.  Brainard’s  mother,  was  born  at  St.  Charles,  Minn.  The  latter 
died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  five  weeks  old,  he  being  one 
of  two  children,  and  he  was  adopted  and  reared  by  an  aunt,  taking  the 
surname  of  Brainard,  which  he  has  since  retained.  He  attended  school, 
including  the  high  school,  at  Montevideo,  Minn.,  also  taking  a  preparatory 
commercial  course  there,  which  included  bookkeeping.  Residing  with  his 
adopted  parents  until  reaching  the  age  of  19  years,  he  then  went  to  Edgerly, 
N.  D.,  where  he  entered  the  station  service  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road.  After  remaining  two  years  with  that  road  he  changed  to  the  service 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road,  at  the  same  place,  subse¬ 
quently  being  transferred  successively  to  other  points  on  the  same  road. 
He  was  stationed  at  Marlett,  N.  D.,  for  seven  years,  coming  thence  to 
Durand  in  October,  1904,  and  remaining  in  the  service  of  the  road  here 
until  he  resigned  in  May,  1909,  after  having  spent  17  consecutive  years 
in  its  employ.  He  gave  up  that  position  in  order  to  become  cashier  of  the 
bank  with  which  he  is  now  connected,  and  which  was  then  a  state  bank, 
it  becoming  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand  in  October,  1915.  Mr. 
Brainard  has  since  continued  with  it  in  the  same  capacity.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Peoples  Bank  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Midland  Trust  and 
Savings  Bank  of  that  city,  and  a  considerable  land  owner  in  Wisconsin, 
Oregon  and  Montana,  his  holdings  in  Wisconsin  being  timber  lands.  Since 
coming  to  Durand  he  has  closely  identified  himself  with  the  business  and 
social  life  of  the  place,  and  is  now  serving  as  vice  president  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Club  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Fair  association.  In  politics  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  from  Durand,  but 
has  no  particular  cravings  after  official  position.  Mr.  Brainard  was  united 
in  marriage,  Oct.  24, 1892,  to  Mary  E.  Kohr,  who  was  born  at  Montevideo, 
Minn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Albertus)  Kohr.  Her  father,  who  was 
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in  early  life  a  farmer  and  served  in  the  Civil  War.  Returning  to  Minne¬ 
sota  after  the  war  he  engaged  in  farming  in  that  state  until  his  practical 
retirement  about  1903  or  1904,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Monte¬ 
video,  where  he  now  lives.  He  still  owns  land  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
several  local  enterprises  including  the  First  National  Bank  of  Montevideo. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  county  commissioner  there.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Brainard’s  mother,  who  was  born  in  Owatonna,  Minn.,  is  also  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brainard  have  four  children:  George  V.,  Carroll  K.,  Docela 
M.  and  Kathryn.  George  V.,  who  was  graduated  in  pharmacy  from  the 
state  university  at  Madison,  is  now  a  regular  pharmacist,  having  passed 
examination  and  taken  his  first  papers.  He  is  associate  editor  on  the 
Northwestern  Druggist,  at  St.  Paul.  Carroll  K.,  residing  at  home,  is  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  bank.  Docela  and  Kathryn  are  attending  high  school. 
Mr.  Brainard  is  a  member  and  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  order,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Durand,  of  which  he  has  passed  through  the 
chairs,  also  to  the  Chapter  and  Eastern  Star  here,  and  to  the  Commandery 
at  Eau  Claire.  He  is  past  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star,  also  past  noble 
grand  in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and  a  member  of  the  encampment  of  that 
order.  Enterprising  and  energetic,  he  has  proved  his  forceful  charac¬ 
teristics  in  whatever  work  he  has  taken  hold  of  and  his  career  has  been  one 
of  continuous  progress. 

Albert  Dunbar,  an  early  settler  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  from  his  youth. 
He  married  Harriet  Mosher  and  they  came  west  and  settled  in  this  town¬ 
ship  previous  to  the  Civil  War.  In  that  momentous  struggle  Mr.  Dunbar 
took  part  as  a  member  of  a  Wisconsin  cavalry  regiment.  Escaping  death 
and  wounds  he  came  home  safely  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  on  his  farm 
here,  dying  in  August,  1911.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
in  Arkansaw,  this  county.  They  had  six  children:  Alfretta,  who  died  in 
childhood ;  Archie  A.,  a  farmer  in  section  21,  Waterville  township ;  Carrie, 
formerly  a  school  teacher,  who  is  now  residing  with  her  mother  and  draw¬ 
ing  a  teacher’s  pension;  Albert  L.  (Bert),  a  farmer  in  section  28,  Water¬ 
ville  township;  Hattie,  wife  of  E.  F.  Wondersee,  a  contractor  and  builder 
living  in  Minneapolis ;  and  Clyde,  who  is  the  present  postmaster  at  Arkan¬ 
saw. 

W.  Clyde  Dunbar,  a  popular  resident  of  Arkansaw,  of  which  village 
he  is  the  present  postmaster,  was  born  on  the  old  Dunbar  homestead,  in 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Feb.  17, 1880,  son  of  Albert  and  Harriet 
(Mosher)  Dunbar.  After  graduating  from  the  Arkansaw  village  school, 
he  spent  one  year  in  Durand  high  school  and  subsequently  took  a  busi¬ 
ness  course  in  Minneapolis,  having,  however,  previously  taught  school  for 
five  years  in  Germany  Valley,  Buffalo  county,  near  Mondovi.  After  his 
graduation  from  the  business  college  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  doing  clerical  work  for  four  or 
five  years  in  the  office  connected  with  the  shops  at  Minneapolis.  Then  re¬ 
turning  to  Waterville  township  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  for  a  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  of  post- 
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master  at  Arkansaw  and  is  now  serving  in  his  fifth  year.  He  resides  in 
the  village  with  his  mother  and  sister,  Carrie.  While  living  in  Minneapolis 
Mr.  Dunbar  studied  music  and  painting,  having  strongly  marked  talent 
in  both  directions  and  he  still  continues  his  practice  in  both  these  arts  as 
a  means  of  recreation  and  amusement.  His  regular  hours  of  work  are 
devoted  to  his  duties  as  postmaster. 

August  C.  Lieffring,  proprietor  of  Riverview  Farm,  in  section  9,  Wau- 
beek  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  is  a  native  of  the  neighboring  county  of  Buffalo,  having 
been  born  there  in  Canton  township,  May  1,  1873.  He  was  the  third  born 
of  the  twelve  children  of  Charles  and  Katherine  (Jentjen)  Lieffring,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Belgium  and  the  mother  of  Luxemburg.  Both 
were  born  in  1834.  Charles  Lieffring  came  to  this  country  when  a  child 
of  ten  years,  his  wife  much  later,  in  1853.  His  early  years  in  America 
were  spent  in  New  York  State.  He  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Red 
Wing,  Minn.,  from  which  place  they  removed  later  to  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  For  some  years  Charles  Lieffring  was  a  steam¬ 
boat  engineer  on  the  Mississippi  river.  He  is  now  deceased,  but  his  wife 
is  living  in  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin.  August  C.  Lieffring  ac¬ 
quired  his  education  in  the  school  of  his  district.  He  began  working  out 
at  the  age  of  14  years  and  after  awhile  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  spent  three 
or  four  years.  Then  returning  home  he  worked  on  his  parents’  homestead 
in  Waubeek  township,  engaged  in  various  farm  duties,  until  his  marriage 
in  1905.  On  that  event  he  moved  to  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  operates — 
a  good  farm  of  230  acres,  which  he  has  improved  to  a  considerable  extent, 
increasing  its  value.  Besides  raising  the  usual  crops,  lie  is  a  successful 
breeder  of  Holstein  cattle,  and  is  doing  a  prosperous  business,  with  good 
prospects  for  the  future.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  has  served  on  the 
Waubeek  township  board  for  several  years,  and  has  also  for  six  years  been 
town  assessor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Eau  Galle.  Mr. 
Lieffring  was  married  June  28,  1905,  to  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Agnes  St.  Martin.  Her  parents,  who  were  of  French  descent,  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Pepin  county,  are  now  living  in  Waterville  township. 
The  father  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  entire  period  of  the  Civil  War. 
Their  daughter  Martha  (Mrs.  Lieffring)  was  educated  in  the  school  of  her 
district  in  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lieffring  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  are  rearing  a  nephew,  named  Charles  Smith,  giving  him  a  good 
home. 

Frank  M.  Faast  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  who  is  engaged  in  the  profitable  business  of  farming,  operat¬ 
ing  150  acres  in  section  18,  and  having  also  80  acres  of  timber  land.  He 
was  born  in  this  township,  Dec.  3,  1879,  being  the  youngest  of  the  seven 
children  of  Anton  and  Jane  (Schedauer)  Faast.  The  father  and  mother 
were  natives  of  Austria,  the  year  of  the  former’s  nativity  being  1837  and 
that  of  the  latter  1841.  It  was  in  1860  that  Anton  Faast  left  his  native 
land  for  the  United  States,  on  his  arrival  locating  in  Milwaukee.  He  was 
married  in  Madison,  and  in  1870  he  and  his  family  came  to  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  settling  on  a  farm.  He  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics 
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and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards. 
He  died  in  Lima  township,  in  the  spring  of  1903,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  the  fall  of  1902.  Frank  M.  Faast  attended  the  public  schools  in 
Lima  township  and  subsequently  began  working  on  his  father’s  farm,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  owner  and  proprietor,  having  succeeded  to  it  after 
his  father’s  death.  It  is  a  well  improved  piece  of  property,  well  equipped 
with  good  buildings  and  modern  machinery — everything  necessary  for 
general  farming,  which  Mr.  Faast  is  carrying  on  with  good  financial  re¬ 
sults.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  as  pathmaster  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Lima  town  board.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  church  at  Lima,  and  as  one  of  the  trustees  was  instrumental  in  estab¬ 
lishing  Sacred  Heart  boarding  school.  April  19, 1904,  Mr.  Faast  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Bertha  Brindle,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Bauer) 
Brindle.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Austria,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  some  fifty  years  ago  settled  first  in  Eau  Claire  and  later  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin.  They  are  now  living  on  a  farm 
in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county.  Mrs.  Faast  was  educated  in  this  local¬ 
ity,  attending  school  first  in  Eau  Galle  village  and  later  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faast  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Ella 
Laura,  Amelia  Johanna,  Vera  May  and  Frances  Antonia,  all  residing  at 
home. 

Hollis  B.  Griffin,  a  well  known  and  respected  resident  of  Waterville 
township,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  small  but  valuable  farm  at  Ar- 
kansaw,  was  born  in  Whitingham  township,  Windham  county,  Vermont, 
March  2,  1843,  son  of  Viets  and  Emily  (Mowery)  Griffin.  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  May  18, 1800,  in  early  life  was  a  shoemaker, 
but  later  bought  a  farm  in  Vermont,  where  he  followed  agriculture  subse¬ 
quently  until  his  death  in  the  fall  of  1870.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  August  14,  1808,  died  a  few  years  after  him. 
Hollis  B.  Griffin  was  the  eighth  born  of  his  parents’  ten  children.  He 
attended  school  for  a  limited  time  in  Vermont,  and  when  13  years  of  age 
began  working  out.  For  three  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  brother, 
his  remuneration  being  $50  a  period  of  three  years,  and  his  father  collect¬ 
ing  his  wages.  Then  returning  home  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  until  he 
was  20  years  old.  The  Civil  War  was  now  raging  and,  inspired  with  patri¬ 
otic  feelings,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  17th  Vermont  Volunteers,  as  a 
private,  and  served  from  October  13,  1863,  to  July  25,  1865.  He  escaped 
wounds,  but  was  confined  to  the  hospital  one  month  from  an  abscess  on  his 
knee.  On  coming  out  of  the  service  he  went  into  a  furniture  factory  in 
Clinton,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  until  October  of  the  following  year.  He 
then  came  west,  locating  at  Delaware  Center,  Iowa,  where  he  found  em¬ 
ployment  until  1869.  On  December  24,  1869,  he  arrived  in  Winona,  Minn. 
There  he  remained  a  few  weeks  and  then  came  to  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county, 
Wisconsin,  arriving  here  November  9,  1870.  The  furniture  factory  was 
then  nearing  completion  and  he  soon  found  employment  in  it,  working  there 
until  August,  1880.  After  that  he  started  a  meat  market  in  Arkansaw, 
buying  cattle  all  over  the  country  for  Maby  &  Boughton  and  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  until  1883.  He  then  sold  out  and  built  a  wagon  shop  in  Arkansaw, 
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iich  he  conducted  for  a  year.  Then  selling  that,  he  started  a  hardware 
store,  which  he  conducted  from  1884  to  1889,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  acres  at  Arkansaw,  where  he  expects  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  life,  having  recently  sold  all  other  holdings. 
In  politics  Mr.  Griffin  is  independent.  He  served  two  years  as  township 
treasurer,  declining  further  service,  and  was  two  years  postmaster  at  Ar¬ 
kansaw,  finally  resigning  from  that  position.  Mr.  Griffin  was  first  married 
August  4,  1866,  to  Mary  Jane  Gardner,  a  native  of  Clinton  county,  New 
York,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  M.  and  Katherine  (Williams)  Gardner, 
her  father  being  a  native  of  Greenbush,  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  and 
her  mother  of  Wales.  Her  mother  died  in  Delaware,  Iowa,  in  1867  and 
Mr.  Gardner  subsequently  resided  until  June  29,  1884,  with  his  son  in  law, 
Mr.  Griffin.  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Griffin  died  September  27,  1897.  She  had 
been  the  mother  of  four  children:  Katherine  Winnifred,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  Clinton  Marshall,  Clayton  Albert  and  Grace  Edna,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  On  October  23,  1898,  Mr.  Griffin  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Edith  May  Sanders,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  Wis.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Bums)  Sanders.  Her  father  was  born  in  Hull,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  Hartford, 
Wis.  They  settled  in  Spring  Valley,  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr. 
Sanders  died  in  1909.  He  had  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  private  in  the 
25th  Wisconsin  Regiment,  and  his  wife  is  now  residing  in  the  soldiers’  home 
at  Waupaca.  Of  Mr.  Griffin’s  second  marriage  no  children  were  bom. 

Ludwig  Hoch,  better  known  as  “Louis”  Hoch,  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
of  240  acres  in  section  24,  Albany  township,  a  part  of  which  he  operates, 
was  born  in  Belvidere  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  July  4,  1860, 
son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  Mary  (Miller)  Hoch.  The  father,  born  in  the 
state  of  Baden,  Germany,  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  locating 
in  Buffalo  county,  where  he  married,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  Their  first  home  on  the  land  they  secured  was  a  log  house,  in  which 
they  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Hoch  in  the  meanwhile  making 
improvements  as  rapidly  as  possible.  In  time  he  retired  and  moved  with 
his  wife  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  but  later  crossed  back  into  Wisconsin  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Alma,  where  Mr.  Hoch  died.  Mr.  Hoch  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  His  wife  is  still 
a  resident  of  Alma.  They  had  a  large  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Louis  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  attended  district  school  in 
Buffalo  county  and  lived  at  home  until  about  24  years  of  age.  Then  buying 
land  in  Alma  township,  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account,  remain¬ 
ing  there  some  nine  or  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  240  acres  of  excellent  land,  160 
acres  of  which  he  rents  out,  residing  on  and  operating  the  other  eighty 
acres.  He  carries  on  general  farming  successfully,  being  a  practical  agri¬ 
culturist,  and  has  reaped  good  returns  for  his  exertions.  In  politics  he  is 
independent.  Mr.  Hoch  was  married  May  26,  1887,  to  Margaret  Eikamp, 
who  was  born  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  June  9,  1857,  daughter  of 
Wilke  and  Rena  (Winter)  Eikamp,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Holland. 
The  father  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  date.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoch  have 
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three  children:  Maria  Anna,  better  known  as  Mary  Ann,  born  June  6, 1888, 
who  is  unmarried;  Louisa,  born  July  19,  1889,  who  was  married  April  20, 
1910,  to  John  O.  D.  Mikesell,  and  resides  with  her  husband  on  the  Hoch 
farm,  having  one  child,  Harley ;  and  Ludwig,  Jr.,  born  January  6,  1892,  who 
was  married  March  19,  1914,  to  Selma  Jahn,  has  two  children,  Curtiss  and 
Laverne,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Mondovi  township,  Buffalo  county. 

Alois  Brantner,  a  well  known  general  farmer  in  section  2,  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria  in  1841,  son  of  Johan  and 
Mary  Brantner,  the  parents  being  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
dying  in  early  manhood,  his  widow  subsequently  came  to  this  country  and 
to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township.  Alois 
Brantner  was  educated  in  Austria  and  resided  in  that  country  until  1881, 
when  he  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  Agriculture  was  his  occupa¬ 
tion  and  he  first  followed  it  here  in  Lima  township,  developing  a  good  farm 
from  a  tract  of  comparatively  unimproved  land.  In  1899  he  came  to  Albany 
township  and  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  brought  into  good 
condition,  and  where  he  is  carrying  on  a  good  business  in  general  farming, 
raising  the  usual  crops  and  keeping  good  stock.  The  recent  and  present 
demand  for  all  farm  products  has  redounded  to  his  benefit  and  he  now  rinds 
himself  in  a  prosperous  condition  of  life,  a  result  achieved,  however,  only 
through  steady  and  persevering  industry.  He  is  independent  in  politics 
and  belongs  to  the  Catholic  congregation  at  Rock  Falls.  Mr.  Brantner  was 
married  to  Barbara  Trove,  a  native  of  Austria,  who  came  to  Lima  township, 
this  county,  about  the  same  time  as  the  Brantners,  her  parents  being 
farmers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brantner  have  four  children,  Robert,  Thoma3,  John 
and  Alex.  Robert,  who  married  Frances  Poeschel,  is  a  farmer  in  Albany 
township,  and  has  five  children,  Robert,  Walter,  Henry,  Anna  and  Mary. 
Thomas,  who  married  Ludy  Fiede,  is  also  a  farmer  in  Albany  township. 
He  has  two  children,  Edwin  and  Clara. 

Leopold  Brantner,  a  general  farmer  operating  160  acres  in  section  7, 
Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county, 
September  18,  1886.  His  parents,  George  and  Agnes  (Risler)  Brantner, 
were  natives  of  Austria,  where  in  1871  the  father  served  in  the  army.  Both 
are  now  deceased.  For  a  number  of  years  they  farmed  in  Lima  township, 
this  county,  having  come  to  the  United  States  in  1881.  Leopold  Brantner 
in  his  youth  attended  district  school  in  Lima  township,  and  w'as  brought 
up  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  18  years  he  started  working  out  for 
farmers  and  for  ten  years  was  thus  engaged,  acquiring  much  practical  ex¬ 
perience.  Three  years  ago  he  began  farming  on  his  present  farm,  which 
contains  160  acres  of  good  land  and  is  provided  with  adequate  buildings 
and  implements.  Mr.  Brantner  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  church  at  Rock  Falls.  Mr.  Brantner  was  married,  April 
20,  1915,  to  Grace  Pichler,  daughter  of  Florian  and  Lena  (Bauer)  Pichler. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Austria  April  25,  1866,  and  settled  in  Pepin  county 
in  1902.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pichler  lived  for  some  time  after  their  marriage.  At  the  present 
time  they  are  living  on  a  farm  in  Albany  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brant- 
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ner  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Richard  and  Romanus,  the  latter  born 
June  24,  1918. 

Henry  Staub.  Among  the  general  farmers  of  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  who  have  had  a  successful  career  and  are  in  thriving  circumstances 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  December  1, 
1865.  His  parents  were  Caspar  and  Anna  (Wachler)  Staub,  the  former 
born  in  1813  and  the  latter  in  1818.  Both  were  natives  of  that  little  repub¬ 
lic  situated  among  the  Alps,  which  has  had  such  a  long  and  glorious  history, 
and  whose  sons  have  always  been  sturdy  champions  of  freedom,  which  they 
have  maintained  for  themselves  often  in  spite  of  powerful  enemies.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Staub  were  in  humble  circumstances,  his  father  being  the 
village  tailor.  They  gave  their  son  such  education  as  they  could,  however, 
and  as  he  grew  up  he  listened  with  interest  to  stories  of  America,  the  land 
across  the  sea,  where  abundant  opportunities  existed  for  the  ambitious  and 
industrious.  He  was  soon  to  put  these  stories  to  the  proof,  for  at  the  age 
of  16  he  found  himself  in  the  United  States,  a  whole  continent  before  him, 
with  the  reward  of  fortune  for  those  who  had  the  ability  to  grasp  it.  A 
hardware  store  in  New  York  was  the  scene  of  his  first  industrial  efforts  in 
the  New  World.  He  was  not  there  long,  however,  as  in  1883  he  arrived 
in  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  went  to  work  on  a  farm,  but 
too  ambitious  to  continue  working  long  for  others,  he  soon  rented  a  farm 
for  himself,  which  he  operated  under  rental  for  five  years.  In  those  days 
the  prices  for  farm  produce  were  much  lower  than  at  present  and  many 
farmers  found  it  hard  to  make  money,  but  Mr.  Staub  made  progress  and 
saved  something  every  year,  until  in  1896  he  found  himself  in  a  position  to 
purchase  his  present  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  17,  Albany  township. 
To  its  improvement  and  cultivation  he  has  since  devoted  his  efforts,  and 
now  has  the  place  in  excellent  condition,  with  good  buildings,  adequate  ma¬ 
chinery,  and  everything  necessary  to  modern  farming  on  a  profitable  basis 
— a  most  creditable  record,  fit  to  inspire  the  youth  of  the  present  day  to 
achieve  similar  industrial  triumphs.  As  one  of  the  responsible  men  of  his 
township  Mr.  Staub  has  been  called  upon  to  take  part  in  local  government 
and  has  served  efficiently  as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  On  January  12,  1893,  Mr.  Staub  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Ottinger,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  county,  March  31,  1876,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Minnie  (Dryssee)  Ottinger.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland  and  her  mother  of  Germany,  but  they  were  early  settlers  in 
this  section,  and  Mrs.  Staub  as  a  girl  attended  rural  school  in  Albany  town¬ 
ship,  this  county.  Seven  children  have  come  to  enlarge  the  domestic  circle 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staub — Minnie,  Louisa,  Paul,  Fred,  Mary,  Henry  and  Eddie. 
Henry  and  Eddie  are  now  deceased.  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Struck, 
a  farmer  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  has  one  child,  Raymond. 

John  Kothbauer,  a  progressive  and  well  to  do  farmer,  operating  a  fine 
farm  of  280  acres  in  section  15,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born 
in  Austria,  November  18,  1870,  son  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Kothbauer. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  Austria,  the  father  born  in  1847.  They  came 
to  the  United  States  about  thirty-eight  years  ago,  settling  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  on  a  farm.  He  is  still  living,  but  is  now  retired  and 
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resides  in  Mondovi.  John  Kothbauer  attended  school  in  Germany  and  was 
ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  After 
they  settled  in  Lima  township  he  continued  his  studies  for  a  while  in  the 
district  school,  but  soon  had  to  become  industrially  active,  working  on  his 
parents'  farm  until  he  was  23  years  old.  After  that  he  worked  for  other 
farmers  until  he  married.  Twelve  years  ago  he  began  farming  on  his  pres¬ 
ent  place,  a  fine  piece  of  agricultural  property,  which  he  has  built  up  and 
greatly  improved  and  modernized.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  keeping 
the  Holstein  breed  of  cattle,  besides  other  good  stock,  and  is  meeting  with 
good  financial  returns.  Mr.  Kothbauer  is  a  thorough  master  of  his  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  conducts  in  an  orderly  and  systematic  manner,  his  buildings 
being  neat  and  substantial  and  his  machinery  of  the  best  and  most  modern 
type.  He  is  a  hard  worker  and  good  manager  and  his  present  prosperity 
is  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  ability.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Rock  Falls.  Mr.  Kothbauer  was 
married,  April  14,  1896,  to  Lena  Schrenk,  daughter  of  Florian  and  Anna 
(Priessel)  Schrenk,  natives  of  Austria.  She  attended  school  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  1866  her  father  fought  in  the  Austrian  army  against  Germany. 
Coming  to  the  United  States  in  1892,  the  family  settled  in  Albany  township, 
this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kothbauer  have  a  family  of  eight  children,  all 
residing  at  home,  whose  names  respectively  are  Andrew,  Eleanor,  Leo, 
Edward,  Lucille,  Anna,  Verena  and  William. 

Florian  Pichler,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural  indus¬ 
try  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  is  a  man  who  is  making  his  way  in 
the  world  through  enterprise,  backed  by  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of 
his  vocation,  and  steady  and  persistent  effort  He  was  born  in  Austria, 
April  25,  1866,  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Schlosser)  Pichler.  The  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  with  their  family  in  1881  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Lima  township,  this  county,  which  property  they  cleared  and  improved. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Florian  Pichler  was  15  years  old  when  he  came 
to  this  country.  He  had  attended  school  in  Austria  and  after  his  arrival 
here  he  took  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  industry,  helping  on  his  parents'  farm 
for  a  while,  and  at  the  age  of  18  obtaining  employment  on  the  railroad. 
All  this,  however,  was  but  preliminary  to  his  real  work  in  life.  In  time 
he  came  into  possession  of  the  home  farm  in  Lima  township,  on  which  he 
remained  until  about  1901.  He  then  sold  it  and  bought  his  present  farm 
of  280  acres  in  section  9,  Albany  township.  Since  then,  having  full  scope 
for  his  ability,  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  improving  the  property,  in  which 
enterprise  he  has  made  big  strides,  having  now  an  excellent  and  well  paying 
farm.  He  has  cleared  up  most  of  the  land,  and  his  buildings  and  machin¬ 
ery  are  of  modern  type  and  thoroughly  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of 
profitable  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  he  attends  the  Cath¬ 
olic  church  at  Rock  Falls.  October  24,  1893,  Mr.  Pichler  married  Lena 
Bauer,  daughter  of  Paul  Bauer.  Her  parents,  who  settled  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship  many  years  ago  on  coming  from  Austria,  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pichler  have  a  large  family,  numbering  ten  children.  Thus,  though 
but  little  past  his  prime,  Mr.  Pichler  has  attained  a  comfortable  position  in 
life  and  is  privileged  to  see  his  children’s  children  growing  up  around  him. 
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Ellis  Weaver,  in  former  years  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of 
Durand  township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born 
in  Germany,  January  1,  1854,  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  Weaver.  The  par¬ 
ents,  also  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  family 
in  1856,  locating  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  There  the  mother  died  a 
few  years  later,  and  the  father  subsequently  married  again,  spending  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  that  locality.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  three 
children.  Ellis  Weaver  attended  school  for  a  short  time  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  to  which  he  came  when  12  years  old,  accompanying  a 
Mr.  Dixon.  When  old  enough  to  begin  industrial  life  he  worked  out  for 
others  until  his  marriage  in  1880,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  Durand  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  operated  for  nineteen  years.  In  1902  he  bought  a  farm  at 
Red  Cedar,  Dunn  county,  and  there  he  resided  until  his  death,  September 
28,  1909.  He  was  for  some  time  a  stockholder  in  the  co-operative  store 
and  creamery  in  Durand.  Mr.  Weaver’s  marriage  took  place  July  3,  1880, 
the  bride  being  Miss  Salina  Vradenburg.  She  was  born  in  Deerfield,  Steele 
county,  Minnesota,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Maria  (Benner)  Vraden¬ 
burg.  After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Weaver  resided  on  the  farm  in 
Dunn  county  until  1912,  when  she  sold  it  and  moved  to  Durand,  her  pres¬ 
ent  place  of  residence.  Here  she  has  a  pleasant  home,  the  property  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  good  house  with  an  acre  of  ground,  and  conveniently  situated. 
She  and  her  husband  had  one  child,  Lester  E.,  who  died  in  1886.  An 
adopted  son,  Norman  Ellis,  born  February  9,  1903,  is  attending  school. 
Mrs.  Weaver  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  lodge ;  the  Rebeckah  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  she  is  at  the  present  time  warden ;  the  Red  Cross  So¬ 
ciety  and  the  Cemetery  Association,  taking  active  part  in  the  work  of  all 
these  associations.  Mr.  Weaver  was  both  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow. 

Christopher  Vradenburg,  an  early  settler  in  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  long 
since  deceased,  was  bom  in  New  York  State,  June  12, 1812,  and  was  brought 
up  to  farming.  He  married  Maria  Benner,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1823,  and  about  18 —  they  emigrated  to  Illinois,  whence  they  came 
later  to  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin.  Then  they  removed  to  Minnesota, 
from  which  state  they  came  in  1857  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  locating 
near  Durand,  where  they  resided  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr. 
Vradenburg  took  a  farm  in  Waubeek  township,  where  he  spent  the  last 
twenty  years  of  his  life,  dying  October  15,  1880.  He  had  been  a  widower 
for  nearly  three  years  before  his  death,  his  wife  having  passed  away.  De¬ 
cember  25,  1877.  Mr.  Vradenburg  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  never 
aspired  to  office,  giving  his  whole  attention  to  his  farm  and  the  rearing  and 
support  of  his  family  of  eleven  children. 

William  John  Soden,  who  died  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin, 
July  31,  1916,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  respected 
citizens  of  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county.  He  was  bom  in  Highland, 
Mich.,  April  25,  1848,  son  of  James  and  Hannah  (Ostrander)  Soden,  both 
natives  of  Michigan,  who  never  came  farther  west.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  William  John  Soden  was  reared  in  his  native  state 
and  there  attended  school.  After  reaching  the  age  of  12  years  he  earned 
his  own  living,  working  for  others,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  after  the 
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breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in  a  Michigan 
regiment  and  served  three  years  as  a  soldier.  Returning  home  sound  in 
body,  he  resumed  industrial  life  in  Michigan.  In  1870  he  came  to  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  for  a  while  he  worked  for  others.  Then  taking 
a  homestead  in  section  18,  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  he  devoted 
himself  to  farming  on  his  own  account,  and  in  time  added  to  his  original 
acreage  until  he  owned  280  acres  of  land.  There  he  resided  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  or  until  three  years  prior  to  his  death,  these  last  three  years 
being  spent  in  Durand.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Tarrant  Creamery 
and  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company,  and  through  his  own  industry 
had  acquired  a  fair  competency.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand 
Army  Post  at  Durand,  and  in  politics  was  a  Republican.  Mr.  Soden  was 
married  July  2,  1876,  to  Cornelia  B.  Chase,  who  was  born  at  Ravenna, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Timothy  C.  and  Harriet  L.  (McCreary)  Chase.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  July  25,  1829 ;  her  mother  was 
bom  in  New  York  State,  October  11,  1829.  Mr.  Chase  was  in  early  life  a 
carpenter,  but  after  he  came  with  his  family  to  Durand,  Wis.,  in  1876,  he 
bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  where 
he  died  in  May,  1916,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  November,  1910.  He 
served  through  the  entire  Civil  war  as  a  private  in  an  Ohio  regiment  and 
was  never  wounded.  Mrs.  Soden,  who  was  the  second  bom  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  was  educated  in  Durand,  where  she  now  resides.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band  had  seven  children — Lula  C.,  Mary  E.,  William  J.,  George  M.,  Maggie 

L. ,  John  L.,  and  Victor — whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows :  Lula  C.  is  the 
wife  of  A.  W.  Rand  of  Mondovi,  a  carpenter.  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  James 
Thompson  of  Waubeek,  a  farmer,  and  has  one  child,  Warren.  William  J. 
resides  in  Cornell,  Wis.,  being  connected  with  the  paper  mill  industry.  He 
married  Mrs.  Eva  (Isham)  Howland,  of  which  union  there  is  one  child, 
William,  Jr.  By  her  former  marriage  to  Harry  Howland,  Mrs.  William  J. 
Soden  has  four  other  children,  Harold,  Lyman,  Frank  and  Alice.  George 

M.  Soden,  who  is  a  mason  residing  in  Durand,  married  Hazel  Cowels  and  has 
one  child,  Mildred.  Maggie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Owen  Thompson,  a  farmer  of 
Eau  Claire,  and  has  two  children,  Marion  and  Elwyn.  John  L.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Millie  Isham,  is  a  farmer  of  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  has 
two  children,  Milo  and  Ezra.  Victor,  who  resides  on  his  mother’s  farm, 
married  Muriel  Throne  and  has  one  child,  John  L. 

William  V.  Dorwin,  proprietor  of  Dorwin’s  Mill  at  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  which  he  has  operated  for  over  forty  years,  was  bom  in  Oxford 
township,  Adams  county,  Wisconsin,  May  15,  1855,  son  of  Vivus  W.  and 
Helen  Marriette  (Van  Hoesen)  Dorwin.  He  was  a  babe  of  12  months  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Durand,  his  father  driving  in  with  an  ox 
team.  His  first  home  here  was  a  log  structure  and  his  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed  amid  pioneer  surroundings.  The  country  was  full  of  large 
game,  including  bear,  wolf  and  deer,  venison  being  a  very  common  food 
among  the  early  settlers.  The  Indians  also  were  near  neighbors  and  fre¬ 
quent  visitors.  Young  Dorwin  acquired  the  elements  of  knowledge  in  the 
district  school,  afterwards  attending  Gale  University  at  Galesville,  Trem- 
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pealeau  county,  and  later  a  commercial  school  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  His 
father  had  established  the  present  mill  and  was  also  engaged  in  farming, 
and  William  V.  worked  for  him  until  reaching  the  age  of  19  years,  when 
his  father  gave  him  his  time.  In  the  following  spring  he  left  home  and 
for  the  next  eight  months  resided  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  Then  returning 
to  Durand,  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  farming  and  mill¬ 
ing  industries  and  so  continued  until  1885,  in  which  year  he  took  sole  charge 
of  the  mill,  which  he  has  since  operated,  devoting  to  it  his  whole  time.  It 
is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  northern  Wisconsin,  known 
as  Dorwin’s  Tunnel — a  place  admirably  adapted  to  camping  and  picnicking 
purposes,  and  known  both  for  the  mill  and  in  that  connection  over  a  wide 
area,  both  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  As  a  miller  for  so  many  years  in 
one  locality,  Mr.  Dorwin  has  had  a  successful  career,  manufacturing  the 
“Peerless  flour”  and  all  mill  feeds,  and  is  a  man  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Pepin  and  neighboring  counties.  During  most  of  his  life,  since 
attaining  maturity,  he  has  held  public  office,  having  served  as  township 
treasurer  twenty  years,  as  treasurer  of  his  school  district  thirty  years,  and 
in  nearly  all  the  county  offices.  He  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons 
at  Durand  and  to  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Dorwin 
was  married  September  8, 1877,  to  Flora  F.  Luce,  of  Galesville,  Wis.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  S.  S.  and  Hannah  (Gale)  Luce,  her  mother  being  a  sister  of  Judge 
Gale,  who  founded  that  city.  Both  her  father  and  mother,  however, 
were  born  in  Vermont.  Mrs.  Dorwin,  who  was  a  member  of  the  national 
chapter  of  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  passed  away  September 
18,  1918. 

Vivus  W.  Dorwin,  a  notable  pioneer  of  Durand  township,  Pepin  county, 
was  bom  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  in  1832.  In  early  life  he  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  farming,  which  occupation  he  followed  in  New  York  State 
until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of  22  years  to  Marriette  Van  Hoesen,  a  native 
of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York.  Then,  with  his  young  wife,  he  came 
west  to  Wisconsin,  locating  first  in  Adams  county,  where  he  remained  a 
year,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  Durand  township,  Pepin  county. 
Here,  although  he  knew  nothing  about  milling,  he  erected  the  first  mill 
between  River  Falls  and  La  Crosse,  which  he  operated  for  many  years, 
being  connected  with  it  until  his  death.  Other  notable  achievements  of 
his  were  the  establishment  of  the  first  dairy  farm  and  the  first  cheese  fac¬ 
tory  in  the  valley.  At  first  he  carried  on  both  cheese  and  butter  making 
on  his  farm,  his  wife  being  the  maker,  and  so  continued  until  he  built  a 
factory  at  the  mill,  where  the  business  was  continued.  He  was  thus  the 
original  pioneer  dairyman  and  cheese  maker  in  this  section.  But  his  pro¬ 
gressive  and  enterprising  nature  was  not  satisfied  with  these  achievements. 
He  conceived  the  idea  of  building  a  woolen  mill,  though  there  were  no  sheep 
in  this  part  of  the  country  at  that  time.  He,  however,  brought  in  a  large 
drove  and  placed  them  on  shares  with  the  farmers,  and  in  this  way  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  material  for  his  mill,  which  he  operated  with  the  roll  carding 
machinery  for  about  fifteen  years,  when  the  market  conditions  no  longer 
rendered  it  profitable.  In  all  matters  of  a  public  nature  Mr.  Dorwin  took  a 
leading  part.  Being  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors  when  the  rail- 
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road  was  built,  and  not  believing  in  bonding,  he  refused  to  sign  the  papers 
in  connection  with  the  transaction ;  but  when  the  right  of  way  was  donated 
he  gave  his  proportionate  share,  thereby  obtaining  the  right  of  way  for  a 
smaller  sum.  He  was  chairman  of  the  county  board  for  a  number  of 
terms,  served  also  on  his  township  board  and  was  a  member  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  for  four  terms.  He  also  helped  to  organize  what  is  now  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Durand.  In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  more  than  a 
section  of  land  and  did  an  extensive  business  in  buying  and  selling  land.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  the  25th  Wisconsin  regiment,  becoming  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  G  and  doing  frontier  service  against  the  Indians.  Being  attacked  by 
fever,  however,  he  resigned  his  commission  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  and 
returned  home  afflicted  by  fever  sores  in  each  leg,  which  he  carried  with 
him  to  his  grave.  Mr.  Dorwin  died  in  September,  1904,  being  survived  by 
his  wife,  whose  death  took  place  August  12,  1911.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  are  now  living  (1917). 

Flora  Felicia  Luce  Dorwin,  one  of  the  notable  women  of  Pepin  county, 
who  died  at  her  home  in  the  vicinity  of  Durand,  September  18,  1918,  though 
of  New  England  birth  and  antecedents,  was  in  most  essential  respects — 
in  home  training,  education  and  matured  experience — a  product  of  western 
Wisconsin.  She  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Vt.,  October  4,  1848,  daughter  of 
Samuel  S.  and  Hannah  (Gale)  Luce.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides  she  had  a  fine  lineage,  among  her  ancestors  being  early  settlers  of 
note  in  Stowe  and  Barre,  Vt.,  and  three  who  fought  for  American  independ¬ 
ence  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  while  her  grandfather,  Peter  Gale  (sec¬ 
ond),  was  one  of  the  “minute-men”  of  Barre  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  the 
spring  of  1857,  Flora  F.  Luce,  then  a  child  in  her  ninth  year,  came  with  her 
parents  to  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin,  which  town,  together 
with  the  university  later  known  as  Gale  College,  had  been  founded  by  her 
uncle,  the  Hon.  George  Gale.  It  was  on  the  latter’s  invitation,  and  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  erection  of  the  first  building  of  the  university,  that  her  father, 
an  architect  and  builder,  had  left  his  eastern  home.  The  family  took  up 
their  residence  in  Galesville,  and  Flora  early  became  a  student  in  the  uni¬ 
versity,  where  she  completed  the  classical  course  in  1868,  having  helped 
herself  along,  as  many  students  did,  by  teaching  in  the  country  schools 
near  by.  She  was  but  15  years  old  when  she  taught  her  first  school,  which, 
according  to  the  best  recollection,  was  somewhere  on  Decorah  Prairie. 
After  her  graduation  she  took  the  chair  of  Greek,  Latin  and  Botany  under 
President  Gilliland.  As  a  teacher  Miss  Luce  was  very  successful  and 
greatly  beloved.  In  the  words  of  one  of  her  friends,  Ella  L.  Willey,  ‘To 
the  girls  she  was  the  ideal  woman,  and  if  half  of  the  young  men  fell  in 
love  with  her,  nobody  blamed  them.”  Leaving  Galesville  in  1876,  she  was 
connected  for  a  year  with  a  seminary  in  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  where  she  taught 
English  literature,  botany  and  painting.  On  September  4,  1877,  she  was 
married  at  her  home  in  Galesville,  in  the  presence  of  a  few  close  friends,  to 
William  V.  Dorwin,  of  Durand,  Wis.,  who  survives  her.  For  a  time  they 
lived  in  the  village  of  Durand,  Mr.  Dorwin  having  charge  of  a  feed  store 
there.  But  the  Dorwins,  father  and  sons,  conducted  numerous  lines  of 
business,  and  in  1885,  William  V.  Dorwin  took  charge  of  the  mill,  four  miles 
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out  of  town.  There  they  built  the  beautiful  home  in  which  they  were  still 
living  at  the  time  of  Mrs.  Dorwin’s  death.  The  business  necessitated  a 
large  household,  and  Mrs.  Dorwin  was  a  busy  woman;  but  in  spite  of  her 
many  prosaic  duties,  to  which  she  faithfully  and  conscientiously  attended, 
she  still  found  time  to  cultivate  her  mind  and  indulge  her  taste  for  the 
beautiful  things  of  life.  Flora  Felicia — the  goddesses  of  “flowers”  and 
“happiness” — was  a  name  most  appropriate  for  her.  Botany  was  her  fa¬ 
vorite  recreation,  and  her  garden  was  an  ornament  to  the  country  side. 
Her  talent  for  landscape  painting  was  improved  by  frequent  practice  to  a 
point  of  skill  seldom  attained  save  by  those  who  devote  their  lives  to  that 
branch  of  art,  and  her  home  was  adorned  by  some  beautiful  products  of 
her  brush.  Notwithstanding  these  varied  occupations,  she  identified  her¬ 
self  as  far  as  possible  with  the  life  of  the  community,  and  was  drawn  upon 
for  many  and  various  special  functions  in  town.  Mrs.  Dorwin’s  nature  was 
gentle,  affectionate,  sympathetic  and  tactful.  Her  convictions  were  strong 
but  she  never  intruded  them.  She  had  a  rare  understanding  of  human 
nature,  and  was  devoted  to  her  friends,  idealizing  their  virtues  and  ignor¬ 
ing  their  failings.  Her  sense  of  humor — her  “funny-bone,”  as  she  called 
it — saved  many  a  trying  occasion.  She  had  a  brilliant  mind,  and  had  she 
chosen  an  independent  career,  might  have  achieved  distinction  in  more  than 
one  direction ;  but  she  was  domestic  in  her  tastes  and  found  the  home  her 
most  congenial  sphere.  Her  married  life  was  happy,  though  checkered 
with  more  than  the  usual  allotment  of  sickness  and  misfortune.  Though 
for  so  many  years  a  resident  of  Pepin  county,  she  never  lost  her  interest 
in  her  early  home.  She  was  a  regular  reader  of  the  Galesville  paper,  and 
so  long  as  her  parents  lived  she  managed  to  pay  them  a  two-weeks’  visit 
once  or  twice  a  year,  on  such  occasions  renewing  old  friendships  and  making 
new  ones.  After  the  death  of  her  father  in  February,  1908,  following  the 
death  of  her  mother  by  only  eight  weeks,  these  visits  were  less  frequent. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  her,  her  husband  and  her  brother  Walter — the  latter 
now  the  only  survivor  of  the  Luce  family — together  with  a  host  of  friends, 
by  whom  she  is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten. 

Samuel  S.  Luce,  a  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  county,  where  he  resided  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  his  activities  as  architect,  journalist  and  edu¬ 
cator,  bringing  him  into  close  contact  with  most  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
that  county,  was  born  at  Stowe,  La  Moille  county,  Vermont,  in  1819,  a  son 
of  Chester  Luce.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Zimri  Luce,  a  native  of 
Martha’s  Vineyard  and  an  early  settler  of  Stow.  Samuel  S.  was  reared  to 
the  occupation  of  farming,  but  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  architect 
and  builder,  which  he  followed  for  many  years,  superintending  the  con¬ 
struction  of  many  important  buildings,  both  in  the  East  and  the  West. 
On  December  7, 1847,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Hannah  (Tottingham)  Gale.  She  was  of  good  American  an¬ 
cestry.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  also  named  Peter  Gale,  was  an  early 
settler  of  Barre,  Vt.,  and  served  in  the  Continental  army.  Her  father  was 
one  of  the  “minute-men”  of  Barre  in  the  War  of  1812,  while  her  mother  was 
of  genuine  Puritan  stock.  She  was  a  sister  of  the  Hon.  George  Gale,  the 
founder  of  Galesville  and  of  Gale  University,  later  known  as  Gale  College, 
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and  one  of  the  framers  of  the  Wisconsin  constitution.  In  the  fall  of  1857, 
at  the  solicitation  of  his  brother-in-law,  Judge  George  Gale,  Mr.  Luce  came 
to  Galesville  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  first  building  of  the  newly 
chartered  university,  and  was  followed  by  his  family  to  the  same  place  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year.  For  a  considerable  length  of  time  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  architect  and  builder,  completing  his  work  on  the  univer¬ 
sity,  and  erecting  the  residence  of  Judge  Gale  and  other  notable  buildings. 
In  1860  he  established  the  Galesville  Transcript — one  of  the  first  and  best 
newspapers  published  in  Trempealeau  county — which  he  conducted  till  1865. 
This  paper  contained  many  historical  and  literary  contributions  of  high 
quality.  An  important  feature  was  the  department  of  “Law  Intelligence,” 
giving  in  full  the  proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  district.  In  the 
fall  of  1865  Mr.  Luce  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools,  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  which  he  served  efficiently  for  four  years.  He  was  also  for  a  long 
time  connected  with  the  Galesville  Independent,  at  first  in  an  editorial 
capacity  only,  and  subsequently — from  May,  1881,  to  1889 — as  proprietor 
in  association  with  his  son,  Walter  S.  A  man  of  high  moral  standard,  with 
clear  perceptions,  and  a  close  familiarity  with  local  needs  and  conditions, 
he  made  his  influence  felt  on  the  side  of  right  and  progress.  Though  pre¬ 
eminently  a  practical  man  and  no  dreamer,  Mr.  Luce  had  a  strong  poetic 
nature,  which  found  happy  expression  through  his  literary  ability  in  several 
volumes  of  poems  which  attracted  wide  attention  and  received  favorable 
notice  from  able  critics.  One  of  these  he  published,  in  connection  with  his 
wife,  in  1876;  another,  called  “Echoes  of  the  Past,”  appeared  in  1881,  and 
six  years  later  appeared  “The  Woodman,”  one  of  his  most  pretentious  and 
successful  efforts.  Mr.  Luce  continued  an  honored  resident  of  Galesville 
until  his  death  in  February,  1908,  when  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  He  had 
survived  his  wife  but  eight  weeks.  Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Flora  F.,  who  married  William  V.  Dorwin,  of  Durand, 
and  died  September  18,  1918;  George  S.,  a  publisher,  now  deceased;  and 
Walter  S.,  for  several  years  publisher  and  proprietor  of  the  La  Crosse  Daily 
Press. 

Marcellus  Dorwin,  a  prominent  agriculturist  operating  a  good  farm  in 
section  25,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township, 
February  14,  1861,  son  of  V.  W.  and  Helen  (Van  Hoesen)  Dorwin.  He 
was  the  fourth  born  of  his  parents’  eleven  children.  His  education,  begun 
in  the  school  at  Wood's  Corner,  Durand  township,  was  continued  at  Gale 
University,  where  he  spent  one  winter,  and  at  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
School,  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  where  also  he  spent  a  winter.  For  six  or  seven 
years  from  the  time  he  was  21  years  old  he  worked  for  his  father,  and 
then,  after  his  marriage  in  1888,  bought  a  farm  in  Durand  township,  lo¬ 
cated  north  of  his  father’s  mill,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  He  then 
purchased  his  father’s  farm,  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  which  now  con¬ 
tains  400  acres  of  valuable  land.  This  he  operates  chiefly  as  a  dairy  farm, 
and  is  engaged  in  breeding  Jersey  cattle,  for  which  he  has  a  preference. 
He  also  raises  horses,  swine  and  Shropshire  sheep.  Mr.  Dorwin  has 
achieved  a  pronounced  success  in  his  farming  operations,  having  a  well 
equipped  place,  with  good  buildings  and  machinery,  which  he  conducts 
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according  to  the  most  modern  methods.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Durand,  and  one  of  its  directors,  and  a  stockholder 
in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  a  Republican,  he 
served  as  township  chairman  for  a  number  of  years,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  county  board  six  years,  and  is  now  serving  on  the  county  road  and 
bridge  committee.  During  the  war  with  Germany  he  has  taken  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  patriotic  work,  having  organized  and  served  as  chairman  of 
the  Council  of  Defense  of  Pepin  county,  also  as  chairman  of  the  Liberty 
Loan  Committee  of  Durand  township,  and  has  been  active  in  war  saving 
stamp  drives.  Mr.  Dorwin  was  married,  October  27,  1888,  to  Mary  Ellen 
Fox,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  October  11,  1869, 
daughter  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Stringer)  Fox.  Her  father,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  died  September  12, 1909.  Her  mother,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
is  now  living  in  Eau  Claire.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorwin  six  children  have  been  born,  as  follows :  Helen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  married  Clyde  Maynard  of  Ellsworth,  Wis.,  where  she  and  her 
husband  reside ;  Vivus  W.,  who  lives  at  home  and  is  assisting  his  father  on 
the  farm;  Lawrence  M.,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township,  who  married  Ethel 
Walker ;  William  E.  and  Bessie,  who  reside  at  home,  and  Inez,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  Dorwin  belongs  to  the  camp  of  Modem  Wood¬ 
men  of  America  at  Durand  and  also  to  the  lodge  of  Beavers. 

Frank  G.  Pfeiffer,  proprietor  of  the  Pfeiffer  Grain  &  Seed  Company, 
of  Durand,  who  has  also  other  important  business  interests,  was  born  in 
Wabasha,  Minn.,  Nov.  18, 1864,  son  of  Anton  and  Karolina  (Kaiser)  Pfeiffer. 
The  father,  Anton  Pfeiffer,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Dusseldorf 
in  1827.  He  came  to  the  United  States  alone  when  a  young  man  of  19 
years,  locating  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  for  .  several  years  worked  on  the 
river  all  the  way  from  St.  Paul  to  New  Orleans.  Those  were  the  romantic 
days  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Mississippi,  there  being  few  railroads, 
and  he  doubtless  had  many  interesting  experiences.  At  the  end  of  the 
time  mentioned,  however,  he  gave  up  the  river,  probably  not  finding  the 
work  profitable,  and  located  at  Wabasha,  Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
stone  quarry  work  and  well  drilling.  He  remained  in  that  occupation  for 
a  few  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  transfer  business,  which  he  carried  on 
there  for  thirty-five  years  or  more.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  having 
rounded  out  a  long  career  of  industry,  he  retired,  and  five  years  later  he 
died,  in  the  spring  of  1897,  being  then  in  his  seventieth  year.  His  wife 
Karolina,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  January  2,  1841,  is  still  living  in 
Wabasha,  being  now  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children:  Bertha,  Frank,  Charles,  Ottilia,  Anna,  Joe,  Caroline,  Fred 
and  Clara.  Frank  G.  Pfeiffer  was  the  second  bom  of  his  parents’  children. 
He  attended  school  in  Wabasha  and  also  took  a  short  course  in  a  business 
college  there.  At  the  age  of  16  years  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  at 
Wabasha,  Minn.,  employed  as  corporation  manager,  in  which  occupation  he 
continued  for  about  three  years.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  man¬ 
agement  of  a  grain  house  at  Maxwell,  where  he  remained  one  year,  then 
going  to  an  elevator  at  Downsville,  where  he  worked  until  February,  1884, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Durand.  About  1909  he  bought  out  the  cor- 
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poration  known  as  the  Pfeiffer  Grain  &  Seed  Company  and  has  since  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  independently,  giving  to  it  the  greater  part  of  his  time. 
He  also  is  co-partner  in  a  general  retail  lumber  business,  under  name  of 
Pfeiffer  Lumber  Co.,  at  Durand,  he  himself  holding  the  office  of  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company.  Aside  from  these  interests  Mr.  Pfeiffer  is  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand.  He  is  now  serving  m  his  fourth 
year  as  mayor  of  Durand.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in  religion  a 
Catholic.  Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  married  April  12,  1898,  to  Anna  May  Meehan, 
who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  William 
and  Marian  (Berry)  Meehan.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  who  became  an 
early  resident  of  Pepin  county  and  a  land  owner  here.  He  died  about  1904, 
and  his  wife  now  resides  at  Arkansaw,  this  county.  Their  daughter  Anna 
May,  who  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  five  children,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  have  been  the  parents 
of  six  children:  Marion,  Frank,  Jr.,  Karleen  Otilla,  Elvin  Anita,  Robert 
Joseph  and  Dorothy,  the  last  mentioned  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  all  residing  at  home. 

Joseph  St.  Martin,  now  living  retired  on  his  old  homestead  in  section 
26,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  is  a  man  who  has  had  a  long  and 
adventurous  career,  abounding  during  the  early  years  in  stirring  experi¬ 
ences,  and  who  has  well  earned  the  rest  and  comfortable  prosperity  that  he 
now  enjoys.  He  was  born  in  Lower  Canada,  February  16,  1837,  son  of 
Louis  and  Margaret  St.  Martin,  the  father  being  a  native  of  France  and 
the  mother  of  Canada.  Emigrating  to  Vermont,  they  later  removed  to 
New  York  State,  then  at  a  subsequent  date  returned  to  Vermont,  where 
Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Martin  died.  Her  husband  afterwards  went  back  to 
Canada,  where  his  death  occurred.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom 
Joseph  was  the  youngest.  The  latter  was  but  a  small  boy  when  he  began 
to  earn  his  own  living,  or  at  least,  to  contribute  to  his  own  support.  He 
had  worked  two  years  on  the  railroad  before  he  weighed  100  pounds,  and 
was  thus  occupied  for  about  five  years.  The  next  two  years  were  spent  in 
the  freight  service  as  a  sailor  on  Lake  Champlain.  After  that  he  worked 
in  the  stone  quarries  in  Vermont  for  about  three  years.  Then  going  to 
New  York  State,  he  bought  land  which  he  cleared  and  engaged  in  farming. 
Two  years  later  he  gave  up  that  occupation  and,  the  Civil  War  having  now 
broken  out,  returned  to  Vermont,  where  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Seventh 
Vermont  regiment,  and  served  one  year  as  a  private.  After  a  short  stay 
in  New  York,  he  resumed  military  service,  going  to  New  Orleans  and  thence 
to  Texas,  being  subsequently  mustered  out  at  Brownsville,  that  state. 
Coming  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1866,  he  took  forty  acres  of  land  in 
section  26,  Waterville  township,  which  original  tract  forms  a  part  of  his 
present  farm,  and  for  a  number  of  years  subsequently  his  life  was  that  of  a 
pioneer  farmer,  with  plenty  of  hard  work  and  at  times  some  privation,  but 
on  the  whole  not  unconducive  to  a  healthful  and  contented  existence.  At 
times  he  worked  in  sawmills,  and  after  the  introduction  of  threshing  ma¬ 
chines  into  the  county,  operated  them  for  some  time  during  the  threshing 
season.  In  time  also  he  added  to  the  size  of  his  farm  by  additional  pur¬ 
chases  of  land  until  he  owned  about  300  acres.  Now,  after  a  long  and 
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useful  career,  Mr.  St.  Martin  is  residing  on  his  original  forty-acre  farm, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  many  years  of  industry.  During  that  period  he 
has  seen  many  wonderful  changes  and  improvements  take  place  in  the 
county;  has  watched  its  increase  in  population  and  in  the  value  of  the  land, 
the  development  of  beautiful  farms,  with  the  introduction  of  improved 
farm  machinery,  the  construction  of  good  roads,  the  coming  of  the  rail¬ 
roads,  furnishing  better  methods  of  transportation  than  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  ever  hoped  to  enjoy — to  say  nothing  of  the  automobile — and  the 
springing  up  of  villages  and  cities.  And  in  this  work  of  civilization  he  has 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  has  himself  borne  a  worthy  part,  having 
converted  many  an  acre  of  wild  land  into  cultivated  soil  producing  bountiful 
crops.  Although  never  prominent  in  local  politics  or  governmental  affairs, 
Mr.  St.  Martin  in  former  days  rendered  useful  service  on  the  school  board 
of  his  district  (No.  4),  serving  as  treasurer.  His  political  principles  are  in 
general  those  of  the  Republican  party,  though  he  reserves  the  right  to 
vote  independently  when  occasion  requires.  In  1870  Mr.  St.  Martin  was 
married  to  Agnes  Brown,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Rosella  Brown.  Her  parents  having  removed  to  New  York 
State,  the  father  died  there,  and  Mrs.  Brown,  with  her  children,  came  in 
1868  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  where 
she  subsequently  died.  The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  St.  Martin  has 
been  rounded  out  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  whose  record  in  brief  is  as 
follows:  Willard,  a  farmer  residing  at  Spooner,  Wis. ;  Elfreda,  wife  of 
Jule  Carrington  of  St.  Paul;  Warren,  a  farmer  of  Spooner,  Wis.;  Linda, 
wife  of  Orris  Bashaw  of  St.  Paul;  Russell,  now  lieutenant  in  a  company 
raised  at  Durand  for  service  in  the  present  war ;  Nora,  wife  of  John  Keller 
of  St.  Paul;  Margaret,  wife  of  Joseph  Hutton  of  Waterville  township; 
Josephine,  wife  of  Frank  Richardson,  a  farmer  of  Waterville  township; 
and  Martha,  wife  of  August  Lieffring,  of  Waubeek  township. 

Ezra  N.  Sabin,  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Durand, 
Pepin  county,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  after  a  life  of  useful  activity, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  Rock  county,  near  Brodhead,  Wis.,  April  27,  1848, 
son  of  Nelson  and  Abbie  (Brewster)  Sabin.  Nelson  Sabin  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  April  25,  1822,  and  became  a  farmer.  His  wife 
Abbie  was  born  near  Wooster,  Ohio.  In  1844  they  removed  from  Ohio  to 
Wisconsin,  settling  near  Brodhead  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  which  Mr.  Sabin 
entered  from  the  government.  He  and  his  family  remained  there  until  the 
spring  of  1855,  when  they  came  to  Bear  Creek  Valley,  seven  miles  east  of 
Durand,  where  Mr.  Sabin  bought  land,  he  and  his  family  taking  up  their 
residence  in  a  log  shanty.  There  he  remained  for  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
years,  engaged  in  developing  his  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went 
back  to  the  vicinity  of  his  old  home  at  Brodhead,  taking  a  farm  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  until  he  retired.  He  then 
moved  into  Brodhead,  where  he  died  May  5,  1899.  He  had  long  survived 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1868.  Nelson  Sabin  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
communities  in  which  he  resided  and  at  various  times  held  school  and 
township  offices.  He  and  his  wife  had  four  children :  Charles  H.,  Ezra  N., 
Phoebe  E.  and  Jasper  J.  Ezra  N.  Sabin  was  the  second  born  of  his  parents’ 
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children.  He  first  attended  school  near  Brodhead  and  later  in  Bear  Creek 
Valley,  Pepin  county;  also  the  “Hanan”  Academy,  a  private  institution  at 
Durand.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  17th  Wisconsin  regiment 
as  a  private,  and  served  until  July,  1865.  At  the  battle  of  Wilcox’s  Bridge, 
near  Kingston,  N.  C.,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  sent  to  Libby  prison, 
where  he  was  confined  until  he  was  parolled  and  sent  to  the  parol  camp  at 
St.  Louis.  Later  he  was  mustered  out  at  Madison,  Wis.  He  then  came 
home  and  worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  November  21,  1868,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Hardy,  who  was  bom  near  Sardinia,  Erie 
county,  New  York,  daughter  of  Perry  E.  and  Lucina  (Hewlett)  Hardy. 
Her  parents,  both  natives  of  New  York  State,  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  about  1856,  locating  on  a  farm  six  miles  northeast  of  Durand. 
Later  they  sold  that  farm  and  moved  to  Durand,  Mr.  Hardy  retiring  from 
active  work.  He  had  proved  his  worth  as  a  good  citizen  and  held  various 
township  and  school  offices.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  large  family  number¬ 
ing  eleven  children,  the  daughter  Martha  being  one  of  the  youngest.  She 
was  educated  in  the  district  school  nearest  to  her  parents’  farm.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Sabin  engaged  in  farming  for  himself  in  Lima 
township,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1883.  He  then  moved  to  Durand 
and  engaged  in  the  harness  business  for  eight  years,  afterwards  conduct¬ 
ing  a  grocery  and  restaurant  for  about  four  years.  He  then  sold  out  and 
engaged  in  carpenter  work,  continuing  in  that  business  for  a  number  of 
years  until  his  retirement  in  1907,  except  during  the  years  1900,  1902  and 
1903,  when  he  was  serving  in  the  office  of  sheriff.  He  was  also  supervisor 
of  the  Second  ward  of  the  city  of  Durand  for  twelve  years,  and  was  chief 
of  the  volunteer  fire  department  for  fifteen  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  Mr.  Sabin  built  his  present  residence  in  Durand  in  1883.  It  is 
located  at  No.  604  Seventh  avenue,  there  being  three  acres  of  land  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  house.  Mr.  Sabin  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge 
at  Durand,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  a  man  of  influence 
in  the  community  and  is  interested  in  everything  that  tends  toward  its 
moral  or  material  advancement,  being  always  ready  to  support  a  worthy 
cause. 

Paul  Lieffring,  a  well  known  farmer  and  stock  raiser  residing  in  sec¬ 
tion  9,  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  June  28, 1874,  son  of  Charles  and  Katherine  tJentgen) 
Lieffring.  His  parents  were  natives  respectively  of  Belgium  and  Luxem¬ 
burg,  both  born  in  1844.  Coming  to  the  United  States  when  ten  years  old, 
the  father,  Charles  Lieffring,  for  a  while  resided  in  New  York  State,  and 
later,  when  grown  to  manhood,  in  Lake  City,  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota, 
where  he  married  Katherine  Jentgen,  who  had  come  to  this  country  in 
1863.  In  1869  they  moved  to  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  where  they  made  their  home  for  twenty  years,  coming  to  Waubeek 
township,  Pepin  county,  in  1889.  Here  they  were  actively  engaged  in 
farming  until  1912,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  retired  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Eau  Galle,  Wis.;  where  Charles  Lieffring  died 
August  11, 1915.  His  wife  is  still  residing  there.  Paul  Lieffring  attended 
school  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  when  young  assisted  his 
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father  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  18  he  began  working  out,  at  first 
on  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  from  that 
state  to  the  Dakotas,  following  farm  work  in  both  states.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Wisconsin  and  for  the  next  ten  years  was  engaged  in  carpenter 
work  in  the  village  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county.  In  1912  he  came  to  Wau- 
beek  township,  Pepin  county,  and  purchased  his  father’s  farm,  on  which 
he  still  resides,  and  which  he  is  conducting  on  a  profitable  basis,  doing  mixed 
farming,  including  in  particular  raising  of  Durham  cattle.  Through  in¬ 
dustry  and  intelligent  management  he  has  taken  rank  among  the  success¬ 
ful  agriculturists  and  stockmen  of  this  township.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  town  board,  but  is  independent  in  politics.  He  attends  the 
Catholic  church  at  Eau  Galle,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
lodge,  and  of  the  Beavers  at  Eau  Galle,  to  which  last  mentioned  order  his 
wife  also  belongs.  Mr.  Lieffring  was  married,  September  9,  1902,  to  Ida 
Baier,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Luitgarda  (Keller)  Baier,  and  he  and  his 
wife  have  three  children,  Raymond  James,  George  and  Gladys  May.  Joseph 
A.  Baier,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lieffring,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  15, 1824, 
and  his  wife  in  Baden,  Germany,  October  17,  1838.  He  came  first  to  this 
country,  about  1850,  Mrs.  Baier  coming  soon  after.  He  was  an  employee 
for  a  time  of  the  Carson  &  Rand  Company  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county.  He 
served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  Company  E,  37th  Wisconsin  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry. 

Thomas  McGuine,  for  half  a  century  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Durand  township,  but  now  passed  away,  was 
born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1833.  When  a  lad  of  17  years  he  left  his 
native  land  and  came  to  America,  landing  in  Quebec  in  1851.  He  worked  in 
the  pineries  that  winter  and  the  following  spring,  and  then  removed  to 
Ella  Grange,  Cattaraugus  county.  New  York,  where  he  worked  during  the 
summer  of  1852.  In  the  meanwhile  his  father  and  the  other  members  of 
his  family  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  come  to  that  place  to  live.  From 
there  he  and  a  brother  came  west  and  worked  in  a  brick  yard  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  for  one  season,  thence  going  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  followed 
the  same  occupation.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and 
from  there,  in  company  with  the  late  Loftus  Fox,  came  up  the  Mississippi 
on  a  land-hunting  tour.  At  Reed’s  landing  they  met  the  late  Truman  Cur¬ 
tiss,  who  told  them  to  come  with  him  and  he  would  show  them  a  beautiful 
country.  They  took  a  keel  boat  up  the  Chippewa  to  the  mouth  of  Bear 
Creek,  where  Perry  Curtiss,  a  brother  of  Curtiss,  then  lived.  The  next 
morning  they  started  up  Bear  Creek  Valley,  traveling  until  they  arrived  at 
the  farm  now  (1906)  occupied  by  A.  L.  Fox,  which  Loftus  said  suited  him 
and  that  he  would  buy  it.  Mr.  McGuine  went  on  a  short  distance  until  he 
came  to  the  farm  in  what  is  now  section  25,  Durand  township,  which 
became  his  subsequent  home,  and  saying  “This  is  the  farm  for  me,”  went 
no  further.  They  at  once  started  out  for  the  land  office  at  La  Crosse, 
where  each  purchased  the  land  they  desired  at  $1.25  per  acre,  this  being 
the  first  land  entered  for  settlement  in  the  now  famous  Bear  Creek  Valley. 
In  the  summer  of  1855  Mr.  McGuine  moved  his  family  to  the  new  home, 
arriving  on  September  5th.  There  he  resided  for  a  little  over  50  years, 
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during  which  time  he  developed  his  land  into  an  excellent  farm,  also  build¬ 
ing  on  it  the  first  brick  house  between  La  Crosse  and  Chippewa  Falls. 
This  latter  work  he  did  himself,  being  able  to  lay  as  well  as  to  make  brick. 
Mr.  McGuine  died  April  20,  1906.  He  left  no  surviving  children  and  no 
widow,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Kerrin,  and  who,  like  him¬ 
self,  was  a  native  of  County  Clare,  Ireland,  having  preceded  him  to  the 
land  beyond  the  tomb  several  years  previously,  June  10,  1903.  He  was 
mourned  by  his  adopted  son,  John  McGuine,  of  the  town  of  Durand,  and  an 
adopted  daughter,  to  both  of  whom  he  was  a  kind  foster  father,  as  well 
as  by  the  entire  community  in  which  he  had  so  long  made  his  home.  He 
and  his  wife  had  had  two  children  of  their  own,  both  of  whom,  however, 
had  died  in  infancy.  In  the  Civil  War  Mr.  McGuine  had  been  attached  to 
the  army  as  a  carpenter,  but  never  served  as  a  soldier.  In  addition  to  the 
adopted  children  above  mentioned,  two  members  of  his  father’s  family 
survived  him — Mrs.  Susan  Glasspole,  of  West  Salem,  Wis.,  and  Michael 
McGuine,  of  the  town  of  Mondovi.  The  Pepin  County  Courier,  issue  of 
April  27,  1906,  from  which  most  of  the  facts  recorded  above  have  been 
taken,  said  further  in  regard  to  him :  “Mr.  McGuine  possessed  a  warm  heart 
and  was  of  a  kind  and  obliging  disposition,  and  made  friends  wherever  he 
went.  For  some  years  his  health  was  not  good,  but  no  complaint  on  his 
part  gave  any  token  of  the  suffering  he  patiently  endured.  Feeling  he 
could  no  longer  manage  his  farm,  a  few  months  ago  he  sold  it,  with  the 
machinery  and  stock,  to  his  adopted  son,  John,  and  came  to  this  city  to 
reside;  but  the  disease  that  had  so  long  afflicted  him  bore  heavily  upon 
him  and  he,  thinking  he  would  have  a  chance  for  quicker  recovery,  about 
two  weeks  ago  went  to  Eau  Claire  for  treatment  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Hos¬ 
pital,  but  it  was  of  no  avail.  He  soon  succumbed  and  on  the  20th  inst. 
his  spirit  went  home  to  God.  He  was  an  honest  man  and  a  consistent 
Christian,  being  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  His  funeral 
was  held  at  the  Catholic  church  here,  Rev.  C.  B.  Werkman  officiating,  last 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  the  remains  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  lot  in  the 
church  cemetery.  May  he  rest  in  peace.” 

John  McGuine,  proprietor  of  the  old  Thomas  McGuine  farm  in  section 
25,  Durand  township,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky,  Feb.  24,  1880, 
son  of  Kenneth  and  Margaret  Wood.  When  a  child  of  three  years  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  parents,  who  were  killed  in  a  railroad  accident. 
Placed  in  an  orphans’  home  in  New  York  City,  he  remained  there  six 
months,  and  was  later  adopted  by  Thomas  and  Jane  (Kerrin)  McGuine, 
of  Durand,  whose  memoir  is  elsewhere  given.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended 
school  at  Woods  Corners,  Durand  township,  and  resided  with  his  foster 
father  until  his  marriage,  in  December,  1903,  when  he  moved  to  Red 
Cedar,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad. 
A  year  later  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  had  been  brought  up 
and  has  since  resided  here.  The  homestead  contains  80  acres  of  valuable 
land,  and  in  addition  to  this  Mr.  McGuine  is  operating  other  adjoining 
land  to  the  total  extent  of  200  acres,  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  with  profitable  results.  Mr.  McGuine  was  married,  Dec.  24,  1903, 
to  Nora  Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  Oct.  30,  1880, 
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daughter  of  Newton  and  Emma  (Fleischauer)  Hubbard.  She  was  the 
first  born  in  a  family  of  five  children,  and  was  educated  in  Dunn  county, 
attending  district  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGuine  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Kenneth  Clair,  who  was  born  June  26,  1907.  Mrs.  McGuine  is  a 
member  of  the  Red  Cross  Association  and  both  she  and  her  husband  belong 
to  the  order  of  Beavers.  They  are  prominent  people  in  Durand  township 
and  have  a  host  of  friends. 

Reuben  A.  Parkhurst,  proprietor  of  a  productive  farm  of  40  acres  in 
section  27,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  Dec. 
5,  1863,  son  of  James  Monroe  and  Lydia  (Belden)  Parkhurst.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  the  little  village  of  Pomfret,  in  Windsor  county,  Ver¬ 
mont,  came  west,  and  located  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  he  learned  the  mable- 
cutter’s  trade.  From  there  he  came  to  this  locality  in  1867,  locating  in 
Bear  Creek  Valley,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Later 
he  went  to  Barron  county,  resided  there  a  few  years  and  then  settled  in 
Dunn  county.  His  wife  Lydia,  who  was  bom  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
died  in  Colfax  township,  Dunn  county,  in  1892,  after  which  James  M. 
Parkhurst  made  his  home  for  some  time  with  his  son,  Reuben.  He  died 
in  Durand,  where  he  was  then  living  retired,  on  April  14,  1904.  Reuben 
A.  Parkhurst,  who  was  the  ninth  born  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  at¬ 
tended  district  school  in  Buffalo  and  Barron  counties,  Wisconsin.  He 
resided  with  his  parents  until  two  years  before  his  marriage,  working  out 
at  times  in  Durand  township,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  at  his  present 
location.  Though  his  farm  is  small  compared  with  some,  the  soil  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  the  buildings  modern,  and  Mr.  Parkhurst  realized  good  returns. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  but  has  taken  no  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  united  in  marriage,  July  13,  1905,  to  Agnes  Stewart,  who  was  bom 
in  Durand  village,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Sleeper)  Stewart,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Dorothy  May,  who  has  graduated  from  the  common 
school  in  Durand  township.  Mr.  Parkhurst  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
lodge  at  Durand,  in  which  he  has  passed  through  the  chairs,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Beavers  fraternal  society,  while  Mrs.  Parkhurst  has 
passed  through  the  chairs  in  the  Rebeckah  lodge,  affiliated  with  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  an  ex-secretary  of  the  ladies’  branch  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Charles 
Stewart,  father  of  Mrs.  Parkhurst,  is  thought  to  have  been  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  his  wife  a  native  of  Bristol,  N.  H.  They  came  from 
Massachusetts  to  Durand,  Wis.,  in  1850.  Mr.  Stewart  had  been  a  mason 
and  plasterer  by  trade,  but  on  coming  here  engaged  in  farming,  though 
for  a  few  years  subsequently  he  occasionally  worked  at  his  trade.  He 
died  about  1892,  his  wife  surviving  him  about  two  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  The  name  of  Charles  Stewart  is  a  famous  one 
in  history,  having  been  borne  by  two  sovereigns  of  England.  A  few  words 
in  regard  to  the  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Parkhurst’s  father  was  a  descendant, 
may  be  of  interest.  “Every  man  or  woman  who  bears  the  name  of  Stewart 
must  look  back  to  Walter  Fitz  Alan,  as  the  progenitor  of  this  most  illus¬ 
trious  family  of  Scotland.  Walter  Fitz  Alan  was  the  second  son  of  Alan, 
son  of  Flad,  who  died  in  the  twelfth  century.  Alan  is  said  to  have  been 
a  Norman,  who  came  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  from 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


706 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


him  received  a  grant  of  land  with  the  title  of  Lord.  Alan’s  eldest  son, 
William  Fitz  Alan,  remained  in  England  and  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
Earls  of  Arundel.  The  second  son,  Walter  Fitz  Alan,  went  to  Scotland, 
where  he  became  the  Lord  High  Steward  of  the  country  under  King  David. 
It  was  Walter  Fitz  Alan’s  grandson  who  changed  the  name  from  Fitz 
Alan  to  Stewart.  From  him  have  sprung  the  illustrious  family  of  Stewart 
in  Scotland,  England  and  Ireland;  from  him  were  descended  the  Stewart 
kings  of  England — James  I,  Charles  I,  Charles  II  and  James  II — and  the 
colonist  who  brought  the  name  to  America.  The  spelling  ‘Stewart’  is  the 
one  usually  insisted  on  by  families  in  this  country  and  Scotland.  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots  was  the  first  to  employ  the  French  spelling  of  the  name, 
‘Stuart,’  when  she  married  the  king  of  France.  There  are  at  least  ten 
distinct  families  in  America  who  can  trace  their  establishment  back  to 
colonial  days.  One  of  the  most  prominent  of  these  families  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  Robert  Stewart,  a  covenanter  from  Scotland,  who  came  to  Boston 
in  1718  in  search  of  religious  freedom.  He  settled  in  Londonderry,  N.  H. 
Another  New  England  Stewart  progenitor  was  Duncan  Stewart,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Rowley,  Mass.  The  Baltimore  family  of  Stewart  was  founded  by 
David  Stewart,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1745.  The  New.Jersey  family 
was  established  by  Charles  Stewart,  who  was  born  in  County  Donegal, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
A  description  of  the  arms  of  the  Stewart  family  may  be  found  in  any 
book  of  heraldry,  but  as  such  description,  couched  in  heraldic  terms,  would 
be  unintelligible  to  the  great  majority  of  readers,  it  is  here  omitted.” 

William  Arthur  Bilderback,  agriculturist  and  proprietor  of  120  acres 
of  land  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  his  residence  being  in  section  22, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Maxville,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  24,  1894, 
son  of  William  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Stewart)  Bilderback.  The  father 
was  bom  in  Illinois  in  1859,  and  in  1865  was  brought  to  Wisconsin,  his 
family  settling  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Maxville,  Buffalo  county.  Later 
they  settled  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  where  they  now  reside, 
being  engaged  in  agricultural  work.  Mrs.  Margaret  Bilderback  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Maxville,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  William  Arthur  Bilder¬ 
back  attended  school  in  Gilmanton  township,  Buffalo  county,  and  the  high 
school  at  Mondovi  in  the  same  county.  He  was  brought  up  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  in  1914  became  proprietor  of  the  120  acre  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides,  carrying  on  general  farming.  In  the  spring  he  also  operates 
a  small  sawmill.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Jersey  breed  and  he  keeps  other  good 
stock,  raises  crops  for  which  he  finds  a  profitable  market,  and  is  enjoying 
a  comfortable  degree  of  prospertiy  ,with  excellent  prospects  for  the  future. 
In  politics  he  is  independent  and  he  attends  the  Methodist  church,  while 
his  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Beaver  lodge  at  Mondovi. 
On  Dec.  1,  1915,  Mr.  Bilderback  married  Vinnie  Mae  Perkins,  daughter  of 
James  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Brougham)  Perkins.  Her  father  was  bom  in  the 
town  of  Lima,  Pepin  county,  and  her  mother  in  Pennsylvania.  They  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  35  years  ago, 
or  about  1882,  and  are  still  living.  Mr.  Perkins  has  had  a  long  and  active 
career,  and  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  township,  having  served  on  the 
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town  board  and  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilderback 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ralph  Hilton  and  Rodney  Wendal. 

Freeman  Mikesell,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  residing  in  section  15,  was  born  in  Indiana,  May  6,  1888,  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Cripe)  Mikesell.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  In¬ 
diana,  the  father  born  Sept.  9,  1858,  the  mother  May  15,  1866.  Coming 
to  Wisconsin  in  1907,  they  settled  in  Buffalo  county,  where  John  Mikesell 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  farming.  Freeman  Mikesell  was  educated  in 
his  native  state  of  Indiana,  attending  rural  school.  He  was  given  a  good 
agricultural  training  and  until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years  worked  for 
neighboring  farmers  in  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties.  Since  1913  he  has  been 
farming  on  his  own  account,  owning  80  acres  of  land,  but  having  the  man¬ 
agement  of  240  acres,  which  he  operates  for  Henry  Murman,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Jersey  and  Guernsey  breeds,  and  he  keeps 
other  good  stock,  besides  raising  the  usual  crops.  He  is  doing  a  successful 
business  and  is  numbered  among  the  progressive  and  successful  men  of 
his  township.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Breth¬ 
ren  church.  Mr.  Mikesell  married  Cennie  Bilderback,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Maxville,  Buffalo  county,  May  3,  1886,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  Bilderback,  her  parents,  who  are  farming  people,  being  resi¬ 
dents  of  Buffalo  county,  where  Mrs.  Mikesell,  in  girlhood,  attended  school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mikesell  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Lawrence  and 
Velma,  aged  respectively  eight  and  five  years,  and  Marvin  Allen,  born 
Oct.  8,  1918. 

Frederick  A.  Stewart,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  farm  of  158 
acres  in  section  26,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  May  22,  1858,  son  of  Charles  and  Marian  (Sleeper)  Stewart.  The 
father,  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of.  Massachusetts,  and  his  wife 
of  Bristol,  N.  H.,  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Wisconsin,  being  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Durand,  as  he  located  here  in  1850.  He  was  a 
plasterer  and  bricklayer  by  trade,  but  here  became  a  land  owner  and 
farmer,  though  he  worked  at  his  trade  at  intervals  for  a  few  years.  He 
died  about  1892,  his  wife  passing  away  two  years  later.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children :  J.  Parker,  Ida,  Charles,  Fred  A.,  Frank  Edwin, 
Albert  and  Agnes.  Frederick  A.  Stewart,  in  his  boyhood,  attended  the 
school  at  Woods  Corner,  Durand  township.  When  17  years  of  age  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  V.  W.  Dorwin,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years. 
For  the  next  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  farm  work  during  the  sum¬ 
mers,  working  in  the  woods  in  winter.  Marrying  in  his  twenty-eighth 
year,  he  then  bought  land  near  his  present  location,  took  up  his  residence 
in  a  log  house  and  began  farming  for  himself.  There  he  remained  until 
he  had  accumulated  200  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  it  lying  in  Buf¬ 
falo  county.  About  the  year  1900  he  sold  that  property  and  came  to  his 
present  farm  of  158  acres,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming  with 
profitable  results.  He  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place,  which 
is  now  in  excellent  condition.  He  has  been  a  director  on  the  school  board 
for  a  number  of  years  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  Mr.  Stewart  was  married  April  12,  1888,  to 
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Jane  Elizabeth  Fox,  who  was  born  near  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Stringer)  Fox.  Her  father  was 
of  Irish  descent  and  her  mother  English,  the  former  coming  with  his 
parents  to  Buffalo  county  at  an  early  date.  He  grew  up  in  this  vicinity, 
attending  school  both  in  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties,,  and  later  took  up  the 
occupation  of  farming.  He  finally  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  where  his  death 
took  place  in  the  fall  of  1913.  His  wife  now  resides  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
Mrs.  Stewart  was  the  second  born  of  their  three  children.  She  attended 
school  in  Durand  and  also  rural  school  in  Pepin  county.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  are  as  follows :  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Clem  Catt,  a  farmer 
of  Dunn  county ;  Frederick  John,  who  is  single,  and  is  in  the  United  States 
service;  Eula  May,  wife  of  Marshall  De  Marce,  residing  near  Arkansaw, 
Pepin  county ;  Esther  Fern,  Margaret  and  Jeanette,  living  with  their  par¬ 
ents,  and  Erwin  Charles,  who  is  now  deceased.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  L.  Fox  were:  John,  now  living  in  Minnesota;  Ellen,  now  Mrs. 
Marcellus  Dorwin,  of  Durand  township,  and  Jane  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Stewart,  of  Durand  township. 

Bernhardt  Tanz,  a  general  farmer,  residing  in  section  23,  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  is  one  of  the  successful  and  prosperous  citizens 
of  his  township,  his  farm  of  360  acres,  with  modern  equipment,  being  a 
valuable  piece  of  property.  He  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Sept.  11, 
1852,  son  of  Caspar  and  Elizabeth  (Bitner)  Tanz,  both  natives  of  that 
German  state.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1872  and,  locating  in  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin,  resided  in  German  Valley  one  summer,  and  then  came 
to  the  farm  now  owned  and  operated  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Here 
they  took  up  their  abode  in  a  small  log  dwelling  measuring  12  by  16  feet, 
and  Caspar  Tanz,  undaunted  by  the  heavy  labor  before  him,  started  in  to 
improve  the  land.  This  work  he  continued  for  eight  years  or  more  and 
then  relinquished  it,  his  son  taking  the  farm,  and  he  being  called  away  by 
death  in  1888.  He  was  already  a  widower,  having  lost  his  wife  in  1886. 
Neither  were  able  to  speak  the  English  language,  as  they  mingled  little 
with  the  English-speaking  population.  Bernhardt  Tanz  was  the  fifth  born 
of  his  parents’  seven  children.  He  was  educated  in  Germany  and  never 
attended  an  English  school.  Working  for  his  father  until  1880,  he  then 
bought  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  has  resided  since  youth  and  which,  as 
above  stated,  contains  360  acres  of  land.  He  has  put  in  a  number  of 
valuable  improvements  in  the  shape  of  modern  buildings  and  machinery 
and  his  reputation  as  a  successful  general  farmer  stands  high  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  addition  to  the  money  he  has  invested  in  his  farm,  he  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  creamery  and  in  the  elevator  at  Mondovi.  Mr.  Tanz’s 
marriage  occurred  June  21,  1880,  to  Anna  Ronneberger,  who,  like  himself, 
was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  her  parents  being  Gottfried  and  Henrietta 
(Klopfiel)  Ronneberger.  Coming  to  America  in  1869,  they  located  in  Albany 
township,  this  county,  where  Mr.  Ronneberger  died  at  the  venerable  age 
of  95  years,  in  the  fall  of  1916.  His  wife  was  almost  his  equal  in  longevity, 
as  she  had  passed  away  only  two  years  before  at  the  age  of  90.  Such  a 
long  lease  of  life  proves  that  both  had  come  of  healthy  stock  and  nad  lived 
careful  and  regular  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tanz  have  had  a  family  of  nine 
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children,  the  first  born  of  whom  died  young.  The  others  are:  Frank,  a 
farmer  in  Eau  Claire  county,  Wisconsin;  Minnie  and  William,  residing  on 
the  home  farm;  Edward,  who  is  a  buttermaker,  residing  in  Washington: 
Oscar,  living  at  home;  Ida,  a  teacher,  also  at  home;  Hilda,  wite  of  Glen 
Hardy,  a  farmer  near  Mondovi,  and  Walter,  who  lives  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Rev.  Peter  Trierweiler,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  church, 
at  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  was  born  at  Lauterborn-Echternach, 
in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  Feb.  17,  1873,  son  of  Franz  and  Mary 
(Brucher)  Trierweiler,  his  father  being  a  forester  by  occupation.  The 
eldest  in  a  family  of  five  children,  he  attended  college  for  four  years  in  his 
home  town  of  Echternach,  and  was  afterward  a  student  for  three  years 
in  the  Atheneum  of  Luxemburg.  His  theological  studies  were  pursued  in 
the  diocesan  seminary  and  theological  academy  at  Luxemburg.  At  that 
place  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  Aug.  10,  1896,  by  Bishop  John  J. 
Koppes,  of  Luxemburg,  and  became  assistant  pastor  in  the  parish  of 
Munshausen,  with  residence  at  Bockholz,  county  of  Clerveaux,  Luxem¬ 
burg.  In  1901  he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York,  December  17, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s  parish  at  Rozell- 
ville,  Marathon  county,  Wisconsin.  There  he  remained,  faithfully  per¬ 
forming  his  pastoral  duties  until  July  7,  1909,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  his  present  charge  at  Durand.  Here  he  has  performed  a  good  work  in 
the  care  of  his  flock  over  whose  moral  and  spiritual  interests  he  keeps 
careful  guard,  and  has  won,  not  only,  their  confidence  and  esteem,  but  the 
respect  of  the  general  community,  including  people  of  other  religious  faith. 

Frank  J.  Yautrot,  who  is  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  in  Durand, 
under  the  style  of  Durand  Auto  Co.,  being  associated  with  his  brotner, 
Alphonse,  was  born  in  Durand,  Wis.,  July  25,  1879,  son  of  Alphonse  and 
Anna  (Hillie)  Vautrot.  In  his  youth  he  attended  the  Durapd  high  school 
and  subsequently  spent  two  years  at  Wisconsin  University,  at  Madison, 
in  the  department  of  mechanical  engineering.  In  1889  he  returned  home  on 
account  of  his  father’s  failing  health  and  went  into  the  hardware  store  which 
his  father  was  conducting,  to  manage  the  business  in  association  with  his 
brother,  Alphonse,  Jr.  A  furniture  department  was  added,  but  later  both 
it  and  the  hardware  business  were  dropped,  the  two  brothers  engaging 
in  the  automobile  business  which  they  are  now  carrying  on.  They  have 
an  extensive  establishment,  handling  Ford  cars,  and  also  conducting  an 
auto-livery  line  in  connection  with  their  regular  branch  of  the  business. 
They  have  built  up  a  good  trade  and  have  taken  rank  among  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  Durand,  where  Frank  J.  owns  both  business  and 
residence  property.  The  latter  was  married  March  16,  1904,  to  Mildred 
E.  Culbertson,  who  was  born  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Henry 
Miller  and  Caroline  (Coffin)  Culbertson.  Her  mother  came  to  Wisconsin 
from  Ohio  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Vautrot’s  father,  in  1862.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  manager  of  the  Phoenix  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  At  one  time,  while  residing  in  Eau 
Claire,  he  was  engaged  in  wagon-making  and  kindred  lines  of  industry. 
He  was  a  man  of  inventive  ability  and  patented  the  first  dump-cart  to  be 
used  in  this  section  of  Wisconsin.  Later  he  went  to  California  and  engaged 
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in  fruit  farming,  where  his  death  occurred  in  May,  1888.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  as  captain  in  the  Vol.  Co.  G.,  16th  regimen* 
His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years,  passing  away  in  Durand,  Aug.  1,  190'i 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Vautrot  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Ruth 
Eleanor  and  Mildred  Caroline,  both  of  whom  are  residing  at  home.  Mr. 
Vautrot  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  has  passed  through  the 
chairs  both  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter. 

Alphonse  Vautrot,  formerly  a  well  known  business  man  of  Durand, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lorraine,  France,  June  27,  1827.  In  company 
with  his  father’s  family,  he  came  when  a  boy  to  America,  residing  some 
years  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  afterwards  went  as  a  young 
man  to  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  for  a  time  he  worked  for 
others.  From  that  place  he  came  to  Durand,  Wis.,  in  April,  1862,  and  here 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  for  three  years,  in  association  with  his 
brother,  Phillip.  Later  they  added  a  stock  of  hardware  and  as  Vautrot 
Bros,  built  up  a  fine  business.  In  the  great  fire  of  1881,  they,  with  most 
of  the  other  business  men  of  the  place,  were  burned  out.  The  following 
year  they  built  the  fine  block,  now  occupied  by  Vautrot  Brothers  of  the 
Durand  Auto  Company.  About  1891  Phillip  Vautrot  retired  on  account 
of  ill  health  and  was  succeeded  by  A.  Vautrot,  Jr.,  son  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  then  changed  to  Vautrot  &  Son. 
The  jewelry  business  had  been  discontinued  previous  to  this,  the  firm 
dealing  only  in  hardware.  About  1901  Vautrot  &  Son  added  a  stock  of 
furniture,  and  a  successful  business  was  carried  on,  which,  owing  to  the 
impaired  health  of  the  father,  fell  more  and  more  into  the  hands  of  his 
son,  Alphonse  Vautrot,  Jr.,  and  the  latter’s  brother,  Frank  J.  On  April  18, 
1906,  the  life  of  Alphonse  Vautrot,  Sr.,  came  to  an  end,  after  months  of 
suffering,  during  which  trying  period  he  had  been  tenderly  cared  for  by 
members  of  his  family.  His  death,  though  expected,  caused  much  sor¬ 
row  in  the  community,  of  which  he  was  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  A 
Republican  in  politics  in  the  days  of  strong  party  feeling,  he  had  served 
a  number  of  times  in  responsible  public  offices.  In  1866  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  the  county  and  made  a  very  capable  officer.  He  was  chosen  first 
mayor  of  Durand  on  the  incorporation  of  the  city  and  in  that  office  also 
showed  ability  and  trustworthiness.  A  master  Mason,  having  joined  the 
order  in  Ohio,  he  assisted  in  instituting  the  Masonic  lodge  in  Durand.  He 
was  also  a  charter  member  of  Durand  lodge,  No.  157,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  took 
a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare.  Mr.  Vautrot’s  funeral  was  conducted  under 
Masonic  auspices,  his  Odd  Fellow  brethren  also  taking  part  in  the  services 
as  a  lodge.  Alphonse  Vautrot,  Sr.,  was  married  in  Durand,  Sept.  22,  1867, 
to  Annie  Hillie,  a  native  of  Germany.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Alphonse,  Jr.,  Frank  J.,  Mamie,  and  another  daughter,  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  two  sons,  Alphonse  and  Frank,  continued  the  hardware  and 
furniture  business  after  their  father’s  death,  but  later  dropped  the  furni¬ 
ture  branch  substituting  an  automobile  business  instead.  Finally  they  also 
gave  up  the  hardware  line  and  how  confine  themselves  entirely  to  the  auto 
business.  Mrs.  Vautrot,  their  mother,  died  in  1889.  It  is  worthy  of  addi¬ 
tional  mention  that  Alphonse  Vautrot,  Sr.,  was  the  first  master  Mason  in 
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Durand  and  was  also  the  first  to  hold  the  office  of  noble  grand  in  the  Odd 
Fellows’  lodge. 

Hiram  Eldridge  Stanton,  whose  death  at  Durand,  at  the  age  of  78 
years,  on  Feb.  22,  1915,  caused  wide-spread  sorrow  throughout  this  part 
of  Pepin  county,  was  bom  at  the  historic  locality  of  Crown  Point,  in  Essex 
county,  New  York,  Nov.  23,  1837.  His  parents  were  James  and  Priscilla 
.  Stanton,  the  mother,  whose  family  name  is  not  now  remembered,  being  a 
native  of  Montpelier,  Vt.  She  died  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  James,  who  had  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county  for  a  number  of 
years,  finding  home  ties  loosened,  turned  his  face  westward  and  at  an  early 
day  arrived  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  became  a  land  owner 
and  with  his  sons’  assistance  operated  a  large  farm.  The  latter  years  of 
his  life  he  spent  in  retirement  two  miles  from  Durand.  Hiram  Eldridge 
Stanton  was  the  youngest  member  of  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  and  before  he  was  18  years  old  came 
west  to  his  father’s  farm,  in  Pepin  county,  with  a  race  horse.  After  arriv¬ 
ing  here,  however,  he  took  up  river  work,  becoming  mate  of  the  Ida  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  later  an  officer  on  the  Monitor,  and,  after  he  had  thoroughly 
learned  the  river,  a  regular  pilot,  being  thus  occupied  until  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  railroads  caused  steamboat  transportation  to  become  unprofitable. 
Some  time  before  this,  however,  he  had  bought  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
by  means  of  hired  help,  never  residing  on  it.  He  made  his  home  in  Durand, 
where  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  First  National  Bank,  took  part  in 
various  other  local  enterprises,  and  in  time  became  the  owner  of  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Stanton  was  a  natural  musician,  playing 
with  taste  upon  several  instruments,  of  which  he  gave  preference  to  the 
violin.  In  addition  to  being  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Durand,  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  and  in  other  local  offices.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
Stanton  was  married  Jan.  1,  1872,  to  Amelia  H.  Cutter,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  daughter  of  Charles  and  Harriet  (Locke)  Cutter.  Her 
parents  were  both  born  in  Massachusetts,  her  father  being  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  After  residing  in  New  York  State  for  a  number  of  years,  they 
came  west  in  1850  to  Wisconsin,  locating  near  Emerald  Grove,  Rock  county, 
where  Mr.  Cutter  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation 
he  carried  on  quite  extensively.  There  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last 
years,  the  latter  dying  first,  in  1884,  and  his  death  occurring  in  1886. 
Though  not  ambitious  of  public  distinction,  he  sometimes  yielded  to  the 
requests  of  his  friends  and  neighbors  and  accepted  local  office,  in  which  he 
always  served  efficiently.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Amelia  H.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  She  acquired  a 
good  education,  after  leaving  the  district  school  becoming  a  pupil  at  Allen 
Grove  Seminary,  at  Allen  Grove,  Wis.,  and  subsequently  at  Milton 
College  and  the  famous  Smith  College  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  Her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Stanton  took  place  at  Emerald  Grove.  Mrs.  Stanton  is  the  owner  of 
a  farm  of  168  acres  on  the  Eau  Claire  road,  two  miles  from  Durand,  and 
also  of  eight  lots  in  Durand,  on  which  her  residence  stands.  She  is  a  lover 
of  good  horses,  of  which  she  has  an  expert  knowledge,  and  until  recently 
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owned  and  drove  some  of  the  best  driving  horses  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
One  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  was  the  mare,  Virginia  Dare,  having  a 
record  of  2:08,  which  came  to  an  untimely  end  by  being  burned  in  Mrs. 
Stanton’s  barn  shortly  after  Mr.  Stanton’s  death. 

George  Tarrant,  Sr.,  in  former  years  one  of  the  most  active  business 
men  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Durand,  and  well  known  and  respected 
throughout  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Wool  Hampden,  England,  Feb.  11, 
1838.  He  was  a  lad  of  12  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  they  settling  in  Janesville,  Wis.  There  his  father  died  in  the  year 
of  their  arrival  and  George  was  obliged  to  begin  industrial  life  at  an  early 
age,  working  at  different  occupations  in  Janesville  and  the  vicinity  for  a 
number  of  years,  always  in  the  employ  of  others.  Anxious  to  become  his 
own  master,  however,  he  at  last  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  in  1862  established  in  Durand,  Wis.,  the  general  mercan¬ 
tile  business  now  carried  on  under  the  name  of  George  Tarrant  &  Sons 
Company.  This  concern  was  one  of  the  first  business  houses  established  in 
Durand  and  is  the  one  that  has  had  the  longest  continuous  existence.  It 
was  operated  by  Mr.  Tarrant,  who  remained  its  head  practically  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Tarrant  also  established  the  first  creamery  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  he  being  its  sole  proprietor,  and  operating  it  for  a 
number  of  years.  ‘  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank  of  Durand, 
established  in  1884,  and  its  president  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having  served 
in  that  position  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Agricultural  Society  also 
profited  by  his  activity  and  business  ability,  as  he  gave  a  part  of  his  time 
to  furthering  its  interests,  and  in  many  other  things  he  made  his  influence 
felt  to  the  advantage  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  own  per¬ 
sonal  interests  were  large  and  he  was  an  extensive  land  holder  in  the 
county.  It  was  natural  that  a  man  who  took  so  large  a  part  in  the  material 
advancement  of  the  community  should  participate  to  a  more  or  less  extent 
in  politics,  and  at  different  times  Mr.  Tarrant  held  practically  all  the  town 
offices.  He  was  one  of  the  early  mayors  of  Durand  and  in  1881  and  1882 
served  in  the  State  Assembly.  His  only  fraternal  society  connection  was 
with  the  Masons,  he  belonged  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  in  each -of 
which  he  had  passed  three  chairs,  and  to  the  Commandery  at  Eau  Claire. 
He  attended  the  Congregational  church,  although  not  a  member  of  it.  Mr. 
Tarrant’s  death  took  place  July  28,  1904,  and  was  an  event  that  cast  a 
cloud  of  sorrow  over  the  entire  community  of  which  he  had  been  for  so 
many  years  a  leading  member.  October  4,  1860,  he  had  married  Clara 
Runey,  who  was  bom  in  Indiana  in  July,  1839,  and  who  had  accompanied 
her  parents  to  Rutland  township,  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  when  a  child 
of  six  years.  There  she  had  passed  her  youth  and  acquired  her  education, 
attending  the  local  schools.  Mrs.  Clara  (Runey)  Tarrant  died  Oct.  12, 1910. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Burr  R.  and  Shirley  B.f  who 
•reside  in  Durand;  George,  Jr.,  now  vice  president  of  the  Bank  of  Durand, 
and  a  prominent  business  man  of  that  city;  Warren  D.,  formerly  circuit 
judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  District  in  Milwaukee  county,  who  died  May 
14,  1912 ;  Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  13  years ;  Mary,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  about  four  years. 
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George  Tarrant,  vice  president  of  the  Bank  of  Durand,  and  a  prom¬ 
inent  business  man  of  that  city,  was  born  in  Durand,  June  12,  1865,  son  of 
George,  Sr.,  and  Clara  (Runey)  Tarrant.  He  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  which  he  attended  until  about  15  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of 
16  entered  his  father’s  store  as  a  clerk.  A  few  years  later  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  business,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  then  changed  to  George 
Tarrant  &  Son.  In  1912  the  concern  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
George  Tarrant  &  Sons  Company,  and  as  such  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
business  houses  in  Durand,  as  it  is  the  oldest  with  respect  to  continuous 
existence,  having  been  established  in  1862  as  a  general  mercantile  business 
by  George  Tarrant,  Sr.  The  present  George  Tarrant  was  active  in  it  for 
29  years  and  is  still  a  stockholder,  having  resigned  his  active  connection 
with  it  in  1911  in  order  to  become  an  official  of  the  Bank  of  Durand.  To 
the  duties  of  the  latter  position  he  now  devotes  his  entire  time.  Following 
in  his  father’s  footsteps,  he  has  from  time  to  time  identified  himself  with 
various  local  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Durand  Light 
&  Power  Company,  also  of  the  Telephone  Company,  but  had  disposed  of 
his  interests  in  both  these  concerns.  In  politics  a  Republican,  he  served 
as  mayor  of  Durand  in  1904,  and  has  also  served  several  terms  as  aider- 
man,  having  been  first  elected  to  that  position  in  1894.  In  the  Masonic 
order  he  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery,  being  pres¬ 
ent  treasurer  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  offices  but 
master.  In  the  Chapter  he  has  served  as  H.  P.  and  in  other  offices.  Mr. 
Tarrant  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  10,  1892,  to  Sarah  E.  Culbertson,  who 
was  bom  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Caroline  (Coffin) 
Culbertson.  Her  parents  were  of  eastern  origin,  comihg  from  Nantucket 
or  that  vicinity,  and  were  of  the  Quaker  faith.  They  came  to  Durand, 
Wis.,  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Tarrants.  Mr.  Culbertson  was  a  car¬ 
riage  and  wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  after  carrying  on  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  he  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  where  he  made  his  home  almost 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  California,  May  12,  1888. 
His  wife,  who  had  accompanied  him  to  that  distant  state,  subsequently 
returned  to  Wisconsin  and  took  up  her  residence  in  Durand,  where  she 
passed  away  Aug.  1,  1907.  Their  daughter,  Sarah  E.,  who  was  the  eldest 
of  their  three  children,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Eau  Claire.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tarrant  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children,  Mildred  S.,  Lydia, 
Catherine  and  Margaret,  of  whom  the  last  mentioned  died  at  the  age  of 
18  months.  Mildred  S.  was  graduated  from  the  Durand  schools,  later 
attended  Downer  College  at  Milwaukee,  for  one  year,  and  the  National 
Kindergarten  at  Chicago  for  an  equal  length  of  time,  and  was  graduateu 
from  Steven’s  Point  Normal  school.  She  then  took  a  three  months’  course 
in  the  Montessori  method  of  education  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  that 
method  in  New  York  City.  Lydia,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Durand 
schools  and  the  Stout  School  of  Domestic  Economy  and  the  Manual  Arts 
of  Menominie,  Wis.,  is  now  teaching  at  Phillips,  Wis.  Catherine  is  attend¬ 
ing  school  at  Steven’s  Point,  Wis. 

Thomas  Biles,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  settlers  of  Pepin  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  at  Mechanicstown,  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  May  9, 
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1828.  His  father,  Ninyon  Biles,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  his  mother, 
Maria  (Peckham)  Biles,  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Thomas  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Lee  county,  Iowa.  At  eighteen  he  left  home  and  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  worked  in  the  pineries.  In  1848  he  began  working  on  a 
farm  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  several 
years,  during  which  time  he  turned  up  with  his  plow  tools  and  bars  of 
metal  which  had  probably  been  used  by  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  who  op¬ 
erated  in  this  section  at  an  early  day ;  hence  the  name  of  this  stream,  Bogus 
Creek.  In  1862  Mr.  Biles  removed  to  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  and  thence, 
in  1867,  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa.  In  1871  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  on  a  homestead  on  Porcupine  Creek,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin 
county.  The  valley  was  then  so  overgrown  with  shrubbery  that  he  was 
obliged  to  follow  a  deer  path  on  his  hands  and  knees  for  some  distance. 
In  time  he  developed  a  well  improved  farm  of  160  acres,  where  he  gave 
his  time  to  grain  and  stock  raising,  taking  little  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  died  April  10,  1911,  aged  82  years,  11  months  and  one  day. 
Mr.  Biles  was  married  Nov.  11,  1857,  to  Olivia  Sproul,  who  was  born  Aug. 
13,  1833,  and  died  Feb.  26, 1915,  having  survived  him  less  than  four  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  11  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  the 
complete  record  being  as  follows :  Sarah  J.,  bom  Sept.  22,  1858,  who  mar¬ 
ried  L.  J.  Kinney;  George  R.,  bora  April  6,  1860,  who  is  a  merchant  at 
Porcupine,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin;  Margaret,  bom  April  29,  1862,  who 
married  J.  F.  Warren,  of  Montana;  Mary  Ann,  born  April  8,  1864,  who 
died  March  20,  1865;  Walter,  born  April  28,  1865,  who  is  a  merchant  at 
Durand;  John  T.,  born  Feb.  17,  1867,  who  died  March  14,  1867;  Homer, 
bom  March  7,  1868,  who  died  Aug.  30,  1»68 ;  Albert,  bom  April  10,  1870, 
who  died  Oct.  7,  1870;  Alfred,  born  Dec.  23,  1871,  who  is  a  prosperous 
general  farmer  in  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county;  Francis,  bom  Dec. 
7,  1876,  who  resides  in  Durand,  and  Lottie,  bom  Sept.  20, 1879,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw,  of  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county. 

Alfred  Biles,  who  is  at  the  present  time  holding  the  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  of  county  treasurer  of  Pepin  county,  has  also  served  in  other  impor¬ 
tant  offices,  and  is  also  proprietor  of  an  excellent  farm  of  280  acres  in 
Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county.  He  was  born  in  this  township,  Dec. 
23, 1871,  son  of  Thomas  and  Olivia  (Sproul)  Biles,  his  parents  being  pioneer 
settlers  in  this  locality.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  school  in  this  town¬ 
ship  and  was  trained  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm.  At  the 
age  of  23  years  he  began  farming  for  himself,  buying  40  acres  in  section  8, 
and  since  then  he  has  added  to  his  landed  property  until  he  now  owns  280 
acres  of  fertile  land,  his  place  being  well  equipped  with  large  and  substan¬ 
tial  buildings  and  up-to-date  machinery.  As  a  general  farmer  Mr.  Biles 
is  meeting  with  great  success  and  reaping  good  financial  returns  on  his 
investment.  His  principal  stock  consists  of  Durham  cattle,  Poland-China 
hogs  and  Oxford  sheep,  while  both  for  his  stock  and  crops  he  finds  a  quick 
and  profitable  market.  As  a  good  citizen,  interested  in  local  enterprises, 
he  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  he  has  for  a  number  of  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
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affairs  of  local  government.  His  public  service  includes  several  years  on 
the  town  board  of  Frankfort  township,  four  years  as  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  his  present  incumbency  of  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  November,  1916.  As  a  public  official  Mr.  Biles  has  proved 
his  efficiency  and  trustworthiness,  giving  to  his  public  duties  that  close 
attention  and  conscientious  effort  that  have  proved  potent  factors  in  his 
successful  career  as  an  agriculturist,  and  has  won  the  approval  and  com¬ 
mendation  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Biles  was  married  April  5,  1904,  to 
Mary  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Frankfort  township,  Feb.  8,  1874,  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Carrie  (Anderson)  Olson.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Sweden.  The  father,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1916.  The  mother,  born  in 
1837,  died  in  1915,  their  lives  being  thus  almost  of  equal  length.  Mrs. 
Biles  acquired  her  elementary  education  in  Frankfort  township,  and  later 
attended  the  River  Falls  Normal  School,  from  which  she  was  graduated 
in  1900.  She  subsequently  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  Dunn, 
Pierce  and  Pepin  counties,  after  which  she  served  four  years  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  for  Pepin  county,  making  a  very  creditable  record  for 
efficiency.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biles  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Sherman,  who 
was  born  Dec.  25,  1904.  They  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live.  Mr.  Biles  is  fraternally  affiliated  with  the 
camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  at  Frankfort  and  his  wife  with  the  lodge  of 
Royal  Neighbors. 

Fred  Hacker,  who  for  many  years  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming 
in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  his  farm  of  120  acres  lying  in  section 
25,  was  bom  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Aug.  10,  1856.  His  father’s  name  was 
also  Fred  and  both  parents  were  natives  of  Prussia.  They  had  one  other 
child  besides  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  after  the  mother  died,  which 
event  occurred  when  Fred,  Jr.,  was  three  years  old,  her  husband  contracted 
a  second  marriage,  of  which  four  children  were  born.  In  1861  Fred  Hacker, 
Sr.,  came  to  America,  locating  in  Chicago,  which  city  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death  in  1913,  during  that  period  witnessing  many  wonderful 
changes,  including  the  military  and  patriotic  excitement  in  the  Civil  War 
period,  the  Great  Fire  of  1871,  and  the  vast  expansion  of  the  city  to  its 
present  dimensions.  During  his  active  period  he  worked  at  the  cabinet¬ 
maker’s  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  Germany,  but  retired  at  the  age 
of  76,  some  ten  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  to  which  he  belonged  and  was  an  active  church  worker. 
In  his  youth  he  has  served  in  the  German  army.  Fred  Hacker,  Jr.,  was 
educated  in  a  parochial  school  in  Chicago,  and  resided  in  that  city  until 
he  was  21  years  old.  Then  removing  to  Wisconsin,  he  engaged  in  lumber¬ 
ing,  working  in  the  woods  for  13  years  in  one  place  or  another.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  took  up  his  present  farm  of  120  acres,,  which  he  had 
bought  in  1883  for  $200,  and  here  he  led  a  bachelor’s  life 'until  his  marriage, 
his  first  dwelling  being  a  small  shanty.  Since  then  he  has  greatly  improved 
the  land  and  now  has  a  very  good  farm,  which  he  is  operating  profitably, 
and  is  increasing  in  prosperity  from  year  to  year.  Following  in  his 
father’s  footsteps,  he  has  retained  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church, 
which  he  helps  to  support.  He  has  served  as  school  director  three  years 
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and  in  politics  is  independent.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hacker  took  place 
May  4,  1899,  his  bride  being  Laura  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Modena, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  March  22,  1873,  daughter  of  James  and  Emily 
(Searles)  Robinson.  Her  people,  who  came  from  Illinois,  were  pioneers 
in  Buffalo  county,  Mr.  Robinson  being  a  farmer.  He  is  now  residing  with 
his  son,  Henry.  Mrs.  Robinson  died  when  her  daughter  Laura  was  a 
child  of  six  years,  and  the  latter  was  educated  in  Buffalo  county,  attending 
district  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hacker  have  four  children:  Henry,  Minnie, 
Emily  and  Frederick,  Jr.,  all  residing  at  home. 

Andrew  Rohrscheib,  an  early  settler  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county, 
now  deceased,  was  born  in  Eppelheim,  Baden,  Germany,  Feb.  23,  1852.  His 
parents  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  but  he  attended  common  school  in 
Germany  until  14  years  of  age,  then  entered  a  drawing  school  there,  and 
also  learned  the  mason’s  trade.  His  only  other  schooling  was  comprised 
within  a  few  weeks’  attendance  after  coming  to  this  country.  It  was  on 
Oct.  18,  1869,  that  he  said  good-bye  to  his  native  land  and  on  November 
11  he  was  among  the  immigrants  who  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York 
City.  With  the  whole  North  American  continent  before  him,  he  made 
choice  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  as  the  scene  of  his 
future  activities  and  lost  no  time  in  reaching  it.  Here  he  homesteaded  four 
forties  of  land  and  purchased  three  forties,  which  gave  him  a  farm  of  280 
acres,  which  he  afterwards  developed  and  improved  into  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  also  erecting  good  buildings.  For  a  number  of  years,  nowever, 
he  continued  to  work  at  intervals  at  the  trades  of  mason  and  plasterer.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  first  stockholders  in  the  Mondovi  Creamery.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican,  and  as  he  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  character,  he 
naturally  became  more  or  less  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  foqr  years 
as  chairman  of  the  township  board,  as  town  clerk,  as  constable,  and  as 
clerk  of  the  committee  on  state  affairs — an  appointment  that  he  received 
in  1889.  His  death,  which  took  place  March  4,  1911,  deprived  Albany  town¬ 
ship  of  one  of  its  most  useful  and  respected  citizens,  and  his  loss  was  deeply 
deplored.  The  Lutheran  church  in  the  vicinity  also  lost  one  of  its  leading 
and  most  consistent  members,  and  the  M.  W.  A.  camp  an  active  worker. 
Mr.  Rohrscheib  was  married  in  1873  to  Christina  Machmeier,  who  was  born 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  April  2, 1853,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Breiter) 
Machmeier.  She  was  the  eldest  of  her  parents’  seven  children  and  attended 
district  school  in  Albany  township.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rohrscheib,  as  follows:  George,  April  26,  1874,  who  married  Anna 
Sharf,  and  now  resides  in  the  state  of  Washington,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  lumbering;  Elizabeth,  born  July  13, 1875,  who  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Madia 
and  resides  in  Chicago ;  Frank,  born  Sept.  17,  1877,  who  died  Nov.  14,  1882 ; 
Otto,  born  July  23,  1881,  now  a  resident  of  Durand;  Lena,  born  Nov.  21, 
1883,  wife  of  William  Yochom,  a  machinist  in  the  paper  mill  at  Eau  Claire ; 
Walter,  born  June  24,  1885,  who  is  engaged  in  the  garage  and  automobile 
business  at  Mondovi ;  Franz,  born  Oct.  12,  1888,  and  Curtis,  July  30,  1890, 
who  are  residing  at  home  and  operating  the  farm ;  Ella,  born  May  7,  1892, 
a  school  teacher,  living  at  home,  and  Emma,  born  July  26,  1892,  who  is  a 
trained  nurse  and  resides  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  With  the  assistance  of  her 
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sons  Mrs.  Rohrscheib  has  operated  the  farm  since  her  husband’s  death. 
She  is  a  lady  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed,  and  the  family,  including 
all  the  children  have  a  high  standing  in  the  community. 

Alexander  Roller,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  farm  of  143 1/2 
acres,  most  of  which  lies  in  the  township  of  Durand,  and  the  20  in  Canton 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Widefield,  Austria,  Feb.  17,  1859, 
son  of  Matthias  and  Carolina  (Laedold)  Roller,  the  parents  being  natives 
of  the  same  place.  The  father  died  in  Austria,  being  accidentally  killed 
while  felling  a  tree.  The  mother  came  to  America  with  the  rest  of  the 
family  in  1880,  settling  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
she  remained  some  years.  Later  she  went  to  California  to  live  with  her 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  and  died  at  Los  Angeles.  The  father  served  in  the 
regular  army  in  Austria.  Alexander  Roller  was  the  second  born  in  a 
family  of  three  children.  He  attended  school  in  Adelprintz,  Austria,  and 
was  16  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  He  worked  for  others  until  he 
came  to  this  country  in  1880,  and  after  arriving  here  obtained  employment 
on  the  river  for  the  Beef  Slough  Company,  and  occasionally  at  other  occu¬ 
pations.  When  he  first  came  here  he  could  not  speak  English,  but  soon 
picked  up  enough  of  the  language  to  make  himself  understood.  In  1881 
he  went  to  Castleton,  North  Dakota,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  was 
otherwise  employed,  from  June  to  September.  Then  returning  to  Pepin 
county  he  did  work  of  one  kind  or  another  in  Durand,  and  also  worked 
on  the  river  for  seven  years.  About  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  resided  three  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  his  present  location.  As  above  stated,  his  farm  consists 
of  143  Vi  acres,  of  which  125  acres  are  in  Durand  township,  where  his  resi¬ 
dence  is  located,  and  the  rest  in  Canton  township.  He  has  put  in  modern 
improvements  and  has  a  completely  equipped  and  profitable  farm  on  which 
he  raises  both  crops  and  stock.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Home 
Telephone  Company  and  is  quick  to  support  any  home  enterprise  that 
promises  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He  has  taken  part  in 
local  government  affairs,  having  served  12  years  as  township  treasurer,  in 
politics  being  independent.  A  Catholic  in  religion,  he  attends  the  church 
of  that  faith  in  Lima.  Mr.  Roller  was  married,  Jan.  20,  1885,  to  Walburga 
Spindler,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Weis- 
singer)  Spindler.  Her  parents,  also  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1869,  locating  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  the  father  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  He  died  March  21,  1916,  but  Mrs.  Mary  Spindler  is 
still  living  in  Lima  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roller  have  had  eight  children : 
Mary,  wife  of  John  Traun,  a  farmer  of  Durand  township,  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Wilfred  and  Raymond;  Frankie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Edward,  a  resident  of  Lima  township  and  a  farmer,  who  married  Theresa 
Bauer,  and  has  one  child,  Annabell;  Alexander,  who  is  proprietor  of  the 
Durand  Feed  Mill;  Emma,  wife  of  John  Prissel,  a  railroad  fireman,  and 
has  one  child,  Catherine,  and  Esther,  Frederick  and  Florence,  who  are 
residing  at  home. 

John  Fidi,  proprietor  of  the  old  Fidi  homestead  in  Section  32,  Albany 
township,  was  bom  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  Dec.  21,  1876,  son  of 
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Alois  and  Mary  (Nowalk)  Fidi.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Austria, 
where  they  were  married,  coming  to  the  United  States  about  1870,  and 
settling  at  once  on  this  farm,  which  was  then  nothing  but  wild  land,  with 
primitive  surroundings,  the  bears  being  among  their  nearest  and  most 
numerous  neighbors.  The  first  home  of  the  family  here  was  a  small  log 
house,  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  Alois  Fidi  worked 
a  part  of  his  time  for  others,  making  improvements  on  his  place  as  he  was 
able.  In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  a  flourishing  farm  of  160  acres,  and 
was  active  in  church  work  and  other  local  affairs.  He  is  still  living  and 
resides  with  his  son  John  on  the  old  homestead.  His  wife  died  about  1910. 
They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  namely :  Mary,  now  living  in  Mondovi ; 
Anna,  deceased ;  John,  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Agnes  and  Frank  (twins) ; 
Henry,  August  and  Ralph.  The  two  last  mentioned  are  now  in  the  United 
States  service.  John  Fidi  lived  at  home  until  he  was  23  years  old  and 
then  went  to  work  for  Frank  Gueldner,  and  afterwards  for  George  Howard, 
in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  eight  years.  He  was  then  with  Joe 
Brunner  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  the  old 
home,  of  which  he  took  charge,  and  where  he  is  now  carrying  on  general 
farming  successfully,  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  work  and  making 
modern  improvements  as  they  are  needed.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  in  politics  is  independent.  So  far  he  has  not  married. 

Alexander  Metcalf,  who  died  on  his  farm  in  section  28,  Waterville 
township,  May  26,  1917,  was  a  widely  known  and  esteemed  citizen,  whose 
loss  was  much  regretted.  He  was  born  at  Glen  Haven,  Grant  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  Dec.  23,  1858,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Curtis)  Metcalf.  The 
father  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  March  31,  1817,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Grant  county,  coming  from  Michigan, 
where  he  had  previously  settled,  and  he  died  in  Grant  county,  Sept.  14, 

1871.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  at  Lansing,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  31,  1826,  and 
after  his  death  removed  to  Pepin  county,  with  her  children,  in  the  fall  of 

1872,  settling  on  Maple  Ridge  in  Waterville  township,  where  she  lived  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  last  eight  years  of  her  life  were  spent  with  her 
son  and  daughter-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Metcalf.  Alexander 
Metcalf  was  the  sixth  born  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  attended 
school  in  Grant  county,  and  also  to  some  extent  in  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county.  After  his  father’s  death  he  resided  with  his  mother  until 
his  marriage  in  1884,  and  a  year  later  bought  the  farm  on  which  his  widow 
now  resides,  consisting  of  120  acres  of  valuable  land.  Here  he  carried  on 
general  farming  successfully,  having  a  well  improved  farm  over  which 
he  exercised  careful  supervision  until  shortly  before  his  death.  He  was  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company  and  other  local  enter¬ 
prises,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  the  Waterville  town¬ 
ship  board,  having  also  held  school  office  for  several  years.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican  and,  religiously,  a  member  of  the  church  of  the  Latter 
Day  Saints.  Mr.  Metcalf  was  married,  Nov.  26,  1884,  to  Dora  Rands,  who 
was  born  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Place)  Rands.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  England,  bom  May 
30,  1835,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  a  lad  of 
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five  years.  They  located  at  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  bought  land  and  engaged  in  improving  it.  Later  the  family 
moved  to  Canada,  where  the  parents  died.  John  Rands  subsequently  re¬ 
turned  to  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  this  county.  After  the  Civil  War  broke  out 
he  enlisted  and  went  to  the  front,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  as  a 
soldier.  While  home  on  a  furlough  the  war  came  to  an  end  and  he  resumed 
industrial  life.  In  1899  he  moved  to  Murry,  Rusk  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
later  to  Ladysmith,  that  county,  where  he  is  now  living  retired.  While  a 
resident  of  Waterville  township  he  held  school  office  for  a  number  of  years. 
Of  the  nine  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rands  the  daughter  Dora  (Mrs.  Met¬ 
calf)  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  She  attended  school  in  Big  Cooley, 
where  she  now  resides.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Metcalf  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children :  Alonzo,  a  farmer  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  who  married  Jessie  Catura  and  has  one  child,  Grace;  Owen,  who 
operated  the  home  farm  for  his  mother  until  1917,  when  he  bought  a  farm 
of  his  own,  which  he  is  now  operating,  and  who  married  Grace  Doughty ; 
Burr,  who  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  Mildred  and  Willis, 
residing  at  home.  Mrs.  Metcalf  is  a  member  and  president  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society,  taking  pleasure  in  all  useful  and  benevolent  work  and  highly 
thought  of  among  a  wide  acquaintance. 

David  B.  Gifford,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Canton 
township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1836,  and  was  a  lad  of 
18  years  when  he  came  to  America,  locating  at  Geneseo,  Wis.,  where  he 
found  employment  working  for  others.  He  was  married  in  Geneseo,  Wis., 
to  Sarah  Stringer,  who  was  born  in  England,  in  1842.  Coming  to  Bear 
Creek  Valley  before  the  Civil  War,  he  bought  land  and  began  pioneer 
farming.  The  war,  however,  interrupted  his  industrial  career,  as  he  en¬ 
listed  nine  months  before  its  close,  as  a  private  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment, 
and  served  until  the  surrender  of  Lee.  Coming  home  after  receiving  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  service,  he  resumed  work  on  his  farm.  The  tract 
on  which  he  had  settled  was  wild  land,  and  his  home  was  a  log  house,  while 
for  the  first  few  years  a  plain  log  barn  was  his  only  other  farm  building. 
In  time,  however,  other  and  better  buildings  made  their  appearance,  adapted 
to  all  the  purposes  of  modern  agriculture.  He  also  bought  more  land  from 
time  to  time  until  he  owned  420  acres  in  Buffalo  county,  and  a  farm  of  120 
acres  in  Dunn  county  near  Eau  Galle.  He  was  a  pioneer  breeder  of  Durham 
cattle  in  this  section  and  made  another  specialty  of  raising  Poland-China 
hogs,  meeting  with  good  success  in  both  branches  of  industry.  Among  his 
other  interests  were  those  as  a  stockholder  in  the  old  Bear  Creek  Creamery. 
Though  he  never  cared  particularly  for  public  office  he  consented  to  serve 
when  called  upon,  and  was  thus  a  member  of  the  township  board  for  a 
number  of  years  and  for  several  years  treasurer  of  his  school  district. 
As  a  farmer  his  knowledge  was  thorough  and  practical  and  he  made  his 
land  yield  good  returns.  His  death  occurred  in  1914.  His  wife  is  now 
living  with  her  son,  Wallace,  in  Buffalo  county.  They  had  a  family  of 
eight  children :  Mary,  William  H.,  Jennie,  David  A.,  John,  Edwin,  Charles 
and  Wallace  F.,  of  whom  Jennie  and  Edwin  are  deceased. 

David  A.  Gifford,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raiding 
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in  section  23,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Bear  Creek 
Valley,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Sept.  9,  1868,  son  of  David  B.  and  Sarah 
(Stringer)  Gifford,  he  being  the  fourth  born  of  their  eight  children.  He 
attended  school  in  his  home  district  and  resided  with  his  parents  until 
the  time  of  his  marriage  and  then  bought  land  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  where 
he  spent  four  years  in  developing  a  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came 
to  his  present  farm  in  Waterville  township,  containing  200  acres,  and  on 
which  he  has  erected  excellent  buildings,  his  place  being  fully  equipped  for 
general  farming  purposes  according  to  modern  methods.  One  of  the  more 
important  branches  of  his  business  is  the  breeding  of  Durham  cattle,  in 
which  he  is  meeting  with  good  success.  His  other  financial  interests  are 
those  of  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  creamery  and  the  Farmers’  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  at  Arkansaw.  While  not  politically  active  Mr.  Gifford  has 
held  various  township  offices.  While  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  he  reserves  the  right  to  vote  for  the  fittest  candidate. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  his  fraternal  society  affiliations 
being  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Gifford  was  married 
Nov.  28,  1894,  to  Dora  Herschlip,  who  was  born  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Gusta  (Steinke)  Herschlip.  He  and 
his  wife  have  three  children :  Elsie  Matilda,  wife  of  Ray  DeMarce,  a  farmer 
of  Waterville  township;  Wallace  Andrew,  who  is  assisting  his  father  in 
operating  the  home  farm,  and  Mildred  M.,  residing  at  home. 

Henry  Herschlip,  formerly  engaged  in  agricultural  operations  in  Bear 
Creek  Valley,  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Germany.  His 
mother  dying  when  he  was  very  young,  he,  while  still  a  lad,  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  working  at  the  age  of  about 
18  years  for  David  B.  Gifford.  He  later  bought  land  in  that  vicinity  and 
developed  a  farm,  which  he  afterwards  sold,  moving  to  North  Dakota, 
where  he  took  a  farm  in  McHenry  county,  northeast  of  Minot,  where  he 
is  still  living,  operating  half  a  section  of  land.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Gusta  Steinke,  was  also  born  in  Germany,  and  is  also  living. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  of  whom  the  second  born  was  Dora,  now  the 
wife  of  David  A.  Gifford,  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county. 

Frederick  William  Tappe,  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  270  acres  of  land 
in  section  14,  Durand  township,  was  born  in  Dayton  township,  Richland 
county,  Wisconsin,  March  18,  1876,  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Anna  (Fidler) 
Tappe.  Charles  H.  Tappe,  the  father,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany,  June 
25,  1845,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States  when  four 
years  of  age.  From  New  York,  where  they  landed,  they  went  on  to  Toledo, 
Cumberland  county,  Illinois,  and  thence  to  Galena,  that  state.  He  was 
about  18  years  old  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Richland  county,  and  there  he  remained  until  his  death,  April  15,  1917, 
when  in  his  seventy-second  year.  His  wife  Anna,  who  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
land  county,  Wisconsin,  April  14,  1866,  is  now  residing  there.  Frederick 
W.  Tappe,  the  direct  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest  of  his 
parents’  four  children.  He  attended  common  school  in  Richland  county 
and  also  a  German  Lutheran  parochial  school.  When  18  years  of  age  he 
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went  to  Illinois  and  worked  on  a  farm  for  one  year,  then  returning  home 
to  assist  his  father.  Later  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  meat  market  for  some  time,  after  which  he  spent  one  summer  in  the 
west  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  When  he  married  in  1907  he  went 
on  a  farm  in  Dover  township,  Buffalo  county,  but  remained  there  only  one 
year,  removing  to  Gilmanton  township,  the  same  county,  where  he  farmed 
for  six  years.  He  then  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county,  a  farm  of  270  acres,  situated  in  section  14,  three  miles  east 
of  Durand.  Here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming,  having 
a  well  improved  place.  He  belongs  to  the  fraternal  order  of  Redmen  and 
in  politics  is  a  Republican  with  independent  proclivities.  Mr.  Tappe  was 
married  April  9,  1907,  to  Lizzie  Zittel,  who  was  born  near  Alma,  Buffalo 
county,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Mary  (Dick)  Zittel.  He  and  his  wife  have 
eight  children,  whose  respective  names,  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Thiem,  Jan.  25,  190§ ;  Leona,  June  2,  1909 ;  Charles  Calvin,  Dec.  21,  1910 ; 
Roland  W.,  April  25,  1913 ;  Rosetta,  Nov.  2,  1914 ;  Cilda,  March  2,  1915,  and 
Yoma,  born  April  13,  1918. 

Anton  Zittel,  who  died  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Sept. 
8,  1909,  after  an  agricultural  career  of  many  years  in  that  county,  was 
born  in  Germany,  in  1845,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents  when  a  lad  of  four  years.  His  life  for  a  number  of  years  subse¬ 
quently  was  spent  partly  in  Ohio  and  partly  in  Indiana.  Then  continuing 
his  western  pilgrimage,  he  reached  Wisconsin  and  took  up  farm  work  in 
Buffalo  county.  In  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment 
and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war,  after  which  he  returned  home  and 
resumed  farming  in  the  locality  he  had  left  when  he  became  a  soldier. 
About  18 —  he  took  a  farm  near  Ahna,  Buffalo  county,  which  he  operated 
for  several  years,  and  removed  from  that  place  to  a  location  near  Gil¬ 
manton,  where  he  continued  farming,  and  where  his  death  occurred,  as 
already  recorded.  Mr.  Zittel  married  Mary  Dick,  who  was  born  in  Indiana, 
March  9,  1859,  and  who  is  now  in  Mondovi  Village.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zittel 
had  a  large  family  of  14  children,  one  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Lizzie,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Frederick  W.  Tappe,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county. 

Charles  C.  Van  Brunt,  an  early  settler  in  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties, 
who  passd  from  this  life  but  a  few  years  ago,  was  born  in  New  York, 
August,  1829.  In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  operating  tow  boats  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  but  also  spent  considerable  time  in  working  for  farmers.  From 
the  state  of  New  York  he  removed  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  then  traveled 
westward  until  he  reached  Illinois,  and  from  the  latter  state  came  in  1857 
to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  with  his  family  on  a  farm  in  Max- 
ville  township.  Two  years  later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Durand, 
where  for  several  years  he  worked  in  the  sawmill.  Then  returning  to  his 
farm,  he  operated  it  until  1887,  in  which  year  he  retired  from  active  work. 
The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Durand,  where  he  died  Feb.  19,  1911,  in 
his  eighty-second  year.  He  had  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Maxville  township,  serving  on  the  town  board  for  a  number  of  terms, 
and  always  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
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community.  His  wife  survived  him  only  a  few  months,  passing  away 
July  29, 1911.  They  had  a  family  of  three  children :  Charles  A.,  of  Durand ; 
Theodore,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  and  W.  E.,  of  Colfax,  Dunn 
county,  Wisconsin. 

Charles  A.  Van  Brunt,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Durand,  Pepin  county,  where  he  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
born  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  January  30,  1857,  the  eldest  child  of 
Charles  C.  and  Zillah  (Van  Gelder)  Van  Brunt.  His  parents  removing  to 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  of  his  birth,  he  subsequently  attended 
school  in  Maxville  township,  after  taking  a  two  years’  course  at  the  River 
Falls  (Wis.)  Normal  School.  Until  reaching  the  age  of  22  years  he  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm.  After  that  he  rented  and  operated  farms  in  summer 
and  taught  school  during  the  winter,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1885, 
when  he  bought  a  farm  in  Maxville  township,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  then  purchased  his  father’s  farm  in  that  township  and 
spent  the  next  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  operating  it,  meeting  with  good 
success  and  accumulating  a  fair  competency.  In  1914  he  gave  up  the  farm 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Durand,  where  he  has  since  lived  retired  from 
active  work.  Mr.  Van  Brunt  is  independent  in  politics.  While  residing 
in  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  he  was  a  member  of  the  town  board 
for  a  number  of  years  and  for  eighteen  years  served  on  the  school  board. 
He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  in  Durand  since  1915.  Fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  local  camp  of  Woodmen  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  Durand.  On  October  9, 1879,  Mr.  Van  Brunt  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Olive  Winget,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Phoebe  (Rouse)  Winget. 
Of  this  union  have  been  born  seven  children:  Edward  C.,  Zillah,  Annabell, 
Philip  S.,  Cyrus  W.,  Grace  Agnes  and  Dicky  B.  Edward  C.,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Durand,  married  Mattie  Brown,  and  they  have  one  child,  Victor.  Zillah 
is  the  wife  of  Harry  Moats,  a  farmer  of  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
and  has  two  children,  Ralph  and  Wallace.  Annabell  is  the  wife  of  Orin 
Larson  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  Colfax,  Dunn  county.  Philip  S.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Myrtle  Hallock,  is  a  farmer  in  Buffalo  county,  on  the  old  farm,  and 
has  two  children,  Glenn  and  Ross  Darell.  Cyrus  W.  married  Blanche  Fox 
and  resides  in  the  village  of  Durand,  and  they  have  one  child,  Fern  Fox. 
Grace  Agnes,  wife  of  Clinton  Waldren,  a  business  man  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  has  one  child,  Rodney  J.  Dicky  B.  was  killed  by  lightning  in  the 
barn  on  the  farm  when  six  years  old,  on  June  23,  1896.  In  1905,  just  nine 
years  later,  while  Mr.  Van  Brunt  and  his  son  were  sitting  down  to  milk, 
lightning  again  visited  them,  striking  the  stable  and  killing  three  cows  next 
to  the  one  that  the  son  was  milking,  which  was  knocked  down,  the  son 
being  dazed,  but  neither  he  nor  the  father  being  injured.  Since  coming 
to  Durand  Mr.  Van  Brunt  has  taken  a  close  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  the  community  and  is  a  citizen  of  high  standing.  His  duties 
as  justice  of  the  peace  give  him  sufficient  employment  and  still  allow  him 
time  for  reading  and  social  intercourse.  As  he  is  but  little  past  the  prime 
of  life  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  he  will  remain  a  useful  and 
respected  member  of  the  community  for  many  long  years  to  come. 

Levi  Winget,  father  of  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Van  Brunt,  was  a  native  of 
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Ohio,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Phoebe  Rouse  Winget.  They  were  among  the 
emigrants  to  California  after  the  discovery  of  gold  there  in  1849,  traveling 
overland,  and  remained  in  that  state  four  years.  Then  returning  east 
they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Minnesota  and  remained  there  until  1866,  when 
they  came  to  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  re¬ 
sided  for  twenty  years,  and  where  Mrs.  Winget  died  in  1874.  She  and 
her  husband  lived  in  happy  domestic  union  for  many  years,  having  been 
married  in  1849.  After  her  death  Mr.  Winget  located  on  a  farm  near 
Menominie,  Wis.,  where  he  died  December  6,  1915.  Their  daughter  Olive 
(Mrs.  Van  Brunt)  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Buffalo  county  and  in 
the  normal  school  at  River  Falls,  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  having  many  friends  of  high  standing  in  both  Pepin  and  Buffalo 
counties. 

Alonzo  Sanborn,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county, 
where  in  very  early  days  he  served  as  township  clerk,  and  who  has  long 
since  passed  away,  was  born  in  Montpelier  in  1832,  son  of  Jeremiah  San¬ 
born.  His  mother’s  name  is  not  now  remembered.  Neither  of  his  parents 
ever  came  west.  Alonzo  attended  school  in  his  native  state,  where  he 
resided  for  many  years.  Then,  in  1857,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  west, 
finally  arriving  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  engaged  in  business  in  Pepin  village,  in  partnership  with  H.  M.  Bul¬ 
lard.  After  that  he  moved  to  Dead  Lake,  where  he  became  an  extensive 
land  owner,  and  was  engaged  in  farming,  also  furnishing  wood  to  the 
steamboats,  having  previously  conducted  the  Dead  Lake  House  for  some 
years.  His  service  as  township  clerk  has  already  been  recorded.  He  was 
an  enterprising  and  prominent  citizen  in  his  day,  well  known  and  popular. 
He  was  not,  however,  destined  to  enjoy  long  life,  as  his  death  took  place 
on  March  24,  1870,  at  Dead  Lake,  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  Sanborn  was 
married  in  December,  1861,  to  Elizabeth  Eckler,  who  was  born  near  Brook- 
ville,  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  George  and  Amelia  (Car¬ 
rier)  Eckler.  Of  this  union  three  children  were  born:  Mary,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Horace  Frazer,  also  now  deceased ;  William, 
now  retired,  who  resides  with  his  mother;  and  Hannah,  deceased,  whose 
husband,  Carl  Morsback,  is  now  living  in  Durand.  Mrs.  Sanborn  moved 
to  Durand  in  1908,  and  has  recently  disposed  of  her  farm.  She  is  a  lady 
of  independent  means,  is  highly  esteemed,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  the  western  part  of  Pepin  county. 

George  Eckler,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Pepin,  Wis.,  in  1854,  was  bom  in 
Pennsylvania,  March  9, 1800.  He  came  to  this  place  from  Jefferson  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  had  married 
Amelia  Carrier,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  bom  May  5,  1801,  and 
they  already  had  a  family  of  children,  the  number  of  which  was  finally 
increased  to  ten.  Mr.  Eckler  became  an  extensive  land  owner  at  Pepin, 
where  he  resided  until  1858.  He  then  moved  to  Dead  Lake,  Frankfort 
township,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business. 
Later  he  operated  a  hotel  for  a  number  of  years  at  Durand,  but  retained 
his  residence  at  Dead  Lake,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1879.  His  wife 
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survived  him  ten  years,  dying  in  1889.  One  of  their  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Alonzo  Sanborn,  is  now  residing  in  Durand,  a  widow. 

John  J.  Morgan,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Durand,  Wis., 
where  he  has  long  been  engaged  in  medical  practice,  and  has  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  public  affairs,  was  born  at  Wethersfield,  Wyoming  county,  New 
York,  June  12,  1846,  son  of  Jeremiah  G.  and  Lovisa  (Buck)  Morgan.  The 
father,  born  in  Vermont  in  February,  1804,  was  a  farmer  and  carpenter  by 
occupation,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  men  who  served  in  the  Civil  War, 
being  58  when  he  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  130th  New  York  regiment.  He 
was  then  a  widower,  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York, 
in  1819,  having  died  in  1855.  Four  of  Jeremiah  Morgan’s  sons  also  enlisted, 
one  of  them,  Elias,  in  the  136th  regiment.  The  father  served  eighteen 
months  and  was  then  discharged  because  of  disability,  returning  to  Wyo¬ 
ming  county,  and  taking  up  his  residence  at  Hermitage,  on  a  small  tract  of 
land,  where  he  died  in  February,  1875.  John  J.  Morgan  was  the  youngest 
of  his  parents’  nine  children.  Losing  his  mother  when  he  was  seven  years 
of  age,  he  went  to  live  with  a  married  sister.  His  literary  education  was 
obtained  at  Pike’s  Seminary,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  school  in  his  native  county, 
and  in  another  school  at  Hermitage,  N.  Y.  In  order  to  pay  his  expenses 
through  school  he  worked  at  farming.  In  due  time  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1873.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  New  York  State,  and  also  taught  school  for  a  while,  in  order  to 
pay  his  debts.  Then,  on  February  15,  1875,  he  came  to  Durand,  Wis.,  and 
entered  into  medical  practice  here.  In  1880  he  was  elected  county  clerk  of 
Pepin  county,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  attended  to  without  giving  up 
his  practice  as  a  physician.  He  also  graduated  in  law,  but  made  little  or  no 
use  of  his  qualifications  in  that  direction.  In  1897  Dr.  Morgan  founded 
the  Durand  Drug  Company,  which  he  operated  alone  for  six  months,  then 
took  in  two  partners,  but  later  sold  out  his  interests  in  the  concern.  He 
has  held  various  public  offices.  As  a  Republican  he  was  elected  to  the 
Wisconsin  General  Assembly  in  1914.  He  was  mayor  of  Durand  three 
years,  from  1902  to  1905,  and  his  career  as  county  clerk  lasted  eight  years. 
Dr.  Morgan  was  married,  October  27,  1887,  to  Jane  Humphrey,  who  was 
born  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  her  true  family  name  being  Noyes.  Her 
parents  died  when  she  was  very  young  and  she  was  adopted  by  Dr.  Syl- 
vanus  Humphrey  of  Vermont.  She  removed  with  him  and  his  family  to 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  from  there  to  Sparta,  Wis.,  and  later,  about 
1871,  to  Durand,  Dr.  Humphrey  engaging  in  the  drug  business  here,  in 
which  he  continued  until  his  death  in  1878.  His  wife,  who  had  been  a 
mother  to  young  Jane  Noyes,  died  in  the  spring  of  1914.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Lucy  L.  and  Margaret.  Lucy  L. 
was  graduated  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  library  science,  which 
she  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  employ  of  the  Detroit  (Mich.)  Library 
Board,  being  now  in  her  fourth  year.  Margaret,  who  was  graduated  at 
Milwaukee  Downer  College,  taught  three  years  in  the  Durand  high  school. 
She  married  Paul  R.  Newcomb,  formerly  of  this  county,  who  is  now  a  prac¬ 
ticing  attorney  in  Milwaukee.  Dr.  Morgan  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
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lodge  at  Durand ;  also  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Dunn 
and  Pepin  Counties  Medical  Society. 

Samuel  A.  Morris,  who  died  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  May  25,  1914, 
had  been  a  resident  of  Pepin  and  Buffalo  counties  for  many  years,  and  was 
a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  He  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  England,  September  16,  1840,  son  of  Stephen  and  Anna  Morris. 
The  parents,  who  also  were  natives  of  England,  came  to  America  in  1849, 
locating  at  Lewiston,  on  the  Niagara  River,  in  Niagara  county,  New  York. 
There  he  and  his  wife  both  died  of  cholera,  which  they  contracted  on  board 
ship  coming  over.  Samuel  A.  Morris,  who  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  was  only  nine  years  old  when  he  lost  his  parents.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  and  at  other  places  in  the  same  county, 
but  had  to  begin  industrial  life  at  an  early  age,  working  for  the  family  who 
had  given  him  shelter  when  he  became  an  orphan.  When  the  Civil  War 
broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  49th  New  York  Volunteers  as  a  private  and 
served  subsequently  for  four  years,  having  the  good  fortune  to  return 
without  having  been  wounded.  He  then  returned  to  his  old  home,  where 
he  was  married,  and  in  1866  came  to  Pepin  county,  locating  in  Durand 
township.  There  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  moved  to 
Buffalo  county,  farming  in  Maxville  township,  that  county,  until  1911.  He 
then  retired  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Durand,  where,  as  above  recorded, 
his  death  occurred.  He  was  a  member  of  Grand  Army  post  here  and  was 
a  man  who  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  community  in 
which  he  had  made  his  home.  Mr.  Morris  was  married  in  Lewiston,  N.  Y., 
October  9, 1865,  to  Adelaide  Knapp,  who  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  New 
York,  March  22,  1847,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Kniscurran)  Knapp. 
Her  parents  came  to  Niagara  county  from  Green  county,  New  York,  the 
father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 
Their  daughter  Adelaide  was  educated  in  Niagara  county,  New  York.  She 
survives  her  husband  and  is  now  residing  in  Durand,  where  she  has  many 
warm  friends.  She  and  her  husband  had  three  children :  Gertrude,  George 
and  Carrie  V.  George  died  in  1893.  Carrie  V.  is  single  and  resides  with 
her  mother.  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Biggerstaff,  a  blacksmith,  and 
resides  in  Oregon.  She  has  two  children,  Thomas  and  Adelaide. 

Leopold  Wittig,  a  progressive  farmer  operating  320  acres  of  land  in 
section  28,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  November 
15, 1836,  son  of  Ferthen  and  Eva  (Bender)  Wittig.  The  father  was  a  silk 
weaver  by  trade  and  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  two 
years  old.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Eva  Wittig,  survived  him  until  1877,  when  she, 
too,  passed  away.  Neither  of  them  ever  came  to  America.  Their  son 
Leopold  was  the  second  born  of  three  children.  On  his  father’s  death  he 
went  to  reside  with  an  uncle,  and  when  twenty  years  old  entered  the  Aus¬ 
trian  army,  in  which  he  served  from  1857  to  1867.  He  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  an  officer  of  two  stars,  and  at  the  end  of  his  military  service  re¬ 
turned  home  for  a  residence  of  three  years.  In  1870  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Brunner,  who  was  born  in  Austria  in  1839,  daughter  of  Paul  and 
Josephine  (Weiss)  Brunner.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  came  to  this  country,  but  are  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Mary  Brunner 
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dying  in  Lima  township,  this  county.  In  1873  Mr.  Wittig  came  with  his 
wife  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  worked  one  summer  for  John  Brunner.  He  then  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  now  forms  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  on 
which  he  built  a  small  log  shack  and  log  stable,  starting  to  farm  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  three  cows.  Later  he  purchased  more  land,  gradually 
increasing  the  size  of  his  farm  to  its  present  acreage.  The  tract  is  com¬ 
posed  of  valuable  land  and  is  well  adapted  to  general  farming  which  Mr. 
Wittig  carries  on,  raising  feed  for  his  own  stock.  He  also  keeps  a  large 
apiary,  having  about  60  stands  of  bees.  His  house  was  built  in  1891  and 
the  barns  in  1899,  the  latter  being  of  thoroughly  modern  type  with  all 
convenient  accessories.  Mr.  Wittig  has  made  good  progress  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  his  place  and  is  doing  a  successful  business  as  a  farmer.  He 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  so  far  has  taken  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  sustained  a  heavy  bereavement  in  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  Christmas  Day,  1905.  They  had  had  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  a  brief  record:  Leo  is  a  farmer  in  Buffalo  county.  Tennie, 
who  married  John  Weisenbeck,  is  now  deceased.  John  is  a  farmer  in 
Lima  township.  Rosa  resides  in  Lima  township  with  her  brother  John. 
Thomas  is  a  farmer  in  Ross  county,  Wisconsin.  Rufus  spends  a  part  of 
his  time  on  the  home  farm.  Mary  married  John  Schober  and  lives  on  a 
farm  near  Elmwood,  Wis. 

John  Wittig,  who  owns  and  cultivates  a  good  farm  of  280  acres  in 
sections  34  and  35,  Lima  township,  was  born  in  Austria,  April  16,  1872, 
son  of  Leopold  and  Mary  (Brunner)  Wittig.  His  parents  were  married  in 
Austria  in  1870  and  came  to  the  United  States  three  years  later,  the  father, 
after  working  out  one  summer,  buying  land  in  section  28,  where  he  now 
has  a  farm  of  320  acres.  John  Wittig  attended  the  Howard  school  in  Lima 
township  and  was  subsequently  associated  with  his  father  in  agricultural 
work  until  about  ten  years  ago,  when  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives.  Here  he  is  profitably  engaged  in  general  farming,  including  stock 
raising  and  dairying.  As  a  progressive  citizen,  with  a  good  eye  to  busi¬ 
ness,  Mr.  Wittig  is  not  averse  to  occasionally  investing  some  of  his  spare 
capital  in  other  enterprises,  and  is  thus  a  stockholder  in  the  Inter-County 
Telephone  Company  and  the  La  Crosse  Packing  Company.  In  politics  he 
is  independent. 

Michael  Poeschl,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  2,  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  September  10,  1881.  His  parents,  Vinz 
and  Josie  (Zerhofer)  Poeschl,  came  to  the  United  States  from  Austria  in 
1883,  locating  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  Buying  land  in  the 
vicinity  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  is  still  living  on  his  farm,  though 
now  retired  from  active  work.  His  wife  is  also  living.  Michael  Poeschl 
was  the  third  born  of  his  parents’  children.  He  attended  school  for  a 
limited  period  in  Lima  township  and  when  a  lad  of  15  years  began  working 
for  farmers  for  wages  of  $9.50  a  month.  This  occupation  he  followed, 
however,  only  for  a  part  of  his  time,  as  he  was  also  engaged  for  three 
years  in  railroad  work  and  at  intervals  was  employed  as  a  carpenter. 
When  he  married,  in  1907,  he  bought  his  present  farm,  which  contains 
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120  acres  of  valuable  land  and  where  he  is  carrying  on  general  fanning 
successfully,  realizing  good  returns  for  his  work.  Mr.  Poeschl  owns  and 
operates  a  clover  huller  in  his  section,  with  profitable  results.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima  and  in  politics  is  independent. 
In  September,  1907,  Mr.  Poeschl  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Zeilin- 
ger,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Leo  and 
Theresa  (Fedie)  Zeilinger,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Austria,  though 
married  in  this  country.  They  now  reside  in  Dunn  county,  close  to  the 
Pepin  county  line,  on  a  farm  that  they  have  occupied  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
Poeschl  was  the  fourth  bom  of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  and  was 
educated  in  the  school  at  Bear  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poeschl  have  four 
children:  Mary  Matilda,  Hubert  William,  Clarence  Marcus  and  Willis 
Walter. 

Louis  H.  Machmeier,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  operations  on  a 
farm  of  200  acres  in  section  30,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom 
in  this  township,  within  half  a  mile  of  his  present  residence,  November  2, 
1863,  son  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth  (Kassle)  Machmeier.  His  parents  were 
pioneer  settlers  in  this  township  in  1857.  Louis  was  the  second  bom  in  a 
family  of  five  children.  He  attended  district  school  in  Albany  township, 
this  county,  and  had  a  year’s  schooling  at  Modena,  in  Buffalo  county.  On 
his  father’s  death  in  1875,  the  mother  being  previously  deceased,  the  family 
was  broken  up,  and  Louis,  then  12  years  old,  went  to  live  with  Jacob  Mach¬ 
meier,  working  a  year  for  $6.00  a  month.  After  that  for  a  number  of 
years  he  worked  in  the  woods  during  the  winters,  and  for  two  years  in  a 
sawmill  at  Meridian.  In  these  and  other  employments  he  continued  until 
his  marriage  in  1891,  at  which  time  he  started  farming  on  his  own  account, 
buying  160  acres  of  land  in  section  9,  Albany  township.  It  was  unim¬ 
proved  and  he  cleared  twenty-five  acres,  subsequently  adding  other  land 
until  he  had  250  acres.  About  1901  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  his 
present  farm  in  section  30,  consisting  of  200  acres,  on  which  he  carries  on 
general  farming,  paying  particular  attention  to  dairying,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  he  is  breeding  up  in  Holstein  cattle.  He  has  put  in  the  modem  im¬ 
provements  on  his  place,  which  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  is  doing  a 
successful  business.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative 
Creamery  at  Mondovi,  and  in  the  Farmers’  Elevator  there.  Independent 
in  politics,  Mr.  Machmeier  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  government 
affairs,  having  served  as  chairman  of  the  township  board  for  two  years, 
and  for  three  years  as  treasurer,  which  office  he  is  now  holding.  He  has 
also  held  school  office  in  district  No.  2  for  nine  years.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Lutheran.  Mr.  Machmeier  was  married  about  1891  to  Matilda  Rieck,  who 
was  bora  at  Modena,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Weber)  Rieck.  The  father,  who  was  bom  near  Berlin,  Germany, 
was  an  early  settler  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  about 
1913.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  is  still  residing  on  the  old  farm  there. 
Their  family  numbered  four  children,  of  whom  Matilda  was  the  second 
bom.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Machmeier  have  a  family  of  six  children,  all  living, 
namely:  Renata,  wife  of  Charles  Schreiner,  residing  in  Albany  township; 
Cardula,  who  is  a  teacher  in  Thompson  Valley,  Buffalo  county;  Therese, 
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also  a  teacher  in  Buffalo  county;  and  Rufus,  Martin  and  William,  who  are 
residing  at  home. 

Martin  Machmeier,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  settlers  in  Albany  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man, 
locating  first  in  Milwaukee,  then  a  small  and  unimportant  place.  After 
living  there  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  railroad 
work,  he  came  in  1857  to  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  Milwaukee,  and  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Kassle.  Taking  forty  acres  of  land  in  section  32, 
Albany  township,  he  built  a  log  shanty,  which  was  the  family  home  for  a 
number  of  years.  While  engaged  in  clearing  his  land,  he  worked  at  inter¬ 
vals  for  others,  and  he  and  his  wife  often  walked  to  and  from  Eau  Galle, 
a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  each  way,  carrying  provisions,  the  children 
remaining  at  home  during  their  absence.  Later  he  bought  sixty  more 
acres  of  land,  thus  increasing  the  size  of  his  farm  to  100  acres.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  township  board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  his  school  district,  besides  being  active  in  the  Lutheran 
church.  Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  drafted  for  serv¬ 
ice,  but  never  went  to  the  front,  as  the  war  was  over  by  the  time  he  reached 
Madison.  In  1875  he  died  on  his  farm,  his  wife  having  died  previously,  in 
1867.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 

Frank  Weber,  proprietor  of  an  excellent  farm  of  288  acres  in  section 
31,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  March  2,  1864.  He 
never  to  his  knowledge  saw  his  father  to  know  him  and  was  reared  by  his 
grandmother  until  he  was  14  years  of  age.  His  school  days  were  spent 
in  his  birthplace  of  Adel  Brintz.  Coming  to  America  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  unable  to  ipeak  English,  he  succeeded,  however,  in  obtaining  em- 
ploment,  working  out  for  others,  and  then  went  into  the  woods  to  work  at 
lumbering.  By  thus  working  out  he  soon  picked  up  a  fair  knowledge  of 
English  and  after  a  while  learned  to  speak  it  with  fluency.  He  then  worked 
on  a  farm  for  two  years  and  after  that  returned  to  the  woods,  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  lumbering  and  river  work  for  a  number  of  seasons.  Finally  he 
determined  to  settle  down  on  a  farm  of  his  own  and  accordingly  bought 
120  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  2,  Lima  township,  which  he  improved  by 
clearing  and  the  erection  of  buildings.  That  place  he  finally  sold  and  about 
1906  bought  his  present  farm  containing  280  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
is  provided  with  modern  buildings  and  everything  necessary  for  conducting 
agricultural  operations  according  to  the  most  improved  methods,  and  this 
place  he  is  now  operating  on  a  profitable  basis.  Mr.  Weber  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company.  He  served  as  school  di¬ 
rector  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Lima  township 
side  board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Weber  was  married  in 
1890  to  Mary  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  John  and 
Josephine  (Komro)  Bauer.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to 
America  about  1881,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township.  The  mother 
died  about  1901 ,  but  Mr.  Bauer  is  still  residing  in  the  township  with  his 
son  Charlie.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  the  daughter  Mary  was 
the  eldest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  have  had  twelve  children:  Mary,  who 
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is  unmarried  and  resides  at  home;  Frank,  a  farmer  of  Albany  township, 
who  married  Nellie  Weisenbeck;  Henry,  who  married  Mary  Weisenbeck, 
and  is  associated  with  his  brother  Frank  in  farming,  the  two  families  re¬ 
siding  in  the  same  house ;  Louis,  who  is  now  a  private  in  the  United  States 
army;  John,  Edward,  William,  Matilda,  Emma,  Florence,  Rosa  and  a  child 
(the  eighth  born)  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  All  the  living  chil¬ 
dren  mentioned  after  Henry  are  residing  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Lima  Catholic  church. 

John  L.  Kohlman,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  dairy  farm  of 
225  acres  in  section  35,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this 
township  August  14,  1883,  son  of  Louis  and  Augusta  (Asbach)  Kohlman. 
The  parents  were  respectively  natives  of  Austria  and  Germany,  but  were 
married  in  this  county,  the  father  being  one  of  the  early  settlers  here. 
He  is  still  living  on  the  farm  on  which  he  first  settled.  Their  first  dwell¬ 
ing  on  the  place,  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  was  a  log 
shack,  but  later  Mr.  Kohlman  built  a  better  house  and  made  many  other 
improvements.  The  farm  is  now  operated  by  his  son,  Louis,  his  wife  and 
himself  making  their  home  there.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
of  whom  John  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  John  Kohlman  acquired 
his  education  in  the  school  at  Fall  Creek.  In  his  youth  he  worked  on  the 
home  farm,  and  at  times  for  others  than  his  father.  For  two  years  at  a 
somewhat  later  period  he  conducted  the  skimming  station  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  and  for  five  years  was  proprietor  of  a  threshing  outfit.  After  his 
marriage  in  1909  Mr.  Kohlman  operated  his  father-in-law’s  farm  for  four 
years  and  then  bought  his  present  farm  in  section  35,  Lima  township, 
which  he  is  conducting  successfully  as  a  general  dairy  farm.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company,  ana  in  the  Audito¬ 
rium  at  Durand.  He  was  married  in  September,  1909,  to  Nellie  Schlosser, 
who  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Vinz  and  Hen¬ 
rietta  (Sl^ell)  Schlosser.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Austria,  was  an  early 
settler  in  Lima  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohlman  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children :  Martha,  Anna  Mary,  Mary,  Hilda,  John,  Jr.,  Frank  and  Walter. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Kohlman  of  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 

Charles  K.  Fleishauer,  who  is  successfully  operating  a  general  stock 
farm  in  section  22,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima 
township,  this  county,  September  19,  1878.  His  parents  were  August  and 
Margaret  (Huebner)  Fleishauer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  bom 
in  Prussia,  January  2,  1826,  and  the  mother  in  Bavaria,  July  9,  1836.  The 
former,  having  learned  the  trade  of  locksmith  in  his  native  land,  came  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  locating  in  New  York.  He  later 
returned  to  Germany,  remained  there  a  while  and  then  came  back  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  After  residing  in  La  Crosse  county  for  about  fifteen  years,  about 
1874  he  settled  in  Pepin  county,  buying  land  in  Lima  township,  where  he 
was  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  January  28,  1892. 
His  wife  is  still  living  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Charles. 
Charles  K.  Fleishauer  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children. 
He  attended  district  school  in  Lima  township  and  subsequently  took  a 
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short  course  in  agriculture  at  Madison,  Wis.  He  was  13  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  16  he  was  taking  care  of  his  mother,  as  well 
as  earning  his  own  living,  managing  the  home  farm  in  Lima  township. 
In  1901  they  moved  to  Waterville  township,  where  he  operated  the  old 
Plummer  farm,  being  for  two  years  a  partner  with  his  brother  Ernest. 
Then  selling  that  place  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  120 
acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  operates  as  a  general  stock  farm,  breeding 
up  in  Guernsey  cattle  and  other  good  stock.  He  is  also  financially  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  creamery  and  the  telephone  company,  having  formerly  served 
for  six  years  as  manager  of  the  Waterville  Co-operative  Creamery.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district. 
Mr.  Fleishauer  was  married  August  6,  1903,  to  Grace  Wood,  who  was  born 
at  Saxville,  Waushara  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Warren  A.  and  Ella  (Mc- 
Auley)  Wood.  Her  parents,  both  natives  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  father  in 
early  life  a  farmer,  located  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  later 
engaged  in  the  marble  and  monument  business,  continuing  in  it  until  1916. 
He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Mondovi,  which  he  later  sold 
and  is  now  living  in  retirement.  His  wife  died  in  Mondovi  a  number  of 
years  ago.  Mrs.  Fleishauer  was  the  eldest  of  their  four  children.  She 
attended  school  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
was  engaged  in  teaching  in  both  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties.  The  home 
life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleishauer  has  been  perfected  by  the  birth  of  three 
children,  Wayne  Ralph,  Galen  and  Ella  Irene.  Mr.  Fleishauer  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Durand  and  of  the  Beavers  at  Arkansaw.  An 
energetic,  enterprising  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  has  already  accom¬ 
plished  much  and  is  increasing  in  prosperity  from  year  to  year. 

Samuel  L.  Plummer,  in  former  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Pepin  county,  a  successful  business  man,  rep¬ 
resentative  of  his  district  in  the  state  assembly,  and  for  twenty-three  years 
county  judge,  was  born  at  North  Hampton,  Rockingham  county,  New 
Hampshire,  March  5,  1828,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Cooley)  Plummer. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Nathan  Plummer  and  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father  Daniel  Cooley,  both  representing  old  New  England  families.  Samuel 
and  Lydia  Plummer’s  children  were  Daniel,  Jonathan,  Hannah,  Mary,  Sam¬ 
uel  L.  and  David.  Samuel  L.  Plummer  received  but  little  schooling  in  his 
younger  days.  When  16  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  later  he  worked  in  a  sawmill  and  wagon  shop.  When  17  he  left  home 
and  went  to  Lowell,  and  thence  to  Lawrence,  Mass.  In  1848  he  made  a 
trip  to  New  Orleans,  and  in  the  following  year  came  to  Wisconsin,  working 
his  way  along  and  walking  some  600  miles  until  he  reached  Beloit  on  the 
Wisconsin-Illinois  state  line.  There  he  remained  a  while,  but  later  settled 
in  Green  county,  where  he  was  married  to  Eunice  Belknap,  whose  father 
was  also  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  In  1854  Mr.  Plummer  came  to  Pepin 
county,  camping  in  Bear  Creek  Valley.  Being  favorably  impressed  with 
the  country,  in  the  following  year  he  located  in  Durand  and  built  a  saw-mill 
on  Bear  Creek,  which  was  the  first  frame  building  in  that  valley;  he  also 
built  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  locality.  In  1861  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  and  for  over  twenty  years  gave  his 
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attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  Then,  retaining  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  his  320  acres  of  land,  he  removed  to  Arkansaw  and  organized  the 
Plummer  Mercantile  Company,  in  the  conduct  of  which  he  was  associated 
with  his  sons.  The  concern  proved  successful  and  was  favored  with  a 
large  patronage,  Mr.  Plummer  remaining  at  its  head  until  1897.  He  also 
owned  the  Arkansaw  creamery,  which  he  and  his  sons  carried  on  for  some 
ten  years.  Appointed  county  judge  in  1861,  in  place  of  Judge  Bartlett, 
he  served  in  that  office  by  successive  elections  for  twenty-three  years, 
making  a  highly  creditable  record.  His  sound  good  sense  and  impartial 
judgment,  united  with  a  pleasing  personality,  caused  him  to  be  frequently 
consulted  on  matters  of  importance  by  people  from  many  miles  around, 
and  he  was  often  able  to  adjust  personal  difficulties  and  prevent  needless 
and  expensive  litigation.  Judge  Plummer  took  an  active  or  sympathetic 
interest  in  all  commendable  enterprises  throughout  his  locality,  and  as  long 
as  he  resided  on  his  farm  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  great 
popularity  resulted  in  his  election  for  three  terms  to  the  State  Assembly, 
where  he  served  the  interests  of  his  constituents  in  a  faithful  and  efficient 
manner.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican.  For  thirty  years  or  more  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Waterville  township  board,  and  during  much  of  that 
time  was  chairman  of  the  county  board.  As  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  he  identified  himself  with  the  cause  of  religion,  and  he  remained  a 
faithful  member  of  it  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His  integrity  and  business 
ability  were  widely  known  and  he  and  his  family  commanded  the  respect 
of  all.  Judge  Plummer's  death  took  place  in  March,  1897.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  less  than  three  years,  passing  away  in  February,  1900.  Nine 
children  had  blessed  their  union:  Forrest  S.,  Frank  S.,  David,  Arthur, 
Mary,  William  E.,  Carrie,  Lillian  and  Lane  L.,  all  of  whom  are  now  living 
except  William,  Lillian  and  Frank. 

Walter  H.  Anderson,  who  is  now  living  practically  retired  on  a  valuable 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  section  26,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
bom  in  Faribault,  Minn.,  October  15,  1856.  His  parents,  Lemuel  and 
Martha  (Holder)  Anderson,  were  natives  of  Ohio  who  came  west  to  Min¬ 
nesota  at  an  early  date,  Mrs.  Anderson  dying  there  in  1861.  In  the  year 
after  her  death  Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  Durand,  Wis.,  where,  however,  he 
remained  but  a  short  time,  as  he  soon  set  out  for  California,  intending  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  gold  fields,  or  perhaps  because  he  felt  lonely  and 
craved  excitement  and  change  of  scene.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  he 
never  reached  his  destination,  as  he  was  taken  sick  at  Pike’s  Peak,  Colo¬ 
rado,  and  soon  after  all  trace  of  him  was  lost,  and  he  has  never  more  been 
heard  from.  In  those  adventurous  days,  before  the  Pacific  railroad  linked 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  with  those  on  the  Pacific  coast,  the  overland 
journey  was  fraught  with  dangers,  and  one  human  life  was  little  regarded, 
the  westward-rushing  pioneers  having  their  hands  full  in  preserving  their 
own  existence  and  guarding  their  lives  from  the  perils  of  the  way.  Mr. 
Anderson  probably,  therefore,  shared  the  fate  of  the  thousands  who  set 
out  full  of  hope  and  courage,  but  whose  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  hastily 
dug  graves  all  the  way  along  the  route  from  the  settled  communities  of 
the  East  to  the  far  western  El  Dorado.  Lemuel  and  Martha  Anderson  had 
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but  two  children,  of  whom  Walter  H.,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  the 
younger.  Their  other  child  is  Fannie,  now  the  widow  of  Henry  Amidon, 
her  husband  having  died  in  1915.  Walter  H.  Anderson  acquired  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  Buffalo  and  Pepin  counties,  attending  district  school.  After  losing 
his  parents  he  was  received  into  the  family  of  John  Plummer,  by  whom  he 
was  reared  until  12  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  live  with  Nathaniel 
Plummer.  At  the  age  of  14  he  went  to  work  in  the  stave  and  sawmill  of 
Nathaniel  Plummer,  located  one  mile  west  of  Mr.  Anderson’s  present  resi¬ 
dence,  and  for  over  twenty  years  remained  in  his  employ.  Besides  attend¬ 
ing  to  his  duties  connected  with  that  position,  he  had  owned  and  operated 
land  in  Waterville  township  from  the  time  he  was  23  years  old,  and  he  now 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  farming.  In  this  line  of  industry  he  has 
had  a  successful  career,  having  owned  various  farms,  all  of  which  he  devel¬ 
oped,  putting  them  on  a  profitable  basis.  To  his  present  farm  he  came  in 
1907,  and  is  here  living  practically  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  enterprise  and  industry.  His  land  is  valuable  and  well  improved, 
and  he  has  a  comfortable  modern  residence.  During  his  active  career  he 
served  as  school  treasurer  for  seventeen  years,  and  for  one  term  was  town¬ 
ship  treasurer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Anderson  was  united 
in  marriage,  June  23,  1878,  with  Mary  H.  Plummer,  who  was  born  in 
Durand,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Samuel  L.  and  Eunice  (Belknap)  Plummer.  He 
and  his  wife  have  three  children,  Walter  W.,  Lillie  Irene,  and  William 
Henry.  Walter  W.,  who  worked  his  way  through  the  University  of  Ne¬ 
vada,  was  for  two  years  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Dayton,  that  state. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  School  of  Mines  at  Ely,  Nev.  He  married  Hope 
Bain  of  Nevada  and  has  three  children,  Walter  Lindley,  Harry  Leroy  and 
Dorothy  Hope.  Lillie  Irene,  after  attending  district  school,  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Arkansaw  and  a  business  college  at  Lake  City, 
Minn.  She  has  taught  in  various  schools  for  the  last  ten  years  and  is  now 
a  teacher  in  Big  Coolie.  William  Henry,  who  was  educated  in  Pepin 
county,  was  in  the  employ  of  William  V.  Dorwin  at  Dorwin’s  Mill.  He  is 
now  a  first-class  machinist  in  the  United  States  navy  on  the  U.  S.  S.  New 
Mexico.  Lillie  and  William  are  both  unmarried. 

Josef  Anibas,  who  is  engaged  in  general  agriculture  on  a  farm  of  240 
acres  in  section  13,  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  central 
Austria,  February  4,  1873,  son  of  Anton  and  Hannah  (Ibl)  Anibas.  His 
parents,  also  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  country  in  1892,  settling  in 
Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  on  a  farm.  There  they  sub¬ 
sequently  died.  Josef,  who  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  at¬ 
tended  school  in  his  native  land  and  was  16  years  old  when  he  came  to 
America.  He  soon  found  employment  and  worked  for  others  until  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  which  contains  240  acres  of  valuable  land.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming,  including  dairying  and  the  raising  of  cattle 
and  hogs.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  telephone  company.  Religiously 
he  belongs  to  the  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr. 
Anibas  was  married  in  May,  1912,  to  Dana  Meixner,  a  native  of  Austria, 
who  was  one  year  old  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States. 
They  settled  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chippewa  river,  near  Arkansaw, 
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Pepin  county,  where  Mr.  Meixner  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  Mrs. 
Anibas’  mother  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anibas  are  the  parents  of  six  children : 
William,  Mary,  Margaret,  Henry,  Johanna,  and  Matilda,  all  of  whom  are 
residing  at  home. 

Marcius  A.  Farnham,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  fine  dairy  farm 
of  265  acres  in  section  28,  Waterville  township,  was  born  at  Genesee,  Wis., 
October  14,  1854,  son  of  Hatton  A.  and  Ann  (Lucas)  Farnham.  The  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  father  born  at  Forestville,  Erie 
county,  and  the  mother  in  Chautauqua  county.  Hatton  A.  Farnham  was 
in  early  life  a  blacksmith,  but  later  became  a  farmer,  following  agriculture 
after  coming  west  to  Genesee,  Waukesha  county,  this  state,  and  later  at 
River  Falls.  While  on  his  way  to  the  latter  place  he  homesteaded  land  in 
Dunn  county,  which  he  moved  onto  in  1855,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers 
there.  It  proved  to  be  the  place  for  which  he  was  looking  and  he  remained 
there  until  his  death  in  the  year  1900.  As  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his 
township,  he  held  various  local  offices,  and  was  an  active  worker  in  the 
Grange,  in  school  work  and  other  local  interests.  His  wife  died  about  1891. 
They  had  five  children.  Marcius  A.  Farnham,  who  was  the  third  born, 
in  his  youth  attended  school  at  Waneka,  Dunn  county.  He  resided  at 
home  until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years  and  then  bought  land  in  Dunn 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  having  half  a  section  of  land.  After 
residing  on  that  place  until  he  was  42  years  old — a  period  of  twenty-one 
years — during  which  time  he  made  many  valuable  improvements,  he  sold 
it  and  came  to  Durand,  where  for  about  three  years  and  a  half  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interests  there 
and  came  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  is  carrying  on  an  excellent  dairy 
business,  being  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Arkansaw  Creamery  and  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Farnham  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church  and  believes  in  prohibition  doctrines,  though  inclined 
to  be  independent  in  politics.  He  has  served  on  the  district  school  board 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  married,  December  31,  1886,  to  Nellie  R. 
Tubbs,  who  was  born  at  Wauneka,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of 
Jackson  R.  and  Mida  (Nichols)  Tubbs.  Her  parents,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  settled  at  an  early  date  in  Dunn  county,  where  the  father 
followed  farming.  Both  died  in  that  county,  the  father  about  1908  and 
the  mother  many  years  before,  about  1890.  Mr.  Tubbs  served  three  years 
in  the  Civil  war  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  chil¬ 
dren,  their  daughter  Nellie  R.,  the  eldest,  attending  school  in  Dunn  county. 
Mrs.  Marcius  A.  Farnham  died  November  23,  1913,  leaving  two  children: 
Carl  Hatton,  a  farmer  of  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  who  married 
Blanche  Ogden  of  this  township,  and  has  two  children,  Nellie  Marie  and  an 
infant  daughter;  and  John,  who  is  operating  the  farm,  and  who  married 
Bessie  Whaley. 

George  Brooks,  who  is  successfully  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits 
on  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  section  34,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  April  19,  1856,  son  of  George  and  Roana  (Humphrey) 
Brooks,  being  the  first  born  of  their  nine  children.  Three  of  these  children 
are  now  living,  the  two  in  addition  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being: 
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Charles  E.  Brooks  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  May,  wife  of  Edwin  L.  Curtiss, 
of  Arkansaw,  Waterville  township.  Coming  to  Waterville  township  with 
his  parents  in  early  boyhood,  George  Brooks  attended  school  here  at  Dead 
Lake  Prairie  and  resided  at  home  until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years.  He 
then  went  to  Esdaile,  Pierce  county,  where  for  three  years  he  was  employed 
in  a  factory.  From  there  he  went  to  Mill  Bank,  S.  D.,  taking  a  land  claim, 
and  living  on  it  at  intervals  for  three  years.  After  that,  for  an  equal 
length  of  time  he  was  employed  in  a  wholesale  house  in  Minneapolis.  Re¬ 
turning  subsequently  to  Waterville  township,  he  was  married,  September 
21,  1891,  to  Francena  A.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Waubeek  township, 
Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Persia  Ann  (Barnes)  Johnson, 
and  has  since  resided  on  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  100  acres  of  valu¬ 
able  land.  Besides  carrying  on  general  farming  with  profitable  results, 
Mr.  Brooks  is  a  stockholder  in  and  treasurer  of  the  V/aterville  Creamery 
Company  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Durand.  He  has  served  as  a 
school  officer  for  ten  years,  in  politics  is  independent,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  steward.  The  Good 
Templar  lodge  also  numbers  him  among  its  members.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ralph  R.,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Pepin  and  Dunn  counties,  and  also  took  a  course  in  the  Agricultural  College 
at  Madison.  He  is  now  residing  at  home. 

George  Brooks  (Sr.),  formerly  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  but  now  deceased,  was  born  at  or  near 
Gormsley,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  March  31,  1827.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
weaver,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Wisconsin,  started 
the  first  carding  mill  at  Capt.  Dorwin’s  mill,  which  he  operated  for  a  year 
or  two.  Previous  to  locating  in  Waterville  township  he  had  bought. land 
from  the  government  at  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  this  township,  and  moving  to 
the  farm  in  1862,  he  here  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  first  dwelling  was  a  small  frame  shanty,  built  by  John  Worth,  a  car¬ 
penter  and  pioneer  settler  in  this  vicinity,  who  occupied  it,  and  with  whom 
he  lived  while  developing  his  land.  In  time  he  developed  a  good  farm, 
residing  on  it  until  his  death  in  October,  1902.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  the  northern  part  of  Vermont,  July  31,  1830,  died  December  23,  1901. 
Mrs.  Brooks  was  of  a  loving  disposition  and  possessed  the  untiring  energy 
of  the  pioneer. 

Andrew  J.  Johnson,  formerly  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  Waubeek 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  also  well  known  throughout  this  section  as  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  having  been  bom  in 
Becket,  that  state,  August  6,  1836.  He  came  to  Waubeek  township,  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1857,  and  taught  the  first  school  held  in  the  old 
boardinghouse  in  the  village  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county.  Subsequently 
returning  to  Massachusetts,  he  was  married  in  Springfield,  that  state,  in 
1861,  to  Persis  Ann  Barnes,  who  was  bom  at  Middlefield,  Mass.,  August  7, 
1840.  Immediately  after  his  marriage — in  March,  1861 — he  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  they  settled  on  land  in  Waubeek 
township,  Pepin  county,  which  he  had  purchased  soon  after  his  first  arrival 
here  in  1857.  There  he  resided  for  more  than  half  a  century,  cultivating 
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his  farm,  which  he  had  developed  from  the  wilderness,  and  practicing  vet¬ 
erinary  surgery  through  this  part  of  Pepin  and  to  some  extent  in  Dunn 
county.  He  was  one  of  Waubeek  township’s  most  notable  citizens,  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  its  officials  when  first  organized,  and  always  taking  an  interest 
in  everything  calculated  to  advance  its  prosperity.  Among  the  public 
offices  he  held  at  different  times  were  those  of  township  chairman  and 
member  of  school  board.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  stockholders  in  the 
local  creamery,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  active  in  school  work,  prov¬ 
ing  himself  a  useful  citizen  whenever  called  on  for  aid.  In  1911  he  and 
his  wife  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding,  when  they  received  the  con¬ 
gratulations  of  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Johnson  died  September  27,  1914, 
his  loss  being  widely  regretted.  His  wife  died  March  17,  1918.  She  was 
a  woman  of  a  kind  and  loving  disposition.  Her  life  was  spent  in  the  service 
of  love  for  others  and  her  influence  was  felt  by  all  with  whom  she  came 
info  contact.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Francena  A.,  wife  of  George  Brooks  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county ; 
Sarah  N.,  Ruth  A.,  and  hjlilton  A.  Two  of  these  children — Mrs.  Brooks 
and  Sarah  N.,  now  Mrs.  George  Throne,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Waubeek — are  now  living. 

Frank  A.  Holmes,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  a  tract  of 
160  acres  in  section  25,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  New  York,  December  12,  1858,  son  of  Alby  and  Frances  (Morey) 
Holmes.  The  father,  who  was  always  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  also  a 
native  of  New  York  state,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Cataraugus 
county,  New  York.  In  1867  they  removed  to  Michigan,  a  year  later  came 
west  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  the  next  year  removed  to  Eau 
Claire  county,  just  over  the  Pepin  county  line,  in  which  locality  he  was  a 
pioneer.  There  he  started  farming,  building  a  small  frame  shanty  of  one 
story  and  measuring  14  by  18  feet.  He  resided  in  that  neighborhood  for 
a  number  of  years,  improving  his  land,  and  at  times  worked  for  others, 
cutting  and  hauling  hay  to  Eau  Claire.  After  improving  his  farm,  which 
contained  160  acres,  he  moved  to  Mondovi,  and  later  to  a  small  farm  in 
that  vicinity,  where  he  died  in  1904.  During  his  active  career  he  frequently 
held  school  office.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  died  June 
14, 1916.  They  had  five  children,  of  whom  Frank  A.  was  the  oldest.  Frank 
A.  Holmes  attended  school  one  winter  in  Mondovi,  having  to  walk  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  six  miles,  but  later  he  attended  a  school  only  two  miles  from  home, 
continuing  there  for  two  terms.  When  30  years  old  he  left  home  and 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself  in  Mondovi  and  also  at  times  did  teaming. 
At  the  age  of  30,  in  or  about  1888,  he  became  a  land  owner,  buying  his 
present  farm,  on  which  he  has  since  resided.  All  the  improvements  on  it, 
including  buildings  and  fences,  were  made  by  him,  and  the  farm  is  now  a 
valuable  piece  of  agricultural  property.  Mr.  Holmes  served  as  town  super¬ 
visor  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  has  frequently  held  school  office,  at  the 
present  time  serving  as  treasurer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Mondovi.  On  April  8,  1888,  the 
year  in  which  he  took  his  present  farm,  Mr.  Holmes  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lucretia  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter 
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of  Lucius  and  Ruth  (Carr)  Jones.  Her  father  was  reared  in  that  vicinity 
but  was  a  native  of  New  York  state,  while  her  mother  was  born  in  Richland 
county,  Wisconsin.  Lucius  Jones  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  War  as  a 
member  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  He  now  spends  his  time  chiefly  in  trav¬ 
eling  about.  Mrs.  Holmes’  mother  died  in  Sauk  county.  They  had  six 
children,  Lucretia  being  the  third  born.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holmes  are  as  follows:  Albert,  unmarried,  is  in  France  in  the  United 
States'  service ;  Ralph,  who  married  Lea  Possum  and  is  a  farmer  in  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county ;  Ada,  a  teacher,  and  Oscar,  Mabel  and  Dutie,  who 
all  live  at  home. 

William  Columbus  Hammond,  a  former  hardware  merchant  of  Durand, 
of  which  place  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  foremost  citizens, 
was  born  at  Malone,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  November  8,  1842. 
His  parents  were  Elisha  Rollin  and  Lois  (Parish)  Hammond,  both  natives 
of  Brockville,  Canada,  a  city  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  125  miles  southwest 
of  Montreal.  They  never  came  to  Wisconsin,  but  settled  in  New  York 
state,  the  father  dying  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  young  boy,  or 
on  August  22,  1856.  He  was  born  in  1808  and  was  therefore  about  46 
years  old.  His  wife  Lois,  who  was  born  in  1809,  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  in  1898.  William  C.  Hammond  was  the  fourth  born  of  his 
parents’  five  children.  He  attended  school  at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his 
father’s  death,  while  still  a  youth,  began  working  for  others.  After  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  being  old  enough  to  serve  as  a  soldier,  he  enlisted  in  the 
92d  New  York  Regiment,  as  a  private,  and  served  three  years,  or  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Wounded  by  gunshot,  he  was  confined  for  some  time 
to  the  hospital.  Having  faithfully  served  his  country  in  her  hour  of  need, 
Mr.  Hammond  returned  home,  but  instead  of  remaining  in  New  York,  the 
state  of  his  birth,  he  came  west  to  Chilton,  Calumet  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  had  a  brother  whom  he  now  joined.  There  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  which  he  followed  for  a  while,  and  then  gave  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  farming.  Later  he  sold  his  farm  and  in  1880  came  to  Durand, 
Pepin  county,  after  a  previous  trip  through  the  west,  and  here  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business,  which  he  followed  until  his  retirement  about  1892 
on  account  of  ill  health.  He  lived  twelve  years  longer,  however,  finally 
passing  away  March  24,  1904.  Mr.  Hammond  was  a  successful  business 
man  and  through  honesty  and  industry  had  built  up  a  good  trade.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Durand.  A  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  post  at  Durand,  he  was  also  well  advanced  in  the  Masonic 
order,  being  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Durand  Blue  Lodge,  the  Chap¬ 
ter  at  Menominee  and  the  Commandery  at  Eau  Claire.  A  man  of  agree¬ 
able  personality,  he  was  widely  popular  and  his  death  was  felt  as  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Mr.  Hammond  was  first  married 
to  Mary  King,  daughter  of  James  and  Tirzah  (Pomeroy)  King.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  being  a  farmer,  and  at  an  early  date 
they  settled  at  Chilton,  Calumet  county,  later  removing  to  Iowa,  where 
both  Mr.  King  and  his  wife  died,  the  former  in  1887  and  the  latter  in  1910. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children.  Mrs.  Mary  Hammond  died  at 
Chilton,  Wis.,  July  11,  1876.  She  had  been  the  mother  of  three  children: 
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Emma  Belle,  wife  of  Alexander  Nimmo,  residing  in  Menominee,  Wis.,  where 
her  husband  is  connected  with  a  piano  factory ;  Herbert  Rollin,  a  physician 
and  surgeon  practicing  in  Chicago;  and  Millie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Marvin,  a  railroad  man,  residing  at  Sheldon,  Iowa.  On  September  22, 
1877,  Mr.  Hammond  married  for  his  second  wife,  Sarah  J.  King,  a  sister  of 
his  first.  She  was  born  at  Sycamore,  DeKalb  county,  Illinois,  and  was  the 
third  born  of  her  parents'  children.  She  was  young  when  the  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Chilton,  Wis.,  and  there  she  attended  school.  Mrs.  Hammond 
takes  a  prominent  part  in  various  local  activities,  being  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem¬ 
perance  Union  and  the  Red  Cross  and  Missionary  societies. 

Arden  Kelton,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Arkansaw,  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1804,  and  in  early  life  was  a 
painter  and  carpenter,  working  in  various  places  before  settling  in  New 
York.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Kirk  and  in  1858  they  came  west  to  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Arkansaw  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year.  For  about  ten  years  he  worked  in  the  Holbrook  furniture  factory, 
and  then,  on  a  small  scale,  engaged  in  farming,  but  continuing  to  follow 
his  trade  at  intervals  until  age  compelled  him  to  retire.  He  built  a  house 
in  Arkansaw  when  that  village  contained  but  two  houses  and  a  small  saw¬ 
mill,  there  being  but  one  house  between  Arkansaw  and  Pepin.  For  a 
number  of  terms  he  served  as  town  treasurer,  was  also  active  in  church 
work  and  helped  to  organize  his  school  district.  His  death  in  1890  de¬ 
prived  the  community  of  a  good  and  useful  citizen,  and  was  much  regretted. 
His  wife  had  died  some  thirteen  years  previously,  in  1877.  They  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  now  living:  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Tucker,  of  Olympia,  Wash.,  and  Anson  E.,  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship. 

Anson  E.  Kelton,  who  is  now  serving  in  his  twentieth  year  as  township 
treasurer  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  but  is  otherwise  prac¬ 
tically  retired,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  10,  1851,  son 
of  Arden  and  Mary  (Kirk)  Kelton.  Accompanying  his  parents  to  Pepin 
county  in  1858,  and  to  Arkansaw  village  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year,  he  attended  school  first  on  Eau  Galle  Prairie  and  afterwards  in  Ar¬ 
kansaw,  there  being  at  first  no  school  in  the  latter  place.  At  the  age  of 
17  he  entered  the  Holbrook  furniture  factory,  at  Arkansaw,  where  he  was 
employed  for  about  eight  years.  Then  buying  land  near  Arkansaw,  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  continued  in  that  occupation  until  he  was  injured 
in  a  runaway  accident,  when  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  heavy  work.  Being 
soon  afterward  appointed  postmaster  at  Arkansaw,  he  served  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  for  nine  years.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Kelton  has  followed  no 
regular  occupation.  His  farm  of  120  acres  in  Waterville  township  is  now 
operated  by  his  son  Clinton  L.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  township  treas¬ 
urer,  in  which  office,  as  above  stated,  he  has  served  for  over  nineteen  years, 
he  was  at  intervals  for  a  number  of  years  school  clerk  of  his  district.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  while  his  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Kelton  was  married 
Nov.  2,  1876,  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Throne,  who  was  born  at  Rockford,  Ill., 
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daughter  of  James  and  Rosalana  (Curtis)  Throne,  and  who  was  educated 
at  Eau  Galle  at  Ingraham’s  Corner  in  Dunn  county.  A  popular  member 
of  local  society,  she  is  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  at  Arkansaw, 
in  which  office  she  has  served  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelton 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Clinton  Lee,  Eula  Claire  and  Jay  Cran¬ 
dall.  Clinton  Lee,  who  resides  on  his  parents’  farm,  which,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned,  he  is  operating,  married  Jennie  Lawrence  of  Durand,  and  has 
two  children,  Arden  Anson  and  Willa.  Eula  Claire  is  the  wife  of  Rodney 
Humphrey,  a  portable  engineer,  who  served  in  the  United  States  army 
eight  years,  took  part  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  was  stationed  at 
Ft.  Flagner  in  the  coast  artillery  service  for  three  years,  being  first  ser¬ 
geant,  and  was  in  China  during  the  Boxer  rebellion.  Jay  Crandall,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  at  Cornell,  Wis.,  and  also  works  in  the  paper  mill 
there,  married  Bernice  Wilcott  of  Durand. 

James  Throne,  who  settled  in  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1828;  oame  to  the  United  States  alone  when 
12  years  of  age,  having  a  brother  in  Philadelphia  with  whom  he  lived 
there  until  he  was  able  to  take  care  of  himself.  He  then  removed  to 
northern  Illinois,  where  for  a  few  years  he  resided  with  his  brother  on  a 
large  farm,  after  which  he  came  to  Pepin  county.  Here  he  settled  in 
Waubeek  township,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Faast  farm,  which  he 
operated  for  a  number  of  years,  becoming  a  successful  farmer  and  exten¬ 
sive  land  owner.  Retiring  about  12  years  before  his  death,  he  resided  for 
a  few  years  in  Eau  Galle  and  later  in  Arkansaw,  but  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Smith,  in  Durand,  in  1914.  During  his 
active  career  he  served  a  number  of  years  as  chairman  of  Waubeek  town¬ 
ship.  He  was  also  active  in  school  work  and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Christian  Bruenn,  who  founded  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  the  wagon 
and  carriage  making  shop  now  carried  on  by  his  sons,  John  and  George,  was 
born  in  Hirschberg,  Prussia,  Germany,  OcL  8,  1837,  and  came  to  America 
in  1853  at  the  age  of  about  16  years.  For  two  years  he  resided  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  then  coming  west  to  Wisconsin,  learned  in  Milwaukee  the  trade 
of  wagon  and  carriage  maker.  In  1857  he  returned  to  Germany,  where  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Henrietta  Ponsor,  of  Wunseidel,  Bavaria. 
Then  returning  to  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  in  Jefferson,  Mo.,  remaining  there  until  1861,  when 
because  of  his  Union  sentiments  he  was  forced  to  leave.  Jefferson’s  loss 
was  Durand’s  gain,  for  it  was  to  this  Wisconsin  village  that  Mr.  Bruenn 
next  directed  his  steps,  and  here  he  established  the  carriage  and  wagon 
making  industry  that  he  carried  on  until  his  death,  June  2, 1915,  and  which 
is  today  one  of  the  leading  manufacturing  concerns  here.  At  the  time*  of 
his  death  he  was  the  oldest  business  man  in  Durand,  as  he  was  also  one 
of  its  leading  citizens,  having  for  many  years  held  public  office.  Becom¬ 
ing  town  clerk  in  1871,  he  served  faithfully  in  that  position  for  15  years 
and  at  different  times  was  assessor,  city  treasurer  and  alderman.  His 
participation  in  the  affairs  pertaining  to  local  government  was  beneficial 
to  the  community,  as  he  was  both  an  able  and  conscientious  man,  placing 
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duty  before  pleasure,  and  giving  of  his  best  to  any  cause  he  decided  to 
support.  An  instance  of  his  stability  of  character  may  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  during  the  32  years  he  served  as  secretary  of  Durand  Lodge  No. 
149,  F.  &  A.  M.,  he  was  absent  from  only  three  meetings — a  record  not 
often  equalled  in  any  lodge.  Mr.  Bruenn’s  first  wife  died  in  1882,  and  on 
Nov.  9,  1882,  he  married  Wilhelmina  Tanz,  of  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county.  Of  this  second  union  nine  childreft  were  born,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  John  and  George,  who  are  carrying  on  the  business  estab¬ 
lished  by  their  father ;  Martha,  who  is  a  school  teacher ;  and  Eliza,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  profession  of  a  nurse.  The  family,  including  the  mother, 
reside  together  in  Durand. 

John  Bruenn,  proprietor  with  his  brother  George  of  the  Bruenn  wagon 
and  carriage-making  works  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Durand,  June  24,  1890,  son  of  Christian  and  Wilhelmina  (Tanz) 
Bruenn.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  schools,  including  the 
high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1908.  His  knowledge  of  the 
carriage  and  wagon-making  industry  was  gained  through  practical  expe¬ 
rience  in  his  father’s  shop  and  under  the  father’s  instructions,  and  is  a 
trade  that  he  has  thoroughly  mastered,  as  also  has  his  brother.  Together 
they  make  a  strong  firm  and  are  conducting  a  profitable  business.  John 
Bruenn  is  independent  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  at  Durand. 

Alex  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
at  Ella,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  thriving  and  up-to-date 
business  men  of  this  section.  He  was  born  in  Applebo,  Sweden,  July  6, 
1873,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Johnson,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the 
same  country.  The  father  was  born  in  1842  and  in  1882  came  to  this 
country  with  his  family,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Frankfort  township.  Both 
father  and  mother  are  now  deceased.  Alex  Johnson  attended  school  in 
Frankfort  township.  He  was  nine  years  old  when  he  came  to  America, 
and  at  the  age  of  20  began  working  out  for  farmers.  Preferring  mercan¬ 
tile  life,  however,  he  soon  found  employment  in  a  store  and  was  manager 
of  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Ella  for  nine  years.  Three  years  ago  he  purchased 
his  present  store,  which  he  has  fitted  up  in  up-to-date  manner,  and  is  carry¬ 
ing  a  full  stock  of  general  merchandise  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  trade. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company,  and  as  an*  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  reliable  citizen  takes  an  interest  in  every  feasible  project  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  serving  on  the 
district  school  board,  being  independent  in  politics.  On  May  4,  1913,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Dolores  Fuller,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  vil¬ 
lage,  daughter  of  Ira  Fuller  of  Pepin.  She  was  educated  in  the  local  school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one  child,  Donald,,  who  was  born  July  16,  1917. 

Mamre  Hurlburt,  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  was  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  success¬ 
ful  agriculturists  in  Buffalo  county.  His  native  place  was  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  where  he  began  life’s  journey,  Feb.  13,  1839.  His 
parents  were  Horace  and  Anna  (Miller)  Hurlburt,  the  father  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  county,  New  York,  in  1810  and  the  mother  in  Grand  Isle  county, 
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Vermont,  in  1813.  Horace  Hurlburt,  who  in  early  industrial  life  worked 
for  others,  in  1847  bought  land  in  Franklin  county.  New  York,  where  he 
and  his  family  resided  until  1854.  He  then  removed  west  to  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  resided  there  one  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  on 
to  Buffalo  county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  he  was  disabled  by  an 
injury,  after  which  he  lived  with  a  son  in  Trempealeau  county  until  his 
death.  His  wife  died  at  Gilman,  Buffalo  county.  They  had  nine  children : 
Vincent,  Mamre,  Ellen  A.,  Louisa,  Mary,  Horace,  William,  Rodney  and 
Hannah.  Mamre  Hurlburt,  who  was  the  second  born  child  of  his  parents, 
first  attended  school  in  Franklin  county,  New  York,  and  afterwards  one 
winter  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin.  He  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was 
21  years  old,  and  two  years  later  became  a  soldier,  enlisting  in  1862  in 
Company  A,  20th  Wisconsin  regiment,  being  mustered  in  as  a  corporal 
at  Madison.  After  serving  nine  months  he  was  mustered  out  because 
of  impaired  health.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
bought  land  in  section  36,  township  24,  range  13.  By  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  1867  he  had  cleared  a  good  farm,  to  the  size  of  which  he  added 
from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  a  full  section.  He  also  erected  good 
buildings  and  made  other  improvements  until  he  had  the  best  farm  in  the 
township.  He  first  engaged  in  wheat  raising  but  later  raised  corn  and 
hogs,  always  raising  a  field  of  winter  wheat,  however,  to  help  out  his 
spring  work.  He  frequently  threshed  5,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  the  county. 
In  1901  he  removed  to  Durand,  though  retaining  the  ownership  of  his  farm 
until  1908.  When  he  came  here  he  purchased  his  present  home,  in  which 
he  has  resided  continuously.  Mr.  Hurlburt  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Durand,  and  is  a  man  of  ample  means,  having  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  money  out  on  interest,  and  holding  a  number  of  mort¬ 
gages.  His  affluence  is  the  result  of  many  years’  hard  labor  and  skilful 
management  of  his  resources.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  while  in 
Buffalo  county  represented  his  township,  serving  on  various  committees. 
He  has  also  served  as  alderman  in  Durand  for  one  term.  .  Mr.  Hurlburt  was 
married  April  25,  1867,  to  Hattie  Evans,  who  was  bom  in  Cambria  county, 
Pennsylvania,  Sept.  23,  1842,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Griffith) 
Evans.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Wales  who  came  to  this  country 
when  young  and  were  married  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Evans  being  a  stone 
mason  by  trade.  Later  they  removed  to  Illinois  and  from  that  state  came 
to  Wisconsin  in  1865,  locating  at  Nelson,  Buffalo  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  there  in  1883,  his  wife  having  previously  passed 
away  in  1869.  Their  daughter  Hattie  (Mrs.  Hurlburt)  was  the  third  born 
of  their  seven  children.  She  was  well  educated,  and  subsequently  be¬ 
came  a  teacher,  following  that  occupation  in  Illinois  for  the  modest  reriiu- 
neration  of  $1.50  a  week.  She  also  taught  school  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  one  year  in  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurlburt  have  been  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Lora,  wife  of  John  Ward,  a  farmer  of  Buffalo  county, 
and  the  mother  of  three  children,  John  J.,  Mamre  and  Lorena;  Jessie,  wife 
of  Arthur  Fox,  of  Cornell,  Wis.,  who  has  one  child,  Marion,  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin;  Mamre,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
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years  in  1881 ;  Harriet,  who  died  in  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Cora  J.,  residing  at  home;  and  Roy,  a  land  owner  of  Cornell,  Wis., 
who  married  Anna  Shaar  and  has  four  children,  Samuel,  Margaret,  Loretta 
and  Edwin;  Mr.  Fox,  husband  of  Jessie,  was  an  extensive  land  owner  in 
Pepin  county.  At  Cornell,  where  he  now  lives,  he  has  erected  100  or  more 
houses  in  the  Fox’s  addition.  Mr.  Hurlburt  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
post  at  Durand,  of  which  he  is  ex-vice  commander. 

Chester  Julius  Butler,  a  successful  farmer  of  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  operating  a  farm  of  176  acres  in  section  17,  was  born  in  Modena 
township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  Oct.  10,  1870,  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Matilda  (White)  Butler.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1845 
and  the  mother  in  Ohio  in  1855.  The  former,  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
Mondovi  village,  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  volunteer  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  wounded  three  times.  He  has  been  a  prominent 
citizen  of  his  township,  having  served  in  public  office,  and  is  a  man  highly 
respected,  and  with  a  large  acquaintance.  Chester  Julius  Butler  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  attending  district  school.  He 
worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  24  years  old,  acquiring  a  good  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  in  its  various  branches,  and  then  began  farming 
.for  himself.  In  1907  he  came  to  his  present  farm  of  176  acres,  on  which 
he  is  raising  both  crops  and  stock  with  profitable  results,  advancing  in 
prosperity  from  year  to  year.  His  political  principles  are  those  of  the 
Republican  party.  On  Nov.  27,  1895,  Mr.  Butler  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Rose  Harschlip,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Dora  (Babbits)  Harschlip. 
Her  parents  were  born  in  Germany,  the  father  in  1844  and  the  mother  in 
1846.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Buffalo  county  in  1850.  Mrs.  Dora  Harsch¬ 
lip  is  now  deceased.  The  daughter  Rose  was  given  a  good  education,  first 
attending  the  rural  school  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county,  later  the 
Durand  High  School,  and  afterwards  attending  the  summer  sessions  at 
normal  schools.  Being  thus  qualified  for  a  teacher,  she  followed  that  occu¬ 
pation  for  some  time  in  Dunn,  Pepin  and  Buffalo  counties.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Butler  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Charles  Leroy,  Orvin  Ephraim, 
Rexford  Milton,  Julius  Dean  (deceased),  Dorothy  Matilda,  Esther  Louisa, 
Vivian  Irene  and  Malcolm  Richard.  Mr.  Butler  is  a  member  of  the  camp 
of  Woodmen  at  Caryville,  Dunn  county.  He  and  his  family  have  a  good 
social  standing  in  their  township  and  the  vicinity. 

Lawrence  Kessinger,  educator  and  historical  writer,  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  Aug.  10,  1826;  came  to  America  in  1853,  lived  in  St. 
Louis  six  months,  and  then  taught  school  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  In  1855 
he  came  to  Buffalo  county,  located  at  Buffalo  City,  and  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life  followed  the  professions  of  teacher  and  surveyor.  He  was 
county  surveyor  of  Buffalo  county  two  terms,  and  county  superintendent 
of  schools  three  terms.  He  married  Mary  Schneider,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  had  four  children,  Alice,  Mary,  Charles  and  Matilda.  In  1889  he  wrote 
a  History  of  Buffalo  County,  which  has  been  the  basis  of  most  of  the 
historical  work  done  in  the  county  since  then. 

Fred  Stienke,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Canton  township,  now  deceased, 
was  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany.  There  he  was  married  to  Elnora  Harem, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


742 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


and  in  1861  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  bringing  with  them  their 
three  children,  Carl,  Herman  and  Augusta.  After  a  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  in  a  sailing  vessel  they  landed  in  this  country  and  came  west  to 
Wisconsin,  locating  first  in  La  Crosse,  where  Mr.  Stienke,  who  was  a 
strong,  vigorous  man,  found  employment  in  a  brickyard.  About  three 
years  later  he  gave  up  that  occupation  and  with  his  family  came  to  Buffalo 
county,  securing  80  acres  of  government  land  in  Canton  township.  To 
this  he  later  added  80  acres  of  railroad  land  and  finally  increased  his  hold¬ 
ings  to  200  acres.  His  original  tracts  were  wild,  as  well  as  the  surround¬ 
ing  country,  and  he  had  to  cut  a  road  to  his  property,  or  rather  clear  a 
passage,  as  it  was  years  before  a  real  road  was  constructed.  His  party 
consisted  of  eight  persons,  as  it  included  an  uncle  of  Michael  Stienke  and 
a  man  named  August  Heck.  For  the  first  few  days  the  family  made  their 
home  in  the  wagon.  Then  Mr.  Stienke  went  to  Durand  and  got  lumber 
with  which  to  build  a  shanty,  in  which  they  resided  until  the  fall,  when  a 
log  house  was  erected.  In  addition  to  the  ox  team,  Mr.  Stienke  had  two 
cows  and  two  calves.  Thus  provided,  he  began  the  life  of  a  pioneer  farmer, 
and  in  time,  through  hard  work  and  perseverance,  he  increased  in  pros¬ 
perity  until  he  and  his  family  reached  comfortable  circumstances.  Mr. 
Stienke  died  on  his  farm  in  1906,  at  the  age  of  80  years  and  five  months. 
His  wife’s  earthly  career  was  much  shorter,  as  she  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  52.  In  addition  to  the  three  children  who  came  with  them  from  Ger¬ 
many,  they  had  four  others — Albert,  Fred,  Rhinehold  and  Amelia,  who 
were  all  born  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  except  Albert,  and  he  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Stienke  and  family  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 

Carl  August  Stienke,  a  successful  farmer  and  respected  citizen  of 
Modena  township,  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  West  Prussia,  Germany, 
Dec.  10,  1849,  son  of  Fred  and  Elnora  (Harem)  Stienke.  He  first  attended 
school  in  his  native  land,  and  later  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.  After  the  family 
came  to  Buffalo  county  about  1863  he  had  no  further  educational  advan¬ 
tages,  having  to  help  his  father  clear  the  land.  Until  reaching  the  age 
of  30  years  he  resided  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  was  then  married 
to  Mary  Kreiger,  a  native  of  Germany.  He  then  settled  on  80  acres  of 
land  in  section  15,  Canton  township,  on  which  he  built  a  log  house,  16  acres 
of  the  land  being  then  cleared.  On  that  property  he  resided  for  ten  years, 
engaged  in  making  improvements.  He  then  sold  that  farm  and  bought 
one  in  Gilmanton  township.  This  estate,  which  he  purchased  in  1892,  con¬ 
tained  180  acres  of  land  and  was  a  splendid  piece  of  property.  There  he 
carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully,  raising  good  stock  and  real¬ 
izing  a  good  profit  from  the  place.  It  was  his  home  until  1913,  when  he 
sold  it  and  moved  to  Modena  township,  from  which  he  moved  to  the  village 
in  1916.  He  is  now  practically  retired,  except  that  for  the  last  four 
years  he  has  operated  a  threshing  machine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stienke  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Albert,  of  Mondovi  township;  Wilhelmina,  wife 
of  Sam  Meyer,  of  Modena  township ;  Richard,  of  Modena,  and  Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Martin  Hagen,  of  Modena.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 
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Walter  L.  Houser,  former  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
agriculturist,  stock  breeder,  journalist  and  man  of  affairs,  was  born  in 
Tidioute,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  6,  1855,  son  of  James  R.  and 
Margaret  L.  (Magee)  Houser.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  brought  to 
Wisconsin  by  his  mother  and  received  his  education  in  River  Falls.  For  a 
while  he  read  law  in  the  office  of  Abner  Morse.  Afterward  he  learned  the 
printers’  trade.  In  1876  he  came  to  Mondovi,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
That  year  he  founded  the  Mondovi  Herald,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  many  years.  He  became  interested  in  political  affairs  soon  after  his 
arrival,  and  became  a  leader  in  the  progressive  movement  which  did  so 
much  to  place  Wisconsin  in  the  forefront  in  political  and  economic  progress. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions,  served  on  numerous  commit¬ 
tees,  held  clerkships  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  occupied  many  local 
offices.  A  commanding  figure  in  state  affairs,  he  served  as  secretary  of 
state  of  Wisconsin  from  1903  to  1907,  and  in  1911  had  charge 
of  the  Progressive  Republican  Campaign  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In 
the  World  War  he  has  also  been  a  leader  in  the  civilian  work  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  for  nearly  a  year  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  work  in 
this  connection.  Since  early  youth,  Mr.  Houser  has  been  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  nature,  in  farming,  and  in  animals.  As  editor  of  a  country  news¬ 
paper,  he  found  little  opportunity  of  indulging  in  his  hobby  of  stock  rais¬ 
ing,  but  gradually  he  worked  into  it,  and  became  the  pioneer  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  some  of  the  best  farm  animals  ever  brought  into  the  state.  He 
has  won  a  wide  reputation  as  a  successful  breeder,  especially  of  horses  and 
cattle,  and  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  movements  instituting  the  baby 
beef  contests,  sheep  and  swine  contest,  and  other  activities  along  these 
lines  throughout  the  state.  His  property,  the  Ethelwold  Farms,  beauti¬ 
fully  located  on  a  commanding  site  at  the  edge  of  the  village  of  Mondovi, 
is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Houser  was  mar¬ 
ried  Feb.  6,  1877,  to  Susie  Legore,  daughter  of  John  Legore,  an  early 
settler. 

Christian  Von  Wald,  a  well  to  do  resident  of  the  city  of  Alma,  Buffalo 
county,  who  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  and  in  other  im¬ 
portant  offices,  was  born  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  Aug.  25,  1849.  His 
birthplace  was  the  farmhouse  of  his  parents,  Christ  and  Mary  (Thoeny) 
Von  Wald,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who  had  come  to  this  country  in  1847, 
accompanied  by  four  children,  Zula,  Leonard,  Agnes  and  Anna.  Landing 
after  a  seven  weeks’  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel,  they  proceeded  to  Sauk 
county,  Wisconsin,  which  location  they  had  in  mind,  and  where  they  bought 
wild  land  and  began  the  life  of  pioneer  farmers,  though  the  father’s  trade 
was  that  of  a  carpenter.  His  facility  with  the  axe  and  saw,  however, 
enabled  him  quickly  to  put  up  the  log  cabin  in  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born.  An  ox  team  was  used  on  the  farm,  the  oxen  being  also 
obliged  to  transport  the  family,  or  members  of  it,  to  Madison,  which  was 
the  nearest  or  most  convenient  market.  Sometimes,  however,  the  dis¬ 
tance  was  covered  on  foot.  Indians  were  plentiful  in  the  neighborhood, 
but  were  friendly.  There  Christ  Von  Wald  died  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  49  years.  His  wife,  surviving  him,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
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eight.  In  addition  to  the  children  already  mentioned,  two  others  were  bom 
to  them,  in  Sauk  county,  Charles,  and  a  brother  who  died  in  infancy. 
Christian  Von  Wald  spent  his  boyhood  years  on  the  pioneer  farm  of  his 
parents,  when  quite  young  playing  with  the  Indian  children,  from  whom  he 
learned  to  speak  their  language,  and  later  helping  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  home  and  came  to  Buffalo  county,  locating 
in  Modena  township,  where  he  found  employment  at  farm  work.  In  1865, 
being  then  only  sixteen  years  old,  he  bought  a  tract  of  80  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Modena  township,  and  began  to  clear  it,  still  continuing,  however, 
to  work  out  for  neighboring  farmers  at  intervals  in  order  to  earn  his  ex¬ 
penses.  His  first  dwelling  on  the  farm  was  a  log  house  that  he  built  him¬ 
self,  and  he  used  an  ox  team  in  breaking  and  plowing  his  land.  When  the 
blade  of  his  large  breaking  plow  got  dull  he  used  to  carry  it  to  town  on  his 
back  to  get  it  sharpened.  In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  600  acres  of 
land  in  Modena,  which  he  later  sold  and  then  purchased  505  acres  in  Mill 
Creek,  town  of  Alma,  and  erected  a  set  of  good  buildings  on  his  farm, 
which  he  cultivated  profitably  until  his  retirement  in  1902,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Alma.  In  early  days  he  was  a  great  hunter,  killing 
many  deer,  in  which  he  made  a  record  not  excelled,  if  equaled,  by  any  other 
hunter  in  the  county.  While  living  in  Modena  township  he  held  the  office 
of  supervisor  and  chairman  of  the  town  board,  serving  18  years  in  succes¬ 
sion  in  Modena  and  the  City  of  Alma,  and  was  appointed  bridge  commis¬ 
sioner  three  different  times.  He  also  served  on  the  school  board  as  clerk 
and  director,  holding  one  office  or  the  other  from  the  time  of  its  organiza¬ 
tion.  During  his  first  year’s  residence  in  Alma  he  was  elected  alderman 
and  has  held  that  position  ever  since.  In  nation?!  politics  he  is  a  Republi¬ 
can.  Mr.  Von  Wald  was  married  in  Racine,  Wis.,  to  Amelia  C.  Beinnert, 
who  was  borq  at  Lone  Rock,  in  Richland  county,  Wisconsin,  March  24, 
1856.  Their  wedding  took  place  July  9,  1879,  and  after  37  years  of  happy 
married  life  Mrs.  Von  Wald  died,  Oct.  22,  1916.  She  was  a  member  of 
Eastern  Star  lodge.  No.  148,  of  Alma,  and  her  memory  is  revered  as  that 
of  a  good  wife  and  mother.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  his  wife,  one,  Frank,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are: 
Albert  C.,  a  resident  of  Alma ;  Elmer  H.,  a  stock  buyer,  also  residing  here, 
and  Orville  L.  and  Richard,  who  are  living  on  the  home  farm,  having  pur¬ 
chased  it  in  1917. 

Justin  M.  Landwehr,  publisher  of  the  Buffalo  County  Republikaner, 
at  Fountain  City,  was  bom  July  20, 1885,  at  Fountain  City,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Landwehr.  Frank  Landwehr  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1872,  to  Galena,  Ill.,  later  he  moved  to  Bellevue,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  married  to  Emma  Herdeg,  on  Oct.  29,  1878.  In  1884  they 
moved  to  Fountain  City,  where  he  has  conducted  a  barber  shop  since  that 
time.  Justin  Landwehr  attended  the  Catholic  and  public  schools  in  Foun¬ 
tain  City  up  to  the  year  1900,  when  he  took  employment  at  the  printing 
office  of  the  Republikaner,  at  that  time  published  by  Emil  Wittzack.  He 
was  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Wittzack  for  10  years,  and  on  June  8,  1910, 
bought  him  out.  In  politics,  Mr.  Landwehr  is  a  Democrat.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church. 
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John  Buehler,  a  pioneer,  to  whose  efforts  were  largely  due  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo  county,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
1850.  From  Grant  county,  he  shortly  afterward  came  to  what  is  now 
Buffalo  county,  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  work  which  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  county.  When  the  county  was  organized  he  was 
elected  first  sheriff,  receiving  the  entire  eighteen  votes  cast.  He  was 
twice  thereafter  re-elected,  and  in  1890  was  elected  county  treasurer.  He 
built  the  first  grist  mill  at  Fountain  City  about  1857,  moved  to  Alma  in 
1872,  kept  the  Sherman  House  for  many  years,  and  died  at  Fountain  City 
in  1904.  His  wife,  Mary  Veraguth  was  likewise  born  in  Switzerland,  and 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1855. 

Theodore  Buehler,  dean  of  the  Buffalo  County  bar,  was  born  at  Foun¬ 
tain  City,  Oct.  23,  1857,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Veraguth)  Buehler,  the 
pioneers.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  taught  a  district  school 
in  1872  and  1874,  then  went  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  read  law  in  the  offices 
of  Ellis  &  Moser,  and  Meggett  &  TealL  He  returned  to  Buffalo  county  in 
1877,  did  clerical  work  in  the  office  of  Conrad  Moser,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1878,  and  has  practiced  law  at  Alma  ever  since.  He  was  elected 
district  attorney  in  1881,  and  again  served  from  1909  to  1916.  From  1893 
to  1897  he  was  postmaster  at  Alma.  He  is  a  member  of  numerous  organ¬ 
izations,  and  has  been  active  in  the  various  war  work  of  the  past  two 
years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  was  married  Jan.  19,  1880,  to 
Julia  Kneer,  who  was  born  Dec.  18,  1858,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
thias  Kneer,  who  for  many  years  conducted  the  Kneer  House  at  Eau 
Claire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buehler  have  seven  children. 

William  T.  Plummer,  a  well  to  do  farmer,  residing  in  section  23, 
Durand  township,  was  bom  in  Salem,  Mass.,  August  7, 1856,  son  of  William 
K.  and  Harriet  (Taylor)  Plummer.  His  parents  were  both  born  in  the 
eastern  part  of  New  Hampshire,  the  father  Aug.  12,  1826,  and  the  mother 
April  10,  1830.  The  former  became  a  dentist,  which  profession  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  some  time  in  the  eastern  states,  coming  to  Wisconsin  in  June, 
1857,  and  locating  on  Skinner  Prairie,  just  north  of  Durand.  Here  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  practice  dentistry,  but  also  purchased  a  small  farm,  which  he 
operated  until  his  death  in  August,  1860.  He  and  his  wife,  Harriet,  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  M.  Clem- 
enceaux,  the  present  premier  of  France;  Susie  K.,  who  died  in  1893,  and 
William  T.  Some  time  after  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Harriet  Plummer 
married  for  her  second  husband,  L.  G.  Wood,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Harry,  bom  at  Wood’s  Comers,  in  Durand  township,  Jan.  24,  1868, 
who  is  now  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Warren,  Minn.,  and  Hat¬ 
tie,  who  is  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  children,  after  residing  in  Pepin 
county  until  1881,  removed  to  Warren,  Minn.,  where  she  died  in  1905. 
William  T.  Plummer,  who  was  the  youngest  of  his  father’s  three  children, 
attended  school  in  Durand  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  then  became 
a  pupil  in  the  Wood  school,  afterwards  attending  Gale  University,  at  Gales- 
ville,  Wis.  At  the  age  of  17  years  he  began  earning  his  own  living  work¬ 
ing  for  others,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  his  marriage  in  1879,  at  which 
time  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  operating  land  on  shares  for 
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about  11  years.  He  then  bought  what  was  known  as  the  old  Stewart  farm, 
which  he  operated  for  15  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  moving  to  his 
present  place.  The  Stewart  farm  he  sold  two  years  later.  At  his  present 
location  he  has  68  acres  of  valuable  land  on  which  he  is  carrying  on  general 
farming,  having  a  well  equipped  place  both  with  respect  to  buildings  and 
machinery.  Mr.  Plummer  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Home  Telephone 
Company  and  owns  city  property  in  Durand,  both  residence  property  and 
vacant  lots.  He  has  made  money  by  hard  work  and  has  invested  it  wisely, 
being  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township. 
In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  interests  he  is  now  serving  in  his 
eleventh  year  as  a  director  in  the  Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  He  has  also  had  experience  as  a  public  official,  having  formerly  for 
a  number  of  years  been  a  member  of  the  township  board  and  a  director 
on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  On 
April  2,  1879,  Mr.  Plummer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Gertrude  Van 
Hoesen,  daughter  of  John  and  Jeanette  (James)  Van  Hoesen.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  came  to  Pepin  county  in  the 
spring  of  1867,  settling  on  land  that  is  now  a  part  of  Mr.  Plummer’s  farm. 
Here  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  died  in  1885  and  his  wife  in  September,  1901.  They 
had  two  children,  of  whom  their  daughter  Gertrude,  was  the  younger. 
The  other,  Ella,  died  at  Joplin,  Mo.,  in  March,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plum¬ 
mer  have  one  child,  Mary  F.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Van  Hoesen, 
and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Durand  township.  She  has  two  children,  Marcel 
and  Evelyn.  Mr.  Plummer  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  societies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  Beavers,  in 
the  last  mentioned  order  belonging  to  the  Worthy  Council.  Mrs.  Plummer 
is  a  member  of  the  Beavers  and  of  the  Red  Cross  society. 

Samuel  Lane  Plummer,  formerly  county  judge  of  Pepin  county,  and 
one  of  its  leading  business  men  and  agriculturists,  was  born  at  New  Hamp¬ 
ton,  N.  H.,  March  5,  1828,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Plummer.  His  school¬ 
ing  was  limited,  and  when  16  years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade.  A  year  later  he  went  to  Massachusetts,  working  in  Lowell, 
Lawrence  and  Boston  until  he  was  20  years  of  age,  when  he  sailed  for  New 
Orleans,  earning  his  passage  by  mending  sails  during  the  voyage.  A  year 
later  he  went  up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Cairo,  and  thence  on  foot  600 
miles  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  he  arrived  in  1849.  The  next  year  he  returned 
to  Massachusetts,  renewing  his  acquaintance  with  Eunice  Craig  Belknap, 
and  two  years  later  she  joined  him  in  southern  Wisconsin,  and  they  were 
married  at  Spring  Grove,  Green  county,  May  29,  1852.  She  was  born 
March  10,  1825,  at  Barnston,  East  Canada,  and  was  the  second  child  of 
Mitchel  Belknap  and  Elsie  Chartley  Mosher,  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  had  a  family  of  18  children.  After  residing  several  years  at  Spring 
Grove,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plummer  removed  in  1855  to  Bear  Creek  Valley  and 
soon  after  to  the  village  of  Durand.  Mr.  Plummer  built  a  saw  mill  on 
Bear  Creek,  which  was  the  first  frame  building  erected  in  the  valley.  In 
1861  he  purchased  of  the  Hon.  M.  D.  Bartlett  a  farm  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie, 
Waterville  township,  to  which  he  removed,  operating  it  until  1890,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  village  of  Arkansaw.  He  had  already  iden- 
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tified  himself  with  the  business  life  of  the  village,  having  in  1882  opened 
a  general  merchandise  store  there,  which,  with  his  sons,  he  conducted  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Plummer  was  elected  county  judge  of  Pepin 
county,  in  1861,  and  held  that  office  for  20  years.  In  1874  he  represented 
Dunn  and  Pepin  counties  in  the  legislature.  He  was  chairman  of  the  town 
of  Waterville  for  over  20  years,  during  much  of  which  time  he  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  county  board.  His  integrity  and  ability  were  widely  known 
and  he  held  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  At  three  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  March  21,  1897,  Judge  Plummer  died  at  his  home  in 
Arkansaw,  surrounded  by  his  entire  family.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  settlers  of  the  county  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  classes  of  citizens.  His  wife  and  eight  children  sur¬ 
vived  him,  the  latter  being  Samuel  F.,  Frank  S.,  David,  Arthur  S.,  Mary  H. 
(Mrs.  Walter  Anderson),  William  E.,  Carrie  A.  (Mrs.  B.  L.  Milliren),  and 
Lane  L.  One  daughter,  Lillian  E.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Frank  L.  Rounds, 
died  June  22,  1892.  Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Belknap  Plummer  continued  to  reside 
at  her  home  in  Arkansaw  until  Feb.  23,  1900,  when  she  passed  from  life’s 
scenes  to  rejoin  her  husband.  A  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  she  was  a  prayerful  and  godly  woman,  and  an  exemplary 
wife  and  mother,  who  had  made  her  life  a  blessing  by  counsel  and  example 
to  her  children  and  grandchildren.  In  seeing  all  her  children  well  settled 
in  life  she  had  realized  her  chief  earthly  desire  and  the  final  summons  found 
her  fully  prepared.  Comforted  by  their  presence  in  her  final  moments,  and 
by  faith  in  her  Redeemer,  she  entered  upon  her  heavenly  reward. 

Frank  S.  Plummer,  for  a  number  of  years  a  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  where,  until  his  death,  March  21, 
1914,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  at  Broadhead, 
Green  county,  Wis.,  Oct.  30, 1854,  son  of  Samuel  L.  and  Eunice  C.  (Belknap) 
Plummer.  His  parents  locating  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  in 
1861,  he  attended  district  school  here  and  at  an  early  age  began  working 
out.  When  17  years  old  he  became  connected  with  the  logging  industry 
being  employed  in  the  woods  in  winter  and  on  the  river  in  spring,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  thus  occupied,  with  intervals  of  farm  work,  until  his  marriage 
in  1888.  Then  settling  on  a  farm  in  Waterville  township,  he  operated  it 
for  nine  years,  subsequently  farmed  at  another  location  for  a  short  time, 
then  resided  three  months  in  Arkansaw  village,  and  finally  took  the  farm 
in  section  35,  Waterville  township,  on  which  his  widow  now  resides.  It 
consists  of  160  acres,  with  118  more  separated  from  the  main  body  by  Dead 
Lake.  On  this  property  he  made  many  improvements,  carrying  on  general 
farming  with  profitable  results,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  Waterville 
township’s  progressive  and  reliable  citizens.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  telephone  company,  but  later  sold  his  interests  in  that  con¬ 
cern.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  county  board,  and 
had  served  on  the  school  board  for  a  number  of  years.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  while  his  fraternal  connections  were  with  the  Odd  Fellows. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His  tastes  were 
strongly  domestic  and  he  found  his  greatest  pleasure  in  the  society  of  his 
wife  and  children.  Frank  S.  Plummer  was  married,  Sept.  9,  1888,  to 
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Lillian  R.  Tawye,  who  was  born  near  Glencoe,  McLeod  county,  Minn., 
daughter  of  Joseph  L.  and  Rosabel  (Demo)  Tawye.  Their  domestic  life 
was  perfected  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  Lillie  C.,  Nettie  R.,  Frank  H. 
and  William  E.  Lillie  C.  is  now  the  wife  of  Harry  W.  Barton,  a  farmer  of 
Wabasha  county,  Minn.;  Nettie  R.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  dressmaking 
business  in  Durand  married  Ralph  H.  Kriss;  Frank  H.,  enlisted  in  the 
army  July  12,  1917,  and  is  now  in  service.  William  E.,  who  married  Agnes 
Brukner,  of  Durand,  was  in  the  employ  of  Richard  Walters,  of  that  place, 
until  he  joined  the  United  States  army  in  France.  Since  her  husband’s 
death  Mrs.  Plummer  has  resided  on  the  home  farm,  but  expects  at  no  dis¬ 
tant  date  to  dispose  of  the  property  and  retire  to  some  other  location. 

Joseph  Tawye,  Sr.,  in  former  days  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen 
of  Waterville  township,  but  now  passed  away,  was  born  at  St.  John,  Can¬ 
ada,  March  12,  1834.  With  his  parents  he  moved  to  Massachusetts,  when 
eleven  years  old,  a  few  years  later  to  Vermont,  and  in  1852  to  the  state  of 
New  York.  At  Dickinson,  that  state,  he  was  married,  Dec.  31,  1853,  to 
Rosabel  Demo,  who  was  born  at  North  Ero,  Grand  Isle  county,  Vermont, 
May  29,  1833,  and  who  moved  to  Franklin  county,  New  York,  in  1852.  In 
1866  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tawye  came  west  to  Minnesota,  settling  near  Glencoe, 
McLeod  county,  but  after  a  stay  there  of  two  years  they  came  to  a  home 
near  Arkansaw,  then  removed  to  Pepin,  where  they  lived  five  years,  return¬ 
ing  to  the  town  of  Waterville  in  1880.  Here  Mr.  Tawye  resided  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  71  years,  April  26,  1905.  He  was  an  unusually  kind 
husband  and  father,  a  man  of  excellent  habits,  a  good  neighbor  and  an 
honest,  patriotic  citizen.  He  was  also  one  of  those  brave  men  who  risked 
their  lives  to  save  the  union  of  the  states,  enlisting  Aug.  27,  1862,  in  the 
Volunteer  Infantry  of  New  York,  and  being  honorably  discharged  June  3, 
1863.  During  the  dark  days  of  1864,  when  the  fate  of  the  nation  seemed 
to  hang  in  the  balance,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  At  his  funeral  the  G.  A.  R.  veterans 
formed  the  guard  of  honor  and  laid  his  remains  to  rest  in  the  Arkansaw 
cemetery  with  many  tears.  His  wife,  Rosabel,  survived  him  until  Aug.  3, 
1913,  when  on  Sunday  morning  she  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Arkansaw, 
aged  80  years,  two  months  and  two  days.  Eight  children  survived  their 
aged  mother,  namely,  Henry,  Windfield,  Josettie,  Joseph,  Willie,  Lillie, 
Andrew  and  Rose. 

Lewis  C.  Schrader,  proprietor  of  a  very  productive  farm  of  160  acres 
in  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  Dec.  31,  1861,  son  of  William  and  Amelia  (Strese)  Schrader.  Both 
parents  were  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  the  father  Sept.  24,  1830,  and  the 
mother  in  1839.  In  1866  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  and  after  living  for  a  number  of  years  a  life  of  contented 
and  honest  industry,  they  both  passed  to  their  final  rest.  Their  family 
was  large,  numbering  11  children,  of  whom  Lewis  C.  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  The  others  were :  Etta,  August,  Paulina,  William,  Matilda, 
Amelia,  Margaret,  Clara,  Albert  and  Edward.  Lewis  C.  Schrader  attended 
district  school  in  Waterville  township.  He  began  working  out  for  neigh¬ 
boring  farmers  when  16  years  old  and  at  the  age  of  27  years  bought  the 
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place  where  he  now  lives.  The  place  was  then  covered  with  timber  which 
he  has  cleared  off  by  his  own  efforts.  His  farm  is  now  under  good  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  is  yielding  satisfactory  financial  returns.  Mr.  Schrader  is  a  Catho¬ 
lic  in  religion  and  attends  the  church  of  that  faith  at  Eau  Galle.  In  politics 
a  Republican,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Waubeek  town  board  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  On  Dec.  26,  1889,  Mr.  Schrader  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Margaret  Scheckel,  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Margaret  (White)  Scheckel. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schrader  have  four  children:  Mary  Idell,  Charles  Phillip, 
Jacob  Paul  and  Ida  Pearl.  Mary  Idell  married  Wesley  Burke,  a  farmer  in 
Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  and  they  have  three  children,  Margaret, 
Geraldine  and  Joseph  Darrell.  Charles  Phillip,  whose  home  is  at  Rhine¬ 
lander,  Wis.,  is  now  in  the  United  States  service.  He  married  Irene 
Peterson. 

Phillip  Scheckel,  pioneer  steamboat  captain  on  the  Chippewa  river, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Luxemburg, 
Nov.  15,  1834.  While  still  a  boy  he  lost  his  father,  who  was  killed  in  a 
runaway  accident.  As  he  grew  older  he  heard  about  America,  which  he 
came  to  realize  was  a  land  of  superior  opportunities  for  the  industrious 
and  ambitious.  The  facts  he  learned  made  him  resolve  to  seek  his  fortune 
here  and  he  freely  expressed  this  intention.  His  mother  sought  to  discour¬ 
age  this  ambition  and  one  day  jokingly  offered  him  money  to  make  the 
journey.  To  her  surprise  he  accepted  it  and  embarked  for  America.  Mr. 
Scheckel  reached  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  had  a  cousin,  in  the  spring  of 
1855.  In  October  of  that  year  he  came  up  the  river  to  this  section,  which 
was  then  a  mere  wilderness,  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Durand  being 
a  swamp.  In  speaking  of  those  early  conditions  Mr.  Scheckel  remarked: 
“If  anybody  had  told  me  this  land  would  some  day  amount  to  something, 
or  a  city  be  built  on  it,  I  wouldn’t  have  believed  it.  But  as  years  went  by 
the  land  was  drained,  a  site  platted,  and  the  old  town  moved  down  from 
the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek.  The  change  has  surely  been  a  wonderful  one.” 
In  the  fall  of  1855  Mr.  Scheckel  looked  over  this  section,  went  to  Eau  Claire 
and  then  to  Menominie,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  He  stayed,  however,  but  two  days,  and  then  journeyed  to  Hudson 
and  back  to  Beef  Slough,  spending  the  winter  chopping  wood  in  the  bot¬ 
toms  near  Alma.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  was  hired  by  Carson  &  Rand, 
for  whom  he  worked  until  1857,  and  then  again  entered  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  That  winter  was  spent  in  the  pineries  and  the  next 
spring  Mr.  Scheckel  hired  out  to  C.  C.  Washburn,  afterwards  senator,  who 
had  a  sawmill  in  Waubeek  and  stayed  with  him  seven  years,  during  which 
time  he  became  a  pilot  on  one  of  Mr.  Washburn’s  boats.  In  the  winter, 
with  four  yoke  of  oxen  and  teams,  he  built  bridges  over  creeks  to  facilitate 
travel  to  the  pineries.  During  those  years  he  had  many  interesting  experi¬ 
ences,  occasionally  pleasant,  but  often  otherwise.  In  1861  the  Waubeek 
boom  broke  and  the  men  in  camp  at  Menominee  went  on  a  strike  because 
they  had  no  molasses,  but  a  compromise  was  effected  and  they  returned 
to  work  on  being  promised  fried  cakes.  In  1864  Mr.  Scheckel  again  hired 
out  to  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  remained  in  their  employ  for  a  period  of 
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36  years.  The  last  raft  of  the  company  was  towed  down  the  river  by  him 
in  1892  to  Reed’s  Landing.  In  1870  he  made  a  successful  entry  into  poli¬ 
tics,  being  elected  county  treasurer  by  a  majority  of  237  in  a  strongly 
Republican  election.  In  Stockholm  they  called  him  Scheckelson,  many 
believing  he  was  a  Scandinavian.  After  1857  and  until  his  death,  Sept.  24, 
1910,  Captain  Scheckel — to  give  him  the  name  by  which  he  was  usually 
known — resided  in  Waubeek.  During  his  long  and  active  career,  which 
in  earlier  days  was  full  of  adventure,  he  showed  himself  a  resourceful  and 
enterprising  man.  He  was  the  first  to  build  brush  wing  dams  to  aid  navi¬ 
gation,  but  an  invention  he  did  not  patent,  and  which  might  have  made  him 
rich,  was  the  jinny-pole  for  holding  rafts  together.  This  proved  very 
useful.  In  1861  he  built  the  boat  called  the  “Golden  Star,”  which  he  sold 
in  1863  to  Capt.  Herman.  Among  the  early  river  boats  was  the  “Phil 
Scheckel,”  named  after  the  Captain,  which  not  so  many  years  ago  was  still 
in  service,  being  used,  however,  in  ocean  transportation  work  off  the  coast 
of  Florida  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  In  1866  Captain  Scheckel  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Margartha  White,  who  died  in  1904.  This  union 
was  blessed  by  seven  children :  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Manore,  of  Durand ; 
Margaret,  now  Mrs.  L.  C.  Schrader ;  Charles ;  Jessie,  wife  of  Ed  Taylor,  of 
Arkansaw;  Anna,  who  married  Fred  Mans,  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county; 
Ida,  who  is  deceased,  and  Catherine. 

The  Weber  Brothers,  Frank,  Jr.,  and  Henry,  are  among  the  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  successful  young  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Albany  township, 
Pepin  county,  their  farm  of  320  acres  being  located  in  section  28.  They 
are  sons  of  Frank,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Bauer)  Weber,  the  date  of  Frank  junior’s 
nativity  being  June  21,  1892,  and  that  of  Henry,  March  16,  1894.  The 
father,  Frank  Weber,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  Austria,  in  1864,  and  was  there 
educated,  being  reared  by  his  grandmother  until  the  age  of  14.  When  17 
years  old  he  came  to  America,  and  although  unable  to  speak  English,  soon 
found  employment  working  for  others  and  in  the  woods  at  lumbering.  He 
later  engaged  in  farming  and  is  now  operating  288  acres  in  section  31,  Lima 
township.  His  wife,  Mary  BaUer  Weber,  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sophia  (Komro)  Bauer.  Her  parents  came  to  America  about 
1884,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  this  county.  Her  father  is  still 
living,  but  her  mother  died  about  1905.  Frank  Weber,  Jr.,  and  his  brother 
Henry,  were  both  born  in  Lima  township,  and  attended  school  here  in  their 
youth.  They  received  a  good  training  in  agricultural  methods  and  are  both 
thoroughly  practical  farmers.  On  October  27,  1914,  Frank  Weber  mar¬ 
ried  Amelia  Weisenbeck,  and  then  he  and  his  brother  began  farming  on 
their  present  place,  which  they  had  purchased  together.  The  farm  con¬ 
sists  of  320  acres  of  valuable  land,  with  good  substantial  buildings,  and 
they  are  operating  it  as  a  general  stock  farm,  breeding  up  in  Durham  cat¬ 
tle  and  also  raising  sheep  and  hogs.  On  June  6,  1917,  Henry  Weber  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Weisenbeck,  a  sister  of  his  brother’s  wife, 
and  the  two  families  occupy  the  same  residence.  The  Weisenbeck  sisters 
were  bom  in  Burnside  Valley,  Buffalo  county,  and  are  daughters  of  Michael 
and  Anna  (Fidi)  Weisenbeck,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Germany  and 
the  mother  of  Lima  township,  this  county.  Michael  Weisenbeck  is  now 
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operating  a  large  farm  in  Buffalo  county  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Burn¬ 
side  Creamery.  The  two  daughters,  Amelia  and  Mary,  were  the  two  eldest 
children  in  a  family  of  13,  Amelia  being  the  first  born.  One  child,  Marion 
Anna,  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Weber,  Jr.  The  two  families 
belong  to  the  Catholic  church  at  Mondovi. 

Theodore  Olson,  proprietor  of  an  excellent  farm  of  220  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  20,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  is  a  good  representative  of 
the  self-made  man,  owing  nothing  to  any  initial  advantages  of  fortune, 
but  enjoying  solely  the  reward  of  his  own  industry.  He  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
fort  township,  this  county,  Feb.  12,  1873,  son  of  Ole  and  Christina  (Ander¬ 
son)  Olson.  The  parents  were  born  in  Sweden,  the  father  in  1839.  Settling 
in  Frankfort  township,  they  here  engaged  in  farming.  In  1881  the  father 
died,  the  mother  having  passed  away  several  years  before,  and  Theodore 
was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  His  subsequent  years  up  to 
the  age  of  14  were  spent  with  relatives  in  Minnesota,  and  he  then  began 
working  away  from  home.  He  was  employed  on  farms  in  Illinois  and  after¬ 
wards  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 
Since  he  returned  to  Pepin  county  in  1898,  he  has  been  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  at  his  present  location.  His  farm  of  220  acres  is  well 
improved,  being  provided  with  modern  buildings  and  up-to-date  machinery, 
and  he  is  operating  it  as  a  stock  farm,  breeding  Hereford  cattle.  He  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Independent  in 
politics,  he  is  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards,  on  both  which  he 
has  performed  useful  service,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church 
at  Little  Plum,  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  Olson  was  married,  Nov.  27, 
1900,  to  Hannah  Ericson,  who  was  born  in  this  township,  daughter  of 
Erick  and  Brita  Ericson,  her  parents  being  farmers  and  natives  of  Sweden. 
She  was  educated  at  the  Little  Plum  school  in  Frankfort  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Olson  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Marvel  Christina,  is  at¬ 
tending  the  high  school  of  Pepin;  John  Clifford  and  Theodore  Franklin, 
all  residing  at  home,  and  who  give  bright  promise  of  future  usefulness  in 
whatever  station  of  life  they  may  occupy.  Thirty-six  years  have  elapsed 
since  Mr.  Olson  was  left  an  orphan  child,  but  during  that  period  he  has 
climbed  steadily  upward  until  he  now  occupies  an  independent  position 
in  life,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
His  record  shows  the  value  of  self-help  and  may  well  be  imitated  by  the 
youth  of  the  present  generation. 

William  Maxwell,  who  is  now  living  practically  retired  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Arkansaw,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  an  early  settler 
in  this  county,  having  arrived  here  half  a  century  ago.  He  was  born  at 
Hemmingford,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  June  11,  1841,  son  of 
William  and  Isabella  (Flood)  Maxwell.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  which  country  they  were  married.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  they  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming. 
At  a  later  period  he  removed  to  Irondale,  Upper  Canada,  where  the  rest  of 
his  life  was  spent.  Previous  to  his  removal  his  first  wife,  Isabella,  had 
died,  and  he  subsequently  contracted  a  second  marriage.  There  were  four 
children  born  of  the  first  union,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was 
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the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  is  the  only  one  now  living.  William  Max¬ 
well  (the  second  of  the  name)  attended  school  in  Canada,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  he  was  15  years  old.  Then,  like  many  Canadian  youth,  he 
was  attracted  by  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the  states,  and,  leaving 
home,  went  to  Vermont,  where  he  found  employment.  Until  he  was  21 
he  sent  a  part  of  his  earnings  to  his  parents,  and  remained  in  Vermont 
subsequently  until  1865.  Then  he  felt  the  lure  of  the  West  and  turned  his 
steps  in  this  direction.  After  halting  a  few  months  in  Illinois,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  north  to  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  where  he  found  employ¬ 
ment  during  the  winter  of  1865-66  working  in  the  woods  for  Carson  & 
Rand,  lumbermen.  The  following  harvest  season  he  spent  in  Minnesota, 
after  which  he  joined  a  bridge  crew  on  Zumbro  River  and  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  until  November.  His  next  move  was  to  Superior  and  thence  to  Fond 
du  Lac,  where  he  worked  in  a  slate  mine  until  1867.  In  that  year — a 
notable  one  for  him — he  came  to  Pepin,  and  on  the  day  after  Christmas, 
Dec.  26,  1867,  was  married  to  Ann  Jane  Thompson,  a  native  of  this  county 
and  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Kate  (Baskin)  Thompson.  Her  father  was 
born  in  an  eastern  state  and  her  mother  in  Ireland,  and  they  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  in  Pepin  county.  Both  are  now  deceased.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Maxwell  settled  on  a  farm,  two  miles  above  the  village  of 
Eau  Galle.  There  he  resided  until  1876,  improving  his  farm,  which  he  then 
sold,  removing  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  Here  he  purchased 
an  unimproved  tract,  consisting  of  160  acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  he 
resided  for  22  years,  during  which  time  he  cleared  the  land,  erected  good 
buildings  and  developed  the  property  into  a  good  farm.  In  October,  1898, 
he  sold  it  to  his  two  sons,  William  S.,  and  Forest  F.,  and  moved  to  his 
present  location,  adjoining  the  village  of  Arkansaw,  where  he  has  ten 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivates  merely  in  order  to  have  something  to 
do.  At  that  time  also  he  built  the  nice  modem  residence  in  which  he  now 
lives,  and  became  the  owner  of  three  different  farms.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  men  to  take  stock  in  the  Waterville  Creamery,  and  is  still  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  it.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  on  the  township  board  and 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  15  years.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 
Mr.  Maxwell’s  first  wife,  Mrs.  Ann  Jane  Maxwell,  died  Jan.  21,  1889.  She 
had  borne  him  five  children:  William  S.,  now  residing  on  the  old  Maxwell 
farm  near  Arkansaw,  who  married  Rose  Leisinger  and  has  five  children: 
Franklin  James,  who  is  engaged  in  the  stock  business  on  a  ranch  in  Mon¬ 
tana  ;  Walter  I.,  also  in  the  stock  business  in  Montana,  who  married  Pean 
Miller,  and  has  two  children ;  Katie  Belle,  wife  of  John  Larson,  a  Montana 
ranchman,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  and  Forrest,  a  farmer  of  Water¬ 
ville  township,  Pepin  county,  who  married  Vida  Tulip,  of  this  township, 
and  has  two  children.  On  May  20,  1890,  Mr.  Maxwell  married  for  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Nellie  Curtiss,  who  was  bora  in  Ohio,  daughter  of  Lowell  E. 
and  Julia  A.  (Pollard)  Curtiss.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Granville, 
Mass.,  who  came  in  1858  to  this  part  of  Pepin  county  and  was  employed 
for  some  time  in  a  grist  mill.  He  also  took  land  and  improved  a  farm,  his 
first  home  being  a  small  board  shanty.  On  the  property  he  developed, 
which  was  located  in  Waterville  township,  he  resided  until  his  death,  Feb. 
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22,  1893.  His  wife,  Julia,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  survived  him 
some  ten  years  or  more,  passing  away  Sept.  8,  1903.  During  early  days 
Mr.  Curtiss  held  various  town  offices,  including  that  of  assessor,  but  de¬ 
clined  other  opportunities  for  political  advancement!  He  and  his  wife  had 
five  children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Nellie  (Mrs.  Maxwell),  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  She  acquired  a  good  education,  attending  school 
in  Pepin  county,  and  at  River  Falls,  Normal,  then  in  Minneapolis  for  one 
term,  and  subsequently  Gale  University  (now  Gale  College),  at  Galesville, 
Wis.  For  a  number  of  years  she  taught  school  efficiently  in  Pepin,  Pierce 
and  Dunn  counties. 

Charles  Leslie  Longsdorf,  proprietor  of  a  good  paying  stock  farm  in 
section  3,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  and  the  owner  of  other  agri¬ 
cultural  property,  was  born  in  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota,  May  17,  1871, 
son  of  George  W.  and  Anna  M.  (Fair)  Longsdorf.  His  parents,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  in  1841  and  the  mother  in  1847, 
removed  to  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota,  in  1867,  later  coming  from  that 
locality  to  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  are 
still  residing  on  a  farm.  Charles  Leslie  Longsdorf  was  educated  in  this 
township,  attending  district  school.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
20  years  of  age  and  then  engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  being  thus 
occupied  in  Frankfort  township  for  15  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
went  to  Perkins  county,  South  Dakota,  where  he  took  a  homestead  and 
remained  four  years,  his  wife  and  family  holding  down  the  homestead 
while  he  was  engaged  in  construction  work  in  both  North  and  South 
Dakota ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mrs.  Longsdorf  was  away  from  the 
claim  but  one  night  during  the  proving  up  period,  which  was  18  months. 
While  residing  in  Perkins  county  Mr.  Longsdorf  took  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  being  chairman  of  the  committee  that  organized  and  named 
Rockford  township,  and  at  different  times  holding  practically  all  of  the 
various  town  offices.  In  1912  he  returned  to  Frankfort  township,  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  resumed  agricultural  operations  here.  He  now 
has  a  good  farm  of  90  acres,  on  which  he  is  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  he  also  still  owns  his  280-acre  farm  in  Perkins 
county,  South  Dakota.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone 
Company,  and  is  a  man  ever  ready  to  take  his  part  as  a  good  citizen  in 
any  project  calculated  to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Longsdorf  is  a  Republican,  and  is  chairman  of  the  town  board  and 
a  member  of  the  county  board.  Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  modern  enter¬ 
prise,  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  good  roads,  and  is  rendering  useful  service 
as  a  member  of  the  road  and  bridge  committee  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  state  highway  commission.  On  March  11,  1897,  Mr.  Longsdorf 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma  Carpenter,  who  was  born  in  Stock¬ 
holm  township,  this  county,  Feb.  20, 1874,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Martha 
(Quiner)  Carpenter.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  her 
mother  of  Connecticut.  They  settled  at  an  early  date  in  Stockholm  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  where  their  daughter  Emma  attended 
school.  Later  she  pursued  her  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Fountain  City, 
Wis.,  and  for  several  years  taught  school  in  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Longsdorf  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Elithe  and  Lisle  L.  Elithe, 
born  June  9,  1898,  was  graduated  from  the  Durand  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1916,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  entered  the  Winona 
General  Hospital,  where  she  is  training  for  a  nurse.  Lisle  L.,  born  Jan. 
1,  1901,  is  now  a  senior  in  the  Durand  high  school,  and  after  his  graduation 
will  enter  the  State  University  at  Madison  to  take  up  civil  engineering. 
The  family  are  affiliated,  through  attendance,  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longsdorf  are  members  of  the  Beaver  lodge  at 
Arkansaw,  Mr.  Longsdorf  also  belonging  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Frankfort. 

Alexander  Risler,  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  of  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  is  operating  a  good  farm  of  200  acres, 
was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  Feb.  26,  1879,  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  Risler.  His  parents  were  early  settlers  in  Lima  township,  locating 
there  about  50  years  ago,  on  coming  to  this  country  from  Austria.  They 
were  farmers  by  occupation  and  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Alex  was 
the  youngest.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  rural  school  in  Lima  township 
and(  resided  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  21  years  old.  After  that  he 
worked  for  neighboring  farmers  until  1901,  when  he  bought  his  present 
place  and  engaged  in  agriculture  on  his  own  account.  His  200  acres  of 
fertile  land  is  provided  with  good  buildings  which  he  has  erected,  and  he 
is  carrying  on  general  farming  on  a  profitable  basis,  giving  his  whole 
attention  to  his  business.  Mr.  Risler  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima.  September  16,  1902,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Weisinger,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Mary  Weisinger, 
natives  of  Austria,  who  came  to  the  United  States  36  years  ago,  but 
are  now  deceased.  They  were  both  born  in  1854,  and  after  coming  to  this 
country  settled  in  Waterville  township,  this  county,  where  they  spent  the 
rest  of  their  lives,  and  where  their  daughter  Mary  attended  rural  school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Risler  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Henry,  Josie,  Frank, 
Leopold  and  Charles,  all  of  whom  are  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Risler  is  a 
man  of  industrious  habits  and  progressive  ideas,  and  has  attained  to  a 
prosperous  condition  in  life  through  his  own  exertions.  He  and  his  family 
are  well  known  and  respected  throughout  this  part  of  Pepin  county. 

Ed  M.  Bardiil,  who  with  his  brother,  Emil  Bardill,  for  several  years 
published  the  Pepin  County  Courier,  at  Durand,  was  born  at  Alma,  Buffalo 
county,  Wis.,  Feb.  9,  1891,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Roffler)  Bardill. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  but  were  married  in  Alma,  Wis. 
John  Bardill  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and  worked  at 
lumbering  in  the  woods  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  following  the  voca¬ 
tion  of  a  cook  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a  boy  of  four  years.  His  wife  died  about  six  years  later. 
They  had  three  children:  John,  now  engaged  in  business  as  a  barber  at 
Glasgow,  Mont.,  and  Ed  M.  and  Emil.  Ed  M.  Bardill  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  mainly  in  the  schools  of  Alma,  but  has  supplemented  his  school 
studies  by  judicious  reading.  By  the  time  he  was  19  he  had  learned  the 
printer’s  trade  and  subsequently  followed  it  in  La  Crosse  for  a  year.  After 
that  he  spent  a  year  in  a  printing  office  at  St.  Charles,  Minn.,  going  from 
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there  to  Plainview,  Minn.,  where  he  was  similarly  occupied  for  three  years. 
He  then  spent  six  months  in  Langford,  South  Dakota,  coming  to  Durand 
June  1,  1914.  Here,  in  company  with  his  brother  Emil,  he  purchased  the 
Pepin  County  Courier,  a  weekly  newspaper,  from  Mrs.  J.  D.  Eldridge, 
whose  husband  was  the  oldest  newspaper  man  in  the  county.  Ed  M.  took 
charge  of  the  editorial  end  of  the  work,  while  Emil  looked  after  the  mechan¬ 
ical  department.  They  made  many  improvements  in  the  office,  and  were 
on  the  high  road  to  prosperity,  when  in  April,  1918,  they  entered  the  service 
of  their  country.  At  that  time  they  sold  the  Courier  to  Barton  &  Crippen, 
of  the  Entering  Wedge,  who  have  consolidated  the  paper  as  the  Courier- 
Wedge.  Ed  M.  Bardill,  while  in  Durand,  was  a  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club  and  of  the  Durand  Benefit  Society.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order. 

George  W.  Myers,  a  well  known  dairy  and  stock  farmer  of  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  having  a  good  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  7,  was 
born  at  Porcupine,  Frankfort  township,  this  county,  Oct.  27,  1868,  being 
the  first  white  child  born  in  that  township.  His  parents  were  Charles  and 
Adelaide  (Bennett)  Myers.  The  father,  born  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  24, 
1830,  came  to  Pepin  county  in  1861,  settling  on  what  has  since  been  known 
as  the  Myers  homestead  in  Frankfort  township,  which  was  afterwards  his 
home  until  his  death.  In  the  Civil  War  he  served  nine  months  in  a  heavy 
artillery  company,  and  lost  his  hearing  in  the  service.  This  misfortune 
was  the  cause  of  his  death  more  than  40  years  later,  as  in  1906  he  was 
Killed  by  a  train,  while  walking  on  the  track  at  Stockholm.  His  wife  is 
now  a  resident  of  Arkansaw,  this  county.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  George  W.  was  the  third  born.  The  latter  attended 
district  school  at  Porcupine  and  lived  at  home  until  18  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  work  for  loggers  on  the  Mississippi  river,  being  thus  occupied 
during  six  spring  drives.  In  the  fall  he  worked  at  threshing  in  North 
Dakota  and  in  the  winter  was  employed  in  the  woods.  These  were  his 
regular  occupations  until  he  reached  the  age  of  27  years,  and  were  suffi¬ 
ciently  varied  and  active  to  suit  a  young  man  of  adventurous  spirit.  In 
the  fall  of  1887,  he  with  his  brother,  Ben  .C.,  rode  on  horseback  from  Park 
River,  N.  D.,  to  Grand  Forks,  that  state,  thence  to  Fargo,  from  there  to 
St.  Paul,  and  from  the  last  mentioned  place  to  Porcupine,  Pepin  county. 
Finally,  having  made  up  his  mind  to  give  up  rambling  and  engage  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  himself,  with  a  view  to  future  independence,  as  a  desirable  pre¬ 
liminary  he  married,  on  July  27,  1893,  Mina  Brown,  daughter  of  Green 
and  Ann  (Lyons)  Brown,  and  a  native  of  Waterville  township.  During 
the  first  two  years  of  their  married  life  they  lived  on  a  rented  farm  on 
Dead  Lake  Prairie,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  moved  to  their  present 
place.  Here  Mr.  Myers  built  a  comfortable  log  house,  to  which  he  subse¬ 
quently  made  additions,  and  which  has  been  the  family  home  for  many 
years.  He  has  recently,  however,  completed  a  new  modern  residence  of 
seven  rooms,  with  bath  and  furnace  heat,  arrangements  having  also  been 
made  for  a  modern  lighting  plant.  He  is  operating  his  place  profitably 
as  a  dairy  and  stock  farm,  raising  pure-blooded  Belgian  horses  and  other 
good  stock,  and  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Waterville  Creamery, 
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the  Telephone  Company  and  the  Woodman  Hall  Company  at  Arkansaw. 
His  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
in  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  To  him  and  his  wife  six  children  have  been 
born :  Blanche  Fern,  wife  of  James  Sweeny,  Jr. ;  Gale  Finley,  who  is  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  on  the  home  farm ;  Anna  Marie  and  Laverne  Edward,  resid¬ 
ing  at  home ;  Lindon  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  17  months  and  four  days, 
and  Elwood  Roscoe,  who  lives  at  home. 

Green  Brown,  a  former  well  known  resident  of  Waterville  township, 
was  born  in  England,  and  in  early  life  was  a  sea-faring  man,  sailing  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  for  21  years.  He  continued  his  adventurous  career  by 
enlisting  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  served  during  its  entire  period. 
After  being  honorably  discharged  from  the  army,  he  came  to  Mondovi, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  from  there  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  locating  on  a  homestead  in  section  6.  There  he  remained  engaged 
in  farming  until  1891,  in  which  year  he  retired  and  moved  to  Arkansaw, 
where  he  died,  in  1897.  His  wife  survived  him  eleven  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Mina,  who  was  educa¬ 
ted  in  the  Knight  District  School,  No.  7,  is  now  the  wife  of  Geo.  W.  Myers. 

Vinz  Komro,  a  well  known  land  owner  and  agriculturist,  whose  fine 
farm  of  200  acres  is  located  in  section  18,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
was  born  in  Austria,  Jan.  2. 1863.  His  parents,  Joseph  Komro  and  Johanna 
Shabel,  were  also  natives  of  Austria,  the  father  being  a  farmer.  Coming 
to  the  United  States  in  1872,  they  located  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township, 
this  county,  where  Mrs.  Johanna  Komro  died  in  1911,  her  husband  sur¬ 
viving  her  until  1913.  Vinz,  who  was  the  fourth  born  of  their  five  chil¬ 
dren,  attended  school  in  Lima  township  for  a  while,  but  soon  began  working 
out.  Residing  at  home  until  21  years  old,  he  then  married  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  this  township.  He  did  not,  however,  remain  at  his  first  loca¬ 
tion,  but  later  bought  a  farm  near  Lima  church,  which  he  operated  for  ten 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  it  and  bought  his  present  place, 
containing  at  the  present  time  200  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  where  he  is 
carrying  on  general  farming  with  profitable  results.  He  also  owns  39 
acres  of  timberland  and  20  acres  of  meadow,  seven  miles  from  his  farm. 
Independent  in  politics,  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  In  religion 
he  is  a  Catholic,  attending  church  at  Lima.  Mr.  Komro  was  married  April 
28,  1884,  to  Katherine  Lachner,  a  native  of  Austria.  Her  parents  dying 
when  she  was  a  young  child,  she  came  to  America  with  relatives,  locating 
in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  she  has  resided  both  before  and 
since  her  marriage.  Her  education  was  obtained  in  Austria.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Komro  are  the  parents  of  five  children :  John,  a  farmer  of  Albany  town¬ 
ship,  who  married  Dora  A.  Bauer,  and  has  seven  children;  Frank,  who  is 
now  serving  in  the  army;  Racy,  who  married  Frank  Hayden,  a  farmer  of 
Lima  township,  and  has  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living; 
Alex,  a  farmer  in  section  5,  Lima  township,  who  married  Anna  Pheifer, 
and  has  two  children,  and  Charles,  who  lives  at  home  and  is  assisting  his 
father.  The  Komro  family  is  a  prominent  one  in  Lima  township  and  its 
members  are  respected  for  their  persevering  industry  and  successful 
careers. 
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Theodore  Buehler,  Jr.,  postmaster  and  publisher,  Alma,  was  bom  in 
Alma,  Sept.  26,  1884,  son  of  Theodore  and  Julia  (Kneer)  Buehler.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Alma,  and  graduated  from 
the  Alma  high  school  in  1902.  After  graduation  he  was  employed  at 
various  times  in  railroad  and  agricultural  work,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
clerk  for  the  Mississippi  River  Logging  Co.,  at  West  Newton,  Minn.,  but 
for  the  most  part  up  to  1906  his  employment  was  as  a  clerk  in  his  father’s 
law  office.  From  1906  to  1913  he  had  charge  of  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
court  as  deputy,  and  for  a  short  time  filled  the  position  of  county  clerk, 
appointed  by  the  board  to  fill  a  vacancy.  During  the  same  period,  1906  to 
1913,  he  helped  to  compile  a  set  of  abstract  books  for  the  Buffalo  County 
Abstract  Company.  July  1,  1913,  he  became  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Buffalo  County  Journal,  in  partnership  with  Frank  F.  Stroebel,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Stroebel  &  Buehler,  having  purchased  the  printing  office  and 
newspaper  from  Edwin  F.  Ganz.  On  Aug.  2,  1913,  he  took  charge  of  the 
postoffice  as  postmaster,  succeeding  Edwin  F.  Ganz,  resigned.  January 
24,  1918,  he  was  reappointed  for  a  term  of  four  years.  A  few  days  pre¬ 
vious,  on  Jan.  1,  1918,  on  account  of  President  Woodrow  Wilson’s  order, 
placing  the  Third  Class  postmasters  under  Civil  Service  rules,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  the  increase  in  the  postoffice  business,  he  placed  his  brother, 
Edmund,  in  charge  of  the  editorial  work  of  the  Journal,  and  now  devotes 
his  time  almost  exclusively  to  his  official  duties,  finding  a  little  time  each 
week,  however,  for  editorial  and  other  newspaper  work.  Taking  an  active 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  city,  he  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
president  of  the  Alma  Entertainment  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Alma  Civic  Club.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
war  work,  and  on  Jan.  28,  1918,  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Buffalo 
County  Council  of  Defense,  in  which  position  he  is  still  serving.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  executive  committee,  of  the  War  Savings  Committee 
for  Buffalo  County.  In  politics,  Mr.  Buehler  is  a  life-long  Democrat. 

Frank  F.  Stroebel,  printer  and  publisher  of  Alma,  was  born  in  Alma, 
July  13, 1877,  son  of  Leonhard  and  Katherine  (Herman)  Stroebel,  who  came 
to  America  in  1869,  and  after  stopping  a  short  time  at  Jefferson,  Wis., 
came  the  same  year  to  Alma,  where  Leonhard  Stroebel  conducted  a  shoe 
business  for  some  twenty-five  years,  afterward  moving  to  Barron,  Wis., 
where  he  continued  in  the  same  business  some  ten  years  until  his  death, 
his  wife  still  making  her  home  there.  Frank  F.  Stroebel  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Alma,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  entered  the  office  of  the  Buffalo 
County  Journal  as  an  apprentice.  He  was  employed  by  Edwin  F.  Ganz 
for  about  twenty-two  years,  after  which  he  bought  out  the  business  in 
partnership  with  Theodore  Buehler,  Jr.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stroebel 
&  Buehler,  on  July  1,  1913. 

Miles  Durand  Prindle,  the  founder  of  Durand,  and  for  47  years  one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  the  Chippewa  Valley,  was  born  in  Derby, 
Conn.  In  1855  he  came  west  and  after  a  sojourn  in  Iowa  and  Illinois,  moved 
to  Wisconsin.  On  June  27,  1856,  he  came  to  Durand,  purchased  land, 
platted  the  town,  and  on  July  4  named  it  Durand.  Mr.  Prindle  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  business,  and,  in  fact,  was  identified  with  nearly  every 
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enterprising  movement  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  including  the 
platting  of  several  additions.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  business 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Rollin  Smith.  He  had  a  general  store, 
and  purchased  grain  from  the  farmers,  and  at  one  time  owned  considerable 
property.  In  the  sixties  he  had  a  steamboat  built  which  plied  in  the  river 
traffic  for  a  number  of  years  between  Eau  Claire  and  La  Crosse.  It  was 
named  the  Idell  Prindle,  after  his  only  child,  who  died  of  pneumonia  on  her 
fifth  birthday.  He  owned  several  stage  lines,  branching  out  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  from  Durand,  and  including  a  freight  stage  to  La  Crosse  and  Sparta, 
which  was  operated  in  the  winter  until  the  coming  of  the  railroad.  In 
1882,  just  after  the  big  fire  in  Durand,  he  and  Mrs.  Prindle  opened  to  the 
public  Prindle’s  Inn,  a  hostelry  known  far  and  wide,  and  over  whose  des¬ 
tinies  Mrs.  Prindle  still  presides.  It  was  in  this  hotel  in  1882  that  tne 
builders  of  the  branch  railroad  leading  up  the  Chippewa  valley  sold  it  to 
the  Milwaukee  road,  in  which  system  it  has  been  incorporated  ever  since. 
The  president  of  the  Milwaukee  presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prindle  with  free 
passes  to  Milwaukee  and  return.  It  was  Mr.  Prindle  who  graded  the 
first  mile  of  roadbed  constructed  in  Pepin  county.  He  filled  several  village 
and  city  offices,  and  was  a  supervisor  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  May  25,  1903,  when  he  was  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  He  was 
then  the  oldest  Mason  in  Durand,  a  member  of  both  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter,  and  of  the  Commandery  at  Eau  Claire. 

Gustaf  Peterson,  proprietor  of  the  old  Peterson  homestead  in  section 
28,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Jan.  24, 
1892,  son  of  Charles  and  Sophia  Anderson.  The  father,  born  in  Sweden, 
in  1845,  on  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  settled  on  this  farm 
which  he  cleared  and  improved.  His  original  tract  consisted  of  80  acres. 
After  residing  on  the  place  for  many  years  he  died  in  1916.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden,  in  1848,  is  now  living  with  her  sons  on  the  farm. 
Gustaf  Peterson  attended  school  at  Little  Plum,  Pepin  county.  From 
early  youth  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and 
at  the  latter’s  death  purchased  the  property  and  began  operating  it  on  his 
own  account.  The  war  with  Germany  caused  an  interruption  in  his  work, 
as  in  1918  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States,  being  one  of  the 
infantry  who  were  stationed  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia.  On  November 
15  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home.  He  owns  80  acres 
of  land,  and  his  brothers,  Phillip,  John  and  Hugo,  reside  with  him,  but 
are  operating  adjoining  farms.  Another  brother,  Gene,  is  living  at  Dakota, 
Minn.  All  are  older  than  himself,  he  being  the  youngest  member  of  his 
parents’  family.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Frankfort  township. 

Shirley  B.  Tarrant  was  born  in  Durand,  March  1,  1874,  and  grew  up 
to  manhood  here.  He  was  educated  in  the  home  school  and  at  the  State 
University.  After  graduation  he  entered  his  father’s  store  and  later  he 
became  one  of  the  part  owners  of  the  business,  now  the  George  Tarrant 
&  Sons  Co.,  of  which  the  subject  is  secretary  and  general  manager.  The 
summer  of  1918  found  him  ready  and  willing  to  serve  his  country  in  one 
of  its  most  useful  branches  of  work.  He  entered  the  civil  service  as  a 
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Y.  M.  C.  A.  worker  at  New  York  City,  about  July  1  and,  soon  was  on  his 
way  to  France,  where  he  and  his  co-workers  have  spent  their  time  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  welfare  of  the  men  in  military  service.  This  is  Mr.  Tarrant’s 
third  voyage  and  visit  to  continental  Europe. 

John  McMahon,  an  elderly,  but  still  active  agriculturist,  who  is  engaged 
in  operating  the  homestead  in  section  3,  Frankfort  township,  on  which  he 
settled,  March  25,  1884,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  New  York,  May  25, 
1846.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (Banningor)  McMahon,  natives 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  who  moved  from  that  province  to  New  York  State, 
where  they  lived  for  seven  years.  Subsequently  returning  to  Canada,  they 
were  engaged  in  farming  in  that  country  until  their  retirement  and 
removal  to  Montreal,  in  which  city  they  died.  They  had  four  children,  of 
which  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the’third  in  order  of  birth. 
John  McMahon,  second  of  the  name  and  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended 
school  in  Franklin  county,  New  York,  and  St.  Lawrence  county,  Canada. 
At  14  years  of  age  he  worked  in  logging  camps  in  Canada.  He  was  19 
when  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  began  working  in  lumber  mills  and  on  the 
Chippewa  River.  He  was  also  employed  for  12  years  on  the  boom  at  Round 
Hill.  After  some  years  spent  in  this  kind  of  work  he  began  the  inde¬ 
pendent  life  of  a  farmer  on  his  present  place,  which  he  has  never  since  left. 
Here  he  has  164  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  does  general  farming,  and 
in  spite  of  his  age  (71  years)  is  still  able  to  do  a  good  day’s  work,  enjoying 
very  good  health.  With  a  sound  constitution  and  such  active  exercise  as 
he  indulges  in  in  the  open  air,  he  may  still  look  forward  to  some  yeax-s  of 
useful  activity  on  the  farm.  He  is  doing  a  prosperous  business  and  getting 
his  share  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the  present  strong  demand  for  all 
farm  products  and  the  high  prices  for  such  now  prevailing.  His  political 
principles  ai-e  those  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  McMahon  was  married 
March  25,  1869,  to  Evangeline  Bowman,  whose  father  was  Nicholas  Bow¬ 
man,  and  who  was  educated  in  Frankfort  township,  this  county.  Mrs. 
McMahon,  like  her  husband,  is  still  strong  and  active,  and  expert  in  attend¬ 
ing  to  her  household  duties,  and  together  they  are  quite  able  to  hold  their 
own  with  most  of  the  younger  generation.  They  have  had  four  childi-en, 
all  sons — Earl  D.,  John,  Nathan  and  Walter.  Earl  D.,  who  was  a  farmer, 
died  June  5,  1904.  John  married  Winifred  Eeds,  of  St.  Paul.  Nathan,  in 
partnership  with  Walter  Bowman,  is  conducting  a  well  drilling  outfit  at 
Durand.  He  married  June  Barton  and  has  two  children — Tina  and  Ray¬ 
mond.  Walter,  who  married  Mary  Kirk,  is  now  in  the  United  States  ser¬ 
vice. 

Frank  Keys,  a  well-known  and  popular  citizen  of  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  where  he  is  operating  a  good  farm  of  80  acres,  was  born  in 
Bethel,  Maine,  Nov.  11,  1863,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Ellen  (Macumber) 
Keys.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  The  mother,  who  was  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  1869  removed  to  Vermont,  and  two  years  later  contracted 
a  second  marriage,  becoming  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Hill,  with  whom  she  came 
west  about  1878,  locating  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin.  After  living  there 
four  years  they  returned  east  and  resided  two  years  in  Connecticut,  and 
then  settled  in  Boyd,  Chippewa  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Hill  followed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


760 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  four  years.  Later  he  moved  to  Elmwood,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  died  in  1913.  He  had  been  previously  married  to  Elvira 
Whitney,  who  died  in  1872.  His  second  wife,  Mrs.  Martha  Ellen  Hill,  died 
in  Waterville  township,  on  the  farm  of  her  son,  Frank  Keys,  in  1908. 
Frank  Keys,  who  was  his  parents’  only  child,  attended  school  in  both  Ver¬ 
mont  and  Connecticut,  and  also,  after  coming  west,  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county.  He  began  working  out  when  12  years  old,  the  first 
three  years  for  his  board  and  clothes,  after  which  he  was  paid  in  addition 
six  dollars  a  month.  When  16  or  17  years  of  age  he  went  back  to  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  remained  two  years.  When  he  returned  to  Wisconsin 
he  located  in  Boyd,  Chippewa  county,  remained  two  years  there  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  C.  D.  Hawn,  of  Rock  Elm  Center,  for  whom  he 
worked  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  a  farm  in  Water¬ 
ville  township,  which  he  operated,  also  working  for  others  at  intervals, 
until  1892,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm,  which  was  partially  im¬ 
proved.  He  continued  the  improvements,  clearing  the  land  and  erecting 
buildings  until  he  had  developed  his  tract  of  80  acres  into  his  present  well 
cultivated  farm.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery 
Company,  the  Telephone  Company  and  the  Woodman  Hall  Company.  He 
belongs  to  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Arkansaw.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  and  has  served  as  school  clerk  two  terms.  Mr. 
Keys  was  married,  June  12,  1892,  to  Alvira  Hewitt,  who  was  born  at  Nel¬ 
son,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Mary  (Leavitt) 
Hewitt.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children — Clair,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Clara  Hubbell,  a  native  of  Wittenberg,  Wisconsin,  and  who  was 
drafted  into  the  United  States  army  in  the  spring  of  1917;  and  Nina 
Bernice,  Donald  and  Herbert,  who  are  residing  at  home. 

Luther  Hewitt,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  9,  1824.  In  early 
life  he  was  employed  on  the  Erie  Canal,  owning  a  boat  which  he  operated 
until  1850.  He  then  emigrated  to  Marquette  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
lived  three  years,  working  for  others,  after  which  he  came  to  Buffalo 
county.  Here,  besides  farming,  he  operated  a  flat-boat  on  Beef  Slough 
across  the  Mississippi  river  and  was  thus  engaged  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  death  took  place  Oct.  14,  1892.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Leavitt  and  who  was  born  at  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
20,  1829,  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  Nov.  7,  1914.  Mr. 
Hewitt  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  locality  and  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  Alvira  (Mrs.  Frank  Keys) ,  was  the  youngest.  She  was  educated  in 
a  school  at  Cascade.  Buffalo  county. 

Louis  Gueldner,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture  and  stock  raising  on  a 
good  farm  of  160  acres  in  sections  31  and  32,  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  this  township,  July  23, 1865,  son  of  John  S.  and  Alvena 
(Guessner)  Gueldner.  He  acquired  his  education  in  an  old  log  schoolhouse 
in  this  township,  and  after  his  mother’s  death,  which  occurred  in  1869, 
resided  with  his  father  until  21  years  of  age.  He  then  rented  the  home 
farm  for  two  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  his  present  farm, 
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consisting  of  160  acres  of  valuable  land  on  which  he  raises  both  crops  and 
stock,  doing  a  paying  business.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’ 
Creamery  at  Mondovi  and  the  Equity  Elevator  there,  having  also  other 
financial  interests.  His  church  is  the  German  Lutheran,  while  in  politics 
he  is  independent.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  supervisor  when  29  years 
of  age,  and  was  township  chairman  for  three  years,  though  never  disposed 
to  seek  public  office.  Mr.  Gueldner  was  married  in  April,  1891,  to  Clara 
Dreyser,  who  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  March  13,  1868,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Dora  (Kreyer)  Dreyser,  both  parents  being  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many.  There  the  father  died,  and  the  surviving  members  of  the  family 
came  to  America  in  April,  1890,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  this 
county,  where  Mrs.  Dreyser  died  eleven  years  later.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gueld¬ 
ner  have  no  living  children.  They  are  well  known  people  in  Albany  town¬ 
ship  and  are  popular  among  a  large  acquaintance. 

John  S.  Gueldner,  an  early  settler  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county, 
but  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  March  27,  1836.  At  the 
age  of  26  years  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Portage,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  remained  three  years  working  for  others.  On  landing  in 
this  country  he  could  not  speak  English,  but  subsequently  acquired  the 
ability  to  speak  and  understand  it.  From  Portage  he  came  to  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  settled  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  now  occupied 
by  his  son,  Louis,  in  section  31.  There  he  took  up  his  residence  in  a  small 
log  building  and  began  to  develop  a  farm.  For  the  first  two  years  he  had 
to  work  out  to  earn  a  living,  improving  his  land  as  he  found  opportunity, 
and  that  his  time  was  fully  occupied  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  he  had 
to  walk  nine  miles  to  his  work.  As  a  pedestrian,  however,  he  had  few 
equals,  and  used  to  walk  to  Eau  Claire  and  back  even  after  reaching  the 
age  of  68  years.  Penmanship  was  another  accomplishment  in  which  he 
excelled,  writing  a  very  fine  hand.  A  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  he  took  a  Warm  interest  in  educational  and  religious  work,  and  in 
early  days  was  for  some  time  chairman  of  the  township  board  and  town 
treasurer  for  fifteen  years.  When  the  Civil  war  drafts  were  made  he  was 
excused  from  service  on  account  of  poor  health.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
over  75  years,  however,  passing  away  Nov.  20,  1911.  Mr.  Gueldner  was 
married  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  to  Alvena  Guessner, 
who,  like  himself,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany.  She  died  many  years 
before  him,  in  1869.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
their  son,  Louis,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Arthur  S.  Plummer,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Durand  township,  this  county,  Dec.  25,  1857,  being  a 
Christmas  gift  to  his  parents,  Samuel  L.  and  Eunice  C.  (Belknap)  Plum¬ 
mer.  The  father,  for  many  years  county  judge  of  Pepin  county,  was  a  man 
who  had  an  interesting  history,  elsewhere  narrated  in  this  volume.  Arthur 
S.  Plummer  began  his  school  days  in  the  Marble  district,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  and  later  attended  the  Plummer  school  in  Waterville  township.  He 
resided  at  home  until  reaching  the  age  of  22  years  and  then  went  to  North 
Dakota,  where  for  awhile  he  was  engaged  in  threshing  and  other  agricul¬ 
tural  occupations,  to  which  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship  on  his  father’s 
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farm.  Having  no  notion  of  working  for  others  all  his  life,  however,  he  only 
awaited  a  favorable  opportunity  of  beginning  an  independent  career,  and 
accordingly,  in  1888,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  120  acres  in  section 
35,  Waterville  township,  where  he  has  since  made  steady  strides  on  the  road 
to  fortune,  following  general  farming.  His  land  is  productive  and  his  build¬ 
ings  and  equipment  up  to  date,  presenting  a  neat  and  thriving  appearance — 
an  index  to  the  character  of  the  owner,  who  inherited  from  his  parents  the 
qualities  that  make  for  success.  Mr.  Plummer  devotes  all  his  working  hours 
to  his  farm,  but  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Arkansaw  Creamery.  In  his 
political  principles  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  proclivities,  and 
although  not  ambitious  of  public  distinction,  he  has  performed  useful  ser¬ 
vice  in  local  office,  having  been  clerk  of  the  school  board  one  term,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  school  district  three  terms  and  overseer  of  highways  six  terms. 
Mr.  Plummer  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  23,  1897,  to  Anna  Kuhn,  who  was 
born  in  Durand,  this  county,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Miller)  Kuhn. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  when  a 
young  man  at  a  date  not  long  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  and 
followed  the  trade  of  stone  mason  in  Durand,  Nelson  and  other  places  in 
this  part  of  Wisconsin,  also  for  a  year  or  two  carrying  on  business  as  a  lime 
burner  at  Durand.  He  died  in  Misha  Mokwa,  about  1912,  having  been  the 
father  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Anna  was  the  ninth  born.  The  latter’s 
mother  died  in  Durand  about  1877,  Mr.  Kuhn  subsequently  contracting  a 
second  marriage,  by  which  union  there  were  thirteen  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Plummer  are  the  parents  of  three  children — Thelma  I.,  who  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Plummer  school  at  the  age  of  13  years,  in  the  class  of  1917, 
and  is  now  attending  the  high  school  at  Arkansaw,  and  Vera  P.  and  George 
F.,  all  residing  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plummer  also  reared  a  boy,  Leroy 
A.,  who  takes  the  surname  of  Plummer,  and  who  is  at  present  in  Minnesota, 
though  making  his  foster  parents’  residence  his  home.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Society  of  Beavers  at  Arkansaw.  They 
are  popular  among  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Waterville  township  and  the 
vicinity. 

Alvin  Holstein,  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres  in  section  20, 
Albany  township,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Jan.  3, 1873,  son  of  Charles 
and  Louisa  (Dreyssee)  Holstein.  His  parents  were  natives  of  the  same 
German  state  and  came  to  this  country  in  1873,  locating  in  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  resided  two  years.  They  then  removed  to 
the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son,  Alvin,  where  the  father  died  in  1908  and 
the  mother  in  1900.  They  were  worthy,  industrious  people  who  had  the 
respect  of  their  neighbors,  though  Charles  Holstein  never  held  public  office. 
As  a  cultivator  of  the  soil,  however,  he  performed  useful  work  and  helped  to 
develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  township.  Alvin  Holstein  was  the 
fourth  born  of  his  parents’  children,  of  whom  there  were  five.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  26  years  old  and  from  the  early  age  of  15  was 
the  practical  manager  of  the  farm.  After  his  marriage  in  1912  he  rented 
the  place,  which  became  his  property  on  his  father’s  death,  when  he  bought 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs.  He  has  240  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  is 
doing  general  farming  on  a  profitable  basis,  also  owning  stock  in  the  La 
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Crosse  Packing  Company.  He  is  independent  in  politics;  served  as  con¬ 
stable  one  term,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  On  Sept.  25, 1912, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Komro,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Christine 
(Risler)  Komro.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Austria,  the  father  born 
March  19,  1862,  and  the  mother  Sept.  18,  1871.  The  former  came  to 
America  when  a  lad  of  17  years,  bought  land  in  Lima  township,  this  county, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  still  resides  in  that  township  and  is  actively 
engaged,  his  wife  also  surviving.  In  girlhood  she  attended  the  Fall  Creek 
schoolhouse  in  Lima  township,  walking  two  miles  to  the  school  in  all  kinds 
of  weather.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holstein  have  had  five  children — William  Martin, 
Leona  Renada,  Norma  Bertha,  who  died  in  infancy,  Ethel  and  Josephine 
Elsie.  The  living  children  are  residing  at  home. 

Christian  Rageth,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  his  farm  of  100  acres 
in  section  20,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Switzerland 
in  1857.  While  a  young  child,  in  1861,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  as  he  grew  up  he  engaged  in  farming,  remaining 
there  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he  moved  to  Bogus  Creek  Valley,  Pepin 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  the  farm  he  now  owns 
in  Frankfort  township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  putting  up  new 
buildings.  He  was  married  in  1880  to  Anna  Mathis,  who  was  born  in 
Galena,  Illinois,  in  1863,  and  who  died  in  1912.  Their  children  were:  Emil, 
now  engaged  in  managing  the  home  farm  for  his  father;  George,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Elda  White  and  lives  at  Elmwood,  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin;  Peter,  a 
farmer  in  Frankfort  township,  who  married  Ellen  Bishop ;  Edwin,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Kittie  White  and  is  a  farmer  in  Pepin  county ;  and  Adolph  and  Ben¬ 
jamin,  who  are  members  of  the  machine-gun  company  attached  to  the 
•  Sixth  Regiment  of  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Emil  Rageth,  who  is  engaged  in  managing  the  Christian  Rageth  farm 
in  section  20,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Pepin  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  Nov.  2,  1883,  son  of  Christian  and  Anna  (Mathis) 
Rageth.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  school  in  Frankfort,  this  township, 
and  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  farm,  which  he 
has  managed  since  his  father’s  retirement.  He  keeps  Holstein  cattle,  with 
other  good  stock,  and  the  well  improved  place  presents  an  appearance  of 
neatness  and  thrift  that  show  him  to  be  a  master  of  the  business  in  which 
he  is  engaged,  and  which  in  these  strenuous  times  yields  good  financial 
returns  to  the  industrious. 

Rev.  Welcome  S.  York,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Durand,  Wis.,  was  for 
many  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Pepin  county,  as  a  minister  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church,  taking  an  active  and  efficient  part  in  its  religious 
development,  and  also  for  a  number  of  years  being  engaged  in  agriculture. 
He  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  New  York,  January  15,  1845.  In  early 
life  he  worked  as  a  lumberman  in  an  eastern  state.  Then,  about  sixteen 
months  before  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  85th  New  York  Volunteers,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  took  part  in  several  battles  and,  though  never  wounded,  was  confined  in 
a  hospital  for  some  time  on  account  of  fever.  On  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  he  came  to  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin, 
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and  took  a  homestead  on  which  he  engaged  in  farming,  his  first  dwelling 
on  it  being  a  log  house.  In  1884  he  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church  and  was  subsequently  active  in  the  ministry  until 
about  one  year  before  his  death,  Oct.  30,  1915,  and  up  to  the  close  of  his 
life  officiated  at  a  proportion  of  the  funerals  in  his  vicinity.  About  1907  he 
sold  his  original  homestead  and  purchased  another  farm  near  Durand,  which 
he  operated  until  eight  years  before  his  death,  his  last  eight  years  being 
spent  in  retirement  in  Durand.  At  various  times  he  was  an  official  of  Frank¬ 
fort  township,  serving  as  treasurer  and  chairman  of  the  board,  and  for 
twenty  years  or  more  he  was  secretary  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Fund  in  Pepin 
county.  He  was  founder  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Frankfort  township, 
and  also  caused  the  free  book  system  to  be  adopted  in  Pepin  county.  In 
many  other  ways,  also,  he  proved  his  worth  as  a  good  and  enterprising  citi¬ 
zen,  supporting  all  practical  schemes  for  the  moral  or  material  betterment 
of  the  community  when  he  did  not  himself  originate  them.  His  death  was 
felt  to  be  a  distinct  loss  both  to  his  township  and  to  the  county  generally. 
His  remains  now  repose  in  Dead  Lake  Prairie  Cemetery.  Mr.  York  married 
Laura  Whicher,  who  was  born  at  Frankfort,  Ind.,  Jan.  19,  1853,  and  who  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  Durand,  though  spending  much  of  her  time 
with  her  son,  Jesse  G.  York,  a  farmer  of  Waterville  township,  this  county. 
They  had  two  children — Jesse  G.,  above  mentioned,  and  Ralph,  who  was 
accidentally  drowned  in  1894.  Mrs.  York  spends  a  part  of  her  winters  in 
California. 

Jesse  G.  York,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Frankfort  township,  this  county,  Feb.  11,  1875,  son  of 
Rev.  Welcome  S.  and  Laura  (Whicher)  York.  In  his  early  years  he  attended 
school  at  Frankfort  and  subsequently  the  Pepin  high  school.  When  18  years 
old  he  bought  a  pair  of  horses  and  took  a  logging  job  in  Frankfort  township, 
being  thus  occupied  for  four  or  five  years.  He  then  went  to  Greeley,  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  Iowa,  to  enter  the  employ  as  salesman  of  A.  B.  Holbert,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  draft-horse  importing  business,  and  for  whom  he 
worked  during  the  selling  season  for  three  and  a  half  years.  At  the  age  of 
21  years  Mr.  York  bought  his  present  farm,  which  was  then  heavily  tim¬ 
bered,  and  from  it  he  has  taken  more  than  a  million  feet  of  lumber  and  over 
a  thousand  cords  of  wood,  the  farm,  which  contains  220  acres  of  land,  being 
now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  raising  the  usual  crops, 
he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  horse  breeding,  in  the  latter  branch  of  his 
business  confining  himself  chiefly  or  wholly  to  Belgian  horses,  of  which 
he  has  on  hand  a  number  of  full-blooded  animals,  including  imported  brood 
mares.  He  also  keeps  a  number  of  Oxford  sheep.  Mr.  York  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  judges  of  horseflesh  in  Pepin  and  Buffalo  counties,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Belgian  Horse  Breeders’  Association.  He  has  well  improved 
his  farm,  which  is  provided  with  good  modern  buildings,  and  has  taken  a 
prominent  place  among  the  successful  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Pepin 
county.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  to 
the  Good  Templars.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Prohibition  party,  but  has 
always  declined  public  office. 

Mr.  York  was  married  May  5,  1899,  to  Mabel  Hoyt,  who  was  born  at 
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Oak  Center,  Wabasha  county,  Minn.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Taylor) 
Hoyt.  Her  father,  born  in  Clearfield,  Pa.,  in  1833,  was  a  farmer  during  his 
active  years.  He  came  west  at  an  early  date  and  in  1862  was  a  cavalry 
soldier  on  the  frontier,  as  a  member  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Regiment 
helping  to  put  down  the  Indian  uprising  in  Minnesota  and  taking  part  in  the 
battles  at  New  Ulm  and  elsewhere.  He  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  York.  His  wife  died  in  1911.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Mabel,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
She  was  educated  in  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota,  attending  school  at  Lake 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
throughout  Pepin  county  and  are  prominent  members  of  the  community  in 
which  they  reside. 

John  Youngman,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  May  19, 1916,  was  born  in  Leifreitz,  Austria,  Dec.  7,  1873,  and  was 
therefore  only  in  his  forty-third  year  when  called  from  the  scene  of  his 
earthly  labors.  His  parents  were  Anton  and  Hannah  (Kines)  Youngman, 
both  natives  of  Austria,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1894,  two  years 
after  he  had  come  over,  and  located  in  Lima  township,  this  county.  Later 
they  moved  to  Rock  Falls,  Dunn  county,  where  they  lived  until  1917,  when 
they  returned  to  Pepin  county,  where  Anton  Youngman  is  now  living  with  a 
married  daughter,  Mrs.  Youngman  having  died  in  August,  1917.  They  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  John  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  John  Young¬ 
man  acquired  his  education  in  Austria  and  was  19  years  old  when  he  came 
to  America.  Locating  in  Lima  township,  he  worked  for  some  time  for  an 
uncle,  but  after  his  parents  arrived  he  married,  bought  a  farm  in  the  town¬ 
ship  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  After  operating  the  farm  for 
five  years,  he  moved  to  Eau  Galle  and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  for  five 
years,  or  until  1911,  when  he  came  to  the  farm  in  section  10,  Waterville 
township,  now  owned  by  his  widow.  It  contains  160  acres  of  good  land,  well 
improved  and  developed.  Mr.  Youngman  was  also  a  stockholder  in  the  local 
creamery  and  telephone  company.  In  politics  he  voted  according  to  circum¬ 
stances,  being  bound  by  no  political  party,  and  he  always  declined  office. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  April,  1901,  Mr.  Youngman 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Bear  Creek  Val¬ 
ley,  Lima  township,  daughter  of  Louis,  Sr.,  and  Thakla  (Rossler)  Bauer, 
who  were  natives  of  Austria.  Her  father  came  to  the  United  States  when 
a  boy  with  his  parents,  and  after  living  with  tfiem  until  the  age  of  23  years, 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  He  is  now  operating  300  acres  of  land  in 
Lima  township  and  is  a  prosperous  and  widely-known  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  Mrs.  Youngman’s  mother  is  also  living.  After  her  husband’s  death 
Mrs.  Youngman  engaged  a  man  to  operate  the  farm  until  Nov.  6,  1917, 
when  she  married  Frank  Youngman,  a  brother  of  her  first  husband,  who 
now  takes  charge  of  the  farming  operations.  She  has  three  children — 
Mary  Helen,  Amelia  Hannah  and  Lucy  Margaret,  by  her  first  marriage. 

Arthur  J.  Maher,  who  is  actively  participating  in  the  industrial  life  of 
the  busy  little  city  of  Durand  as  proprietor  of  a  woodworking  shop,  was 
bom  in  Eau  Galle  tojvnship,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  June  20,  1885.  His 
parents  were  Edward  and  Clara  (Delong)  Maher,  the  father  born  in  Galena, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


766 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


III.,  in  1859,  and  the  mother  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin, 
in  1863.  The  former  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  is  still  engaged  in  that 
avocation  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  Mrs.  Clara  Maher  died  in 
1902.  Of  their  nine  children,  Arthur  J.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school  in  Eau  Galle  township, 
Dunn  county.  At  the  age  of  20  years  he  began  working  out  and  was  three 
years  in  the  logging  camps  of  northern  Wisconsin.  He  then  took  up  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade  and  later  went  into  a  woodworking  factory  at  Ellsworth,  St. 
Croix  county,  where  he  remained  for  five  years.  After  that  he  worked  for 
the  Oscillating  Sleigh  Company  at  Menominee,  Wis.  Coming  to  Durand, 
Pepin  county,  in  1911,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Bowman  &  McMahon  and 
continued  with  them  until  he  opened  his  present  shop  in  May,  1916.  This  he 
is  operating  on  a  profitable  basis  and  is  also  engaged  in  contracting  and 
house  building.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  in  Durand  and  is 
independent  in  politics.  Mr.  Maher  was  united  in  marriage  with  Minnie 
Meixner,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Theresa  Meixner.  Her  parents  were  born 
in  Germany,  the  father  in  1839  and  the  mother  in  1843.  They  came  to  this 
country  while  children  and  with  their  parents  settled  on  farms  in  Water¬ 
ville  township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Maher  was  graduated  from  the  Arkansaw 
graded  school.  She  and  her  husband  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Cleo 
and  Carol. 

John  H.  Auth,  a  prosperous  general  farmer  and  stock  breeder,  operat¬ 
ing  a  good  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  16,  Waterville  township,  was  born 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  Jan.  31, 1886,  son  of  Garrett  and  Augusta 
(Haag)  Auth.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  town¬ 
ship,  and  has  always  resided  on  the  parental  homestead,  the  management  of 
which  he  took  over  on  coming  of  age.  Here,  besides  raising  the  usual  crops, 
he  is  successfully  engaged  in  breeding  Holstein  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs,  with  other  good  stock,  and  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  cream¬ 
ery  and  telephone  companies.  His  farm  is  admirably  managed  and  yields 
good  returns,  and  Mr.  Auth  is  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  and  promi¬ 
nent  men  of  his  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
at  Arkansaw,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Auth  was  married,  June 
8,  1915,  to  Mary  Drier,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  daughter  of 
George  and  Rose  (Pomasl)  Drier.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  Dec.  28,  1867,  is  a  farmer  still  in  active  life  here.  His  wife,  Mrs. 
Auth’s  mother,  was  born  in  Austria,  Sept.  2,  1864,  and  is  now  living  in 
Waterville  township.  Mrs.  Auth  was  educated  in  Waterville  township,  at¬ 
tending  district  school.  She  and  her  husband  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Edith  Mary  and  Evalyn  Esther. 

Garrett  Auth,  who  founded  the  Auth  farm  in  section  16,  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Dec.  6,  1842.  In 
early  manhood  he  worked  in  lumber  mills,  being  an  expert  sawyer.  He  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  10th 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  seeing  active  service  from  1861  to  1864,  or 
until  the  end  of  his  term,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
home,  without  having  been  either  wounded  or  captured.  Immediately  after¬ 
wards  he  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  entering  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
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Stout  &  Co.,  at  Waubeek,  and  remaining  with  them  until  their  mill  was 
burned.  His  employment  being  thus  terminated  for  the  time  being,  he 
resolved  to  take  up  farming,  and  accordingly  bought  the  land  in  section  16, 
Waterville  township,  on  which  his  son,  John  H.  Auth,  now  lives.  This  was 
a  wild  tract,  necessitating  pioneer  work  to  clear  and  develop,  and  his  first 
task  was  to  build  a  small  log  house.  He  then  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way,  clearing  the  land  and  extending  his  acreage  of  cultivation  until  his 
death,  on  Feb.  27, 1889,  as  the  result  of  injuries  received  from  a  falling  tree. 
His  death  was  much  regretted,  as  he  was  a  well-liked  citizen  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  had  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  township,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  township  board  and  also  as  treasurer.  He  had  accumulated 
land  to  the  amount  of  240  acres.  Garrett  Auth  married  Augusta  Haag, 
who  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  July  22,  1848,  and  who  is  now  residing 
with  her  son,  John  H.  Auth,  on  the  old  homestead.  Their  children,  six  in 
number,  were  as  follows :  Margaret  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  James  Liddy, 
a  farmer  of  Waterville  township.  Joseph  P.  is  operating  a  farm  adjoining 
the  old  homestead.  Mary  is  now  a  widow,  residing  in  Valley  City,  N.  D. 
Her  husband,  Louis  Bardwell,  was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Litchville. 
Edward,  residing  at  Mohall,  N.  D.,  is  engaged  in  the  elevator  business. 
John  H.,  as  previously  stated,  is  now  proprietor  of  the  home  farm.  Evalyn 
is  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Herman,  a  newspaper  publisher  and  editor  of 
Marion,  N.  D. 

Emil  Roetter,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  in  section  29,  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  having  280  acres  of  land,  is  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  and  thriving  agriculturists  of  this  township.  He  was  born  near 
Arfard,  Germany,  Sept.  1,  1863,  son  of  Ernest  and  Louise  Roetter.  The 
family  came  to  the  Un'ted  States  in  1864,  settling  first  near  Red  Wing, 
Minn.,  where  they  remained  one  year,  subsequently  removing  to  Albany 
township.  Here  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  which  had  a  small  log 
cabin  on  it,  and  went  to  work  to  clear  a  farm.  Later  he  took  an  adjoining 
homestead  and  continued  farming  there  until  his  death,  about  1883,  during 
the  earlier  years  using  an  ox  team.  His  wife  passed  away  some  five  years 
before  him.  They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  Emil  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  Emil  Roetter  had  very  limited  opportunities  for  obtaining 
an  education,  attending  school  but  a  short  time.  He  was  a  lad  of  18  when 
he  began  working  in  the  sawmill,  at  old  Meriden,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  three  summers.  He  then  spent  a  summer  in  Washington  and  afterwards 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  starting  with  80  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved.  While  doing  this  he  worked  at  intervals  for  others.  In  time 
by  additional  purchases  he  brought  his  farm  up  to  its  present  dimensions  of 
280  acres.  He  is  breeding  up  in  Durham  cattle,  and  is  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  Mondovi  Creamery  and  elevator,  and  in  the  La  Crosse  Packing 
Company.  In  the  fall  of  1917  he  bought  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  Albany 
township,  known  as  the  William  Dreyssee  farm.  He  also  owns  400  acres  of 
land  in  Hale  county,  Texas,  which,  however,  he  is  not  operating.  Mr. 
Roetter  has  a  creditable  industrial  career,  as  he  has  attained  his  present 
prosperity  solely  through  hard  work  and  perseverance,  having  nothing  when 
he  started.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  a  Republican  in 
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politics.  Mr.  Roetter  was  married,  July  24,  1890,  to  Maggie  Breiter,  who 
was  born  near  Heidelberg,  Germany,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
(Axel)  Breiter,  both  natives  of  the  same  locality.  Coming  to  America  about 
1868,  they  settled  in  this  township  on  a  farm.  Here  they  resided  many 
years,  Mr.  Breiter  dying  about  1910  and  his  wife  about  six  months  later. 
They  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Maggie  was  the  fourth  born. 
She  was  educated  in  Albany  township,  attending  district  school  here.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roetter  have  had  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  six  living  are :  Heinrich,  Mary,  Ernest,  Emelia,  Ottilie  and  Hilga. 

Louis  Branshaw,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  section 
25,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  of 
90  acres,  is  one  of  this  township's  progressive  and  prosperous  citizens  and 
belongs  to  the  type  of  “self-made  men."  He  was  born  at  Center  Chute, 
near  Wolf  river,  Montreal,  Canada,  March  26,  1866,  son  of  Louis  and 
Demichiel  (Gane)  Branshaw,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the  same  lo¬ 
cality.  The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  this  part  of  Wisconsin 
about  1880.  After  working  four  years  for  Carson  &  Rand  he  returned  to 
Canada,  where  he  remained  three  years.  Then  coming  back  to  Pepin  county, 
he  resided  here  for  three  years  and  then  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  had  a 
son,  with  whom  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
returned  again  to  Pepin  county  and  for  nine  or  ten  years  subsequently 
resided  with  his  son  Louis.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  with  a  son  in 
Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  where  he  died  about  1906.  His  wife  died  in  Canada. 
Of  their  large  family,  numbering  twelve  children,  Louis,  Jr.,  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth.  Louis  Branshaw,  Jr.,  attended  school  for  a  short  time  in 
Canada,  but  became  industrially  active  at  a  very  early  age,  going  to  work 
for  a  farmer  there  when  only  nine  years  old,  and  receiving  three  dollars  a 
month  for  his  services,  in  addition  to  his  board.  He  continued  working  for 
others  and  at  the  age  of  14  came  to  the  States,  finding  employment  as  lum¬ 
berman  and  logger  with  Carson  &  Rand,  of  Eau  Galle,  with  whom  he 
remained  fourteen  years.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Weston  township, 
Dunn  county,  and  operated  it  until  1903,  when  he  sold  it  and  came  to  his 
present  farm.  Here  he  has  90  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he  is  car¬ 
rying  on  general  farming,  his  investment  and  labor  yielding  good  financial 
returns.  His  prosperity  has  been  self-achieved  and  is  the  result  of  his 
early  acquired  habits  of  industry,  in  which  he  has  persevered.  Mr.  Bran¬ 
shaw  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  at  present  serving  as  treasurer  of  his 
school  district.  He  was  married,  in  January,  1877,  to  Katherine  Gordon, 
who  was  born  in  Canada,  daughter  of  William  John  and  Ellen  (Davison) 
Gordon.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  the  father 
bom  Dec.  11,  1814,  and  the  mother  Oct.  29,  1824.  Coming  to  America 
when  children,  they  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Canada,  where  they 
were  married,  and  in  1867  settled  in  Eau  Galle,  Wis.  Thence  they  later  came 
to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  locating  on  a  farm  in  section  2, 
where  William  J.  Gordon  died  in  1908  and  his  wife  in  1915.  The  former, 
while  living  at  Eau  Galle,  worked  for  Carson  &  Rand,  well-known  lumber¬ 
men  of  those  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Branshaw  have  no  children.  They  are 
popular  among  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
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George  Henry  Pabst,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  200-acre  farm  in 
section  28,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  Dec.  5,  1891,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Schreiner)  Pabst. 
Both  parents  were  natives  of  this  part  of  Wisconsin,  the  father  having 
been  bom  in  Buffalo  county  and  the  mother  in  Albany  township,  Pepin 
county,  on  her  parents’  homestead.  Joseph  Pabst  was  born  June  28,  1860, 
and  died  in  1913.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  township  board,  besides 
holding  school  office  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife,  who  was  a  few  years 
younger,  is  now  living  with  her  daughter,  Inez  Borgwardt,  in  Buffalo 
county.  George  Henry  Pabst  was  one  of  the  older  children  in  a  family  of 
five.  He  attended  school  in  Albany  township,  and  resided  with  his  parents, 
helping  his  father,  until  he  married.  He  then  settled  on  his  present  farm 
of  200  acres,  which  he  is  operating  with  good  financial  results,  doing  gen¬ 
eral  farming.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  politics  is 
independent.  On  April  29,  1914,  he  was  married  to  Floy  Black,  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  Hattie  (Kruger)  Black,  natives  of  this  locality,  where  for  a 
number  of  years  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming,  but  is  now  residing 
at  Harshaw,  Wis.,  being  still  active  industrially.  His  wife  died  in  Buffalo 
county  about  1904.  Their  daughter,  Floy,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
that  county  and  at  Stanley,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pabst  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Wilbur  Harold,  Virginia  Dare  and  George  H.,  Jr. 

William  B.  Coburn,  a  successful  general  farmer  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Aug.  30, 
1859,  son  of  Adam  Wellington  and  Abigail  (Murray)  Coburn.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1815,  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  watch 
and  clock  maker.  He  worked  at  that  trade  but  little,  however,  spending 
nearly  all  his  life  as  a  farmer.  His  wife,  Abigail,  was  born  at  Plattsburg, 
N.  Y.,  in  1831.  They  were  married  and  in  1865  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  arriving  in  Durand  May  11.  Settling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Little 
Arkansaw  Valley,  Adam  W.  Cobum  began  farming,  in  which  occupation  he 
continued  until  his  death  in  1880.  His  wife  survived  him  more  than  twenty 
years,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son,  William  B.,  in  the  fall  of  1900.  They 
were  well  known  and  well  liked  people,  and  had  some  prominence  in  the 
township,  Mr.  Coburn  serving  at  times  on  the  school  board  and  in  other 
minor  offices,  though  never  ambitious  of  public  distinction.  William  B. 
Cobum,  who  was  the  seventh  son  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  in  his  boy¬ 
hood  attended  district  school  in  Waterville  township,  and  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  surroundings.  He  made  acquaintance  with  hard  work  at  an  early 
age,  and  though  it  was  not  always  pleasant  it  did  him  no  harm,  but  rather 
fitted  him  for  the  successful  career  he  has  since  led  as  a  practical  farmer. 
His  work  in  early  manhood  was  not  all  farming,  however,  as,  in  common 
with  most  of  the  able-bodied  male  settlers,  he  spent  some  time  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  industry,  which  was  then  flourishing  and  which  afforded  the  pioneer 
settlers  the  readiest  and  at  times  the  only  means  of  obtaining  much- 
needed  cash  for  living  expenses  before  their  newly  broken  farms  became 
productive.  In  this  work  he  spent  much  of  his  time  for  five  years,  being 
employed  on  the  river  in  summer  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  in  the  woods 
in  winter  by  the  Valley  Lumber  Company.  Mr.  Coburn  than  went  to  South 
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Dakota,  where  he  took  a  homestead  and  resided  for  three  or  four  years. 
This  homestead  he  afterwards  traded  in  on  a  deal  for  80  acres  in  Water- 
ville  township,  this  county.  On  the  latter  place  he  resided  for  a  number 
of  years,  engaged  in  its  improvement.  Of  this  wild  land  by  1911  he  had 
cleared  70  acres.  He  then  removed  to  the  village  of  Arkansaw,  where  he 
resided  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  buying  his  present  farm  in 
section  7,  Waterville  township.  It  consists  of  160  acres  of  valuable  land, 
and  was  in  reality  bought  by  him  for  his  son,  who  assists  him  in  operating 
it.  They  carry  on  general  farming,  having  a  good  equipment  of  buildings 
and  machinery,  and  are  realizing  good  financial  returns.  Mr.  Coburn  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Modern  Woodmen’s  Hall  at  Arkansaw,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  fraternal  society  to  which  it  belongs.  As  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  and  substantial  citizens  of  his  township,  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  take  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  five  terms  on  the  town  board 
and  three  years  as  school  clerk.  Mr.  Coburn’s  domestic  establishment  be¬ 
gan  in  1888,  when  on  February  13  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Esther  B. 
Mehan.  She  was  born  near  Cedar  Falls,  Wis.,  being  the  eldest  of  the  live 
children  of  William  and  Mary  Ann  (Parker)  Mehan.  Her  father  and 
mother  were  natives  respectively  of  Canada  and  Illinois.  Coming  to  Pepin 
county  when  a  young  man,  William  Mehan  worked  out  for  a  while  and 
then  settled  on  a  farm  in  Big  Arkansaw  Valley,  where  he  died.  His  widow 
subsequently  married  Thomas  Duklaw,  and  is  now  living  in  Arkansaw, 
having  survived  her  second  husband  also.  Mrs.  Esther  B.  Coburn  died 
Nov.  23,  1901,  after  thirteen  years  or  more  of  happy  married  life.  She 
left  three  children:  Lillian  H.,  who  is  the  wife  of  David  Ogden,  a  car¬ 
penter  and  builder,  residing  in  Arkansaw;  Clinton  Edward,  living  on  the 
home  farm,  and  Jessie  Isabelle,  who  attended  the  normal  school  at  Menom- 
inie,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin. 

Henry  Hoffman,  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  agriculture  on  a  farm 
of  140  acres  in  section  18,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  Berlin  town¬ 
ship,  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  Aug.  15,  1850.  His  parents,  Peter 
and  Magdalene  (Miller)  Hoffman,  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  The 
father  coming  to  this  country  when  26  years  of  age,  located  in  Rensselaer 
county,  New  York.  For  some  time  he  followed  the  occupation  of  charcoal 
burner,  but  later  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming  in  that  county, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  Aug.  5,  1898.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  some  ten  years  previously.  Henry  Hoffman  was  one  of  the 
elder  children  in  a  family  of  seven.  He  attended  district  school  in  New 
York  State,  and  also  went  one  winter  to  a  private  school.  Until  his  mar¬ 
riage  at  the  age  of  21,  he  resided  with  his  parents,  working  on  the  home 
farm,  and  also  at  a  later  period  for  others,  until  October,  1875,  when  he 
came  west,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin.  It  was  then  unimproved,  and  his  first  task  was  to 
build  a  log  shanty,  10  by  18  feet  in  size,  which  was  furnished  with  a  flat 
roof.  As  soon  as  this  was  accomplished  he  set  to  work  to  develop  his 
80  acres  of  land,  the  clearing  and  breaking  of  which  he  effected  with  the 
aid  of  oxen.  From  the  first  he  was  able  to  make  a  living  from  his  land, 
and  he  has  since  added  to  his  farm  until  it  now  contains  140  acres  of 
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valuable  land.  The  improvements  are  up  to  date  and  are  adequate  to  all 
the  purposes  of  general  farming.  Mr.  Hoffman  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Waterville  creamery.  In  politics  he  is  a  socialist.  He  served  one  year  as 
chairman  of  the  town  board,  was  assessor  for  two  years,  and  a  member 
of  the  side  board  for  two  terms.  Mr.  Hoffman  was  first  married  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1871,  to  Katherine  Kline,  who  was  born  in  Sand  Lake  township, 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Kline.  Her 
parents,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  arrived  in  New  York  State  before 
the  Hoffmans.  Like  Mr.  Hoffman,  Mr.  Kline  was  in  early  life  a  charcoal 
burner  and  later  a  farmer.  He  and  his  wife,  however,  never  came  west, 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  five  children  were 
born:  Louise,  Anna,  Charlotte,  Marshall  and  George.  Louise  is  the  wife 
of  Richard  Buchanan,  a  farmer  of  Arkansaw,  this  county,  and  has  five 
children :  Earl,  Floyd,  Katherine,  Henry  and  Bessie.  Anna,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Rollin  Doughty,  a  farmer  of  Waterville  township,  has  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Wilford,  Herbert,  Lottie,  Belle,  Katie,  Fern,  Melvina  and  Ruth,  of 
whom  Katie  is  now  deceased.  Charlotte,  better  known  as  “Lottie,”  is  the 
wife  of  Emery  La  Pean,  a  farmer  of  Frankfort  township,  and  has  had  five 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are  Lena,  Roy  and 
George.  Marshall,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Union  township,  Pierce  county, 
Wisconsin,  married  Lizzie  Dohr  and  has  three  children :  Miles,  Gladys  and 
Verona.  George,  who  is  single,  is  residing  on  the  farm  with  his  father. 
Mrs.  Katherine  Kline  Hoffman  died  Oct.  16,  1886.  On  April  26,  1887,  Mr. 
Hoffman  was  united  in  marriage  with  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Adelia  Shimcusky.  She  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  this  county. 
Sept.  10,  1867,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Shimcusky.  Her  parents, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were  farmers.  Of  Mr.  Hoffman’s  second 
marriage  four  children  have  been  born :  Raymond,  Avalyn,  Ellis  and  Dale. 
Raymond,  who  was  a  railroad  agent  at  Strum,  Wis.,  married  Vivian  Brown. 
He  died  Nov.  9,  1918,  leaving  his  wife  and  one  child,  Katherine.  Avalyn 
is  the  wife  of  Clinton  Israelson,  now  in  the  United  States  service,  and  has 
one  child,  lone.  Ellis  and  Dale  are  residing  on  the  home  farm  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge,  at 
Arkansaw,  also  belonging  to  the  Rebeckahs  and  to  the  Durand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Archie  A.  Dunbar,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  rais¬ 
ing  in  section  21,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  April  23,  1870,  son  of  Albert  and  Harriet  (Mosher)  Dunbar.  Albert 
Dunbar  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  was  always  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  Early  in  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  a  Wisconsin  cavalry 
regiment  and  served  three  years  and  three  months,  until  its  close.  Then 
returning  home  he  resumed  farming  in  this  township  and  continued  it 
practically  until  the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of  76  years  in  August, 
19LL  He  was  a  man  of  conservative  character  and  a  first  class  farmer. 
His  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  now  residing  at  Arkansaw.  They  had  six 
children:  Alfretta,  who  died  in  childhood;  Carrie,  who  was  educated  in 
this  county,  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  now  drawing  a 
teacher's  pension,  and  who  resides  with  her  mother;  Archie  A.,  direct 


Digitized  by  t^.OOQLe 


772 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


subject  of  this  sketch;  Bert,  a  resident  of  Waterville  township;  Hattie, 
wife  of  E.  F.  Wondersee,  a  contractor  and  builder,  residing  in  Minneapolis, 
and  Clyde,  who  is  postmaster  at  Arkansaw.  Archie  A.  Dunbat,  in  his 
boyhood,  attended  district  school  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship.  He  resided  at  home  until  reaching  the  age  of  22  years,  and  was 
then  married,  June  24,  1892,  to  Rosabel  Tawya,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Rosabel  (Demo)  Tawya,  well  known  and  respected  people  of  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm  of  92  acres, 
which  he  has  since  operated,  paying  particular  attention  to  the  raising  of 
stock,  including  Guernsey  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep,  Poland-China  hogs  and 
Percheron  horses,  in  all  of  which  he  is  breeding  up  so  as  to  raise  the  grade. 
In  this  line  of  work  he  is  meeting  with  good  financial  returns  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  his  township. 
His  political  principles  are  those  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  reserves 
the  right  to  cast  an  independent  vote.  The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dunbar  has  been  rounded  out  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Ferol,  wife 
of  Omer  G.  Sandow,  a  high  school  teacher,  of  Grafton,  Wis.,  who  has  two 
children,  Hope  Ruth  and  Douglas  G. ;  Austin  Humphrey,  residing  at  home ; 
Laurel  Bernice  and  Winifred  Rosabel,  also  at  home.  Mrs.  Dunbar  is  a 
member  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  Arkansaw,  and  the  family  occupy 
a  respected  place  in  the  community  of  which  they  are  members. 

Charles  Nothom,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  profitable  stock  farm 
of  80  acres  in  section  12,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  Nov.  27,  1865,  son  of  Peter  and  Kathrine  (Leif- 
fring)  Nothom.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Belgium  and  his  mother  of 
Holland,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  New  York  State.  Peter  Nothom 
came  to  America  about  1860  and  resided  for  about  five  years  in  New 
York.  Then  coming  to  Wisconsin,  he  bought  land  in  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  and  improved  it  into  a  good  farm,  residing  on  it  for  about 
26  years.  Retiring  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Durand,  Pepin  county,  where  he  died  in  1906.  Before  coming  to  this  coun¬ 
try  he  had  served  in  the  regular  army  of  Belgium.  Charles  Nothom,  who 
was  the  fifth  born  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  attended  school  in  Buffalo 
county  and  remained  at  home  until  23  years  old,  after  which  for  about 
three  years  he  worked  for  others  in  the  vicinity  of  Durand.  He  then 
bought  a  farm  in  Union  township,  Pierce  county,  which  he  operated  for 
16  years,  and  then  sold,  purchasing  his  present  farm  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county.  It  consists  of  80  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he 
operates  as  a  general  stock  farm,  breeding  Holstein  cattle  and  Percheron 
horses.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  and  in  the 
Arkansaw  Telephone  Company,  and  formerly  for  30  years  operated  a 
threshing  outfit.  He  has  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district  for  12 
years  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  church  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Nothom  was  married  in  November,  1893,  to 
Margaret  Keller,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  this  county,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  and  Elizabeth  (Sattler)  Keller,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Mr. 
Keller,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  this  township,  was  in  the  employ  of  Carson 
&  Rand  for  a  number  of  years,  engaged  in  lumbering  and  rafting.  Later 
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he  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Pepin  county.  He  died  in  1890. 
His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son,  Henry,  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship.  Of  their  nine  children  Margaret  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth,  and 
in  her  girlhood  attended  school  in  this  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nothom 
are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are  re¬ 
spectively:  Kathrine,  who  is  unmarried,  and  is  a  milliner  by  occupation; 
Ida,  wife  of  Clarence  Pomasl,  who  is  employed  in  a  lumber  yard  at  Knapp, 
Wis. ;  Mary,  who  attended  normal  school  at  Menominee  and  is  a  teacher 
in  Lima  township,  and  Anna,  Lucy,  Henry,  John  and  Paul,  residing  at 
home.  Mr.  Nothom  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  A 
successful  farmer  and  good  citizen,  he  takes  rank  among  the  prominent 
men  of  his  township. 

Adolph  Ericson,  proprietor  of  a  modern  stock  farm  of  120  acres  in 
section  28,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township, 
April  29,  1886.  His  parents  were  Erik  and  Bertha  (Swanson)  Ericson, 
both  natives  of  Sweden,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  Erik  Ericson  came  to  the  United  States  about  1867,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Frankfort  township,  this  county.  After  developing  a  good  farm 
from  an  unimproved  tract  of  land,  he  operated  it  for  six  years  until  his 
retirement  in  1912,  and  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in  this  township.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards. 
Adolph  Ericson  in  his  boyhood  attended  district  school  at  Little  Plum, 
Frankfort  township,  this  county.  He  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
started  in  for  himself  in  1912  on  his  present  farm  of  120  acres,  a  well 
equipped  place  on  which  he  is  raising  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland-China 
hogs,  finding  an  excellent  market  for  his  products.  He  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company,  and  is  making  good  progress 
financially.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district  and  also  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  at  Little 
Plum  Creek,  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  Ericson  was  married  May  20,  1911, 
to  Eva  Carrol,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Carrol.  She  was  born  in 
Pepin  township,  this  county,  where  her  parents  were  farming  people,  and 
in  her  girlhood  attended  district  school  at  Lost  Creek,  that  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ericson  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Ethel,  Gertrude  and 
Lawrence. 

Asahel  Goss,  an  elderly  resident  of  Lima  township,  where  he  was  an 
early  settler,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1818.  He  became  a  farmer 
and  was  married  in  his  native  state  to  Susan  Teets,  who  was  also  a  Penn¬ 
sylvanian.  Later  they  removed  to  Illinois,  and  from  Mason  county,  that 
state,  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  arriving  in  November,  1863,  hav¬ 
ing  traversed  most  of  the  distance  by  steamboat.  Here  Mr.  Goss  took  land 
in  section  32,  Lima  township,  built  a  log  house  and  with  an  ox  team  began 
the  work  of  developing  a  farm.  He  had  116  acres,  which  he  cleared  with 
the  assistance  of  his  son,  Lawrence  M.,  who  now  owns  the  property,  and 
here  he  resided  until  his  death  in  January,  1893.  ■  He  had  been  one  of  the 
prominent  men  in  the  township,  having  served  as  township  treasurer, 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  in  other  offices.  His  wife,  who  was 
some  years  younger  than  himself,  died  in  March,  1907,  at  the  home  of  her 
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son,  Lawrence  M.  Lawrence  M.  Goss,  who  was  the  youngest  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  six  children,  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  in  Lima 
township.  He  resided  at  home,  working  on  the  farm  and  when  22  years 
of  age  taught  school  in  Lima  township,  and  also  in  Canton  township,  Buf¬ 
falo  county,  being  thus  occupied  for  four  years.  During  his  vacations  he 
continued  to  assist  his  father  on  the  parental  homestead,  which  in  time 
came  into  his  possession.  He  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
having  a  well  equipped  place,  of  the  original  acreage,  and  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Inter-county  Telephone  Company  and  the  Tarrant  County 
Co-operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Goss  has  served  as  township  clerk  for  the 
last  22  years,  and  has  also  been  school  clerk  for  several  years.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  with  independent  proclivities.  On  Feb.  25,  1895,  Mr. 
Goss  was  married  to  Mary  Forster,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Julia  (Fidi)  Forster.  Both  her  parents  were  born 
in  Austria,  the  father  in  1844  and  the  mother  in  April,  1849.  The  former 
was  a  stone  mason  by  trade,  but  was  also  a  useful  man  in  many  other 
ways.  He  was  only  12  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America,  and  after 
attaining  maturity  he  worked  at  various  occupations  besides  masonry. 
For  many  years  he  operated  a  threshing  outfit  and  also  a  sawmill,  but 
always  called  himself  a  farmer.  He  still  resides  in  Lima  township,  but 
is  now  retired.  During  his  active  career  he  served  at  various  times  m 
local  office,  including  that  of  school  treasurer.  His  wife  is  also  living. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Mary, 
was  the  eldest.  She  was  educated  in  Lima  township,  attending  district 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goss  have  been  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Ruth 
Elizabeth,  Annie,  John,  Irene  Margaret,  Richard  Carl,  Julia  Susanna, 
Daniel  Charles,  Susan  Rosina,  Mary  Cecelia  and  James  Lewis.  Annie  and 
John  are  now  deceased ;  the  others  are  residing  at  home.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Goss  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  has  been  a  suc¬ 
cessful  man  in  the  line  of  industry  he  represents,  and  fie  and  his  family 
are  highly  respected  in  Lima  township. 

Job  Denton  Eldridge,  jurist,  journalist  and  educator,  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Durand,  and  one  of  the  most  noted  citizens  of  Pepin  county, 
who  died  March  10,  1908,  was  born  at  Dover,  Maine,  June  2,  1847,  son 
of  Ensign  and  Eunice  P.  (Dow)  Eldridge.  The  early  progenitors  of  the 
Eldridge  family  in  this  country  were  among  the  puritan  settlers  in  New 
England  and  were  men  and  women  of  a  sturdy  race.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  fought  for  American  independence  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Ensign  and  Eunice  P.  Eldridge,  parents  of 
Judge  Eldridge,  came  west  in  1849,  locating  near  Chilton,  Calumet  county, 
Wis.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  May  24,  1858,  after 
nine  years  spent  in  pioneer  labor.  His  wife  survived  him  about  24  years, 
passing  away  in  1882.  They  had  five  children,  of  whom  Job  Denton  was 
the  youngest.  The  latter  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Calumet 
county,  the  Chilton  high  school  and  the  normal  school  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 
He  was  quite  young  when  his  father  died,  being  hardly  eleven  years  of 
age,  and  after  that  event  the  home  farm  was  operated  by  his  next  elder 
brother.  Job  and  his  mother  residing  with  the  latter.  He  was  still  attend- 
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ing  school  when  17,  and  also  working  at  intervals  on  the  farm.  At  the  age 
of  20  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  at  about  the  same  time  he  engaged 
in  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hobart  &  Reynolds,  at  Chilton.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chilton,  and  began  the  practice  of  law.  In  1879 
Mr.  Eldridge  came  to  Durand  and  soon  after  became  a  partner  of  John 
Frazer,  this  connection,  however,  lasting  but  a  short  time,  as  Mr.  Eldridge 
soon  went  to  Stockholm,  Wis.,  where  he  practiced  law  and  taught  school  for 
about  three  years.  He  was  married,  at  Durand,  April  24,  1884,  to  May 
Babcock,  who  was  born  on  Bear  Creek,  where  Durand  was  first  settled, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Harriet  M.  (Babcock)  Babcock.  Returning 
to  Durand  from  Stockholm,  Mr.  Eldridge  now  engaged  in  a  new  enterprise, 
in  January,  1885,  becoming  the  owner,  by  purchase  with  E.  F.  Morsbach, 
of  the  Pepin  County  Courier,  a  weekly  newspaper,  which  they  conducted 
for  about  five  years.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  was  elected 
to  the  same  office,  in  which  he  served  until  1887.  In  1890  he  was  elected 
county  judge,  which  office  he  filled  with  credit  for  four  years.  During  a 
part  of  that  time  he  also  served  as  deputy  register  of  deeds.  In  1899 
Judge  Eldridge  re-entered  the  journalistic  field,  becoming  owner  of  his 
old  newspaper,  the  Courier,  in  partnership  with  B.  E.  Barton,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  until  the  latter’s  retirement  in  1902,  when  he  became 
the  sole  owner.  His  proprietorship  of  the  paper  lasted  until  his  death  in 
1908,  and  from  that  time  on  the  Journal  was  conducted  by  his  widow  and 
children,  until  1914,  when  they  sold  their  interests  to  Bardill  Brothers. 
In  addition  to  his  useful  activities  in  connection  with  the  bench  and  bar, 
the  journalistic  field,  and  the  cause  of  education,  Judge  Eldridge  was  per¬ 
sonally  interested  in  various  other  local  enterprises.  He  was  a  director 
and  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Durand,  and  was  the  owner  of  valuable 
city  property,  both  of  a  business  and  residence  character,  including  a 
tract  of  12  acres  inside  the  city  limits.  But  while  thus  .advancing  his 
private  interests  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  public  welfare,  to  which 
he  cheerfully  devoted  a  part  of  his  time.  He  was  a  member  of  the  fire 
department,  and  being  elected  a  member  of  the  library  board  in  1897,  he 
served  efficiently  on  that  board  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican,  with  leanings  toward  prohibition  doctrine,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  served  as  alderman.  When  a  young  man  of  19  years  he 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  ever  after  remained  a 
faithful  member,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Epworth  League, 
of  which  society  he  was  the  first  president  in  Durand.  His  fraternal  soci¬ 
ety  affiliations  were  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  For¬ 
esters,  and  the  Beavers,  of  which  last  mentioned  order  he  was  a  social 
member.  Judge  Eldridge  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
Robert  Graham,  Harriet  Eunice,  Jennie  Bernice  and  Florence  M.  Robert 
G.,  bom  March  23,  1885,  married  Clara  Gleason,  and  now  resides  at  Pine- 
hurst,  Wash.,  and  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  job  engraver  and  printer,  at 
Everett.  He  has  one  child,  John  Denton.  Harriet  E.,  born  Oct.  17,  1891, 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Griswold,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  resides  in 
Missouri.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  Elizabeth  May,  Nedra 
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Elaine  and  Florence  Bernice.  Jennie  B.,  born  Jan.  27,  1894,  who  is  unmar¬ 
ried,  was  graduated  in  music  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  is  now  a  music 
teacher  there.  Florence  M.,  born  March  12,  1895;  graduated  in  1917  from 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  and  is  now  physical  director  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  at  Austin,  Texas. 
Mrs.  Eldridge,  who  survives  her  husband,  is  still  residing  in  Durand, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
best  society  here,  and  a  member  of  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

George  W.  Babcock,  who,  in  former  years,  was  actively  engaged  in 
agriculture  in  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  and  also  for  a  while  in 
manufacturing,  in  Durand,  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  September, 
1837.  Coming  west  in  early  life,  he  worked  for  a  number  of  years  as  sawyer 
in  a  mill  at  Bear  Creek  and  later  operated  the  first  steam  threshing  outfit 
in  the  Bear  Creek  Valley.  After  that  for  a  few  years  he  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  chair  factory  at  Durand,  and  was  subsequently  sawyer  in  a  mill 
there.  He  then  returned  to  the  occupation  of  threshing.  About  1891  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  and  later  im¬ 
proved  a  farm  in  Durand  township,  adjoining  Durand,  residing  there  until 
a  few  months  before  his  death,  when  he  came  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Eldridge  of  Durand.  His  death  took  place  June  2,  1908,  and 
was  much  regretted  throughout  this  community,  of  which  he  was  an  active 
and  enterprising  citizen  and  where  he  had  many  friends.  Mr.  Babcock 
was  married  to  Harriet  M.  Babcock,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  Dec.  31, 
1842,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1888.  They  had  two  children:  May,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Hon.  Job  D.  Eldridge,  and  is  now  a  widow,  residing  in  Durand; 
and  Maud  E.,  who  married  John  Burtis,  resides  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  has 
one  son,  Orville,  who  was  born  in  1895. 

Joseph  Hoover,  of  section  1,  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  is  an 
agriculturist  who  is  making  good  progress  on  the  road  to  fortune,  being 
already  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  as  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  230 
acres,  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  urgent  demand  for  agricultural 
products  of  all  kinds.  He  was  born  in  Rock  Creek  township,  Dunn  county, 
Wisconsin,  Aug.  6,  1880,  son  of  Elias  and  Katherine  (Lock)  Hoover,  and 
is  therefore  now  in  the  prime  of  life  with  all  his  energies  unimpaired,  and 
capable  of  the  maximum  amount  of  physical  and  mental  effort.  The  father, 
Elias  Hoover,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1833,  and  also  was  a  farmer, 
adding  to  the  agricultural  resources  of  Rock  Creek  township,  Dunn  county, 
by  clearing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
deceased.  They  had  a  large  family,  numbering  13  children,  of  whom 
Joseph  was  the  youngest.  Joseph  Hoover  attended  school  at  Rock  Falls, 
Dunn  county,  and  at  the  age  of  13  years  began  working  out  on  farms, 
thereby  hardening  his  muscles  and  acquiring  much  practical  experience 
that  has  since  been  of  use  to  him.  During  two  winters  he  worked  in  the 
woods  at  lumbering,  but  with  those  exceptions,  he  continued  to  work  out 
at  farming  until  some  17  years  ago,  about  the  year  1900,  when  he  found 
himself  in  a  position  to  become  an  independent  farmer,  thus  realizing  a 
long-felt  ambition.  It  was  then  that  he  began  his  prosperous  career  on 
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the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  of  which  he  has  cleared  up  the  greater 
part,  and  on  which  he  has  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings,  and 
equipped  with  all  necessary  machinery  and  implements  of  modern  type. 
Mr.  Hoover  carries  on  general  farming,  keeping  Guernsey  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs,  and  finding  a  ready  market  for  his  products,  whether  of  grain 
or  stock.  As  one  of  the  leading  and  responsible  men  of  his  township  he 
has  served  on  both  the  town  and  county  boards  and  as  a  member  of  his 
district  school  board,  bringing  to  bear  on  public  affairs  the  sound  practical 
sense  that  he  has  manifested  in  his  own  private  concerns.  His  political 
principles  are  those  of  the  Republican  party.  October  9,  1900,  Mr.  Hoover 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Cora  Isham,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Clara  (Bel- 
den)  Isham,  her  parents  being  farming  people  of  Albany  township,  in  the 
schools  of  which  township  she  was  educated.  The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hoover  has  been  rounded  out  and  perfected  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  named  respectively:  Glenn,  Wallace,  Eva,  Bessie,  Gale,  Russell, 
William  and  Mildred.  Glenn  is  a  student  in  the  Sweeny  Automobile  School 
at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Richard  Augustus  Buchanan,  proprietor  of  a  fine  stock  and  dairy  farm 
in  Waterville  township,  near  the  village  of  Arkansaw,  was  bom  in  this 
township,  Oct.  15,  1860,  son  of  Gabriel  and  Eleanor  (Cavcaden)  Buchanan. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
three  years  old,  they  settling  in  Canada,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  there  married  and  subsequently  came  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Pepin  county,  in  the  vicinity  of  Arkansaw,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers.  He  also  worked  a  short  time  at  Eau  Galle  for  Carson 
&  Rand.  Settling  on  the  farm  where  his  son,  Richard,  now  lives,  he  spent 
many  years  in  improving  it,  dying  here,  March  21,  1888.  His  wife,  who 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  survived  him  a  few  years,  her  death  occurring 
Feb.  15,  1893.  Gabriel  Buchanan  took  an  active  interest  in  school  and 
church  work  and  was  a  useful  and  industrious  citizen.  Richard  A.  Buchanan 
was  the  seventh  born  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  attended  school  at 
Arkansaw  and  was  only  14  years  old  when  he  took  practical  charge  of  the 
farm,  of  which  he  later  became  the  owner.  This  farm  now  contains  234 
acres  and  all  the  most  modem  improvements  have  been  made  by  him.  It 
is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  village,  a  part  of  it  touching  the  village 
limits.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  breeding  various  kinds  of  stock,  including 
Guernsey  cattle,  Oxford  sheep  and  Poland-China  hogs,  in  all  of  which 
lines  of  industry  he  is  doing  a  profitable  business.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  Company  and  a  stockholder  in 
the  Telephone  Company,  of  which  latter  organization  he  was  one  of  the 
founders.  Mr.  Buchanan  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  not  active  in 
public  affairs,  having  hitherto  declined  local  office.  He  was  married,  Sept. 
16,  1896,  to  Lillian  Louise  Hoffman,  who  was  bora  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  on  Green  Island,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Katherine  (Kline)  Hoffman. 
Of  this  union  five  children  have  been  bora :  Earl,  Floyd,  Katherine  Eleanor, 
Henry  and  Bessie  May.  Earl  is  now  attending  Eau  Claire  Normal  School 
and  is  studying  to  be  an  electrical  engineer.  Floyd  graduated  from 
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the  Durand  High  School  in  the  class  of  1917;  Katherine  E.,  Henry  and 
Bessie  May,  are  all  residing  at  home. 

Goodheart  Hutter,  a  well  known  resident  of  Waterville  township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  in  contract  work  as  a  mason, 
was  born  in  Jefferson,  Jefferson  county,  Wis.,  Aug.  24,  1861.  His  parents, 
Joseph  and  Paulina  (Sirler)  Hutter,  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father, 
who  was  a  mason,  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man  and  followed 
his  trade  in  Jefferson  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1870  he  came  to  Pepin 
county  and  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Waterville  township,  which  he 
cleared  and  developed  into  a  farm.  On  one  or  more  occasions  he  returned 
to  Jefferson  and  worked  at  his  trade  there  during  the  summer.  The  farm 
remained  his  home,  however,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1901.  His 
wife  died  in  1915.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  Goodheart  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Goodheart  Hutter  attended  district  school  in 
Waterville  township  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  22  years  of 
age.  He  then  followed  the  mason’s  trade  for  a  number  of  years,  depending 
upon  it  for  a  livelihood  until  1895,  when  he  bought  land  and  engaged  in 
farming,  which  he  has  followed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  ever 
since,  also  taking  contracts  for  mason  work  and  plastering  from  time  to 
time.  His  present  farm,  to  which  he  came  in  1912,  is  located  in  section 
25,  and  consists  of  80  acres  of  valuable  land,  well  improved,  and  which  he 
operates  in  a  general  way,  raising  both  crops  and  stock.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw  and  in  politics  is  independent. 
Mr.  Hutter  was  married  June  13,  1888,  at  Durand,  to  Ida  Crandall,  who 
was  born  in  Michigan,  daughter  of  Jason  and  Ruth  (McDonald)  Crandall. 
Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  New  York  State,  were  early  settlers  in 
Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  resided  many  years.  When  they 
moved  they  came  to  Durand,  Pepin  county,  in  which  place  Mrs.  Crandall 
died.  Her  husband  then  returned  to  New  York  State.  While  a  resident  of 
Pepin  county,  he  served  at  times  in  local  office.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutter  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children :  Nina,  who  resides  at  Rice  Lake ;  Clara,  wife 
of  Peter  Manor,  living  at  Rice  Lake;  Myrtle;  Helen;  Earl,  who  married 
Blanche  Richardson,  and  lives  on  the  Hutter  farm,  and  William,  who  is 
serving  as  a  mechanic  in  the  United  States  army;  Clarence,  John  and 
Charles,  residing  at  home.  All  are  unmarried  except  Clara,  Earl  and 
Nina. 

John  E.  Marks,  a  well  known  stock  farmer  of  Pepin  township,  Pepin 
county,  whose  well  kept  modern  farm  of  130  acres  is  located  in  section  16, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Pepin,  this  county,  May  28,  1881.  His  parents 
were  Otto  and  Mamie  (Parkinson)  Marks,  the  father  a  native  of  Prussia 
and  the  mother  of  England.  The  former  was  a  blacksmith  and  also  con¬ 
ducted  a  hardware  store,  after  coming  to  Pepin,  Wis.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  village  and  a  member  of  the  village  board,  but  is  now  de¬ 
ceased,  the  hardware  store  being  conducted  by  his  brother,  William,  until 
1918,  when  he  sold  out.  Mrs.  Mamie  Marks,  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  still  living.  John  E.  Marks  acquired  his  education  in  the 
graded  school  of  the  village  of  Pepin.  At  the  age  of  17  years  he  began 
working  on  the  railroad  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a  number  of  years  as 
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switchman  and  brakeman  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railway, 
between  Savannah,  Ill.,  and  St.  Paul,  Minn.  About  1908  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  buying  his  present  place  in  section  16,  Pepin  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Here  he  has  a  very  good  farm,  which 
he  devotes  largely  to  the  raising  of  stock.  The  buildings,  which  are  neat, 
modern  and  substantial,  he  has  erected  himself,  and  the  place  gives  ample 
evidence  of  thrift  and  prosperity  on  the  part  of  its  owner.  Mr.  Marks 
is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Woodmen’s  Camp  at  Pepin,  and  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  that 
village.  He  is  independent  in  politics.  On  Sept.  12,  1904,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mamie  Lincoln,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Fannie  (Howard) 
Lincoln,  of  Pepin  village,  her  father  being  operator  of  a  grain-threshing 
outfit.  She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  village,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  in  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  have  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Lucile,  Mildred,  Loretta  and  Marjorie,  all  of  whom  are  residing 
at  home. 

Irvin  Holden,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  and  dairy  farm  in  section 
35,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  this  township,  July  25,  1878,  son 
of  John  P.  and  Susan  (Richardson)  Holden.  The  father  was  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  Dec.  25,  1839,  and  from  the  age  of  14  to  that  of  17  followed  a  mari¬ 
time  life  as  ship’s  boy  and  sailor  on  the  Atlantic  ocean.  He  then  abandoned 
the  sea  and  coming  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  entered  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  lumbermen,  and  worked  on  the  Chippewa  river  for  a 
number  of  years.  After  that  he  was  employed  for  eight  or  ten  years  on 
the  boom  at  Round  Hill.  Since  then  he  has  been  practically  retired  and 
is  now  residing  in  Waterville  township.  His  wife,  Susan,  who  was  bom 
in  England,  Nov.  26,  1845,  is  also  living.  Irvin  Holden  was  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  In  boyhood  he  attended 
school  in  district  No.  4,  Waterville  township,  which  was  known  as  the 
Plummer  district.  Brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits,  when  20  years 
old,  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm  and  continued  on  it  for  one  year  after 
his  marriage  in  April,  1899.  He  then  operated  another  farm  for  four 
years,  after  which  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  located 
in  section  35,  Waterville  township,  and  containing  80  acres  of  good  land 
which  he  is  operating  in  a  general  way,  raising  crops  and  stock,  besides 
carrying  on  dairying.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone 
Company  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Holden  is  independent  in  politics.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  serving  as  school  clerk.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  is  fraternally  associated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  On  April  29,  1899,  Irvin  Holden  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Clara  Stuart,  who  was  bom  in  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Levine  (Thompson)  Stuart.  Of  this  union  eight  children 
have  been  born:  Floyd  Stuart,  Jennie  Marie,  James  Powell,  Lila  Blanche, 
Wilbur  Irwin,  Doris  Blanche,  Norman  Herbert  and  Eveline  Arline,  all  of 
whom  are  residing  at  home. 

James  Stuart,  who  died  on  his  farm  in  Waubeek  township,  in  the 
spring  of  1906,  was  born  in  Canada,  Nov.  25,  1831.  At  the  age  of  15 
years  he  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  and  resided  in  this  vicinity 
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until  the  Civil  War,  when  he  joined  as  a  private  a  company  of  light  artil¬ 
lery,  recruited  from  Dunn  county,  with  which  he  served  at  the  front. 
Escaping  causualties,  he  returned  home  after  the  war  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  where  he  worked  for  a 
number  of  years  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  as  cook  in  their  lumber  camps, 
and  later  for  Carson  &  Rand.  After  being  connected  with  the  lumber 
industry  for  many  years  he  finally  settled  on  his  farm  in  Waubeek  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Levina  Thompson,  and  who  was  bom  in  England  in 
1833,  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  five  years,  her  parents  locating 
in  Waubeek  township,  this  county.  She  is  still  living  on  the  homestead. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Samuel  J.,  James  W.,  Milton  E., 
William  W.,  Catherine  J.,  Clara  B.,  Charles  E.,  Gracie  and  Claude  (twins) , 
Levina  W.  Samuel  J.,  Catherine  and  Claude  are  deceased. 

John  Drier,  a  well  known  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  located  in  section 
11,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  this  township,  April  26,  1874,  son 
of  John  and  Barbara  (Bauer)  Drier,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Germany 
and  the  mother  of  Austria.  John  Drier,  Sr.,  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  Jefferson  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  From  there  he  removed  to  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  and  was  employed 
for  some  time  by  Carson  &  Rand,  well  known  lumbermen.  After  leaving 
them,  he  settled  on  the  land  now  farmed  by  his  son  and  namesake,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  which  was  then  covered  with  timber.  On  it  he 
built  a  small  log  house  in  which  he  lived  for  five  or  six  years,  when  it  was 
replaced  by  a  more  commodious  dwelling.  After  many  years  spent  in 
improving  the  place,  he  died  here,  June  28,  1915.  His  wife,  who  survived 
him,  is  now  residing  in  Eau  Claire.  Their  son,  John,  was  the  eldest  of 
their  four  children.  John  Drier,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  Liddy  district 
school  in  this  township  and  his  industrial  career,  which  he  began  at  an 
early  age,  has  been  devoted  to  farming,  of  which  he  has  a  thorough  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge.  He  assisted  his  father  until  his  marriage,  and  then  bought 
land  in  Pierce  county,  near  Plum  City,  where  he  farmed  for  three  and  a 
half  years.  Then  selling  that  place,  he  bought  the  old  home  farm,  and 
now  owns  100  acres  of  valuable  land  in  section  11,  Waterville  township, 
and  20  acres  near  Eau  Galle.  He  raises  good  stock,  as  well  as  crops,  and 
is  financially  interested  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  and  the  Telephone 
Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw, 
and  in  politics  is  independent.  In  1915  he  built  a  fine  modern  eight-room 
house,  and  has  also  erected  or  remodeled  all  the  buildings  on  his  place. 
Mr.  Drier  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  domestic  life,  Oct.  22,  1900, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia  Schlosser,  who  was  born  May 
15,  1877,  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Theresa  Schlosser.  Her  parents  were 
born  and  married  in  Germany,  coming  to  the  United  States  at  an  early 
date  and  settling  on  an  unimproved  farm  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county, 
Wisconsin.  There  were  few  other  settlers  here  then  and  Mr.  Schlosser  and 
wife  had  to  struggle  with  pioneer  conditions  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
developed  the  tract  of  land  on  which  he  settled  and  later  bought  another 
farm  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Buffalo  county.  He  also  cleared  still  another 
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farm,  thus  doing  good  work  in  helping  to  improve  this  section  of  the 
country.  His  last  years  were  spent  on  a  farm  in  Waterville  township, 
where  he  died,  Aug.  18,  1913.  His  wife  now  resides  on  the  small  farm 
near  the  Arkansaw  church  in  this  township.  They  had  a  large  family, 
numbering  twelve  children,  of  whom  Julia  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth. 
She  attended  school  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  Buffalo  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Drier  two  children  have  been  born:  Henry  Clarence,  born  Dec.  23, 
1901,  who  is  his  father’s  assistant  on  the  farm;  and  Laura  Amelia,  born 
May  29,  1905,  who  also  is  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Drier  and  his  son  belong 
to  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin,  and  he  and  his  family  are  esteemed 
members  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

Henry  Glasbrenner,  formerly  a  well  known  and  successful  farmer  of 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  31,  1849,  son 
of  Lenhart  Glasbrenner,  also  a  native  of  that  country,  where  he  followed 
the  shoemaker’s  trade.  He  attended  school  in  Germany  and  was 
33  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  country,  settling  first  at  Princeton,  Ill., 
where  he  was  employed  in  farming  and  brickmaking.  He  came  to  Pepin 
township,  this  county,  in  1887.  After  working  out  until  about  1888,  Mr. 
Glasbrenner  then  purchased  land  in  section  4,  Pepin  township,  which  he 
improved  in  time  into  a  good  farm,  being  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
man.  It  now  contains  177  acres,  is  well  equipped  with  good  buildings  and 
an  ample  supply  of  machinery,  and  is  operated  by  his  widow  and  son  Henry. 
Mr.  Glasbrenner  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church  in  Pepin.  In  1878  Mr.  Glasbrenner  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lena  Grup,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  June  23,  1856,  her  parents, 
now  deceased,  being  farmers.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born: 
Lena,  Charles,  Henry,  William,  Ernest,  John  and  Rosa.  Lena  is  now 
residing  in  Princeton,  Ill.  Charles  married  Mary  Johnston  and  is  a  farmer 
at  Maxbass,  N.  Dak.  He  has  one  child,  Gladys.  Henry,  who  was  engaged 
in  operating  the  home  farm,  married  Emelda  Wojahn.  In  October,  1917, 
he  went  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  where  he  is  employed  in  a  munition  and  manu¬ 
facturing  plant.  William  is  a  sergeant  in  the  United  States  army.  Ernest 
is  butter  maker  in  a  creamery  at  New  Prague,  Minn.  John,  who  was 
employed  on  a  farm  at  Princeton,  Ill.,  is  now  operating  the  home  farm. 
Rosa  resides  at  home  with  her  mother  and  brother  Henry.  The  family  is 
one  of  high  respectability  and  is  in  substantial  circumstances,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  whatever  is  for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  they  reside. 

Claude  C.  Clemens,  D.  D.  S.,  one  of  the  leading  dentists  of  Pepin  county, 
engaged  in  practice  in  Durand,  was  born  at  El  Paso,  Woodford  county, 
Ill.,  Aug.  26,  1879,  son  of  James  Thompson  and  Matilda  M.  (St.  John) 
Clemens.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Marshall  county,  that  state,  Dec. 
7,  1850,  was  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  the  business  of 
bottling  soda  water  and  other  beverages  at  Fairbury,  Livingston  county, 
I1L,  where  he  died  Sept.  15, 1890.  He  was  a  man  of  forceful  character  and 
a  much  respected  citizen  of  his  community,  in  which  he  at  various  times 
served  in  public  office.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  Chenoa,  Livingston 
county,  HI.,  after  his  death,  moved  to  Galesburg,  Ill.,  where  she  resided 
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until  1900.  She  is  now  living  at  the  home  of  her  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  In  addition  to  this  son,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  T.  Clemens  had  a 
daughter,  who,  in  1900,  accompanied  her  mother  to  Europe  for  a  year’s 
travel  and  study.  Six  months  of  that  time  were  spent  in  Munich,  Germany, 
where  she  studied  music  and  the  French  and  German  languages.  After 
returning  home  in  1901  she  was  in  Knox  College  for  two  and  a  half  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  19  had  finished  the  first  semester  of  her  junior  year, 
when  her  health  failed,  and  her  mother  took  her  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where 
she  spent  three  months.  She  then  went  to  Biloxi,  Miss.,  and  later  to  Com¬ 
fort,  Texas,  where  she  passed  away,  Feb.  23,  1906.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Delta  Delta  Sorority  at  Knox  College.  Claude  C.  Clemens  was 
the  elder  of  his  parents'  two  children.  He  attended  public  school  at  Fair- 
bury,  Ill.,  and  was  subsequently  a  pupil  at  Kenyon  Military  Academy,  at 
Gambier,  Ohio,  and  still  later  at  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  where  he  spent 
two  years.  In  the  class  of  1902  he  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  College 
of  Dental  Surgery.  By  this  time  he  had  had  some  industrial  experience, 
having,  during  his  vacation,  while  a  pupil  at  the  military  school,  worked 
in  a  wholesale  extract  house  in  Chicago,  later,  during  his  vacations  while 
at  Knox  College,  worked  in  a  clothing  store,  and  also  for  one  full  year, 
and  having  after  that  bought  a  half  interest  in  a  grocery  store,  with  which 
he  was  connected  for  about  one  year,  disposing  of  his  interest  therein  to 
attend  dental  college.  After  receiving  his  degree  as  doctor  of  dental 
surgery  he  began  practice  in  La  Crosse,  where  he  remained  between  five 
and  six  years.  His  health  then  failing,  Dr.  Clemens  resolved  to  seek  a 
new  location  farther  west.  He  had  already  started  when,  happening  to 
make  a  stop  in  Durand,  he  was  impressed  by  the  opportunities  here  and 
resolved  to  try  the  location.  This  proved  a  fortunate  resolution,  as  he 
has  not  only  succeeded  in  working  up  an  excellent  practice  here,  but  his 
health  quickly  began  to  improve  so  that  he  soon  gave  up  all  idea  of  making 
another  move,  finding  everything  satisfactory  where  he  is.  He  has  identi¬ 
fied  himself  closely  with  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  place,  taking 
a  useful  part  in  its  various  activities.  For  two  years  he  served  as  city 
treasurer,  he  is  the  present  secretary  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  holds 
the  same  office  in  the  County  Council  of  Defense.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  in  religious  faith  a  Presbyterian,  being  a  member  of  the  church 
or  that  denomination  in  Fairbury,  Ill.  Dr.  Clemens  has  now  resided  m 
this  city  since  1908,  and  has  been  steadily  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  is  well  skilled.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
First  National  Bank  and  has  other  financial  interests.  He  belongs  both 
to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Durand,  being  the 
present  master  of  the  former,  and  is  exceptionally  proficient  in  Masonic 
work.  His  other  society  affiliations  are  with  the  Beta  Theta  Phi  and  Delta 
Sigma  Delta  college  fraternities.  Dr.  Clemens  was  married,  Oct.  26,  1904, 
to  Evelyn  Irvine,  who  was  born  at  Beef  Slough  No.  2,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  (Collins)  Irvine.  Her  father, 
a  native  of  Canada,  after  residing  in  that  country  for  a  number  of  years, 
moved  to  Trempealeau,  Wis.,  where  he  died  in  1890.  A  man  of  some 
inventive  genius,  he  originated  the  machine  for  making  the  plugs  used  in 
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rafting.  His  wife  Ellen,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  is  still  living  in  Trem¬ 
pealeau.  Their  daughter  Evelyn  (Mrs.  Clemens),  who  was  the  third  born 
in  a  family  of  four  children,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Trem¬ 
pealeau.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clemens  have  6ne  child,  James  Irvine,  who  was 
born  Sept.  29,  1905,  and  is  now  attending  school  at  Durand. 

James  Fleming,  a  pioneer  of  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  in  his  day 
widely  known  and  respected,  but  now  deceased,  was  born  at  Kittanning, 
Armstrong  county,  Penn.,  Aug.  31,  1816,  and  died  at  Pepin,  May  14,  1887. 
He  was  of  Irish  descent,  his  parents  being  John  and  Sarah  (Everett)  Flem¬ 
ing.  After  acquiring  a  limited  education,  James  Fleming,  at  19  years  of 
age,  began  life  as  a  pilot  on  a  lumber  raft,  running  on  the  Allegheny  and 
Ohio  rivers.  In  1837  he  made  a  trip  as  far  as  New  Orleans.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried,  Dec.  27,  1838,  to  Susan,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Betsy  (Gumbert) 
Pence.  She  was  born  March  31,  1820.  Mr.  Fleming  worked  as  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  as  an  employee  in  a  distillery,  and  at  farming  until  1848,  when  he 
removed  to  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and 
also  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  1854  he  made  a  trip  to  Pepin  and  decided 
to  locate  here  with  his  family.  The  following  year  he  loaded  his  goods 
and  family  into  a  wagon  and  started  to  drive  to  Wisconsin.  One  horse 
became  lame,  and  he  then  shipped  his  outfit  on  a  steamboat  from  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  paying  all  his  ready  money  for  their  fare  to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  On 
the  route  he  was  seized  with  cholera  and  landed  penniless  at  Davenport. 
A  part  of  the  wagon  had  been  miscarried,  so  they  were  unable  to  proceed 
by  team.  Riding  the  horses  out  a  few  miles,  they  were  met  and  befriended 
by  a  farmer,  who  kindly  entertained  the  family,  gave  Mr.  Fleming  medi¬ 
cine,  which  soon  caused  him  to  recover,  and  advanced  him  a  small  sum 
of  money.  The  balance  c.f  his  wagon  having  arrived  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  family  drove  to  Le  Claire,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Fleming  got  work  teaming, 
with  the  proceeds  of  which  the  journey  was  continued  to  Guttenburg, 
Iowa.  Here  he  took  passage  by  steamer  to  Reed's  Landing,  Minn.,  agree¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  goods  as  security  for  a  portion  of  their  fare,  which  was 
advanced  by  a  merchant  at  Reed’s  on  their  arrival,  who  took  security  on 
the  goods.  Crossing  to  Pepin,  Mr.  Fleming  began  teaming,  redeemed  his 
goods,  and  the  following  year,  1856,  made  a  claim  on  section  17,  township 
23,  range  14.  Here  he  built  a  log  cabin  and  bgean  the  work  of  developing 
a  farm,  continuing  to  make  improvements  until  his  death.  He  was  an 
active  enterprising  man,  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  church 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  died  about  1894.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  John,  born  March  23,  1840,  now  a  farmer  in 
section  19,  Pepin  township;  Nancy  J.,  born  Nov.  6,  1841,  who  died  Dec.  7, 
1845;  Elizabeth,  bom  Dec.  14,  1842,  who  died  Dec.  2,  1845;  Thomas  M., 
bom  Oct.  13,  1844,  who  died  Dec.  1,  1845;  Milton,  born  April  6,  1846,  who 
lives  at  Plum  Creek,  Pepin  county ;  Eliza  A.,  born  June  19,  1847,  who  first 
married  Fred  Young,  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Dunn, 
and  now  lives  with  her  son,  James,  at  Chisholm,  Minn.,  and  Sarah  E., 
bom  Feb.  27,  1849,  who  died  Feb.  2,  1890. 

John  Fleming,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  his  farm  of  160  acres  in 
section  19,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
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March  23,  1840,  son  of  James  and  Susan  (Pence)  Fleming.  He  was  a  boy 
of  15  when  he  set  out  with  his  parents  for  the  West,  they  settling  on  land 
in  Pepin  township,  in  1855.  Until  he  was  19  years  old  he  attended  district 
school  for  a  part  of  the  time,  but,  being  the  eldest  child  in  the  family, 
and  for  some  years  the  only  one  able  to  be  of  service,  as  several  had  died 
in  infancy,  he  was  his  father’s  chief  assistant  in  helping  to  clear  and 
cultivate  the  parental  acres.  At  the  age  of  21  he  began  working  out  as 
a  farm  laborer  and  was  thus  employed  until  1862,  during  which  time  he 
resided  at  home.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  bought  a  farm  in  section 
19,  Pepin  township,  and  having  married,  began  domestic  life.  From  time 
to  time  he  purchased  more  land  until  by  1876  he  was  the  owner  of  410 
acres,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
breeding  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  In  that  work  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  1914,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired.  During  his  active 
career  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards,  on  which  he 
rendered  efficient  service,  working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived  and  endeavoring  to  improve  the  educational  facilities  of 
his  school  district.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church  at  Pepin.  On  Aug.  21,  1862,  John  Fleming  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  J.  Littel,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary 
(Brown)  Littel.  She  was  born  at  Presque  Isle,  Mich.,  Sept.  26,  1848,  and 
died  in  1912.  Of  this  union  ten  children  were  born — William  Henry, 
Eugene  Burton,  Milton  Fenner,  Clara,  Truman,  May,  James,  Arminda,  Sher¬ 
man  A.  and  John  F. — whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  William  Henry 
married  Mattie  Broatch,  and  is  now  a  school  teacher  at  Billings,  Mont. 
Eugene  Burton,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Pepin  county,  married  Eva  Wheeler, 
and  has  two  children,  Elsie  and  Alvin.  Milton,  who  is  now  in  the  lumber 
business,  at  Pepin,  married  Nellie  Fenner,  and  has  one  child,  Lloyd.  Clara 
is  the  wife  of  George  Wheeler,  a  mail  carrier,  attached  to  the  Pepin  post 
office,  and  has  six  children,  Elva,  Velma,  Marlin,  Myra,  Ralph  and  Graydon. 
Truman,  who  is  engaged  in  transfer  business  at  Glenwood,  Wis.,  married 
Maud  Saddler,  now  deceased.  He  has  four  children,  Lyla,  Raymond,  Glenn 
and  Lucile.  May  is  the  wife  of  Orlo  Fuller,  a  mail  clerk  on  the  Green  Bay 
and  Western  Railway,  and  her  children  are  Glae,  Zella,  Eunice  and  Royce. 
James,  who  was  a  dentist  at  Durand,  is  now  deceased.  He  left  three  chil¬ 
dren,  James  Clinton,  Jock  and  Richard.  Arminda  is  the  wife  of  George 
Barnes,  who  is  engaged  in  the  dray  business  at  Glenwood  City.  She  has 
three  children,  Dale,  Myrtle  and  Elton.  Sherman  A.,  who  is  connected 
with  a  lumber  yard  at  Pepin  village,  married  Goldie  Saddler,  and  has  live 
children,  Carol,  Morris,  Ned,  Roule  and  Bema.  John  F.,  who  was  born  in 
1866,  died  in  the  following  year.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Fleming 
has  eight  living  children  and  28  grandchildren.  On  July  31,  1915,  he  mar¬ 
ried  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Christina  Siefert,  daughter  of  David  Hetrich, 
of  Nelson  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where,  in  her  girlhood  she 
attended  district  school.  Her  mother  is  deceased,  but  her  father  is  still 
living.  Mrs.  Christina  Fleming  died  in  1917,  and  in  August,  1918,  Mr. 
Fleming  married  for  his  third  wife,  Mrs.  Jennie  Gates,  of  Arkansaw,  Wis., 
daughter  of  Jacob  S.  and  Margaret  McCourtie,  who  came  to  Pepin  county 
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from  New  York  State  and  settled  in  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  in  1855  or  1856. 

Joseph  Hilliard,  in  former  days  a  farmer  and  well  known  citizen  of 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania, 
May  13,  1823.  Both  in  the  early  and  latter  periods  of  his  life  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  but  for  a  number  of  years  he  also  followed  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade.  In  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  Company  B,  56th 
Pennsylvania  Regiment.  After  being  mustered  out  he  came,  in  July,  1865, 
to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  arriving  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  month,  and 
locating  in  Hicks  Valley.  He  bought  a  farm  in  section  18  from  William  B. 
Hicks  and  also  purchased  40  acres  of  school  land  in  section  16,  in  the  same 
township.  This  land  he  improved  and  developed,  and  in  1874  built  a  brick 
house  on  his  farm,  which  was  his  residence  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
July  4,  1886.  Mr.  Hilliard  was  married,  Oct.  17,  1850,  to  Charlotte  Tabitha 
Howard,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  8,  1831.  He 
and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten  children:  Mary  Frances,  who  married 
Lucius  Byington,  who  came  from  Connecticut  in  1863  and  settled  in  Frank¬ 
fort  township,  Pepin  county;  Caleb  M.,  of  Durand,  who  is  now  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  of  Pepin  county;  Alvin  B.,  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.;  William  F.,  who  died  at  Lidgerwood,  North  Dakota,  March  16, 
1915;  Milton  L.,  who  is  in  the  grocery  business  at  St.  Paul  Park,  Minn.; 
Oliver  Grant,  who  died  at  Redlands,  Calif.,  March  9,  1891 ;  John  Wesley,  a 
wholesale  grocer  at  Pipestone,  Minn.;  Zylla  Etta,  who  married  Rev.  John 
D.  Rumsey,  in  September,  1890,  and  died  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  Sept.  21,  1904 ; 
Joseph  L.,  a  traveling  salesman,  residing  at  Minneapolis,  and  Jacob  Oscar, 
who  is  superintendent  of  the  interurban  railroad  at  Tacoma,  Wash.  Mrs. 
Joseph  Hilliard  died  July  19, 1915. 

Caleb  M.  Hilliard,  of  Durand,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  legal 
profession  of  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Dec.  13,  1853,  son  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  Tabitha  (Howard)  Hilliard. 
In  July,  1865,  his  parents  settled  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis., 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  attended  the  district  school,  subsequently 
continued  his  studies  in  Pepin  and  in  Galesville  University,  now  Gale  col¬ 
lege,  at  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county,  until  he  was  21  years  old,  except 
for  the  time  that  he  spent  in  college,  he  resided  at  home  and  worked  on 
the  farm.  During  the  winter  of  1874-75,  and  also  in  1878,  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  In  1881  he  was  graduated  from  the  law  department 
of  Wisconsin  University  at  Madison,  and  on  August  15,  that  year,  opened 
a  law  office  in  Pepin,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  Nov.  17,  1884, 
when  he  came  to  Durand.  Here  he  has  continued  in  the  practice  of  law 
very  successfully,  having  offices  over  the  First  National  Bank.  He  was 
the  first  clerk  of  the  village  of  Pepin,  served  five  terms  on  the  county  board 
and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  three  years.  He  was  appointed 
district  attorney  in  1915,  by  Gov.  Philipp,  serving  one  term,  and  was  city 
attorney  one  year,  taking  office  in  1908.  During  the  last  25  years  Mr. 
Hilliard  has  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  agriculture,  owning  22  acres  of 
land  within  the  city  limits,  which  he  operates  personally,  raising  hay,  pota¬ 
toes,  corn  and  beans.  He  also  has  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Buffalo  county, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


786 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


eight  miles  south  of  Durand.  Mr.  Hilliard  was  married,  Feb.  23,  1885,  to 
Julia  Nehlsen,  daughter  of  C.  D.  and  Cecelia  (Ladehoff)  Nehlsen,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany.  Her  father,  born  July  1,  1827,  came  to  the  United 
States  about  1851,  locating  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  married.  A  few 
years  later  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Pepin  county,  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  while.  Afterwards  he  bought  grain  at  Pepin  for  seven  years  and 
worked  at  the  bricklayer’s  and  carpenter’s  trades,  which  latter  he  followed 
until  he  retired  at  the  age  of  75  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  living  at  Pepin 
at  this  writing,  he  being  the  oldest  man  now  in  this  vicinity.  They  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Julia,  was  the  third  born,  and  eight 
of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilliard  have  three  children:  Ruth 
Lillian,  born  Sept.  16,  1886 ;  Hugh  Stanley,  born  Oct.  23,  1889,  and  William 
Cassidy,  born  June  29,  1898.  Hugh  and  William  reside  on  a  hay  ranch  near 
Harlem,  Mont.  Ruth  L.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Durand  high  school  and 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Normal  School,  where  she  was  graduated  with  the  first 
class  in  1910.  Mr.  Hilliard  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  President  Wilson.  On  the  tenth  day  of  August,  1918,  Governor 
Philipp  again  appointed  him  district  attorney  for  Pepin  county,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Hon.  W.  E.  Plummer,  on  July  10,  1918. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  he  insensibly  took  sides  with  France 
and  Belgium  and  their  allies  and  staunchly  supported  the  declaration  of 
war  by  the  United  States  against  Germany,  and  in  every  way  upheld  the 
Government  after  its  entry  into  the  war.  In  December,  1917,  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board  for  Pepin  county,  and  later  was 
chosen  chairman  of  the  War  History  Committee  for  the  county,  and  has 
furnished  much  of  the  matter  for  the  article  published  in  this  volume 
on  the  part  Pepin  county  took  in  the  war. 

George  Buchanan,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Pepin  county,  now  passed  away, 
was  born  in  New  York  state,  March  7,  1848.  He  was  always  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  was  engaged  in  threshing  every  fall  for  36  years.  Coming 
to  Pepin  county,  when  a  young  man,  he  was  here  married  to  Rhoda  Sutton, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  21,  1853.  Buying  land  in  Waterville 
township,  about  a  mile  from  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Arkansaw,  he 
engaged  in  farming,  his  first  buildings  being  a  small  frame  house  16  by  20 
feet  in  ground  dimensions,  and  a  small  log  barn.  On  this  farm  he  resided 
until  about  five  or  six  years  before  his  death,  clearing  and  improving  it, 
and  then  moved  to  Arkansaw  and  engaged  in  the  freighting  business  be¬ 
tween  that  place  and  Durand.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  district  school  board,  but  cared  for  no  other  office.  He  died 
March  21,  1910.  His  wife  now  resides  in  Arkansaw,  where,  for  the  sake 
of  having  some  occupation,  she  carries  on  a  restaurant  business  during  the 
summer  months.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  William  F., 
who  now  owns  and  operates  the  old  homestead ;  Delia,  wife  of  W.  Taylor, 
the  present  sheriff  of  Pepin  county,  and  residing  in  Durand,  and  Eleanor, 
wife  of  Arthur  Barton,  who  is  connected  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
at  La  Crosse. 

William  Frederick  Buchanan,  who  owns  and  operates  a  valuable  stock 
farm  of  80  acres,  located  in  Waterville  township,  one  mile  from  the  village 
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of  Arkansaw,  was  born  in  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  Oct.  3,  1871,  son 
of  George  and  Rhoda  (Sutton)  Buchanan.  When  a  boy  he  attended  school 
in  Arkansaw  and  has  always  resided  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted 
his  father  to  clear  and  improve.  On  Feb.  2,  1898,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Leona  Barton,  who  was  born  at  Porcupine,  Pepin  county,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Albert  and  Lina  (Ames)  Barton.  Her  parents  were  of  Eastern 
birth,  the  father  being  a  farmer  who  settled  in  Pepin  county  at  an  early 
date,  later  removing  to  near  Valley  City,  N.  D.,  where  he  died,  but  where 
his  wife  is  still  living.  Their  daughter,  Leona,  who  was  the  youngest  of 
three  children,  was  educated  at  Valley  City,  where  she  spent  her  girlhood. 
At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Buchanan  bought  the  old  homestead  and 
has  since  operated  it  successfully,  breeding  Guernsey  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  His  improvements  are  all  modern  and  the  farm  well  equipped 
with  everything  necessary  for  up-to-date  stock  farming.  He  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Beaver 
lodge  at  Arkansaw,  of  which  he  is  the  present  treasurer.  They  have  a 
family  of  two  children,  Zelda  Angeline  and  Wilma  Lenona,  both  living  at 
home. 

Andrew  Olbert,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  in  section  28, 
Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Oct.  13,  1876, 
son  of  Michael  and  Maria  (Walmer)  Olbert.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1828,  on  coming  to  the  United  States,  located  first  in 
Pittsburgh,  Penn.  Thence  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  from  which  place  he 
came  to  Pepin  county,  taking  a  farm  in  Albany  township.  He  served  nine 
months  in  the  Civil  War,  was  injured  and  returned  home  and  resumed 
farming.  Five  years  later  he  bought  the  homestead  of  his  brother,  Jacob, 
in  section  28,  Albany  township,  the  brother  having  died,  and  on  it  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1911.  He  had  first  married  Anna  Kassel  of 
Milwaukee,  and  after  her  death  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Walmer, 
who  is  now  dead.  Andrew  Olbert,  who  was  the  first  child  of  his  father’s 
second  marriage,  in  his  boyhood  attended  district  school  in  Albany  town¬ 
ship,  his  time  outside  of  school  hours  being  spent  for  the  most  part  in 
assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm,  which  was  his  regular  occupation 
subsequently  until  he  reached  the  age  of  21  years.  He  then  spent  eight 
months  in  North  Dakota  and  after  his  return  resumed  work  on  the  home 
farm,  occasionally  working  for  others  until  his  marriage  in  1903.  After 
the  latter  event  he  operated  rented  land  in  Lima  township  for  six  years, 
afterwards  moving  onto  his  brother’s  farm  in  Albany,  where  he  spent  five 
years.  Then  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Eau  Claire 
Packing  Company,  was  engaged  in  threshing  during  the  next  fall,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  his  present  location — a  farm  of  80  acres 
in  section  28,  Albany  township — which  belonged  to  his  father-in-law,  and 
which  he  is  renting.  Here  he  is  giving  his  attention  to  general  farming, 
raising  both  crops  and  stock,  and  is  steadily  advancing  in  prosperity. 
He  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican,  with  independent  proclivities.  The  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Olbert,  in  1903,  as  previously  mentioned,  united  him  with  Miss 
Sophia  Dreysse,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Barbara 
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(Fletch)  Dreysse.  He  and  his  wife  have  six  children:  Homer,  Irene, 
Mildred,  Olive,  Evelyn  and  Russell.  Henry  Dreysse,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  after  coming  to  this  country,  in  1860,  resided  for  a  while  in  eastern 
Wisconsin,  removing  to  Albany  township,  Pepin  county.  Here  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  life  in  farming,  dying  in  1914.  He  was  a  Civil  War  veteran, 
having  served  to  the  close  of  the  war  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  His  wife 
passed  away  a  number  of  years  before  him.  Of  their  seven  children, 
Sophia  (Mrs.  Olbert),  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Jacob  Frank,  a  general  farmer  of  Pepin  township,  is  the  owner  of  360 
acres  of  good  land,  his  residence  being  situated  in  Section  8.  He  was  born 
in  Germany,  in  1861,  on  the  16th  of  June,  his  parents  being  Jacob,  Sr., 
and  Margaret  (Beestaher)  Frank.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States 
m  1887,  locating  at  Downsville,  in  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming,  being  obliged  to  clear  the  land.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Jacob 
Frank,  Jr.,  attended  school  in  Germany  and  at  the  age  of  16  years  began 
industrial  life  in  the  city  of  Stuttgart.  In  1885,  being  then  24  years  old, 
ne  came  to  America  alone — two  years  before  his  parents — and  located  at 
Menominie,  Dunn  county,  this  state.  There  was  then  no  railroad  to  Pepin. 
The  next  year  he  removed  to  Downsville,  and  a  year  later  was  joined  by 
his  parents  and  wife.  The  latter,  whose  maiden  name  was  Amy  Frank, 
he  had  married  in  Germany.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Johan¬ 
na  (Elk)  Frank,  natives  of  that  country,  who  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pepin 
township,  this  county,  but  are  both  now  deceased.  From  Downsville  Mr. 
Frank  removed  to  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  and  here  purchased  land 
which  he  has  developed  into  his  present  farm.  Much  of  this  land  he  has 
cleared  of  timber  and  brush,  and  on  it  has  erected  modern  farm  buildings. 
He  has  made  steady  strides  in  prosperity  and  is  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  township.  Aside  from  his  immediate  farming  interests, 
he  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Pepin.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen’s  camp  in  that  village.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Fritz,  who  is  now  serving  in  a  Wisconsin  Company  in  the  United  States 
army ;  Minnie,  who  married  William  Christopher,  a  farmer ;  Margaret,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Wesley  Lenhart,  a  farmer  of  Pepin  township,  and  has  two 
children,  Leroy  and  Bernice;  Edward,  who  married  Eda  Herman,  is  a 
farmer  in  Pepin  township ;  Gottlieb,  residing  at  home ;  Pauline,  who  is  the 
wife  of  John  Hawkins,  a  carpenter  of  Pepin  township ;  and  Viola  and  Ray¬ 
mond,  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Frank  and  family  are  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  church  at  Pepin. 

Henry  A.  Miles,  manager  of  the  Durand  Light  &  Power  Company, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  a  leading  official  of  Pepin  county,  was  born  at 
Arkansaw,  this  county,  June  3,  1867,  son  of  Henry  Milton  and  Mary  E. 
(Wilcox)  Miles.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ravenna,  Ohio,  and  came 
directly  from  that  state  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Arkansaw. 
Henry  Miles  was  a  millwright  and  miller  and  erected  a  grist  mill  there, 
which  he  operated  until  his  death,  on  Christmas  Day,  1913.  His  wife’s 
parents,  George  and  Elizabeth  Wilcox,  came  to  the  county  about  the  same 
time,  locating  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Wilcox  Lake  being  named  after  Mr. 
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Wilcox.  Mrs.  Miles  died  in  1915.  Mr.  Miles  served  two  or  three  terms 
as  register  of  deeds  and  was  a  man  widely  known  and  highly  respected. 
He  and  his  wife  had  five  children:  George  Melville,  Eva  M.,  Henry  A., 
Ernest  M.,  and  Mary  Calista,  all  of  whom  are  now  living.  Henry  A.  Miles 
was  the  fourth  born  child  of  his  parents.  He  attended  school  at  Arkansaw 
and  also  the  high  school  at  Durand.  At  the  age  of  19  he  went  into  the 
register  of  deeds  office  to  serve  under  his  father,  and  was  thus  occupied 
for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  elected  to  the  office  himself 
and  served  four  years.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Durand, 
continuing  in  it  for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which  he  spent  the  same  length 
of  time  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Returning  to  Durand,  he  spent  a  short  time 
here  and  then  went  to  Elmwood,  where  for  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  and  grain  business.  Once  more  returning  to  Durand,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  light  and  power  business,  with  which  he  has  since  been  con¬ 
nected.  The  Light  &  Power  Company  at  that  time  also  owned  the  telephone 
business,  but  have  since  disposed  of  that  interest.  As  general  manager  of 
the  Light  &  Power  Company,  Mr.  Miles  devotes  his  entire  time  in  business 
hours  to  that  company’s  interests.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  valuable  prop¬ 
erties  in  Durand.  He  served  as  secretary  of  the  Durand  Commercial  Club 
for  a  number  of  years  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  His  fraternal  society  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons  at  Durand,  which  he  has  served 
as  junior  and  senior  officer ;  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge  and  the  camp  of  Modem 
Woodmen  of  America,  in  both  of  which  he  has  passed  through  the  chairs. 
Mr.  Miles  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk  a 
number  of  times,  as  register  of  deeds  three  terms,  clerk  of  court  one  term 
and  county  treasurer  two  terms.  As  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Durand  he  has  served  it  officially  in  the  offices  of  president,  treas¬ 
urer  and  trustee  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  Mr.  Miles 
was  united  in  marriage,  Jan.  20,  1891,  with  Minnie  Taylor,  who  was  born  in 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  F.  L.  and  Mary 
(Catura)  Taylor.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  this 
county  about  1866,  Mr.  Taylor  developing  a  large  farm,  on  which  he  lived 
many  years.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  6, 1916.  He  was  a  Civil  war  veteran, 
having  served  in  a  Vermont  regiment.  His  wife  died  in  the  fall  of  1915. 
They  had  a  family  of  three  children :  Warren,  Minnie  and  Clyde.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miles  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Ilene,  Merle,  Starr  and  Wayne. 
Ilene  is  the  wife  of  George  Smith  and  resides  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Mr.  Smith 
being  a  graduate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  School  in  that  city.  Merle  was 
graduated  from  the  Eau  Claire  Normal  School  in  the  class  of  1917.  Starr  is 
assisting  his  father  in  the  Durand  office.  Wayne  is  residing  at  home. 

Louis  Poeschl,  a  farmer  of  section  1,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  this  township,  Aug.  14,  1882,  son  of  Ambrose  and  Anna  (Shaden) 
Poeschl.  The  parents,  who  were  born  in  Austria,  were  married  there  in 
1881  and  came  to  this  township  and  county.  The  father  took  land  and 
engaged  in  farming,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  His  wife  is  also  living.  Louis  Poeschl  was  the  oldest  of  his  parents’ 
ten  children.  He  attended  school  at  Fall  Creek,  Lima  township,  and  when 
14  years  of  age  had  to  take  charge  of  the  home  farm  on  account  of  an 
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accident  which  happened  to  his  father.  Remaining  at  home  until  he  was  18, 
he  then  began  working  out  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  spending  one  year  in 
Durand.  He  bought  the  Jonathan  Moser  farm  before  his  marriage  and 
after  the  latter  event  moved  onto  it,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  its  active  operation,  doing  general  farming  with  profitable  results.  The 
farm  contains  120  acres  and  is  about  one  mile  from  his  old  home.  Mr. 
Poeschl  was  married  July  14, 1914,  to  Anna  Anibas,  whose  parents,  Michael 
and  Theresa  (Roessler)  Anibas,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  country  in 
1880,  and  were  farming  people  in  Lima  township.  Anna  was  educated  in 
the  Fox  school  at  Bear  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poeschl  have  one  child,  Kath¬ 
erine  Elizabeth,  who  is  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Poeschl  belongs  to  .the  Fam¬ 
ily  Protective  Association,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  church. 

Albert  Baier,  a  well-known  general  farmer  in  section  3,  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Nov.  17,  1862,  son  of 
Florian  and  Theresa  (Esseck)  Baier.  Married  in  their  native  land,  the 
parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  settling  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn 
county,  Wis.  There  Florian  Baier  worked  one  year  for  Knapp  &  Stout,  and 
was  afterwards  at  intervals  for  five  or  six  years  in  the  employ  of  Carson  & 
Rand,  lumbermen.  Then  in  1872  he  bought  and  settled  on  the  farm  now 
operated  by  his  son,  Albert,  on  which  at  that  time  there  were  practically 
no  improvements.  His  first  dwelling  was  an  old  round  log  house,  and  it 
remained  his  home  during  the  early  years  when  he  was  engaged  in  clearing 
and  developing  a  farm.  After  a  residence  here  of  30  years  he  removed  in 
1902  to  Eau  Galle,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death,  March  17,  1911. 
His  wife  passed  away  four  years  before  him,  March  12,  1907.  They  had 
reared  four  children,  of  whom  Albert  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Albert  Baier  was  educated  in  district  school  No.  3,  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county.  Until  reaching  the  age  of  26  years  he  resided  at  home,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  then  went  to  Chetek,  Barron  county,  Wis., 
where  he  learned  the  harness-maker’s  trade,  which  he  worked  at  there  for 
nine  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  home  and  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  has  since  operated  as  a  general  farmer.  He  has 
120  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is  yielding  good  returns,  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  and  the  Telephone  Company.  Mr. 
Baier  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw,  and  of  the 
C.  K.  of  W.  Lodge  there.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  holds  no  local 
office.  On  Aug.  16,  1893,  Mr.  Baier  was  married  to  Alta  Stitser,  who  was 
born  near  Waverly,  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Helen  Morse 
Stitser.  Her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  was  married  to  Helen  Morse  in  Galesville,  Wis.  After  removing 
to  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  there,  both  dying 
in  middle  age,  the  father  in  1880  and  the  mother  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baier  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  unmarried  and  residing  at  home. 
They  are  as  follows:  Nellie,  born  May  12,  1895,  now  Mrs.  Anton  Sam,  of 
Dead  Lake  Prairie,  this  township ;  Carl  F.,  born  Jan.  20,  1900 ;  Lee  M.,  born 
Dec.  5,  1901;  Alfred  A.,  bom  Feb.  3,  1904;  and  John  C.  and  Clara  W. 
(twins),  born  March  1,  1907. 
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George  Marcks,  a  representative  farmer  of  Frankfort  township,  Pepin 
county,  operating  204  acres  of  land  in  section  21,  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Pepin,  March.  23,  1881,  son  of  William  E.  and  Katherine  (Stoltenberg) 
Marcks.  The  father  came  to  this  country  from  Europe  when  24  years  old, 
the  mother  coming  at  the  age  of  six.  They  were  married  in  this  country 
and  settled  first  at  Watertown,  Wis.  Afterwards  William  E.  Marcks  kept  a 
hotel  and  meat  market  at  Pepin  for  a  number  of  years,  his  original  trade 
being  that  of  a  butcher.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  Lake 
City  for  a  few  years  and  for  some  time  followed  agriculture.  With  his  wiije 
he  is  now  living  retired  at  Ella,  Pepin  county.  George  Marcks  in  his  boy¬ 
hood  attended  district  school  at  Little  Plum,  Frankfort  township.  He 
worked  at  home  on  his  father’s  farm  until  1907,  at  which  time  he  began 
farming  independently  at  his  present  location.  On  his  farm  he  has  made 
many  important  improvements,  having  erected  modern  buildings,  and  his 
progress  has  been  rapid  and  satisfactory.  Aside  from  his  direct  farming 
interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  district  school  board,  being  independent  in  politics.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  On  September  11, 
1912,  Mr.  Marcks  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  domestic  life,  being  united 
in  marriage  with  Hulda  Axelson.  She  was  born  in  Frankfort  township,  this 
county,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christine  Axelson,  well-known  and  re¬ 
spected  members  of  the  agricultural  community,  and  both  natives  of 
Sweden.  Mr.  Axelson  is  now  deceased,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  and  resides 
in  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcks  have  one  child,  Lorene,  who 
was  born  April  11,  1915.  They  are  classed  among  the  agreeable  and  sub¬ 
stantial  people  of  their  community  and  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

Edward  Doughty,  an  early  pioneer  farmer  in  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  May  26, 1836.  He  became 
a  mechanic  and  in  early  life  followed  the  millwright’s  trade.  Coming  west 
he  settled  first  on  Maxwell’s  Prairie,  Pepin  county,  and  later  moved  to 
Durand,  where  he  was  engaged  in  millwright  work  for  a  number  of  years. 
Then  taking  a  farm  in  Waterville  township,  he  gave  his  whole  attention  to 
agriculture,  residing  for  40  years  on  the  same  farm,  which  he  left  in  1916 
to  take  up  his  residence  in  Arkansaw,  where  he  is  now  living  retired.  Mr. 
Doughty  married  Melvina  Metcalf,  who  was  born  in  Grant  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  She  died  many  years  ago,  about  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children. 

Edwin  H.  Doughty,  a  general  farmer  residing  in  section  8,  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Durand,  this  county,  May  31,  1863 
son  of  Edward  and  Melvina  (Metcalf)  Doughty.  He  was  educated  in  dis¬ 
trict  school  No.  8,  Waterville  township.  Residing  at  home  until  he  was  20 
years  old,  he  assisted  his  father  and  also  worked  for  other  farmers  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm,  containing  127  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  he  is  operating  in  a  general  way,  keeping  a  good  grade 
of  Guernsey  cattle  and  other  stock,  besides  raising  crops,  and  is  realizing 
good  financial  returns.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery 
Company.  Thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Doughty  joined  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge 
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in  Durand  and  has  ever  since  remained  a  member.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  Lodge  there,  having  taken  the  first  degree.  In  politics  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  Mr.  Doughty  was  married  Jan.  21,  1886,  to  Elmira  Gray,  who 
was  born  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  March  31,  1869,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Jennie  (Gray)  Gray,  her  parents  being  natives  of  the  state  of 
Maine.  Joseph  Gray  in  early  life  was  a  teacher,  but  later  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  He  and  his  wife  were  early  settlers  in  Pepin  county,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  taught  school  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  afterwards  farming  in 
Waterville  township  until  his  death.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  at 
Shell  Lake,  Wisconsin.  Their  daughter,  Elmira,  who  was  the  oldest  of  four 
children,  attended  school  in  Waterville  township,  where  Mr.  Doughty,  then 
a  boy,  was  also  a  pupil.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doughty  eight  children  have  been 
born :  Ethel,  wife  of  Richard  Casey,  a  farmer  of  Price  county ;  Grace,  wife 
of  Owen  Metcalf,  residing  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  A1  Metcalf,  her  husband’s 
mother,  in  Waterville  township ;  Ralph ;  Genevieve,  wife  of  Henry  Swarty, 
residing  near  the  Doughty  farm ;  Holt,  Edwin  and  Gladys,  who  are  living  at 
home,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Fred  Bauer,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  14,  Waterville  township, 
was  born  in  this  township,  June  1,  1874,  son  of  John  and  Theresa  (Statel- 
man)  Bauer.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Austria  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1872,  John  Bauer  being  employed  for  some  time  by  Carson  & 
Rand,  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wis.  Later  he  settled  on  a  small  home¬ 
stead  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  resided  for  about  31 
years,  finally  taking  up  his  residence  with  his  son,  Fred.  His  death  took 
place  in  1915,  his  wife  passing  away  previously,  in  February,  1908.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Frod  Bauer  was  the  youngest  of 
his  parents'  nine  children.  He  attended  two  terms  of  school  in  Durand  and 
also  district  school  No.  3  in  Waterville  township,  and  when  not  occupied 
with  his  studies  assisted  his  father  in  taking  care  of  the  home  farm,  of 
which  he  became  the  owner  when  20  years  of  age.  There  he  resided  subse¬ 
quently  for  14  years,  during  which  time  he  made  some  important  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  place,  which,  when  he  left,  consisted  of  160  acres  of  valuable 
land  with  good  buildings.  In  the  fall  of  1913  he  came  to  his  present  farm 
of  78  acres,  which  was  formerly  an  80-acre  tract,  two  acres  having  been 
taken  from  it  as  a  site  for  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  church.  On  this  place  also 
he  has  made  valuable  improvements,  having  a  barn  36  by  72  feet  in  size ;  a 
hay  barn,  50  by  24  feet,  with  cement  floor  and  feeding  trough,  and  other 
buildings,  all  well  equipped  and  in  good  condition.  He  does  general  farm¬ 
ing,  keeps  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  and  is  breeding  up  in  Chester- White  hogs. 
As  an  expert  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser  he  has  gained  a  high  reputation, 
and  his  operations  have  been  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  local  creamery  and  in  the  telephone  company.  In  politics 
independent,  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  having  so  far  declined  to 
serve,  preferring  to  devote  his  whole  attention  to  the  farm.  In  September, 
1895,  Mr.  Bauer  married  Anna  Litschauer,  a  native  of  Austria,  who  came 
to  this  country  with  her  parents  when  3  years  old,  in  or  about  the  year 
1878.  The  family  located  near  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  remaining  there  seven  or 
eight  years,  when  they  removed  to  Sherman,  Texas.  After  two  years  in 
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the  southwest  they  returned  from  Sherman  to  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  Mr.  Litschauer  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  retired  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Eau  Galle.  He  never  held  public  office,  but  was  quite  active  in 
the  work  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  and  his  wife  had  five  children,  of  whom 
Anna  was  the  eldest.  Her  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  Dunn 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  have  quite  a  large  household,  11  children  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  residing  at  home.  Their  names  are, 
respectively:  John  R.,  Thomas  F.,  Francis  M.,  Laura  T.,  Matilda,  Paul 
Peter,  Raymond,  George  William,  Leonard,  Edward  and  Agnes  Anna.  On 
May  17,  1918,  John  R.  Bauer  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service,  but  was 
honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  On  July  22  he  was  drafted 
into  the  infantry,  but  was  later  assigned  to  an  artillery  regiment  located  at 
Camp  Grant,  with  which  he  went  to  France  in  September.  There  he  died 
Oct.  1, 1918,  one  of  the  noble  army  of  young  men  who  have  laid  down  their 
lives  for  their  country  in  the  great  war  just  ended.  Mr.  Bauer’s  other  older 
sons  are  now  doing  useful  work  on  the  farm,  while  some  of  the  daughters 
are  old  enough  to  be  helpful  to  their  mother.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Bauer  is  a  member  and  was 
vice-president  two  years  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wis¬ 
consin. 

Eli  Place,  who  previous  to  his  death,  on  March  19,  1910,  was  a  well- 
known  and  successful  farmer  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania,  Oct.  5,  1852,  son  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Burns)  Place.  The  mother  dying  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father,  with 
his  five  children,  came  west  in  1863  and  at  once  settled  on  the  farm  in 
this  township,  of  which  he  rfterwards  became  the  owner.  Eli,  who  was  the 
youngest  child,  attended  school  in  Pepin  county  and  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  on  which  he  worked,  assisting  his  father  until  his  marriage.  He  then 
began  farming  in  Big  Cooley,  remaining  there  two  years,  after  which  he 
came  to  the  farm  in  Waterville  township,  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life.  This  farm  contained,  as  now,  40  acres,  and  here  Mr.  Place  carried  on 
quite  an  extensive  stock  business,  the  range  for  cattle  in  those  days  being 
free.  From  time  to  time  he  made  improvements  until  he  had  a  well-equipped 
place  both  as  to  buildings  and  machinery.  Mr.  Place  was  a  man  of  quiet 
domestic  taste,  and  though  occasionally  asked  to  accept  public  office,  always 
declined.  He  aided,  however,  in  organizing  Big  Cooley  school  district  and 
also  the  Maple  Ridge  district.  In  politics  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
was  independent.  In  1872  Eli  Place  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nancy 
Place,  who  was  born  in  Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Polly  (Moorehouse)  Place.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  her 
mother  of  New  York  State.  They  came  west  in  1863  with  a  party,  includ¬ 
ing  other  members  of  the  Place  and  Moorehouse  families,  Levi  Place  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Big  Cooley,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  There  he  and 
his  family  resided  for  more  than  25  years.  He  then  moved  to  a  smaller  farm 
adjoining  the  Eli  Place  homestead,  remained  there  some  years  and  then 
moVbd  to  Augusta,  Wis.  Later  he  came  to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Eli  Place,  residing  with  her  until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  86  years, 
in  1901.  His  wife,  Polly  Moorehouse  Place,  had  died  40  years  before,  in 
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1861,  at  the  age  of  43.  Their  daughter,  Nancy,  was  the  twelfth  born  of 
their  15  children,  and  was  educated  partly  in  Pennsylvania  and  partly  in 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Place 
has  continued  to  reside  on  the  homestead.  She  is  a  lady  highly  respected 
and  with  numerous  friends.  At  times  she  indulges  her  strong  natural  taste 
for  poetry,  and  some  of  her  most  noteworthy  productions  of  this  kind  have 
been  issued  from  the  press.  One  of  these  gives  a  vivid  description  of  old- 
time  days  in  and  around  Porcupine,  depicting  pioneer  scenes  and  doings 
with  close  fidelity  to  historical  facts. 

Arthur  C.  Smith,  a  well-known  business  man  of  Durand,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  and  loan  business,  was  born  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn 
county,  Wis.,  April  15,  1872,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  J.  (Flint)  Smith. 
The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York  state,  was  in  early  life  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  and  lumber  business.  Coming  west  in  1857,  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Carson  &  Rand  at  Eau  Galle  and  was  thus  occupied 
until  ten  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  March  11,  1908.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Durand 
(now  the  First  National  Bank) ,  and  continued  in  that  office  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  When  the  insane  asylum  at  Menominee  was  founded  he  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  trustees,  which  office  he  also  held  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
At  various  times  he  served  in  township  and  other  local  offices,  and  during 
the  Civil  war  period  was  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly  from  Dunn 
county.  He  was  also  a  very  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  is  still  living  and  is  now  residing  with  her 
son,  Arthur  C.,  in  Durand. 

Arthur  C.  Smith,  who  was  the  youngest  of  his  parents’  three  children, 
after  attending  school  in  Eau  Galle,  took  a  course  in  a  business  school  at 
Minneapolis.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  22  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  in  Durand,  being 
thus  occupied  until  about  1908.  From  that  time  until  1913  he  was  in  the 
law  office  of  W.  E.  Plummer.  In  1913  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the  insurance 
business  of  A.  Wallace,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  having  now  the  oldest 
agency  in  Durand.  He  also  owns  land  in  Pepin  county  and  conducts  a  loan 
business,  devoting  his  principal  attention,  however,  to  insurance.  Since 
February,  1917,  however,  he  has  been  chiefly  employed  as  clerk  of  the 
exemption  board  of  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Durand.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Durand  and  the  Com- 
mandery  at  Eau  Claire.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Durand  Benefit  Society. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  though  not  a  member.  In  poli¬ 
tics  a  Democrat,  he  served  as  alderman  for  six  years,  finally  declining  fur¬ 
ther  election,  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  county  committee  for  15 
years  and  a  member  of  the  state  central  committee  for  four  years.  On 
Jan.  1,  1896,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flora  G.  Barnes,  who 
was  bom  at  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  daughter  of  D.  G.  and  Abbie  (Dawnes)  Barnes. 
Her  parents,  who  came  from  the  eastern  states,  were  early  settlers  in  this 
section,  Mr.  Barnes  engaging  in  mercantile  business  at  Eau  Galle,  where 
during  President  Cleveland’s  administration  he  was  appointed  postmaster. 
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In  that  office  he  served  until  his  eyesight  failed  and  then  moved  to  a  farm 
two  miles  from  Eau  Galle,  which  he  is  now  operating.  Mrs.  Smith,  who  was 
the  eldest  of  two  children,  was  educated  in  Eau  Galle  and  subsequently 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  Dunn  county. 

Edward  C.  Peters,  who  is  numbered  among  the  thriving  agriculturists 
of  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township  Feb.  4,  1871, 
son  of  John  and  Amelia  (Smith)  Peters.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many  who  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  date,  settling  on  a  farm  in  this 
location,  which  they  cleared  and  improved.  For  a  number  of  years  John 
Peters  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  2,  Pepin  township. 
He  is  now  retired  and  is  residing  with  his  son-in-law  in  Pepin.  Edward  C. 
Peters  acquired  his  education  in  the  village  school  of  Pepin  and  became  in¬ 
dustrially  active  on  his  father’s  farm  as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  studies. 
At  the  age  of  28  years  he  began  farming  for  himself,  purchasing  his  present 
farm  in  section  21,  Pepin  township.  It  contains  240  acres  of  productive 
land  and  is  well  provided  with  all  the  necessary  buildings  and  machinery. 
Mr.  Peters  carries  on  general  farming  successfully  and  on  a  profitable  basis. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Equitable  Fraternal  Union  at  Pepin  and  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church  in  the  same  village.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Peters 
was  married  in  1899  to  Louisa  Schruth,  daughter  of  Ernest  and  Emma 
Schruth,  farming  people  of  Frankfort  township,  of  which  they  were  na¬ 
tives,  and  where  Mrs.  Peters  attended  district  school.  Of  this  union  three 
children  have  been  bom :  Victor,  Sept.  6,  1900 ;  Myrtle,  Nov.  4,  1901 ;  and 
Freda,  Sept.  11, 1906.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Louisa  Peters,  died  April  19,  1918, 
while  undergoing  an  operation. 

Frank  Trinko,  proprietor  of  a  good  stock  and  general  farm  of  340  acres, 
located  in  section  35,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  Austria,  Nov.  18, 
1857,  son  of  Lawrence  and  Barbara  (Shadden)  Trinko,  the  parents  being 
also  natives  of  Austria.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  also  engaged  in  other 
business.  He  died  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1892  his  wife  came  to 
America,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  Frank.  She  died  in  Durand  in 
July,  1914.  Frank  Trinko,  who  was  the  second  born  in  a  family  of  four 
children,  was  educated  in  Austria  and  came  to  this  country  with  the  Schind¬ 
ler  family  in  1881. '  Locating  in  Durand,  he  worked  for  others  at  lumbering, 
river  work  and  other  occupations,  not  being  able  to  speak  a  word  of  English 
when  he  arrived.  After  five  years  thus  spent  he  bought  a  farm  in  Lima 
township,  which  he  operated  for  16  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  it 
and  coming  to  his  present  farm,  containing  340  acres,  which  he  is  operating 
with  the  aid  of  his  sons,  not  now  being  able  to  do  any  hard  work  on  account 
of  injuries  sustained  in  an  automobile  accident.  He  is  breeding  up  in  Dur¬ 
ham  cattle  and  also  raises  Poland-China  hogs  and  other  good  stock.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Arkansaw  Creamery.  Mr.  Trinko  is  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  at  Durand.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  for¬ 
merly  served  on  the  school  board.  He  was  married,  May  6, 1886,  to  Frances 
Schindler,  who  was  bom  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Vinz  and  Agnes  (Endle) 
Schindler.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  America  in  1881,  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  June  4.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  where  they  are  still  residing,  except  the  mother,  who  died  in  1912. 
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Frances,  who  was  the  eldest  of  their  three  children,  attended  school  in 
Austria.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trinko’s  family  circle  has  been  enlarged  by  the  birth 
of  five  children:  Mary,  Annie,  Frank  and  John  (twins)  and  Leo,  all  of  whom 
are  residing  at  home,  the  three  sons  operating  the  farm.  John,  however, 
was  drafted  for  service  in  the  United  States  army,  being  assigned  to  an 
artillery  regiment  located  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky.  He  was  discharged 
Dec.  15,  1918.  Mr.  Trinko  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 
He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township  and  he  and  his  family 
are  highly  respected. 

Max  Donath,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  section  26,  Pepin  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  has  had  a  varied  career,  having  formerly  been  a  Luth¬ 
eran  pastor.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov.  14,  1867,  son  of  Gottlieb  and 
Caroline  (Urban)  Donath.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1839, 
was  a  man  of  good  education,  who  taught  school  at  Sprensberg,  that  coun¬ 
try,  for  52  years,  and  was  also  for  many  years  a  government  official.  He 
died  in  his  native  land  in  1911.  His  wife,  born  in  1836,  died  in  1912.  Neither 
ever  came  to  America.  Max  Donath  acquired  his  elementary  education  in  a 
village  school,  which  he  left  in  1881  to  enter  a  college  located  near 
Berlin.  Completing  his  studies  there  in  1887,  he  remained  at  home  for 
awhile  and  then  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  he  sailed  for  the  United  States,  on  his  arrival  here  locating  in 
Milwaukee.  From  there  he  went  to  Racine,  Wis.,  where  he  studied  for  the 
ministry,  being  ordained  a  pastor  in  the  German  and  English  Lutheran 
church  in  1904.  After  serving  in  the  ministry  for  ten  years,  he  found  him¬ 
self  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  poor  health.  He  accordingly  took  up 
farming,  in  1913  being  located  at  Spooner,  Wis.  From  there  he  removed 
to  South  Dakota,  where  he  did  missionary  work,  his  son  working  on  a  farm. 
In  1915  he  came  to  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  26,  Pepin  town¬ 
ship,  which,  with  his  son’s  assistance,  he  is  operating  on  a  profitable  basis. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  German  and  English  Lutheran  church  at  Pepin,  and 
in  politics  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Donath  was  married  March  1,  1892,  to 
Mary  Hansen,  a  native  of  Germany,  whose  parents  were  farmers.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  4  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donath  have  two 
children,  William  and  Emma,  both  of  whom  are  residing  at  home.  Mr. 
Donath  is  a  man  of  courage  and  determination,  who  has  successfully  adapted 
himself  to  a  new  sphere  in  life  after  being  compelled  to  give  up  the  occupa¬ 
tion  for  which  he  has  fitted  himself.  He  has  found  farming  a  more  health¬ 
ful  pursuit  than  the  ministry,  and  has  become  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens 
of  the  community  in  which  he  now  makes  his  home  and  where  he  is  widely 
known  and  respected. 

Daniel  T.  Barnes,  now  living  retired  in  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  at  Becket,  Mass.,  and  during  most  of  his  active  career  has  been  a 
farmer.  In  the  Civil  war  he  served  three  years  as  a  private  in  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  regiment  and  returned  home  unwounded.  A  year  or  two  later  he 
left  his  native  state  and  came  west  to  Wisconsin.  Locating  in  Pepin  county, 
he  worked  for  others  on  farms  in  Waubeek  township  for  a  number  of  years, 
after  which  he  rented  farms  and  worked  some  years  for  himself.  He  was 
tnen  postmaster  for  six  or  seven  years  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  subse- 
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quently  taking  up  the  painter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  number  of 
years.  Six  months  after  the  free  rural  delivery  system  went  into  effect  Mr. 
Barnes  became  connected  with  the  postoffice  at  Eau  Galle  as  carrier  and 
carried  mail  until  March,  1914,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired.  He 
has  recently  sold  some  farm  lands  that  he  bought  a  number  of  years  ago, 
but  still  owns  land  in  the  county.  Mr.  Barnes  married  Abigail  Downes,  who 
was  born  in  Waubeek  township,  this  county,  and  they  have  had  two 
children :  Flora  G.,  wife  of  Arthur  C.  Smith,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  business  in  Durand,  and  Clayton  D.,  a  farmer  in  Waterville  township. 

Clayton  D.  Barnes,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  farm  of  80  acres  in 
section  17,  Waterville  township,  was  born  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wis., 
Sept.  6,  1890,  son  of  Daniel  T.  and  Abigail  (Downes)  Barnes.  In  his  boy¬ 
hood  days  he  attended  school  in  Eau  Galle  and  Durand,  and  began  working 
out  on  farms  at  the  age  of  14  years.  When  a  little  older  he  also  worked  in 
the  woods  at  lumbering,  and  was  engaged  in  teaming  and  other  work  until 
his  marriage  in  1909,  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm.  This  consists  of 
80  acres  of  valuable  land,  provided  with  all  necessary  buildings,  and  here 
Mr.  Barnes  is  engaged  in  breeding  Poland-China  hogs  and  other  good  stock, 
his  investment  yielding  good  returns.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Equity  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Barnes  was  married 
July  8,  1909,  to  Elgin  Culp,  who  was  born  at  Eagle  Bend,  Todd  county, 
Minn.,  daughter  of  Eugene  and  Mary  (Bossard)  Culp.  She  was  educated  in 
Minnesota  and  at  Arkansaw,  Wis.  Her  mother  is  now  deceased,  but  her 
father  is  still  living,  being  a  resident  of  Bemidji,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
have  two  children,  Gerald  Sidney,  who  was  born  Dec.  9,  1915,  and  Bernice 
E.,  born  Oct.  11,  1917. 

John  Sweeney,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  farm  of  80  acres  in  section 
3,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  this  township,  Feb.  9,  1867,  son  of 
James  and  Ann  (Scahal)  Sweeney.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Tipperary, 
but  were  married  in  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  the  father  coming  to 
America  when  a  boy  of  eight  years  with  some  of  his  relatives.  The  party 
landed  in  Canada,  where  the  others  remained,  James  Sweeney  coming  to 
this  vicinity  about  1850.  Here  after  a  while  he  found  employment  with  Car- 
son  &  Rand,  well-known  lumbermen  of  those  days,  and  worked  for  them  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  then  became  a  homesteader,  taking  up  the  land  that 
now  forms  the  farm  of  his  son,  John.  This,  of  course,  was  then  a  wild 
tract,  and  his  first  dwelling  was  a  small  log  shanty  which  remained  his 
home  until  it  burned  down  a  few  years  later.  It  was  then  replaced  by  a  bet¬ 
ter  log  house,  in  which  all  his  children  were  born  but  one.  In  time  he  de¬ 
veloped  his  place  into  a  good  160-acre  farm,  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1888.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  school  district.  His  wife,  who  survived  him, 
died  Nov.  15,  1912.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  John  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth.  John  Sweeney  acquired  his  education  in  district 
school  No.  3.  He  resided  with  his  father  until  21  years  old  and  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Michael  Drier,  for  whom  he  hauled  lumber  for  a  year.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  which  he  has  since  operated 
as  a  general  stock  farm,  having  installed  various  modern  improvements, 
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including  pulley  equipment.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville 
Creamery  and  the  Telephone  Company.  On  Jan.  29,  1891,  John  Sweeney 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Clara  Robelia,  who  was  born  in  Eau  Galle 
township,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Virginia 
(Keller)  Robelia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweeney  have  been  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Grace  Ann,  a  graduate  of  school  district  No.  3;  James  Alexan¬ 
der,  who  married  Blanche  Myres  and  is  a  farmer  in  Waterville  township; 
Walter,  deceased ;  Ethel  Virginia  and  Richard.  Richard  Robelia,  father  of 
Mrs.  John  Sweeney,  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  there  married  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  Keller,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  country.  They  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  about  the  same  time  as  James  Sweeney,  and  Mr.  Robelia  also  worked 
for  Carson  &  Rand  for  a  number  of  years,  being  employed  by  them  as  saw 
filer.  Later  he  settled  on  a  farm  two  miles  north  of  Eau  Galle,  where  he 
is  still  living,  having  now  reached  the  venerable  age  of  93  years.  Before 
coming  to  this  country  he  had  served  in  the  German  army.  Though  he 
never  aspired  to  public  office  he  took  a  close  and  often  active  interest  in  all 
matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His 
wife  died  about  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whorn 
their  daughter  Clara  (Mrs.  John  Sweeney)  was  the  eighth  in  order  of 
birth. 

John  Weishapple,  a  thriving  merchant  of  Durand,  Pepin  county,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  company  with  Dan  Brown, 
under  the  firm  name  of  John  Weishapple  &  Co.,  was  born  in  Durand,  Wis., 
Dec.  16,  1881,  son  of  John,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Briar)  Weishapple.  The  parents 
were  born  in  Austria,  the  father,  May  29,  1848,  and  the  mother,  Sept.  4, 
1855,  and  were  married  in  that  country,  Jan.  16,  1881.  Not  long  after 
their  marriage  they  set  out  for  America,  coming  directly  to  Durand  and 
passing  through,  or  stopping  in  Chicago  on  Decoration  Day.  In  Durand 
the  father  followed  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  mason,  until  he  finally 
retired  from  active  work.  He  is  still  living  and  resides  here  with  his  wife. 
They  had  two  children,  of  whom  John,  Jr.,  was  the  elder.  Anton  is  in  the 
drug  business  in  Durand.  John  Weishapple,  Jr.,  was  graduated  from  the 
Durand  high  school,  June  5,  1900.  He  had  previously  begun  industrial 
life,  however,  at  the  early  age  of  11  years,  and  while  attending  school  was 
employed  in  a  sawmill  during  the  vacations.  He  also  worked  some  time 
for  the  Telephone  company.  After  his  graduation  from  the  high  school  he 
went  to  work  for  the  Light  and  Power  Company,  being  thus  engaged  from 
July  5  to  Sept.  20,  1900.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  the  store  of 
Vautrat  Bros.,  hardware  dealers,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  until  Oct. 
8,  1913.  He  and  Mr.  Brown  then  bought  out  the  business,  which  they 
have  since  conducted  very  successfully,  carrying  a  general  line  of  hard¬ 
ware  and  other  articles  connected  with  this  branch  of  business.  Mr. 
Weishapple  is  also  interested  in  other  local  enterprises,  among  them  the 
Durand  Auditorium,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  a  director,  and  owns  both 
residence  and  business  property  in  Durand.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  church  and  belongs  fraternally  to  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 
In  politics  he  is  independent.  Mr.  Weishapple  was  married  June  20,  1906, 
to  Alice  Luella  Liddy,  who  was  born  at  Arkansaw,  Waterville  township, 
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Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Ann  (Martin)  Liddy.  Her  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born  in  1829  and  the  mother  in 
1839.  They  were  married  in  the  old  cathedral  at  St.  Paul  and  came  to 
’epin  county  at  an  early  date,  when  the  Indians  were  still  here.  Mr.  Liddy 
was  engaged  in  lumbering  for  a  number  of  years,  but  afterwards  took  up 
farming,  which  was  his  occupation  until  1907.  He  then  retired  and  moved 
to  Durand.  Mrs.  Liddy  now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Weishapple. 
The  latter,  who  was  the  youngest  of  their  children,  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weishapple  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Jean  Evelyn  and  Jack  Edward. 

Charles  Schreiner,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Pepin  county,  was  born 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man. 
Choosing  the  Northwest  as  the  scene  of  his  future  career,  he  located  first 
in  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  whence  he  came  to  Pepin  county  among 
the  pioneers  of  this  section.  Securing  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Albany 
township,  he  made  his  abode  in  a  small  log  house  and  so  industrious  and 
economical  was  he  that  he  obtained  a  living  from  his  land  from  the  first. 
In  common  with  the  other  pioneer  settlers  he  made  his  early  improvements 
with  the  help  of  oxen,  which  he  used  for  a  number  of  years,  and  often  car¬ 
ried  flour  on  his  back  from  Durand,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  In  time  he 
became  the  owner  of  considerable  land  and  real  estate,  including  city  prop¬ 
erty  in  Mondovi.  One  of  the  live  and  enterprising  citizens  of  his  township, 
he  took  an  active  interest  in  all  commendable  public  enterprises,  which  he 
supported  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  In  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  and  served  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  until  its  close.  His 
death  took  place  about  1906.  He  and  his  wife  Dora,  whom  he  married  in 
Wisconsin,  and  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger¬ 
many,  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 

August  Schreiner,  a  large  land  owner  in  Albany  township,  Pepin  county, 
and  well  known  as  a  breeder  of  fine  Percheron  horses,  was  born  in  a  log 
house  on  the  farm  of  his  parents,  Charles  and  Dora  Schreiner,  in  section 
32,  this  township,  Aug.  28,  1867.  Trained  to  agriculture  in  his  youth,  he 
has  always  followed  that  and  kindred  lines  of  occupation,  in  all  of  which 
he  has  been  eminently  successful.  He  now  owns  300  acres  of  land,  most 
of  it  lying  in  sections  31  and  32,  Albany  township ;  also  a  tract  of  20  acres 
across  the  line  in  Buffalo  county.  Mr.  Schreiner  is  now  practically  retired 
from  land  cultivation,  giving  his  chief  attention  to  breeding  and  handling 
Percheron  horses,  and  also  operating  a  threshing  outfit  in  the  fall  season. 
During  his  long  and  active  career  he  has  made  money  and  is  now  well  to  do. 
Mr.  Schreiner  first  married  Mary  Pabst,  who  was  born  near  Portage,  Colum¬ 
bia  county,  Wisconsin,  and  was  some  years  younger  than  her  husband.  She 
died  Jan.  8,  1914,  leaving  three  children:  Charles,  who  married  Renetta 
Machmeier,  of  Albany  township,  and  is  a  farmer;  Bessie,  wife  of  Adolph 
Dreyssee,  of  this  township,  and  who  has  one  child,  Margaret,  and  Walter  B., 
separately  mentioned  in  this  volume.  On  Nov.  23, 1918,  Mr.  Schreiner  mar¬ 
ried  for  his  second  wife,  Mary  Albert,  of  Albany  township. 

Walter  B.  Schreiner,  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in 
this  township,  Dec.  23,  1888,  son  of  August  and  Mary  (Pabst)  Schreiner. 
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He  was  educated  in  this  township,  attending  district  school  No.  3,  and  re¬ 
siding  with  his  father  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  and  his  brother 
Charles,  rented  the  home  farm,  which  they  operated  two  years.  They 
were  successfully  engaged  in  breeding  Holstein  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs 
and  Shropshire  sheep,  giving  special  attention  to  this  branch  of  the  farming 
industry,  also  raising  the  usual  crops.  In  1916  Mr.  Schreiner  served  as 
township  assessor.  He  was  also  school  clerk  for  four  years  and  has  been 
elected  to  serve  three  more  in  the  same  office.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 
He  is  now  attending  the  Mankato  business  college  at  Mankato,  Minn.,  taking 
up  bookkeeping,  typewriting  and  other  commercial  studies. 

Nils  Gilbert,  a  well  known  farmer  in  section  22,  Frankfort  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  14,  1859,  son  of  Ole  and  Ulrika 
(Carlson)  Gilbert.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Gilberga,  Varmland,  Sweden, 
the  mother  born  in  1833.  She  died  March  15,  1914.  Ole  Gilbert  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  never  came  to  this  country.  He  died  in  Sweden 
about  1906.  Nils  Gilbert  attended  school  in  Sweden  and  at  the  age  of 
16  years  began  working  out  for  farmers.  Coming  to  the  United  States 
in  May,  1882,  he  settled  in  Frankfort  township,  where  for  several  years 
he  worked  out  on  a  farm.  In  1885  he  started  out  for  himself  on  his  present 
farm  of  40  acres  in  section  22.  He  follows  a  general  plan  of  farming  and 
in  these  days  of  high  prices  finds  a  ready  market  for  his  produce.  He  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  district  school  board,  having  served  eleven  years  as  a  school  treas¬ 
urer  and  several  years  as  director,  and  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Lund, 
Pepin  township.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  rather 
than  for  the  party.  On  Nov.  4,  1892,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Amanda  Erikson,  who  was  born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  Feb.  18,  1864. 
She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  her  native  land,  coming  to  America 
in  June,  1882,  and  living  in  Chicago  until  1887.  In  1889  she  came  to 
Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  from  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  She  died  April 
4,  1917,.  leaving  five  children :  Oscar  and  Elmer,  now  in  the  United  States 
service;  Ruth  and  Lillian,  residing  on  the  home  farm,  and  Hulda  A.,  who 
lives  in  Minneapolis. 

Andrew  L.  Coburn,  a  prosperous  stock  farmer,  operating  97  acres 
in  the  northern  part  of  Waterville  township,  his  residence  lying  in  section 
3,  with  40  acres  more  just  across  the  line  in  Dunn  county,  was  bom  in 
Huntingdon  county,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Dec.  29,  1852.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Adam  and  Abigail  (Murray)  Cobum,  the  father  bom  in  Hed- 
dington,  Scotland,  June  25, 1815,  the  mother  in  the  state  of  New  York  some 
years  later.  Adam  Coburn  learned  the  watchmaker’s  trade  when  a  youth, 
but  at  the  age  of  17  years  went  to  Montreal,  where  he  worked  for  some 
time  as  a  printer.  Later  he  bought  land  and  became  a  farmer  in  Hunting¬ 
don  county,  Quebec,  remaining  thus  occupied  until  he  came  to  Pepin  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1865,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  operated 
by  his  son,  Andrew  L.  Here  his  first  dwelling  was  a  log  house,  but  he  sub¬ 
sequently  made  a  number  of  improvements,  cultivating  the  land  until  his 
death  in  1880.  He  was  an  industrious  and  useful  citizen  and  one  of  the 
organizers  of  his  school  district.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
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county,  New  York,  in  1831,  died  in  1900,  surviving  him  about  20  years. 
Andrew  L.  Coburn  was  the  fourth  born  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  He 
attended  school  in  Canada,  later  for  a  short  time  in  Eau  Galle,  and  then  in 
district  No.  3,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  At  the  age  of  14  he  had 
begun  working  out,  being  employed  for  seven  months  in  a  shingle  mill  in 
Waubeek  township.  At  intervals  he  also  worked  for  others,  spending  one 
summer  in  Minnesota  and  another — that  of  1872 — in  Robison’s  mill,  near 
Eau  Claire.  When  21  years  old  he  again  worked  in  Minnesota,  harvesting 
and  threshing,  and  in  1876  went  to  work  in  the  woods  of  Barron  county, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Cumberland.  After  being  thus  or 
otherwise  employed  in  various  places,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Adam, 
he  bought  a  tract  of  woodland  in  section  5,  Waterville  township,  of  which 
they  cleared  ten  acres  and  planted  it  with  corn  and  potatoes.  Mr.  Coburn 
then  went  to  Minnesota  for  another  harvest  and  later  sold  his  interest  in  his 
land  to  his  brother,  operating  the  home  farm  for  his  mother  during  the  fol¬ 
lowing  summer.  The  next  year  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  Eau  Galle  township, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  for  two  years.  Then  returning  to 
the  home  farm,  he  has  since  resided  here,  having  bought  the  place  after  his 
mother’s  death.  Here  he  has  two  tracts  of  97  and  40  acres,  respectively,  the 
40  acres  being  in  Dunn  county,  and  is  operating  the  place  as  a  general  stock 
farm.  He  is  also  interested  financially  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  and  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Coburn  served 
two  or  three  terms  as  school  director  and  was  township  assessor  for  six  or 
seven  terms.  He  is  a  member  of  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Coburn  was  first  married  in  1884  to  Anna  Woods,  who 
was  born  in  Hemmingsford,  Canada,  daughter  of  Dawson-  and  Katherine 
(Davison)  Woods,  being  the  twelfth  born  in  their  family  of  14  children. 
She  died  July  19,  1885,  leaving  one  child,  Edward  George,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1886,  Mr.  Coburn  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Harriet  T.  Woods,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  She  was  bom 
in  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
county.  The  children  of  this  second  union  are  as  follows :  Abbie  Belle,  wife 
of  Charles  A.  Parker,  a  farmer  of  Union  township,  Pierce  county ;  Katie  M., 
now  Mrs.  Robert  Burk,  of  Union  township,  Pierce  county ;  Adam,  who  died 
in  childhood ;  John  D.,  who  is  assisting  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm ; 
Benjamin  D.,  now  in  the  United  States  service;  Jennie  L.,  Hazel  D.  and 
Myrtle  E.,  who  reside  at  home,  and  Andrew  Laverne,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Dawson  Woods,  father  of  both  the  first  and  second  Mrs.  Coburn,  was 
born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Katherine  Davison.  They 
both  came  to  Canada  as  young  people  and  were  there  married  in  1866,  set¬ 
tling  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Woods 
engaged  in  farming.  Before  giving  his  attention  to  the  soil,  however,  he 
worked  awhile  for  the  Eau  Claire  Saw  Mill  Company.  After  he  began 
farming  he  continued  in  that  occupation  until  his  death  in  November,  1902. 
He  had  survived  his  wife  several  years,  she  having  passed  away  in  1897. 
While  a  resident  of  Canada,  Mr.  Woods  served  in  the  Canadian  militia. 

Chauncey  S.  Goodrich,  a  pioneer  of  Waubeek  township,  was  bom  in 
New  York  State,  of  early  American  stock,  a  family  tradition  being  that  he 
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was  descended  from  one  of  two  Goodrich  brothers,  who  came  to  America 
some  time  during  the  American  revolution.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
in  his  native  state  and  was  there  married.  Filled  with  the  same  spirit  that 
had  made  his  ancestors  venture  across  the  Atlantic  to  a  new  land,  he  came 
west  in  1855  and  lived  for  a  while  in  Iowa.  Two  years  later,  in  1857,  he 
came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  on  a  tract  of  unimproved  land  in  section  16, 
Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county.  Living  in  a  pioneer  country,  he  and  his 
family  endured  all  the  hardships  of  frontier  life,  but  as  the  years  passed  his 
industry,  integrity  and  hard  work  brought  their  fruits  of  prosperity  and 
comfort.  Highly  respected  in  the  community,  he  exerted  a  considerable  in¬ 
fluence  on  public  affairs  and  served  in  various  township  offices  for  many 
years.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  on  his  farm  in  1893.  His  wife, 
Amy  Williams,  who  shared  his  toil  and  joys  for  so  many  years,  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Rhode  Island,  and  perhaps  the 
most  conspicuous  champion  of  liberty  of  conscience  in  religion  in  the  early 
colonial  days.  The  direct  line  of  descent  from  Roger  Williams  was  through 
Joseph  Williams,  James  Williams,  Frederick  Williams  and  Alpheus  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  latter  being  Mrs.  Goodrich’s  father.  Mrs.  Goodrich  survived  her 
husband  several  years,  dying  in  1897.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Sylvester  A.,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  and  Jennie  M.,  now 
deceased. 

Jennie  M.  Goodrich,  a  leading  educator  of  western  Wisconsin  and  for 
several  terms  superintendent  of  Pepin  county  schools,  was  born  in  Waubeek 
township,  this  county,  May  7,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Chauncey  S.  and  Amy 
(Williams)  Goodrich,  the  pioneers.  She  grew  to  womanhood  on  the  farm 
and  early  manifested  an  interest  in  pedagogical  pursuits,  her  early  education 
being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Menomonie  High  School. 
At  the  age  of  15  she  engaged  in  teaching,  a  profession  she  followed  for 
the  remainder  of  her  life.  Her  early  schools  were  in  Pepin  and  surrounding 
counties.  At  the  age  of  19  she  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  River 
Falls,  Wis.,  and  graduated  with  honors  four  years  later.  With  this  addi¬ 
tional  preparation,  she  taught  in  various  high  schools  in  Chippewa,  Eau 
Claire  and  Pepin  counties.  From  1889  to  1893  she  was  county  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Pepin  county.  With  this  exception  she  continued  her  high  school 
work  until  a  few  months  before  her  death  in  1895.  She  was  highly  trained 
and  experienced  as  a  teacher  and  deeply  loved  as  a  friend,  and  her  death 
was  sincerely  mourned  not  only  by  her  relatives  and  associates,  but  also 
by  the  many  hundred  pupils  whose  lives  had  been  enriched  by  her  instruc¬ 
tion  and  example. 

Sylvester  A.  Goodrich,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  the  old  Goodrich 
homestead  in  section  16,  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in 
Jackson  county,  Iowa,  April  26,  1856,  son  of  Chauncey  S.  and  Amy  (Wil¬ 
liams)  Goodrich,  who  brought  him  to  his  present  farm  in  1857.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits,  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
has  spent  his  whole  life  thus  far  on  the  homestead  of  which  he  is  now  pro¬ 
prietor.  He  has  added  to  the  improvements  made  by  his  father,  and  has 
a  good  place  of  130  well-tilled  acres,  fully  equipped  with  buildings,  imple¬ 
ments,  machinery  and  stock,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming. 
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For  many  years  a  Republican,  he  has  in  recent  years  been  more  independent 
on  political  questions  and  has  voted  for  men  and  measures  which  he  has 
thought  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  most  people,  regardless 
of  party.  He  has  been  a  supervisor  of  his  town,  town  clerk  and  for  several 
years  town  treasurer,  and  has  also  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district, 
rendering  efficient  service  in  all  these  positions.  The  Baptist  church  num¬ 
bers  him  among  its  consistent  and  earnest  members.  Mr.  Goodrich  was 
married,  Aug.  1,  1893,  to  Blanche  McGee,  born  Aug.  1,  1872,  second  of  the 
six  children  of  John  and  Adeline  (Beebe)  McGee,  natives  of  Young  town¬ 
ship,  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1856  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Lakeport,  in  Pepin  county,  developed  a  pleasant 
home  and  reared  their  family,  Mrs.  McGee  dying  in  April,  1915,  and  Mr. 
McGee  now  making  his  home  with  the  Goodrich  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goodrich  have  two  daughters,  Helen  and  Ruth.  Ruth  is  a  proficient  school 
teacher.  Two  children  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  Chauncey,  a  bright, 
promising  boy,  died  at  the  age  of  16. 

August  Louis  Schober,  who  as  a  general  farmer  is  operating  80  acres 
of  land  in  section  3,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  Eau  Galle  township, 
Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  Aug.  28, 1890,  son  of  Fred  and  Josephine  (Wilson) 
Schober.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Austria,  and  after  their  marriage 
came  to  America  in  1880,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Dunn  county,  this  state,  but 
coming  about  1890  to  Waterville  township,  where  the  mother  died  June  7, 
1916,  and  the  father  July  28,  1917.  Their  children,  nine  in  number,  were : 
Rufus,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture,  on  Farm  Hill,  Dunn  county ;  Matt,  who 
resides  in  Dunn  county,  just  across  the  line  from  Pepin  county;  John,  who 
lives  at  Exile,  Pierce  county ;  Fannie,  unmarried  and  residing  on  the  farm 
with  her  brother,  August  L. ;  Bertha,  wife  of  Joseph  J.  Baier,  a  farmer  of 
Dunn  county ;  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  August  L.  Schober  has  always 
lived  on  the  home  farm  established  by  his  father,  and  which  is  a  highly 
improved  piece  of  agricultural  property,  provided  with  a  fine  modern  resi¬ 
dence  and  good,  substantial  farm  buildings,  a  tribute  to  the  industry  both 
of  father  and  son.  Mr.  Schober  operates  the  farm  in  a  general  way,  rais¬ 
ing  both  crops  and  stock,  and  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Arkansaw 
Creamery  and  Telephone  Company.  He  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  farm, 
having  never  had  any  political  aspirations,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township.  The  Roman  Catholic  church  at 
Eau  Galle  numbers  him  among  its  members. 

Frank  Pittman,  proprietor  of  a  good-sized  farm  of  360  acres  in  section 
3,  Waterville  township,  where  he  is  giving  special  attention  to  dairying, 
was  born  in  Bohemia,  Feb.  26,  1859,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Cease) 
Pittman.  The  parents  were  also  Bohemians,  the  father  being  a  native  of 
the  same  place.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  for  three  years  a 
soldier  in  the  army,  serving  in  the  war  of  1848.  He  and  his  wife  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1864,  landing  at  Baltimore  and  coming  directly  from 
that  place  to  Watertown,  Wis.  There  Joseph  Pittman  bought  land  and 
farmed  for  two  years.  In  1866  he  came  to  Durand,  Pepin  county,  and 
bought  land  that  now  forms  a  part  of  the  farm  of  his  son,  Frank,  his  tract 
consisting  of  80  acres.  This  he  worked  on  and  operated  until  1888,  making 
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many  improvements,  and  then  turned  it  over  to  his  son,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
sided  a  few  years  subsequently.  After  that,  being  now  retired,  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Durand,  where  he  subsequently  died  at  the  age  of  72  years. 
His  wife  died  some  years  later.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children,  Frank 
being  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Frank  Pittman  was  educated  in  district 
schoolhouse  No.  3,  Waterville  township.  He  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  was  24  years  old  and  then  went  to  South  Dakota,  where 
he  took  a  homestead  in  Clark  county,  residing  there  two  years.  While  there 
he  worked  in  the  pineries  during  the  winter.  Then  coming  back  to  Pepin 
county,  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  has  since  operated.  The 
entire  farm  of  360  acres  lies  in  Waterville  township.  In  the  spring  of  1917 
Mr.  Pittman  deeded  120  acres  of  his  farm  to  his  son,  Edward.  He  is  doing 
a  good  dairy  business,  breeding  Holstein  cattle,  registered,  and  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  is  milking  21  cows,  being  a  stockholder  in  the  creamery.  He  also 
raises  Poland-China  hogs  and  registered  Oxford  sheep.  His  other  financial 
interests  include  those  as  a  shareholder  in  the  Telephone  Company,  Wood¬ 
man  Hall  and  the  New,  Richmond  Packing  Company.  In  politics  Mr.  Pitt¬ 
man  is  independent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at 
Arkansaw.  He  has  served  as  school  director  two  years,  but  has  not  other¬ 
wise  been  active  in  local  affairs.  On  Jan.  31,  1887,  Mr.  Pittman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Anna  Lashinger,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia,  not  far  from 
the  birthplace  of  her  husband.  Her  parents  were  Frank  and  Theresa 
(Cease)  Lashinger,  natives  of  the  same  locality,  who  settled  in  Waterville 
township,  where  they  died.  She  was  one  of  six  children  and  was  educated 
in  her  native  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pittman  are  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Joseph,  Thomas,  Hannah,  Edward,  Jacob,  Martha,  Frank,  Jr.,  and  Laura. 
Joseph,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  married  Mary 
Pfeiffer,  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  Thomas,  who  was  a  manual 
training  teacher  residing  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  is  now  in  the  United  States 
service,  married  Lucile  Spearse.  Edward  married  Margaret  Bates,  of 
Waterville  township.  Martha  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Pepin 
county.  The  others,  as  well  as  Edward,  are  residing  on  the  home  farm. 
Mr.  Pittman  belongs  to  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  has 
taken  high  rank  among  the  farmers  of  his  township  for  his  industry,  care¬ 
ful  management  of  his  farm  and  the  successful  results  he  has  achieved. 

Fred  Francis  Pittman,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  has  served  repeatedly  in  official  position  and  where  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  in  section  3,  was  born  in 
the  canton  of  Chrudim,  Bohemia,  Nov.  11,  1851.  The  parents,  Joseph  F. 
and  Johanna  (Suss)  Pittman,  were  natives  of  the  same  country  and  locality, 
the  father  bom  Aug.  21,  1822,  the  mother  June  16,  1823.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  in  September,  1864,  they  located  first  in  Jefferson  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  about  18  months.  The  month  of  May, 
1866,  found  them  settled  on  the  farm  where  their  son,  Fred  F.,  now  lives, 
and  here  Joseph  F.  Pittman  lived  and  worked  until  about  five  years  before 
his  death,  the  last  five  years  being  spent  in  retirement  at  Durand,  where  he 
and  his  wife  passed  away.  Of  their  four  children  the  eldest  was  Fred 
Francis,  the  direct  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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Fred  F.  Pittman  attended  school  in  Rudelsdorf,  Bohemia,  and  also  one 
term  in  district  No.  3,  Waterville  township.  He  began  working  for  others 
at  the  age  of  about  13  years  and  was  employed  for  11  winters  in  the  pineries 
and  on  log  drives  and  lumber  rafts,  acting  most  of  the  time  as  cook.  In  the 
harvest  season  he  also  worked  on  farms,  and  these  were  his  customary  em¬ 
ployments  until  he  reached  the  age  of  30  years,  at  which  time  he  married 
and  settled  on  his  present  farm.  Starting  with  120  acres,  he  improved  the 
land  and  later  bought  40  acres  more,  which  latter  tract,  however,  he  has 
since  deeded  to  one  of  his  sons.  He  now  owns  a  farm,  therefore,  equal  in 
size  to  his  original  tract — a  farm  that  is  well  improved  and  which  he  is 
operating  in  a  general  way,  raising  chiefly  barley,  wheat  and  oats,  and 
breeding  Durham  and  Jersey  cattle,  with  good  financial  results.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Eau  Galle  Creamery  Company  and  was  secretary  for 
four  years  of  the  Arkansaw  Telephone  Company,  which  he  helped  to  organ¬ 
ize.  At  various  times  Mr.  Pittman  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  local  government.  He  was  chairman  of  the  township  board  for  six  years, 
finally  resigning  from  that  board,  was  chairman  of  the  county  board  one 
term  and  assessor  for  two  years.  He  also  served  one  term  on  the  school 
board  and  for  25  years  held  the  position  of  statistical  agent.  For  a  number 
of  years  Mr.  Pittman  has  been  closely  interested  in  important  public  im¬ 
provements  in  Pepin  county.  He  was  chain  bearer  with  the  party  of  sur¬ 
veyors  who  surveyed  Shell  Lake,  and  helped  to  cut  the  road  from  Glidden 
to  White  Bear  Lake.  While  serving  as  chairman  of  the  county  board  he 
assisted  in  building  more  than  20  concrete  bridges,  besides  putting  through 
other  useful  work,  with  all  of  which  his  name  is  honorably  associated.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  In  religion  a  Catholic,  he  attends  the  church  of 
that  faith  at  Arkansaw.  On  April  13,  1881,  Mr.  Pittman  was  married  to 
Anna  Bauer,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  John  and  Theresa 
(Statelman)  Bauer.  Her  parents  came  to  America  with  their  family  about 
1872,  locating  in  Waterville  township,  this  county,  on  a  farm,  which  they 
made  their  permanent  home.  The  mother  was  the  first  to  die,  passing  away 
in  1909,  Mr.  Bauer’s  death  occurring  in  1914.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pittman  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children :  John  F.,  Ida  B., 
Anna  T.,  Margaret,  Mary,  William  H.  and  Charles  A.  John  F.,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Waterville  township,  married  Anna  Hofaker,  of  this  township, 
and  they  have  a  family  of  three  children,  Raymond,  Martin  and  John.  Ida 
B.  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Stellar,  of  Waterville  township,  and  has  two  children, 
Ralph  and  Ronald.  Anna  T.,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Riley,  residing  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  has  two  children,  Ethel  and  Thomas.  Margaret,  who  married  Reuben 
Grumprey,  resides  at  Rock  Elm,  Pierce  county,  and  has  two  children, 
Harold  and  Walter.  Mary,  wife  of  Harold  Smith,  a  carpenter,  is  at 
present  living  with  her  parents.  She  has  one  child,  Paul.  William  H.  and 
Charles  A.  are  unmarried  and  living  at  home. 

Clinton  B.  Taylor,  proprietor  of  a  good  60-acre  farm  in  section  14, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Sept.  10, 
1879,  son  of  Peter  J.  and  Rosella  (Martin)  Taylor.  Both  parents  were 
born  in  Vermont,  the  father  Dec.  15,  1847,  and  the  mother  Aug.  6,  1850, 
the  former  at  North  Hero,  Grand  Isle  county,  situated  in  Lake  Champlain. 
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Peter  J.  Taylor  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  with  his  parents,  they 
being  among  the  first  settlers.  He  was  a  year  too  young  to  enter  the  army 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  grew  to  maturity  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  finally  buying  land  and  engaging  in  farming.  After  operating  his 
farm  until  1913  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son,  Clinton,  and  subsequently  re¬ 
sided  here  retired  from  active  work  until  his  death,  Jan.  20,  1917.  He  was 
clerk  of  the  school  district  for  21  years  and  served  a  number  of  times  on  the 
township  board.  His  wife  passed  away  Feb.  26,  1917.  Clinton  B.  Taylor, 
who  was  the  fourth  born  in  a  family  of  six  children,  attended  school  in  his 
home  district  and  at  Arkansaw,  this  county.  Residing  with  his  parents 
until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years,  he  then  worked  out  for  others,  and  on 
several  occasions  spent  the  harvest  and  threshing  season  far  away  from 
home,  on  one  occasion  in  North  Dakota  and  on  another  in  Lethbridge, 
Canada.  In  the  spring  of  1913  he  settled  on  the  parental  homestead,  where 
he  has  60  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  with  profitable  results.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Odd  Fellow  Lodge 
at  Arkansaw,  of  which  he  is  the  present  chaplain,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  He  is  the  present  clerk  of  the  school  board,  having  succeeded 
his  father  in  that  office. 

Stephen  P.  Thalen,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  stock  farm  of 
80  acres  in  section  11,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  Sept.  16,  1869,  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Cooper) 
Thalen.  The  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  locating  first  in  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  and  from  there  going  to 
Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  where  he  bought  land  and  resided  for  a  number 
of  years.  About  1868  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  Stephen, 
and  daughter,  Aves  E.,  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  and  here 
he  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  lying  in  1889.  His  wife  survived  him  a 
number  of  years,  passing  away  in  1901.  Peter  Thalen  was  a  man  of  activ¬ 
ity  and  influence  in  his  township,  especially  in  regard  to  school  affairs.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  school  district,  got  the  timber  for  the  school- 
house,  and  served  as  school  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years.  A  part  of  his 
time  was  devoted  to  well  digging  and  in  early  days  mining.  Stephen  P. 
Thalen  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  two  children,  the  other  being  his  sis¬ 
ter,  Aves  Elizabeth.  She  married  Mathew  H.  Gibson,  of  New  York  State, 
who  died,  and  she  now  resides  with  her  brother.  Stephen  P.  Thalen  resided 
on  the  home  farm,  of  which  he  assumed  the  management  when  19  years  of 
age.  Here  he  has  always  resided  and,,  as  already  stated,  is  now  operating 
it  as  a  general  stock  farm,  in  which  line  of  business  he  has  had  good  success. 
His  place  is  well  equipped  with  modern  buildings  and  all  other  necessary 
conveniences,  and  is  managed  with  satisfactory  financial  results.  Mr. 
Thalen  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Arkansaw  and  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  Accident  Insurance  Company.  He  has  never  married,  but  some  of  his 
sister’s  children  reside  with  him  on  the  farm.  Her  eldest  son,  Edward  Gib¬ 
son,  was  a  teacher  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  but  is  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S. 
infantry  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Another,  John,  who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
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is  now  a  cook  in  the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Grant.  The  others  are : 
Irwin,  who  is  in  the  rural  mail  service  on  route  1,  connected  with  the 
Arkansaw,  Wis.,  postoffice ;  Wilbur,  a  pupil  in  the  high  school  at  Arkansaw, 
and  Galen. 

Frank  Meixner,  Jr.,  a  well-known  and  successful  farmer  in  Section  11, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  Dec.  12,  1874,  son 
of  Frank,  Sr.,  and  Hannah  (Andel)  Meixner.  The  parents,  natives  of 
Austria,  came  to  America  in  1881,  settling  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconisn,  on 
the  present  farm  of  their  son,  Frank,  which  was  partially  improved.  To  the 
standing  improvements  the  father  added,  cultivating  and  developing  the 
land,  and  residing  here  until  about  1905,  when  he  moved  to  another  farm 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  is  now  retired  and  resides  with  his  son,  Henry. 
His  wife  died  in  1892.  Frank  Meixner,  Jr.,  was  the  seventh  born  in  a  family 
of  eight  children.  He  was  educated  in  the  Liddy  school  at  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  and  when  old  enough  assisted  his  father,  for  whom  he  subsequently 
operated  the  farm.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  became  its  owner  and 
has  since  operated  it  on  his  own  account.  It  contains  80  acres  and  is  well 
equipped  with  modern  buildings,  and  Mr.  Meixner  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  with  good  financial  returns.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  at  Arkansaw  and  is  independent  in  his  political  views.  In  addition 
to  his  immediate  farming  interests  he  is  financially  interested  in  the  Water¬ 
ville  Creamery  and  the  Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Meixner  was  married  in 
February,  1904,  to  Miss  Mary  Behnke,  who  was  born  at  Exile,  Dunn  county, 
Wis.,  daughter  of  Gottfried  and  Wilhelmina  Behnke.  Her  parents,  natives 
of  Germany,  were  early  settlers  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  later  removing 
to  Dunn  county,  where  Mr.  Behnke  became  a  farmer  and  land  owner  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  that  county,  his 
death  taking  place  in  1905  and  hers  in  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meixner  have  a 
family  of  four  children:  Mildred  Frances,  Willard  Henry,  Donald  and 
Howard  Benjamin. 

Joseph  Bauer,  proprietor  of  a  general  and  stock  farm  of  160  acres  in 
section  4,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  Nov.  11, 
1862,  son  of  John  and  Theresa  (Statelman)  Bauer.  The  parents,  also 
natives  of  Austria,  came  to  the  United  States  about  1870,  and  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  Northwest,  made  their  first  American  home  in  Durand,  this 
county.  The  father  worked  for  awhile  among  relations  in  Lima  township, 
and  later  for  Carson  &  Rand  at  Eau  Galle.  Finally  settling  on  a  tract  of  rail¬ 
road  land  in  Waterville  township,  he  engaged  in  farming  and  he  and  his  wife 
resided  on  their  farm  here  until  they  died,  the  former  in  1914  and  the  latter 
in  1909.  Joseph  Bauer’s  schooling  was  acquired  solely  in  Austria,  though 
he  was  only  eight  or  nine  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  country.  As  the 
son  of  a  pioneer  farmer  he  had  to  make  himself  useful  at  an  early  age  and 
his  work  was  not  always  easy  or  pleasant.  But  it  was  good  training  for  his 
future  career  and  taught  him  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance.  .  “Early 
to  bed  and  early  to  rise”  was  the  motto  on  the  farm,  and  few  moments  of 
daylight  were  wasted.  Besides  assisting  his  father,  young  Joseph  worked  at 
intervals  for  others,  all  the  while  learning  more  about  his  future  vocation. 
Like  most  other  sturdy  youth  in  those  days,  he  also  had  experience  in  lum- 
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bering,  working  in  the  pineries  for  14  winters  and  at  times  on  the  river, 
and  in  these  diversified  occupations  he  continued  until  his  marriage.  That 
event  took  place  in  September,  1889,  his  bride  being  Miss  Anna  Rumhadder. 
She,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of  Austria,  as  were  also  her  parents,  Michael 
and  Frances  Rumhadder,  who  had  come  to  this  country  about  three  years 
before  the  Bauers,  locating  near  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  a  farm.  Their  daughter,  Anna,  was  the 
eldest  of  their  five  children  and  attended  school  both  in  Buffalo  and  Pepin 
counties.  It  was  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  that  Mr.  Bauer  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  though  it  was  then  covered  with  timber.  This,  however,  was 
a  problem  that  he  knew  how  to  handle  and  it  did  not  take  him  long  to  make 
a  clearing,  on  which  a  small  log  house — his  first  humble  dwelling,  which  is 
still  standing — soon  made  its  appearance.  Other  pioneer  work  followed  in 
the  clearing,  breaking  and  cultivating  of  the  land,  and  the  erection  of  barns 
and  other  necessary  buildings.  The  timber  that  he  cut  on  his  land  he  used 
to  haul  with  an  ox  team  to  Durand,  where  he  traded  it  for  produce,  and  in 
this  way  he  continued  until  he  had  cleared  his  present  acreage.  In  1913 
the  present  modern  house  w'as  erected  and  occupied,  and  the  old  log  farm 
buildings  in  general  have  also  given  place  to  larger  and  more  substantial 
structures.  Here  Mr.  Bauer  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising,  breeding  up  in  Durham  cattle,  and  his  operations  are  yielding  good 
financial  returns.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Creamery  Company  and 
the  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  but  his  public  service 
has  been  confined  to  the  school  board.  A  Catholic  in  religion,  he  attends  the 
church  of  that  faith  at  Eau  Galle.  The  home  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  has 
been  broadened  and  perfected  by  the  birth  of  seven  children :  Herman,  un¬ 
married  and  now  in  military  service ;  Albert,  Mamie  and  Richard,  residing  at 
home;  Louise,  who  was  educated  here  and  at  Menomonie  and  is  now  a 
teacher  in  the  Pierce  county  schools;  and  Clara  and  Ida,  living  at  home. 
None  of  the  children  are  as  yet  married. 

Joseph  Proue,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  a  farm  in  section  21,  Water- 
ville  township,  Pepin  county,  is  a  man  who  has  had  a  long  and  active  career 
as  farmer  and  lumberman.  His  birth  took  place  in  Quebec,  Canada,  in  1846, 
and  at  the  age  of  14  he  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he  remained  about 
six  years.  He  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Chippewa  Falls,  and  as 
lumbering  was  then  the  most  thriving  industry  in  this  section,  and  he  was 
a.  strong  and  able-bodied  youth,  he  easily  found  employment  and  followed 
that  avocation,  working  at  various  places  between  Chippewa  Falls  and  La 
Crosse,  until  his  marriage  in  1880.  At  intervals  also,  between  the  logging 
seasons,  he  conducted  a  broom  factory  at  La  Crosse,  having  previously 
learned  that  trade.  At  the  time  he  married  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Knapp-Stout  Company,  for  whom  he  worked  two  years  as  foreman.  He 
then  took  up  his  residence  at  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  but  continued  in 
the  lumber  business  for  seven  years  subseqently,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
he  came  to  the  farm  in  section  21,  Waterville  township,  where  he  now  lives 
and  which  is  now  operated  by  his  son,  Earl  W.  The  place  was  then  unim¬ 
proved  and  a  heavy  task  faced  him  in  developing  it  into  a  good  farm.  After 
his  many  years  of  lumbering,  however,  hard  work  was  a  thing  to  which 
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he  was  accustomed  and  had  no  terrors  for  him,  so  he  pitched  in  stoutly  and 
in  time  the  results  of  his  efforts  were  apparent  in  smiling  fields  of  grain 
and  modest  but  substantial  buildings.  After  a  career  of  agricultural  activ¬ 
ity,  lasting  many  years,  he  gave  up  work,  but  still  resides  on  his  farm, 
where  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  industry.  He  has  always 
taken  an  earnest  interest  in  educational  matters  and  all  other  enterprises  of 
public  utility,  and  has  been  from  the  first  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his 
township.  In  1880  Joseph  Proue  was  married  to  Clara  Anna  Diehm,  who 
was  bom  at  Plainview,  Minn.,  in  1859.  They  have  been  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Clyde  A.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  ranching  at  Bruce,  Mont. ;  Earl 
W.,  who  is  farming  the  old  homestead,  and  Paul  J.,  born  Aug.  10, 1895,  who 
assisted  Earl  in  carrying  on  the  home  farm.  Paul  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  as  a  mechanic  in  March,  1918,  and  was  stationed  on 
Long  Island,  New  York.  He  is  now  in  the  Aviation  Signal  Corps. 

Earl  W.  Proue,  who  is  operating  the  old  Proue  homestead  in  section 
21,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  at  Millville,  Minn.,  Dec. 
15,  1883,  son  of  Joseph  and  Clara  Anna  Diehm  Proue.  He  was  brought  up 
on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  school  of  his  district.  After  graduating 
there  he  went  to  Huron,  S.  D.,  where  he  pursued  further  studies,  residing 
with  a  maternal  aunt.  From  the  time  he  was  16  years  of  age  until  the  year 
1914  he  has  spent  every  winter  in  the  northern  woods,  engaged  in  logging, 
and  he  has  also  made  three  different  trips  to  Canada,  visiting  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan,  but  has  always  returned  to  the  home  place,  which  he  regards 
as  the  most  desirable  location  he  has  yet  seen.  Up  to  the  present  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  but  has  just  recently  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  and  is  breeding  up  in  Shomhom  Durham  cattle,  besides 
raising  a  good,  grade  of  hogs.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville 
Creamery  and  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Proue  has  thor¬ 
oughly  modernized  his  farm,  having  a  first-class  equipment  for  general 
stock  raising,  and  in  view  of  present  national  conditions  he  can  scarcely  fail 
to  attain  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
Lodge  at  Arkansaw,  being  its  present  noble  grand,  and  is  serving  as  di¬ 
rector  of  his  school  district.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Peter  Heit,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  section  14,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  was  bom  in  Austria,  in  February,  1843,  son  of  Joseph  Heit,  the  par¬ 
ents,  who  never  came  to  this  country,  being  also  natives  of  Austria.  Peter 
Heit  attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  resided  with  his  parents  until 
1867.  In  that  year  he  married  Theresa  Enttler,  and  with  his  young  wife 
set  out  for  the  United  States,  her  parents  also  remaining  behind.  Making 
no  stop  in  any  of  the  eastern  states,  he  came  directly  on  to  Wisconsin,  locat¬ 
ing  at  Eau  Galle,  where  he  found  employment  with  the  Carson  &  Rand 
Company.  After  remaining  there  for  some  years  he  came  to  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  settled  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  one  on  which 
he  now  lives  with  his  son,  Peter.  There  he  erected  a  small  log  building,  12 
by  16  feet  in  size,  and  set  to  work  to  improve  his  place.  After  a  residence 
there  of  14  years,  during  which  time  he  accomplished  a  large  amount  of 
work,  he  moved  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives — a  farm  of  92  acres 
of  valuable  land,  which  he  has  supplied  with  all  modem  improvements,  in- 
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eluding  good  buildings  and  on  which  he  carried  on  general  farming  until 
his  retirement  from  active  work.  His  son  Peter  now  owns  and  operates  the 
farm.  Mr.  Heit  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics 
is  independent.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  a  family  of  three  children,  one  of 
whom,  Frances,  is  now  deceased.  The  other  two  are  Louis  and  Peter. 
Louis,  who  resides  on  an  adjoining  farm,  married  Margaret  Liddie,  and 
they  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  namely :  Lucy, 
wife  of  Thomas  Fox,  residing  in  North  Dakota,  and  Marie,  James,  Raymond, 
Joseph,  Margaret,  Alice  and  Ralph,  who  live  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Peter  Heit,  who,  as  previously  stated,  is  now  the  owner  of  the  homestead, 
married  Kathrina  Schmidt,  who  was  born  in  Pierce  county,  and  they  have 
five  children:  Isabella,  Francis,  Jacob,  Helen  and  Clarence,  all  living  at 
home. 

Albert  Strese.  The  stockraising  industry  has  a  good  representative 
in  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  who  is  operating  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  10,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Strese  was  born  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  county,  Wisconsin,  three  miles  from  Jefferson,  Aug.  28,  1855,  the  scene 
of  his  birth  being  the  log  house  of  his  parents,  August  and  Caroline 
(Shrader)  Strese.  Both  parents  were  of  German  birth,  the  father’s  birth¬ 
place  being  Berlin  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  Feb.  7, 1823,  while  the  mother 
was  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  April  10,  1828.  August  Strese  was  a  black¬ 
smith  by  trade  and  also  a  general  mechanic  of  more  than  common  ability. 
After  his  marriage  to  Caroline  Shrader  he  set  out  with  his  wife  for  the 
United  States.  Landing  at  New  York  City,  they  remained  there  for  three 
years,  Mr.  Strese  working  in  a  machine  shop.  The  desire  to  own  land  and 
become  independent  was,  however,  too  strong  to  be  overcome  by  the  attrac¬ 
tions  of  city  life,  and  at  the  end  of  the  period  mentioned  Mr.  Strese  turned 
his  back  on  New  York  and  with  his  family  journeyed  westward  until  he 
arrived  in  Jefferson,  Wis.,  where  he  purchased  a  house  and  four  lots  and 
worked  at  his  trade  for  some  time,  not  yet  being  ready  to  take  up  farming. 
This  latter  occupation,  as  the  ever-open  door  to  industrial  independence, 
appealed  to  him  more  strongly  as  the  years  went  by,  and  he  found  his  fam¬ 
ily  increasing  in  size  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  his  wages. 
Accordingly,  in  1865  or  1868  he  and  his  family  left  Jefferson  and  came 
northwest  to  Dunn  county,  where  they  remained  for  one  year,  and  then, 
not  quite  satisfied  with  conditions  there,  made  one  more  removal,  this  time 
to  Pepin  county,  Mr.  Strese  buying  the  farm  in  section  10,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  on  which  his  son  Albert  now  resides  and  which  was  then  well  tim¬ 
bered.  Here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  doing  pioneer  work  during  the 
early  years,  but  gradually  becoming  more  prosperous  until  he  was  the  owner 
of  a  good  and  profitable  farm.  Dying  about  1895,  he  was  survived  some 
twenty  years  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  January,  1915.  During  his 
active  career  he  served  some  years  as  school  director,  having  assisted  in 
organizing  the  district.  Albert  Strese  was  the  second  born  of  his  parents’ 
eight  children.  He  attended  district  school  both  in  Jefferson  and  Pepin 
counties  and  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  since  he  first  came  to  it,  a  boy, 
with  his  parents.  From  the  age  of  20  to  that  of  27  he  worked  for  others 
at  intervals,  and  then,  after  his  marriage,  resided  in  Eau  Claire  for  a  year. 
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where  he  was  engaged  in  the  carpenter  and  cooper’s  trades.  Returning  to 
the  old  homestead,  he  has  since  remained  here.  He  has  installed  modern 
improvements  on  the  farm,  which  is  now  well  equipped  with  good  build¬ 
ings  and  machinery,  and  is  doing  a  successful  business  as  a  stock  farmer, 
breeding  up  in  Holstein  cattle  and  Percheron  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Waterville  Creamery,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  also  in  the 
Telephone  Company,  but  devotes  his  entire  time  to  his  farm.  A  Republican 
in  politics,  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  for  eighteen  years,  declining 
other  offices.  The  Lutheran  church  at  Durand  numbers  Mr.  Strese  among 
its  members,  his  father  having  been  also  active  in  that  organization.  Mr. 
Strese  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1882,  to  Hulda  Schmidt,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  in  which  country  her  parents  died,  she  coming  to  America  with  a 
married  sister.  Previous  to  her  marriage  she  resided  in  Eau  Claire.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Strese  have  eight  children :  William  H.,  a  contractor  and  builder 
residing  in  Durand,  who  married  Marie  Leipker,  of  Dunn  county,  and  has 
three  children,  Dorothy,  Thalice  and  William ;  Edward  F.,  residing  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  where  he  is  manager  for  the  Gail  &  Monroe  Company,  and  who 
married  Mamie  Britton,  of  Pierce  county,  and  has  three  children,  Marian, 
Shirley  and  Edward ;  Albert  G.,  a  carpenter,  living  at  home  and  associated 
in  business  with  his  brother,  William,  until  July,  1918,  when  he  went  to 
France  as  a  member  of  an  U.  S.  engineer  corps ;  Alta  Amelia,  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Britton,  a  farmer  residing  in  Pierce  county,  near  the  Pepin  county 
line;  Arthur  Emil,  a  farmer  associated  with  his  father;  Helen  and  Irma, 
living  at  home,  the  latter  attending  high  school  at  Durand,  and  Henry,  who 
is  now  deceased.  Helen  married  Percy  E.  Murry,  a  farmer,  of  Waterville 
township,  Nov.  26,  1918. 

Fletcher  Geralt  Swanson,  who  with  his  mother,  Mrs.  Clara  Swanson, 
is  operating  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  section  5,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county, 
was  born  in  this  township,  May  16,  1896.  His  father  was  Peter  Swanson, 
a  native  of  Sweden.  Mrs.  Clara  Swanson  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  9, 
1861,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Louisa  Bance,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  with  her  husband  settled  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  on  land 
which  they  developed  into  the  farm  on  which  she  and  her  son  now  live. 
Her  father  was  sheriff  of  a  province  in  Sweden  for  fifteen  years.  .  Fletcher 
G.  Swanson  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  Big  Hill  School  in  District  5,  Pepin 
township.  He  began  to  work  on  the  home  farm  when  13  years  old  and  since 
1912  has  had  general  charge  of  it.  He  raises  the  usual  crops,  together  with 
some  good  stock,  and  is  doing  a  successful  and  thriving  business  as  a  general 
farmer,  his  mother  being  interested  with  him  in  the  profits.  In  politics  he  is 
independent. 

Emil  Carlson,  who  is  conducting  a  successful  business  as  a  general 
farmer  in  section  5,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Stockholm 
township,  this  county,  March  24,  1871,  son  of  Peter  Ludvig  and  Sophie 
(Johnson)  Carlson.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  Sweden  in  the  year 
1843  and  came  to  America  in  1868,  settling  in  Stockholm  township,  Pepin 
county,  where  they  cleared  up  a  farm.  The  mother  died  in  1916,  but  the 
father  is  now  living  at  Lund,  Pepin  township,  being  retired  from  active 
work.  Emil  Carlson  attended  district  school  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin. 
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He  worked  on  his  parents’  farm  until  he  was  26  years  old  and  then  left, 
going  to  Superior,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  the  coal  docks  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  being  employed  in  the  woods  during  the  winter.  After  being  thus 
occupied  for  three  years  he  changed  his  occupation  to  railroad  construction 
work,  in  which  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  during  which  time  he 
traveled  long  distances  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  country.  Beginning  this 
work  at  Havre,  Mont.,  he  went  from  there  to  Jennings,  that  state,  then 
to  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  British  Columbia.  He  then 
returned  to  Spokane,  from  there  went  to  Tacoma,  Wash.,  then  to  Seattle, 
and  from  the  last  mentioned  place  returned  as  far  east  as  Denver,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  being  all  the  while  employed  on  railroads.  From 
Denver  he  returned  to  Pepin  township,  this  county,  in  1904,  and  on  July 
2  that  year  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  At  that  time  it  pre¬ 
sented  a  very  different  appearance  to  what  it  does  today,  being  so  thickly 
covered  with  trees  that  a  man  could  not  turn  around  with  a  team  at  any 
place  on  it.  These  trees  Mr.  Carlson  cleared  away  after  much  hard  labor 
and  he  has  also  made  other  improvements,  so  that  his  place  is  modern  in  all 
essential  respects  and  is  provided  with  good  buildings.  He  owns  60  acres 
but  farms  160  acres,  raising  both  crops  and  stock,  including  Poland-China 
hogs.  His  residence  is  a  fine  large  frame  house,  which  he  built  the  second 
year  after  coming  here.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone 
Company.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  Mission  Church  in 
Pepin  township,  and  in  politics  he  is  independent.  On  Oct.  27,  1910,  Mr. 
Carlson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Sundell,  who  was  bom  in  Nor¬ 
way,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Sundell.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Sweden  and  her  mother  of  Norway.  They  came  to  Pepin  county  at  an  early 
date,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Pepin  township.  The  mother  is  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Carlson  when  a  girl  attended  rural  school  in  district  No.  3,  Pepin 
township.  The  Carlson  family  includes  two  children — Allta  Gennat,  bora 
Nov.  3,  1910,  and  Melvin  Alvin,  born  April  3,  1915. 

Nels  Forsberg,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  section  29, 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  15,  1869,  son  of 
Ole  and  Bertha  (Larson)  Forsberg.  His  parents  were  natives  of  the  same 
country,  the  father  born  in  1835  and  the  mother  in  1825.  Both  died  in  their 
native  land,  neither  ever  coming  to  America.  Nels  Forsberg  was  educated 
in  a  village  school  in  Sweden  and  at  the  age  of  14  years  began  working  out 
for  farmers.  In  1893  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  this  county 
and  for  two  years  worked  for  farmers  in  Pepin  township.  Marrying  in  1898, 
he  moved  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  until 
May,  1914,  when  he  returned  to  Pepin  township.  Here  he  bought  the  farm 
of  60  acres  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  cultivating,  following  a  general  plan 
of  farming.  He  is  making  good  progress  on  the  road  to  prosperity  and  is 
already  comfortably  situated.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church  and  is  independent  in  politics.  On  July  4,  1898,  Mr.  Forsberg  was 
married  to  Selma  Anderson,  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Johanna  (Davidson) 
Anderson.  Her  parents  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  date  and  were 
engaged  in  farming  in  Pepin  township.  Mr.  Anderson  is  now  retired  and  is 
living  in  Minneapolis,  his  wife  being  deceased.  Their  daughter  Selma  was 
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born  in  Pepin  township  and  in  her  girlhood  attended  rural  school  here.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Forsberg  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Ethel,  wife  of  George 
Peters,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township ;  Hazel,  who  is  employed  in  the  North¬ 
western  Telephone  Exchange  at  Minneapolis,  and  George,  who  is  residing 
at  home. 

George  W.  Schruth,  of  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  representative  of  that  important  class— the  farmers — to  which  the 
world  is  now  according  that  consideration  which  has  always  been  its  due. 
His  farm  of  254 14  acres  in  section  32  is  a  valuable  piece  of  agricultural  prop¬ 
erty,  and  under  Mr.  Schruth’s  able  management  is  yielding  good  financial 
returns.  He  was  born  in  this  township,  July  14,  1883,  son  of  Ernest  and 
Emma  (Jems)  Schruth.  The  father  was  bom  in  Germany  in  1850  and 
coming  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  settled  in  this  township 
and  county,  taking  land  which  he  developed  into  a  good  farm.  He  died  in 
1898.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania  in  1861,  is  now  residing  on 
the  farm  with  her  son,  George  W.  George  W.  Schruth  in  his  boyhood  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school  at  Little  Plum,  Frankfort  township.  At  the  age 
of  16  years  he  left  home  and  for  a  few  years  worked  on  a  Mississippi  River 
steamboat.  Realizing,  however,  that  this  was  no  way  to  become  either 
independent  or  prosperous,  he  invested  his  savings  in  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives  and  on  which  he  has  made  various  improvements.  He  carries  on 
general  farming,  raising  both  crops  and  stock,  and  is  well  advanced  on  the 
road  to  prosperity.  As  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  township,  he  is 
now  serving  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  district  school  board.  In  politics 
he  is  independent.  Mr.  Schruth  was  married,  Dec.  2,  1909,  to  Alice  Biles, 
who  was  bom  in  Frankfort  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  (Patton)  Biles.  Her  father,  who  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Porcupine,  Frankfort  township,  is  a  member  of  the  town  and  school 
boards.  Mrs.  Schruth  acquired  her  education  in  the  school  at  Porcupine. 
She  and  her  husband  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Lavina,  born  April  2, 
1915.  The  Schruth  and  Biles  families  are  both  prominent  in  Frankfort 
township,  being  substantial  in  worldly  goods  and  attentive  to  all  the  duties 
of  public  and  private  life. 

Peter  Herbst,  one  of  the  settlers  in  Arkansaw  Valley,  Pepin  county,  in 
1877,  was  a  native  of  Eastern  Wisconsin  and  came  to  Pepin  county  at  the 
date  above  mentioned.  The  land  he  took  was  wild  and  his  entire  cash  capital 
amounted  to  but  22  cents,  so  his  prospects  at  the  time  were  far  from 
promising.  But  he  was  made  of  pioneer  stuff  and  was  not  to  be  discouraged 
by  hardships.  Beginning  operations  by  building  a  small  log  cabin,  he  then 
set  to  work  to  earn  some  money  by  cutting  cord  wood,  which  he  hauled  to 
Durand,  and  in  this  way  was  able  to  support  his  family  while  engaged  in  the 
slow  and  laborious  work  of  clearing  his  farm.  In  time  he  had  sufficiently 
progressed  with  the  latter  to  be  able  to  reap  some  returns  from  it  in  crops, 
and  his  improvements  were  continued  with  unremitting  industry,  his  fam¬ 
ily  assisting  him,  until  he  was  the  owner  of  a  good  and  profitable  200-acre 
farm.  Besides  attending  to  this  work  he  took  an  active  interest  in  local 
enterprises,  lending  them  his  support  when  they  appeared  promising,  and 
was  thus  one  of  the  first  stockholders  of  the  Waterville  Creamery  Company. 
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He  also  invested  some  money  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Arkan- 
saw,  which  he  lost  when  the  enterprise  failed.  In  addition  to  these  activi¬ 
ties  Mr.  Herbst  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  school  and  church,  proving  him¬ 
self  in  many  ways  to  be  a  high-minded,  public-spirited  citizen — the  type  of 
man  that  is  a  benefit  to  any  community.  When  he  moved  in  1914  to  Elm¬ 
wood,  Dunn  county,  where  he  owns  land  and  now  resides,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship  sustained  a  distinct  loss,  which,  however,  was  Elmwood’s  gain.  Mr. 
Herbst  was  married  to  Matilda  Smith,  a  native  of  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
and  who  is  also  now  living  and  resides  with  him  in  Elmwood.  They  have 
had  a  family  of  six  children. 

Archie  Herbst,  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  24,  Waterville 
township,  was  born  in  this  township,  Aug.  5,  1885,  son  of  Peter  and  Matilda 
(Smith)  Herbst.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  school  in  Arkansaw  Valley  for 
one  year  and  later  in  Eau  Claire  for  a  year,  where  his  father  was  then  (1895) 
engaged  in  mercantile  business.  When  18  years  of  age  he  began  working 
for  others  in  Pepin  county,  and  at  intervals  was  thus  occupied  in  Dunn  and 
Pierce  counties,  also  spending  one  fall  in  North  Dakota  and  two  in  Minne¬ 
sota.  At  the  age  of  23  he  engaged  in  hauling  cream  for  the  Waterville 
Creamery  Company  and  continued  in  that  industry  for  two  years.  He  then 
bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Dunn  county  and  was  occupied  in  farming  there 
for  three  years,  subsequently  selling  that  place  and  four  months  later  buy¬ 
ing  his  present  farm  in  Waterville  township,  which  adjoins  the  town  site  of 
Arkansaw.  It  is  an  excellent  farm  of  80  acres,  fully  equipped  with  all  neces¬ 
sary  appliances  and  well  improved  as  to  buildings.  One  of  the  important 
improvements  he  has  himself  made  is  a  good  flowing  well.  Mr.  Herbst  is  a 
man  of  sound  agricultural  knowledge  and  ability,  with  plenty  of  energy  and 
determination,  and  has  made  a  success  of  general  farming.  He  also  operates 
a  cream  route,  hiring  a  man  to  do  the  hauling.  In  politics  he  is  independent 
and  has  always  declined  public  office.  In  April,  1911,  Mr.  Herbst  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Helen  Murray,  who  was  born  in  Little  Arkansaw  Valley, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jessie  (Person) 
Murray.  Her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  this  township  and 
grew  to  manhood  here,  buying  land  and  engaging  in  agriculture.  He  is  still 
farming  in  Little  Arkansaw  Valley,  and  is  an  active  and  prominent  citizen, 
being  a  member  of  the  Good  Roads  Commission  and  an  officer  in  the  lodges 
of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  Royal  Neighbors.  His  wife,  Jessie, 
was  born  at  Exile,  Wis.  They  have  had  a  large  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  their  daughter  Jessie  was  the  eldest.  She  was  educated  in  this  local¬ 
ity,  attending  school  both  in  her  home  district  and  in  Arkansaw  village.  The 
family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbst  has  been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Doris  Bernice,  Dorothy  Evelyn,  Marjorie  Lucille  and  Vernon 
Eugene,  all  residing  at  home. 

Rev.  William  Stuhlmann,  pastor  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at 
Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  was  born  at  Hessen-Nassau,  Germany,  Sept.  14, 
1886,  son  of  Christian  and  Louisa  (Bahl)  Stuhlmann,  who  were  natives  of 
the  same  German  state.  The  father  in  early  life  was  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business,  but  is  now  retired  and  living  in  Germany.  Neither  he  nor  his 
wife  ever  came  to  this  country.  Their  son  William,  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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was  the  youngest  of  five  children.  When  a  boy  he  attended  school  in  his 
home  town,  was  subsequently  a  pupil  in  a  college  at  Falkenberg,  in  the  Neth¬ 
erlands,  and  later  in  the  Papal  University  at  Rome,  Italy,  where  he  studied 
philosophy  and  divinity,  receiving  his  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in 
1908  and  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1912.  In  the  intervals  between  his  college 
terms  he  resided  at  home.  In  1912  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New 
York.  Proceeding  to  Canada,  he  became  professor  in  a  college  at  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  After  that  he  was  engaged  for 
two  years  in  missionary  work  in  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  coming  to  St. 
Joseph’s  church  in  Arkansaw,  Wis.,  in  1916.  Here  he  has  a  congregation 
of  between  90  and  100  families  who  worship  in  the  new  church  edifice  which 
was  completed  Oct.  1, 1914.  Since  assuming  the  duties  of  this  charge  Father 
Stuhlmann  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  parishioners  and  the 
respect  of  the  general  community,  and  has  accomplished  some  good  work  in 
advancing  the  cause  of  religion  and  morality  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
church  of  which  he  is  the  pastor. 

Eugene  Stebbins,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  where  he  later  became  a 
farmer  and  miller.  He  married  Mary  Hathaway,  also  a  native  of  that  county 
and  state,  who  died  in  New  York  State  about  1857,  after  becoming  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Jennie  and  Frank  J.,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  a 
farmer  in  Waterville  township.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mary,  Mr.  Steb¬ 
bins  married  for  his  second  wife  Cordelia  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  of  which  union  one  child,  Lulu,  was  born.  Deciding  to 
emigrate  to  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Stebbins  settled  on  a  farm  in  Marquette  county, 
near  Harrisville.  During  three  years  of  the  Civil  War  period  he  served 
as  a  private  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service  returned  home  safe  and  sound  and  resumed  farming  in  Marquette 
county.  His  stay  there,  however,  after  the  war  was  short,  as  in  1866  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Pepin  county,  locating  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in 
Waterville  township,  one  mile  north  of  Arkansaw.  Their  first  dwelling  on 
the  place  was  a  small  frame  building,  and  for  some  years  thereafter,  both 
there  and  on  a  farm  in  Dunn  county,  near  the  Pepin  county  line,  to  which 
location  he  later  moved,  Mr.  Stebbins  did  good  pioneer  work,  clearing  and 
breaking  the  soil  and  making  the  wilderness  to  yield-grain  in  its  season.  His 
life  came  to  an  end  on  Jan.  16, 1901,  his  loss  being  regretted  throughout  the 
community,  as  he  was  a  man  of  many  sterling  qualities. 

Frank  J.  Stebbins,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  general  farm  of  100 
acres  in  section  26,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  Oct.  12, 1856,  son  of  Eugene  and  Mary  (Hathaway)  Steb¬ 
bins.  His  mother  dying  when  he  was  an  infant,  he  accompanied  his  father 
in  1866  to  Marquette  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  brought  up  on  a  farm. 
When  13  years  old,  his  father  having  by  that  time  moved  to  Dunn  county, 
near  the  Pepin  county  line,  he  found  employment  in  the  Waubeek  sawmill 
at  packing  shingles,  and  later  in  the  mill  at  Arkansaw  for  Mr.  Holbrook.  A 
considerable  part  of  his  time  was  also  devoted  to  helping  his  father  clear  the 
home  farm.  On  his  marriage  in  1882  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
account,  renting  a  place  in  Waubeek  township,  where  he  remained  three 
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years.  He  next  farmed  for  two  years  on  Skinner  Prairie.  At  his  next  loca¬ 
tion,  near  Porcupine,  he  remained  longer,  farming  80  acres  of  land  there  for 
15  years.  In  1902  he  came  to  his  present  farm  of  100  acres  in  section  26, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  general  farming  successfully,  his  place  being  well 
improved  and  equipped  with  good  buildings  and  adequate  machinery.  In 
politics  Mr.  Stebbins  is  independent,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr.  Stebbins  was 
married,  Oct.  12, 1882,  to  Elizabeth  Abbott,  who  was  born  in  Clinton  county, 
New  York,  daughter  of  James  and  Eleanor  (McGilton)  Abbott.  Of  this 
union  three  children  were  born:  James  Eugene  and  Jennie,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Ellen  Virginia,  who  is  unmarried  and  residing  at  home.  James 
Abbott,  father  of  Mrs.  Stebbins,  was  born  in  Hull,  England,  in  1820.  When 
a  young  lad  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  sawmill  work  in  Montreal,  Canada.  While  in  the  east  he  was  married 
to  Eleanor  McGilton,  a  native  of  Clinton  county,  New  York,  and  in  1869 
they  came  to  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Waubeek,  near  the  county 
line.  There  Mr.  Abbott  died  in  July,  1879.  His  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  passing  away  Oct.  11, 1901.  Their  daughter  Elizabeth  was  the  fourth 
born  of  their  seven  children.  She  attended  scnool  in  Pepin  county,  crossing 
over  the  county  line  from  her  home. 

Joseph  Radle,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  section  11,  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  having  a  good  farm  of  80  acres,  was  born  in  Austria, 
Feb.  14, 1868,  son  of  Joseph,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Eltant)  Radle.  The  parents 
were  also  born  in  Austria,  the  father  in  1830  and  the  mother  in  1838.  Com¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  and  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  in  1882,  they  bought  land  and  engaged  in  agriculture,  which  was 
Joseph  Radle,  Sr.’s,  original  occupation.  Having  developed  a  farm  here,  he 
removed  to  Rock  Falls,  Dunn  county,  where  he  resided  for  nine  years  before 
his  death,  which  event  took  place  in  1913.  His  wife  now  resides  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Bauer,  in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county.  By  her  he 
had  five  children  and  was  the  father  of  two  others  by  a  previous  marriage. 
Joseph  Radle,  Jr.,  attended  school  in  Austria  and  resided  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  20  years  of  age.  He  then  began  working  out,  being  thus  en¬ 
gaged  for  awhile  in  Minnesota,  then  in  the  lumber  mills  in  Ashland,  Wis., 
and  at  other  places.  Later  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  five  years 
in  Pepin  county,  and  then  bought  a  farm  near  his  present  home,  which  he 
operated  for  two  years.  Then  selling  that  place,  he  moved  to  Rock  Falls, 
farmed  there  for  eight  or  nine  years,’  sold  out  again  and  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  section  11,  Waterville  township.  This  consists  of  80  acres  of  valua¬ 
ble  land,  on  which  he  has  made  some  important  improvements  in  addition 
to  those  formerly  on  the  property,  so  that  everything  is  modern  and  in 
excellent  condition.  Mr.  Radle  keeps  good  stock,  and  is  now  breeding  up  in 
Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Waterville  Cream¬ 
ery  and  the  Arkansaw  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  On  Oct.  29,  1897, 
Mr.  Radle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Youngman,  who  was  born  in 
Austria,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Hannah  (Kines)  Youngman.  Her  family 
came  from  their  native  land  to  Lima  township,  this  county,  in  1894,  where 
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Mr.  Youngman  engaged  in  farming.  He  now  resides  near  Rock  Falls,  Dunn 
county,  and  is  now  preparing  to  retire  from  active  work.  His  wife  died 
Aug.  5,  1917.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radle  have  a  family  of  five  children:  Emma, 
wife  of  Edward  Nelson,  a  farmer  of  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  and  Paulina, 
Henry,  Isabella  and  Arthur,  who  are  residing  at  home. 

C.  J.  Thies,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  village  of  Pepin, 
manager  of  the  well  known  C.  J.  Thies  Lumber  Company,  and  who  is  also 
an  active  factor  in  the  banking  interests  of  Pepin  and  Buffalo  counties, 
and  in  other  useful  enterprises,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Pepin,  Pepin 
county,  Wis.,  Oct.  13,  1882,  son  of  J.  H.  and  Anna  (Voege)  Thies.  The 
father,  J.  H.  Thies,  came  to  Pepin  from  Germany,  in  1857,  as  a  young 
man  of  17  years.  After  various  industrial  experiences,  in  1885,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  lumber  business  in  association  with  August  Thies. 
That  connection  lasted  until  1902,  when  his  son,  C.  J.,  became  a  partner 
in  the  concern.  J.  H.  Thies  remained  in  the  firm,  participating  actively 
in  its  business  activities  until  his  death,  June  25,  1917.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1849,  survives  him  and  is  still  a  resident  of 
Pepin.  C.  J.  Thies  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  Pepin,  from  both  of  which  he  was  graduated.  He  began  industrial  life 
as  clerk  in  a  store,  but  subsequently  took  a  commercial  course  in  a  busi¬ 
ness  college  at  Madison.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  his  father  and, 
in  1902,  became  the  latter’s  partner,  as  above  stated.  Since  then  the 
business  has  been  incorporated  with  C.  J.  Thies  as  its  active  manager.  In 
addition  to  his  activities  connected  therewith,  Mr.  Thies  took  a  prominent 
part  in  promoting  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin,  of  which  he  is  now 
a  director,  and  also  helped  to  establish  the  Pepin  Electric  Plant,  and  in  one 
way  or  another  he  is  connected  with  various  other  industries  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  having  beside  some  farming  interests.  One  of  the  most  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Civic  League  Improvement  Association,  he  has  rendered  valua¬ 
ble  service  in  promtoing  many  enterprises  of  benefit  to  the  people  of  Pepin. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  Mr.  Thies  was  married  Nov.  24,  1910,  to  Jennie  C.  Ryan,  who  was 
born  in  Ellsworth,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  (Fallon)  Ryan.  Her 
parents,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Waukesha,  Wis.,  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Pierce  county,  and  were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thies  have  one  child, 
Robert,  who  was  bom  Oct.  31,  1914. 

Henry  Pfeiffer,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  160  acres  of  land  in  section 
12,  Waterville  township,  where  he  is  making  good  headway  on  the  road 
to  prosperity,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Feb.  9,  1869.  His  parents, 
John  and  Margaret  (Bates)  Pfeiffer,  were  also  natives  of  Prussia,  and  never 
came  to  America.  Henry,  who  was  one  of  two  children  composing  his 
parents’  family,  was  educated  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  when 
22  years  old,  landing  at  New  York  City.  In  his  native  land  he  had  learned 
the  baker’s  trade,  but  instead  of  working  at  that  in  eastern  cities,  he  came 
on  to  Ashland,  Wis.,  and  took  up  the  rough  work  of  a  lumberman  in  the 
woods,  also  being  employed  a  part  of  the  time  in  a  sawmill.  After  being 
occupied  in  this  manner  for  some  three  years,  in  1893,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
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ing,  settling  on  his  present  place  in  the  following  year.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  on  a  profitable  basis,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  creamery 
and  telephone  company.  When  he  landed  in  this  country  he  was  unable  to 
speak  English,  but  soon  overcame  that  difficulty.  Independent  in  politics, 
he  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  school  treasurer.  He  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  in  religious  faith,  attending  St.  Joseph’s  Church  at  Arkansaw. 
Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  married  in  June,  1894,  to  Theresa  Youngman,  who  was 
born  in  Austria,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Mary  Youngman,  who  were  natives 
of  Austria,  coming  to  this  country  in  1892.  They  located  in  Lima  township, 
and  later  moved  to  Rock  Falls,  Dunn  county,  where  his  wife'died  in  August, 
1917.  Since  June,  1918,  he  has  resided  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Radle.  in 
Waterville  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  are  the  parents  of  a  large 
family,  numbering  11  children:  Anna,  wife  of  Alexander  Komro,  of  Lima 
township ;  Maggie,  residing  at  home ;  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Pittman,  of  Eau 
Galle  township,  Dunn  county;  Rose,  Lena,  Henry,  William,  Gene  and 
Charles  (twins),  Alexander  and  Lucy,  who  are  all  residing  at  home — a  wide 
family  circle,  the  older  members  of  which  are  already  taking  active  part  in 
life’s  duties,  and  the  younger  giving  ample  promise  of  futfire  usefulness. 

Charles  Walter  Richardson,  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser,  operating 
the  old  Richardson  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  34,  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  on  this  farm,  May  4,  1882,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Carrington)  Richardson.  The  father  was  born  in  England,  in  1843,  son 
of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Rands)  Richardson,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
widowed  mother,  and  her  other  children,  in  1857,  the  family  taking  up  their 
residence  with  relations  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Frankfort  township,  this 
county.  Charles  Richardson  subsequently  worked  at  lumbering,  running 
timber  down  the  Chippewa  river  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  beginning  this 
work  in  the  spring  of  1861.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  enlisted  in  the 
16th  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served  three  years  and  ten  months.  After 
his  return  from  the  war  he  wmrked  three  months  on  the  river,  and  then 
took  charge  of  his  mother’s  farm,  buying  it  the  following  summer  (1867), 
with  some  adjoining  land,  and  here  he  lived  for  47  years,  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  then  retired  and  is  now  living  in  Pepin.  More  detailed  men¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Richardson  and  their  children  may  be  found  in 
his  own  personal  biography.  Charles  Walter  Richardson  acquired  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Barber  schoolhouse  in  Frankfort  townishp,  Pepin  county.  He 
was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  when  18  years  of  age  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  managed  for  three  or  four  years.  The 
next  twelve  years  he  spent  in  working  for  others,  being  engaged  in  team¬ 
ing  and  other  occupations.  He  then  resumed  farming,  and  in  1914  moved 
back  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  80  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
he  is  operating  in  a  general  way,  breeding  up  in  Guernsey  cattle  and  Raising 
other  good  stock  in  addition  to  crops.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  with 
independent  proclivities.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  order  of  Beavers. 
On  Sept.  9,  1907,  Mr.  Richardson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Beryl  Close, 
who  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  the  elder  of  the  two  children  of  Newton  and 
Minnie  (Blair)  Close.  Mrs.  Richardson  attended  school  at  Red  Cedar,  in 
Dunn  county.  When  she  was  a  young  child  her  mother  died,  but  her  father, 
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who  was  in  early  life  a  railroad  man,  is  now  living  near  Elk  Mound,  Wis., 
and  is  still  industrially  active.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Blair,  Gerald,  Elwood,  Frederick,  Marion,  Neal  and 
Opal,  alt  residing  at  home. 

Albin  Carlson,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  217  acres  in  sections 
27  and  28,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Oct.  10, 
1864.  His  father,  whose  name  was  Carl  Jacobson,  and  who  was  a  farmer 
and  blacksmith,  never  came  to  this  country,  and  is  now  deceased,  as  also 
is  Albin’s  mother.  Albin  Carlson  attended  public  school  in  Sweden,  and, 
after  coming  to  this  country,  a  night  school  in  Chicago.  He  began  indus¬ 
trial  life  in  his  native  land  at  the  age  of  10  years,  helping  the  neighbors 
tend  sheep  and  doing  other  farm  work.  Later,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  and  also  served  in  the  Swedish  navy  and  as  a  sailor  on  merchant 
ships.  In  1887  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  for  some  time  followed 
the  carpenter’s  trade  in  Chicago.  In  1897  he  began  farming  in  Frankfort 
township,  this  county,  an  occupation  in  which  he  has  met  with  success.  His 
farm  of  217  acres  of  fertile  land  is  well  provided  with  modern  buildings, 
including  a  fine  new  modern  residence,  completed  in  the  spiring  of  1918, 
and  which  is  finished  in  stucco  on  the  outside,  with  hardwood  finish  inside. 
It  contains  nine  rooms,  together  with  a  good  hall  and  closets,  and  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  furnace  heat.  From  the  lot  of  a  common  sailor  to  that  of  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  fine  western  farm  is  a  long  step  in  advance,  and  Mr.  Carlson 
may  be  congratulated  on  the  industry  and  enterprise  which  have  enabled 
him  to  make  the  transformation.  In  addition  to  the  interests  above  men¬ 
tioned  he  is  a  stockholder  in  and  treasurer  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone 
Company.  As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  township  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  public  office,  and  has  acted  efficiently  on  the  town 
board  and  on  the  school  board  of  his  district,  being  now  treasurer  of  the 
latter.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Lutheran  church  at  Lund,  in  Pepin  county,  in  which  organization 
he  has  held  the  office  of  treasurer  for  the  last  19  years.  He  also  for  16 
years  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  school.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  Sept. 
20,  1890,  to  Emma  Ranatrom,  who  was  born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  Jan.  17, 
1867,  and  was  educated  in  that  country,  her  father  being  a  tailor  by  occupa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Hattie, 
Robert,  Elmer,  Frank,  Emma,  Emery  and  Gaylord.  Hattie  married  Oscar 
Westman  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  has  thi-ee  children:  Woodrow,  Florence 
and  Helen.  Robert,  who  was  recently  in  the  United  States  service,  mar¬ 
ried  Adeline  Galbraith.  They  reside  at  Virginia,  Minn.,  and  have  one  child, 
Robert.  The  other  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albin  Carlson  are  residing 
at  home. 

John  Nelson,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Frankfort  township,  Pepin 
county,  after  a  long  period  of  activity  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was 
born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  in  1852.  He  settled  in  this  township  on  his 
arrival  from  his  native  land,  in  1882,  and  wisely  choosing  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  as  his  future  occupation,  he  bought  land,  which  in  time  he  cleared 
and  developed  into  a  good  farm,  operating  it  on  the  plan  of  general  farm¬ 
ing,  until  his  retirement,  in  1915.  He  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
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enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  years  of  industry.  Mr.  Nelson  married 
Matilda  Johnson,  who,  like  himself,  was  born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  the 
year  of  her  nativity  being  1855.  Their  children  are:  Oscar,  a  farmer 
in  Frankfort  township ;  Charles,  who  married  Amy  Harris,  and  is  farming 
in  Hicks  Valley;  John  and  Axel,  residing  on  the  home  farm;  Esther,  who 
married  John  SeyfFert,  a  farmer  of  Frankfort  township;  Emma,  wife  of 
Orion  Byington,  also  a  farmer  in  this  township,  and  Lillie,  who  is  residing 
at  home. 

Michael  Sweeney,  who  is  profitably  engaged  in  farming  in  section  29, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  June  6,  1874, 
son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Skahol)  Sweeney.  The  father,  a  native  of  Ire¬ 
land,  came  to  America  when  a  lad  of  14  years,  and  for  some  time  resided 
with  a  brother  in  Lower  Canada.  When  about  19  he  came  to  Eau  Galle, 
Dunn  county,  Wis.,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  lumber  trade, 
working  both  in  the  woods  and  in  sawmills.  Later,  he  bought  a  farm  on 
the  Arkansaw  river  in  Waterville  township,  and  began  pioneer  farming, 
living  as  a  bachelor  in  a  small  log  cabin,  where  he  was  frequently  annoyed 
by  wolves.  That  place  became  his  permanent  residence,  as  he  improved  it 
into  a  good  farm  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there,  dying  about  1892. 
His  wife,  Sarah,  who  was  born  near  Sharon,  Wis.,  but  just  across  the  line  in 
the  state  of  Illinois,  and  not  far  from  the  Rock  river,  died  in  November, 
1914.  Michael  Sweeney,  the  date  of  whose  nativity  has  been  already  given, 
was  the  fifth  born  of  his  parents’  family  of  six  children.  In  his  boyhood  he 
attended  what  was  known  as  the  Little  Arkansaw  School  in  Waterville 
township,  and  resided  at  home  for  the  most  part  until  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  21  years,  though  occasionally  working  out  in  the  woods  at  lumber¬ 
ing.  He  then  began  working  on  the  river,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  eight  or 
nine  years,  for  one  year  being  a  member  of  the  crew  of  the  “Isaac  Staples.” 
After  quitting  the  river  he  went  to  Minneapolis  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Monitor  Drill  Works  as  a  moulder.  Then  he  worked  as  a  harvest  hand 
in  Dakota,  subsequently  returning  home  to  Waterville  township.  After 
that  for  a  while  he  spent  his  winters  at  lumbering  in  the  woods,  and  his 
springs  in  the  mines  at  Spring  Valley,  and  in  the  smelting  works.  Later, 
he  was  employed  in  a  sawmill  and  then,  returning  to  Minneapolis,  followed 
the  plumber’s  trade  there  for  some  months.  Then  he  went  to  Ashland, 
where  he  worked  in  the  mills  until  the  harvest  season  came  round  again — 
a  season  that  he  spent  in  North  Dakota,  as  before.  His  next  employment 
was  in  railroad  work  at  Ladysmith,  Wis.,  after  which  he  again  worked  in 
the  woods.  He  next  spent  eight  months  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  as  a  police¬ 
man  for  the  park  board.  This  was  his  last  industrial  experience  away  from 
home,  for  on  returning  to  Waterville  township  he  took  his  present  farm  of 
80  acres  in  section  29,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  its  improvement  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  besides  raising  some  stock.  To  this  work  he  is 
giving  his  whole  attention,  having  so  far  taken  no  part  in  local  government 
affairs.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  in  religion  a  Catholic. 

Ole  Dahlberg,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Pepin  township, 
Pepin  county,  engaged  in  general  farming,  was  bom  in  Dalarne,  Sweden, 
July  7,  1857.  His  parents,  Ole  and  Annie  Larson,  who  were  natives  of  the 
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same  part  of  Sweden,  and  were  farmers  by  occupation,  never  came  to  this 
country.  Ole  Dahlberg  attended  public  school  in  Sweden,  and  was  employed 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  came  to  the  United  States,  in  1882.  On  arriv¬ 
ing  in  this  country  he  first  located  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in 
a  sawmill,  afterwards  doing  some  carpenter  work.  He  started  farming 
in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  in  1890,  and  has  120  acres  of  land,  40  acres 
of  which  are  just  over  the  line  in  Frankfort  township.  He  has  cleared  and 
improved  a  greater  part  of  his  land,  and  his  farm  buildings  are  modern, 
and  his  equipment  fully  adequate.  As  a  general  farmer  Mr.  Dahlberg  has 
been  successful,  and  has  made  progress  from  year  to  year,  his  products 
finding  a  ready  and  profitable  market.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Mission  church  at  Ella. 

Mr.  Dahlberg  was  married  April  10,  1889,  to  Annie  Larson,  who  was 
born  in  Dalarne,  Sweden,  Feb.  19,  1859,  and  who  attended  public  school 
there.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Annie,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  Moline,  a  farmer  of  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moline  have  five  children:  Ruby,  Ethel,  Olive,  Leslie  and  Edna. 

Frank  Demarce,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture  on  a  farm  of  140  acres 
in  section  16,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  town¬ 
ship  Sept.  25,  1873,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Kelly)  Demarce,  who  were 
natives  of  Canada.  Joseph,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  came  to  Pepin 
county,  Wis.,  at  an  early  date,  locating  first  at  Round  Hill,  but  soon  moving 
from  there  to  a  tract  of  wild  land  4  miles  east,  which  was  so  thickly  wooded 
that  his  first  task  was  to  clear  a  space  large  enough  on  which  to  build  a  log 
house.  He  resided  there  for  a  number  of  years,  earning  a  living  by  doing 
carpenter  work  and  clearing  his  land  as  he  found  opportunity.  After  mak¬ 
ing  a  number  of  improvements  he  died  on  his  farm  in  1899.  He  had  been 
a  widower  for  four  years  previous  to  his  death,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  or  about  1895.  In  early  days  he  took  an  active  part  in  school  work, 
and  was  a  useful  and  industrious  citizen.  Frank  Demarce  was  next  to  the 
youngest  member  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended 
Forest  Vale  school  in  Waterville  township.  Residing  on  the  home  farm  and 
assisting  his  father  until  17  years  of  age,  he  then  went  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  worked  four  months  for  others,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  mar¬ 
ried.  For  the  next  five  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  lumber  company, 
being  stationed  at  Menomonie.  Then  selling  his  holdings  there  he  came 
to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  and  bought  his  present  farm,  on 
which  there  were  practically  no  improvements.  These,  however,  he  has 
made  himself,  and  now  has  a  good  140-acre  farm  with  substantial  and 
convenient  buildings,  which  he  is  operating  profitably  as  a  general  farmer, 
being  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw,  and  in  politics  is  independent. 
Mr.  Demarce  was  married  June  24,  1895,  to  Emma  La  Peau,  who  was  bom 
in  this  township,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Christine  La  Peau.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  the  United  States  some  years  later 
than  the  Demarce  family,  taking  a  farm  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  where 
Mr.  La  Peau  is  still  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Their  daugh- 
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ter,  Christine,  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  four  children,  and  was 
educated  in  Waterville  township,  attending  district  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Demarce  have  had  five  children:  Louis,  Florence  and  Daisy — the  first, 
second  and  fifth  born — who  are  residing  at  home,  and  twins  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Joseph  James  Gordon,  who  is  operating  as  a  general  stock  farm  240 
acres  of  land  in  section  36,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born 
in  Lower  Canada,  Sept.  18,  1854,  son  of  William  John  and  Ellen  (Davidson) 
Gordon.  The  parents  were  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  the  father  Dec. 
11,  1814,  and  the  mother  Oct.  29,  1824.  Brought  to  America  when  young 
children,  they  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Canada,  where  they  were  mar¬ 
ried,  and  in  1867  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Eau  Galle  township, 
Dunn  county,  where  they  resided  three  years,  William  J.  Gordon  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  lumbering,  which  was  his  occupation  until  his  later  years.  He 
then  settled  on  the  farm  in  section  29,  Waterville  township,  now  occupied 
by  his  son,  William  John  Gordon,  Jr.,  where  he  died  in  1908.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  few  years,  passing  away  in  1915.  Joseph  James  Gordon’s 
educational  opportunities  were  very  limited,  as  he  never  attended  school, 
but  had  to  pick  up  such  knoweldge  as  he  could  at  odd  moments.  He  re¬ 
sided  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  though  at  times  working  for 
others,  and  then  began  domestic  life  on  the  farm  on  which  his  parents  had 
lived,  which  he  operated  on  his  own  account.  This  marriage — his  first — 
took  place  in  November,  1878,  the  bride  being  Eliza  Smith,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Ann  (Brown)  Smith.  Her 
parents,  now  deceased,  were  early  settlers  on  Spring  Creek,  Buffalo  county, 
where  her  father  engaged  in  farming.  After  residing  on  the  farm  of  his 
parents  for  about  15  years,  Mr.  Gordon  moved  into  Weston  township,  Dunn 
county,  where  he  farmed  for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently,  he  sold  his 
place  there  and  returned  to  Waterville  township,  taking  a  farm  in  section 
2,  where  he  remained  five  years,  when  he  purchased  his  present  place.  His 
first  wife,  Eliza,  died  in  1884,  some  five  or  six  years  after  their  marriage, 
leaving  one  child,  Joseph.  The  latter,  who  served  in  the  Spanish-American 
War,  is  now  a  commercial  traveler,  living  in  the  South.  He  married  and 
has  a  son,  Joseph,  Jr.,  who  resides  with  his  grandfather,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  On  May  5, 1900,  Joseph  James  Gordon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Manore.  For  16  years  after  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
Gordon  operated  his  wife's  farm  in  Waterville  township,  and  then  came  to 
his  present  farm.  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Smith  Gordon  died  in  December,  1914, 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Gordon’s  present  farm  is  one  of  240  acres,  and 
is  well  improved.  He  is  operating  it  successfully  as  a  general  stock  farm, 
and  is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Arkansaw  Creamery  Company  and 
the  Farmers’  Home  Telephone  Company  of  Arkansaw.  Among  his  other 
interests  in  the  same  village  are  those  as  a  member  of  the  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Rebekah  lodge.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  though  not  a  member.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  As  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  and  patriotic  and  reliable  citizen,  Mr.  Gordon  stands  high 
in  the  community. 
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Chris  Olsen,  manager  of  the  Larson  &  Swanson  elevator  at  Pepin, 
Pepin  county,  and  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  poultry  business,  was  born  in 
the  northern  part  of  Norway,  July  24,  1873,  son  of  Lars  and  Ingeborg 
(Tufter)  Olsen.  The  father  was  a  railway  station  agent,  and  neither  he 
nor  his  wife  ever  came  to  this  country,  both  dying  in  their  native  land. 
They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Chris  Olsen  was  educated  in  Norway,  attending 
high  school,  and  was  graduated  and  confirmed  in  a  Lutheran  school  in  the 
class  of  1888.  He  then  took  up  telegraphy  and  followed  that  occupation  for 
three  years  and  a  half.  In  addition  to  these  activities  he  attended  an  agri¬ 
cultural  college  in  Norway.  In  19 —  he  gave  up  his  position  as  telegraphic 
operator  on  the  railway  and  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  Stock¬ 
holm,  Pepin  county,  Wis.  He  was  unattended  on  his  journey  and  knew 
not  a  word  of  English.  His  first  work,  consequently,  had  to  be  for  people 
of  his  own.  nationality,  and  he  found  employment  with  his  uncle,  N.  Larson, 
member  of  the  firm  of  Larson  &  Swanson,  working  in  their  store  and  ele¬ 
vator.  There  he  learned  to  speak  English,  remaining  there  until  he  came 
to  Pepin  to  take  charge  of  the  firms’  elevator  here,  where  he  holds  the 
position  of  manager  and  grain  buyer.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director 
of  the  Stockholm  State  Bank  and  of  the  Pepin  Creamery  Company.  Hav¬ 
ing  demonstrated  his  qualities  as  an  able  business  man  and  good  citizen, 
Mr.  Olsen  has  become  closely  identified  with  the  life  of  the  village,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  village  board  two  terms  and  now  serving  as  treas¬ 
urer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  married  Oct.  20,  1905,  to 
Edith  Woods,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  county,  near  Pepin,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  Woods.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  is  now  deceased,  but 
her  mother  is  living  and  resides  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olsen.  The  latter  was 
educated  in  this  county  and  taught  school  in  Pepin  village  and  county  for 
13  years.  In  addition  to  the  business  activities  already  mentioned,  Mr. 
Olsen  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  White  Leghorn  chickens,  keeping  a 
number  of  registered  fowls.  He  finds  a  ready  market  for  his  eggs,  shipping 
both  to  St.  Paul  and  Chicago.  He  has  no  children,  but  he  and  his  wife  have 
a  comfortable  home  in  the  west  side  of  the  village.  He  is  affiliated  by 
membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  with  the  Blue 
Lodge  of  Masons  and  Eastern  Star  at  Pepin.  His  career  has  been  an  up¬ 
ward  one  ever  since  he  landed  in  this  country,  and  the  progress  he  has  made 
shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  energetic  and  enterprising  nature,  qualities 
which,  when  united  with  honesty  and  true  Americanism,  make  the  model 
citizen.  Of  these  latter  qualities,  also,  is  Mr.  Olsen  possessed. 

William  J.  Breunig,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  and  dairy  farm  of  240 
acres  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  28, 
1858,  son  of  Carl  and  Eva  (Kaylar)  Breunig.  The  parents  were  natives 
of  the  same  German  state,  the  father  being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Both 
are  now  deceased.  William  J.  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  12  children. 
He  attended  school  in  Germany,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  learn  the 
cigar  maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of  16 
he  came  to  the  United  States  with  a  friend,  and  located  in  Jefferson,  Wis., 
where  he  had  an  uncle  engaged  in  the  brewing  business.  There  he  attended 
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English  school  for  three  months.  After  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  for  three  years,  he  came  to  Pepin  county  and  took  up  his  residence 
with  an  uncle  in  Waterville  township.  The  following  spring  he  went  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm  work  for  one  season,  spending 
the  following  winter  in  the  pineries.  For  twelve  seasons  thereafter  he 
worked  at  lumbering  on  the  Chippewa  river  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  his  present  farm,  or  rather  80  acres  of  it, 
the  tract  consisting  of  wild  land.  In  true  pioneer  fashion  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  a  log  house  and  set  to  work  to  develop  a  farm.  His  labors  have 
borne  good  fruit,  as  he  now  has  an  excellent  farm  of  240  acres,  on  which 
he  is  successfully  breeding  Durham  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep,  Poland-China 
hogs  and  a  good  grade  of  horses,  realizing  good  returns  from  the  different 
branches  of  his  business.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville 
Creamery  and  the  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
in  religion  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Mr.  Breunig  was  married  on  Nov.  8,  1886,  to  Anna  Keller,  who  was 
born  in  Darien,  Walworth  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Elizabeth 
(Sattler)  Keller.  To  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Charles  E.,  who  travels  as  a  demonstrator  in  the  employ  of  the 
Minneapolis  Traction  Company ;  Eva  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Frank  Schultz,  re¬ 
siding  in  Pierce  county,  and  who  has  four  children,  Helen,  Blanche,  William 
and  Evaline;  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ida  Margaret,  wife  of  J.  E.  Dun¬ 
bar,  of  Clifford,  N.  D.,  her  husband  being  an  expert  machinist ;  J.  William, 
who  married  Anna  Marie  Hei  and  has  one  child,  Leona  Elizabeth ;  Carolina 
Henrietta,  who  was  married  May  14,  1918,  to  Richard  McCardle,  a  machine 
gun  instructor  in  the  United  States  army;  Mary  Annabel,  who  married 
David  Bein,  of  Waterville  township,  and  has  one  son,  Wayne  William; 
Henry  Emil  and  Laura  Regina,  who  are  residing  at  home;  and  another 
child  who  died  in  infancy. 

Carl  Keller,  formerly  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Waterville  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  July  21,  1832,  ana  came  to 
the  United  States  when  21  years  of  age.  Landing  at  New  York  he  spent 
some  time  there,  then  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  later  continued  his  west¬ 
ern  progress  to  Chicago,  where  for  a  while  he  was  engaged  in  driving  a 
bread  wagon.  In  that  city  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Sattler,  who  was 
born  in  Tyrol,  Austria,  Dec.  9,  1836.  Turning  their  backs  on  the  great  city, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keller  went  to  Darien,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  an  elevator 
and  also  on  a  farm  owned  by  the  proprietor  of  the  elevator,  remaining  there 
about  three  years.  Removing  to  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county,  in  1861,  he  found 
employment  running  an  edger  in  the  sawmill  of  Carson  &  Rand,  and  was 
thus  occupied  for  11  years.  He  then  came  to  a  farm  in  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  had  selected  some  time  previously,  he  and  his  wife  making 
their  home  in  a  small  log  house.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  his  farm,  on  which  he  died  in  1890.  His  wife  is  now  residing 
on  the  old  homestead  with  her  son,  Henry. 

William  C.  Richardson,  now  serving  in  his  seventh  year  as  county 
clerk  of  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  this  county,  May  18, 
1877,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Carington)  Richardson,  beir.g  the  fifth  born 
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in  a  family  of  12  children.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school 
and  at  the  Pepin  high  school,  beginning  attendance  at  the  latter  when  16 
years  of  age.  During  the  summers  he  worked  at  farming  and  also  did  such 
work  as  he  could  in  winter  to  pay  for  his  schooling.  After  completing  his 
literary  education  he  worked  for  others  for  a  year  and  then  rented  his 
father’s  farm  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  the 
meat  business  at  Elmwood,  in  which,  however,  he  continued  but  a  short 
time  there,  going  to  Pepin  for  a  short  period  of  business  activity  and  then 
to  Arkansaw,  this  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business  for 
18  months.  He  then  sold  out,  having  been  elected  to  his  first  term  of  office 
as  register  of  deeds,  which  office  he  held  for  four  years,  until  elected  as 
county  clerk.  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative 
Telephone  Company.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
In  addition  to  the  offices  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Richardson  was  deputy 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  ten  years.  In  the  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen, 
to  which  he  belongs,  he  served  as  clerk  seven  years.  He  was  also  chairman 
of  the  Soldiers’  Relief  Committee  of  the  county  for  three  years,  and  was 
census  enumerator  in  Waterville  township  in  1900. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  married  Jan.  7,  1904,  to  Clara  Taylor,  who  was 
born  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Peter  J.  and  Rosella 
(Martin)  Taylor.  Her  parents,  both  natives  of  Vermont,  were  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  Pepin  county,  where  Mr.  Taylor  was  engaged  in  farming.  The 
latter  died  in  January,  1917,  and  his  wife  in  the  following  month  of  the 
same  year.  They  had  resided  on  their  farm  until  their  death.  Mr.  Taylor 
had  served  on  the  township  board  for  a  number  of  years  until  taken  sick, 
and  had  also  been  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  and  his 
wife  had  six  children,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Clara,  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth.  She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  have  three  children :  Pearl  Verene,  bom  May  25,  1905 ;  Clinton 
Clark,  bom  March  10,  1907 ;  and  Leona  May,  born  May  22,  1910.  All  three 
are  residing  at  home. 

Michael  Liddy,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Waterville  township,  who  a  few 
years  ago  passed  from  life’s  scenes  to  the  world  beyond  the  tomb,  was  bom 
in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  Jan.  27,  1829.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  instead  of  remaining  in  the  East  to 
swell  the  population  of  the  already  congested  large  cities,  he  struck  boldly 
out  into  the  wilderness  of  the  Northwest,  appearing  in  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  in 
June,  1851.  There  he  worked  first  for  Mr.  Carson  and  was  later  for  three 
years  in  the  employ  of  Carson  &  Rand.  There  was  then  no  store  at  Winona 
or  Durand,  the  nearest  place  at  which  supplies  were  obtainable  being  a 
small  trading  post  at  Reed’s  Landing,  Wis.,  now  Trempealeau.  While 
working  at  Eau  Galle,  or  for  the  Carson  &  Rand  Lumber  Company,  Mr. 
Liddy  had  occasion  to  visit  what  is  now  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county, 
and  while  here  selected  the  land  in  section  11  that  is  now  a  part  of  the 
farm  of  his  son,  James  H.  He  at  once  made  his  ownership  secure  by  walk¬ 
ing  to  the  land  office  at  Hudson,  where  he  got  the  deed  to  the  property. 
For  a  while,  however,  he  remained  in  the  employ  of  Carson  &  Rand,  and 
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when  he  finally  moved  onto  his  land  it  was  to  remain  until  his  retirement 
from  active  life,  May  2, 1907.  Here  he  was  married  in  1855  to  Ann  Martin, 
who  was  a  native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  she  proved  a  worthy  help¬ 
meet  to  him  through  the  many  years  of  their  happy  domestic  life.  Their 
first  dwelling  on  the  land  he  had  secured  was  a  log  house,  16  by  24  feet,  in 
ground  dimensions.  Though  not  a  palatial  residence,  it  was  cozy  and  com¬ 
fortable,  and  sufficed  for  their  needs  for  many  long  years  to  come.  Here 
also  their  12  children  were  born.  While  the  Civil  War  was  in  progress  Mr. 
Liddy  was  drafted  for  service  and  would  have  gone  as  a  soldier  but  for  the 
fact  that  he  was  needed  at  home  for  the  support  of  his  family.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  procured  a  substitute,  to  whom  he  promised  80  acres  of  land  and  $100 
in  money.  It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  township  had  drafted 
three  more  men  than  its  quota,  but  notwithstanding  this  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  release  of  the  substitute,  Mr.  Liddy  gave  the  man  the  80  acres  of 
land,  an  example  of  unusual  generosity  which  serves  as  a  key  to  his  char¬ 
acter.  Mr.  Liddy  became  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  good  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  cultivated  industriously,  and  in  course  of  time  achieved  a  well 
deserved  prosperity.  On  May  2,  1907,  he  said  good  bye  to  the  farm  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Durand,  where,  after  some  years  of  comfortable 
retirement,  he  died  Jan.  27,  1912,  mourned  by  his  family  and  regretted  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  During  his  active  career  he 
took  a  strong  interest  in  all  matters  of  public  utility  and,  among  other 
things,  assisted  in  organizing  his  school  district.  He  was  a  Catholic  in 
religion,  attending  the  church  of  that  faith  at  Eau  Galle.  His  wife,  who 
survived  him,  is  now  residing  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  John  Wei- 
shapple,  a  well  known  hardware  merchant  of  Durand.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Liddy  were  as  follows :  Ellen,  who  married  M.  Drier,  of  Durand ; 
Margaret,  who  married  Edward  Breunig,  of  Durand ;  James  H.,  now  oper¬ 
ating  the  old  homestead ;  Catherine,  who  married  E.  A.  Morin,  of  Duluth ; 
Mary,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  I.  Heit,  Jr. ;  Clara,  who  married 
Bert  Guthrie,  of  Boyd,  Wis. ;  Jessie,  wife  of  Louis  King,  of  Durand ;  Alice 
Luella,  wife  of  John  Weishapple,  of  Durand,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

James  H.  Liddy,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  operating  the 
old  Liddy  homestead  in  section  11,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  the  log  house  of  his  parents,  Michael  and  Ann  (Martin)  Liddy,  on 
this  same  farm,  April  3,  1865.  He  was  the  fourth  member  of  the  family, 
and  in  his  boyhood  attended  district  school  No.  3,  of  which  district  his 
father  was  one  of  the  organizers.  His  industrial  career  up  to  the  present 
time  has  been  spent  entirely  in  farming,  and  he  is  personally  familiar, 
both  with  pioneer  and  modern  methods,  as  he  was  his  father’s  assistant  in 
the  earlier  years,  when  there  was  still  some  pioneer  work  to  be  done,  and 
later  adopted  modern  methods  and  machinery  as  they  came  into  vogue. 
When  18  years  old  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  has  operated  it  ever 
since,  having  now  200  acres  of  land.  All  the  more  modern  improvements 
have  been  installed  by  him  and  his  place  is  a  valuable,  well-equipped  and 
well-cared  for  niece  of  agricultural  property,  yielding  good  returns  for  the 
work  put  into  it.  As  a  stockman  he  is  breeding  Holstein  cattle  and  Duroc- 
Jersey  hogs,  and  aside  from  these  immediate  interests  which  demand  his 
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personal  attention,  he  is  financially  interested  in  the  Waterville  Creamery 
Company,  the  Telephone  Company  and  the  Woodman  Hall  Company.  Be¬ 
longing  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  he  is  now  serving  as  vice 
president  of  the  camp  at  Arkansaw.  Of  the  creamery  company  he  was 
treasurer  for  seven  years  and  manager  one  year.  He  has  also  held  town¬ 
ship  office,  having  formerly  been  assessor  for  three  years  until  he  declined 
further  service ;  and  he  was  a  school  officer  for  21  years,  serving  12  years 
as  treasurer  and  nine  years  as  clerk,  after  which  he  declined  further  service 
in  that  position  also.  He  attends  the  Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw.  On 
April  28, 1900,  Mr.  Liddy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Josephine  Auth,  who 
was  born  in  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Garrette  and 
Augusta  (Haag)  Auth.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Bessie,  Earl  G.,  Hazel  and  Helen.  The  two  last  mentioned  are  unmarried 
and  residing  at  home.  Earl  G.,  who  is  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm, 
married  Pauline  Radle.  Bessie  married  B.  A.  Styer,  a  normal  school  grad¬ 
uate,  who  for  two  years  was  a  teacher  in  Texas,  and  who  is  now  a  farmer 
in  Dunn  county,  Wis.  She  has  two  children,  Edward  and  Lois. 

Corliece  Poquett,  who,  after  considerable  agricultural  experience  in 
various  locations,  is  now  proprietor  of  a  good  80-acre  farm  in  section  16, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Oct.  7, 1871, 
son  of  Corliece  and  Eliza  Poquett.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont.  The  father,  whose  life-long  vocation  was  that  of  farming,  came 
to  Pepin  county  about  1857,  or  1858,  locating  near  Arkansaw.  The  tract 
of  land  on  which  he  settled  was  wild,  and  his  first  dwelling  was  a  small  log 
house.  He  continued  there  improving  his  place  until  about  two  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  when  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Charles  Thompson,  at  whose  home  he  passed  away  in  March,  1905. 
His  wife  had  previously  departed  from  this  life,  in  1900.  Of  their  family 
of  seven  children  their  son  Corliece  was  the  youngest.  Corliece  Poquett, 
Jr.,  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Waterville  town¬ 
ship.  He  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage,  in  1894,  and  for  one  year 
operated  the  home  farm.  Then  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  which  he  conducted 
for  three  years.  Returning  to  the  old  homestead,  he  again  took  up  agri¬ 
cultural  work  there,  but  a  year  later  moved  to  another  farm  in  Waterville 
township,  his  removal  being  caused  by  the  burning  of  his  residence.  Later, 
he  came  back  to  his  present  farm  and  remained  here  a  year.  Then  he 
worked  on  the  Taylor  farm  for  two  years,  on  the  Weston  farm  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  on  the  Catura  farm  for  a  year.  While  working  on  the  last 
mentioned  place  he  was  engaged  in  building  up  the  home  farm,  to  which 
at  last  he  once  more  returned,  and  has  made  no  further  removals.  He  has 
well  improved  the  place  and  has  carried  on  modern  farming  with  profitable 
results.  He  also  for  a  while  owned  another  farm,  one  of  45  acres,  located 
a  mile  away,  but  has  since  sold  it  and  bought  20  acres  adjoining  the  home 
farm,  which  gives  the  latter  an  area  of  80  acres.  In  politics  Mr.  Poquett 
is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Arkansaw.  In  November, 
1894,  Mr.  Poquett  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Supri,  who  was 
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bom  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ellen  (Drinkwine) 
Supri.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Canada,  the  father  Dec.  3,  1848,  and  the 
mother  Sept.  11, 1849.  Coming  to  Wisconsin  they  were  married  in  Fond  du 
Lac  county,  and  removed  to  Menomonie  in  1875.  After  a  residence  there 
of  three  years  they  came  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  locating 
on  a  farm  at  Forestvale.  There  Mr.  Supri  remained  until  his  death,  in 
April,  1917.  He  was  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen,  and  had  served 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  wife  is  still 
living  on  the  farm.  Of  their  six  children  their  daughter  Margaret  was  the 
third  born.  She  attended  school  in  Waterville  township,  and  also  the 
Catholic  parochial  school  at  Durand  for  part  of  one  term.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Poquett  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  one,  Albert  Lemmie,  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Their  respective 
names,  aside  from  those  who  died  in  infancy,  are:  Lena  Belle,  Albert 
Lemmie  (deceased),  Gladys  Mary,  Russell  Joseph  and  Marie  Ethel.  The 
survivors  are  residing  at  home.  Albert  Lemmie,  before  his  death,  had  at¬ 
tended  the  Forestvale  school  for  three  years.  Mr.  Poquett  and  the  surviv¬ 
ing  members  of  his  family  are  Catholics  in  religion,  being  members  of  St. 
Joseph’s  Catholic  church  of  Arkansaw. 

Joseph  A.  Fox,  one  of  the  representative  farmers  and  early  pioneers 
of  Pepin  county,  now  located  in  section  23,  Durand  Township,  was  born  at 
St.  Johns,  Canada,  Nov.  28,  1851,  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget  (McAleer) 
Fox.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  emigrated  to 
Montreal,  Canada,  where  they  were  married,  and  from  there  came  to  the 
States,  locating  in  Waukesha,  Wis.  From  the  latter  place  they  came  to 
Pepin  county  in  1862,  being  among  the  fnoi,  settlers  in  this  locality.  The 
first  home  here  was  a  sod  shanty,  and  their  most  numerous  neighbors  and 
frequent  visitors  were  the  Indians.  The  valley  in  which  they  settled  was 
named  after  them,  and  has  since  been  known  as  Fox  Valley.  They  cleared, 
grubbed  and  broke  land  for  a  good  farm,  taking  their  place  in  time  among 
the  successful  and  representative  farmers  of  Durand  township.  Thomas 
Fox  was  a  veterinarian  of  the  old  school,  and  practiced  as  such  before  com¬ 
ing  to  Pepin  county,  after  which  he  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  was  drafted  for  service,  but  was  soon  afterwards 
honorably  discharged.  He  and  his  wife,  Bridget,  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  John  L.,  Thomas  S.,  Joseph  A.,  George  M.,  Francis  C.,  James  B. 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Thomas  Fox  died  in  1902.  Her  hus¬ 
band  survived  her  three  years,  passing  away  in  1905. 

Joseph  A.  Fox  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  Durand  township, 
and  resided  on  the  old  homestead,  taking  care  of  his  parents  in  their  latter 
years.  After  their  death  he  continued  there  until  January,  1913,  when 
he  turned  that  place  over  to  his  son,  Henry  Thomas,  and  came  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  of  60  acres  in  section  23,  which  he  is  conducting  successfully  as 
a  general  farmer,  also  raising  pure-bred  Shropshire  sheep.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Durand,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 
Through  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  business  he  has  attained  prosper¬ 
ity,  and  is  numbered  among  the  reliable  and  respected  citizens  of  his  town¬ 
ship.  Joseph  A.  Fox  was  united  in  marriage  June  20,  1880,  to  Anna  M. 
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Pattison,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  March  20,  1858,  and  came  to  America 
at  the  age  of  22  years  on  the  steamship  Arizona,  landing  in  this  country 
after  a  voyage  of  six  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Katherine,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  St.  Frances, 
being  known  as  Sister  Raymond,  and  located  in  Ohio;  Henry  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Madison,  Wis.,  located  at  the  University  stock  pavilion,  and 
Anna  B.,  a  trained  nurse,  now  connected  with  Red  Cross  work  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  In  addition  to  his  church  affiliations,  Mr.  Fox  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin. 

William  Catura,  proprietor  of  a  farm  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  where  he  is  giving  special  attention  to  the  breeding  and  training 
of  fast  horses,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  New  York,  Oct.  15,  1855,  son 
of  Frank  and  Martha  (Brown)  Catura.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Can¬ 
ada,  the  father’s  occupation  being  that  of  a  farmer  and  real  estate  dealer. 
From  Canada  Frank  Catura  removed  to  New  York  State,  and  from  there, 
about  1867,  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Big  Cooley,  Pepin  county.  After 
remaining  there  one  year  he  removed  to  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  he  and  his 
family  making  their  home  in  a  small  log  house  while  he  cleared  and  im¬ 
proved  his  land.  After  a  while  the  log  house  gave  place  to  a  better  dwelling, 
and  in  time  he  developed  a  good  farm  with  all  necessary  buildings  and 
equipment.  When  at  last  he  retired  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Arkansaw, 
where  he  died  in  December,  1912,  between  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s 
Day  following.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
the  Civil  War  he  served  three  years  as  a  private  in  a  New  York  regiment, 
and  sustained  injuries  while  engaged  in  constructing  breastworks.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Frank  Catura  occurred  about  seven  years  before  that  of  her 
husband.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  William  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth.  The  latter  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Waterville 
township,  and  resided  at  home  until  20  years  of  age.  A  year  later  he 
bought  40  acres  of  land,  subsequently  raised  the  size  of  his  farm  to  80  acres, 
but  having  recently  sold  40  acres  has  thus  reduced  his  farm  to  its  original 
dimensions.  At  the  age  of  18  he  began  handling  fast  horses,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  to  a  large  extent  in  that  kind  of  work,  his  farm  being  equipped 
with  suitable  buildings,  including  stables  and  a  barn  50  by  26  feet  in  size. 
He  also  has  a  private  track  for  training  the  horses,  and  has  followed  the 
racing  circuit  since  he  was  21  years  old.  This  work,  in  fact,  constitutes 
the  greater  part  of  his  business,  and  in  it' he  has  made  a  gratifying  success. 
In  politics  he  is  practically  independent,  though  with  a  leaning  to  Repub¬ 
lican  principles. 

Mr.  Catura  was  married  in  October,  1892,  to  Addie  Pruner,  who  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ecker  Pruner. 
Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  that  state.  The  parents  on  coming  west 
settled  first  in  Minnesota,  from  which  state  they  came  to  Pepin  county, 
Wis.,  arriving  a  few  years  later  than  the  Caturas,  and  locating  near  Plum 
City.  Mrs.  Catura’s  mother  is  now  living  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Emil  Joseph  Scholz,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  engaged  in  general  farming  in  section  20,  was 
born  in  Ella,  Frankfort  township,  this  county,  March  4,  1893,  son  of  Joseph 
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and  Lena  (Schwab)  Scholz.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  Germany,  the 
father  in  1862  and  the  mother  May  16,  1868.  Joseph  Scholz  came  to 
America  when  a  young  man  of  20  years,  and  locating  at  Ella,  this  town¬ 
ship,  worked  for  a  while  on  a  farm.  Later,  he  bought  land  and  engaged  in 
agriculture  on  his  own  account.  He  died  in  Little  Plum  Valley,  three  miles 
west  of  Ella.  March  26,  1896.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Lena  Scholz,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Pepin  county,  continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm  until  her 
son,  Emil  J.,  moved  to  his  present  place,  since  which  time  she  has  lived  with 
him.  Emil  Joseph,  who  was  the  younger  of  two  children,  attended  school 
at  Little  Plum  Valley,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  and  also  for  two 
years  a  Catholic  school  at  Durand.  From  the  age  of  16  years  to  that  of  21 
he  operated  his  mother’s  farm,  which  he  then  purchased,  operating  it  sub¬ 
sequently  on  his  own  account  until  March,  1914,  when  he  sold  it  and  came 
to  his  present  place.  Here  he  has  120  acres  of  good  land,  and  is  carrying 
on  general  farming,  raising  both  crops  and  stock.  He  is  also  financially 
interested  in  the  creamery  at  Arkansaw,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Equity.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  tenden¬ 
cies,  and  in  religion  a  Roman  Catholic,  attending  church  at  Plum  City, 
Pierce  county.  Oct.  14,  1914,  Mr.  Scholz  was  married  to  Lizzie  Schmitt, 
who  was  born  just  across  the  county  line  in  Pierce  county,  daughter  of 
J.  M.  and  Mary  Ann  (Gillet)  Schmitt.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Fond  du 
Lac  county,  the  father,  Oct.  3,  1852,  the  mother,  Feb.  16,  1857.  In  early 
life  J.  M.  Schmitt  was  a  carpenter,  but  since  1885  he  and  his  wife  have 
resided  on  a  farm  situated  on  the  county  line,  between  Pepin  and  Pierce 
counties,  40  acres  of  the  farm  lying  in  Pepin  county.  He  is  now,  however, 
practically  retired,  his  sons  operating  the  farm.  The  daughter,  Ma~y 
Ann,  who  is  the  youngest  of  her  parents’  three  children,  attended  school 
in  Pierce  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scholz  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Marie  Magdalena  and  Edward  Joseph. 

Christian  D.  Nehlsen,  a  notable  pioneer  of  Pepin  village  and  county, 
who  came  here  over  60  years  ago,  and  who  is  now  living  in  the  village  at 
the  venerable  age  of  91  years,  was  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany 
(then  a  part  of  Denmark),  July  1,  1827,  only  twelve  years  after  the  battle 
of  Waterloo  and  six  years  after  the  death  of  the  great  Napoleon.  His 
parents  were  Claus  and  Katherine  Nehlsen.  The  father,  who  was  a  shoe¬ 
maker  in  Rodenbeck,  had,  like  most  able-bodied  men  of  that  period,  also 
been  a  soldier.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  baptized  and  after¬ 
wards  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  church  at  Westensee,  acquired  a  good 
education  in  the  village  school.  At  the  age  of  15  he  began  to  learn  the 
painter’s  trade  at  Kiel,  Germany,  and  later  he  also  learned  that  of  carpen¬ 
ter.  From  Kiel  he  went  to  Norway,  where  he  worked  for  four  years,  and 
then  was  called  into  service  in  the  German  army  and  fought  in  the  war  with 
Denmark  from  1849  to  1851,  being  discharged  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
In  the  same  year,  1851,  he  set  out  for  the  United  States,  resolved  to  try  his 
fortune  in  a  land  of  greater  opportunities.  His  first  location  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  was  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from  which  city  he  went  to  Erie,  Pa., 
and  from  the  latter  place  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  now  beheld  the  waters 
of  the  great  Mississippi  river  as  they  came  rolling  down  from  the  mys- 
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terious  north,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  felt  a  strong  temptation  to 
explore  the  upper  country  in  search  of  a  place  to  establish  a  home.  Setting 
out  in  1856  he  arrived  in  Pepin,  where  there  were  then  scarcely  half  a 
dozen  houses.  The  locality,  however,  appealed  to  him,  and  he  determined 
to  give  it  a  trial.  There  being  no  lumber  in  the  settlement  with  which  to 
build  a  house,  he,  with  two  other  men,  set  out  for  Menomonie,  which  was 
the  nearest  place  where  it  could  be  procured.  The  journey,  of  course,  was 
through  the  wilderness,  as  there  were  no  roads  nor  even  a  trail  to  follow. 
Their  first  night  in  the  open  was  spent  in  a  deserted  lumber  camp,  and  later 
they  found  a  sugar  camp,  where  they  were  given  a  night’s  lodging.  At 
Menomonie  they  had  to  wait  while  the  lumber  was  being  sawed.  Then, 
making  it  into  a  raft,  they  floated  it  down  the  Menomonie  branch  of  the 
Chippewa  river,  and  down  the  Chippewa  to  Pepin,  that  being  the  only 
available  method  of  transportation.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  Mr. 
Nehlsen  secured  land  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Pepin  township,  being 
thus  occupied  for  13  years.  Those  years  were  crowded  with  hard  work,  for 
farming  is  not  play  even  in  these  modern  times,  and  what  it  was  in  pioneer 
days  every  old  settler  knows.  Later,  Mr.  Nehlsen  was  identified  with  the 
business  life  of  Pepin  village,  owning  and  operating  a  grain  elevator  here, 
and  also  a  retail  lumber  yard.  His  proprietorship  of  these  latter  industries 
lasted  about  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  took  up  the  carpenter's 
trade,  for  which  there  was  now  sufficient  scope,  as  the  place  was  growing 
with  the  advent  of  new  settlers.  During  the  time  that  he  was  engaged  in 
contract  work  as  a  carpenter,  Mr.  Nehlsen  built  all  the  churches  now  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  village,  together  with  many  schools  and  residences,  both  in  the 
village  and  the  adjacent  country.  In  1903  he  retired  from  active  work,  and 
has  since  resided  in  the  village  of  Pepin  as  one  of  its  best  known  and  most 
honored  citizens.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  since  it 
was  first  organized.  Mr.  Nehlsen  was  married  in  1852,  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
to  Cecelia  Ladyhoff,  daughter  of  Claus  and  Margaret  Ladyhoff.  She  was 
born  in  Holstein,  Germany,  Jan.  26,  1835,  her  parents  belonged  to  the 
wealthy  class  of  farmers  and  were  the  owners  of  a  large  farm  and  fine 
orchard.  On  arriving  in  this  country  they  settled  in  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  died  a  few  months  later.  She  attended  school  in  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  and  was  also  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  church  in  that  city. 
Mrs.  Ladyhoff  survived  her  husband  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  82 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nehlsen  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely:  Au¬ 
gusta,  John,  Julia,  Amelia,  Lena,  Rose,  Sara,  Charles,  Edward  and  Lillian. 
Of  these  children  four  are  now  deceased.  Augusta  died  in  1873,  and  John 
in  infancy,  while  the  death  of  Charles  was  a  tragedy,  he  being  drowned  in 
Lake  Pepin,  in  1882.  Julia  married  C.  M.-  Hilliard,  an  attorney  of  Durand, 
and  has  three  children,  Ruth  L.,  a  school  teacher,  and  Hugh  Stanley  and 
William  C.,  who  are  farmers  in  Montana.  Amelia  was  the  wife  of  J.  F. 
Newcomb,  now  deceased,  and  her  children  are :  Glenn,  who  is  in  the  office 
of  the  stock  yard  at  South  St.  Paul,  and  Chester,  who  became  an  engineer 
on  the  Burlington  road,  later  entered  the  United  States  army,  but  is  now 
again  engaged  in  railroad  work.  Lena  became  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Hamilton, 
a  merchant  of  Durand,  but  is  now  deceased.  She  left  a  son,  William  H. 
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Hamilton,  who  was  a  teacher  in  manual  training,  but  is  at  present  in  the 
United  States  service.  Rose,  a  teacher,  followed  her  profession  four  years 
in  her  home  town,  seven  years  at  Neenah,  Wis.,  and  for  an  equal  length  of 
time  at  Bloomer,  this  state,  and  is  still  occupied  as  a  teacher.  Sara  is  the 
wife  of  J.  J.  Young,  a  merchant  of  Chandler,  Minn.  Edward,  who  is  a 
merchant  at  Creighton,  Neb.,  married  Emma  Hahn,  and  has  one  child, 
George  Edward.  Lillian  is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Berg,  of  Towner,  N.  Dak., 
her  husband  being  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  there.  She 
has  two  children,  Marguerite  and  Eileen.  Thus,  after  a  long  and  eventful 
life,  this  venerable  couple  are  taking  their  repose,  with  most  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  still  living,  and  some  of  them  the  parents  of  families.  Though  well 
advanced  in  years,  they  take  an  interest  in  the  younger  generation,  who 
will  do  well  if  in  years  to  come  they  equal  their  honorable  record. 

Edwin  Davis,  a  thriving  farmer  of  section  25,  Albany  township,  oper¬ 
ating  280  acres  of  land,  was  born  in  Galva,  Iowa,  Jan.  18,  1862,  son  of 
David  and  Amelia  (Ayers)  Davis.  David  Davis,  who  was  a  native  of 
Michigan,  in  eiirly  life  was  engaged  in  sawmill  work,  but  later  in  farming. 
Coming  to  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  in  1865,  he  rented  a  farm  which  he  operated 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  old  Meriden,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  sawmill  and  worked  18  winters  in  the  pineries.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  he  took  up  farming  in  Dunn  county,  later  followed  the  same  occupa¬ 
tion  at  Fall  Creek,  Pepin  county,  and  then  in  the  west  part  of  Albany  town¬ 
ship.  His  death  took  place  in  1910,  while  he  was  on  a  visit  to  his  daughter 
at  Withee,  in  Clark  county.  His  wife  had  passed  away  a  number  of  years 
previously.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  their  son 
Edwin  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Edwin  Davis,  in  his  boyhood, 
attended  district  school  in  Albany  township.  Married  at  the  age  of  25 
years,  he  then  bought  a  farm  in  the  west  part  of  Albany  township,  which 
he  operated  until  1911.  Then  selling  it,  he  moved  to  his  present  location. 
His  farm  of  280  acres  consists  of  valuable  land,  with  good  improvements, 
and  which  he  operates  in  a  general  way,  raising  various  crops,  and  breed¬ 
ing  Holstein  cattle  and  full-blooded  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  He  has  served 
five  years  on  the  school  board  of  his  district,  three  years  as  director  and  two 
as  clerk.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  while  religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Brothers’  church.  In  1918  he  erected  a  modern  10-room  house,  gas 
lights  and  running  water.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  occurred  July  3,  1887, 
to  Huldah  Belden,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ardelia  Belden,  her  father 
being  a  native  of  Beloit,  Wis.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  in  Lima 
township,  locating  not  far  from  Red  Cedar,  Mr.  Belden  farming  for  a  short 
time  in  the  township.  He  later  removed  to  Durand,  where  he  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  harness  business,  and  is  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen. 
Their  daughter  Huldah  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Pepin  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had  a  large  family  circle,  numbering  in  all  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  some  of  whom,  however,  are  now  married  and  have  homes  of  their 
own.  The  record  in  brief  is  as  follows :  Earl  D.,  who  married  Ethel  Wig¬ 
gins;  he  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Chippewa  Falls.  Eva  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Scott,  a  farmer  at  Rock  Falls,  Wis.  Verna  is  the  wife  of  Ray 
Lawrence,  a  farmer  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county.  Elsie  is  the  wife 
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of  Clyde  Hicks,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township.  The  other  children,  Nona, 
Wilfred,  Mattie,  Walter,  Roy  and  Elmer  are  single  and  residing  at  home. 

Orrin  A.  Knapp,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  work  on  a  farm  of  80 
acres  in  section  30,  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  Winona,  Minn.,  Dec.  15, 
1868,  son  of  Jesse  and  Marietta  (Pennock)  Knapp.  The  father,  Jesse  Knapp, 
was  born  in  Canada,  Nov.  6, 1832,  and  when  a  young  man  located  in  Winona, 
Minn.,  where  for  some  time  he  was  clerk  in  a  store.  Realizing  that  such  a 
career  presented  few  chances  for  future  independence,  in  1873,  he  took  a 
homestead  in  Minnesota,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  on  it  for  eleven 
years.  He  then  crossed  the  river  and  settled  on  a  farm  at  Porcupine,  Pepin 
county,  Wis.,  where  he  continued  agricultural  operations,  and  in  time  be¬ 
came  prosperous.  He  is  still  a  resident  of  Frankfort  township,  being  now 
84  years  old.  While  living  in  Minnesota  he  served  in  various  township 
offices.  His  wife,  Marietta,  died  in  March,  1905.  Their  son,  Orrin  A.,  was 
the  third  born  in  a  family  of  five  children.  He  attended  district  school  in 
Minnesota,  also  for  one  winter  at  Porcupine  and  one  at  Shoofly.  When  but 
11  years  old  he  began  working  out  at  times  for  others,  and  at  14  was  able 
to  take  his  place  as  a  harvest  hand.  Until  he  was  26,  however,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  parents,  assisting  his  father  when  not  otherwise  engaged. 
The  great  change  in  his  life  came  with  his  marriage  in  1894,  when  he  be¬ 
came  an  independent  farmer,  buying  a  40-acre  farm  in  Frankfort  town¬ 
ship.  This,  however,  he  later  sold  and  purchased  his  present  farm,  which 
at  that  time  was  all  wild  land,  covered  with  stumps.  The  latter  he  removed 
with  the  help  of  dynamite,  and  has  since  changed  the  aspect  of  the  place 
into  that  of  a  flourishing,  well  managed  farm,  with  neat  buildings,  and  all 
necessary  accessories.  Mr.  Knapp  is  now  preparing  to  give  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  raising  of  berries  and  small  fruits.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men 
in  this  vicinity  to  invest  in  telephone  stock,  having  had  a  financial  interest 
in  the  old  Columbia  Heights  Telephone  Company,  and  is  now  a  stockholder 
in  its  successor,  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  in  politics  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  with  independent  proclivities.  On  Nov.  10,  1894,  Mr.  Knapp  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Josephine  Bashaw,  who  was  born  in  Waterville 
township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  John  and  Elmira  (La  Fleisne)  Bashaw. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Canada  and  were  early  settlers  in  Pepin  county, 
where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives  as  farmers,  Mr.  Bashaw  dying  in 
1884,  and  his  wife  in  1892.  They  were  industrious,  intelligent  people,  Mr. 
Bashaw  taking  a  special  interest  in  school  work.  Their  daughter  Jo¬ 
sephine  (Mrs.  Knapp) ,  was  a  twin  child,  and  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp  have  had  seven  children:  Frank,  who  married  Gladys 
Bowen,  and  is  now  a  truck  farmer  at  Black  River  Falls ;  Ralph,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year  and  ten  months;  Eunice,  unmarried,  and  residing  at 
home ;  Gladys  and  Hazel,  who  both  died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  and  Jesse 
and  Vergie,  who  are  living  at  home.  The  Knapp  family  is  one  well  known 
and  respected  in  this  part  of  Pepin  county. 

Fred  C.  Markman,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  farm  in  section 
29,  Waterville  township,  which  he  rents  from  his  father,  was  born  at 
Frontenac,  Minn.,  March  24,  1882,  son  of  John  and  Fredericka  (Betcher) 
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Markman.  The  parents  were  born  in  Pommern,  Germany,  the  father 
June  20,  1840,  and  the  mother  in  1855.  They  were  married  in  Minnesota, 
John  Markman  locating  at  Frontenac,  that  state,  on  coming  to  America  in 
1866.  He  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  worked  as  such  for  a  while.  After 
residing  in  Frontenac  for  a  number  of  years  he  and  his  family  came,  in 
1885,  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  and  engaged  in  farming.  His 
farm,  containing  114  acres  of  excellent  land,  is,  as  already  stated,  now  being 
operated  by  his  son  under  rental.  The  latter,  Fred  C.  Markman,  was  the 
fourth  born  in  a  family  of  six  children.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  district 
school  in  Waterville  township,  and  began  renting  his  father’s  farm  when  18 
years  of  age.  Practically  all  of  his  industrial  career  up  to  the  present  time 
has  been  spent  on  this  place,  as  he  has  never  worked  away  from  home  two 
months  in  his  life.  He  carries  on  general  farming  successfully,  raising 
cattle,  hogs,  grain,  hay  and  other  agricultural  products,  and  is  doing  a 
profitable  business.  For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  served  on  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  and  is  at  present  its  treasurer.  In  politics  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent,  while  his  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Markman  was  married  in  December,  1903,  to 
Nora  Catura,  who  was  born  in  this  township,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Manda. 
(Patrow)  Catura,  her  parents  being  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
State  and  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis.  They  are  now  living  at 
Arkansaw  after  a  life  spent  for  the  most  part  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Mrs.  Nora  Markman  died  in  February;  1907,  leaving  one  child,  Galen  Fred¬ 
erick,  who  is  living  at  home  with  his  father. 

William  Wilson  Cassidy,  M.  D.,  who  for  nearly  20  years  had  been  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  business  and  social  life  of  Durand,  and  whose  death 
on  Oct.  25,  1918,  caused  a  wave  of  heartfelt  sorrow  throughout  this  and 
surrounding  localities,  was  a  man  who  could  be  ill  spared  from  the  career 
of  usefulness  in  which  he  was  engaged.  He  was  born  at  Reed’s  Landing, 
Minn.,  Jan.  17,  1876,  son  of  Capt.  William  Wilson  and  Eliza  (Kyle)  Cassidy. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  27,  1833.  Coming  west  to 
Wisconsin,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Knapp-Stout  Lumber  Company, 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  48  years,  residing  for  the  great  part  of 
that  time  at  Reed’s  Landing,  but  later  removing  to  Wabasha,  Minn.,  where 
he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  retired,  dying  July  23,  1916.  For  four 
years  he  was  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Wabasha  county.  His 
wife,  who  was  bom  in  New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  in  1840,  died  Nov. 
10,  1901.  William  W.  Cassidy,  Jr.,  was  the  youngest  member  in  a  family 
of  six  children.  His  literary  education  was  acquired  in  the  school  at  Reed’s 
Landing,  and  the  high  school  at  Wabasha,  Minn.  At  the  age  of  19  he  be¬ 
came  clerk  on  one  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.’s  steamboats,  and  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  during  several  summers.  His  medical  education  was  obtained  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he  was  a  student 
during  the  winters.  Graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1900,  he  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Lincoln,  of  Wabasha,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
for  six  months,  coming  to  Durand  November  2  the  same  year.  Here  sub¬ 
sequently  until  the  time  of  his  death  he  practiced  his  profession,  giving 
special  attention  to  surgery  and  taking  his  cases  for  operation  to  Wabasha, 
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Eau  Claire  and  Lake  City.  His  ability  both  as  a  physican  and  surgeon  was 
widely  recognized,  and  was  at  the  service  of  rich  or  poor,  in  either  case  his 
work  being  performed  with  conscientious  thoroughness,  accompanied  by 
a  sympathetic  interest  that  won  the  regard  and  confidence  of  his  patients. 
It  was  while  attending  sick  ones  that  he  contracted  the  prevailing  disease 
of  influenza,  which  developed  into  broncho-pneumonia  and  caused  his  death. 
Thus,  like  the  many  heroes  of  his  profession,  who  daily  take  risks  little 
noted  by  the  world,  he  gave  up  his  life  for  others.  Dr.  Cassidy  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Dunn  and  Pepin  County  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Surgeons’  As¬ 
sociation.  Intensely  patriotic,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  serve  his  country 
as  a  physician  in  the  army,  but  on  his  examination  in  the  spring  of  1918, 
the  government  physicians  feared  to  accept  him  because  of  a  serious  ill¬ 
ness  from  which  he  had  suffered  several  years  previously,  and  which  was 
followed  by  an  operation.  Aside  from  his  profession,  Dr.  Cassidy  was  a 
director  in  the  Bank  of  Durand  and  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club, 
and  was  prominent  in  the  business  activities  of  the  city.  He  also  belonged 
to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  Order.  Of  an  affable  dis¬ 
position  and  courtly  manner,  he  was  socially  popular,  but  he  always  placed 
the  relief  of  suffering  humanity  before  the  enjoyment  of  social  functions, 
for  the  latter  finding  only  occasional  opportunities.  He  had  attained  the 
age  of  but  42  years,  but  the  world  was  the  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it, 
and  no  better  epitaph  need  be  desired  by  anyone.  He  was  laid  to  rest  with 
the  beautiful  ritual  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  interment  being  in  Riverside 
Cemetery  at  Wabasha,  where  but  a  few  weeks  previously  he  and  his  wife 
had  tearfully  deposited  the  remains  of  an  only  child  and  beloved  daughter. 
Dr.  Cassidy  was  married  April  10,  1901,  to  Fannie  L.  Evans,  who  was  born 
in  Wabasha,  Minn.,  daughter  of  Harry  D.  and  Sarah  (Deuhamel)  Evans. 
Of  this  union  there  was  the  one  child  above  mentioned,  Sara  Elizabeth, 
who  passed  away  in  the  fresh  bloom  of  early  womanhood,  Sept.  4,  1918. 
At  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  a  promising  pupil  of  the  Durand  high 
school,  and  her  loss  was  deeply  mourned,  not  only  by  her  loving  parents,  to 
whom  it  came  as  a  staggering  shock,  but  also  by  a  wide  circle  of  youthful 
friends.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  depression  caused  by  her  death  may 
have  weakened  Dr.  Cassidy’s  powers  of  resistance  so  that  he  fell  an  easy 
victim  to  the  disease  which  put  a  termination  to  his  own  life.  Thus  doubly 
bereaved,  the  wife  and  mother  has  the  sympathy  of  all  who  know  her  sad 
history,  and  the  misfortune  the  memory  of  which  can  only  be  assuaged  by 
the  soothing  hand  of  time.  Yet,  in  the  words  of  one  of  England’s  greatest 
poets,  she  may  still  say,  “  ’Tis  better  to  have  loved  and  lost  than  never  to 
have  loved  at  all.”  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  whose  educa¬ 
tion  was  obtained  in  the  ward  and  high  schools  of  Wabasha,  where  her 
father,  Harry  D.  Evans,  was  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  Mr. 
Evans  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  May  16,  1837,  and  died  in  his  eighty-first 
year,  Nov.  3,  1917.  He  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
contractor  and  builder  in  Wabasha,  and  was  concerned  in  the  erection  of 
some  of  the  most  important  buildings,  including  the  court  house,  the  or¬ 
phanage  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
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settlers  in  Wabasha  county.  He  and  his  wife  had  five  children,  of  whom 
their  daughter,  Fannie,  was  the  youngest. 

G.  S.  Peck,  D.  D.  S.,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  dental  practice  in 
Durand,  Pepin  county,  was  born  at  Hammond,  Wis.,  May  24,  1875,  son  of 
F.  F.  and  Sarah  (Campbell)  Peck.  The  parents  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  and  on  coming  west  first  located  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  The  father 
died  at  Hammond,  Wis.,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  now  residing  at 
Spooner,  Wis.  G.  S.  Peck,  who  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  left  home  when  a  lad  of  14  years,  coming  to  Durand,  where  he  took 
up  his  residence  with  an  uncle.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Durand  school 
in  the  class  of  1893,  having  spent  his  vacations  in  working  out  to  help  sup¬ 
port  himself.  He  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1903  at  the  University  of 
Illinois,  and  later  a  student  for  two  years  at  the  Milwaukee  Medical  Col¬ 
lege.  After  taking  his  degree  he  became  associated  with  his  uncle.  Dr. 
A.  A.  Peck,  and  so  continued  in  practice  until  1914,  since  which  time  he 
has  followed  his  profession  independently.  His  offices  are  modern  in  equip¬ 
ment,  and  he  has  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  skilful  dentist,  which  has 
led  to  a  lucrative  practice.  In  politics  Dr.  Peck  is  a  Republican,  but  has 
hitherto  declined  public  office  when  tendered  him.  On  May  9,  1914,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Butler.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
formerly  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  was  also  a 
land  owner.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  retired  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo 
county,  this  state.  Their  daughter  Martha  is  an  educated  musician,  hav¬ 
ing  been  graduated  in  Minneapolis.  She  was  later  a  student  of  Sanger  of 
New  York  City,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  an  instructor  in  music  at 
Pillsbury  Academy.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Sarah. 
The  Doctor  is  affiliated  with  Marquette  College,  also  with  the  Masonic  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Durand,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Psi  Omega  college  fraternity.  Both  socially  and  professionally  he  is  a  man 
of  high  standing  and  he  and  his  wife  are  popular  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  they  reside. 

Finley  W.  Goodrich,  the  present  mayor  of  the  city  of  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  Wis.,  was  born  in  this  city.  May  10,  1873,  son  of  Philo  W.  and 
Mary  A.  (Scott)  Goodrich.  He  was  educated  in  the  Durand  schools,  being 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  the  class  of  1890.  His  business  advent 
was  made  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  period  of  about  six  months.  He  then  moved  to  Red  Wing,  Minn., 
becoming  connected  with  the  Red  Wing  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  about  five  years,  during  a  part  of  that  time  doing 
clerical  work  in  the  home  office  and  the  rest  of  the  time  following  the  road 
as  a  salesman.  He  then  returned  to  Durand,  Wis.,  and  here  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  established  by  his  father 
in  1883,  and  which  is  now  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  P.  W.  Goodrich 
&  Son.  He  is  a  licensed  undertaker,  having  received  his  diploma  from  the 
Eckels  College  of  Embalming  of  Philadelphia.  A  man  of  good,  sound  judg¬ 
ment  and  honest  dealing,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
who,  in  April,  1918,  elected  him  mayor  of  Durand.  In  this  position  he  has 
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given  general  satisfaction  and  established  a  good  record  as  an  able  and 
conscientious  executive  officer.  His  fraternal  society  affiliations  are  with 
the  Durand  lodges  of  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows.  On  July  1,  1896,  Mr.  Good¬ 
rich  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rose  Jones,  of  Lake  Crystal,  Minn.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children :  Robert  W.,  now  in  the  United 
States  service  in  France;  Donald  L.,  Philo  W.,  Elizabeth  M.  and  Neil  J. 

Philo  W.  Goodrich,  head  of  the  firm  of  P.  W.  Goodrich  &  Son,  engaged 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  was 
bom  in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  at  a  place  called  French  Creek,  Oct. 
6,  1844.  His  parents  were  Ashbel  and  Angeline  (Sweet)  Goodrich,  the 
father  being  a  farmer  and  dairyman  by  occupation.  In  1854  the  family 
moved  west  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Lamont,  Jackson  county,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  until  1857.  They  then  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  where  Ashbel 
Goodrich  took  land  in  Waubeek  township  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm.  There  he  lived  until  1886  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
then  retired  and  moved  to  Durand,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1888.  His 
wife  died  in  1893.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  William  M., 
who  is  now  engaged  in  fruit  growing  in  Florida ;  Philo  W.,  of  Durand,  Wis. ; 
Frank  A.,  who  is  farming  near  Mankato,  Minn. ;  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Durand ;  Evaline,  widow  of  the  Rev.  John  J.  Garvin, 
a  Methodist  minister,  who  died  at  Berlin,  Wis.  She  is  now  residing  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  Philo  W.  Goodrich  attended  school  both  in  New  York  State 
and  Iowa,  and  later  in  Pepin  county.  His  early  years  in  this  county  were 
spent  on  the  farm,  but  when  26  years  old  he  began  working  out  for  others, 
and  was  thus  engaged  for  about  three  years.  Then  in  company  with  his 
brother  Henry  he  established  a  meat  business  in  Durand,  which  they  car¬ 
ried  on  together  for  ten  years.  In  1883  he  started  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued.  The  business  is  now 
conducted  under  the  name  of  P.  W.  Goodrich  &  Son,  his  son,  Finley  W.,  be¬ 
ing  associated  with  him.  Mr.  Goodrich  has  served  as  city  treasurer  and 
also  as  township  treasurer,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  He  was  married  June  4,  1872,  to  Mary  A. 
Scott,  who  was  born  in  McKean  county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Bolina  M. 
(Fisher)  Scott.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  early  life 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1857  he  went  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  Wis.,  whence  he  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  to  Sparta  and,  in  1858,  from  the  latter  place  to  Durand. 
Here  he  engaged  in  manufacturing  furniture  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Scott  &  Harding,  and  was  in  that  business  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Durand  for  about  five  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  going  to  Tower,  Minn.,  where  he  died  several  years  later.  His 
wife  Bolina,  who  was  bom  in  New  York  state,  came  to  live  in  Durand  and 
died  while  on  a  visit  to  a  son  in  Barron  county,  Wis.  Mr.  Scott  at  times 
served  in  local  office,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goodrich  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Finley  W.,  who,  as  already 
mentioned,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business;  Le  Roy  A.,  editor  of 
The  Graphic  Republican  at  Lake  City,  Minn. ;  Inez  B.,  wife  of  E.  R.  Parker, 
of  Bloomer,  Wis.,  where  her  husband  is  city  clerk  and  a  bookkeeper  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  Evalyn  A.,  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  member  of 
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the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Durand.  He  holds  a 
high  place  in  the  community  as  a  successful  business  man  and  a  good  and 
reliable  citizen. 

Willis  Adna  Parker,  chairman  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  whose 
farm  of  240  acres  is  one  of  the  well  improved  and  paying  farms  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Sept.  16,  1859.  His  parents,  Alfred  and 
Louise  (Powers)  Parker,  were  born  in  New  Hampshire,  the  father  Nov.  15, 
1815,  and  the  mother  June  17,  1829.  Alfred  Parker  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  shipbuilder’s  trade,  and  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the 
navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass.  In  1857  he  felt  the  lure  of  the  West  and 
located  in  Madison,  Wis.,  where  he  found  work  as  a  carpenter.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  removed  from  there  to  Eau  Claire,  where  he  became  engineer 
in  the  Ingraham  &  Kennedy  lumber  mill.  Settling  in  Albany  township, 
Pepin  county,  in  1875,  he  engaged  in  farming,  in  which  occupation  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  his  death,  March  15,  1887.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served 
on  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  was  a  prominent  and  respected  citi¬ 
zen.  His  wife  died  Feb.  22,  1917.  Willis  Adna  Parker  attended  graded 
school  at  Eau  Claire,  after  which  he  followed  the  high  school  course  for 
two  years  in  the  same  city.  After  working  on  the  home  farm  until  the 
age  of  21,  he  was  subsequently  employed  for  one  year  in  the  Wabasha 
Lumber  Mills.  Then  he  became  guard  in  the  state  penitentiary  at  Sioux 
Falls,  S.  D.,  serving  in  that  position  two  years.  Since  he  gave  up  that  em¬ 
ployment  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  at  his  present  location,  raising 
both  crops  and  stock  and  doing  a  profitable  business.  A  man  of  marked 
energy  and  enterprise,  his  progress  has  been  upward  in  the  world,  and  he 
has  taken  his  place  among  the  well  to  do  and  respected  citizens  of  Albany 
township.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been  frequently 
called  upon  to  serve  in  public  office.  In  1892  he  was  elected  clerk  of  court 
of  Pepin  county,  and  held  that  position  for  two  years.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  Albany  township,  in  which  position  he  has  served 
intermittently  for  fourteen  years,  being,  as  previously  mentioned,  chair¬ 
man  at  the  present  time.  In  1905  he  was  appointed  assistant  postmaster 
in  the  State  Senate  at  Madison.  He  has  served  in  all  several  years  on  the 
school  board,  and  was  chairman  of  the  county  board  for  two  terms.  Since 
war  was  declared  against  Germany  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  patriotic 
work,  having  served  as  a  member  of  the  Pepin  County  Council  of  Defense, 
and  been  a  strong  and  arduous  worker  on  all  Liberty  Bond  issues.  On  Feb. 
3,  1881,  Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Roundy,  who  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Pepin,  this  county,  March  19,  1860,  daughter  of  Pearl 
and  Anna  (Hastings)  Roundy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  have  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Frank  Ingram,  Lida,  Willis  Adna,  Jr.,  Belle,  Pearl,  Louise  and 
Blanche.  Pearl  is  now  deceased.  Louise  and  Blanche  are  residing  at  home. 
Frank  Ingram  was  graduated  as  an  engineer  from  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin  in  the  class  of  1906,  and  subsequently  became  consulting  engineer 
with  the  Cutler-Hammer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Milwaukee.  While 
thus  employed  he  won  the  distinction  of  having  designed  the  largest  lifting 
magnet  in  the  world.  He  died  Oct.  18,  1918,  leaving  one  child,  Frank.  His 
wife  before  marriage  was  Miss  Belle  Stevens  of  Oconomowoc,  Wis.  Lida, 
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who  married  Martin  Vanderpan,  lives  on  a  farm  in  North  Dakota.  Willis 
Adna,  Jr.,  who  married  Essie  Silvernail,  is  a  farmer  in  Albany  township, 
this  county ;  he  has  five  children,  Laurel,  Roger,  Donald,  Willis  and  Ken¬ 
neth.  Belle  is  the  wife  of  George  Young,  butter  maker  in  the  creamery 
at  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county,  and  has  two  children,  Margaret  and  Marjorie, 
The  wife  and  children  of  Mr.  Parker  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  East  Pepin.  Pearl  Roundy,  father  of  Mrs.  Parker,  was  born  in 
Bangor,  Me.,  in  1812,  and  was  educated  for  the  Baptist  ministry,  but  in¬ 
stead  became  a  mechanic  and  shipbuilder.  He  also  followed  the  jeweler’s 
irade  at  Brookville,  Pa.,  where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Anna  Hastings, 
who  became  his  wife.  Mr.  Roundy  followed  the  trade  of  shipbuilder  at 
Rock  Island,  Ill.,  for  a  year,  and  later  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  where  he  and  his 
family  resided  for  some  years.  Afterwards  he  was  captain  of  a  boat  yard 
at  Wabasha,  Minn. 

Anton  B.  Bauer,  a  well  known  and  respected  resident  of  Lima  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  resided  for  the  last  forty  years,  was  born  in  Austria  in 
1838,  and  was  there  married  to  Hannah  Berger,  who  was  born  there  in  the 
same  year,  there  being  but  two  weeks  difference  in  their  ages.  Coming 
to  the  United  States  in  1871,  they  settled  first  near  Black  Earth,  Dane 
county,  Wis.,  where  Anton  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  they  resided 
until  1877.  They  then  came  to  Pepin  county,  locating  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  their  son  Vinz,  in  section  31,  Lima  township.  Their  first  home 
was  a  log  house  and  they  lived  for  years  amid  pioneer  conditions,  Mr.  Bauer 
improvjng  his  land  with  the  aid  of  an  ox  team.  In  time  he  became  the 
owner  of  120  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing.  Though  he  never  aspired  to  public  office,  he  was  a  prominent  citizen 
of  his  township,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
Catholic  church  in  Lima,  to  which  he  belongs.  He  now  resides  with  his 
son  Vinz,  being  retired  from  active  work.  For  the  last  15  years  he  has 
been  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died  in  1902.  They  had  five  children: 
Antoine  J.,  who  is  now  a  business  man  in  Durand ;  Frank,  deceased ;  Anna, 
wife  of  Henry  Weisinger,  a  farmer  in  Lima  township;  Vinz,  of  whom  sepa¬ 
rate  mention  is  made  in  this  volume ;  and  Hannah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
A.  J.  Will,  of  Durand,  Wis. 

Vinz  Bauer,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  the  old  Bauer  homestead  in 
section  31,  Lima  township,  was  born  in  Dane  county,  Wis.,  April  4,  1874, 
son  of  Anton  B.  and  Hannah  (Berger)  Bauer.  He  attended  district  school 
in  Lima  township  and  continued  with  his  father  on  the  homestead,  the 
present  improvements  on  which  were  made  by  him.  He  has  developed 
the  farm  into  one  of  the  best  in  the  vicinity,  it  being  fully  provided  with 
good  buildings  and  all  necessary  machinery,  and  contains  180  acres  of  good 
land.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  breeding  good  cattle  and  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Inter-County  Telephone  Company,  and  also  in  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Durand.  A  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima,  he  is 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee  on  the  construction  of  the 
new  boarding  school.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  church  for  five  years 
and  has  served  Lima  township  five  years  as  a  member  of  the  side  board. 
Mr.  Bauer  was  married  June  7,  1898,  to  Racey  Zeilinger,  who  was  born  in 
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Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Leopold  and  Racey  (Fidie) 
Zeilinger.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  this  country  and  to 
Lima  township  in  1871,  Mr.  Zeilinger  farming  here  for  some  years.  Later 
he  removed  into  Dunn  county,  where  he  is  still  living.  He  and  his  wife  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  Racey  was  the  eldest.  She  was  educated  in  this 
township  in  the  same  school  as  Mr.  Bauer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer  have  six 
children,  all  at  home,  whose  names  respectively  are:  Mary  Margaret, 
Mabel  Rosabel,  Hannah  Julia,  Willie  Vinz,  Lucy  Theresa  and  Margaret 
Irene. 

Charles  Richardson,  who  is  now  residing  in  the  village  of  Pepin  after 
a  long  and  successful  career  as  an  agriculturalist,  was  born  in  Bedfordshire, 
England,  Jan.  15,  1843,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Rands)  Richardson,  who 
were  natives  of  the  same  place.  The  father  died  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  eight  years  old,  and  about  seven  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1857, 
the  mother  and  children  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  on  what 
is  now  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis., 
where  she  had  relations  with  whom  she  resided.  Her  children  found  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  vicinity.  Subsequently  Mrs.  Richardson  contracted  a 
second  marriage  to  Levi  McCourtie,  and  resided  in  this  county  until  her 
death  in  1897.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Richardson  she  had  four  children : 
Thomas,  Charles,  Susan  and  Elizabeth.  Of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  McCourtie 
one  child,  Ada,  was  born.  Charles  Richardson  first  attended  school  in 
Bedfordshire,  England,  and  later  in  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  his  attendance  in 
this  county  being  limited  to  two  winters.  At  an  early  age  he  had  to  work 
out  to  aid  in  supporting  the  family,  one  of  his  earliest  employers  being  a 
farmer  on  Plum  Creek,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1861  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  who  hired 
him  to  run  lumber  down  the  Chippewa  river  to  their  mill  at  Menominie. 
For  this  work,  at  which  he  was  engaged  until  the  end  of  the  summer,  he 
received  $16  a  month,  which  he  carefully  saved.  He  then  returned  home 
and  resumed  school  attendance,  but  after  three  weeks  enlisted  for  military 
service  in  the  Civil  War,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  G,  16th  Wisconsin 
Infantry.  In  this  organization  he  was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ser¬ 
geant  and  later  to  color  sergeant.  His  enlistment  had  been  for  three  years, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  re-enlisted  and  served  in  all  three  years 
and  ten  months.  At  the  battle  of  Corinth,  early  in  October,  1862,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  gunshot  wound  in  his  right  arm,  and  was  taken  to  the  field  hos¬ 
pital.  This  hospital  was  located  in  the  railway  depot,  and  was  then  full 
of  wounded  soldiers.  The  doctors  considered  his  wound  so  serious  that  they 
wished  to  amputate  the  arm,  but  being  young  and  full  of  hope,  he  refused 
to  have  the  operation  performed  and  the  doctors,  therefore,  treated  it  as 
well  as  they  could  and  left  him  to  attend  to  other  cases.  He  remained  there 
but  a  short  time,  however,  as  towards  daylight  a  shell  tore  through  the 
roof  and  was  later  followed  by  another.  Regarding  the  location  as  too 
perilous,  Mr.  Richardson  seized  a  blanket  and  made  a  hurried  exit;  return¬ 
ing  to  his  command,  with  which  he  remained,  resuming  service  as  soon  as 
he  was  fit  for  duty,  his  wound  having  gradually  healed.  Shortly  before  his 
time  expired  he  suffered  a  sunstroke  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  which  incapacitated 
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him  for  a  while.  At  the  same  place  he  was  mustered  out  July  12,  1865,  and 
returned  to  Madison,  Wis.,  and  from  there  to  Pepin  county.  Here  he  re¬ 
sumed  work  on  the  river  and  was  thus  occupied  for  three  months  in  the 
spring  of  1866.  At  the  end  of  that  time  his  mother’s  step-son,  E.  Y.  Mc- 
Courtie,  who  was  operating  the  farm,  died,  and  Mr.  Richardson  then  re¬ 
turned  home  and  took  charge  of  it.  In  the  following  summer  he  bought 
the  farm,  together  with  40  acres  more  adjoining  it,  which  gave  him  a 
farm  of  80  acres,  and  on  that  place  he  resided  for  47  years,  carrying  on 
general  agriculture,  stock  raising  and  dairying.  He  was  also  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  a  stockholder  in  the  co-operative  creamery  at  Arkansaw  and 
a  member  and  director  of  the  co-operative  store  there.  While  living  on  his 
farm  Mr.  Richardson  served  for  twenty  years  as  chairman  of  the  town 
board,  by  virtue  of  that  office  being  also  a  member  of  the  county  board,  of 
which  he  was  chairman  for  one  term.  He  also  served  on  the  board  of  edu¬ 
cation  for  over  forty  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Soldiers’  Relief 
Commission  for  twenty-three  years,  also  belonging  to  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at 
Arkansaw,  of  which  he  was  commander  for  a  number  of  years.  For  one 
term  he  served  as  under  sheriff  of  Pepin  county.  In  1913  he  retired  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Pepin  village,  where  he  and  his  family  have  a  comfort¬ 
able  home.  Mr.  Richardson  was  married  Nov.  2,  1866,  to  Mary  Carring¬ 
ton,  who  was  born  in  Atwater,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  March  8,  1846,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jarvis  and  Margaret  (Robinson)  Carrington.  He  and  his  wife  have 
had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  Thomas  Ira,  Frank  H.,  Margaret,  Albert 
Clark,  Courtland  (deceased),  JesSe  (deceased),  William,  Charles  Walter, 
Etta,  Lillie,  Flora  and  Roy.  Their  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  Thomas 
I.,  who  keeps  a  hotel  at  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  married  Luella  Tulip,  who 
was  born  in  Waterville  township,  this  county.  He  and  his  wife  have  eight 
children:  Ethel,  Florence,  Clara,  Blanche,  Arthur,  Helen,  Lucile  and  Elva. 
Frank  H.  resides  at  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  near  Arkansaw.  He  married  Jo¬ 
sephine  Martin  and  has  eleven  children :  Mamie,  Charles,  Jr.,  Bessie,  Archie, 
Frank,  Mabel,  Jay,  Ralph,  Martha,  Warren  and  Lee.  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  William  Serene,  a  drayman  of  Pepin,  and  has  two  children :  Merrill  and 
Vera.  Albert  Clark,  who  lives  at  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  married  Rose  Tulip. 
William,  residing  at  Arkansaw,  this  county,  is  now  county  clerk.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Clara  Taylor  of  Arkansaw,  and  has  three  children :  Pearl,  Clinton  and 
Leona.  Charles  Walter,  residing  on  the  home  farm,  married  Beryl  Close 
and  has  seven  children:  Blair,  Gerald,  Elwood,  Frederick,  Marion,  Neil 
and  Opal.  Etta  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Schruth,  who  is  engaged  in  the  auto 
and  hardware  business  at  Pepin.  She  has  had  four  children,  of  whom  but 
one,  Vivian,  is  now  living.  Lillie,  the  wife  of  Edward  Schruth,  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Glenn  and  Elwin.  Flora,  who  married  Roy  Dickson,  express  messenger 
on  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  residing  at  Havre,  Mont.,  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Starr  and  Kenneth.  Roy,  who  resides  in  Waubeek  township,  Pepin 
county,  who  was  engaged  in  state  street  and  and  road  work,  is  now  in  the 
United  States  service.  He  married  Ina  Stewart  of  that  township,  and  has 
one  child,  Rosemond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  have  thirty-eight  grand¬ 
children  and  fourteen  great-grandchildren.  In  November,  1916,  they  cele¬ 
brated  their  golden  wedding,  the  occasion  being  a  very  enjoyable  one.  Mr. 
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Richardson  is  a  member  of  Ben  Allen  Post  No.  127,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Arkansaw. 
As  an  early  settler  in  Pepin  county  he  has  witnessed  the  development  of 
the  county  from  a  wilderness  into  a  highly  civilized  and  prosperous  section 
of  the  state,  a  change  which  he,  himself,  has  helped  to  bring  about.  He  and 
his  wife  are  spending  their  declining  years  in  comfortable  circumstances 
and  have  many  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Pepin  and  neighboring 
counties. 

Jarvis  Carrington,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Waterville  township,  Pepin 
county,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  1813.  He  became  a 
farmer  and  in  1838  was  married  to  Margaret  Robinson,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland,  Aug.  2,  1814.  In  1864  they  came  west  to  Wisconsin,  locating 
on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  where  Mr.  Car¬ 
rington  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  There  he  resided  for  the 
rest  of  his  life  for  many  years  working  hard  and  gradually  increasing  in 
prosperity.  He  served  for  a  long  period  as  a  member  of  the  township  board, 
also  as  road  superintendent,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  development  of 
the  township  and  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1890,  his  wife  dying  Dec. 
23,  1908.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Mary,  who  died 
in  infancy ;  Emily,  Kirtland,  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Richardson ;  Malvina, 
James,  Charles  and  Ira,  the  last  mentioned  being  now  deceased. 

Richard  Edwin  Walters,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Durand  township,  proprietor  of  Oak  Grove  Farm  (registered),  in  section 
12,  was  born  in  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota,  Dec.  3,  1868,  son  of  Edwin 
R.  and  Mary  Jane  (Cammish)  Walters.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  mother  born  June  13,  1847,  and  the  father  in  Herefordshire, 
March  11,  1836.  They  were  married  in  Wabasha,  Minnesota,  to  which 
place  Mr.  Walters  drove  from  Lake  City  on  the  ice-covered  lake  in  March, 
and  homesteaded  the  farm  on  which  his  son  Richard  Edwin  was  subse¬ 
quently  born.  Edwin  R.  Walters  served  one  year  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
War,  being  a  member  of  Company  G,  8th  Minnesota  Volunteers.  Though 
his  regiment  was  actively  engaged  in  military  operations,  coming  into  con¬ 
tact  with  the  enemy  on  a  number  of  occasions,  he  was  never  wounded,  cap¬ 
tured,  or  even  confined  to  the  hospital,  and  after  being  mustered  out  at  Fort 
Snelling,  returned  to  his  farm  in  Wabasha  county,  where  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  was  widely  known  and  respected  and  at  various  times 
served  efficiently  in  town  office.  His  wife  died  Aug.  25,  1905,  and  he  sur¬ 
vived  her  nine  years  and  several  months,  passing  away  Dec.  19,  1914.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Richard  Edwin,  who  was  the  second  born, 
acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Wabasha  county, 
and  afterward  entered  the  agricultural  school  at  St.  Anthony’s  Park,  Min¬ 
nesota,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1893.  He  resided  on  the 
parental  homestead  until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of  31  years,  and  then 
engaged  in  farming  in  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota,  not  far  from  his  home 
location,  for  one  year  operating  a  rented  farm.  He  then  rented  a  larger 
farm  in  the  same  neighborhood,  which  also  he  operated  one  year.  On  Nov. 
15,  1902,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  12,  Durand 
township,  which  he  is  operating  along  general  lines  with  profitable  results, 
raising  both  crops  and  stock.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Walters  has 
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made  many  valuable  improvements  on  his  place.  One  of  the  most  notable 
of  these  is  his  barn,  measuring  42  by  90  feet,  the  lumber  for  which — 60,000 
feet  of  oak — was  cut  from  his  own  farm,  and  which  is  equipped  with  mod¬ 
ern  appliances,  including  Louden’s  spring-balance  mangers  and  a  Louden 
steel  equipment  throughout;  two  swinging  cranes  for  litter  carriers  with 
complete  tracks;  two  box  stalls,  14  by  14  feet,  and  three  box  stalls  10  feet 
square  for  fresh  cows.  He  has  also  three  water  tanks,  one  of  70  barrels 
capacity  for  cows,  another  of  24  barrels  for  horses,  and  a  third  of  15  bar¬ 
rels.  There  is  also  on  his  place  an  automatic  separator  and  separator  room. 
His  house  is  a  good  modern  residence  of  15  rooms,  heated  by  furnace,  and 
with  a  pressure  tank  in  the  basement.  The  house,  barn,  outbuildings  and 
yards  are  lighted  by  57  electric  lights,  generated  by  his  own  electric  plant — 
the  Delco  lighting  system.  He  has  a  Fordson  tractor  for  use  in  plowing 
and  other  field  work,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  a  Buick  six-cylinder,  seven- 
passenger  automobile.  At  various  times  Mr.  Walters  has  served  in  public 
office.  While  a  resident  of  Gillford  township,  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota, 
he  served  one  year  on  the  town  side  board  and  one  year  as  farm  assessor. 
In  Durand  township,  Pepin  county,  he  has  served  two  years  on  the  town 
board,  of  which  he  is  now  chairman,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  school  board  of  his  district  as  clerk  and  director.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Walters  was  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  21,  1900,  to  Mrs.  Ruth  Wise,  who  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
daughter  of  Henry  Miller  and  Caroline  (Coffin)  Culbertson.  The  children 
of  this  union  now  living  are:  Elliot  Lee,  Kenneth  Miller,  Russell  Edwin, 
Doris  Elizabeth,  Warren  Phillip  and  Harriet  Lucile,  all  of  whom  are  resid¬ 
ing  at  home.  Another  child.  Merle  Richard,  died  at  the  age  of  14  months. 
By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Walters  has  a  son,  John  Edwin  Wise,  who,  after 
attending  district  school  and  the  Durand  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1912,  entered  the  State  University  at  Madison 
and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  the  class  of  1916.  He  then  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  but  is 
at  present  a  radio  electrician  in  the  United  States  service  in  France,  with 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  Mrs.  Walters  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Star  Lodge  at  Durand. 

Henry  Miller  Culbertson,  formerly  a  prominent  citizen  of  Eau  Claire, 
Wis.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  carriagemaker  and  whose 
interest  in  Pepin  county  was  established  through  family  affiliations,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  moving  when  young  to  Durand,  Wis.,  where  he 
learned  and  followed  his  trade.  After  the  war,  in  1868,  he  was  married 
in  Durand,  his  bride’s  home,  to  Caroline  Coffin,  a  native  of  Ohio,  whose 
parents  were  Quakers  and  who  came  previously  from  New  England,  tradi¬ 
tionally  from  Nantucket,  where,  and  about  Cape  Cod,  Coffin  is  today  one 
of  the  most  common  family  names.  Later  settling  in  Eau  Claire,  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  business  as  a  carriage  and  wagon  maker,  being  thus  occu¬ 
pied  for  some  15  years.  While  the  Civil  War  was  in  progress  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  16th  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  becoming  captain  of  his  com¬ 
pany.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  after  honorable  service,  he  was  mustered 
out  and  returned  to  Eau  Claire,  where  he  resumed  his  business  and  con- 
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tinued  in  it  until  his  health  failed.  Then,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
family,  he  went  to  California,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mild  and  healthful 
occupation  of  fruit  farming  and  where  he  finally  died  in  May,  1888.  His 
wife  and  children  subsequently  returned  to  Wisconsin,  Mrs.  Culbertson 
making  her  home  in  Durand,  where  her  death  took  place  Aug.  1,  1907,  a 
little  over  nineteen  years  after  that  of  her  husband.  Mr.  Culbertson  was  a 
man  of  inventive  ability  and  patented  the  first  dump-car  used  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
The  oldest,  a  son,  died  in  infancy;  the  second  born,  Sarah  E.,  married 
George  Tarrant,  now  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Durand ;  another 
daughter,  Mildred,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  J.  Vautrot,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
automobile  business  in  Durand;  Ruth,  the  other  child,  is  the  wife  of 
Richard  E.  Walters,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Durand  township. 

Hjalmer  R.  Anderson,  cashier  of  the  Stockholm  State  Bank  at  Stock¬ 
holm,  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  was  born  in  this  village,  Aug.  24,  1878,  son  of 
A.  E.  and  Ena  (Peterson)  Anderson.  He  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  his  father 
and  paternal  grandparents  having  at  an  early  date  located  on  land  in  this 
vicinity.  A.  E.  Anderson  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1836  and  was  only  three 
years  old  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  Locating  in  the 
woods  not  far  from  the  present  village  of  Stockholm,  the  grandfather  there 
cleared  a  farm.  The  Indians,  who  were  then  numerous  and  were  dressed 
usually  in  nothing  but  a  few  skins,  would  often  visit  the  cabin  and  cluster 
around  the  grandmother  of  our  subject  as  she  spun  wool  into  yarn  on  her 
old-fashioned  spinning-wheel.  As  A.  E.  Anderson  grew  up  he  helped  in 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  later  became  prominent  in  the  industrial  and 
business  life  of  th<3  township,  being  president  of  an  insurance  company  and 
also  serving  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  for  a  number  of  years.  After¬ 
wards  he  went  to  a  more  western  state,  where  he  farmed  for  a  few  years, 
but  finally  returned  to  Stockholm,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
Dec.  19,  1910.  His  wife  Ena,  who  was  a  native  of  Norway,  is  now  living 
in  the  village  of  Stockholm.  Hjalmer  R.  Anderson  in  his  youth  attended 
school  at  Stockholm,  this  county,  later  at  River  Falls,  and  subsequently 
the  Lake  City  High  School,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1900,  being  then 
22  years  old.  Elected  register  of  deeds  of  Pepin  county,  he  served  in  that 
office  for  six  years,  for  the  first  time  residing  away  from  home.  During 
the  last  two  years  of  this  period  he  also  worked  in  the  State  Bank  of 
Durand.  The  next  two  years  of  his  life  were  spent  as  an  employe  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  at  Lake  City.  Then  going  to  North  Dakota  he  worked  there 
one  year  for  a  loan  and  abstract  company,  all  the  while  acquiring  valuable 
business  experience.  He  was  also  cashier  of  a  bank  which  the  firm  by 
which  he  was  empfoyed  established  at  Scranton,  N.  D.  Later  on,  this  bank 
being  sold,  Mr.  Anderson  commenced  buying  grain  and  also  did  a  little 
farming.  On  July  28,  1916,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position 
as  cashier  of  the  Stockholm  State  Bank,  an  institution  which,  largely 
through  his  efforts,  has  made  rapid  progress  and  has  apparently  got  a 
prosperous  future  before  it.  On  June  30,  1910,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Edith  Larson,  a  native  of  Stockholm  village  and  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Josephine  (Olund)  Larson.  Her  father,  born  in  Norway 
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in  1847,  was  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
engaged  in  the  grain  and  mercantile  business.  He  died  in  1915,  but  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife.  Their  daughter  Edith  (Mrs.  Anderson)  was  educated 
in  the  Stockholm  village  school  and  at  the  Ladies’  Lutheran  Seminary  at 
Red  Wing,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  prominent  members  of  local 
society  and  are  popular  among  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Charles  G.  Branch,  who  for  the  last  15  years  or  more  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  rural  mail  service,  driving  Route  No.  2  from  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  May  2,  1867,  the  youngest 
of  the  three  children  of  Dr.  Lyman  Thomas  and  Agnes  (Walker)  Branch. 
The  father,  a  physician,  practiced  his  profession  in  Iowa  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  Frankville,  that 
state,  and  later  the  village  school  at  Sechlerville,  Wis.  Afterwards  he 
taught  school  in  Jackson  county  and,  becoming  interested  in  journalism, 
contributed  a  number  of  articles  to  the  Wisconsin  Leader,  published  at 
Merrillan,  Jackson  county,  Wis.,  and  also  the  Jackson  County  Journal.  This 
led  to  his  becoming  junior  editor  of  the  Temperance  Power,  published  at 
Mitchell,  Iowa,  his  connection  with  that  paper  being  continued  until  1893, 
when  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  bought  a  farm  in  the  Fox  Valley.  The 
subsequent  years  until  November,  1902,  were  spent  in  agriculture,  and  Mr. 
Branch  then  moved  to  Durand,  where  he  has  since  resided,  attending  to 
his  duties  as  mail  carrier  of  Route  No.  2,  which  was  established  Nov.  2, 
1903.  To  some  men  such  a  position  would  mean  simply  the  performance  of 
a  monotonous  round  of  duties  day  by  day  and  year  by  year,  with  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  intellectual  improvement,  but  Mr.  Branch  is  one  who  knows  how 
to  make  the  most  of  his  environment.  Much  of  his  leisure  time  has  been 
spent  in  the  compilation  of  a  complete  history  of  the  Bear  Creek  Valley, 
in  doing  which  he  has  exercised  his  literary  ability  and  preserved  to  pos¬ 
terity  some  interesting  historical  facts  and  reminiscences.  He  has  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Durand,  taking  an  interested  part  in  all  matters 
concerning  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  community.  In  politics  he 
is  independent.  A  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  has  been 
appointed  local  preacher  of  the  church  in  Durand.  Mr.  Branch  was  first 
married  to  Eliza  M.  Austin,  daughter  of  Joseph  J.  and  Clarissa  H.  Austin, 
of  Durand,  Wis.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Lyman  Thomas 
and  Clarissa  Emma,  the  former  of  whom  (born  Jan.  2,  1897)  is  now  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer  in  the  United  States  navy,  having  served  first  on  board  the 
battleship  Oklahoma  and  then  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Eliza  M. 
Branch  died  July  31,  1907,  and  after  remaining  a  widower  for  over  five 
years  Mr.  Branch  was  married,  Nov.  30,  1911,  at  Crawford,  Colo.,  to  Eliza 
May  Ayer,  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Adeline  (Hixon)  Ayer.  Her  father,  who 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  14,  1841,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
is  now  living  retired  in  Paona,  Colo.  He  is  an  extensive  land  owner  in 
Delta,  Montrose  and  Gunnison  counties,  that  state.  He  served  during  the 
Civil  War,  from  1881  to  1865,  in  Company  H,  44th  New  York  Volunteers. 
Of  Mr.  Branch’s  second  marriage  one  child  has  been  born,  Adeline  Ethel, 
on  Aug.  19,  1913.  Mr.  Branch  is  connected  by  membership  with  Lodge  No. 
157, 1.  0.  O.  F.,  at  Durand ;  the  local  Camp  of  Woodmen,  and  the  Fraternal 
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Reserve  Association.  Dr.  Lyman  Thomas  Branch,  father  of  Charles  G. 
Branch,  was  a  descendant  of  John  and  Almeda  Branch,  who  came  from 
England  to  this  country  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century.  He  was  born 
in  Genessee  county,  New  York,  and  after  studying  medicine  under  Dr. 
Lunn  in  Illinois,  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Dunleith.  He  also 
practiced  a  short  time  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  then  moved  to  Auburn, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  His  first  wife 
was  Agnes  Walker.  His  second,  to  whom  he  was  united  Dec.  1,  1872,  was 
Mrs.  Emma  L.  Dykins.  In  1879  Dr.  Branch  said  good-bye  to  Auburn  and 
set  out  for  Wisconsin.  The  journey  was  made  almost  in  gipsy  fashion, 
the  Doctor  hauling  out  his  old  buggy,  which  had  seen  much  professional 
service,  and  loading  it  with  his  wife  and  child  and  one  trunk,  containing 
the  most  prized  articles  in  the  family’s  possession.  Under  the  rear  axle- 
tree  was  swung  a  box  which  held  three  full-blooded  Brahma  fowls — a 
rooster  and  two  hens — and  with  this  domestic  equipment  the  journey  was 
begun.  The  motive  power  was  a  fine  span  of  horses  and  a  borrowed  razor- 
back  horse  which  answered  to  the  name  of  Jip,  upon  whom  the  additional 
honor  was  conferred  of  carrying  the  youthful  heir  to  the  family  fortunes 
when  the  latter  was  not  riding  on  the  trunk,  and  in  this  manner  the  youth¬ 
ful  Branch  gained  an  early  knowledge  of  equestrianism.  Many  scenes  of 
interest  were  passed  on  the  way,  and  at  each  new  town  or  village  they 
came  to  Chanticleer  in  the  box  behind,  doubtless  with  pleasing  anticipation 
of  approaching  freedom,  announced  their  arrival  by  a  lusty  crowing.  In¬ 
deed,  the  horse  and  the  rooster  attracted  the  major  part  of  the  attention 
which  the  party  received  from  the  populace  in  the  towns  through  which 
they  passed.  In  this  easy  and  care-free  manner  they  accomplished  their 
peregrinations  until  they  arrived  in  Sechlerville,  Wis.,  where  a  new  home 
was  established.  There  Dr.  Branch  followed  his  profession  until  his  death, 
March  1,  1899,  making  a  good  record  as  a  skillful  and  painstaking  physi¬ 
cian  and  a  useful  and  honorable  citizen.  He  was  the  father  of  four  sons, 
one  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  The  eldest,  Allen  M.,  is  now  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Atchison,  Kan.  The  second  born,  Homer  P.,  is  connected  with  a 
large  publishing  house  in  Virginia,  while  the  history  of  the  youngest, 
Charles  G.  Branch,  has  been  already  given.  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Branch,  the 
Doctor’s  second  wife,  is  still  living  at  Aitkin,  Minn.,  being  now  the  wife  of 
Harvey  Newell,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 

Rev.  N.  O.  Olson,  pastor  of  the  Swedish  Congregational  church  in  Pepin 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  a  man  highly  esteemed  throughout  this  part 
of  the  county,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  15,  1865,  son  of  Olof  and  Johanna 
(Jacobson)  Peterson,  his  parents  being  farmers.  The  father  was  born  in 
Sweden  in  1829,  which  was  also  the  year  of  the  mother’s  nativity.  On 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1889,  they  settled  at  Lake  City,  Minn., 
where  Olof  Peterson  followed  the  trade  of  a  stone  mason.  In  their  later 
years  he  and  his  wife  resided  in  Lake  City  with  their  sons,  brothers  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Mrs.  Peterson  dying  in  1910  and  Mr.  Peterson  in 
1915.  N.  0.  Olson  acquired  his  literary  education  in  his  native  land,  being 
in  his  twenty-fourth  year  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  In 
1890  he  entered  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  was 
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graduated  in  1893,  and  was  ordained  a  Congregational  minister.  The  first 
charge  to  which  he  accepted  a  call  was  in  the  Congregational  church  of 
his  home  town  of  Lake  City,  Minn.,  which  he  served  acceptably  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1896  he  went  to  Crompton,  R.  I.,  and  in  1903  to  New  Rich¬ 
mond,  Wis.,  remaining  at  the  latter  place  until  1911.  After  that  he  had 
charge  of  a  church  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  where  he  was  located  until  1913, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  charge  in  Pepin  township.  During  his  min¬ 
isterial  career  he  also  preached  for  awhile  at  Plum  City,  Pierce  county, 
Wis.,  and  at  a  branch  church  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Olson 
was  married,  June  23,  1894,  to  Nellie  Anderson,  who  was  born  at  Star 
Prairie,  Polk  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Betsy  (Veline)  Ander¬ 
son.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Sweden,  came  to  this  country  in  the  seventies, 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Deer  Park  township,  Polk  county.  Her  mother  died 
at  the  age  of  about  69  years  on  Aug.  12,  1917.  The  father,  who  was  born 
in  1841,  is  now  living  in  Star  Prairie  Village,  retired.  Mrs.  Olson  in  her 
girlhood  attended  Cedar  Lake  School  in  Deer  Park  township,  Polk  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  a  family  of  six  children :  Maynard,  Edgar,  Elsie, 
Harriet,  Clifford  and  Helen,  all  residing  at  home  except  Edgar,  who  is 
attending  Minnehaha  Academy  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Erik  David  Lundquist,  a  resident  of  Stockholm  village,  who  until 
recently  operated  a  farm  of  158  acres  in  section  8,  Stockholm  township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  8,  1865,  son  of  Erik  and  Maria  Carolina  (Hedstrom) 
Lundquist.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Sweden,  the  father  born  in 
1837  and  mother  in  1830.  The  former  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
lumber  business  as  foreman  of  a  gang,  but  is  now  living  retired  with  his 
wife  in  Sweden.  He  has  at  various  times  held  petty  offices  under  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  including  that  of  health  overseer.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  a 
family  of  three  children :  Erik  David ;  Anna  E.,  who  lives  in  Sweden,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  Erik  David  Lundquist  was  educated  in  his  native 
land  and  at  the  age  of  12  years  went  to  work  as  ship’s  boy  on  steamboats 
on  the  Baltic  Sea,  being  thus  occupied  for  three  summers.  In  1881  he 
came  to  this  country,  locating  first  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  For  some  time  he 
worked  on  a  farm  near  that  city,  and  was  then  employed  for  three  years  in 
a  creamery  and  dairy  at  Minneapolis.  After  that  he  spent  ten  years  in 
Minneapolis  grain  elevators.  Realizing  at  last  that  the  only  way  to  become 
independent  and  prosperous  was  to  work  for  himself,  he  came  to  Stockholm 
township,  Pepin  county,  and  took  the  farm  already  referred  to,  where  he 
had  good  buildings  and  equipment  and  followed  general  farming  with 
profitable  results,  his  success  being  due  to  steady  industry  and  a  com¬ 
petent  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Having  at  last 
acquired  a  competence,  he  rented  out  the  farm  and  he  and  his  wife  took  up 
their  residence  in  the  village,  where  they  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  former  industry  and  thrift.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’ 
Telephone  Company,  believing  it  good  policy  to  help  establish  worthy  local 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community  and 
which  in  time  may  yield  good  returns.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Lund¬ 
quist  has  served  on  the  town  board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mission  church  at  Stockholm.  In  1886  Mr.  Lundquist  was  united 
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in  marriage  with  Mary  Lindberg,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Lindberg.  She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  her 
parents  coming  in  the  following  year  and  settling  on  a  farm  in  Stockholm 
township,  this  county.  The  father  died  in  1904.  Mrs.  Lindberg  survived 
him,  making  her  home  with  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lundquist,  until  her  death,  December  7,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundquist 
had  one  daughter,  born  May  10,  1887,  who  died  when  10  months  old. 

Robert  Crapser,  owner  of  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  9,  Albany 
township,  Pepin  county,  which  he  is  operating  with  good  financial  results, 
was  born  in  this  township,  April  28,  1871,  the  youngest  of  the  three 
children  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Murman)  Crapser.  His  parents  coming 
from  Germany  at  an  early  date,  were  early  settlers  in  Albany  township, 
the  father  clearing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  War,  enlisting  as  a  volunteer,  but  died  a  few  years  after  the  close 
of  that  great  struggle.  His  widow  later  became  the  wife  of  James  Turner, 
who  had  also  been  a  Union  soldier  and  who  was  a  well  known  and  respected 
citizen  of  this  township,  which  he  served  on  the  official  board.  He  is  now 
deceased.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living.  Robert 
Crapser  acquired  his  education  in  Albany  township,  attending  district 
school.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  helped  to 
cultivate,  and  it  was  not  until  1906  that  he  began  farming  on  his  present 
place.  Since  then,  however,  he  has  made  excellent  progress  and  is  doing 
an  extensive  business  as  a  general  farmer,  keeping  Holstein  cattle,  Shrop¬ 
shire  sheep  and  other  good  stock.  His  farm  is  well  equipped  with  buildings 
and  machinery,  and  he  had  taken  a  prominent  place  among  the  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  this  locality.  Independent  in  politics,  he  is  serving  effi¬ 
ciently  on  the  school  board,  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  of 
the  Woodmen’s  Camp  at  Caryville.  Feb.  26,  1908,  Mr.  Crapser  gave  up 
bachelor  life  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hattie  Thalacker,  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Emma  (Thomas)  Thalacker.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  born  1856,  settled  in  German  Valley,  Albany  township,  as  a  youth, 
and  there  cleared  a  farm  from  the  forest.  He  is  still  living,  a  hale  and 
hearty  pioneer,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  and  county  boards. 
Mrs.  Crapser’s  mother,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1860,  is  living  yet  and 
has  reared  a  large  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crapser  have  three  children: 
Erma,  born  in  1910;  Orvilla,  born  in  1912,  and  Lawrence,  bom  in  1918. 
The  family  have  a  high  standing  in  Albany  township  and  the  vicinity. 

Henry  Schneekloth,  who  in  company  with  his  brother  Herman  is 
operating  a  fine  stock  farm  of  255  acres  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county, 
his  residence  being  located  in  section  18,  was  born  in  Pepin  township,  April 
10,  1873,  son  of  Jochim  and  Wibke  (Voege)  Schneekloth.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  the  province  of  Holstein,  Germany.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  May,  1865,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Pepin  township,  this 
county,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  Jochim  Schneekloth  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1913.  His  wife  survived  him  three  years,  dying  in  October,  1916. 
In  his  younger  days  he  has  served  under  the  Danish  government  in  the 
war  against  Prussia.  Henry  Schneekloth  acquired  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  district  school  No.  2  and  was  later  a  student  for  two  years  in  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


Digitized  by 


Googl 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


849 


Pepin  High  School.  His  industrial  life  was  begun  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  when  he  was  often  engaged  in  helping  neighbors  in  the  lighter  duties 
of  farm  work,  and  when  he  was  not  doing  that,  or  engaged  in  his  studies, 
he  was  for  the  most  part  helping  his  father,  so  that  in  time  he  was  able  to 
do  a  man’s  work  at  farming.  In  1910  he  and  his  brother  Herman  bought 
the  farm  in  section  18,  Pepin  township,  that  they  are  now  operating  and 
which  is  equipped  with  good  modern  buildings  and  all  necessary  machinery 
of  the  most  recent  type.  They  are  breeding  Galloway  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  Henry  Schneekloth  is  a  shareholder  in  the  co-operative  cream¬ 
ery  at  Pepin,  also  a  stockholder  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Pepin.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  on 
which  he  has  shown  himself  a  progressive  and  useful  citizen,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  of  the  M.  W.  A.  Lodge  at  Pepin.  In 
politics  he  is  independent. 

John  Layne,  who  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Durand,  was  born  at  Frankfort,  Mo.,  July  10,  1830,  son  of  John  and  Ann 
Layne.  The  father,  a  farmer,  was  a  native  of  Kansas,  and  the  mother 
of  Virginia.  After  their  marriage  they  resided  in  Missouri,  where  Mrs. 
Ann  Layne  died  some  years  before  her  husband.  Neither  ever  came  to 
Wisconsin.  John  Layne  was  one  of  the  older  children  in  a  family  of  seven. 
He  attended  school  at  Frankfort,  Mo.,  and  began  industrial  life  when  a 
mere  lad,  working  for  others.  Subsequently  coming  to  Wisconsin,  he 
became  filer  in  the  sawmill  of  Carson  &  Rand  at  Eau  Galle,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  a  number  of  years,  leaving  that  firm  to  enter  the  employ 
of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  of  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  remained  for  four  years, 
from  there  going  to  Downsville,  where  he  worked  for  them  four  years 
longer.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  moved  to  a  farm  near  Eau  Galle,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  agriculture  until  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Eau  Galle  two  years  before  his  death.  The  latter  event  occurred  Feb. 
4,  1901.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  in 
politics  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Layne  was  married  May  1,  1864,  to  Jane  Granger, 
who  was  born  near  Danville,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Phoebe  (Van 
Middleworth)  Granger.  Of  this  union  six  children  were  born:  Edith,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Royal  De  Long,  a  wheelwright  and  carpenter,  and  resides 
at  Summers,  Mont.;  Harry  E.,  who  resides  at  Bottineau,  N.  D.,  and  who 
married  Maud  Kirk,  of  Eau  Galle;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Frank  Pierce,  cashier 
of  a  bank  at  Menominie,  Wis. ;  Alma,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Durand 
schools  and  resides  with  her  mother;  Clarence,  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Bank 
of  Durand,  and  Clara,  wife  of  Dr.  Cain,  residing  at  Elmwood,  Wis.  Mrs. 
Layne  is  a  member  of  the  Rebekah  Lodge,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  she  and  her  family  have  a 
high  standing  in  Durand  society. 

Charles  Granger,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Pepin,  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  was  a 
native  of  Pike,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
came  to  Pepin,  Wis.,  about  1852,  at  which  time  there  were  but  two  or 
three  buildings  in  the  place.  He  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Pepin  for  about  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  for  seven  years  also  carried  the 
mail  from  Pepin  to  Durand.  At  various  times  in  early  days  he  held  local 
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office.  His  last  years  were  spent  in  retirement  and  he  died  in  Pepin,  March 
14,  1882.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phoebe  Van  Middleworth, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.  She  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
in  February,  1910,  at  Eau  Claire,  where  she  was  residing  with  a  daughter. 
They  had  four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Jane,  became  the  wife  of  John 
Layne,  of  Eau  Galle,  now  deceased.  She  now  resides  in  Durand.  The  other 
children  of  Charles  and  Phoebe  Granger  were:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ranous,  of 
Eau  Claire;  Mrs.  Helen  Wilcox,  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Charles,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Andrew  Bock,  who  has  occupied  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Stock¬ 
holm,  Pepin  county,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  was  born  in  Bjorneborg, 
Varmland,  Sweden,  April  19,  1857,  son  of  J.  P.  and  Louisa  (Gillstrom) 
Bock,  who  were  natives  of  that  country.  In  1866  J.  P.  Bock,  then  41  years 
old,  set  out  with  his  wife  and  family  for  the  United  States,  and  after  arriv¬ 
ing  in  this  country  proceeded  west  to  Lansing,  Iowa,  where  he  remained, 
however,  but  three  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  Stockholm. 
Here  he  resided  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  March  19,  1910,  at  the  ven- 
.erable  age  of  92  years.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died,  at  the  age 
of  63  years,  June  11,  1879.  Andrew  Bock  first  attended  school  in  Sweden 
and  later  in  Stockholm,  this  county.  He  began  industrial  life  at  home  as 
assistant  to  his  father  and  later  was  employed  successively  in  various  occu¬ 
pations,  working  as  a  farm  hand,  then  in  a  wagon  shop,  later  on  a  ferry  on 
the  Mississippi  River,  and  subsequently  as  an  engineer  running  steam 
threshing-machines  when  such  machines  were  first  introduced  into  this 
part  of  the  country.  He  also  worked  in  stores  for  over  twelve  years,  one 
year  of  that  time  being  spent  in  Lake  City,  Minn.,  and  the  rest  of  the 
period  in  Stockholm,  this  county.  On  August  1,  1897,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  at  Stockholm,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  position, 
in  which  he  has  ever  since  served  with  efficiency,  no  complaint  having  ever 
been  made  against  him.  He  gives  his  entire  time  to  the  office,  but  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Stockholm.  In  May,  1889,  Mr.  Bock  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Esther  D.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Stockholm, 
this  county,  in  1867.  Her  parents,  Erik  and  Anna  Eliza  (Nelson)  Johnson, 
natives  of  Sweden,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  locality.  In  her 
girlhood  she  attended  school  at  Pepin.  The  home  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bock  has  been  broadened  by  the  birth  of  three  children :  Evald  A.,  Eugene 
Wendell  and  Elna  D.,  all  of  whom  are  residing  at  home. 

Albert  W.  Larson,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  a  farm  in  section  34, 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Maiden  Rock  township,  Pierce 
county,  Wis.,  Oct.  28,  1872.  He  is  the  son  of  Nels  and  Kristine  (Nelson) 
Larson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  the  father  in  1840 
and  the  mother  in  1839.  They  came  to  America  in  1868  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Maiden  Rock  township,  above  mentioned,  residing  there  until 
the  father’s  death  in  1895.  Since  then  Mrs.  Kristine  Larson  has  resided 
on  the  farm  in  Pepin  township  on  which  her  son  is  living  and  which  is 
her  property.  Albert  W.  Larson  attended  district  school  in  Maiden  Rock 
township,  Pierce  county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  worked  out  for  a 
time,  but  for  the  most  part  was  kept  busy  on  his  father’s  farm.  When  23 
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years  old  he  began  renting  farms  and  operating  them  on  his  own  account, 
and  he  was  thus  engaged  until  1912,  when  he  retired  from  active  work.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Pierce  county. 

Mr.  Larson  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  17,  1900,  to  Gertrude  Daniel¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sophia  Danielson.  Her  parents  came  to  this  township  from  Sweden  and 
engaged  in  farming  here,  but  both  are  now  deceased,  as  also  is  Mrs.  Larson, 
her  death  taking  place  Nov.  10,  1911.  She  left  three  children:  Frances, 
Norris  and  Norman,  who  reside  with  their  father  and  grandmother  on  the 
farm.  Mr.  Larson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  Stockholm 
township. 

Frederick  Seyffer,  now  living  on  his  farm  in  Frankfort  township, 
Pepin  county,  though  retired  from  active  work,  is  the  owner  of  con¬ 
siderable  agricultural  property,  which  he  acquired  through  his  own  exer¬ 
tions.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  Oct.  26,  1848,  son  of  Michael  and  Lizzie 
Seyffer,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer, 
never  came  to  this  country.  Frederick  Seyffer  attended  public  school  in  his 
native  land  and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  21  years  old.  In 
1869  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  Baltimore,  where  he  worked 
in  factories  and  in  the  vicinity  on  farms  in  the  capacity  of  farm  hand, 
receiving  seven  dollars  a  month.  Even  out  of  that  scanty  remuneration  he 
managed  to  save  something,  but  seeing  little  chance  of  advancing  his  for¬ 
tune  either  as  a  farm  laborer  or  as  a  factory  hand,  in  1874  he  came  to 
Pepin,  Wis.,  locating  first  in  the  village,  but  soon  buying  land  in  the  vicinity 
on  which  he  started  farming  for  himself  in  1876.  He  had  now  found  the 
right  groove  and  his  progress  from  that  time  on  was  along  the  same  lines. 
After  awhile  he  bought  another  farm,  situated  on  Little  Plum  Creek,  in 
Frankfort  township,  which  place  he  cleared  and  improved.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  two  farms,  one  of  446  acres  and  another  of  85  acres,  which  are 
operated  by  his  sons,  Otto  and  John  Seyffer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  in  Pepin  village,  and  is  independent  in  politics.  Frederick 
Seyffer  was  married  in  1874  to  Hulda  Will,  a  native  of  Germany,  where  she 
was  educated,  and  whose  parents  were  farmers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seyffer 
have  had  five  children:  Will,  Lizzie,  Julia,  John  and  Otto.  Will  died  while 
serving  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  D.  Andrew,  a 
fanner  and  woodworker  of  Park  Rapids,  Minn.,  and  has  two  children,  Rosa 
and  Carl.  Julia  married  Fred  Dutcher,  a  farmer  of  Wabasha,  Minn.,  and 
has  seven  sons,  Frederick  Mitchell,  Adrain  J.,  Clinton  E.,  Julian  E.,  John 
M.,  Wilbur  W.  and  Levi  D.  John  married  Esther  Nelson  and  is  farming  in 
Frankfort  township,  this  county.  He  has  three  children,  Gladys,  Ruby  and 
John.  Otto,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township,  married  Augusta  Hawkins,  and 
has  two  children,  William  and  Harold.  Although  no  longer  young,  Mr. 
Seyffer  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  the  many  years  he  spent  in  healthful  work 
in  the  open  air  having  laid  a  good  foundation  for  long  life.  He  is  now  in 
comfortable  circumstances  and  can  take  his  ease,  enjoying  the  social  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  village  and  seeing  his  children  and  grandchildren  growing  up 
around  him,  the  former  already  being  active  and  useful  men  and  women 
and  the  latter  giving  bright  promise  for  the  years  to  come. 
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Samuel  Schilling,  who  died  at  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  in  February, 
1915,  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  city.  He  was  bom  in 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1852,  and  learned  the  trade  of  tinner.  Com¬ 
ing  to  Alma  about  1865,  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  here  and 
was  occupied  for  about  thirty  years,  becoming  known  to  everybody  for 
miles  around  as  a  successful  and  conscientious  merchant.  He  was  a  lover 
of  all  the  cleaner  sports  and  was  an  excellent  marksman.  At  various  times, 
especially  in  early  life,  he  was  associated  with  other  business  interests  of 
the.  place,  though  devoting  his  chief  attention  to  the  hardware  business. 
He  married  Anna  Maria  Saxer,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  all  sons:  Edwin,  Arthur,  Julius,  Elmer  and  Arnold. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Schilling,  died  before  her  husband,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1908. 

Arthur  Schilling,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin,  Wis., 
and  a  well-known  business  man  of  that  place,  was  born  in  Alma,  Buffalo 
county,  Wis.,  Aug.  3,  1881,  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  Maria  (Saxer) 
Schilling.  He  was  educated  in  Alma,  and  at  the  age  of  19  years,  after 
leaving  the  high  school,  engaged  in  the  cigarmaking  industry  here,  in  the 
employ  of  Henry  Huber.  After  working  thus  as  a  journeyman  for  three 
years  he,  in  company  with  L.  P.  Ehing,  bought  his  employer's  business, 
which  he  and  his  partner  conducted  together  for  about  eighteen  months. 
They  then  sold  the  business  to  Mr.  Schwark,  Mr.  Schilling  entering  his 
employ  and  remaining  with  him  for  two  years.  After  that  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  year  in  the  store  of  P.  E.  Ibach.  He  then  entered  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Alma  as  an  apprentice,  continuing  there  about  four 
months,  or  until  September,  1911,  when  he  assumed  his  present  duties  as 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin.  Aside  from  this  occupation 
he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  representing  a  number  of  leading 
insurance  companies,  including  the  different  branches  of  fire,  life  and  acci¬ 
dent.  He  also  has  an  interest  in  the  estate  his  father  left  at  Alma,  and  is 
a  well-known  business  man,  enterprising  and  progressive.  The  Knights 
of  Pythias  Lodge  at  Alma  numbers  him  as  one  of  its  leading  members  and 
for  two  years  he  served  in  it  as  keeper  of  records  and  seals.  Mr.  Schilling 
was  married,  June  12,  1912,  to  Ella  May  Behlmer,  who  was  born  at 
Crookston,  Minn.,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Ida  (Schmitz)  Behlmer.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  both  born  at  Fountain  City,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.  They  settled 
in  Minnesota  at  an  early  date  and  engaged  in  farming,  Mr.  Behlmer  being 
thus  occupied  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  now  dead,  but  his  wife  resides 
at  Fargo,  N.  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schilling  have  three  children :  Dorothy  May, 
Daniel  Belmar  and  Mary  Ann. 

Charles  Bronkow,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  dairying  interest 
in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  owning  230  acres  of  land,  was  born  in 
Beef  Slough,  Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  May  17,  1876.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles 
F.  and  Dorothy  (Hanneman)  Bronkow,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1870  and  settled  in  Buffalo  county  on  land  which  they 
cleared  and  developed  into  a  farm.  The  father  is  now  living  retired  with 
his  son  Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he  having  removed  to  this  loca¬ 
tion  a  number  of  years  ago.  Mrs.  Bronkow  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
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Charles  in  1912.  Charles  Bronkow  acquired  the  elements  of  knowledge  in 
a  rural  school  in  Buffalo  county.  In  his  youth  he  assisted  his  parents  on 
their  Buffalo  county  farm  and  accompanied  them  when  they  moved  to 
Pepin  township,  buying  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  and  of  which  he 
is  now  the  proprietor.  This  is  now  a  fine  modern  dairy  farm  with  up-to- 
date  equipment.  Mr.  Bronkow  keeps  Holstein  cattle  and  Poland-China 
hogs  and  is  doing  a  successful  business,  being  now  numbered  among  the 
leading  dairymen  in  his  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
at  Pepin,  and  in  politics  he  is  independent.  Mr.  Bronkow  began  domestic 
life  Oct.  10, 1901,  taking  as  his  wife  Martha  Peters,  who  was  born  in  Pepin, 
daughter  of  John  and  Amelia  (Smith)  Peters.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  Germany  who  came  to  this  country  and  at  an  early  date  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Pepin  township.  When  they  began,  however,  it  was  practically 
unimproved  land  and  they  had  to  develop  it.  The  mother  is  now  dead, 
but  the  father,  John  Peters,  is  now  retired  and  living  with  his  son-in-law, 
George  Stoltenberg,  in  the  village  of  Pepin.  Their  daughter  Martha  in  her 
girlhood  attended  village  school  in  Pepin  High  School,  where  she  studied 
several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronkow’s  family  circle  has  been  enlarged  by 
the  birth  of  three  children :  Herbert,  born  Aug.  1,  1902 ;  Romie,  born  Oct. 
25,  1906,  and  Adeline,  born  May  18,  1910.  The  family  are  of  good  social 
standing  and  have  numerous  friends  in  this  vicinity. 

John  Carroll,  proprietor  of  a  good  grain  and  stock  farm  of  160  acres 
in  section  15,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  has  been  at  his  present  loca¬ 
tion  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  has  made  many 
improvements  on  the  farm  and  has  become  prosperous.  He  was  born  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  Oct.  23,  1857,  son  of  Michael  and  Marian  Carroll, 
who  were  natives  of  the  same  state,  where  they  were  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
ture.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  deprived  of  his  parents  by  death 
when  very  young,  but  was  reared  by  friends  until  old  enough  to  aid  in  his 
own  support.  He  began  working  out  on  farms  at  the  age  of  12  years  and 
was  still  a  boy  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin.  At  the  age  of  16  he  was  work¬ 
ing  on  the  Chippewa  river  as  an  oarsman,  his  headquarters,  or  usual  resi¬ 
dence,  being  at  Eau  Claire,  and  he  was  connected  with  the  boating  or 
shipping  industry  on  that  river  until  his  marriage  in  1877.  After  that 
until  about  1892  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Pepin  county.  He  then 
came  to  his  present  location  and  engaged  in  farming  here,  conducting  a 
general  grain  and  stock  farm,  to  which  he  has  since  given  practically  all  his 
time.  His  place  is  well  fitted  up  and  managed  and  yields  good  financial 
returns.  In  politics  Mr.  Carroll  is  a  Republican,  but  contents  himself  with 
casting  his  vote,  having  never  been  ambitious  of  public  distinction.  He 
has.  always  taken  a  warm  interest,  however,  in  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  cast  his  lot  so  many  years  ago,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
good  citizen  and  neighbor.  He  was  married.  May  13,  1877,  to  Rebecca 
McCain,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
McCain.  Her  father  was  among  the  early  settlers  in  Pepin  township,  but 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Their  daughter  Rebecca  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  rural  schools  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  have  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Belle,  is  now  deceased.  She  was 
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the  wife  of  Ed  Canthrell,  of  Eau  Galle,  and  left  one  child,  Luella  Belle. 
The  others  are:  Lee,  now  a  soldier  in  the  United  States  Army;  Roy,  who 
is  residing  at  home ;  Glenn,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township,  who  married  Daisy 
Hill,  and  has  one  child,  Velma;  and  Eva,  who  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Erikson, 
a  farmer  of  Plum  Creek,  Frankfort  township,  and  has  two  children,  Ethel 
and  Gertrude. 

Walter  P.  Ruggles,  who  is  now  living  retired  on  his  farm  of  190  acres 
in  section  23,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  after  a  successful  career  as  an 
agriculturist,  was  born  in  Byron,  Ogle  county,  Ill.,  March  6,  1854.  His 
parents  were  Liberty  and  Katherine  (Ripley)  Ruggles,  the  father  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  Coming  west,  they  settled  in 
Faribault,  Minn.,  where  Liberty  Ruggles  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for 
a  number  of  years.  Both  he  and  ‘his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Walter  P. 
Ruggles  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Faribault,  Minn. 
He  began  working  out  for  farmers  at  the  age  of  18  years,  and  on  attaining 
his  majority  took  a  homestead  in  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until  1900, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Pepin  township  and  settled  on  his  present  farm 
of  190  acres.  Here  he  is  now  living  retired,  other  men  doing  the  work  on 
the  place.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Pepin  Co-operative  Creamery.  While 
a  resident  of  Faribault  he  was  engaged  in  farm  work  and  carpentry.  He 
served  on  the  town  board  of  Sidesvold  township,  Lyon  county,  identifying 
himself  closely  with  public  affairs  and  doing  his  full  duty  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen.  In  politics  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
Mr.  Ruggles  was  married,  May  24,  1881,  to  Sarah  Ballard,  daughter  of 
Asiel  and  Nancy  (Newcomb)  Ballard,  who  came  from  the  eastern  states 
and  settled  in  Pepin  township,  this  county.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ruggles  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Alice,  who  home¬ 
steaded  land  and  taught  school  at  Rainybutte,  N.  D.,  but  is  now  deceased ; 
Arthur,  employed  in  an  auto-truck  factory  at  Clintonville,  Wis.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Bernice  Sheard,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ruth;  Anna,  wife  of  Peter 
Davis,  who  is  an  engineer  in  a  coal  mine  at  Dickinson,  N.  D. ;  Isaac,  a 
farmer  of  Rainybutte,  N.  D.,  who  married  Iris  Evans,  of  Pierce,  N.  D. ; 
Katherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Everett  Lewis,  of  Calgary,  Canada,  and  has 
two  children,  George  and  Donald;  Lou,  a  farmer  of  Rainybutte,  N.  D.; 
Louise,  a  twin  sister  of  Lou,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  near  Steele,  N.  D. ; 
and  Bessie,  who  is  at  home. 

Ernest  Seyffer,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  in 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  having  a  farm  of  175  acres  in  section  9,  was 
born  in  Germany,  Aug.  31,  1860,  son  of  Michael  and  Lizzie  Seyffer.  The 
parents,  who  were  farmers,  died  in  Germany,  their  native  land.  The  father 
was  a  man  of  local  importance,  serving  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  village  board.  Ernest  Seyffer  acquired  his  education  in  a  graded 
school  in  Germany  and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  came  to 
America  in  1881.  Locating  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  first  operating  a  farm  on  the  Bottoms  near  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  later,  in  1901,  coming  to  his  present  location  in  the  northern  part 
of  Pepin  township.  Here  he  has  developed  a  fine  modern  dairy  farm,  breed¬ 
ing  the  dairy  type  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  also  raising  Poland-China  hogs. 
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He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Creamery  at  Pepin  and  also  in  the  Farmers’ 
Telephone  Company.  A  man  of  reliable  character  and  one  of  the  pros¬ 
perous  citizens  of  his  township,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem.  Independent 
in  politics,  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  German  Lutheran  church 
at  Pepin.  In  1892  Mr.  Seyffer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Katherine 
Glasbrenner,  a  native  of  Germany,  where  she  attended  the  graded  village 
school.  Her  father  died  in  that  country,  after  which  her  mother  came 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seyffer  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Pepin 
county,  and  Hulda,  Rose  and  Louis,  who  are  residing  at  home. 

Asa  John  Howard,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Pepin 
county,  after  a  long  career  of  agricultural  activity,  was  born  in  Pepin 
township,  this  county,  Dec.  19,  1861,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mahala  (Kephart) 
Howard.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father  in  1827. 
It  is  a  long  way  back  to  the  year  1848,  and  the  memory  of  the  oldest  settler 
living  today  can  but  faintly  recall  that  almost  forgotten  period — when  gold 
had  not  yet  been  discovered  in  California  or  Australia,  when  there  was  no 
railroad  across  the  American  continent,  when  the  woods  and  forests  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  other  northwestern  states  were  inhabited  almost  en¬ 
tirely  by  Indians  and  wild  game,  and  white  settlers  were  few  and  far 
between — yet  it  was  in  that  year  that  Thomas  Howard  made  his  appear¬ 
ance  in  Pepin  county,  taking  a  homestead  in  Frankfort  township,  near  the 
dividing  line  between  that  township  and  Pepin.  The  tract  of  land  he 
cleared  was  on  or  near  that  prominent  elevation  that  has  since  been  known 
as  Howard  Hill,  it  having  been  named  in  his  honor.  The  hill,  however,  lies  in 
Pepin  township  on  the  road  to  Durand.  In  that  locality  he  resided  for  a 
number  of  years,  developing  a  farm,  and  taking  active  part  in  public  affairs 
as  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards.  Subsequently  he  sold  that 
farm  and  moved  to  Hicks  Valley,  in  Pepin  township,  and  later  to  Sand 
Prairie,  near  the  village  of  Pepin,  where  he  spent  his  last  years,  dying  in 
1894.  His  wife,  Mahala,  passed  away  the  same  year.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  as  follows:  David  D.,  born  May  13,  1852,  who  died  Oct.  16, 
1871;  Fannie  J.,  born  March  7,  1860;  Asa  John,  the  direct  subject  of  this 
sketch,  born  Dec.  19,  1861;  Maggie  C.,  born  March  31,  1864;  William  T., 
born  April  1,  1867;  Mary  M.,  born  July  4,  1869,  who  died  March  3,  1871; 
Theodore  C.,  born  April  12,  1871,  who  died  March  28,  1877 ;  James  P.,  born 
Oct.  6,  1873,  who  died  in  May,  1917;  and  Charles  Crosby,  born  June  30, 
1876.  Asa  John  Howard  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  the  Hicks  Valley 
district,  Pepin  township,  and  his  early  industrial  years  were  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm,  which  he  helped  to  improve.  He  was  thus  occupied  until 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1884,  and  then  bought  the  farm  on  Big  Hill, 
in  Pepin  township,  a  farm  of  89  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  on  which  he 
erected  good  modern  buildings.  There  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
agriculture  until  1913,  in  which  year  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Pepin 
village,  where  he  has  since  lived  retired,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency. 
He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Pepin  Creamery,  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Pepin  pickle  factory.  Formerly  Mr.  Howard  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  being  independent  in  politics.  He  belongs 
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to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  also  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  Camp 
at  Pepin.  On  Dec.  19,  1884,  Asa  J.  Howard  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Amelia  Feddern,  who.  was  born  in  Pepin  village,  Feb.  12,  1863,  daughter 
of  Fred  and  Appalonia  Kuebler.  When  she  was  a  babe  but  three  days  old 
she  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  her  mother,  and  her  father  being  drafted 
into  the  army  for  service  in  the  Civil  War,  she  was  adopted  by  Fred  Fed¬ 
dern,  a  farmer  of  Frankfort  township.  Her  father,  Fred  Kuebler,  who 
served  in  a  Wisconsin  infantry  regiment,  was  proprietor  of  a  bakery  and 
confectionery  store  in  Pepin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asa  J.  Howard  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Glenn  Roy,  born  Feb.  24,  1887 ;  Reba  May,  born  June  28, 
1893,  and  Lowell  Asa,  born  March  11,  1901,  of  whom  Lowell  Asa  is  the 
only  one  residing  at  home.  Glenn  Roy,  who  married  Vera  Stevens,  lives  at 
Stockholm,  Wis.,  being  an  employe  of  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  railroad.  Reba  May 
is  the  wife  of  Hiram  McClarey,  of  Maiden  Rock  township,  Pierce  county, 
Wis.,  and  has  one  child,  whose  name  is  Howard. 

James  P.  Howard,  who  passed  away  at  his  home  in  the  village  of 
Maiden  Rock,  Wis.,  was  born  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  Oct.  6,  1873,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mahala  (Kephart)  Howard.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Hicks  Valley  and  Big  Hill,  and  shortly  after  completing  his 
studies  learned  telegraphy  and  went  to  work  for  the  Burlington  railroad. 
Advancement  came  rapidly  as  reward  for  efficient  service  and  he  was  soon 
awarded  an  agent’s  position,  being  the  agent  at  Maiden  Rock  for  sixteen 
years  previous  to  his  death.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Pepin  for  in¬ 
terment  in  the  Oakwood  cemetery,  where  the  ceremonies  were  conducted 
by  the  Masonic  brethren.  Mr.  Howard  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity  for  many  years,  having  first  joined  Pepin  Lodge  and  later  trans¬ 
ferred  his  membership  to  Maiden  Rock  Lodge,  of  which  he  had  been 
Master  Mason  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  16, 
1896,  with  Roena  O’Hara,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Raymond  and  Walter, 
now  residing  with  their  widowed  mother.  Mr.  Howard  was  also  survived 
by  two  sisters  and  three  brothers :  Fannie  (Mrs.  Charles  Lincoln,  Sr.) ; 
Asa  J.  and  Maggie  (Mrs.  H.  McCain),  of  Pepin,  Wis.;  William  T.,  of  Atlee, 
Alta,  Canada;  and  Crosby  C.,  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis. 

John  J.  Broatch,  a  well-to-do  general  farmer  living  in  section  7,  Pepin 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  July  22,  1885,  son  of 
John  R.  and  Martha  (Johnson)  Broatch.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Scot¬ 
land,  the  father  coming  to  this  country  in  the  sixties  and  locating  in  Pepin 
township,  where  his  son  John  J.  now  lives.  It  was  he  who  cleared  the  land 
and  improved  it,  developing  it  into  the  present  farm.  He  is  still  residing 
here,  though  now  retired  from  active  work.  The  mother  died  in  1894. 
John  J.  Broatch  attended  district  school  in  Pepin  township  and  as  soon  as 
he  was  through  with  his  school  books  began  working  on  the  home  farm,  of 
which  he  took  full  charge  in  1909.  It  contains  160  acres  of  land,  and  is 
equipped  with  good  substantial  buildings  and  machinery.  Mr.  Broatch 
follows  mixed  farming  and  breeds  Guernsey  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs  and 
Shropshire  sheep.  He  has  a  large  new  dairy  barn  of  modern  construction, 
with  a  large  tile  silo  adjoining  it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  co-operative 
creamery  at  Pepin,  and  his  farming  and  dairying  operations  are  being  con- 
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ducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  The  Woodmen’s  Camp  at  Pepin  numbers  him 
among  its  members.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Broatch  was 
united  in  marriage,  June  24,  1908,  to  Amelia  Ehman,  who  was  born  in  Pepin 
township,  this  county,  Aug.  24,  1884,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret 
(Trautman)  Ehman.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  this 
country  and  to  Pepin  township  when  quite  young.  The  father  is  now 
deceased,  the  mother  being  a  resident  of  Pepin  village.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Broatch  are  young  and  active  and  are  popular  among  a  wide  circle  of 
friends.  They  have  established  a  good  home  and  may  reasonably  look 
forward  to  many  years  of  prosperity  and  domestic  companionship.  They 
have  one  child,  Bernice,  born  Feb.  7,  1918. 

Lawrence  Dorwin,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  operations  on  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  section  10,  Pepin  township,  is  a  young  man  who, 
although  but  in  his  third  year  as  an  independent  farmer,  has  already  made 
a  good  beginning  and  is  doing  a  profitable  business.  He  was  born  in  Durand 
township,  Pepin  county,  Sept.  29,  1893,  son  of  Marcellus  and  Mary  Ellen 
(Fox)  Dorwin,  and  is  a  grandson  of  V.  W.  Dorwin,  a  very  early  settler  in 
Buffalo  county.  Marcellus  Dorwin  was  born  in  Durand  township,  Pepin 
county,  and  was  given  a  college  and  normal  school  education.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  400  acres  in  Durand  township,  on  which  he  is 
largely  engaged  in  dairying.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Durand,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  town  and 
county  government,  having  been  chairman  of  the  county  board  six  years 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  road  and  bridge  committee.  Lawrence  Dorwin 
acquired  his  early  literary  education  in  the  rural  school  at  Wood’s  Corners, 
Durand  township,  and  was  a  high  school  student  from  1909  to  1912:  After 
that  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  1916,  when  he  bought  his  present 
place  in  Pepin  township.  Besides  raising  the  usual  crops,  he  is  breeding 
Jersey  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  finding  a  ready  and  profitable  market 
for  his  stock  and  grain,  and  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone 
Company.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Dorwin  took  place  Dec.  22,  1915,  to  Ethel 
Walker,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
lone  (Farrington)  Walker.  Her  father  was  marshal  of  the  city  of  Durand 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  is  now  living  with  his  children  in  Maxville  town¬ 
ship,  Buffalo  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorwin  are  members  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  church.  In  politics  he  is  Republican,  voting  for  good  candidates 
of  the  respective  parties. 

Frank  B.  Wilson,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Stockholm  township, 
Pepin  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  Aug.  23,  1854,  and  died  at  his  home  in  this  township,  April  25, 
1911.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Matilda  Olsen,  natives  of  Sweden,  came  to 
this  country  about  1865,  settling  on  a  farm,  or  a  tract  of  land,  in  Stock¬ 
holm  township,  this  county.  Almost  immediately  the  family  was  bereaved 
by  the  death  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  only  three  weeks  after  she  had 
landed  in  this  country.  The  father  survived  her  a  number  of  years,  passing 
away  about  1884.  Frank  B.  Wilson  was  a  boy  of  eleven  years  when  he 
came  to  this  country.  He  began  industrial  life  on  his  father’s  farm  and 
afterwards  worked  for  his  brother,  Isaac  Newman,  with  whom  he  continued 
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until  1873,  when,  at  the  age  of  19,  he  bought  the  place  in  section  6,  Stock¬ 
holm  township,  on  which  his  wife  and  children  now  reside.  This  place  he 
cleared  and  improved,  working  on  it  until  the  last  four  years  of  his  life, 
which  he  spent  as  an  invalid.  Previous  to  that  he  was  an  industrious 
farmer,  a  progressive  citizen  and  a  good  provider  for  his  family.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  married,  July  6,  1879,  to  Anna  Louisa  Peterson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden,  June  26,  1860,  daughter  of  Lars  E.  and  Christina  Peterson,  also 
natives  of  Sweden.  Her  family  came  to  this  country  in  1867,  Mr.  Peterson 
taking  a  homestead  of  200  acres  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  which  he 
developed  into  a  good  farm,  and  where  his  daughter,  Anna  Louisa,  attended 
district  school.  He  also  became  the  owner  of  80  acres  in  Stockholm  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  been  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
three  died :  Emelia,  Oct.  3,  1882 ;  Edmund,  Sept.  2,  1889,  and  Eleanor,  June 
13,  1898.  The  others  are:  Daisy,  Esther,  Arthur,  Elsie,  Evald  and  Theo¬ 
dore.  Daisy  is  the  wife  of  Nels  Nelson,  a  carpenter  of  Minneapolis,  and  has 
three  children,  Ferdinand,  Emmerst  and  Wendell.  Esther  married  William 
Carlson,  a  farmer  of  Deering,  N.  D.,  and  also  has  three  children,  Rosalie, 
Winfield  and  Elliot.  Arthur,  who  married  Alice  Edlin,  is  a  farmer  in  Pepin 
county  and  has  one  son,  Edgar.  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Borman,  who 
is  employed  in  a  foundry  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Her  children  are  Dalmar, 
Lucille  and  Maynard.  Evald,  who  was  recently  in  the  United  States  army, 
being  stationed  at  Camp  Humphrey,  Virginia,  was  honorably  discharged 
Jan.  8,  1919.  Theodore  resides  at  home  with  his  mother. 

Norman  J.  Dunlap,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Pepin,  Wis.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  being  also  interested  in  agriculture, 
was  born  in  Pepin,  Feb.  8,  1873,  son  of  William  and  Irene  (Taxis)  Dunlap. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  came  to  Pepin  county  about  1856. 
He  was  connected  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  Pepin  postoffice,  at  first 
carrying  the  mail  and  later  becoming  postmaster.  Finally  he  turned  the 
office  over  to  his  daughter  and  retired.  During  his  active  period  he  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  business  life  of  the  place,  supporting  every 
enterprise,  and  at  different  times  held  local  office.  His  death  occurred  in 
Pepin,  Jan.  1,  1901.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son,  Nor¬ 
man  J.,  being  now  (1917)  82  years  old.  They  had  two  children:  Anna  J. 
and  Norman  J.,  the  latter  being  the  younger.  Anna  is  now  deceased.  Nor¬ 
man  J.  Dunlap  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  common  school  and  the  Pepin 
High  School,  from  which  latter  institution  he  went  to  the  Winona  Commer¬ 
cial  College.  Subsequently,  after  taking  a  course  at  the  River  Falls  Normal 
School,  he  took  up  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  which  he  followed  first  at 
Smithfield,  Minn.,  then  for  a  number  of  years  in  Pepin  county,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  in  the  high  school  at  Maddock,  N.  D.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  Returning  to  Pepin,  he  filled  the  position  of  clerk  in  the  postoffice 
for  a  short  time,  and  after  his  sister’s  death  took  charge  of  the  office  for 
about  six  months.  He  then  entered  into  his  present  business  as  a  real 
estate  dealer,  opening  an  office  in  Pepin.  Though,  as  such,  he  does  an 
extensive  business,  he  does  not  confine  his  attentions  to  this  alone,  but  in 
connection  therewith  conducts  a  collection  and  exchange  business,  in  which 
he  occupies  an  important  place  in  the  financial  transactions  of  the  village 
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and  community.  In  his  real  estate  business  he  handles  his  own  property 
exclusively,  of  which  he  now  has  on  hand  about  1,200  acres.  About  500 
acres  of  this  land  he  farms,  hiring  help  to  do  the  work.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  promotor  and  has  done  much  to  place  the  farming  of  the 
inferior  lands  in  the  neighborhood  on  a  paying  basis  by  experimenting 
with  crops  and  with  methods  before  thought  impossible.  He  also  owns  a 
large  amount  of  city  property,  both  of  a  residential  and  business  character, 
including  the  local  opera  house,  of  which  he  is  sole  manager.  Mr.  Dunlap 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Pepin, 
the  Chapter  at  Durand,  and  the  Commandery  at  Eau  Claire.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Pepin  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the 
Pepin  Assembly  of  the  Equitable  Fraternal  Union.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  For  a  number  of  years  past, 
however,  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Pepin  High  School  district. 

On  Aug.  14,  1906,  Mr.  Dunlap  was  united  in  marriage  with  Melissa  J. 
Hankins,  who  was  born  in  Avena,  Ill.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Nancy 
(Johanson)  Hankins.  Her  parents,  both  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Avena, 
were  from  the  eastern  states,  the  father  being  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Dunlap  was 
educated  in  Illinois  and  for  ten  years  or  more  was  a  teacher  in  primary 
department  work.  The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Dunlap  has  been 
enlarged  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Harold  Albert,  Caroline  Anna, 
Donald  Hugh  and  Dorothy  Irene. 

Rev.  Alexander  Peterson,  pastor  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church  at 
Lund,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  was  born  in  Vasterbotten, 
Sweden,  Feb.  17,  1867.  His  parents  were  Per  and  Carolina  (Johnsdotter) 
Pearson,  natives  of  the  same  locality,  the  father  born  in  1839  and  the  mother 
in  1840.  The  latter  is  now  dead,  but  the  former,  Per  Pearson,  is  still  living 
in  Sweden.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land.  There  he  learned  and  followed  the 
trades  of  painter  and  woodworker  until  he  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1893.  Locating  in  Duluth,  he  worked  for  awhile  on  the  roads  there,  then  on 
farms  in  the  vicinity  and  later  in  the  iron  docks  of  Duluth.  He  also  did  some 
painting  and  carpenter  work,  and,  having  resolved  to  enter  the  ministry, 
saved  as  much  of  his  money  as  possible,  so  that  in  1899  he  was  able  to  enter 
the  Gustavus  Adolphus  College  at  St.  Peter,  Minn.  From  that  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1904,  and  in  the  same  year  was  ordained  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  by  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Augustana  Synod.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Grantsburg,  Wis.,  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  at  Minot,  N.  D.  In  the  latter  place  he  built  a  large  church  and  a  large, 
modern  parsonage.  His  next  charge  was  in  Kandiyohi  county,  Minnesota, 
from  which  locality  he  came  to  his  present  congregation  at  Lund,  Pepin 
county,  on  March  18, 1915.  Here  also  he  has  done  earnest  and  efficient  work 
and  has  made  a  good  impression  on  the  people,  by  whom  he  is  well  liked. 
His  congregation  numbers  398  souls.  In  political  opinion  he  is  independent. 
On  Dec.  8, 1904,  Mr.  Peterson  was  married  to  Ingrid  Swenson,  who  was  born 
in  Hallery,  Kronoberds  Lan  Smaland,  Sweden,  her  parents,  Sven  and 
Petronila  (Peterson)  Swenson,  being  natives  of  the  same  place.  Her  father, 
who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  merchant  tailor.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in 
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Sweden.  She  herself  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peterson  have  been  the  parents  of  six  children:  Alice,  Ingeborg,  Reuben, 
Hanna,  Lennea,  Edith  and  Merjan.  Reuben  is  now  deceased,  but  the  others 
are  living,  all  residing  at  home. 

Andrew  P.  Bengtson,  proprietor  of  a  good  eighty-acre  farm  in  section  5, 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Dec.  25,  1851,  son  of 
John  and  Johanna  Bengtson,  who  were  natives  of  that  country  and  farmers 
by  occupation.  The  father  was  born  in  1824  and  the  mother  in  1826.  The 
latter  died  in  Sweden,  and  the  former  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881, 
following  his  son  Andrew,  but  died  three  weeks  after  his  arrival  in  Pepin 
township.  Andrew  P.  Bengtson  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  attending 
school  in  the  province  of  Nariki.  At  the  age  of  18  he  began  to  work  out  for 
neighboring  farmers.  Later  he  found  employment  on  the  railroad,  for  a  few 
years  acting  as  senior  boss.  In  1880  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating 
first  in  Lake  City,  Minn.  After  working  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railway  for  a  few  years,  he  came  to  his  present  location,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  having  eighty  acres  of  good 
land,  well  improved,  with  substantial  buildings  and  full  equipment.  He  is 
also  a  shareholder  in  the  Pepin  Co-operative  Creamery  and  the  Farmers’ 
Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Bengtson  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  acted 
as  postmaster  in  his  district  of  Pepin  township  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Mission  church  in  this  township.  In  February, 
1876,  Andrew  P.  Bengtson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Matilda  Beckstrom, 
a  native  of  the  province  of  Varmland,  Sweden,  her  father  being  a  blacksmith. 
Neither  of  her  parents  ever  came  to  America,  and  both  are  now  deceased. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bengtson  have  been  born  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Andrew  Phillip,  farmer  and  railroad  man,  now  in  Canada; 
Helma,  residing  in  St.  Paul;  Hilda,  wife  of  Joseph  Paulson,  who  works  for 
the  Adams  Express  Company  in  St.  Paul ;  George,  residing  at  Lund ;  Jenny, 
wife  of  Philip  Bergmark,  an  employe  of  a  fuel  and  lumber  company  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  ;  Elmer,  a  farmer  of  Pepin  township ;  Clarence,  who  is  now  a  soldier 
in  the  army ;  Annie,  of  Florida ;  Esther,  wife  of  Elmer  Johnson,  a  farmer  of 
Frankfort ;  and  Ethel,  Hazel  and  Glenn,  who  are  residing  at  home.  All  the 
children  in  this  large  family  have  received  a  good  home  training  of  the 
kind  to  make  them  useful  men  and  women  and  all  are  doing  credit  to  the 
family  name. 

Benjamin  A.  Jahnke,  a  successful  dairy  farmer  residing  in  section  18, 
Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township,  Feb.  3,  1876,  son 
df  William  and  Silke  (Voege)  Jahnke,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  Wil¬ 
liam  Jahnke  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  settling  in  Pepin  village, 
where  he  worked  as  a  carpenter.  Later  he  bought  land  which  he  cleared 
and  improved,  becoming  a  farmer.  While  the  Civil  War  was  in  progress  he 
enlisted  in  a  Minnesota  company  of  heavy  artillery,  with  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  on  his  farm, 
where  he  died  in  1896.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  resides  on  the  home  farm. 
Benjamin  A.  Jahnke  acquired  the  elements  of  knowledge  in  the  district 
school  in  Pepin  township  and  later  attended  the  Pepin  High  School.  Until 
he  was  21  years  old  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  then  began  his  inde- 
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pendent  career.  He  now  has  232  acres  of  land,  which  he  is  operating  as  a 
modern  dairy  farm,  keeping  Holstein  cattle,  and  also  raising  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs.  He  is  realizing  good  financial  returns  from  his  business,  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Pepin.  As  a  member  of  tTie 
town  board  of  Pepin  township  he  has  rendered  useful  service,  being  inde¬ 
pendent  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Pepin,  and 
of  the  Woodmen’s  Lodge  in  the  same  village.  Mr.  Jahnke  was  married,  Oct. 
29,  1914,  to  Louisa  Stoltenberg,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  township,  this 
county,  where  she  attended  district  school,  afterwards  graduating  from  the 
Pepin  High  School.  Her  parents,  Peter  and  Lena  (Sinjen)  Stoltenberg, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  township,  coming  here  from  Germany. 
They  are  still  living  here  on  a  farm,  but  are  now  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jahnke  have  had  two  children:  Howard,  who  was  born  Oct.  20,  1915,  and 
died  Jan.  30, 1918,  and  Lawrence,  born  July  17, 1918. 

P.  H.  Olund,  who  is  successfully  operating  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
section  35,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  and  is  also  owner  of  other  good 
farm  property,  was  born  in  Varmland,  Sweden,  March  3,  1858,  son  of  Gustaf 
and  Johanna  (Johnson)  Olund.  His  parents  came  to  the  United  States  with 
their  family  in  1868,  and  were  pioneer  farmers  in  this  township,  their  near¬ 
est  neighbors  being  some  Indians  who  lived  two  miles  away.  In  time  they 
developed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  after  long,  active  and  useful 
lives,  both  passed  away  in  1911.  P.  H.  Olund  was  educated  in  Sweden  and 
also  attended  district  school  in  Pepin  township.  He  worked  on  the  home 
farm  until  19  years  old  and  then  entered  the  grain  business  at  Stockholm, 
this  county.  After  conducting  it  awhile  he  operated  a  farm  for  two  years, 
then  returned  to  the  grain  business,  this  time  in  Pepin  village,  after  which 
he  bought  his  present  farm  in  section  35,  Frankfort  township.  Here  he  fol¬ 
lows  a  general  plan  of  farming  with  good  results  and  is  realizing  satisfactory 
financial  returns.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Pepin  Creamery  and  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Olund  spent  two  summers  in  North 
Dakota  and  now  owns  160  acres  of  land  in  Ward  county,  that  state,  also  a 
farm  of  105  acres  in  Kanabec  county,  Minnesota.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  Farmers’  American  Equity  Association.  In  politics 
he  is  independent.  Mr.  Olund  was  married  Nov.  28,  1882,  to  Augusta  Olson, 
who  was  born  in  Sweden,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Caroline  (Olson)  Olson. 
Her  parents  settled  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  1857,  but  after  living  there  awhile, 
moved  north  and  located  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  where  she  attended 
school.  Her  father,  who  had  been  a  district  attorney  in  Sweden,  followed 
the  occupation  of  cabinetmaker  in  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olund  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Edna,  wife  of  Alvin  Blomquist,  a  garage  man  in 
Stockholm,  this  county ;  Okley,  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Stockholm, 
who  married  Agnes  Larson;  and  Josephine,  who  married  William  Randall, 
of  Durand,  and  has  two  children,  Howard  and  Fern. 

Gustaf  Olund,  a  pioneer  settler  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was 
born  in  Sweden  in  1827  and  was  there  married  to  Johanna  Johnson,  who 
was  two  years  older  than  himself.  In  1868  they  came  to  the  United  States 
and,  making  their  way  to  this  county  and  state,  secured  a  tract  of  land  in 
Pepin  township  and  began  pioneer  farming.  The  surrounding  conditions 


Digitized  by  Tooele 


862 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


were  absolutely  primitive.  Their  nearest  white  neighbor  was  James  Barry, 
who  lived  four  miles  away,  but  within  two  miles  there  was  an  Indian  village 
of  forty  wigwams.  The  woods  were  full  of  deer,  bear  and  other  wild  game, 
so  that  meat  was  easily  obtained,  and  fish  could  also  be  procured,  but  it  was 
often  a  more  difficult  task  to  obtain  bread.  Water  also  had  to  be  carried 
from  Lost  Creek.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olund  never  removed  from  the  homestead 
on  which  they  first  settled  and  where  in  time  they  developed  a  farm.  Con¬ 
ditions  gradually  changed ;  the  primitive  wildness  of  the  forest  gave  place 
to  the  smiling  fields  of  grain,  denoting  the  occupancy  of  civilized  man,  and 
with  the  forest  the  Indians  also  disappeared,  their  faces  turned  toward 
the  setting  sun,  typical  of  the  fast- vanishing  power  of  their  race.  With 
each  season  Mr.  Olund  increased  the  cultivated  area  of  his  farm,  and  he 
and  his  good  wife  welcomed  each  new  white  settler  who  came  to  join  in 
the  work  of  civilization.  At  last,  having  done  their  own  part,  they  rested 
from  their  labors,  leaving  their  children  to  continue  the  task  they  had 
worthily  carried  so  far.  As  they  had  been  united  many  years  in  life,  so 
they  were  not  long  separated  in  death,  as  both  passed  peacefully  away  in 
1911.  Though  they  are  gone,  their  deeds  shall  live  after  them.  Their 
children  were :  Gustaf  E.,  Emil  J.,  Josephine,  Hildebrand  P.,  Chas.  Herman 
and  Fred  A. 

Gustaf  Edward  Olund,  who  owns  and  operates  a  60-acre  farm  in  Pepin 
township,  Pepin  county,  it  being  situated  in  section  2,  was  born  in  Varmland, 
Sweden,  March  19,  1849,  son  of  Gustaf  and  Johanna  (Johnson)  Olund.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  at  the  age  of  14  years  began  working 
there  in  a  forge,  where  they  made  implements  from  wrought  steel.  In 
1868,  at  the  age  of  19,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country  and 
for  some  years  following  his  life  was  spent  on  their  homestead  in  Pepin 
county  and  township.  Besides  assisting  his  father,  he  worked  out  at  times 
for  other  farmers.  In  1870  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  for  two  years  he 
worked  in  a  foundry.  Then  returning  to  Pepin  township,  he  cleared  some 
land  and  began  farming.  His  activities  here  were  interrupted  by  a  three 
years’  residence  in  North  Dakota,  where  he  took  a  homestead.  On  his 
return  he  entered  into  general  farming  at  his  present  location,  owning  60 
acres  of  land  and  being  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm  by  his  son  Arthur. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Independent 
in  politics,  he  is  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards,  on  both  of  which 
he  has  rendered  efficient  service.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Swedish  Mission  Church  at  Lund,  Pepin  township.  Mr.  Olund  was  married, 
March  2,  1872,  to  Bristina  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1844,  her 
parents  both  being  natives  of  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olund  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children :  Augusta,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Woodward, 
resides  in  North  Dakota  and  has  four  children,  Lawrence,  Floyd,  Chester 
and  Irene ;  Amelia,  wife  of  W.  Smarth,  a  sign  painter  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
Helen,  formerly  a  schoolteacher,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Detroit,  Mich.;  Lida,  who  married  Fred  Johnson,  a  coal  mine 
agent,  living  in  Minneapolis ;  Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Axel  Holmes,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  and  has  one  child,  Adury ;  Esther,  wife  of  Charles  Busk,  a  farmer 
in  Parcel,  N.  D. ;  Sigford  E.,  an  engineer  on  the  Great  Northern  Railroad, 
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located  at  Superior,  who  married  Ellen  Olson  and  has  one  child,  Jeanette  C. ; 
and  Arthur,  now  in  the  United  States  service  in  Europe. 

August  Dahlin,  who  has  a  good  farm  of  98  acres  in  section  6,  Stock¬ 
holm  township,  Pepin  county,  which  he  is  operating  on  a  paying  basis,  and 
is  also  the  owner  of  other  agricultural  property,  was  born  in  Varmland, 
Sweden,  Nov.  3,  1860,  son  of  Per  and  Anna  Larson,  the  parents  being  farm¬ 
ing  people  who  lived  and  died  in  Sweden,  their  native  land.  There  August 
attended  school  and  there  he  remained  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
Then  his  own  master,  he  resolved  to  seek  a  field  of  wider  opportunities  and 
in  1882  set  out  for  the  United  States,  knowing  that  here  many  others  of  his 
nationality,  starting  out  as  poor  as  himself,  had  achieved  wealth  and  honor, 
or  at  least  a  comfortable  degree  of  prosperity.  He  had  youth,  health  and 
intelligence — the  best  sort  of  capital — and  as  he  was  also  industrious  and 
without  bad  habits,  his  success  was  sure.  Arriving  in  Stockholm  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  he  soon  found  work  with  neighboring  farmers,  being  thus 
engaged  for  the  most  part  in  the  summer  and  working  in  logging  camps  in 
northern  Wisconsin  in  the  winter.  He  also  resided  for  awhile  in  St.  Paul, 
being  employed  at  mason  work.  During  this  period  he  saved  as  much 
as  he  could  of  his  earnings,  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  he  should 
begin  an  independent  career  as  proprietor  of  a  farm.  This  time  arrived 
in  1887,  when  he  was  married  and  inherited  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
operates  in  section  6,  Stockholm  township,  and  which  contains  98  acres  of 
fertile  land.  His  time  since  then  has  been  spent  in  developing  and  improv¬ 
ing  this  place,  on  which  he  follows  a  general  plan  of  farming,  raising  the 
usual  and  most  profitable  crops  and  keeping  a  good  grade  of  stock.  He 
has  made  satisfactory  progress,  and  in  addition  to  this  farm  owns  160  acres 
of  land  in  North  Dakota.  As  an  intelligent  citizen  of  progressive  ideas,  Mr. 
Dahlin  has  identified  himself  closely  with  the  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives  and  has  willingly  given  a  part  of  his  time  to  the  affairs  of 
local  government,  having  served  a  number  of  years  on  the  town  board  and 
also  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  unshackled  by  party  traditions, 
voting  according  to  his  conscience  whenever  called  upon  to  exercise  the  right 
of  suffrage  and  considering  first  the  fitness  of  the  respective  candidates  for 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Lund,  Pepin  township. 
Thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Dahlin  entered  into  the  married  state,  taking  as  his 
bride  Ida  Inglebretson,  on  July  23,  1887,  who  was  bom  in  Stockholm,  this 
county,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christina  (Anderson)  Inglebretson,  who 
came  to  this  section  soon  after  the  Civil  War,  in  which  Mr.  Inglebretson 
served  as  a  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahlin  have  five  children:  Edna,  Carl, 
Judith,  Myrtle  and  Eunice.  All  are  residing  at  home,  and  Carl  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Dahlin  is  a  shareh*..  +he 

Co-operative  Creamery  at  Stockholm  and  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  and  he  and  his  family  have  a  high  social  standing  in  Stockholm  town¬ 
ship  and  the  vicinity. 

Andrew  Inglebretson,  an  early  settler  in  Stockholm  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  near  Christiania,  Norway,  July  2,  1827.  He  was  married 
in  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  to  Christina  Anderson,  who,  like  himself,  was  born  near 
Christiania,  Norway,  the  date  of  her  nativity  being  Feb.  11,  1830.  In  1856 
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Mr.  Inglebretson  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Iowa,  whence  he 
subsequently  came  to  Wisconsin.  From  this  state  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  15th  Wisconsin  ^Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry.  His  service  lasted  three  years,  one  year  of  which  time,  however,  he 
spent  as  a  guard  on  Island  No.  10.  On  coming  to  Stockholm  township,  Pepin 
county,  after  the  war,  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  section  6,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  March  30,  1892,  he  resided  on  his  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  of  which  he  made  a  good  farm.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  Jan.  19,  1911.  They  had  a  family  of  three  children,  of 
whom  their  daughter  Ida  is  now  the  wife  of  August  Dahlin,  the  others  dying 
in  infancy. 

David  Leflay,  a  notable  pioneer  of  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  in  1818,  and  came  to  this  country  when  nine  years  old  with  his 
father  and  brother.  The  voyage,  made  on  a  sailing  vessel,  as  this  was  before 
the  introduction  of  ocean  steamships,  took  about  three  months.  Young 
Leflay’s  first  industrial  occupation  was  at  rafting  cordwood  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  river.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Florida,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  despatch  courier  in  the  desperate  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  which 
broke  out  in  1835,  and  remained  in  the  service  five  years.  He  then  came  to 
Galena,  Ill.,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  took  part  in  expelling  the 
Mormons  from  Nauvoo.  He  came  from  Galena  up  the  Mississippi  and  Chip¬ 
pewa  in  the  fall  with  supplies,  and  was  engaged  winters  in  cutting  pine 
timber,  which  was  rafted  to  Galena  and  sold.  During  those  early  days  he 
had  many  exciting  experiences  and  at  one  time  he  aided  in  the  government 
survey  of  the  Northwest  under  John  C.  Fremont,  the  “Pathfinder.”  In 
1852  Mr.  Leflay  came  to  Pepin  county  and,  after  working  some  time  at  lum¬ 
bering  and  other  pioneer  occupations,  he  took  up  farming  in  Hicks  valley, 
Pepin  township,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  1862,  when  he  moved  into  the 
village  and  for  a  few  years  acted  as  mail  carrier.  He  then  bought  another 
farm  in  Pepin  township,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death  in  1879.  During 
the  time  of  the  Sioux  massacre,  in  1862,  Mr.  Leflay  was  appointed  by  the 
state  as  captain  of  the  home  guards,  which  he  recruited  and  drilled,  pre¬ 
paring  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise.  Mr.  Leflay  married  Mary  Ann 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1823  and  who  died  in  1893.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased  except  Lawrence  B. 

Lawrence  B.  Leflay,  proprietor  of  an  up-to-date  blacksmith  shop  in  the 
village  of  Pepin,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  village,  May  25,  1855,  son  of 
David  and  Mary  Ann  (Wheeler)  Leflay.  He  was  educated  in  the  graded 
school  of  the  village  and  for  a  number  of  years  assisted  his  father  in  farm¬ 
ing,  of  which  business  he  acquired  a  good  practical  knowledge.  Preferring 
some  other  occupation,  however,  at  the  age  of  21  he  took  up  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged,  except  for  a  brief  period  during 
three  summers,  when,  as  part  owner,  he  worked  on  a  steamboat  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  His  shop  in  the  village  is  well  equipped  with  modern 
machinery,  enabling  him  to  turn  out  all  kinds  of  work  in  connection  with  his 
trade,  and  he  is  well  established  and  doing  a  good  business.  One  of  Pepin’s 
substantial  and  respected  citizens,  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  village 
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board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and  a  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Leflay  was  married.  May  19,  1884,  to  Hyly 
Holden,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  county  in  1862,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda 
Holden.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Pepin 
township  about  1854,  taking  land  on  which  they  farmed  for  a  number  of 
years.  They  then  went  to  Iowa,  where  they  remained  four  or  five  years, 
after  which  they  returned  to  Pepin  village,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Their  daughter  Hyly  (Mrs.  Leflay)  was  educated 
in  Pepin  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leflay  are  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
John,  residing  at  home ;  Lida,  who  lives  at  Cedar  Rapids,  la. ;  Kay,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  the  Saskatchewan  valley,  Canada ;  Jay,  who  is  on  a 
farm  in  Canada ;  Hazel,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Iowa ;  Calvin,  a  soldier 
in  the  United  States  army ;  Marvin  and  Lawrence,  who  are  residing  at  home, 
and  Lila,  who  married  Art  Adams  and  lives  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Leflay  is 
affiliated  fraternally  with  the  Woodmen’s  Camp  at  Pepin.  As  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  any  project  calculated  to  benefit 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  he  and  his  family  are  widely  known 
and  respected. 

Oscar  K.  Anderson,  who  is  numbered  among  the  thriving  agriculturists 
of  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  residing  in  section  27,  was  born  in  Nerike, 
Sweden,  June  14, 1860,  son  of  Victor  and  Annie  Anderson,  who  were  natives 
of  the  same  locality.  As  immigrants  in  Wisconsin  in  1875,  they  settled  in 
this  township  on  farm  land,  which  they  improved,  erecting  better  buildings 
and  putting  in  a  good  equipment.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1903,  but  the 
father  is  still  living  and  resides  with  his  son,  Oscar  K.  The  latter  in  his 
boyhood  attended  school  in  Pepin  township.  At  the  age  of  15  he  began 
working  out  on  farms,  but  later  became  a  brakeman  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railroad.  After  some  years  of  railroad  work  he  returned  from  Canada 
to  Pepin  county,  and  having  saved  money,  wisely  invested  it  in  land,  turn¬ 
ing  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  In  this  independent  occupa¬ 
tion  he  has  made  a  success  and  is  doing  a  good  business  as  a  general  farmer. 
He  has  160  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  in  addition  to  its  operation,  which 
takes  up  most  of  his  time,  he  owns  and  operates  a  grain  threshing-machine. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Anderson  for  nineteen  years  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pepin  town  board  and  nearly  all  this  time  has  been  its  chairman. 
By  virtue  of  this  office  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  county  board,  on  which 
he  has  done  good  work.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  was  married,  June  6, 1886,  to  Emma 
Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  daughter  of  Erick  and  Carolina  Peter¬ 
son,  and  who  came  to  America  when  about  20  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Mabel,  Henry,  Eddie  and  Mer¬ 
ritt.  Mabel  is  now  the  wife  of  Lawrence  Bloomquist,  a  farmer,  and  has  one 
child,  Vivian;  Henry,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Maiden  Rock  township.  Pierce 
county,  married  Anna  Magnuson  and  has  one  child,  James  Gordon;  Eddie 
resides  at  home,  while  Merritt  is  abroad  in  the  United  States  service.  Mr. 
Anderson  and  his  family  occupy  a  high  social  position  in  Pepin  township — 
a  position  based  on  character  and  achievement.  Through  enterprise  and 
industry,  backed  by  steady  habits  and  intelligence,  he  has  attained  pros- 
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perity,  and  his  service  as  a  public  official  has  been  efficient  and  marked  by 
a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  an  attitude  appreciated 
by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Pearley  W.  Hill,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  6, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lamoille  county,  Vermont, 
Dec.  7, 1862,  son  of  Charles  Wesley  and  Elvira  (Whitney)  Hill.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  that  state,  where  the  mother  died  in  1872.  Charles  W. 
Hill  subsequently  (about  1873)  married  Mrs.  Martha  Ellen  Keys,  widow  of 
John  Keys,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Ellen  Macumber.  In  1878 
they  came  west,  locating  at  Rock  Elm  Center,  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin. 
After  a  four  years’  residence  there  they  returned  east  and  lived  for  two 
years  in  Connecticut.  Then  again  coming  west,  they  settled  at  Boyd,  Chip¬ 
pewa  county,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Hill  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith  for 
about  three  years.  After  that  he  resided  in  Elmwood,  where  he  died  in 
1913.  Pearley  W.  Hill  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five  children.  He  at¬ 
tended  district  school  in  Vermont  and  afterwards  Jericho  Academy,  at 
Jericho,  that  state,  but  began  industrial  life  at  an  early  age,  being  bound 
out  when  ten  years  old  to  Rolin  C.  Lincoln,  a  farmer  of  Jericho.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  he  removed  from  Vermont  to  Connecticut,  where  he  lived 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  coming  west  in  1881.  Locating  at  Boyd,  Wis.,  with 
his  father  and  step-mother,  he  there  worked  out  for  others  and  afterwards 
was  thus  employed  at  Rock  Elm  Center.  In  1883  he  bought  his  present 
farm,  onto  which  he  moved  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1892  and  has 
since  spent  his  time  in  improving  it  and  cultivating  the  soil.  As  very  little 
had  been  done  to  it  when  it  came  into  his  possession,  the  improvements  are 
nearly  all  his  own  and  are  of  modern  type.  As  a  general  farmer  he  has 
been  successful  and  is  doing  a  good  business.  He  is  breeding  up  in  Guern¬ 
sey  cattle,  and  also  keeps  hogs,  sheep  and  Emden  geese,  from  all  of  which 
he  derives  a  profit.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery, 
the  Telephone  Company  and  the  Woodman  Hall  Company  of  Arkansaw. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Beavers,  Royal  Neighbors  and  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America;  also  to  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge  at  Arkansaw.  He  has 
been  school  clerk  for  twelve  years,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Hill 
was  first  married,  May  11,  1892,  to  Hannah  Gushelbauer,  who  was  born  in 
Austria,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Gushelbauer.  Her  parents  settled 
in  Pepin  county  about  1880  and  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Gushelbauer  is 
now  living  in  Dunn  county  and  is  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died  May  7, 
1902.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Hannah  Hill,  died  May  7,  1902,  as  the  result 
of  a  sad  accident,  and  in  1904  Mr.  Hill  married  for  his  second  wife  Susie 
George,  also  a  native  of  Austria,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Annie  George. 
Her  parents  are  both  living  and  are  farming  people  in  Todd  county,  Min¬ 
nesota.  Mr.  Hill  has  had  fourteen  children,  those  of  his  first  marriage 
being  as  follows :  Emma,  residing  at  home ;  Ruth,  wife  of  Henry  J.  Meix- 
ner,  of  Arkansaw,  Wis. ;  George,  who  met  a  tragical  fate,  being  burned  to 
death  at  the  age  of  6  years  with  his  mother;  Laura,  residing  at  home; 
Mamie,  who  died  when  about  ten  years  old ;  and  Nellie,  residing  at  home. 
The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are:  Edna,  who  died  in  1916,  and 
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Andrew,  Helen,  Harriet,  Clarence,  Lucy,  Grace  and  Vera,  all  residing  at 
home. 

George  Wohlforth,  who  is  pursuing  an  agricultural  career  with  profita¬ 
ble  results  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  his  residence  being  located  in 
section  15,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  1,  1859,  son  of  Weigand  and  Kuni- 
gunda  Wohlforth.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  1830,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  village  officer. 
He  died  Dec.  31,  1903.  The  mother,  born  in  1833,  died  June  24,  1910. 
George  Wohlforth  went  to  school  in  the  village  of  Neushaus,  Saxondorf. 
He  worked  at  farming,  both  for  his  father  and  others,  until  October,  1882, 
when  he  came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Pepin  township.  Here,  after 
working  on  farms  for  awhile,  he  bought  100  acres  of  land  and  began  agri¬ 
cultural  operations  on  his  own  account.  He  has  now  260  acres  in  Pepin 
township,  and  also  owns  160  acres  in  North  Dakota,  having  had  a  very 
successful  career — the  result  of  enterprise  and  well  directed  industry.  He 
cleared  and  made  valuable  improvements  on  his  place,  which  is  now  in  fine 
condition.  Mr.  Wohlforth  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  is  inde¬ 
pendent  in  his  political  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen’s 
Camp  at  Pepin.  Mr.  Wohlforth  was  married,  April  24,  1882,  to  Margaret 
Gorle,  a  native  of  Germany,  where  she  was  educated,  attending  village 
school.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children :  George, 
a  farmer  in  Pepin  township,  who  married  Emma  Schader  West ;  Margaret, 
who  is  now  living  in  St.  Paul ;  John,  who  married  Julia  Fleming  and  is  farm¬ 
ing  in  Pepin  township;  Emma,  residing  in  St.  Paul;  Mary,  of  La  Crosse, 
Wis. ;  William  and  Henry,  who  reside  at  home  with  their  parents,  and  Min¬ 
nie,  deceased. 

Ludie  Anderson,  who,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  William  and  his 
sister  Anna,  is  operating  the  old  Anderson  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  5, 
Stockholm  township,  Pepin  county,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  other  agricul¬ 
tural  property,  was  born  in  this  township,  Sept.  7,  1884,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Christina  (Carlson)  Anderson.  The  parents  were  born  in  Varmland, 
Sweden,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Stockholm  township, 
Andrew  Anderson  taking  up  a  homestead  here  when  the  township  was  a 
part  of  the  primeval  forest,  and  the  Indians,  of  whom  there  were  plenty, 
were  almost  the  sole  inhabitants.  He  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  but  a  year  old.  His  wife  was  left  alone  with  many  a  heavy  burden 
and  six  small  children  to  care  for.  The  two  first  children  died  in  their 
infancy.  Those  living  are:  Elmer,  William,  Oscar,  Clarence,  Ludie  and 
Anna.  Elmer  is  farming  in  Beach,  N.  D. ;  Clarence  is  in  Crookston,  Minn., 
and  Oscar  is  living  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  on  his  Uncle  Carlson’s  farm, 
which  he  bought.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Christina  Anderson,  passed  away  July 
16,  1913,  after  a  life  spent  in  the  faithful  performance  of  duty.  Ludie 
Anderson  was  educated  in  district  school  No.  2  in  Stockholm  township.  He 
remained  on  the  homestead  until  attaining  his  majority  and  then  went 
to  North  Dakota,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  under  the 
homestead  law.  This  land  he  sold,  after  improving  it,  and  then  returned 
to  Stockholm  township,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  operating  the 
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home  farm  with  his  brother  and  sister,  as  already  mentioned.  He  also 
owns  160  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  home  estate.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  keeping  Durham  cattle,  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Stockholm 
Creamery  and  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  Ludie  and  William 
Anderson  are  among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Stockholm 
township.  Their  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  all  its  branches  is  of  a  prac¬ 
tical  kind  and  their  operations  are  being  rewarded  by  good  financial  returns. 
In  1914  Ludie  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ellen  Bergstrom, 
who  was  bom  in  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Erik  and  Carin 
Bergstrom,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Sweden.  She  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  in  Pierce  county,  and  is  a  worthy  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
well  skilled  in  all  the  domestic  duties  pertaining  to  farm  life.  They  have 
one  child,  Corinne,  who  was  born  July  3,  1916.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Lund,  Pepin  township,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  is  a  Republican. 

Thomas  Carpenter,  familiarly  known  as  “Tom  Carpenter,”  is  a  well- 
known  and  popular  citizen  of  Stockholm  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  dairy  farming  in  section  7.  Ha  was  born  in  this  township, 
May  25,  1882,  son  of  Charles  and  Martha  (Quiner)  Carpenter.  His  parents 
were  natives  respectively  of  Orange  county,  New  York,  and  Concord,  Ind. 
Charles  Carpenter  was  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  township,  arriv¬ 
ing  here  as  early  as  1857.  The  principal  occupations  at  that  time  were 
farming,  lumbering  and  river  navigation,  and  of  these  he  chose  the  first 
mentioned,  securing  a  tract  of  land  which  he  subsequently  improved  into  a 
good  farm.  The  early  years  were  full  of  hard  labor,  for  there  was  pioneer 
work  to  be  done  in  clearing  the  land  and  breaking  the  soil,  in  addition  to 
its  subsequent  cultivation.  For  years  the  Indians  were  the  principal  neigh¬ 
bors  and  frequent  visitors,  usually  calling  without  the  formality  of  an  invi¬ 
tation,  and  although  they  were  not  always  welcome,  Mr.  Carpenter  had  the 
prudence  to  treat  them  in  a  friendly  way.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the 
town  board  and  was  locally  prominent  in  other  ways.  As  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district  he  aided  in  providing  such  educational  facilities 
for  the  younger  generation  as  were  then  possible,  and  his  public  service  in 
whatever  capacity  was  marked  by  an  earnest  and  progressive  spirit.  In 
short,  he  was  one  of  the  men  who  laid  the  foundation  of  Stockholm  town¬ 
ship’s  present  prosperity.  His  death  occurred  Sept.  27,  1882.  His  wife 
is  still  living  at  Plainview,  Minn.  Thomas  Carpenter  learned  his  “a,  b,  c,” 
and  absorbed  a  fairly  adequate  knowledge  of  the  “three  Rs”  in  district 
school  No.  2,  Stockholm  township.  At  an  early  age  he  was  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  agriculture  on  his  father’s  farm  and  began  working  for 
other  farmers  when  15  years  old.  He  was  thus  employed  until  1903,  when 
he  started  out  as  an  independent  farmer  in  Plainview,  Minn.,  where  he 
remained  until  1909.  Then  he  returned  to  his  native  state  and  township 
and  bought  the  old  home  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  7.  This  he  has 
equipped  as  a  modern  dairy  farm  and  is  following  the  dairy  industry  along 
approved  lines  and  with  good  financial  returns,  being  also  a  shareholder  in 
the  Stockholm  Creamery.  The  Modern  Woodmen’s  Lodge  at  Stockholm 
numbers  him  among  its  active  members,  while  in  national  politics  he 
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adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  For  fourteen  years 
Mr.  Carpenter  has  shared  the  joys  and  responsibilities  of  domestic  life  with 
his  wife  Mamie,  whose  family  name  was  Allen.  She  was  born  in  Kellogg, 
Minn.,  daughter  of  C.  E.  and  Ella  (Evans)  Allen,  and  in  her  girlhood 
attended  school  there.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carpenter:  Doris,  Ruth,  Ralph  and  Linden,  all  bright  children,  giving 
promise  of  future  usefulness.  The  family  stands  high  in  reputation  and 
are  numbered  among  the  substantial  people  of  Stockholm  township. 

Arthur  Henry  Kelly,  proprietor  of  a  fine  stock  and  poultry  farm  in 
section  2,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  the  old  Kelly  homestead  estab¬ 
lished  by  his  father,  was  born  on  this  place  Sept.  24,  1882,  son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (Martin)  Kelly.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Eng¬ 
land  respectively.  Michael  Kelly,  after  coming  to  this  country  in  1852  and 
settling  in  Wisconsin,  worked  thirteen  years  as  a  sawyer  for  Carson  & 
Rand.  Then,  seeking  a  more  independent  career,  he  bought  the  land  where 
his  son  Arthur  now  lives  and  began  to  develop  a  farm.  His  dwelling  at  that 
early  period,  though  only  a  small  frame  house,  was  superior  to  those  of 
most  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  who  usually  lived  in  log  cabins,  and  it  was, 
moreover,  the  first  frame  building  in  this  locality.  At  that  time  there  were 
no  roads  in  the  vicinity  and  communication  between  the  settlers  was  diffi¬ 
cult.  The  land  he  bought  was  thickly  covered  with  virgin  timber,  which 
kept  his  axe  busy  for  many  a  winter  before  he  had  the  farm  cleared.  It 
contained  107  acres,  all  valuable  land,  and  is  situated  on  the  Dunn-Pepin 
county  line.  Here  he  resided  until  his  death,  Oct.  25,  1915.  He  had  been 
a  very  active  man,  not  only  as  farmer  but  as  a  participant  in  the  affairs 
of  local  government,  serving  as  assessor  for  a  number  of  years,  as  school 
clerk  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  having  been  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
district,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Eau  Galle, 
of  which  he  was  a  trustee.  For  a  number  of  years  he  also  looked  after  the 
cemetery  there.  His  wife  is  now  residing  on  the  farm  with  her  son  Arthur. 
Arthur  H.  Kelly  was  the  seventh  born  of  his  parents’  ten  children.  In  his 
boyhood  he  attended  district  school  No.  3  in  Waterville  township,  and  also 
a  school  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county.  He  became  active  on  his  parents’ 
farm  at  the  age  of  14  years,  learning  all  the  details  of  agricultural  work, 
including  stock  raising,  and  since  1900  has  been  the  sole  manager.  He  is 
now  operating  it  as  a  general  stock  farm,  of  which  branch  of  farm  work 
he  has  made  a  specialty,  and  has  fitted  up  his  place  with  modern  barns 
and  all  conveniences  for  this  purpose.  He  is  breeding  up  in  Holstein  cat¬ 
tle,  having  a  number  of  full-blooded  animals,  and  also  breeds  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs,  Oxford  sheep,  Rhode  Island  Red  chickens  and  Mammoth  Bronze 
turkeys.  His  poultry  interests  are  an  important  branch  of  his  business, 
and  by  careful  study  and  management  he  has  made  it  a  profitable  one. 
His  enterprise  in  these  various  directions  has  met  with  its  due  reward, 
and  Mr.  Kelly  now  ranks  among  the  leading  stock  farmers  and  poultrymen 
of  this  locality,  and  also  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  his  town¬ 
ship.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Eau  Galle,  and  in 
politics  is  independent.  His  business  interests  occupying  his  whole  time, 
he  has  taken  no  active  part  in  public  affairs.  So  far  he  has  not  married. 
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William  Edmunds  Plummer,  who  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Durand 
on  Wednesday,  July  10,  1918,  was  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  who  had  had  a 
successful  career,  both  as  a  business  man  and  as  one  of  the  leading  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Pepin  county  bar.  He  was  born  in  Durand,  April  10,  1861,  son 
of  Judge  S.  L.  Plummer  and  Eunice  Craig  Belknap,  who  were  descendants 
of  early  New  England  settlers.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  parents  moved 
from  Durand  to  a  Dead  Lake  Prairie  farm,  where  he  grew  up  and  attended 
the  district  school.  Later  he  became  a  student  at  the  Valparaiso  Uni¬ 
versity.  With  a  natural  talent  for  the  law,  he  graduated  easily  from  the 
Law  Department  of  the  State  University.  He  then  established  an  office 
in  Durand,  where  for  thirty  years  he  enjoyed  a  good  practice.  In  1882,  in 
company  with  his  father,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Arkan- 
saw,  retaining  an  interest  in  the  same  until  1904.  His  marked  ability  and 
agreeable  personality  made  their  due  impress  on  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
from  time  to  time  elected  him  to  various  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust, 
including  those  of  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  county  clerk,  district  attorney, 
county  judge  and  member  of  assembly,  in  all  of  which  he  made  a  good 
record.  The  office  of  district  attorney  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Few  citizens  of  the  county  had  more  loyal  friends  and  admirers,  and  his 
demise  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  57  years  was  an  event  that  caused 
widespread  sorrow.  Mr.  Plummer  was  married,  June  24,  1890,  to  Rose 
Oesterreicher,  of  Durand,  Wis.,  who  survives  him.  To  them  were  born 
five  children:  Winifred  (Mrs.  Nat  Ward);  a  son  who  died  in  infancy; 
Harold,  now  serving  with  the  American  forces  in  France,  being  a  member 
of  the  famous  32d  division  and  in  the  first  troop  of  American  soldiers  to 
fight  on  German  soil;  Clara,  and  Marguerite.  The  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were:  Forrest,  of  Arkansaw;  Mary  (Mrs. 
Walter  Anderson) ,  of  Arkansaw ;  Frank,  formerly  of  Arkansaw  but  now 
deceased;  David,  of  Downing;  Arthur,  of  Arkansaw;  Carrie  (Mrs.  B.  L. 
Milliren) ,  of  Pepin ;  Lillie  (Mrs.  Frank  Rounds) ,  now  deceased ;  and  Lane, 
of  River  Falls.  The  five  first  mentioned  were  older  and  the  last  three 
younger  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Englebert  Oesterreicher,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  honored 
residents  of  the  city  of  Durand,  Pepin  county,  in  the  development  of  which 
he  has  taken  a  leading  part,  both  as  business  man  and  public  official,  but 
who  is  now  living  practically  retired,  was  born  in  Austria,  Oct.  8,  1840. 
Educated  in  his  native  land,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  locating  at  once  in  Durand,  where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business 
with  Philo  Barton,  the  partnership  lasting  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Barton 
in  1888.  Mr.  Oesterreicher  then  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
in  which,  in  1890,  his  son  Anton  became  associated  with  him,  the  style  of 
the  firm  then  becoming  E.  Oesterreicher  &  Son.  About  this  time  Mr. 
Oesterreicher  engaged  the  buying  and  shipping  of  livestock,  his  son  in 
the  meanwhile  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  meat  market.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  livestock  business  until  1905,  in  which  year  he  retired  from 
it  on  account  of  ill  health.  In  1893  he  erected  the  modern  brick  block  in 
Durand  which  still  bears  his  name,  but  which  he  sold  in  1916.  He  still  owns, 
however,  considerable  property  in  Durand.  Mr.  Oesterreicher’s  public 
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career  began  many  years  ago.  He  was  one  of  the  first  aldermen  of  Durand 
village,  and  the  third  mayor  of  the  city  of  Durand.  In  1893  he  was  again 
elected  mayor  and  was  also  several  times  a  member  of  the  city  council. 
During  his  administration  as  mayor  in  1889  Durand,  through  his  efforts, 
became  possessed  of  her  first  fire-engine.  For  several  years  also  he  was 
a  member  of  the  county  board,  during  which  period  he  took  an  active  part 
in  having  the  first  bridge  constructed  across  the  Chippewa  river  at  Durand. 
He  also  served  a  good  many  years  as  president  of  the  school  board.  In 
1884,  when  the  first  Catholic  church  was  built,  Mr.  Oesterreicher  lent  his 
aid  and  influence  to  the  cause,  advancing  some  of  the  necessary  funds.  The 
great  fire  in  Durand  in  1881  swept  away  all  his  property,  but  with  char¬ 
acteristic  enterprise  he  immediately  built  a  new  meat  market,  his  store 
being  the  first  erected  after  the  fire.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
county  seat  fight,  and  his  aid  and  influence  were  potent  factors  in  having 
the  county  seat  restored  to  Durand  after  it  had  been  for  some  time  located 
at  Arkansaw,  a  less  convenient  place.  Mr.  Oesterreicher  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand,  and  was  its  first  vice- 
president,  an  office  in  which  he  still  continues.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  for 
the  most  part,  his  career  has  been  one  of  intense  activity  and  has  been 
intimately  connected  with  the  growth  of  the  city.  In  public  life,  as  in 
business,  he  was  always  conscientious,  and  was  in  almost  everything  re¬ 
markably  clear-sighted.  The  respect  in  which  he  is  now  held  is  a  well- 
earned  tribute  to  his  character  and  is  shared  in  by  practically  all  of  those 
who  in  times  past  may  have  been  his  political  opponents.  Mr.  Oesterreicher 
was  married  in  Austria,  Feb.  16,  1863,  to  Julia  Frasl,  who  died  in  Durand, 
Dec.  22,  1915.  On  Feb.  16,  1914,  they  had  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oesterreicher: 
Anton,  Mary,  Louise,  Rose,  Pauline,  Englebert,  Jr.,  and  Wilhelmina,  whose 
record  is  briefly  as  follows:  Anton,  who  was  born  Jan.  1,  1864,  is  now  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Central  Meat  Market  in  Durand.  He  is  married  and  has 
five  children,  Mary,  Lucy,  Elena,  Inglebert  and  Anton,  Jr.  Mary,  born 
March  7,  1866,  married  Frank  E.  Horner,  and  died  in  1898,  leaving  two 
children,  Frank  and  William.  Louise,  born  Aug.  10,  1868,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Theodore  Zeisinger,  a  hardware  merchant  at  Cornell,  Wis.  Rose,  born 
May  22,  1872,  is  the  widow  of  W.  E.  Plummer,  who  died  July  10,  1918. 
Their  children  were:  Winifred,  now  Mrs.  Nat  Ward;  William,  deceased; 
Harold  L.,  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  First  U.  S.  army  under  General  Pershing ; 
Clara,  and  Marguerite.  Pauline,  born  Sept.  16,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Nicklas,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Durand,  and  has  three  children,  Esther, 
Henry,  Jr.,  and  John.  Englebert,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  29,  1884,  is  now  residing  at 
Truckee,  Calif.,  a  special  policeman  in  the  employ  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad.  He  married  Mabel  Clark  and  has  two  children,  Marie  and  Winni- 
fred.  Wilhelmina,  born  Jan.  7,  1886,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ford,  of 
Genoa  Junction,  Wis.,  where  they  have  a  drug  store,  and  has  two  children, 
Leigh  and  Emmet. 

Nicholas  Bowman,  a  pioneer  whose  name  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  development  of  Round  Hill,  in  Waterville  township,  was  born  in  Havre 
de  Grace,  France,  in  November,  1827.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Gun- 
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stett,  Alsace,  France,  and  in  the  fall  of  1827  set  out  for  America,  but  failing 
to  make  connections  with  the  boat,  were  obliged  to  winter  at  Havre  de 
Grace,  continuing  their  voyage  the  following  spring.  For  nine  years  they 
lived  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  coming  westward  to  Ohio  in  1837,  and  to  Racine, 
Wis.,  in  1840.  Nicholas  Bowman  attended  the  public  schools  of  New  York, 
Ohio  and  Wisconsin.  As  a  young  man  he  helped  to  construct  and  put  in 
operation  the  first  factory  of  the  J.  I.  Case  Thresher  Company  at  Racine, 
a  plant  which  at  that  time  required  only  a  three-horse  treadpower  to  operate 
all  its  machinery.  From  Racine,  Mr.  Bowman  went  to  East  Troy,  in  the 
same  state,  where  he  built  and  put  in  operation  a  small  cabinet  factory. 
In  1857  he  brought  his  family  to  Pepin  county  and  purchased  land  at  Round 
Hill,  in  Waterville  township.  This  tract,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Chippewa 
River,  became  a  famous  center  as  the  Round  Hill  landing.  Upon  his  arrival 
here  he  built  a  shanty  from  lumber  which  he  purchased  from  a  mill  further 
up  the  river  and  rafted  down  to  his  landing.  The  succeeding  years  were 
busy  ones  and  his  activities  many.  One  of  his  first  ventures  was  to  erect 
a  sawmill,  for  which  he  had  to  bring  the  boiler  and  engine  up  the  Chippewa 
River  on  a  keel  boat.  He  also  put  up  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  in  the  mill 
and  shop  got  out  all  the  woodwork  and  ironwork  used  in  constructing  the 
first  famous  Round  Hill  booms,  used  by  the  Beef  Slough  Lumber  Company. 
The  lumber  for  the  first  schoolhouse  in  his  district  was  also  sawed  at  this 
mill.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  started  operating  a  ferry  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  river,  the  first  team  ferry  across  the  Chippewa  below  Eau  Claire. 
The  trail  north  and  south  was  improved  and  Round  Hill  became  a  center 
of  travel,  Mr.  Bowman  opening  his  home  to  such  travelers  as  desired  food 
and  lodging.  Later  when  steamboats  began  to  ply  the  Chippewa  his 
warehouse  was  the  point  of  distribution  for  all  supplies  for  Dead  Lake, 
Arkansaw  and  vicinity.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Bowman  had  been  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  farming.  He  added  to  his  original  holdings  from 
time  to  time  until  he  owned  the  present  Round  Hill  farm,  and  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  this  tract  he  devoted  his  latter  years  almost  exclusively.  Mr. 
Bowman  took  an  active  interest  in  whatever  was  for  the  good  of  his  town 
and  county.  The  cemetery  at  Round  Hill  is  located  on  land  which  he  pre¬ 
sented.  All  in  all,  his  was  a  useful  life,  a  betterment  to  the  community, 
and  his  death,  Nov.  10,  1880,  was  long  and  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Bow¬ 
man  was  married,  Oct.  12,  1847,  to  Olive  Kees,  who  was  born  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  July  3,  1829,  and  came  to  East  Troy,  Walworth  county, 
Wis.,  in  1844.  She  took  an  active  part  in  all  community  and  church  work 
arid  was  a  kind  arid  loving  mother,  an  affectionate  wife  and  a  good  neigh¬ 
bor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman  were  blessed  with  four  children:  Jerome  C., 
C.  Evangeline,  Martha  M.  and  N.  Walter.  Jerome  C.  died  in  infancy.  C. 
Evangeline  is  the  wife  of  John  McMahon,  of  Frankfort  township,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Erie  D.,  John  N.,  Nathan  A.  and  Walter  O.  Martha  M. 
is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Bachelder,  of  Hastings,  Fla.,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Frank  J.,  Clara  H.  and  Ada.  N.  Walter,  a  leading  business  man  of 
Durand,  married  Belle  Barber,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Cecelia  A.  (Dick¬ 
son)  Barber;  two  children  were  born  to  them,  Dorothy  C.  and  Mildred  O. 
Mildred  0.  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
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N.  Walter  Bowman,  of  the  firm  of  Bowman  &  McMahon,  Durand,  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Round  Hill,  Waterville  Township,  April  18, 
1866,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Olive  (Kees)  Bowman,  the  pioneers.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  district  school  of  his  neighborhood  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  Durand.  His  father  dying  when  young  Walter,  as  he 
was  called,  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  upon  him  and  his  mother  fell  the 
responsibility  of  operating  the  farm,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  as 
he  grew  to  manhood,  being  especially  interested  in  stock  and  dairy  farm¬ 
ing.  While  still  on  the  farm,  and  having  scarcely  attained  his  majority, 
he  took  several  contracts  for  rafting  lumber  from  Round  Hill  to  Alma, 
and  on  each  contract  achieved  a  success,  both  for  his  employers  and  for 
himself.  In  1893,  after  his  mother’s  death,  he  rented  the  home  farm, 
and  came  to  Durand,  where  for  two  years  he  was  local  agent  for  the  White 
Sewing  Machine  Co.  On  Sept.  25,  1895,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
J.  W.  Schur,  and  engaged  in  well  drilling  and  the  sale  of  windmills,  pumps, 
and  supplies.  In  1905,  he  bought  out  the  Schur  interests,  and  immediately 
sold  a  partnership  to  N.  A.  McMahon,  the  firm  assuming  its  present  name. 
Busy  as  Mr.  Bowman  has  been  in  developing  his  splendid  business,  he  has 
not  been  unmindful  of  other  aspects  of  life.  As  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  from  the  first  ward  of  Durand,  his  business  judgment  and  wide 
acquaintance  was  a  valuable  asset  in  county  affairs.  As  a  member  of  the 
Library  Board  for  many  years  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  of  that  institution.  His  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  city  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  president  five  years  of  the  Business  Men’s 
Association  and  is  still  an  active  member.  Mr.  Bowman  was  married, 
Nov.  2,  1896,  to  Belle  Barber,  daughter  of  Henry  W  and  Cecelia  A. 
(Dickson)  Barber,  who  like  his  own  family  were  among  the  earliest  pio¬ 
neers.  She  was  born  on  the  farm  of  her  parents  in  Frankfort  Township, 
this  county,  July  18,  1865,  attended  the  district  schools  of  her  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  the  High  school  of  Durand,  and  became  a  teacher,  teaching  in 
Pepin  County  with  marked  success  and  efficiency  for  eleven  years,  four 
of  which  were  spent  in  the  city  schools  of  Durand.  Since  her  marriage, 
she  has  retained  her  interest  in  educational  and  welfare  work,  serving 
two  years  as  president  of  the  “Parent-Teacher  Association”  of  Durand, 
and  as  chairman  of  Child  Welfare  for  Pepin  County.  She  has  taken  an 
active  and  untiring  part  in  Red  Cross  work,  and  in  club  work,  having 
been  president  of  the  Woman’s  Federated  Travel  Club  of  Durand  two 
years,  and  serving  at  the  present  time  as  vice  president  of  the  Tenth 
District  Auxiliary  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Woman’s  Clubs.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowman  have  had  two  daughters,  Dorothy  C.  born  July  23,  1905, 
and  Mildred  O.,  born  Sept.  12,  1907,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1908. 

The  Bowman  residence,  recently  completed,  is  one  of  the  finest  homes 
in  Durand.  It  is  situated  on  a  commanding  site,  at  the  corner  of  Third 
Avenue  and  West  Prospect  Street,  surrounded  by  a  spacious  lawn.  Its 
lower  story  is  of  rough  brown  brick  and  the  upper  story  of  light  stucco, 
the  whole  being  ornamented  with  light  cement  trimmings.  The  garage  is 
of  corresponding  construction.  The  residence,  of  the  best  architectural 
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design,  is  thoroughly  modern  throughout,  and  reflects  the  good  taste  and 
home  loving  characteristics  of  its  owners. 

Bowman  &  McMahon  have  the  leading  industrial  organization  in  Du¬ 
rand,  the  firm  consisting  of  N.  Walter  Bowman  and  N.  A.  McMahon.  The 
firm  was  founded  in  September,  1895,  by  N.  Walter  Bowman  and  J.  W. 
Schur,  the  latter  being  succeeded  by  N.  A.  McMahon  in  1905.  The 
business  was  first  conducted  in  Mr.  Schur’s  barn.  Later  a  building  was 
rented  from  Jacob  Fritz,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Peoples  Store.  In  1900 
the  firm  purchased  a  lot,  and  erected  the  present  building,  a  brick  veneer 
block,  50  by  80  feet,  two  full  stories  and  a  basement,  giving  1,200  sq.  ft. 
floor  space,  fully  equipped  with  all  modern  appliances,  such  as  heating 
plant,  water  works  and  the  like.  The  firm  handles  pumps,  windmills,  gaso¬ 
line  engines,  water  supplies,  buggies,  wagons,  Edison  phonographs,  sewing 
machines,  automobiles,  and  many  other  articles,  and  issues  a  large  cata¬ 
logue  to  enlighten  its  constantly  increasing  customers  at  a  distance.  Its 
well  drilling  business  is  the  largest  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Eight  well 
drilling  machines  are  in  use,  operated  by  skilled  mechanics  to  the  number 
of  some  25,  and  wells  are  drilled  in  Pepin,  Pierce,  Buffalo,  Trempeauleau, 
Eau  Claire,  Dunn,  Chippewa,  St.  Croix  and  Jackson  Counties  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  in  Winona,  Wabasha  and  Goodhue  Counties  in  Minnesota. 
The  story  of  the  growth  of  this  department  of  the  business  is  most  inter¬ 
esting.  When  Mr.  Bowman  first  started  putting  in  wells,  the  wells  were 
driven  by  a  sledge  by  manual  labor,  and  where  rock  or  a  hard  formation 
was  encountered,  a  churn  drill  was  raised  by  a  rope,  operated  by  hand. 
In  this  early  work  of  drilling  by  hand,  Mr.  Bowman  concluded  that  there 
must  be  an  easier  and  faster  way  of  drilling  wells  than  by  manual  labor. 
So  he  scoured  the  country  for  the  best  drilling  machine  that  was  manu¬ 
factured  at  that  time,  and  by  incorporating  many  improvements  in  the 
drilling  jack  and  tools,  he  soon  had  one  of  the  most  perfect  drilling  ma¬ 
chines  in  western  Wisconsin.  As  the  demand  for  his  wells  increased, 
other  machines  were  added,  resulting  in  the  present  extensive  equipment. 
The  work  of  this  firm  in  supplying  farmers,  cities  and  manufacturing 
plants  with  pure  flowing  water  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  development  of  this  region,  and  has  given  a  decided  impetus  to 
agricultural  endeavor. 

Henry  W.  Barber,  one  of  the  notable  pioneers  of  Frankfort  township, 
Pepin  county,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  township’s  leading  citizens, 
was  born  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  Feb.  7,  1828,  and  was  there 
reared  to  the  age  of  eighteen.  From  there  he  went  to  Westfield, 
Chautauqua  county,  in  the  same  state.  He  taught  school  for  a  short  time, 
but  in  1855  determined  to  seek  the  broader  opportunities  of  a  newer  coun¬ 
try.  Upon  reaching  the  Mississippi  River  at  La  Crosse,  he  took  a  steam¬ 
boat  to  Reed’s  Landing,  in  Minnesota,  and  from  there  boarded  a  keel- 
boat  bound  up  the  Chippewa  River.  Landing  at  Frankfort  township,  he 
bought  land  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie  and  started  making  improvements.  To 
this  farm  in  the  spring  of  1858  he  brought  his  bride,  and  shortly  afterward 
erected  a  frame  house,  the  first  frame  house  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie.  When 
he  arrived  there  were  no  roads,  but  merely  trails  through  the  wilderness, 
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the  chief  denizens  of  which  were  Indians  and  wild  animals.  None  of  the 
red  men  actually  resided  in  the  vicinity,  but  parties  of  Sioux  and  Chippewas 
were  almost  constantly  passing  up  and  down  the  Chippewa.  Sometimes 
as  many  as  300  Sioux  would  pass  the  place,  decked  out  in  war  paint  and 
feathers,  on  their  way  to  fight  the  Chippewas.  On  their  return  other  orna¬ 
ments  would  be  in  evidence  in  the  shape  of  scalps  and  fingernails  of  their 
enemies.  Occasionally  a  party  of  the  savages  would  walk  into  the  house 
and  help  themselves  to  flour  and  tobacco.  They  were  quite  a  terror  to  the 
family,  especially  to  Mrs.  Barber,  whose  great-grandmother  was  scalped  by 
Indians  at  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  during  the  “Revolutionary  War.”  In 
time,  however,  the  white  population  increased,  and  the  Indians  ceased  their 
visits,  and  a  prosperous  community  took  the  place  of  the  savage  wilder¬ 
ness.  In  its  development  Mr.  Barber  took  his  full  share.  As  a  man  of 
forceful  character  and  one  of  the  early  arrivals,  he  became  very  prominent 
in  county  and  local  politics.  He  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district 
from  its  organization  untill  his  death ;  in  his  township  he  was  town  super¬ 
visor,  town  chairman  and  justice  of  the  peace;  in  the  county  he  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  county  board,  register  of  deeds  and  clerk  of  court.  After  a  long 
and  useful  life  he  died,  Jan.  12,  1899,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  an 
unblemished  career,  and  his  passing  was  acknowledged  as  a  deep  loss  to 
the  county  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  his  friends.  Henry  W.  Barber 
was  married  at  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  25,  1857,  to  Cecelia  A.  Dickson,  who 
was  born  at  that  place,  Sept.  27,  1831,  daughter  of  Fayette  and  Isabel 
(Rexford)  Dickson.  She  was  of  Colonial,  Revolutionary  and  War  of  1812 
ancestry.  In  1778  her  Great-grandmother  Dickson  was  scdlped  in  the 
Cherry  Valley  (New  York)  massacre,  and  the  son,  Mrs.  Barber’s  grand¬ 
father,  a  lad  of  14  years,  became  a  drummer  boy  in  Washington’s  army. 
Mrs.  Barber  came  west  in  1858  with  her  husband,  endured  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  life  in  the  wilderness,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  social  life  of 
the  community  and  in  church  work.  She  was  a  great  lover  of  nature,  and 
some  of  her  happiest  hours  were  spent  in  the  cultivation  of  flowers.  She 
died  Feb.  19,  1918,  firm  in  her  faith  in  the  life  everlasting.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barber  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Hattie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  11  years ;  Edward  H.,  who  died  in  1898 ;  Belle,  now  Mrs.  N.  W.  Bowman, 
of  Durand,  and  Earl  D.,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm. 

Earl  D.  Barber,  proprietor  of  an  excellent  farm  of  235  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  3,  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  this  township  Sept. 
21,  1869,  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Cecelia  (Dickson)  Barber.  Of  pioneer 
ancestry,  his  early  years  were  not  spent  in  ease  or  luxurious  living,  but  in 
useful  toil  as  soon  as  he  became  strong  enough  to  work.  His  education 
was  not  neglected,  however,  as  he  was  sent  to  the  district  school  and  after¬ 
wards  to  the  high  school  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Barber  has  been  no  rolling 
stone,  but  has  remained  at  home,  for  a  number  of  years  being  his  father’s 
associate  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  father's  death  taking  com¬ 
plete  charge  of  the  estate.  As  a  general  farmer  he  has  achieved  a  decided 
success  and  is  doing  a  profitable  business.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the 
Arkansaw  Creamery  and  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  he  has  served  on  the  school  and  town  boards,  and  he  is  fra- 
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temally  affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows’  and  Beavers’  lodges  at  Arkansaw. 
On  June  18,  1901,  Mr.  Barber  married  Della  L.  Lord,  who  was  born  in 
McLeod  county,  Minnesota,  May  21,  1879,  daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Mary 
M.  (Bennett)  Lord.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  have  been  blessed  with  six 
children:  Edward,  Earl,  Cecil,  George,  Hazel  and  Frances.  Edward  was 
born  July  9, 1903 ;  Earl,  April  1,  1905 ;  Cecil,  Dec.  21,  1906 ;  George,  June  12, 
1911;  Hazel,  April  6,  1913;  and  Frances,  July  21,  1915. 

Harrie  M.  Orlady,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Durand,  having 
important  lumber  interests  both  here  and  elsewhere,  was  born  in  Peters¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  June  28,  1857,  son  of  Henry  and  Martha  (Boal)  Orlady.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  father  being  a 
practicing  physician  and  surgeon,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  They  came  west  about  1887,  locating 
in  Durand,  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  whither  their  son  Harrie  M.  had  preceded 
them,  and  where  Dr.  Henry  Orlady  practiced  his  profession  until  his  death. 
His  wife  died  in  Pennsylvania  some  years  later.  Harrie  M.  was  the  third 
born  in  a  family  of  five  children.  In  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  schools 
of  Petersburg,  Pa.  After  coming  west  he  became  superintendent  of  sev¬ 
eral  farms  belonging  to  his  father  in  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin.  About 
1880  he  settled  in  Durand,  where  he  entered  into  the  lumber  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  for  about  twenty-three  years,  conducting  a 
retail  business  in  Durand  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  M.  Orlady  Company, 
and  keeping  a  large  general  stock.  He  has  also  lumber  interests  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark. ;  in  a  yard  at  Meridian,  Wis.,  and  at  Mondovi,  Wis.  Mr.  Orlady 
was  also  the’ first  president  of  the  Durand  Light  &  Power  Company,  and 
of  the  Home  Telephone  Company,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  starting. 
These  two  companies  were  later  consolidated,  at  which  time  he  became 
president  of  the  consolidated  company,  but  subsequently  he  disposed  of 
his  holdings  in  it.  Since  1897  he  has  been  a  director  in  the  Bank  of 
Durand.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  served  formerly  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  but  has  never  cared  much  for  public  office,  preferring  to 
devote  his  whole  attention  to  his  business.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen 
he  holds  a  high  place  in  the  community,  and  is  a  man  ever  ready  to  aid 
a  worthy  cause.  He  is  an  active  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  at  Durand,  and  to  the  Commandery  at  Eau  Claire.  Mr.  Orlady 
was  married,  Oct.  20,  1887,  to  Annabel  Fraser,  who  was  born  in  southern 
Wisconsin,  daughter  of  John  and  Jessie  (Draver)  Fraser.  Of  this  mar¬ 
riage  four  children  have  been  born :  George  B.,  Horace,  Nell  and  Annabel. 
George  B.,  who  was  formerly  president  of  the  Arkino  Lumber  Company, 
in  which  his  father  is  interested,  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Mondovi 
State  Bank.  He  married  Verne  Pearce,  of  Menominie,  Wis.  Horace,  a 
graduate  of  Northwestern  Law  School,  who  later  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  is  now  a  captain  in  the  U.  S.  air  service,  being  an 
instructor  of  aeronautics  at  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  Nell  is  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  Annabel  is  attending  school 
in  Durand. 

John  Fraser,  for  many  years  a  prominent  attorney  of  Durand,  was 
born  on  one  of  the  Orkney  Islands,  Scotland,  May  18,  1826,  son  of  James 
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Fraser.  The  family  came  to  the  United  States  in  1839,  settling  in  East 
Troy,  Walworth  county,  Wis.,  where  James  Fraser  died  in  1876.  John 
Fraser  was  reared  to  young  manhood  in  East  Troy  and  studied  law  with 
A.  O.  Babcock,  a  leading  attorney  of  that  place.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1855,  he  practiced  with  his  preceptor  until  1862,  when  he  came  to  Durand, 
Wis.,  and  opened  an  office  here.  He  served  in  numerous  local  offices,  being 
a  member  of  the  county  board  for  several  years  and  was  repeatedly  elected 
district  attorney  of  Pepin  county.  Mr.  Fraser  was  married,  Nov.  3,  1844, 
to  Jessie  Draver,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Draver,  of  East  Troy, 
Wis.,  and  he  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Sarah,  who  married  A.  J.  Wallace;  Frances,  who  mar¬ 
ried  E.  D.  Page;  Leila,  who  married  C.  D.  Bon,  and  Annabel,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Harry  M.  Orlady. 

Anton  J.  Brunner,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Durand,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  business  as  a  blacksmith,  was  born  in  Austria,  May  23,  1856.  When 
about  16  years  old  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  He  had 
already  been  employed  in  his  native  land  as  a  hat  salesman  and  had  in¬ 
tended  to  follow  that  occupation  in  New  York  City,  but  his  parents  insisted 
upon  him  coming  west,  and  he,  not  wishing  to  be  separated  from  them, 
accompanied  them  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  In  Eau  Claire  he  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  horseshoer,  and  then  established  himself  in 
business  in  Durand,  where  he  has  since  remained  and  where  he  may  be 
found  at  his  anvil  every  working  day.  One  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this 
place,  he  has  served  twelve  years  as  alderman  and  is  now  serving  a  term  as 
member  of  the  county  board.  Mr.  Brunner  was  married  in  Eau  Claire, 
June  14,  1881,  to  Gertrude  Wigen,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  in  1861,  and  who  is  still  living.  They  have  had  a  family  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely:  Henry,  Frank  (deceased), 
Anton  W.,  Edmund,  Mary  (Mrs.  Guy  Kratzer),  Clara  (Mrs.  Frank  Meix- 
ner),  Anna  (Mrs.  Aug.  Ender),  Rose  and  Gertrude. 

Anton  Henry  Brunner,  the  present  register  of  deeds  of  Pepin  county, 
in  which  office  he  is  now  serving  in  his  fourth  term,  having  commenced 
its  duties  Jan.  1,  1911,  was  born  in  Durand,  Wis.,  May  17,  1886,  son  of 
Anton  J.  and  Gertrude  (Wigen)  Brunner.  His  parents  being  Catholics, 
he  attended  the  parochial  school  in  Durand  and  also  the  Durand  high 
school.  About  1908  he  went  into  his  father’s  blacksmith  shop  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Brunner  &  Son,  and  was  actively  associated  with 
the  business  for  some  years,  ceasing  his  active  connection  with  it  when 
he  took  his  present  office,  though  still  remaining  a  member  of  the  firm. 
About  1914  Mr.  Brunner  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he 
still  continues,  also  dealing  in  real  estate  and  being  at  all  times  pre¬ 
pared  to  negotiate  deals,  loans,  collect  rents,  pay  taxes,  draw  abstracts 
and,  in  fact,  do  everything  in  connection  with  these  kindred  lines  of  busi¬ 
ness.  He  has  made  the  subject  a  careful  study,  is  acquainted  with  men 
and  affairs,  so  knows  the  value  of  properties,  thus  rendering  his  judgment 
and  advice  of  a  nature  to  invite  confidence  in  the  good  results  to  follow. 
He  is  a  business  man  of  popular  standing  and  high  personal  character. 
Mr.  Brunner  was  married,  May  10,  1910,  to  Edith  R.  Radle,  who  was  born 
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in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Drier)  Radle.  He  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  Henry  Helk,  born  Nov. 
3,  1913,  and  Ralph  Harvard,  who  was  born  on  his  mother’s  birthday,  April 
15,  1917.  Mr.  Brunner  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 

Michael  Radle,  a  well-known  and  popular  citizen  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Austria.  He  learned  the  business  of  farming  and  was 
also  a  skilled  musician,  conducting  an  orchestra  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
addition  to  these  occupations  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  Coming 
to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  he  followed  blacksmithing  for 
awhile.  Later  engaged  in  farming  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county, 
Wisconsin,  buying  a  farm  of  120  acres.  Mr.  Radle  married  Margaret  Drier 
and  they  are  now  both  residing  on  a  farm  in  Waterville  township.  They 
had  a  large  family,  of  whom  their  daughter,  Edith  R.,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Anton  H.  Brunner,  of  Durand,  the  present  register  of  deeds  of  Pepin 
county. 

Albert  L.  Dunbar,  a  prosperous  general  farmer  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  having  a  farm  of  84  acres  in  section  28,  was  born  in 
this  township,  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  June  23,  1872,  son  of  Albert  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Mosher)  Dunbar.  His  parents  were  early  settlers  in  this  part  of 
Wisconsin,  coming  here  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  the 
father  took  part  as  a  member  of  a  Wisconsin  cavalry  regiment.  They  were 
for  many  years  farming  people  in  Waterville  township,  and  Mrs.  Harriet 
Dunbar  is  still  living,  making  her  home  at  Arkansaw,  her  husband  having 
died  in  August,  1911.  Albert  L.  Dunbar  was  brought  up  on  his  parents’ 
farm  and  attended  school  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie  and  also  at  Arkansaw.  He 
lived  at  home  until  his  marriage  and  then  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  he  is  operating  in  a  general  way,  but  paying  particular  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Dunbar  married  Mary 
Gray,  who  was  born  at  Arkansaw,  this  county,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Richardson)  Gray.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Wayne  Albert,  Verne,  Phyllis  (deceased),  Doris,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  Bess  and  Gerald  Henry.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Dunbar,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Gray,  who  was  a  Methodist  minister,  died  at  Oakfield,  Fond  du  Lac 
county,  Wis.,  and  Mrs.  Gray,  with  the  other  members  of  the  family,  then 
came  to  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  where  she  now  lives. 

James  A.  Sweeney,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  a  good  80-acre  farm 
in  section  8,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  section  3,  this 
township,  son  of  John  and  Clara  (Robelia)  Sweeney.  In  his  boyhood  he 
attended  district  school  No.  3,  and  when  not  pursuing  his  studies  was  gen¬ 
erally  employed  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of 
15  years  he  began  working  at  intervals  for  others,  being  chiefly  engaged 
in  farm  work,  and  was  subsequently  for  two  years  in  the  employ  of  John 
Youngman,  of  this  township.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  settled  on 
his  present  farm,  on  which  he  has  built  a  good  modern  barn,  and  is  carry¬ 
ing  on  general  farming  with  profitable  results.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Arkansaw,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat  with  inde¬ 
pendent  proclivities.  Sept.  30,  1916,  Mr.  Sweeney  was  united  in  marriage 
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with  Blanche  F.  Myers,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mina  (Brown)  Myers, 
her  father  being  a  well-known  dairy  and  stock  farmer  of  section  7,  Water- 
ville  township.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Sweeney  are  young  people,  having  a  wide 
acquaintance  throughout  Waterville  township  and  the  vicinity,  and  are 
popular  members  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

William  S.  Maxwell,  proprietor  of  the  old  Maxwell  farm  in  section  13, 
Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  near  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county, 
Wis.,  Nov.  1,  1869,  son  of  William  and  Ann  Jane  (Thompson)  Maxwell.  He 
attended  school  one  term  at  Eau  Galle,  and  later  for  a  longer  period  at 
Arkansaw,  near  where  his  parents  took  a  farm.  Residing  at  home  until  21 
years  old,  he  then  became  clerk  for  the  Plummer  Mercantile  Company  at 
Arkansaw  and  was  thus  employed  for  three  years.  After  that  he  spent 
a  year  in  Montana,  subsequently  returning  to  the  home  farm.  Working 
for  others  for  a  time,  he  at  last  bought  the  parental  homestead,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  with  profitable  results.  The  farm  con¬ 
tain  200  acres  of  valuable  land,  one  part  of  it  coming  to  within  a  mile  of 
the  village  of  Arkansaw.  Here  he  is  breeding  up  in  Guernsey  cattle, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  other  good  stock.  Mr.  Maxwell  is  a  stockholder  in 
and  is  president  and  director  of  the  Waterville  Creamery,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers,  and  also  holds  stock  in  the  Telephone  Company.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  of  the  independent  type,  but  has  never  cared  for 
public  office.  On  Jan.  2,  1906,  Mr.  Maxwell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Rosa  Leschinger,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  her  parents  being  natives  of 
that  country.  The  family  came  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county, 
from  their  native  land  in  1890,  and  engaged  in  farming,  the  parents  resid¬ 
ing  with  their  son  John.  Of  the  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living, 
Rosa  (Mrs.  Maxwell)  was  the  youngest.  She  was  educated  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  attending  the  Liddy  district  school.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maxwell  are  Arnold  Sidney,  Findley  Irwood,  Blanche  Lerina,  Walter  James, 
Dorothy  Theresa  and  Hazel  Martha,  all  residing  at  home. 

Eugene  S.  La  France,  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Pepin 
Pickle  Company,  after  several  years  of  active  life  in  Pepin,  Wis.,  to  whose 
commercial  life  he  gave  a  most  decided  impetus,  is  now  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Winona,  Minn.,  where  are  located  the  headquarters  of  his  company.  He 
was  born  in  Clinton  county,  New  York,  May  4,  1870,  son  of  Eugene  and 
Julia  (Lee)  La  France,  and  received  his  academic  education  at  the  Old 
Brandon  Academy,  Brandon,  Vt.,  where  at  an  earlier  period  no  less  a  man 
than  Stephen  A.  Douglas  had  been  a  pupil.  After  the  family  came  west  in 
1887,  Eugene  S.  La  France  secured  employment  as  a  salesman  in  a  store 
in  St.  Paul.  With  this  preparation  he  later  went  on  the  road  as  a  traveling 
salesman,  meeting  with  considerable  success  and  constantly  adding  to  his 
list  of  friends.  While  thus  traveling  he  became  convinced  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  possibilities  of  the  pickling  industry  in  this  region.  Therefore  in 
1904,  after  carefully  looking  over  the  field,  he  came  to  Pepin  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  Pepin  Pickle  Company.  He  organized  the  Pepin  Creamery  in 
1909  in  association  with  C.  J.  Thies,  and  was  its  president  until  his  resig¬ 
nation  in  January,  1917.  In  1911  he  helped  to  organize  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Pepin  and  has  been  a  director  since  the  beginning.  In  1917  the 
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Pepin  Pickle  Company  transferred  its  headquarters  to  Winona,  and  Mr. 
La  France  moved  his  family  there,  retaining,  however,  many  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  in  Pepin.  Mr.  La  France  has  been  active  in  fraternal  circles  for  many 
years.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  that  lodge  at 
St.  Paul.  For  seven  years  he  was  chief  ranger  of  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters  at  St.  Paul.  In  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  he  has  been  head 
counsel  of  the  jurisdiction  and  for  three  years  was  chairman  of  the  legal 
committee  of  the  national  jurisdiction.  For  eight  years  he  was  commander 
of  the  Pepin  Lodge  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  various  other  organizations,  including  the  Arlington  Club  of 
Winona  and  the  Winona  Association  of  Commerce.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  served  for  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  Pepin  City  Council. 
Mr.  La  France  was  married,  Feb.  25,  1895,  to  Emma  Marcott,  who  was 
born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  youngest  of  the  large  family  of  Nazaer  and 
Mary  (La  Duke)  Marcott,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  the  father  hav¬ 
ing  died  when  she  was  a  child  of  ten  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  La  France  have 
five  children:  Leo  Charles,  Jeanette  E.,  Raoul  L.,  Alfred  Eugene  and  Paul 
M.  Leo  C.  was  born  Nov.  28,  1895,  graduated  from  the  Pepin  High  School 
and  the  St.  Paul  Business  College,  served  on  the  general  staff  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  world  war,  and  is  now  secretary 
of  the  Pepin  Pickle  Company.  Jeanette  E.  was  born  Dec.  11,  1896,  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  St.  Clair  Seminary  at  Winona  in  1917,  and  is  now  assistant 
supervisor  of  music  at  the  Winona  State  Normal  School.  Raoul  L.  was 
born  July  5,  1902;  Alfred  Eugene  was  born  Oct.  27,  1903,  and  Paul  M.  was 
born  May  6,  1908. 

Eugene  La  France,  father  of  Eugene  S.  La  France,  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
mont  in  1847,  and  moved  to  New  York  State,  where  for  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  footwear.  He  married  Julia  Lee,  a 
native  of  New  York  State.  They  came  west  in  1887  and  lived  for  awhile  in 
Minneapolis,  later  moving  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  engaged  in  the  retail  shoe 
business  for  seventeen  years.  Then  he  retired  and  made  his  home  with  his 
son  until  his  death,  Dec.  11,  1917,  his  wife  still  residing  there.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  for  military 
service,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  age.  He  and  his  wife  had  two 
children:  Eugene  S.,  and  Georgianna,  the  wife  of  L.  A.  Parent,  of  St.  Paul. 

The  Pepin  Pickle  Company,  one  of  the  important  industries  of  this 
region,  was  organized  by  Eugene  S.  La  France  in  1904,  with  a  capital  of 
$12,000.  The  officers  were:  E.  Langers,  president;  C.  H.  Schluter,  vice- 
president;  August  Thies,  treasurer;  Eugene  S.  La  France,  secretary 
and  general  manager.  Operations  at  Pepin  were  started  at  once.  The 
company  has  since  grown  to  large  proportions.  The  central  plant  is  located 
at  Winona,  the  magnificent  building  there  having  been  started  in  the  fall 
of  1916  and  completed  in  June,  1917.  It  is  fully  equipped  for  the  constantly 
growing  business  and  cost  about  $150,000.  In  Minnesota,  in  addition  to 
the  Winona  factory,  there  are  factories  at  Kellogg,  Plainview,  Lewiston 
and  Chielman,  while  in  Wisconsin  there  are  factories  at  Pepin  and  Coch¬ 
rane.  The  products  of  the  company  are  of  the  highest  quality  and  stand 
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high  in  the  estimation  of  jobbers,  retailers  and  consumers,  orders  being 
shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  During  the  war  the  government  also 
bought  extensively  of  the  product.  All  kinds  of  pickles  are  manufactured, 
and  there  is  also  a  large  output  of  sauerkraut.  The  operation  of  this  com¬ 
pany’s  various  plants  has  been  a  distinct  advantage  to  the  territory  in 
which  it  has  operated,  both  to  the  commercial  interests  of  their  immediate 
location  and  to  the  agriculturists  of  the  whole  region,  the  farmers  thus 
finding  an  accessible  market  at  good  prices  for  all  vegetables  suitable  for 
pickling.  Agents  of  the  company  encourage  the  farmers  in  planting  a 
suitable  acreage  of  these  vegetables  and  give  advice  and  information.  The 
capital  is  now  $100,000,  and  the  officers  are:  Eugene  S.  La  France,  presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager;  C.  H.  Schluter,  vice-president;  C.  M.  Morse, 
treasurer;  and  Leo  C.  La  France,  secretary. 

William  George  Schlosser,  a  prosperous  farmer  residing  on  the  Dunn- 
Pepin  county  line,  in  section  2,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  May  5,  1889.  His  parents,  Leo  and  Mary  S.  (Bauer)  Schlos¬ 
ser,  were  natives  of  Austria,  the  father  coming  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  when  a  lad  of  five  or  six  years,  they  settling  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  In  this  county  Leo  Schlosser,  Sr.,  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  was  married.  Buying  land,  he  became  an  independent  farmer 
and  now  resides  in  Waubeek  township,  where  he  is  operating  a  farm  of 
240  acres.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Eau  Galle  Creamery  Company 
and  the  Telephone  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  that 
township.  William  George  Schlosser  was  the  second  born  child  in  a  family 
of  ten.  He  attended  school  in  Waubeek  township  and  also  for  two  years 
the  Durand  High  School.  At  the  age  of  18  he  engaged  in  railroad  work 
on  the  “Soo”  line  in  North  Dakota,  his  employment  being  on  that  part  of 
the  line  between  Endland  and  Harvey.  It  only  lasted  four  months,  how¬ 
ever,  as  he  soon  tired  of  railroading  and  returned  home,  where  for  five 
winters  he  operated  an  engine  in  a  sawmill.  He  also  ran  a  threshing  engine 
for  seven  seasons  and  spent  one  fall  in  North  Dakota.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  127  acres,  all  valuable  land, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  already  a  prosperous  citizen. 
He  has  a  well-kept  place  with  all  necessary  improvements,  to  which  he 
devotes  practically  his  whole  time,  not  caring  for  public  office.  In  politics 
he  is  independent,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Eau  Galle  numbers 
him  among  its  members.  On  June  21,  1913,  Mr.  Schlosser  was  married  to 
Ella  Catherine  Denning,  who  was  born  Dec.  13,  1891,  in  Weston  township, 
Dunn  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Knopps)  Den¬ 
ning.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Schlosser  was  born  in  Ohio  and  came  to  Dunn 
county,  Wisconsin,  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  Besides  farming,  he 
taught  school  in  that  county  for  twelve  years.  He  is  still  living  there, 
operating  a  farm  of  320  acres,  and  is  a  prosperous  and  respected  citizen  of 
his  locality.  His  wife  Mary  was  bom  in  Dunn  county.  Their  daughter 
Ella  (Mrs.  Schlosser)  was  the  third  born  of  their  six  children.  She  first 
attended  school  in  Dunn  county,  was  later  graduated  from  the  Dunn  County 
Normal  School  and  became  a  teacher,  following  that  vocation  for  two  years 
in  the  New  Auburn  State  graded  schooi,  Chippewa  county,  and  then  two 
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years  in  the  rural  school,  known  as  the  Weber  School,  in  Eau  Galle,  Dunn 
county,  making  a  good  record  for  efficiency.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlosser  have 
been  the  parents  of  three  children :  Dennis  Stephen,  Evelyn  Catherine  and 
Wayne  W.  Mr.  Schlosser’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  Wisconsin  at  Eau  Galle. 

Jack  Doughty,  a  well-known  and  popular  citizen  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  and  dairy  farm  in  section 
18,  was  born  on  the  old  Doughty  homestead  in  this  township,  Dec.  28,  1878, 
son  of  Edward  and  Melvina  (Metcalf)  Doughty.  His  parents  were  early 
settlers  here,  the  father  residing  for  forty  years  on  the  same  farm,  or  until 
his  retirement  in  1916.  He  is  now  living  in  Arkansaw,  this  county.  Jack 
Doughty  acquired  his  education  in  Waterville  township,  attending  district 
school.  He  lived  at  home  until  the  age  of  19  years,  after  which  his  winters 
for  some  time  were  spent  in  the  woods  at  lumbering.  In  the  summers  he 
worked  out  as  farm  hand  in  this  township.  When  22  years  old  he  bought  a 
wild  tract  of  land  above  Eau  Galle,  of  which  he  cleared  about  fifteen  acres 
and  then  sold  the  property.  After  that  he  spent  three  years  working  for 
others  in  Dunn  county  and  then  for  one  year  rented  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  married  and  bought  a  farm  near  Eau 
Galle,  Dunn  county,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  Then  selling  that 
place,  he  spent  the  next  two  years  in  Eau  Galle,  doing  carpenter  work  and 
teaming.  He  now  resolved  to  resume  farming  on  his  own  account  and, 
having  purchased  his  present  farm,  has  since  been  engaged  here  in  dairy¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising,  breeding  Guernsey  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs. 
His  farm  contains  80  acres  of  valuable  land  and  has  been  well  equipped  by 
him  with  modern  and  substantial  buildings.  His  operations,  based  on  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  and  carried  on  with  indusLy  and  skill,  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  and  he  is  enjoying  a  well  deserved  prosperity.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a 
socialist.  On  March  1,  1904,  Mr.  Doughty  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Edna  Cross,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Ellen  Jane  (Thompson)  Cross.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Canada  in  1835 
and  her  father  in  the  state  of  New  York  a  few  years  previously.  Both  are 
now  deceased.  They  were  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity,  Mr.  Cross  being 
one  of  the  numerous  employes  of  Carson  &  Rand,  the  well-known  lumber¬ 
men  of  those  days.  Later  he  bought  land  and  became  a  farmer  in  Pepin 
county.  Finally  retiring  from  active  work,  he  took  up  his  residence  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  McRoberts,  with  whom  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life, 
dying  about  1907.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  in  a 
Wisconsin  regiment.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  65  years.  Their  daughter 
Edna  (Mrs.  Doughty) ,  who  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  eight  children, 
attended  school  both  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  and  in  Pepin 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doughty  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
taken  a  boy  to  rear,  Dale  Myers,  now  ten  years  old. 

Ernest  W.  Barton,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Durand  Hardware 
Company,  of  Durand,  Wis.,  was  bom  in  this  village,  Aug.  8,  1868,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Casler)  Barton.  The  parents  were  bom  in  an  eastern 
state,  either  New  York  or  Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  in  early  days  was 
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engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business.  They  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Durand.  Later  Joseph  Barton  became  proprietor  of  a  hotel  and 
was  thus  occupied  subsequently  until  his  death.  His  wife,  who  survived 
him,  is  still  a  resident  of  Durand.  Ernest  W.  Barton,  who  was  one  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  acquired  his  education  in  the  Durand  school, 
residing  with  his  parents,  and  after  his  father’s  death  with  his  mother 
until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years.  At  the  age  of  18  he  began  to  learn  the 
tinner’s  trade  and  in  time  became  a  journeyman  in  the  employ  of  the  Smith 
Bros.  Hardware  Company,  who  then  occupied  Mr.  Barton's  present  busi¬ 
ness  location.  In  their  employ  he  remained  for  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
years.  Then,  in  association  with  H.  P.  Nicklas  and  Mr.  Risner,  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  business,  which  was  conducted  by  the  three  partners  for  several 
years,  or  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Risner,  since  which  time  Mr.  Barton  and 
Mr.  Nicklas  have  remained  the  sole  proprietors.  They  carry  a  complete 
line  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  also  having  a  tinshop  in  connection  with 
the  store.  Two  floors  and  a  basement  warehouse  are  required  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  business.  The  concern  is  well  patronized,  and  the  pro¬ 
prietors  are  numbered  among  the  leading  business  men  of  Durand.  Mr. 
Barton  was  first  married  to  Bertha  Strutz,  daughter  of  Cecil  Strutz.  She 
died  leaving  no  children,  and  Mr.  Barton  married  secondly  Glen  Anderson, 
who  was  born  in  Frankfort  township,  Pepin  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton 
have  one  child,  Ruth,  who  is  attending  school.  Mr.  Barton  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  Equitable  Fraternal  Union. 

John  Cowell,  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  5,  Albany 
township,  was  born  in  Canada,  Sept.  17,  1878,  being  the  seventh  child  in 
the  family  of  eleven  born  to  Hezekiel  and  Anna  (Barry)  Cowell.  The  par¬ 
ents  were  also  natives  of  Canada,  the  father  being  born  in  1826.  It  was 
thirty  years  ago  that  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Dunn  county, 
whence  they  subsequently  removed  to  Albany  township,  Pepin  county. 
John  Cowell  acquired  the  rudiments  of  knowledge  in  a  Canadian  school  and 
afterwards  attended  schools  in  Dunn  and  Pepin  counties,  this  state.  As 
the  parental  farm  was  unimproved  when  first  occupied  by  the  Cowells,  he 
soon  had  to  make  himself  useful,  assisting  his  father  to  grub  and  clear 
the  land,  the  grubbing  being  a  particularly  arduous  job,  as  it  had  to  be 
done  on  the  entire  farm.  About  fourteen  years  ago,  when  his  father  died, 
he  began  to  farm  the  place  which  he  now  owns  and  operates,  and  he  has 
since  remained  here,  carrying  on  general  agriculture  with  profitable  results. 
Mr.  Cowell  was  united  in  marriage,  Aug.  12,  1907,  to  Norrie  Scott,  daughter 
of  John  and  Matty  Scott.  Her  parents  were  farming  people  who  came  to 
Albany  township,  Pepin  county,  from  Indiana,  their  native  state,  Mr.  Scott 
becoming  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  township,  where  he  is  still  living,  and 
which  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  having  also  held  office 
in  his  district  school  board.  Mrs.  Scott  is  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowell  five  children  have  been  born:  Hattie,  John,  Edward,  Merrill  and 
Annabelle,  all  residing  at  home. 

George  Olbert,  a  prosperous  general  farmer  residing  in  section  28, 
Albany  township,  was  born  in  Pepin  county,  this  township,  Sept.  14,  1864. 
His  parents  were  Michael  and  Anna  (Kassel)  Olbert,  the  father  born  in 
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Baden,  Germany,  Feb.  15,  1828,  the  mother  in  Hessen  a  few  years  later. 
Michael  Olbert  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Pepin  county,  having  previously 
resided  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.  On  arriving  here  he  set¬ 
tled  on  the  farm  where  Louis  Geldner  now  lives  and  on  which  he  erected 
a  small  log  shanty  of  one  room.  The  usual  pioneer  work  of  clearing  and 
grubbing  followed,  and  by  the  time  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he  had  four 
acres  cleared.  During  this  period  he  carried  his  flour  and  other  supplies 
from  Eau  Galle  or  that  vicinity,  where  also  for  some  time  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill,  walking  back  and  forth  between  the  mill  and  his  home.  Later  he 
went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  married  Anna  Kassel,  bringing  his  wife  back 
with  him  to  his  claim.  He  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  last  nine  months 
of  the  war.  He  had  helped  six  of  his  neighbors  to  find  substitutes,  but  was 
finally  obliged  to  go  himself  and  was  injured  in  the  service.  On  his  return 
home  he  resumed  farming,  remaining  on  his  original  homestead  five  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  his  brother  having  died,  he  bought  the  latter’s 
homestead  and  removed  to  it,  spending  the  rest  of  his  life  there  and  dying 
in  1911.  His  first  wife,  Anna,  had  died  a  number  of  years  previously,  and 
after  her  death  he  later  contracted  a  second  marriage.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  proved  his  usefulness. 
He  also  helped  to  organize  the  school  district,  being  one  of  its  first  officers, 
and  was  an  active  church  worker.  George  Olbert  was  the  second  born  in  a 
family  of  nine  children.  He  attended  school  in  Albany  township  and 
resided  at  home  until  21  years  of  age.  One  season  he  spent  in  the  employ 
of  John  Rider,  of  Buffalo  county,  and  then  took  up  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
working  in  Eau  Claire  and  also  in  Mondovi,  where  he,  with  a  partner,  con¬ 
ducted  a  shop  for  about  eight  years,  they  having  erected  their  own  build¬ 
ing.  Finding  himself  no  longer  able  to  stand  the  hard  labor  of  blacksmith- 
ing,  Mr.  Olbert  then  gave  it  up  and  entered  the  employ  of  Pat  Malony,  of 
Mondovi,  remaining  with  him  eleven  years.  He  then  moved  onto  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm,  which  he  had  previously  purchased  and  on  which  he  erected  a 
barn.  Since  then  he  has  made  a  number  of  other  improvements,  all  of  a 
modern  type,  and  now  has  a  good  farm  of  82  acres  which  yields  him  a 
satisfactory  profit.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Co-operative  Creamery 
at  Mondovi.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican,  but  has  always  declined  local  office.  Mr.  Olbert  has  never 
married. 

Edward  W.  Johnson,  who  is  operating  a  farm  of  206  acres  in  section 
35,  Frankfort  township,  is  a  good  representative  of  the  agricultural  class 
of  this  township,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  his  birth  having  taken  place  here 
June  28,  1881.  His  parents  were  Louis  and  Christina  Johnson,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Sweden,  where  the  father  was  born  in  1831.  Settling 
in  Frankfort  township,  this  county,  Louis  Johnson  cleared  a  farm  in  the 
woods,  thus  doing  his  part  in  the  work  of  civilization.  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  deceased,  his  death  having  occurred  June  26,  1891.  Edward  W.  John¬ 
son  acquired  the  elements  of  knowledge  in  district  school  No.  4,  Frankfort 
township.  At  the  age  of  17,  being  a  strong  and  active  youth,  he  began 
working  out  for  farmers  in  Minnesota  and  subsequently  worked  for  others 
until  he  took  his  present  farm  and  started  in  for  himself  in  1904.  On  his 
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206  acres  he  follows  a  general  plan  of  farming,  keeping  Oxford  sheep  and 
Poland-China  hogs.  Possessing  the  chief  elements  of  success  in  a  laudable 
ambition  and  an  industrious  disposition,  he  is  already  well  established 
and  has  good  prospects  for  the  future.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  married,  Dec.  11,  1904,  to  Hulda  Dahlgren,  who  was  born  in 
Frankfort  township,  this  county,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nels  Dahlgren, 
her  parents  being  natives  of  Sweden.  She  attended  the  district  school  at 
Elk  Creek,  Frankfort  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one  child, 
Myrtle. 

Wesley  Lenhart,  an  industrious  farmer  residing  in  section  33,  Frank¬ 
fort  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he  has  a  neat  and  well-kept  farm  of 
133  acres,  was  bom  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  March  26,  1886,  son 
of  Herman  and  Clara  (Brandt)  Lenhart,  who  died  when  he  was  an  infant. 
In  his  boyhood  he  attended  district  school  in  this  township  and  at  the  age 
of  14  began  working  out  for  farmers  in  Pepin  county,  later  working  on 
farms  in  North  Dakota.  With  this  experience  he  began  operations  on  his 
present  farm  in  1911,  and  during  the  six  years  that  have  since  elapsed  has 
made  good  progress,  carrying  on  general  agriculture.  The  good  prices  now 
prevailing  for  all  products  of  the  farm  have  made  agriculture  one  of  the 
most  profitable  occupations,  and  Mr.  Lenhart  is  a  partaker  in  the  general 
prosperity  of  his  class.  With  good  prospects  for  the  future,  he  is  pursuing 
the  industrious  tenor  of  his  way  and  is  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  his 
township.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  rather  than 
for  the  party.  On  Sept.  20,  1911,  the  year  in  which  he  took  his  farm,  Mr. 
Lenhart  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Frank,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Frank.  Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  Germany,  are  now 
living  on  a  large  farm  m  Pepin  township,  in  the  rural  schools  of  which 
township  she  was  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenhart  have  two  children: 
Leroy  and  Bernice. 

Henry  John  Meixner,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Waterville  town¬ 
ship,  Pepin  county,  whose  flourishing  farm  of  160  acres  lies  in  section  2, 
was  born  in  this  township,  near  the  village  of  Arkansaw,  Nov.  4,  1891.  His 
parents,  Frank  and  Theresa  (Andrei)  Meixner,  were  born  in  Austria  and 
came  to  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1881,  locating 
on  a  farm  in  section  11  that  is  now  occupied  by  their  son,  Frank,  Jr.  The 
mother  died  in  1892,  and  the  father,  though  living,  is  now  retired  from 
active  work.  Henry  John  Meixner  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in 
Arkansaw  village.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until  23  years  old,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  most  of  the  time,  though  he  began  working  for  others  at 
intervals  when  he  was  21.  On  his  marriage  in  1915  he  came  to  his  present 
place  and  began  general  farming  on  his  own  account,  having  160  acres  of 
good  land  with  suitable  buildings.  He  is  meeting  with  good  success  and 
getting  satisfactory  returns  on  his  investment.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholicochurch  at  Arkansaw.  On  April  13,  1915,  Mr.  Meixner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ruth  Clara  Hill,  who  was  bom  in  Waterville  township, 
near  Arkansaw,  daughter  of  Pearl  and  Hannah  (Gushelbauer)  Hill.  Her 
father,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  1862,  has  always  been 
a  farmer  and  is  still  in  active  life,  having  a  farm  in  this  township.  Mrs. 
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Meixner’s  mother,  a  native  of  Austria,  died  in  1913,  and  her  father  subse¬ 
quently  contracted  a  second  marriage,  of  which  nine  children  have  been 
born.  By  his  first  wife,  Hannah,  he  had  four  children,  Ruth  Clara  being 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  Hill  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district 
for  thirteen  years  and  also  at  times  held  other  local  offices.  He  belongs 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Arkansaw,  being  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  camp. 

Michael  Resler,  who  is  profitably  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  in  section  25,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  bom  in 
Austria,  April  19,  1866,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Frazel)  Resler.  The 
parents,  natives  of  the  same  country,  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1870,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  on  which  they 
resided  many  years  and  where  the  father  died  in  1913.  The  mother  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  Of  their  large  family  of  eleven  children, 
Michael,  Jr.,  was  the  third  born.  He  attended  district  school  in  Lima  town¬ 
ship  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  18  years  old,  after  which  he 
worked  out  Until  he  was  26,  giving  his  earnings  to  his  father.  He  then 
married,  and  after  that  event  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  year  on  his 
own  account.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  carpenter  work,  which 
he  followed  in  Durand  as  his  regular  occupation  for  ten  years.  Since  the 
end  of  that  period  he  has  been  operating  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides, 
though  he  still  does  carpenter  work  occasionally.  He  has  130  acres  of  good 
land  with  adequate  buildings,  and  is  carrying  on  his  agricultural  and  dairy¬ 
ing  operations  with  satisfactory  financial  returns.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Durand,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  Mr.  Resler  was 
married,  May  23,  1893,  to  Rosa  Boehm,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township, 
daughter  of  Dominic  and  Rosella  (Bauer)  Boehm.  Her  parents  came  1  j 
this  country  early,  the  father  being  a  young  man.  He  afterwards  made 
four  trips  back  to  Austria,  bringing  immigrants  with  him  on  his  return. 
Before  his  marriage  he  was  a  shoemaker,  but  he  afterwards  became  an 
extensive  land  owner,  and  after  an  active  life  is  now  residing  in  Durand 
retired,  his  wife  being  also  living.  Their  daughter  Rosa,  the  eldest  of  their 
ten  children,  never  attended  school,  as  her  father,  being  a  well-educated 
man,  taught  all  his  children  at  home.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Resler:  Frank  and  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph,  Felix  and 
Elizabeth,  residing  at  home;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  8  years;  and 
John,  Andrew,  Gertrude  and  Rosella,  who  are  all  living  at  home. 

Mike  Radle,  proprietor  of  a  small  but  excellent  stock  farm  in  section 
11,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Austria,  Sept.  29,  1862, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Eltant)  Radle.  He  attended  school  for  a 
limited  period  in  his  native  land  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
Coming  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  a  year  before  his  parents,  he  was 
here  married  at  the  age  of  21  and  settled  on  a  20-acre  tract  one  mile  west 
of  where  he  now  resides.  On  that  land,  where  he  made  his  independent 
start  in  life,  he  cut  the  first  tree  and  built  a  small  log  cabin,  and  in  addition 
to  improving  his  land  did  blacksmith  work,  residing  there  five  years.  He 
then  traded  that  farm  for  another  20-acre  tract  in  the  vicinity,  but  was 
deprived  of  the  latter  property  two  years  later.  Building  a  blacksmith’s 


Digitized  by  Tooele 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


887 


shop  on  his  father’s  farm,  he  bought  another  tract  of  wild  land,  this  time 
of  40  acres,  and  made  a  new  start.  After  residing  on  that  property  twenty- 
six  years  and  making  valuable  improvements  on  it,  he  gave  it  to  his  son 
William  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  40  acres,  which  was  his  old  home. 
He  keeps  good  stock  of  all  kinds  and  is  breeding  up  in  Holstein  cattle. 
Aside  from  his  immediate  farm  interests,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Waterville  Creamery  Company  and  in  the  Telephone  Company.  Religiously 
a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  with 
independent  proclivities.  Mr.  Radle  was  married  in  1883  to  Margaret 
Dreier,  who  was  born  in  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Lawrence 
and  Mary  Dreier,  natives  of  Bohemia.  Lawrence  Dreier  came  to  the  United 
States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  voyage  lasting  sixty-two  days,  settled  in 
Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  a  few  years,  afterwards 
going  to  Eau  Galle,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Carson  &  Rand.  Later 
he  settled  on  wild  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Arkansaw  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1903.  He  served  as  school 
officer,  but  was  not  otherwise  active  in  public  affairs.  His  wife  died  in 
1896.  Their  daughter  Margaret,  who  was  the  sixth  born  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  was  educated  in  the  district  school  in  Waterville  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radle  have  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  whose  record 
in  part  is  as  follows:  Henry,  who  is  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  married  Clara  Lucas,  of  Durand,  Wis.  William,  residing  on  the 
old  homestead,  married  Barbara  Youngwood,  of  Lima  township.  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Brunner.  Mamie,  wife  of  Thomas  Upleidinger,  resides  at 
Conan,  N.  D.  Lucy,  unmarried,  is  a  trained  nurse  living  in  St.  Paul.  Paul 
resides  at  home. 

Henry  James  Kees,  who  is  conducting  a  flourishing  farm  of  140  acres 
in  Durand  township,  was  born  in  Maxville  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis., 
Nov.  26, 1882.  His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Amanda  (Hurlburt)  Kees. 
The  father,  born  in  East  Troy,  Wis.,  in  1828,  in  early  life  was  a  farmer. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  butcher’s  trade  in  Durand,  which  he  followed  for 
about  thirty  years,  also  becoming  a  land  owner  in  the  county.  He  is  now 
retired  and  resides  in  Durand.  During  his  active  career  he  held  various 
township  and  city  offices.  His  wife,  who  was  a  year  older  than  he,  died 
April  12,  1912.  Her  parents  were  Horace  and  Anna  (Miller)  Hurlburt,  the 
father  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county  in  1810  and  the  mother  in  Vermont 
in  1813.  They  removed  from  Franklin  county,  New  York,  to  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1854,  and  to  Buffalo  county  in  the  following  year.  Both  are 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  K.  Kees  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Henry  James  Kees,  who  was  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents, 
attended  school  in  Durand.  He  resided  with  his  parents,  assisting  his  fa¬ 
ther  until  reaching  the  age  of  21  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
George  Tarrant  &  Sons  Company  as  a  clerk,  remaining  with  them  two 
years,  when  he  again  went  to  work  for  his  father  and  remained  with  him 
for  about  seven  years  longer.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  his 
present  farm,  which  was  then  unimproved.  It  contains  140  acres  of  valua¬ 
ble  land,  on  which  he  has  made  extensive  improvements,  all  of  excellent 
quality.  As  a  farmer  he  is  conducting  a  profitable  business  and  has  taken 
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rank  among  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township.  Mr.  Kees  was  mar- 
ried,  Feb.  6,  1907,  to  Theresa  Bratner,  who  was  born  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  George  and  Agnes  (Ressler)  Brat¬ 
ner.  Her  parents  were  both  natives  of  Austria,  the  father  born  March  29, 
1857,  and  the  mother  April  19,  1863.  George  Bratner  in  early  life  served 
in  the  Austrian  army.  His  regular  trade  was  that  of  a  mason,  but  he  also 
had  some  experience  as  a  baker  and  in  other  capacities.  He  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  18  years,  locating  in  Durand,  where  for  four  years  he 
operated  a  lime  quarry  for  Miles  D.  Prindle.  He  then  worked  as  a  mason 
for  some  time  and  then  moved  onto  a  farm  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo 
county.  Staying  there  two  years,  he  then  bought  land  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  and  farmed  there  subsequently  until  his  death,  Sept.  18, 
1914.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  on  the  school  board.  He  and  his 
wife  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  their  daughter  Theresa  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kees  have  four  children:  Harold  George, 
born  Nov.  8,  1907 ;  Henrietta  Pearl,  born  Sept.  3,  1909 ;  William  Howard, 
born  July  14,  1912,  and  Galand  Douglas,  born  June  10,  1914. 

John  Traun,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  23,  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  Nov.  15,  1881, 
son  of  John  and  Victoria  (Bauer)  Traun.  The  parents  were  born  and 
married  in  Austria  and  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1881,  locating 
in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  John  Traun,  Sr.,  engaged  in  farming. 
Later  he  sold  his  place  there  and  moved  to  Maxville  township,  Buffalo 
county,  where  he  died  Aug.  30,  1896.  He  had  several  times  held  office  and 
was  a  man  well  known  and  respected.  His  wife  subsequently  married 
John  F.  Bauer  and  now  resides  with  her  second  husband  on  a  farm  in 
Lima  township.  John  Traun,  who  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  seven 
children  attended  school  in  Lima  township  and  also  in  Maxville  township, 
Buffalo  county.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  he  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  and  resided  with  his  mother  until  1903,  when  he  began  to  work 
for  an  uncle,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  one  year.  Afterwards  he  worked 
an  equal  length  of  time  for  Anton  Wise,  and  in  1905  bought  his  present 
place,  a  farm  of  128%  acres  of  valuable  land,  located  in  section  23,  Durand 
township,  Pepin  county,  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Durand.  To  this 
place  he  devotes  his  entire  time  and  has  made  all  the  important  improve¬ 
ments  on  it.  He  carries  on  general  farming  with  good  financial  results. 
Mr.  Traun  was  married,  Aug.  21,  1906,  to  Theresa  Koller,  who  was  born 
in  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Walberga 
(Spindler)  Koller.  Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  Austria,  are  now  pros¬ 
perous  farmers  in  Durand  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Traun  have  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  Wilfred  John  and  Raymond  Paul. 

John  Berger,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  in  section  12,  Lima 
township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Canton  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wis.,  March  25,  1892.  His  parents,  Frank  and  Racey  (Berger)  Berger, 
were  natives  of  Austria  who  were  married  in  Wisconsin,  the  father  coming 
to  this  country  with  his  parents  when  a  babe.  After  attaining  to  maturity 
he  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Buffalo  county.  Later  he  moved 
to  Pepin  county  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  there.  He  is  a  member 
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of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  has  served  in  various  township 
offices.  His  wife  is  also  living.  They  have  been  the  parents  of  12  children, 
of  whom  John  was  the  third  born.  John  Berger  attended  school  at  Fall 
Creek,  Pepin  county,  and  when  15  years  old  began  working  out  for  others. 
He  resided  at  home  until  his  marriage  and  then  bought  his  present  farm 
containing  60  acres  of  land.  Besides  carrying  on  general  farming  he  hauls 
cream  three  days  a  week  to  the  Meridian  creamery.  On  May  4,  1915, 
Mr.  Berger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lucy  J.  Bauer,  who  was  born  in 
Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Bertha  (Kauf¬ 
man)  Bauer.  Her  parents,  who  were  Austrians,  were  early  settlers  in 
Lima  township  and  still  reside  on  a  farm  here.  They  have  ten  children,  of 
whom  Lucy  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berger  have 
one  child,  Charles  Edward,  born  Nov.  2,  1916. 

Horace  Richards,  at  one  time  sheriff  of  Pepin  county,  but  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  New  York  State,  and  in  early 
life  was  a  farmer.  He  was  married  in  his  native  state  to  Mary  Morgan, 
also  a  native  of  western  New  York,  and  in  1869  came  with  his  wife  and 
family  to  Pepin  county,  locating  in  the  village  of  Pepin  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  business  until  1874.  Then,  being  elected  sheriff  of 
the  county,  he  moved  to  Durand.  After  serving  as  sheriff  for  twa  years 
Mr.  Richards  went  to  Maiden  Rock,  Pierce  county,  and  from  that  time  until 
his  death  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  there.  His  wife  survived  him 
several  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

Porter  A.  Richards,  an  enterprising  business  man  of  Durand,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  June  10,  1854,  son  of 
Horace  and  Mary  (Morgan)  Richards.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed 
amid  scenes  fraught  with  historical  associations  pertaining  to  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  period,  and  he  was  about  15  years  old  when  in  1869  he  accompa¬ 
nied  his  parents  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin.  He  attended  school  for 
awhile  in  Pepin  and  also  took  a  business  course  in  La  Crosse.  For  about 
five  years,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  After  that  he  was  for  six 
years  in  the  employ  of  a  grain  firm  at  Wabasha,  Minn.  Having  by  that 
time  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all  its  details  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ards  engaged  in  the  grain,  flour  and  feed  business  for  himself  in  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  remaining  there  six  years.  In  1890  he  came  to  Durand  and 
engaged  in  the  same  business  here,  which  he  has  followed  up  to  the  present 
time,  also  dealing  in  fuel.  In  addition  to  this  he  conducts  a  transfer 
business,  for  the  last  27  years  has  been  agent  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  and  for  20  years  also  Mr.  Richards  has  handled  produce  for  a  Chi¬ 
cago  firm.  He  is  conducting  a  successful  business  which  he  has  built  up 
to  its  present  proportions  through  his  own  industry  and  enterprise,  and 
has  taken  rank  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  place.  In  politics 
a  Republican,  he  served  one  year  as  alderman  of  Durand  and  also  one 
year  as  city  clerk.  Mr.  Richards  was  married  in  April,  1880,  to  Maggie 
Dyer,  who  was  born  in  southern  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Wayne  B.  and 
Ursula  (Bush)  Dyer.  Her  parents,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  from  the  east¬ 
ern  States,  located  in  Durand,  where  Mr.  Dyer  served  for  some  time  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards  have 
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five  children:  Ralph  H.,  now  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Brandon, 
N.  D.;  Blanche,  wife  of  John  Bauer,  a  traveling  salesman  residing  in  Wa¬ 
tertown,  S.  D.,  and  Alice,  Helen  and  Mary,  who  were  educated  in  Durand 
and  at  normal  schools  and  are  now  teachers,  Helen  having  also  taken  a 
drawing  course  at  Detroit,  Mich.  Mr.  Richards’  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Fred  Sidell  Harkness,  a  well  known  business  man  of  Durand,  Pepin 
County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock  buying,  was  born  at  Sparta,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  April  18,  1858,  son  of  Forrest  and  Zylpha  (Haviland)  Harkness.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  father  being  a  stock  dealer 
by  occupation.  Coming  west  in  1856,  they  settled  at  Sparta,  Wis.,  where 
Forrest  Harkness  engaged  in  the  packing  business,  being  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Moffitt,  Cargill  &  Harkness.  Later  he  opened  a  packing  plant  on 
his  own  account  at  Black  River  Falls,  operating  it  independently  for  some 
six  years,  and  about  1872  selling  to  Drummond  &  Brooks  the  first  carload 
of  hams  they  ever  bought  at  wholesale.  Moving  subsequently  to  Eau 
Claire,  he  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business  there  until  1881.  In  1886  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Durand,  and  wa:  here  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  stock  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  year  1900.  His  wife 
died  July  22,  1894.  Fred  Sidell  Harkness,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of 
four  children,  attended  school  at  Sparta  and  Black  River  Falls.  At  the 
age  of  16  years  he  began  learning  the  butcher’s  trade  at  Eau  Claire  under 
his  father,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in  it.  He  then  worked  five 
years  on  the  Chippewa  Valley  railroad.  In  1887  he  came  to  Durand  and 
engaged  in  the  stock  business  buying  extensively  all  over  this  part  of  the 
state  for  the  Drummond  Packing  Company,  in  which  he  is  assisted 
by  his  son,  Arthur  F.  As  a  business  man  Mr.  Harkness  has  gained  a  high 
standing  throughout  this  section,  and  has  also  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  served  as  mayor  of 
Durand  for  two  years,  was  alderman  four  years,  and  was  for  one  year  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Fair  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  while  his  re¬ 
ligious  affiliations  are  with  the  Congregational  church.  On  January  14, 
1887,  Mr.  Harkness  was  united  in  marriage  with  Amelia  Perical,  who 
was  born  at  Eau  Calle,  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary 
(Drier)  Perical.  Her  parents,  who  are  both  now  deceased,  came  from 
Jefferson  county,  this  state.  Mr.  Perical,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  in  1889, 
and  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  1916.  They  were  worthy  people,  much 
respected  in  their  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harkness  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Bessie,  who  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
and  is  now  a  high  school  teacher;  and  Arthur  Forrest,  already  mentioned 
as  being  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  Mr.  Harkness  is  a  member 
of  the  orders  of  Foresters  and  Beavers,  his  wife  also  belonging  to  the  latter 
order.  They  are  prominent  members  of  the  best  society  in  Durand. 

James  Stuart,  a  Civil  war  veteran  whose  death  occurred  in  Waubeek 
township  in  1907,  was  bom  in  Canada,  in  1831,  and  was  15  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wis.  After  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  joined  as 
a  private  a  company  of  light  artillery  recruited  from  Dunn  county,  with 
which  he  served  at  the  front.  Escaping  casualties,  he  returned  home  after 
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the  war  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county, 
whence  he  later  removed  to  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  years.  Mr.  Stuart  married  Levina  Thompson,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1833,  and  who  survives  her  husband. 

Milton  Edward  Stuart,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Waubeek  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  this  county,  in  1872,  son 
of  James  and  Levina  (Thompson)  Stuart.  He  was  educated  in  district 
schools  in  Dunn  and  Pepin  counties;  and  when  fifteen  years  old  began 
working  for  neighboring  farmers,  usually  spending  his  winters,  however, 
in  the  lumber  camps  of  northern  Wisconsin.  He  also  helped  to  build 
the  bridge  across  the  Chippewa  river  at  Durand.  In  1902  he  bought  his 
present  farm  in  section  8,  Waubeek  township,  on  which  he  is  breeding 
Guernsey  cattle  and  carrying  on  other  profitable  farm  work.  He  has 
served  for  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Waubeek  town  board,  being 
a  Republican  in  politics.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist 
church,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  On  June  30,  1903,  Mr.  Stuart  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  S.  Semple,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township, 
this  county,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Woods)  Semple.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  farmers  who  came  from  Canada  about  1860,  settling  in  that 
township,  where  Mrs.  Stuart  in  girlhood  attended  district  school.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stuart  have  five  children :  Robert  James,  Levina  Martha,  Winne- 
fred  Grace,  Edward  Charles  and  Ivan  David.  Mr.  Stuart  is  affiliated  with 
several  fraternal  societies  including  the  Odd  Fellows,  Woodmen  and 
Beavers. 

William  Bradshaw,  who  is  profitably  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  section  9,  Waubeek  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  New  Mexico, 
in  1841,  the  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  Calas  and  Sophenia  Bradshaw. 
The  father  was  born  in  Foxberg,  Mass.,  June  5,  1804,  and  the  mother  in 
Franklin  county,  Penn.,  in  the  same  year.  The  latter  died  Nov.  12,  1846, 
and  Calas  Bradshaw  came  to  Pepin  county,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in 
Waubeek  township  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son  William.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a  prominent  citizen  here,  serving  a  considerable 
time  on  the  town  and  school  boards.  He  died  Aug.  12,  1899.  William 
Bradshaw  in  his  boyhood  attended  district  school  in  Waubeek  township. 
His  life  has  been  spent  mostly  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  but 
from  March,  1864,  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he' served  as  a  corporal 
in  the  army,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  the  oldest  living 
settler  in  Waubeek  township,  but  is  still  active  and  in  good  health.  A  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  he  has  taken  a  personal  part  in  local  government 
affairs,  having  served  on  the  town  and  school  boards  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  On  July  3,  1895,  William 
Bradshaw  was  married  to  Alice  Sunderlair,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha 
(Woods)  Sunderlair.  Her  parents  were  both  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1855  and  came  to  Wisconsin  1866,  their  respective  families  set¬ 
tling  at  Eau  Galle,  Dunn  county.  It  was  there  that  Mrs.  Bradshaw  was 
educated,  attending  district  school.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradshaw 
numbers  six  children:  Alvin  R.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  managing  the 
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home  farm,  and  Herbert  W.,  Harvey  E.,  Clifford  E.,  Clarence  F.  and 
Francis  P. 

Anton  Nelson,  who  with  his  brother,  Charles  Olson,  is  engaged  in 
operating  the  old  Nelson  farm  in  section  17,  Stockholm  township,  Pepin 
county,  was  born  in  this  county,  April  4,  1886,  son  of  Nils  and  Minnie  Nel¬ 
son.  The  parents  were  born  in  Norway,  the  father  in  1851  and  the  mother 
in  1857.  After  coming  to  the  United  States,  Nils  Nelson  settled  on  land 
in  this  county,  which  in  time  he  developed  into  a  good  farm.  He  died  in 
1889,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  on  the  farm  with  her  two  sons,  Anton  and 
Charles.  Anton  Nelson  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  village  school  in 
Stockholm,  this  county.  At  the  age  of  17  years  he  began  working  out 
for  farmers  and  was  thus  occupied  until  he  and  his  brother  took  over 
the  management  of  the  home  farm,  which  they  have  since  operated  to¬ 
gether.  Charles  is  the  elder  brother,  his  birth  having  occurred  Oct.  28, 
1884.  Together  they  make  a  good  partnership  team,  each  being  a  prac¬ 
tical  farmer  and  capable  of  obtaining  the  best  results  from  the  land  they 
cultivate.  The  farm  contains  110  acres,  and  they  have  hitherto  followed  a 
plan  of  general  farming,  but  are  now  entering  more  largely  into  stock 
raising.  They  are  also  shareholders  in  the  Stockholm  Creamery  and  the 
Farmers  Telephone  Company.  Their  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Lutheran  church  at  Lund,  Pepin  township. 

Andrew  Johnson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Stockholm  village, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1828,  and  was  there  married  to  Chris¬ 
tina  Anderson.  In  1851  they  left  their  native  land  to  found  a  home  in  the 
New  World,  and  realizing  that  the  greatest  opportunities  were  then  to  be 
found  in  the  West  and  Northwest,  came  at  once  to  Pepin  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  settled  in  the  village  of  Stockholm.  There  were  few  settlers  here 
at  the  time,  but  they  remained  in  the  village  a  few  years,  Mr.  Johnson 
finding  employment  on  lumber  rafts  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  in  the 
winter  cutting  cordwood.  He  then  bought  the  tract  of  land  in  section  36, 
Stockholm  township  which  is  now  operated  by  his  son,  Elmer  J.  This 
land  he  developed  into  the  fine  120-acre  farm  which  it  is  today,  clearing 
the  land  and  erecting  good  buildings.  This  place  was  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1916.  He  had  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  township,  serving 
a  number  of  years  on  the  town  board  and  as  a  member  of  the  district 
school  board.  His  wite  Christina  is  still  living.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  Selma,  Emil,  Elmer  J.,  Clarence  and  Mabel.  Selma  married  J.  V. 
Holmqvist,  a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  and  has  two 
children,  Ethel  and  Kenneth.  Emil  married  Selma  Sandstrom  and  now 
lives  in  Minneapolis.  He  has  three  children:  Ruby,  Helen  and  Eleanor. 
Elmer  J.  is  a  farmer  in  Stockholm  township.  Clarence  is  working  as  a 
mechanic  in  Minneapolis,  and  Mabel  resides  at  home. 

Elmer  J.  Johnson,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  the  old  Johnson  farm 
in  section  36  Stockholm  township  established  by  his  father,  was  born  in 
this  township,  Jan.  9,  1885,  son  of  Andrew  and  Christina  (Anderson) 
Johnson.  He  acquired  his  education  here,  attending  district  school  No.  3, 
and  from  his  early  years  has  been  accustomed  to  farm  work  in  all  its 
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branches.  Since  the  age  of  21  he  has  rented  his  father’s  farm  on  which  he 
has  followed  a  general  plan  of  agriculture,  raising  both  crops  and  stock, 
and  is  doing  a  successful  business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mission  church 
of  Stockholm  and  in  politics  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  rather 
than  with  the  party.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Johnson  stands  high  and  is  popular 
among  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  His  life  up  to  the  present  time  has  been 
spent  in  Stockholm  township,  where  he  has  found  everything  necessary  to 
a  well-rounded  existence — congenial  and  profitable  work,  good  society 
and  all  the  material  comforts  of  a  highly  civilized  community. 

Albert  Peters,  owner  and  operator  of  a  well  equipped  dairy  farm  of 
200  acres  in  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  his  residence  being  located  in 
section  11,  was  born  in  this  township,  March  5,  1880,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Peters.  The  parents,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  this  township  at 
an  early  date,  taking  a  considerable  tract  of  land,  which  they  developed 
into  a  large  farm.  John  Peters  is  still  living  and  resides  with  a  daughter 
in  the  village  of  Pepin.  His  wife  is  now  deceased.  Albert  Peters  in  his 
youth  attended  school  in  Pepin  village,  and  also  a  country  school  at  Lake- 
port.  Brought  up  on  his  parents’  farm,  he  became  familiar  from  an  early 
age  with  the  various  branches  of  agriculture  until  he  developed  into  a 
practical  farmer  himself.  He  began  independent  operations  on  his  pres¬ 
ent  place  in  1907  and  has  made  good  progress  as  a  dairy  farmer,  breeding 
Holstein  cattle.  His  barn  is  120  feet  long  and  is  thoroughly  equipped  with 
all  necessary  apparatus  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted,  while  his 
other  buildings  are  neat  and  substantial.  Mr.  Peters  is  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district,  being  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  church  at  Pepin.  On  June  18, 
1906,  Mr.  Peters  married  Lizzie  Ristow,  whose  parents  were  farmers  in 
Lincoln  township,  Buffalo  county,  where  she  attended  rural  school.  Her 
mother  is  now  dead,  but  her  father  resides  with  her  and  Mr.  Peters.  To  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife  one  child,  Wallace,  has  been  born. 

Martin  Larson,  a  pioneer  settler  in  the  village  of  Stockholm,  Pepin 
county,  and  founder  of  the  M.  Larson  &  Sons  Company,  a  flourishing  con¬ 
cern  dealing  in  grain,  cattle,  implements  and  automobiles,  was  born  in 
Norway  in  1847,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1855,  when  a  boy  of  about 
eight  years.  His  early  years  in  America  were  spent  in  Lake  City,  Minn., 
where  Jater  he  was  connected  with  the  grain  business  for  a  year.  For  a 
number  of  years  thereafter  he  was  engaged  chiefly  in  river  work,  running 
a  packet  between  Reed’s  Landing  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  also  being  agent 
two  years  for  the  Diamond  Joe  Steamboat  Company.  Then  coming  to 
Stockholm,  he  engaged  in  the  grain  and  mercantile  business  here,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  C.  J.  Swanson.  This  partnership  was  later  dissolved  and  the 
M.  Larson  &  Sons  Company  started — a  concern  that  has  had  a  prosperous 
career  up  to  the  present  time.  As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Stock¬ 
holm  village  and  township,  Mr.  Larson  identified  himself  with  the  affairs 
of  local  government,  serving  efficiently  on  the  town  and  school  boards.  His 
death  removed  from  the  community  one  of  its  most  highly  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens.  Mr.  Larson  married  Josephine  Olund,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  sons  in  Stockholm. 
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Morton  Larson,  a  prominent  young  business  man  of  Stockholm,  Pepin 
county,  a  member  of  M.  Larson  &  Sons  Company  and  financially  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  business  ventures,  was  born  in  Stockholm,  this  county,  Oct. 
25,  1888,  son  of  Martin  and  Josephine  (Olund)  Larson.  In  his  boyhood  he 
attended  school  in  this  village  also  taking  a  three  years’  course  at  the  Lake 
City  (Minn.)  high  school.  At  the  age  of  20  years  he  became  associated  in 
the  grain  business  with  his  father,  the  latter  then  being  in  partnership 
with  C.  J.  Swanson.  When  that  parnership  was  dissolved  the  M.  Larson  & 
Sons  Company  was  formed,  with  Morton  Larson  as  one  of  the  members. 
Since  the  father’s  death  the  business  has  been  carried  on  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  his  brothers,  Herman  and  Harold — Morton  supervising 
the  grain  department,  Herman  the  cattle,  and  Harold  the  automobile 
branch  of  the  business.  They  have  three  elevators,  one  at  Stockholm,  an¬ 
other  at  Pepin,  and  the  third  at  Maiden  Rock.  Wis.  They  are  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  real  estate  and  are  stockholders  in  the  Stockholm  State  Bank. 
Morton  Larson  was  married,  June  2,  1917,  to  Etta  Sherf,  who  was  born  in 
Frontenac,  Minn.,  and  she  attended  school  at  Lake  City,  Minn.,  and  later 
the  college  at  Winona.  Mr.  Larson  is  independent  in  politics  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  church.  As  a  business  man  he  has  demon¬ 
strated  his  ability  and  stands  high  in  commercial  circles,  while  personally 
he  has  achieved  a  wide  popularity. 

Leopold  Vogler,  who  is  conducting  agricultural  operations  on  a  farm 
of  160  acres  in  section  6,  Lima  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  Aus¬ 
tria,  Nov.  1,  1869,  son  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  (Brunner)  Vogler.  The 
parents,  both  natives  of  Austria,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1878,  set¬ 
tling  at  once  in  Lima  township,  this  county,  where  Joseph  Vogler  became  a 
farmer  and  land  owner.  He  now  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his 
son  Leopold,  being  practically  retired.  Leopold,  who  was  the  second  born 
of  his  parents’  six  children,  attended  school  for  about  three  months  only 
in  Lima  township.  When  18  years  old  he  began  working  for  others,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  with  his  earnings  until  he  married,  June  26,  1900,  Theresa 
Weiss,  a  native  of  Austria,  whose  parents,  Vince  and  Anna  (Paeschel) 
Weiss,  came  to  this  country  in  1882.  The  Weiss  family  settled  at  Fall 
Creek,  Pepin  county,  where  the  father  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  He  still  resides  there.  While  a  soldier  in  the  Austrian  army  he 
served  in  the  War  of  1868.  His  wife  died  May  11,  1911.  Their  daughter 
Anna  was  the  eldest  of  their  three  children,  and  was  educated  at  Fall 
Creek.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Mr.  Vogler  came  to  his  present  farm, 
on  which  he  has  made  a  number  of  improvements.  In  addition  to  his  tract 
of  160  acres  Mr.  Vogler  owns  40  acres  of  timber  land  in  Dunn  county 
and  40  acres  of  meadow  two  miles  southeast  of  his  farm.  He  is  carrying 
on  general  farming  on  a  profitable  basis  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
progressive  citizens  of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Hannah  Maria,  Angela  Pauline  and  Josephine  Anna. 

David  B.  McCourtie  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  son  of 
Jacob  S.  and  Sophia  Margaret  Bushman,  who  in  1842  brought  him  as  an 
infant  to  Milledgeville,  Carroll  County,  Illinois.  In  1854  he  came  with 
them  as  a  boy  to  Dead  Lake  Prairie  in  Pepin  county.  Nov.  11,  1861,  he 
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enlisted  in  Co.  G,  16th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Directly  after 
the  Battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  taken  with  typhoid  fever.  When  convalescent 
he  was  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  discharged  June  17,  1862, 
for  general  disability.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  since  that  time  has 
been  spent  in  Arkansaw  Village.  Mr.  McCourtie  was  married  Oct.  18, 
1861,  to  Fannie  Bell  Dickson,  of  Westfield,  New  York.  She  was  born 
March  5,  1844,  at  Westfield,  New  York,  daughter  of  Fayette  and  Isabell 
(Rexford)  Dickson,  the  former  a  native  of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Chilot,  Vermont.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
McCourtie  was  Robert  Dickson.  At  the  age  of  14,  after  his  mother,  who 
was  a  widow,  had  been  scalped  by  the  Indians  at  Cherry  Valley,  New  York, 
he  enlisted  and  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  the 
War  of  1812,  after  his  hair  had  been  sprinkled  with  the  frost  of  time, 
he  organized  a  company  of  men  of  about  his  own  age,  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  called  the  Silver  Gray  Company.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  McCourtie,  Banaja  Rexford,  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McCourtie  have  a  daughter,  Francis  F.,  and  a  foster  daughter, 
Florrie  D.  Francis  F.  was  born  Aug.  16,  1862,  and  was  married  Nov.  3, 
1881,  to  James  L.  Throne,  of  Eau  Galle ;  their  son,  Harry  David,  was  born 
June  12,  1896,  married  Mary  Gray  of  Menomonie,  and  has  a  child,  Laurence 
David,  born  July  2,  1917.  Florrie  D.  was  reared  in  the  McCourtie  home 
from  the  age  of  one  year.  She  was  married  Aug.  7,  1907,  to.  David  A. 
Schwartz,  then  principal  of  the  Glenwood  High  School,  now  one  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Stevens  Point  Normal  School.  They  have  a  pleasant  home 
made  happy  by  the  presence  of  four  children,  Florence  E.,  Margaret  F., 
Robert  D.  and  Arden  D. 

Jacob  S.  McCourtie  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  May  30, 
1812,  son  of  William  Henry  and  Mary  Griswold  Shears  McCourtie,  grand¬ 
son  of  John  and  Jennie  (McLoughlin)  McCourtie,  and  descended  from  real 
Highlanders  of  a  north-of-Scotland  clan.  John  McCourtie  was  bom  in 
Scotland  in  1745  and  was  married  in  Dumfries,  Scotland,  Dec.  23,  1773. 
Upon  coming  to  this  country,  he  lived  for  a  while  in  Saratoga  county,  New 
York,  and  then  moved  to  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
September,  1822.  Left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Jacob  S.,  the 
following  year,  secured  employment  at  $3  a  month,  and  thus  saved  enough 
money  to  further  pursue  his  education.  Subsequently  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business  and  was  employed  at  various  places.  As  a  young 
man  he  opened  the  first  store  in  West  Barre,  Orleans  county,  New  York. 
In  1842  he  opened  the  first  store  at  Milledgeville,  Carroll  county,  Illinois, 
and  two  years  later  was  appointed  first  postmaster  there.  A  decade 
later,  in  1854,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  still  farther  west.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  came  to  Pepin  county,  and  settled  on  the  south  side  of  Dead 
Lake  Prairie,  his  land  bordering  on  the  then  beautiful  lake  which  was 
about  three  miles  long  and  half  a  mile  wide  and  emptied  into  the  Chippewa 
River.  There  he  opened  a  store,  the  first  in  the  region.  Later  he  kept 
store  in  Arkansaw  Village,  until  his  failing  health  caused  his  retirement. 
He  died  Sept.  21,  1892,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lewis  Martin. 
Mr.  McCourtie  was  married  at  Conquest,  New  York,  Aug.  28,  1839,  to 
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Sophia  Margaret  Bushman,  of  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  who  came  to 
Pepin  county  with  him,  and  shared  in  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  years 
here.  She  died  at  the  old  home  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Nov.  18, 1885.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Mary,  Jeanette,  Julia,  Charles  R.,  Ellen, 
David  B.,  Alvira,  William  and  Eugenia.  Mary,  Jeanette  and  Julia  died 
in  infancy.  Charles  R.  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1861,  in  Co.  I,  Second  Minn. 
Vol.  Inf.  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  at  the  age  of  58 
in  Eldora,  Iowa.  Ellen  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  at  her  home  on  Dead 
Lake  Prairie.  David  B.  and  Mrs.  Alvira  Martin  live  in  Arkansaw  Village, 
Pepin  county.  William  lives  on  the  west  side  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  in 
Pepin  county.  Mrs.  Eugenia  Fleming  lives  in  Pepin. 

Dr.  Milton  Blachly  Ax  tell,  pioneer  of  Pepin  Village,  was  born  in  Mer¬ 
cer  county,  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  28,  1825,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Lov- 
eridge)  Axtell.  He  came  to  Pepin  in  1856,  and  followed  his  profession  as 
physician  and  surgeon  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  county,  and  was  an  important  factor  in  shaping  its  destinies. 
The  intimate  friend  of  every  family  for  miles  around,  he  shared  their  joys 
and  ‘sorrows,  and  was  widely  loved  and  respected.  He  served  in  numerous 
county  and  local  offices,  and  constantly  demonstrated  his  worth  as  a  useful 
citizen.  After  a  well  spent  life  he  died  August  3,  1907.  He  was  married. 
Sept.  9,  1856,  to  Emaline  McMichael,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  Feb.  25,  1836,  and  died  May  28.  1916,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Katharine  (Randolph)  McMichael.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Axtell  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Robert  Arthur,  born  Nov.  11,  1857-;  Mary 
Ella,  born  Oct.  1,  1860;  Oscar  M.,  Nov.  6,  1862;  Orla  B.,  Nov.  6,  1862;  Sam¬ 
uel,  Sept.  25,  1864;  Katharine,  July  21,  1866;  Emaline,  March  29,  1869; 
John  Milton,  March  18,  1871;  Ethel  Luverne,  Sept.  18,  1875;  Annie  Delle, 
Oct.  1,  1877;  Edith  Ciscilia,  June  19,  1879;  Lloyd  A.,  Feb.  11,  1881. 

Lloyd  A.  Axtell,  proprietor  of  the  Pepin  Herald,  and  a  business  man 
and  journalist  of  ability,  was  born  in  Pepin,  Pepin  county,  Feb.  11,  1881, 
son  of  Dr.  Milton  B.  and  Emaline  (McMichael)  Axtell.  After  passing 
through  the  school  grades  he  entered  the  Pepin  High  school  from  which 
he  was  graduated  1897.  He  had  already  begun  industrial  life  on  the  Pepin 
Star,  then  conducted  by  his  brothers,  and  he  continued  in  the  Star  office 
until  the  fall  of  1901.  He  then  visited  the  Pacific  coast,  working  as  a 
journeyman  printer,  and  returning  from  San  Francisco  in  the  fall  of  1906 
to  be  present  at  his  parents’  golden  wedding  anniversary.  On  Feb.  13, 
1908,  he  established  the  Pepin  Herald,  which  he  is  still  conducting,  and 
which  now  enjoys  a  good  circulation,  the  result  of  Mr.  Axtell’s  practical 
journalistic  experience  and  careful  management.  For  two  years  also  he 
conducted  a  paper  at  Maiden  Rock,  but  sold  out  his  interests  there  so  as 
+  devote  practically  his  whole  time  to  the  Herald.  He  is  well  equipped 
Loth  for  job  and  newspaper  printing,  and  his  job  work  is  by  no  means  an 
unimportant  part  of  his  business.  Mr.  Axtell  is  a  notary  public,  and  the 
only  court  commissioner  in  Pepin  county.  He  is  an  active  and  efficient 
member  of  the  Booster  Club  and  the  Civic  League,  which  have  done 
and  are  doing  much  to  promote  local  interests.  He  was  instrumental  in 
the  organization  of  the  Oakwood  Cemetery  Association  and  hks  been  secre- 
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tary  since  its  organization  in  1909.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
Pepin  Lodge,  No.  90,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master  and 
present  trustee,  and  of  Pepin  Chapter,  No.  32,  O.  E.  S.  Mr.  Axtell  was 
married  June  30,  1917,  to  Lora  Frances  Hill,  daughter  of  Alvah  Herbert 
and  Frances  (Moore)  Hill,  natives  of  New  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Axtell 
have  one  son,  Alvah  Thomas,  born  April  29,  1918. 

Orlin  Manor,  a  general  farmer  operating  the  old  Manor  farm  in  sec¬ 
tion  15,  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm, 
June  22,  1881,  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Manor.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Clinton  county,  New  York,  born  Sept.  15,  1846,  and  the 
mother  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  Oct.  26,  1851.  Their  marriage  took 
place  in  this  township.  Joseph  L.  Manor  came  to  Pepin  county  m  Septem¬ 
ber,  1866,  his  wife  coming  the  same  year  in  May.  For  ten  years  he  worked 
for  others,  being  employed  for  some  time  in  the  furniture  factory  in  Ar- 
kansaw,  and  also  on  the  Chippewa  and  Mississippi  rivers.  In  1876  he 
located  on  the  farm  in  section  15,  Waterville  township  on  which  his  son 
Orlin  now  lives,  and  which  was  then  covered  with  timber.  His  first  dwell¬ 
ing  was  a  log  shanty,  which  was  his  home  for  about  eight  years  and  he 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  farm,  clearing  the  land  and  making  im¬ 
provements.  He  became  a  stockholder  in  the  Telephone  company  and 
helped  to  support  other  enterprises,  being  an  active  and  progressive  citi¬ 
zen.  He  is  still  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  though  now  retired.  His 
wife  died  in  1915.  Joseph  L.  and  Sarah  Manor  had  a  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren.  Their  first  and  second  born  died  in  infancy.  The  third  was  William, 
who  is  now  a  farmer  in  Waterville  township.  Joseph  J.,  the  fourth-born, 
also  resides  in  this  township.  Sarah  D.  died  at  the  age  of  14  years ;  Orlin 
was  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Moodie  Bashaw  of  Arkan- 
saw,  and  Arthur  resides  near  the  old  homestead  in  this  township.  Orlin 
Manor  acquired  his  education  in  Waterville  township,  attending  district 
school.  He  was  engaged  in  assisting  his  father  until  1905,  in  which  year 
he  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  has  since  operated  it  in  a  general  way, 
raising  both  crops  and  stock,  and  is  also  financially  interested  in  the 
Waterville  Creamery,  the  Telephone  Company,  and  the  Woodman  Hall 
Company  at  Arkansaw.  In  politics  Mr.  Manor  is  independent,  though 
leaning  to  Republican  doctrines.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Camp  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Arkansaw.  Mr.  Manor  was  married  Dec.  20, 
1904,  to  Nellie  Wakefield,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  daughter 
of  John  and  Laura  (Hete)  Wakefield,  her  mother  being  a  native  of  this 
township  and  her  father  of  Pennsylvania.  The  latter  came  to  Pepin 
County  with  his  parents  when  a  babe  two  years  old.  He  became  a  farmer 
and  land  owner  here,  but  in  1910  he  and  his  wife  went  to  North  Dakota, 
settling  near  Valley  City.  He  is  expecting,  however,  soon  to  return  to 
Pepin  county  to  settle  on  a  smaller  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manor  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Harold  Joseph,  Lyman  John  and  Laura  Sarah. 
The  family  is  a  well  known  and  respected  one  in  Waterville  township. 

Mark  Henry  Bien,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser,  who, 
in  association  with  his  son  James,  is  operating  two  farms,  one  of  96  acres 
in  section  20,  Waterville  township,  where  he  resides,  and  another  of  64 
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acres  in  Durand  township,  was  born  near  Lancaster,  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  July  30,  1864.  His  parents  were  John  Henry  and  Margaret  Lucinda 
(Wilkins)  Bien.  The  father,  who  was  born  at  Steinbeck,  Germany,  and 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  22  years, 
landing  at  New  York,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years.  Then  coming 
west  to  Pepin  county,  Wis.,  he  resided  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie  for  two  years, 
a.nd  then,  in  1868,  homesteaded  the  farm  where  his  son,  Mark  H.,  now 
lives,  which  was  then  unimproved.  Here  he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his 
life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  improving  his  farm  from  time  to  time 
as  he  advanced  in  prosperity.  His  first  home  was  a  small  log  shanty  and 
he  brought  his  first  flour  home  on  a  hand-sled  from  Wabasha.  After  a 
long,  active  and  successful  career  he  died  in  1903.  His  wife,  Margaret  L., 
who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  they  were  married,  sur¬ 
vived  him  some  years,  passing  away  in  1910.  Their  family  was  large, 
numbering  twelve  children,  of  whom  Mark  Henry  was  the  ninth  in  order 
of  birth.  Mark  Henry  Bien  was  brought  up  on  his  parents’  farm  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school.  He  early  became  acquainted 
with  farm  work,  gaining  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture,  stock 
raising  and  dairying,  and  at  the  age  of  19  began  working  out  for  others, 
being  thus  occupied  until  his  marriage  in  1888.  He  then  moved  to  Glen- 
wood,  St.  Croix  county,  where  he  engaged  as  a  contractor  in  mason  work, 
both  stone  and  brick,  and  in  plastering.  That  business  he  followed  there 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  back  to  Waterville 
township,  but  continued  as  a  contractor  until  1913,  when  he  took  up  agri¬ 
cultural  work  on  the  old  homestead,  a  farm  of  96  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  he  is  operating  as  a  general  stock  farm  with  his  son  James,  who  is 
half  owner.  They  also  operate  the  farm  of  64  acres  in  Durand  township 
and  are  breeding  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle,  strictly  for  beef  purposes.  The 
home  farm  is  fully  equipped,  having  all  necessary  modern  improvements. 
Mr.  Bien  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Waterville  Creamery  Company,  the 
Farmers  Telephone  Company  at  Arkansaw,  the  Farmers  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  also  in  the  Cyclone  and  Hail  Insurance  Company.  In  politics 
a  socialist,  he  has  served  as  assessor  of  Waterville  township.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  union  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity,  and  belongs 
also  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  to  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  at 
Arkansaw.  On  Nov.  25,  1888,  Mark  Henry  Bien  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Minnie  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Waterville  township,  Pepin  county, 
daughter  of  David  and  Eleanor  (Paquett)  Martin.  Her  family  came  to 
Wisconsin  frorrt  the  East,  David  Martin  being  a  native  of  Lower  Canada 
and  his  wife  of  Vermont.  They  resided  for  some  time  in  New  York  State, 
or  until  1865,  when  they  began  pioneer  farming  on  wild  land  in  Waterville 
township,  this  county.  Mr.  Martin  died  in  1902  and  his  wife  ten  years 
previously.  They  were  worthy,  industrious  people,  well  liked  by  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  Their  family  numbered  13  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  H.  Bien 
are  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Lottie  May,  wife  of  Ernest  Yarrington, 
a  farmer  of  Spring  Creek,  Buffalo  county;  James  Mark,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  of  which,  as  already  stated,  he  is  half  owner,  and  who 
is  unmarried;  Lillie  Lucile,  wife  of  Peter  Patnade,  a  farmer  living  at 
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Rust,  Dunn  county ;  Iva  Belle,  residing  at  home,  Etta  Altha,  who  is  attend¬ 
ing  a  training  school  at  Eau  Claire,  and  Stella  Marie,  Gladys  Amelia  and 
Kenneth  Frederick,  residing  at  home. 

David  Martin,  a  respected  citizen  of  Waterville  township,  owning  land 
in  section  20,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  March  8,  1859,  son  of  David 
and  Elenora  (Paquett)  Martin.  The  father,  a  native  of  Lower  Canada, 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1865,  and  locating  on  wild  land  in  this  township, 
began  pioneer  farming,  living  in  a  small  log  shanty  with  a  half  roof.  Later 
he  built  a  larger  log  house  and  resided  on  his  farm  until  his  death  in 
1902.  His  wife  had  passed  away  ten  years  before.  Their  family  numbered 
13  children.  David  Martin  was  educated  in  the  school  district  in  which  he 
now  lives.  When  only  15  years  old  he  began  working  on  the  river  during 
the  summers,  also  doing  other  work  at  intervals,  and  continued  to  be  thus 
employed  until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of  23  years,  when  he  engaged  in 
fanning  in  this  vicinity.  In  1901  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  Big  Cooley, 
section  20,  where  he  still  resides,  and  which  contains  46  acres  of  valuable 
land.  This  farm  he  now  rents  out,  not  being  able  to  operate  it  himself  on 
account  of  an  injury  to  his  eyes.  This  misfortune  happened  to  him  several 
years  ago,  when  he  accidentally  stuck  an  awl  into  the  left  side  of  his  face 
near  the  eye,  which  has  resulted  in  considerable  impairment  of  his  eye¬ 
sight.  Although  he  has  had  expert  treatment  at  Rochester,  Minneapolis 
and  other  cities,  no  material  benefit  has  been  derived.  Mr.  Martin  was 
married  in  1879  to  Orie  Bazelle,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  daughter  of 
Kenneth  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Bazelle,  she  being  the  third  born  in  a  family 
of  six  children.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are:  George, 
residing  in  Motley,  Minn.;  Nell,  wife  of  William  Paul,  an  electrician  of 
Durand,  Pepin  county;  Earl,  who  is  employed  in  a  nursery  at  Lake  City, 
Minn.,  and  Ray,  who  lives  at  home  but  works  out  at  intervals.  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tin,  the  mother  of  these  children,  is  an  invalid,  so  that  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  have  had  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  misfortune.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  a  log  school  house  in  the  district  in  which  she  now  lives.  Kenneth 
Bazelle,  father  of  Mrs.  David  Martin,  was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  was  an 
early  settler  in  Pepin  county.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  worked 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  old  furniture  factory,  also  at  one  time  in 
a  machine  shop.  Later  he  moved  to  Lake  City,  Minn.,  where  he  died. 
His  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Jones)  Bazelle  then  returned  to  Durand  where  her 
death  occurred  later.  Mr.  Bazelle  was  a  man  who  had  traveled  much  and 
was  well  informed  and  broad  minded.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
six  children. 

Olof  Mattson,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  in  sec¬ 
tion  25,  Pepin  township,  Pepin  county,  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Sweden,  Oct.  22,  1871,  son  of  Olof  and  Karin  (Halsted)  Mattson.  The 
father  was  a  wood  worker  by  occupation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
deceased,  his  death  occurring  in  1904,  when  he  was  58  years  old.  Both 
were  bom  in  the  year  1846.  Olof  Mattson,  Jr.,  the  direct  subject  of  this 
sketch,  attended  school  in  Helsingland,  Sweden,  but  obtained  only  a  lim¬ 
ited  education,  as  he  began  industrial  life  when  he  was  only  nine  years 
old,  working  on  neighboring  farms.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
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and  afterwards  worked  in  a  lumber  yard.  At  the  age  of  18  he  became 
watchman  in  a  large  forest,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  he  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1902,  locating  in  Minneapolis,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  Then  going  to  North  Dakota,  he  worked  in  the  Lake-Knight 
coal  mines,  near  Sims,  that  state.  Later  he  took  up  farming  at  Spirit- 
wood,  N.  D.,  and  followed  that  occupation  there  for  ten  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  or  in  October,  1914,  he  came  to  Pepin  township,  this 
county,  and  commenced  agricultural  operations  on  his  present  farm  of  80 
acres,  which  he  purchased.  The  land  is  fertile  and  Mr.  Mattson  has  a 
good  set  of  buildings  and  all  the  appliances  for  successful  farming  under 
modern  conditions.  He  has  advanced  steadily  on  the  road  to  prosperity 
and  is  realizing  good  financial  returns  on  his  investment  through  persist¬ 
ent  industry.  He  is  also  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  and  he  is  independent  in  politics.  On  Oct.  23,  1893,  Mr. 
Mattson  was  married  to  Anna  Christina  Hedlund,  daughter  of  Per  and 
Britla  (Lindberg)  Hedlund,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Helsingland. 
Sweden,  the  father  a  woodworker  and  carpenter  by  occupation.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mattson  are  among  the  substantial  farmers  and  respected  residents 
of  Pepin  township,  in  which  they  have  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

William  Roller,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  23,  Durand  township, 
Pepin  county,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Lima,  this  county,  April  9, 
1889,  son  of  Engelbert  and  Mary  (Dallemahls)  Roller.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Austria,  the  father  born  Oct.  26,  1851,  and  the  mother  Sept.  5, 
1851.  They  came  to  America,  in  1880,  and  locating  in  Lima  township, 
Pepin  county,  Wis.,  bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  There  Engle- 
bert  Roller  continued  until  his  death  July  5,  1908.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  township  and  served  on  its  board,  and  was  treas¬ 
urer  for  a  number  of  years,  being  also  a  member  of  the  district  school 
board.  He  also  helped  to  found  the  Bear  Creek  creamery,  now  abandoned. 
His  widow  now  resides  with  a  son  in  Durand  township.  Their  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  eight  children:  Joseph,  born  May  16,  1882,  now  residing  on  the 
old  homestead;  Lena,  born  Jan.  25,  1877,  now  wife  of  Carl  Schuch,  a 
farmer  of  Rock  creek,  Dunn  county;  Mary,  born  Jan.  28,  1880,  wife  of 
Anton  M.  Bauer,  a  farmer  of  Albany  township,  Pepin  county ;  William,  of 
Durand  township;  Ignatz,  born  July  25,  1891,  a  farmer  of  Durand  town¬ 
ship;  Frank  Roller,  born  Feb.  23,  1884,  who  died  April  28,  1895;  Wilibert, 
born  Aug.  4,  1887,  who  died  Aug.  11,  1887;  and  John,  born  Feb.  6,  1878, 
who  died  Feb.  26,  1909.  William  Roller  attended  district  school  No.  2 
in  Lima  township  and  resided  at  home  until  3  years  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  He  then  bought  from  his  brother  John  a  farm  in  Albany  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  Then  selling  that  place,  he  came 
to  his  present  farm,  which  contains  182  acres  of  valuable  land  which  he 
operates  in  a  general  way,  raising  both  crops  and  stock.  He  has  improved 
the  place,  which  is  now  modern  and  up  to  date  in  every  respect.  In  politics 
he  is  independent  and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Lima. 
He  was  married  June  27,  1911,  to  Laura  Kraeft,  who  was  born  in  Durand, 
April  1,  1890,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Brenner)  Kraeft.  She  was  a 
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graduate  of  the  Durand  High  School  belonging  to  the  class  of  1909  and 
taught  several  years  in  the  rural  districts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roller  have  two 
children:  Wilma  Anna,  born  June  3,  1912,  and  Katherine  Marie,  born  April 
3, 1914.  Robert  Kraeft,  father  of  Mrs.  Roller,  was  bom  in  Germany,  Feb.  17, 
1857,  and  in  early  life  was  a  stone  mason.  After  coming  to  this  country 
in  1881  he  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  in  Durand,  where  he  died  May 
22,  1914.  His  wife,  Mary  Brenner  Kraeft,  was  born  in  Canton  township, 
Buffalo  county,  Wis.,  March  5, 1863.  She  is  still  living,  being  a  resident  of 
Durand.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Louisa,  now  deceased; 
Laura,  wife  of  William  Roller;  Edward,  who  resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  Theresa,  who  is  single  and  lives  with  her  mother,  being  employed  as 
a  telephone  operator  at  Durand,  Wis. 

Walter  L.  Hunter,  a  well  known  and  prominent  citizen  of  Pepin,  was 
born  at  Pine  Island,  Minn.,  Dec.  12,  1867,  son  of  Arnold  and  Caroline  (Ster¬ 
ling)  Hunter.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father 
born  Oct.  29,  1827,  the  mother  in  1832.  Arnold  Hunter  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  wagon  maker.  Coming  to  Minnesota  in  1849,  he  lo¬ 
cated  at  Oronoco,  where  he  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer,  remaining  in 
that  locality  until  1881.  He  went  out  from  Rochester  with  the  first  steam 
thresher  that  was  ever  seen  in  that  part  of  the  state.  In  the  year  last 
mentioned  he  went  to  Devil’s  Lake,  N.  D.,  where  he  bought  land  and 
farmed  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  started  a  wagon  shop 
in  Menominee,  in  company  with  George  Cook,  and  they  continued  in  the 
business  together  until  1896,  when  Mr.  Hunter  retired.  He  now  resides  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  At  various  times  he  held  local  office,  and  was  a  prominent 
citizen  in  his  community.  His  wife  died  in  1871.  Thev  had  nine  children, 
of  whom  Walter  L.  was  the  youngest.  Walter  L.  Hunter  attended  school 
at  Menominee,  Wis.  At  the  age  of  13  years  he  came  to  Pepin,  and  secured 
a  job  on  board  a  steamboat  as  roustabout.  He  had  set  his  heart  on  be¬ 
coming  a  pilot  and  after  serving  for  some  seven  years  on  the  river  in  va¬ 
rious  capacities  he  obtained  a  pilot’s  license.  The  first  boat  of  which 
he  had  charge  as  pilot  and  captain  was  the  Isaac  Staples,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  for  nine  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  worked  as  pilot  for  ex-Gov- 
ernor  Van  Sant  and  afterwards  for  the  S.  &  J.  C.  Atley  Lumber  Company 
of  Ft.  Madison,  la.  He  had  the  distinction  of  running  the  last  raft  of 
lumber  down  the  river  through  Pepin,  the  raft  passing  Pepin  Aug.  6,  1915, 
at  which  time  a  photograph  was  made  of  it,  of  which  Capt.  Hunter  has 
a  print.  For  two  years  Capt.  Hunter  ran  the  Morning  Star  between  Daven¬ 
port,  la.,  and  St.  Paul.  Aside  from  his  river  work  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Pepin  Pickling  Company,  the  Theis  Lumber  Company,  of  Pepin,  and  the 
Pepin  Creamery.  He  also  owns  160  acres  of  farm  land  in  Pepin  township, 
but  makes  his  home  in  Pepin  village.  He  is  still  occupied  in  river  work,  for 
which  he  has  always  had  a  liking.  At  the  time  he  started  in  this  work 
there  were  127  boats  on  the  river  carrying  lumber.  Capt.  Hunter  was 
married  Nov.  11,  1891,  to  Minnie  Belle  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  Pepin, 
daughter  of  P.  N.  and  Sarah  Jane  (Howard)  Tuttle.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  bom  near  Toronto,  while  her  mother  was  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Pepin  for  many 
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years,  and  also  operated  a  steam  ferry.  He  built  the  Belle  of  Pepin,  which 
he  ran  for  a  number  of  years,  finally  giving  up  the  river  and  devoting  his 
whole  attention  to  the  livery  business.  His  death  occurred  in  1905.  His 
wife  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Pepin.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have  one 
child,  Caroline  Blanche,  who  is  now  a  student  at  Pepin  high  school.  The 
Captain  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  of  the  Equitable  Fraternity  Union. . 

William  John  Gordon,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  old  Gordon  Farms  in 
Waterville  and  Waubeek  townships,  Pepin  county,  is  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  vicinity,  and  is  not  only  highly  esteemed  in  his  immediate  neigh¬ 
borhood,  but  also  in  the  city  of  Durand  and  the  village  of  Arkansaw,  where 
he  has  both  business  and  social  relations.  He  is  an  active,  wideawake, 
progressive  farmer,  of  excellent  standing,  and  has  made  a  success  of  his 
various  endeavors.  Born  in  Eau  Galle  township,  Dunn  county,  this  state, 
March  28,  1869,  he  is  the  son  of  William  John  and  Ellen  (Davidson) 
Gordon,  who  brought  him  to  Pepin  county  when  he  was  a  baby  of  one  year. 
He  attended  school  in  Waubeek  township  and  in  Waterville  township,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life.  As  a 
young  man  he  assisted  his  parents  in  every  phase  of  their  active  endeavors, 
and  in  their  declining  years  gave  them  every  care  and  attention,  demon¬ 
strating  as  a  son  those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  have  character¬ 
ized  him  in  every  walk  of  life.  Upon  his  father’s  death  he  came  into  pos¬ 
session  of  the  home  farm  of  400  acres,  the  residence,  and  forty  acres  lying 
in  section  19,  Waubeek  township,  and  the  remaining  acres  in  sections  29 
and  30,  Waterville  township.  He  has  made  many  improvements,  until  he 
now  has  a  well-developed  place,  with  a  comfortable  home  and  other  suitable 
farm  buildings.  On  this  place  he  successfully  conducts  general  farming 
operations,  raising  diversified  crops  and  breeding  some  good  stock,  his 
cattle  being  graded  Holsteins  and  his  horses  graded  Percherons.  The  farm 
is  connected  with  the  Arkansaw  Telephone  Company,  in  which  Mr.  Gordon 
is  a  stockholder.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  at 
Durand. 

E.  Orlando  Anderson,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural 
class  in  Stockholm  township,  Pepin  county,  having  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres 
in  section  29,  was  born  in  this  township,  Aug.  16,  1868,  son  of  Erik  and 
Anna  (Anderson)  Anderson.  He  is  of  Scandinavian  ancestry,  his  father 
having  been  born  in  Sweden  in  1846  and  his  mother  in  Norway  in  1848. 
They  were  married  May  23,  1867.  Erik  Anderson  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1854  with  his  parents,  who  first  settled  at  Moline,  Ill.  From 
there  the  family  came  by  steamboat  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Stockholm, 
this  county,  and  here  Erik  Anderson  was  reared  and  grew  to  manhood.  He 
became  a  farmer,  buying  land  and  establishing  the  farm  which  his  son, 
E.  Orlando,  is  now  operating.  His  death  occurred  in  1910.  His  wife,  who 
survived  him,  is  living  at  Stockholm,  Wis.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children.  E.  Orlando  Anderson  acquired  the  elements  of  knowledge 
in  district  school  No.  2,  Stockholm  township,  and  also  attended  for  a  short 
time  the  Stockholm  village  school.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  parental 
homestead,  which  he  has  operated  on  his  own  account  since  he  was  22  years 
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old,  and  has  been  its  owner  since  1890.  Many  of  the  improvements  on  the 
place  were  made  by  him,  and  he  has  equipped  the  farm  with  good  modern 
buildings.  He  is  doing  a  successful  business  as  a  general  agriculturist,  and 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Company  and  the  Stockholm 
Co-operative  Creamery.  He  is  also  numbered  among  the  members  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  Camp  at  Stockholm.  He  has  served  as  clerk  of  the 
school  board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Lund,  Pepin  township.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  On  March 
28,  1891,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hilda  Ahl,  who  was 
born  in  Pepin  township,  Feb.  3,  1869,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  C.  Ahl. 
Her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Okna  Jankoping,  Sweden,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1865,  settling  in  Pepin  township,  this  county,  where  they 
engaged  in  farming.  She  was  educated  in  the  Olund  district  school  in  that 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  a  family  of  seven  children:  Harry, 
who  resides  on  the  home  farm ;  Chester,  a  farmer  in  Pepin  township,  who 
married  Luella  Seifert,  April  19,  1916,  and  has  one  child,  Maurice;  and 
Violet,  Dorance,  Wilford,  Ethel  and  Melvin,  who  are  residing  at  home. 
Harry  Anderson  married  Olga  Bjurquist,  Nov.  27,  1917,  and  has  one  child, 
Howard.  Violet  Anderson  married  Edward  Matson,  Nov.  5,  1917. 

Emil  Leicht,  president  and  manager  of  the  Leicht  Press  and  West- 
licher  Herold  Publishing  Company,  extensive  publishers  and  commercial 
printers,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Winona,  Minn.,  where  his  activi¬ 
ties,  interests  and  public  service  are  varied.  He  was  born  at  Fountain 
City,  Wis.,  Jan.  3,  1873,  son  of  Joseph  and  Henrietta  (Schmid)  Leicht. 
He  was  taken  to  Winona  by  his  parents,  and  there  completed  his  graded 
studies  and  passed  through  the  high  school.  Since  early  boyhood  he  has 
been  interested  in  printing  and  publishing.  In  addition  to  publishing  the 
“Westlicher  Herold,”  the  “Sonntags  Winona,”  the  “Volksblatt  des 
Westens”  and  the  “National  Farmer  &  Familien  Journal,”  established  by 
his  father,  he  has  gradually  bought  other  papers,  most  of  which  he  has  con¬ 
solidated  with  his  older  publications,  so  that  he  is  now  the  most  extensive 
German-language  newspaper  proprietor  in  the  Northwest.  His  commer¬ 
cial  printing  finds  a  market  throughout  the  United  States.  A  thoroughly 
patriotic  American  citizen,  a  leader  among  his  fellow  men,  he  wields  a 
heavy  influence  both  personally  and  through  the  medium  of  his  news¬ 
papers.  He  has  served  in  public  positions  such  as  member  of  the  Winona 
school  board,  and  has  done  efficient  work  on  various  committees.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  is  also  allied  with  the  U.  C.  T.  of 
A.  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  His  three  clubs  are  the  Elks’,  the  Arlington 
and  the  Social  Red  Men.  Mr.  Leicht  was  married  at  Winona,  in  1894,  to 
Helen  Bollman,  and  has  two  daughters  and  a  son:  Gretchen,  Dorothy  and 
Frederick. 

Joseph  Leicht,  a  pioneer  newspaper  man  of  Buffalo  county,  was  born 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  July  4,  1845,  attended  the  public  schools  and  gym¬ 
nasium  of  his  native  place,  and  then  entered  the  University  of  Wuerzburg, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  In  1867  he  came  to  America  and  secured 
employment  with  the  “Abendzeitung  and  Neue  Welt,”  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
until  1869.  In  May  of  that  year  he  came  up  the  Mississippi  River  by  boat, 
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landed  at  Fountain  City,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  "Buffalo  County 
Republikaner.”  In  1871  he  purchased  the  sheet  and  changed  its  politics 
to  Democratic.  The  business  grew  to  such  proportions  that  Mr.  Leicht 
moved  to  Winona,  where  on  Jan.  21,  1881,  he  issued  the  first  number  of 
the  “Westlicher  Herold.”  Gradually  he  added  other  papers  to  his  list, 
and  also  built  up  a  large  job  business.  In  1904,  in  order  to  better  handle 
his  growing  publishing  interests,  he  incorporated  the  Westlicher  Herold 
Publishing  Company,  with  himself  as  president  and  manager.  A  man  of 
jovial  disposition  and  fraternal  instincts,  he  became  a  popular  member  and 
officeholder  in  the  B.  P.  0.  E.,  the  U.  C.  T.,  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  and  A.  0.  U.  E. 
and  other  organizations.  Aug.  20,  1894,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  he  was  elected 
Supreme  Arch.,  the  highest  office  of  the  Supreme  Grove  of  the  United 
Ancient  Order  of  Druids,  a  position  he  filled  with  much  credit.  Socially 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Arlington  and  Philharmonic  clubs.  A  prominent 
Democrat,  he  was  in  1892  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  party  as  a  candidate 
for  state  treasurer.  He  served  many  years  on  the  Winona  school  board 
and  in  other  capacities.  His  whole  life  was  one  of  notable  achievement. 
He  died  May  8,  1908,  on  the  German-Lloyd  steamship  Luetzow  while  en 
route  for  the  old  country.  His  remains  were  brought  back  to  their  final 
resting  place  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  Winona.  Mr.  Leicht  was  married 
at  Fountain  City,  April  8,  1870,  to  Henrietta  Schmid,  who  died  March  18, 
1908,  a  few  days  prior  to  her  husband’s  death. 
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AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT 

(By  E.  F.  Ganz) 

From  the  log-cabin  to  the  modernly  equipped  farm  house,  from  the 
straw-shed  to  the  up-to-date  barn,  from  the  scythe  and  cradle  to  the  mower 
and  selfbinder,  from  the  flail  to  the  steam  thresher,  from  the  ox-cart  to 
the  automobile,  the  tractor  and  the  auto-truck,  and  from  the  message  car¬ 
ried  by  the  barefoot  boy  to  the  one  transmitted  from  farm-house  to  farm¬ 
house  by  rural  telephone,  is  a  far  cry,  and  yet  all  these  changes  have  taken 
place  within  Buffalo  County  during  the  past  sixty  years  and  most  of  them 
during  the  last  half  century,  or  since  the  Civil  war.  It  is  true  that  al¬ 
though  these  changes  came  on  gradually,  the  contrast  to  one  who  has  lived 
through  all  of  them  is  nevertheless  so  great  as  to  seem  almost  marvelous, 
while  those  of  the  younger  generation  seem  to  take  all  these  things  which 
they  enjoy,  in  a  matter-of-fact  way  and  seldom  if  ever  stop  to  think  how 
they  were  brought  about  and  what  were  the  strifes  and  struggles,  the  pri¬ 
vations  and  hardships  endured  by  their  ancestors  to  bring  about  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  exist  today. 

That  they  may  be  brought  to  more  clearly  realize  all  these  things  and 
better  appreciate  the  many  comforts  and  conveniences  which  they  enjoy, 
the  present  generation  may  profitably  spend  a  few  minutes  in  reading  about 
what  their  ancestors  did,  and  therefore  it  seems  not  out  of  place  in  a  work 
of  this  kind  to  devote  some  little  space  to  conditions  as  the  early  settlers 
found  them  on  coming  here  and  the  first  attempts  at  developing  the  agri¬ 
cultural  resources  of  this  section.  That  they  were  necessarily  crude  and 
progressed  slowly  is  due  to  many  adverse  circumstances,  among  them  the 
scarcity  of  money  and  everything  else  necessary  in  carrying  on  the  work. 

The  topography  of  Buffalo  County,  of  course,  had  much  to  do  in  de¬ 
termining  its  adaptability  to  agriculture  and  although  the  broken  nature 
of  its  surface,  in  some  ways,  detracted  from  the  advantages  offered  along 
that  line  there  were  other  compensating  features  which  tended  to  bring  to 
a  realization  the  expectations  of  those  who  had  faith  in  the  agricultural 
possibilities  of  this  region.  The  many  streams  which  drain  the  surface, 
cut  up  the  county  into  valleys  which  are  separated  by  high  hills,  locally 
designated  as  bluffs,  hence  the  tillable  land  is  found  in  these  valleys  and 
on  the  ridges  of  these  bluffs  where  they  are  not  too  narrow  and  rocky. 
Although  there  is  some  slight  difference  in  climatic  conditions  between 
the  valleys  and  uplands  the  products  are  practically  the  same. 

Before  the  date  of  settlement  “prairie  fires,”  as  they  were  commonly 
called,  although  they  occurred  in  places  that  could  not  properly  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  prairie,  were  of  frequent  occurrence  and  left  a  large  part  of  the 
county,  especially  the  wider  valleys,  free  from  trees  and  brush,  while  the 
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shaded  slopes  and  uplands  or  ridges  of  the  bluffs  were  generally  heavily 
timbered.  This,  of  course,  tended  largely  to  induce  the  first  settlers  to 
make  their  homes  in  the  valleys  or  in  the  open  country,  since  clearing  a 
piece  of  land  from  heavy  timber  was  by  no  means  an  easy  undertaking. 
Other  features  that  favored  settlement  in  the  valleys,  were  the  proximity 
of  water  and  the  fact  that  the  market  places  along  the  Mississippi  were 
more  easily  reached  by  following  the  creeks  and  rivers  to  their  mouths. 
We  therefore  find  the  earliest  settlements  close  to  the  Mississippi  or  near 
the  mouths  of  its  tributaries,  where  the  soil  was  perhaps  neither  so  fertile 
nor  the  land  as  level  as  farther  inland  and  the  determining  factor  was 
evidently  proximity  to  market  and  ability  to  communicate  with  the  outside 
world. 

Although  the  so-called  prairie  lands,  above  referred  to,  yielded  readily 
to  cultivation,  those  who  settled  upon  them,  nevertheless,  were  confronted 
by  many  difficulties  and  had  obstacles  to  overcome  that  to  the  present  day 
farmer  would  appear  insurmountable.  In  the  first  place  they  had  no  roads, 
for  although  they  followed  the  watercourses,  there  were  swamps  and 
marshes,  steep  banks,  fallen  trees  and  ledges  of  rock,  besides  boulders,  etc., 
to  obstruct  their  passage  and  oftentimes  they  were  forced  to  unhitch  their 
oxen,  unload  their  loads  and  not  unfrequently  to  take  apart  their  wagons 
in  order  to  cross  some  of  these  obstructions.  Railroads  there  were  none 
within  a  hundred  miles  and  without  roads  or  bridges  transportation  was  a 
serious  problem  indeed.  However,  this  was  but  one  of  the  difficulties  that 
the  pioneers  met  with.  There  were  houses  to  be  built  and  fences  to  be  put 
up  and  all  the  material  had  to  be  brought  some  distance,  as  timber  was 
scarce  in  the  valleys  and  what  there  was,  was  unfit  for  building  material. 

As  an  illustration,  a  story  which  was  related  to  me  many  years  ago 
and  some  of  the  details  of  which  I  may  have  forgotten,  may  serve. 

“A  young  man,  who  in  Switzerland  had  followed  the  occupation  of 
weaver,  located  near  one  of  the  principal  streams  in  the  county,  consider¬ 
ing  the  place  well  adapted  to  a  prospective  millsite.  He  came  there  prac¬ 
tically  empty-handed  and  without  a  cent  of  money.  All  he  had  was  an 
axe  and  two  augurs,  one  of  them,  I  think,  being  a  borrowed  one.  Thus 
equipped,  he  set  about  to  build  a  house  and  manufacture  his  furniture. 
The  walls  of  his  cabin  were  of  small  logs,  chinked  and  plastered  with  clay. 
The  roof  was  of  slabs  and  bark,  thatched  with  pine  boughs  and  grass,  while 
the  floor  was  of  puncheons,  hewn  with  the  axe.  The  door  had  hinges  made 
with  the  axe  and  the  two  augurs.  Not  a  nail  was  used  in  making  either 
the  cabin  nor  any  of  its  equipment.  The  table  and  chair  were  made  by 
hewing  a  block  on  one  side  and  by  inserting  stakes  for  legs  on  the  under 
side,  while  the  bed  was  a  bunk  of  puncheons,  built  against  the  wall,  covered 
with  twigs  of  white  pine,  of  which  there  was  a  grove  surrounding  the 
cabin.  This,  with  a  few  wooden  pegs  driven  into  the  wall,  completed  the 
equipment.  Deer  in  large  numbers  disported  themselves  in  the  prairie 
across  the  creek  and  in  the  woods  back  of  the  cabin,  prairie  chickens  and 
partridges  were  abundant,  while  wood  pigeons  by  the  million  flew  by,  but 
all  this  tended  only  to  make  the  young  pioneer’s  mouth  water,  for  he  had 
neither  gun  nor  ammunition,  nor  trap  nor  snare.  In  the  waterfall  below 
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his  home,  were  splendid  trout  in  large  schools,  but  as  he  had  neither  hook 
nor  line  they  were  safe  from  him,  his  knowledge  of  woodcraft  being  about 
equal  to  his  resources  for  hunting  and  trapping — a  minus  quantity.  He 
did  not  remain  there  very  long  and  the  spot  where  his  cabin  stood  is  today 
still  a  wilderness,  for  although  the  mill  was  built,  it  is  located  farther  down 
the  stream  and  was  built  by  one  more  experienced  and  more  blessed  with 
this  world’s  goods,  our  friend  locating  on  some  of  the  fertile  lands  in  the 
valley  where  by  frugality  and  industry  he  amassed  a  comfortable  fortune 
which  he  is  now  enjoying  in  his  old  age,  a  retired  gentleman-farmer.” 

Such  were  some  of  the  conditions  that  confronted  the  pioneers  and 
although  not  all  of  them  started  in  this  primitive  way,  the  log  cabin  and 
the  trusty  axe  played  a  major  role  in  the  history  of  every  pioneer. 

Coming  as  they  did  mostly  from  Europe,  although  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  the  early  settlers  were  from  the  East,  they  found 
things  vastly  different  from  conditions  in  their  old  homes.  There  they 
had  fairly  comfortable  houses,  good  roads,  cultivated  fields,  schools  and 
churches,  and  their  homes  were  in  or  near  villages  or  hamlets.  They 
were  not  used  to  improved  farm  machinery,  hence  they  were  in  this 
respect,  at  least,  not  handicapped.  Many  of  them  were  professional  men, 
tradesmen  and  factory  workers  from  the  cities  of  Europe,  but  taking 
counsel  of  their  more  experienced  neighbors,  they  soon  adapted  them¬ 
selves  to  the  new  circumstances,  for  they  had  come  here  to  make  homes 
for  themselves  and  their  families.  They  exchanged  work  and  clubbed 
together  in  various  ways.  A  breaking  plow  was  a  fortune  and  its  pos¬ 
sessor  was  a  man  much  esteemed  and  sought  after,  and  a  yoke  of  oxen 
often  made  the  rounds  of  the  neighborhood  helping  out  here  and  there. 
Oftentimes  two  settlers  who  owned  an  ox  apiece  would  work  together. 
The  grain  was  cut  with  the  cradle  bound  by  hand  and  often  threshed 
.with  the  flail  or  trampled  out  by  cattle,  several  neighbors  clubbing  to¬ 
gether  for  that  purpose;  but  one  of  the  first  farm  machines  to  make  its 
appearance  was  the  threshing  machine.  It  was,  of  course,  a  primitive 
affair,  driven  by  what  is  known  as  a  horsepower,  only  that  oxen  were 
first  used  instead  of  horses,  and  a  little  later  on  it  was  often  a  mixture 
of  both  that  yielded  to  the  long  whip  of  the  driver. 

J.  P.  Stein  is  said  to  have  raised  the  first  grain  in  Buffalo  county. 
He  broke  some  land  in  the  summer  of  1851,  procured  .two  bushels  of 
wheat  from  Galena,  Ill.,  sowed  it  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  raised  a 
crop  of  seventy-four  and  a  half  bushels.  The  threshing  was  done  with 
a  flail.  The  first  barley  was  also  raised  by  Mr.  Stein.  He  secured  a 
gallon  of  seed  from  Wabasha  and  raised  seven  bushels.  Mr.  Stein  resided 
between  Alma  and  Fountain  City  and  kept  a  stopping  place  for  travelers. 

Among  pioneer  threshers  were  Balthasar  Carisch,  Florian  Schneller, 
the  Meulis,  the  Ochsners,  the  Walds  and  others  in  different  sections  of 
the  county.  The  machines  were  often  kept  a-going  as  long  into  the  winter 
as  the  deep  snows  would  permit,  and  to  lug  an  outfit  from  one  valley  to 
another  on  bobs  was  not  less  common  than  for  a  man  to  carry  a  borrowed 
breaking  plow  across  the  bluffs  on  his  back.  Mills  were  also  among  the 
early  conveniences  that  the  pioneers  were  blessed  with,  although  some 
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of  the  very  early  ones  were  forced  to  grind  their  grain  by  hand  in  a 
coffee  mill.  Flour  was  available  only  at  river  ports,  being  brought  from 
Galena,  Ill.,  by  boat  in  summer  and  by  teamsters  who  toted  to  Ft.  Snelling, 
in  the  winter.  This,  however,  could  be  procured  for  cash  only  and  the 
price  was  about  twelve  dollars  a  barrel  and  “thereby  hangs  a  tale,”  for 
few  were  the  fortunate  ones  who  had  that  sum  in  solid  hard  cash,  as 
gold  was  the  only  currency  acceptable  among  strangers.  Wild-cat  money, 
issued  by  irresponsible  banks,  there  was  an  abundance  of,  but  as  it  was 
little  better  than  a  promise  to  pay,  given  by  a  stranger  in  some  far-off 
state,  it  was  rather  a  handicap  than  a  convenience,  for  no  one  would 
accept  it  for  fear  that  it  might  become  worthless  over  night,  which  was 
too  often  the  case.  Farmers  paid  their  hands  in  goods  or  merchandise 
which  they  got  in  exchange  for  the  grain  they  took  to  town  and  wages 
were  as  low  as  fifty  cents  a  day  for  harvest  hands,  the  price  of  grain 
being  correspondingly  low.  But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  mills,  they 
were  established  at  Holmes  Landing,  now  Fountain  City,  at  the  Bear 
Creek,  now  Misha  Mokwa,  and  on  the  Mill  Creek,  near  Alma,  at  a  very 
early  date,  while  Gilmanton,  Modena,  Waumar.dee  and  Mondovi  were  thus 
blessed  soon  thereafter,  for  a  mill  was  indeed  a  blessing  to  a  community. 

As  before  stated,  in  order  to  reach  the  market  or  mill,  farmers  fol¬ 
lowed  the  water  courses,  and  in  order  to  cross  the  bluffs,  wended  their 
way  up  one  ravine  and  down  another,  but  soon,  as  towns  were  organized, 
roads  of  some  kind  were  built,  and  although  they  were  of  a  primitive 
nature,  they  answered  the  purpose  for  a  long  time,  being  better  than 
no  roads  at  all,  and  although  some  good  bridges  were  built  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  stretch  of  permanent  roads  was  constructed,  it  was  not  until  the 
coming  of  the  automobile  that  the  state  and  county  took  a  hand  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  a  system  of  roads  was  planned,  and  although  this  is,  at  this  time, 
in  its  infancy,  it  promises  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  steps  in  the 
advancement  of  both  the  agricultural  and  social  interests  of  the  county. 

Shortly  after  the  introduction  of  the  threshing  machine  the  reaper 
made  its  appearance — not  the  self-binder  of  today,  but  a  machine  that  cut 
the  grain  which  dropped  onto  the  platform  back  of  the  sickle  and  was  raked 
off  in  sheaves  by  a  man  who  clung  to  a  kind  of  seat  fastened  to  the  rear 
of  the  platform,  a  herculean  task,  indeed.  This  was  soon  superseded  by  the 
self-rake,  a  reaper  with  a  raking  attachment  that  deposited  the  sheaves, 
which  were  tied  by  hand.  Harvesters  which  were  equipped  with  a  stand 
and  elevator  on  which  two  men  rode  and  bound  the  grain,  were,  in  the 
seventies,  equipped  with  wire  binders,  which,  however,  were  not  quite 
satisfactory,  while  the  self-binder  of  today,  which  was  invented  a  few 
years  later,  is  as  perfect  a  machine  as  man  can  make,  doing  the  work  of 
half  a  dozen  men  better  than  it  was  ever  done  by  hand  in  the  days  of  the 
reaper  or  the  cradle.  With  the  self-binder  came  a  new  era  in  the  history 
of  agriculture. 

In  the  early  days  marsh  or  swale  hay  was  considered  the  only  hay,  and 
those  who  lived  on  the  bluffs  and  in  the  valleys  where  no  marshes  were 
near,  drove  for  miles  after  that  hay,  which  in  reality  was  little  better  than 
hundreds  of  tons  of  straw  and  cornstalks  which  went  to  waste  on  their 
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farms.  Timothy  as  a  cultivated  hay  crop  was  early  introduced,  and  clover 
soon  followed  it,  so  that  today  they  are  the  main  forage  crops,  while  marsh 
hay,  which  was  usually  cut  with  a  scythe  and  raked  up  by  hand,  receives 
little  consideration.  Modern  hay  tools,  such  as  the  mower,  the  hay-rake, 
hay-loader  and  hay-mower,  make  it  possible  to  harvest  large  .crops  with 
little  expense  and  in  a  short  time.  Alfalfa  has  been  cultivated  to  a  lim¬ 
ited  extent,  but  owing  to  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  stand,  does  not 
receive  the  attention  which  it  perhaps  merits.  With  the  introduction  of 
the  reaper  and  threshing  machine,  horses  became  more  common,  and  about 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  most  farmers  who  had  become  fairly  well 
located  had  at  least  one  span  of  horses.  Newcomers  and  beginners,  of 
course,  were  still  content  to  start  with  a  yoke  of  cattle  and  thankful  to 
have  that.  About  this  time  many  began  to  come  from  the  older  counties 
of  this  state  or  from  the  east,  and  most  of  them  brought  their  horses 
with  them,  as  did  a  few  of  the  very  early  pioneers  who  came  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  state.  Cows  were  kept  in  sufficient  numbers  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  home  demand  for  milk,  butter  and  cheese,  as  everyone  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  had  his  own  cow  and  there  was  no  demand  whatever  for  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts  nor  any  way  of  shipping  them.  Thus  the  raising  of  small  grain 
became  the  one  and  only  thing  left  for  our  farmers  to  do,  and  with  the  Civil 
War  and  big  prices  those  who  had  plenty  of  help  and  a  large  acreage  under 
cultivation  became  quite  prosperous  and  made  many  improvements  in  the 
way  of  new  buildings,  etc. 

After  the  war,  help  was  again  more  available,  hence  a  greater  acreage 
was  tilled  and  some  improvement  being  made  on  the  roads,  more  grain 
was  marketed.  Another  thing  that  tended  to  increased  production  was 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  returned  soldiers  took  homesteads  and  began  to 
farm  for  themselves.  The  more  remote  coulies  and  the  uplands  or  bluffs 
were  now  being  rapidly  settled.  This  land  was  not  open  or  prairie  land, 
but  much  of  it  heavily  timbered  or  covered  with  a  growth  of  brush  and 
necessitated  much  work  in  clearing  before  it  was  ready  for  the  plow.  Al¬ 
though  all  this  had  to  be  done  by  hand,  stump-pullers  and  dynamite  having 
not  yet  come  into  use  for  that  purpose,  there  was  hardly  a  field  opened 
before  all  stumps  had  been  dug  up  and  removed,  and  a  field  of  grain  or 
hay  with  stumps  left  in  it  was  a  rare  sight  indeed.  This  was  extremely 
hard  work,  but  speaks  volumes  for  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  pio¬ 
neers  went  about  their  work. 

Thus  wheat  became  the  watchword,  and  to  raise  wheat  and  more 
wheat  was  every  farmer’s  ambition.  This  went  on  for  a  number  of  years 
when  nature  began  to  rebel  against  this  system  of  soil  robbery.  Rust, 
blight  and  chinch-bugs  all  took  their  toll  of  a  crop  that  both  in  quality  and 
quantity  was  far  below  what  it  had  been  but  a  few  years  before,  and  the 
thoughtful  farmers  who  had  had  experience  with  fertilizers  in  Europe,  be¬ 
gan  to  see  the  handwriting  on  the  wall  and  considered  a  change  of  methods, 
while  many  who  had  come  from  the  east  after  going  through  this  same 
experience  there,  began  to  make  preparations  to  heed  the  advice  of  Horace 
Greeley  and  “Go  west,”  where  new  opportunities  and  more  virgin  soil 
awaited  them.  Nor  were  the  easterners  the  only  ones  who  chose  this  easy 
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way  of  solving  a  vexatious  problem,  for  there  were  soil  robbers  in  abundance 
among  the  immigrants,  hence  many  a  foreigner  rather  than  return  to 
methods  of  fertilization  practiced  in  Europe,  chose  to  drift  with  the  cur¬ 
rent  and  also  went  west.  This  exodus  made  room  for  others,  and  many  of 
the  Norwegians  now  residing  in  the  county  came  about  that  time. 

The  opening  of  vast  areas  in  the  West  by  the  advancement  of  the  Great 
Northern,  Northern  Pacific  and  other  transcontinental  lines  of  railways, 
made  wheat  raising  with  all  its  handicaps  an  unprofitable,  if  not  a  losing, 
proposition  here.  Thus  the  ones  who  persevered  and  held  onto  their  farms 
here  became  indeed  hard  pressed,  for  without  railroad  facilities  and  with 
the  prevailing  low  prices  there  was  little  encouragement  to  enter  upon 
diversified  farming.  But  all  things  come  to  him  who  waits,  and  finally 
the  Burlington  was  built  along  the  Mississippi,  the  Omaha  came  into  Mon- 
dovi,  and  even  before  this  markets  on  the  Green  Bay,  in  Trempealeau 
county,  had  become  available  to  residents  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  coun¬ 
ty.  With  only  river  transportation  during  part  of  the  year,  the  shipping 
of  livestock  was  an  impossibility,  and  dairying  and  poultry  raising  were 
handicapped  in  a  like  manner.  Some  dressed  beef  and  pork  was  marketed 
at  Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa  Falls  for  use  in  lumber  camps,  but  this  was 
a  very  uncertain  market,  and  to  most  of  our  farmers,  very  remote. 

Conditions  as  above  described  applied  to  all  sections  of  the  country, 
soil  robbery  being  by  no  means  confined  to  our  county  alone.  The  federal 
and  state  governments  therefore,  by  means  of  bulletins  and  farmers’  insti¬ 
tutes,  proposed  to  correct  this  matter. 

Although  the  people  who  are  always  ready  with  their  little  hammer  to 
“knock”  every  innovation,  were  extremely  busy  and  these  institutes  were 
for  some  time  rather  unpopular  as  the  farmer  resents  to  have  bookworms 
come  and  tell  him  what  to  do,  better  judgment  finally  prevailed,  and  now 
institutes,  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  are  always  liberally  patron¬ 
ized,  and  together  with  the  different  agricultural  schools  have  done  much 
toward  advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  Thus  diversi¬ 
fied  farming  became  introduced  into  Buffalo  county  partly  by  necessity 
and  partly  by  education  derived  from  bulletins,  agricultural  papers,  farm¬ 
ers’  institutes,  schools,  etc. 

Wheat  raising  was  out  of  the  question,  and  the  only  remedy  lay  in 
turning  to  dairying  and  livestock  raising;  therefore  the  advent  of  the 
creamery,  the  cheese  factory  and  the  pure-bred  or  high-grade  horse,  cow, 
hog,  sheep  and  chicken. 

As  above  stated,  dairying  to  the  extent  of  supplying  the  home  with 
butter  and  cheese  was  practiced  by  almost  every  housewife  as  a  matter  of 
course,  just  as  she  spun  the  yarn  and  knitted  the  socks  and  mitts  in  the 
early  days,  but  as  a  business  proposition  little  was  done  along  this  line 
before  the  advent  of  the  railroads  above  mentioned.  There  were,  how¬ 
ever,  a  few  attempts  at  cheese  making  in  pioneer  days  that  deserve  notice. 

Joseph  L.  Rohrer,  one  of  the  progressive  pioneers  who  settled  in  Rose 
Valley  in  1856,  brought  with  him  from  a  down-river  point  a  number  of 
cows,  and  coming  from  that  part  of  Switzerland  where  the  manufacture  of 
cheese  was  the  chief  and  only  industry,  he  at  once  embarked  in  it  and  kept 
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it  up  until  he  retired  from  the  farm  which  he  later  owned  near  Cochrane. 
Jacob  Baer,  who  lived  near  him;  Fred  Moser,  of  Gilman  Valley;  William 
Ulrich,  of  Waumandee ;  and  John  H.  Johnson,  of  Mondovi,  all  entered  upon 
the  same  venture  later  on,  but  before  the  establishment  of  regular  cheese 
factories.  There  may  have  been  others,  but  these  were  some  of  the  pio¬ 
neers,  and  when  all  the  obstacles  they  met  with  in  regard  to  marketing 
their  product,  etc.,  are  considered,  they  certainly  deserve  honorable  mention. 

There  were  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  American  cheese  in  and 
near  Mondovi  and  at  Gilmanton  before  the  factories  now  in  operation  were 
opened,  but  these  have  all  been  superseded  by  creameries.  Of  the  fac¬ 
tories  now  running,  the  ones  in  Mill  Creek  and  Pine  Creek  valleys,  in  the 
town  of  Alma,  were  the  first.  The  Mill  Creek  factory  was  first  operated 
on  the  farm  of  the  late  Jacob  Wald,  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  leading 
spirit  in  managing  it  and  promoting  its  interests.  Charles  Maier  was  the 
first  cheesemaker  there  and  the  product  was  Swiss  and  brick  cheese.  The 
factory  in  Pine  Creek  valley  was  organized  by  Michael  Meisser,  Paul  Accola, 
Nic.  Kindschi,  Wieland  Allemann  and  others,  John  Eberli  being  the  first 
cheesemaker,  and  its  products  being  the  same  as  those  of  the  Mill  Creek 
factory,  although  both,  together  with  a  number  of  other  factories  in  oper¬ 
ation  in  that  town,  now  make  American  cheese.  In  the  vicinity  of  Alma 
cheese  factories  are  very  numerous,  and  during  the  summer  months  regu¬ 
lar  weekly  shipments  are  made  from  that  station.  When  the  first  fac¬ 
tories  were  opened,  milk  was  at  times  delivered  for  the  price  of  about 
fifty  cents  per  cwt.,  yet  this  was  better  than  nothing,  and  the  farmers  who 
received  it  were  perhaps  as  well  satisfied  as  those  who  today  get  three 
dollars  for  the  same  quantity. 

Attempts  at  establishing  creameries  were  made  here  in  the  eighties, 
Arcadia,  in  Trempealeau  county,  having  operated  one  for  several  years 
before  and  drawn  some  trade  from  the  eastern  part  of  this  county.  Among 
the  first  was  one  at  Alma,  but  owing  to  lack  of  good  roads,  scarcity  of 
cows  in  the  vicinity,  poor  business  management  and  other  adverse  circum¬ 
stances,  this  proved  a  failure,  and  due  to  the  establishment  of  cheese  fac¬ 
tories  in  the  vicinity,  the  project  was  never  resurrected. 

With  the  establishment  of  co-operative  creameries,  this  industry  re¬ 
ceived  an  impetus  in  this  county.  There  were,  of  course,  different  parties 
active  in  their  establishment,  but  above  all  others  there  was  one  who  made 
co-operative  creameries  his  one  and  only  work,  and  he  talked  and  wrote 
on  this  subject  whenever  and  wherever  opportunity  offered  and  when 
opportunity  did  not  offer,  he  made  it,  for  he  went  into  communities  and 
held  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  creameries  and  was  always 
enthusiastic  in  advocating  this  progressive  step.  He  was  a  retired  farmer 
and  Civil  War  veteran,  and  as  he  could  not  be  without  work,  he  devoted 
himself  to  this  task  and  gave  counsel  and  advice  without  ever  asking  or 
expecting  compensation.  He  acted  as  secretary  and  general  manager  of 
the  Modena  Co-operative  Creamery  for  years  at  but  a  nominal  salary. 
This  man  was  the  late  John  B.  Meyer,  of  Modena,  and  when  the  roll  of 
honor  of  Buffalo  county  agriculturists  is  made  up,  his  name  should  appear 
well  towards  the  top. 
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There  are  now  in  active  operation  in  the  county  thriving  creameries  at 
Mondovi,  Gilmanton,  Modena,  Burnside  in  the  town  of  Nelson,  at  Nelson, 
Waumandee,  Cochrane  and  Fountain  City.  All  are  prosperous  and  have 
done  much  towards  advancing  the  interests  of  the  respective  communities  in 
both  a  business  and  agricultural  sense. 

At  an  early  day,  in  fact,  immediately  after  the  Civil  War,  attempts 
at  introducing  pure-bred  livestock  were  made,  but  for  several  decades  when 
prices  were  so  low  that  a  young  beef,  for  instance,  would  not  bring  more 
than  a  hide  brings  now  and  a  good  cow  not  as  much  as  a  calf  is  worth  now, 
interest  in  improved  stock  naturally  flagged  and  was  not  revived  until 
conditions  improved  in  a  business  way. 

H.  N.  Muzzy,  of  Modena,  was  among  the  first  to  make  an  attempt  at 
introducing  pure-bred  cattle  by  shipping  in  a  few  Shorthorn  bulls  from  the 
East.  They  were  prime  animals  and  were  disposed  of  in  different  parts 
of  the  county  and  left  their  mark  on  the  herds  wherever  they  were  placed. 
The  late  L.  J.  Claflin,  of  Gilmanton,  shortly  after  the  Civil  War,  went  east, 
to  Vermont,  I  think,  and  returned  with  a  large  flock  of  pure-bred  Merino 
sheep  of  fine  quality.  This  flock  he  kept  on  his  farm  for  many  years  and 
it  furnished  the  foundation  stock  for  many  a  good  flock  in  the  county.  The 
most  important  step  in  horse  improvement  was  the  purchase  of  the 
Percheron  stallion  “Horace  Greeley”  by  a  Mondovi  stock  company.  This  is 
“the  horse  that  made  Mondovi  famous,”  for  with  him  started  the  move¬ 
ment  which  has  made  Mondovi  and,  in  fact,  all  of  Buffalo  county  the  home 
of  the  best  farm  horses  in  the  state,  that  community  having  taken  grand 
champion  honors  not  only  at  state  fairs,  but  also  at  the  International. 

In  these  days  of  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth,  financial  success  is  often 
considered  the  only  thing  that  counts  or  is  worth  while,  and  men  who  have 
been  eminently  successful  in  developing  and  introducing  improved  livestock 
are  not  considered  successful  breeders  unless  they  pile  up  stacks  of  money, 
but  although  money  is  a  very  convenient  commodity,  it  is  not  the  only  thing 
that  spells  success.  Among  those  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  pure-bred  livestock  and  active  in  the  fostering  and  development 
of  this  important  industry,  Hon.  W.  L.  Houser,  of  Mondovi,  deserves  spe¬ 
cial  mention.  As  editor  of  a  country  newspaper,  he  found  little  opportu¬ 
nity  to  indulge  in  this  hobby,  but  gradually  he  worked  into  it  and  became 
a  pioneer  in  the  introduction  of  some  of  the  best  horses  and  cattle  ever 
brought  to  this  county  or  state.  He  went  into  this  work  enthusiastically, 
for  Mr.  Houser  is  passionately  fond  of  animals,  and  being  a  man  who  loves 
all  the  world  and  everything  in  it,  he  is  specially  fitted  for  having  charge 
of  animals  that  require  extra  care  and  kindly  treatment.  He  has  a  state¬ 
wide  reputation  as  a  successful  breeder  and  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
movements  instituting  the  baby  beef  contests,  sheep  and  hog  contests  and 
other  activities  along  those  lines  in  the  state.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
advancement  of  agricultural  interests  in  the  county  and  state  and  for  this 
should  receive  due  credit. 

Since  the  establishment  of  creameries  and  cheese  factories  and  ad¬ 
vanced  prices  for  their  products,  the  interest  in  pure-bred  dairy  cattle  has 
been  revived,  and  among  the  breeds  represented  are  the  Holstein-Friesians, 
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the  Jerseys,  the  Guernseys  and  a  few  Brown  Swiss  and  perhaps  some 
Ayrshires,  there  being,  however,  no  pure-bred  herds  of  the  two  last  men¬ 
tioned  breeds,  but  only  a  few  individuals. 

Among  the  prominent  Holstein  breeders  in  the  county  are:  Henry 
Knecht  &  Sons  and  Krause  Bros.,  of  Waumandee ;  Nic.  Weinandy  and  John 
Stuber,  of  Belvidere;  Kaste  Bros.,  William  Herman,  Alfred  Haigh,  Irvin 
Haigh,  Emil  Haigh  and  Marks  Bros.,  of  the  town  of  Lincoln.  The  first  pure¬ 
bred  Holstein  sire  was  brought  to  Buffalo  county  by  William  Ulrich,  then  of 
Waumandee,  who,  when  he  retired  from  the  farm,  had  the  nucleus  for  a 
fine  herd.  Another  good  herd  was  that  of  John  Farner,  of  Waumandee, 
who  took  his  cattle  with  him  when  he  removed  to  Colfax,  this  state. 
Among  those  mentioned  there  are  some  exceptionally  good  herds,  and  be¬ 
sides  these  there  are  scores  of  high-grade  herds  with  pure-bred  sires  at 
their  head,  especially  in  the  cheese  factory  districts.  Thomas  Irvine,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  M.  R.  L.  Co.,  who,  by  the  way,  was  also  a  breeder  of  pure¬ 
bred  Jerseys  and  standard  bred  trotting  horses,  bought  a  fine  herd  of  Hol- 
steins  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  for  a  few  years  kept  them  on  his 
farm  at  Beef  Slough,  but  on  removing  to  St.  Paul,  took  them  with  him  onto 
a  farm  near  that  city.  A  few  animals  from  that  herd  were  retained  in 
the  county  and  used  as  sires  on  grade  herds  and  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory. 

The  Jerseys  were  early  introduced  into  the  county,  and  among  the 
best  and  largest  herds  first  kept  were  the  one  of  Thomas  Irvine,  above 
alluded  to,  and  one  owned  by  W.  L.  Houser,  both  of  which  were,  however, 
dispersed.  Buffalo  county  now  has  a  Jersey  breeders’  association  and  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  there  are  some  good  herds  of  pure-breds, 
while  herds  headed  by  pure  bred  sires  are  very  common  throughout  the 
county.  Among  the  prominent  Jersey  breeders  are  the  following:  James 
Dillon  &  Sons,  Wm.  Armour  &  Son,  F.  J.  Seyforth,  Earle  Franzwa  and 
Otto  Witte,  all  in  the  vicinity  of  Mondovi.  There  may  be  a  few  pure¬ 
bred  herds  in  other  parts  of  the  county  and  also  in  Pepin  county,  but  the 
above  are  among  those  who  take  the  most  active  interest  in  the  breed. 

The  Guernseys  are  less  numerous  than  the  Jerseys,  although  many 
grade  herds,  headed  by  pure-bred  sires,  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  county.  Some  of  the  pure-bred  herds  are  those  of  C.  W.  Pace  &  Son, 
C.  H.  Adams  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Krampeter,  all  of  the  town  of  Naples, 
while  George  B.  Sankey,  just  across  the  line  in  Pepin  county,  also  has  a 
fine  herd  of  pure-breds. 

The  dual-purpose  breeds,  like  the  Red  Polled  and  Brown  Swiss,  are  rep¬ 
resented  by  grade  herds  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  but  the  writer 
has  no  knowledge  of  registered  herds  of  those  breeds.  Some  good  herds  of 
Red  Polled  cattle  are  owned  by  the  Allemans,  Christs  and  others  in  the  town 
of  Montana,  while  Otto  Farner,  of  Gilmanton,  has  a  high-grade  herd  of 
that  breed.  Frank  Kuehn  and  Charles  Jahn  at  one  time  kept  some  Brown 
Swiss  cattle  in  the  town  of  Lincoln,  but  at  present  there  are  no  registered 
herds  of  that  breed  in  the  county. 

Of  the  beef  breeds,  the  Shorthorns  are  the  most  numerous  in  the 
county,  there  being  a  Shorthorn  breeders’  association  in  existence.  There 
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are  numerous  herds  headed  by  pure-bred  sires  and  among  the  owners  of 
registered  herds  are :  Whelandale  Farm,  Mondovi ;  E.  O.  Klein,  of  the  town 
of  Cross;  Ashton  Bros,  and  Martin  Bros.,  of  Glencoe;  John  Carrothers  & 
Son  and  J.  P.  Ward,  of  Canton ;  F.  G.  Theisen,  of  Montana ;  C.  J.  Rongholt, 
Anton  Dworschak,  Ole  Aase,  Louis  Aase,  Carl  Aase,  Hovey  Bros,  and 
Paulson  Bros.,  of  Dover;  and  Hitt  Bros.,  John  Risch  and  Paul  Lanicca,  of 
the  town  of  Alma. 

The  Aberdeen  Angus  were  first  introduced  into  the  county  by  W.  L. 
Houser,  of  Mondovi,  who  bought  his  foundation  stock  from  the  champion 
herd  of  Mr.  Martin  and  also  some  prize  winners  from  Roesch  &  Gelbach, 
of  Potosi,  this  state.  From  this  herd,  known  as  Ethelwold  Herd,  founda¬ 
tion  stock  was  supplied  to  all  of  the  herds  now  owned  in  the  county,  while 
sires  have  been  furnished  to  a  number  of  farmers  who  breed  grades  for 
marketing  purposes.  In  1914  Mr.  Houser  sold  his  entire  herd  to  E.  F.  Ganz 
&  Son,  of  Alma,  and  the  herd  is  now  known  as  Buena  Vista  Herd.  James 
Allison  &  Sons,  of  the  town  of  Maxville,  and  M.  0.  Quarberg,  of  Modena, 
also  own  registered  herds  of  this  champion  beef  breed,  while  S.  A.  DeMarce, 
of  Arkansaw,  Pepin  county,  who  secured  his  foundation  stock  from  Buena 
Vista  Herd,  has  a  herd  numbering  some  twenty  head  and  intends  to  em¬ 
bark  in  the  business  on  a  large  scale.  His  herd,  known  as  Forest  Vale 
Herd,  numbers  among  it  some  very  promising  individuals. 

Many  grade  herds  of  Herefords  in  the  county  are  headed  by  pure-bred 
sires,  while  Sam  Glanzman  &  Son,  of  Gilmanton,  own  a  number  of  pure 
breds. 

The  livestock  industry,  here  as  well  as  elsewhere,  received  a  great 
impetus  with  the  introduction  of  the  silo,  which  enables  its  owners  to  keep 
a  large  number  of  cattle  on  a  comparatively  small  acreage.  Shredded 
cornstalks  are  also  largely  utilized  as  fodder.  The  first  silo  in  the  county 
was  built  in  1887  by  William  Ulrich,  of  Waumandee.  W.  L.  Houser  and 
M.  M.  Farr  built  theirs  soon  thereafter. 

Scientific  methods  are  coming  more  and  more  into  vogue,  a  progressive 
step  in  the  interest  of  agriculture  being  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by  the 
1918  county  board  for  the  engagement  of  a  county  agent. 

The  horse  as  a  factor  in  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources 
of  this  county  is  entitled  to  a  prominent  place.  Before  the  advent  of  the 
railroads  and  the  automobile  it  afforded  the  only  means  of  rapid  transit 
known  to  our  people,  and  in  transporting  various  conveyances  for  busi¬ 
ness  or  pleasure  his  services  were  much  in  demand,  and  for  that  matter 
are  yet,  as  well  as  for  the  cultivation  and  harvesting  of  crops.  The  first 
horses  brought  here  were  of  the  general  purpose  type  and  rather  small  in 
size.  It  was  claimed  for  some  that  they  had  Morgan  blood,  but  however 
that  may  have  been,  they  were  certainly  tough  and  wiry  for  their  size  and 
rendered  valuable  service  both  as  drafters  and  drivers. 

The  first  attempts  at  improving  the  breed  were  made  by  importing 
grades  from  Illinois,  Iowa  and  other  sections,  but  soon  there  was  a  demand 
for  pure-bred  sires,  and  one  of  the  first  Percherons  to  be  imported  was  the 
horse  “Horace  Greeley,”  owned  by  a  Mondovi  stock  company.  He  proved 
to  be  a  remarkable  horse  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  large  number  of 
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excellent  horses  that  have  been  produced  in  and  around  Mondovi.  Encour¬ 
aged  by  the  success  of  this  venture,  others  were  induced  to  buy  pure-bred 
horses,  mostly  of  the  Percheron  breed,  and  it  was  not  many  years  before 
good-sized  drafters  were  not  an  uncommon  sight. 

One  of  the  first  to  go  into  the  breeding  of  pure-breds  on  a  large 
scale  was  W.  L.  Houser,  of  Mondovi,  who  has  made  a  state-wide  reputation 
for  Ethelwold  Farms  on  his  Percherons,  Clydesdales  and  standard  breds. 
Although  Ethelwold  has  produced  some  grand  champions  of  the  Percheron 
breed,  Clydesdales  are  Mr.  Houser’s  favorites,  and  his  achievements  with 
animals  of  that  breed  at  the  International  are  a  source  of  pride  not  only 
to  himself  but  to  all  lovers  of  horse  flesh  in  the  county.  Among  other 
Percheron  breeders  are :  James  Dillon,  Whelandale  Farms ;  and  Will  Hurt- 
ley,  of  Mondovi;  Frank  E.  Rockwell,  Modena;  Louis  Haunschild,  Gilman- 
ton ;  Herman  Luther,  Nelson ;  and  Emil  Loesel,  of  Lincoln.  Others  who  did 
good  work  in  advancing  this  breed  by  bringing  pure-bred  sires  into  the 
county  are :  August  Schreiner,  Antone  Quarberg  and  G.  C.  Parish,  of  Mon¬ 
dovi  ;  Jacob  Wald,  of  Alma ;  Wm.  Schaub,  of  Lincoln ;  George  Kindschy  and 
John  and  Florian  Flury,  of  Montana;  and  Otto  Hohmann,  of  Arcadia. 
A  large  number  of  Percheron  stallions  were  also  owned  by  stock  com¬ 
panies  organized  among  the  farmers,  and  in  most  instances  good  results 
were  obtained.  Clydesdale  stallions  were  owned  by  Andrew  Florin  and 
Conrad  Christ,  of  Montana,  and  Jacob  Beck,  of  Fountain  City,  while  Henry 
Eikamp  and  Gustav  Kurtzweg,  of  Lincoln,  specialize  in  Belgians.  Outside 
of  Mr.  Houser’s  trotting  stock  not  many  were  kept  for  breeding  purposes 
in  this  county,  and  although  stallions  were  kept  at  different  times  and 
places,  our  fanners  stuck  to  the  raising  of  drafters,  and  :r.  this  they  have 
succeeded  well.  Taken  on  the  whole,  our  farmers  own  a  high  class  of  work¬ 
ing  horses  and  thousands  of  good  horses  have  been  exported  from  the 
county,  among  them  some  for  the  army,  and  there  are  many  left  that  would 
have  withstood  the  rigid  test  required  by  the  government  buyers.  Horse 
breeding  has  received  more  care  than  any  other  line  of  animal  husbandry 
in  this  county  and  much  credit  for  this  is  due  those  mentioned  and  others 
in  their  line  of  business  for  providing  our  farmers  with  good  breeding 
stock. 

When  the  county  was  first  settled,  many  bare  hillsides  offered  a  fine 
opportunity  for  sheep  pasture,  but  with  onward  march  of  cultivation  prairie 
fires  were  materially  checked,  or  at  least  confined  to  limited  areas,  so  that 
almost  all  the  uncultivated  land  is  overgrown  with  trees  and  brush  and  no 
longer  fit  for  sheep  ranging.  The  number  of  sheep  kept  in  the  county  is 
therefore  not  near  what  it  was  in  the  early  days,  or  some  forty  or  fifty 
years  ago.  Other  causes  that  have  discouraged  the  sheep  industry  are 
marauding  dogs,  wolves  and  unfriendly  legislation.  The  great  war,  even 
before  we  got  into  it,  again  greatly  stimulated  sheep  raising,  as  the  price 
of  both  wool  and  mutton  went  out  of  sight.  The  sheep  business  was  put 
on  a  paying  basis,  but  the  scarcity  of  breeding  ewes,  their  high  price  and 
the  prevailing  inexperience  along  this  line  acted  as  a  damper,  so  that  not 
so  many  sheep  were  bought  as  might  have  been  the  case  otherwise.  Through 
the  activity  of  Messrs.  Dillon  and  Houser,  of  Mondovi,  several  hundred 
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lambs  were  sold  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  county,  and  as  the  youngsters 
took  a  great  interest  in  this  work,  as  well  as  in  the  calf  and  pig  dubs 
started  by  the  same  gentlemen,  this  small  beginning  may  be  the  nucleus 
of  many  a  future  herd.  Of  the  10,519  sheep  in  the  county,  the  towns  of 
Glencoe,  Mondovi,  Nelson,  Naples,  Canton  and  Maxville  have  the  largest 
number. 

While  some  fine  graded  herds  are  owned  in  the  county,  it  is  rather  dif¬ 
ficult  to  ascertain  who  are  the  owners  of  pure-breds,  but  most  of  those 
who  have  the  grade  herds  use  pure-bred  sires,  mostly  Shropshires.  James 
Dillon  &  Son  and  Whelandale  Farms,  of  Mondovi,  have  pure-bred  herds  of 
Shropshires. 

Of  the  Merinos,  which  were  introduced  at  an  early  day  by  the  late 
L.  J.  Claflin,  very  few  are  left,  most  of  them  having  been  discarded  during 
the  nineties  when  the  price  of  wool  had  sunk  to  a  level  that  made  sheep¬ 
raising  a  nonpaying  business. 

In  the  early  days  when  spinning  and  knitting  were  among  the  regular 
household  duties,  a  small  flock  of  sheep  was  a  common  thing,  and  if  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  wool  worked  up  in  that  manner  could  be  made, 
it  would  surprise  many  of  the  readers  of  this  work.  Now  that  almost  all 
of  this  work  is  done  in  factories  and  the  farmers  are  able  to  pay  for  the 
finished  product,  the  spinning  wheels  of  our  grandmothers  have  been  rele¬ 
gated  to  oblivion  or  are  kept  as  honored  relics  of  the  past  and  the  family 
sheep  has  either  disappeared  or  been  superseded  by  the  commercial  herd. 

Although  hogs  were  kept  by  the  very  earliest  settlers,  hog-raising 
on  a  large  scale  or  for  commercial  purposes  began  with  the  coming  of  the 
railroads,  which  made  possible  the  shipping  of  live  hogs.  During  the  Civil 
War  pork  was  very  high  and  some  hogs  were  raised  and  sold  dressed,  being 
shipped  from  Winona  or  Eau  Claire  in  the  winter.  Some  were  also  sold  to 
lumbermen  for  use  in  their  camps  in  the  pineries,  but  all  this  was  not 
enough  to  make  the  hog  a  commercial  factor  in  the  county’s  farming 
operations. 

In  connection  with  dairying,  with  skim-milk  as  a  by-product,  the  hog 
industry  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  farming  in 
the  county  and  the  proverbial  mortgage  lifter  has  performed  that  function 
on  many  a  farm.  The  breeds  most  common  in  the  county  are  the  Poland- 
Chinas,  the  Berkshires,  the  Chester  Whites  and  the  Duroc-Jerseys.  Most 
farmers  keep  grades  of  either  of  these  breeds  and  some  also  keep  cross¬ 
breeds,  but  pure-bred  sires  are  becoming  rather  the  rule  than  the  exception. 
Among  those  who  at  an  early  day  began  to  introduce  pure-bred  swine  are : 
the  late  L.  J.  Claflin,  the  late  Thomas  Dillon,  and  others  in  different  parts 
of  the  county,  the  Chester  Whites  and  Poland-Chinas  being  the  breeds  first 
introduced.  Now  there  are  many  pure-bred  herds  in  the  county  and  with¬ 
out  taking  a  census  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  the  owners  of  pure-bred 
swine  as  well  as  those  of  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  hence  reference  to  a  few 
must  suffice.  Among  Poland-China  breeders  are :  John  Sutter  &  Son,  Foun¬ 
tain  City;  W.  H.  Armour  &  Son,  F.  J.  Seyforth  &  Son,  and  Stewart  Saxe, 
Mondovi;  L.  Kennedy  &  Son  and  H.  0.  Tiffany,  Nelson;  L.  J.  Rosenow, 
Waumandee ;  and  Oscar  Hitt,  Alma.  Leading  Chester- White  breeders  are : 
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Geo.  A.  Stamm,  Modena;  J.  F.  Gobar  and  Fred  Grob,  Alma;  and  Geo. 
Muehleisen,  Cochrane.  Some  of  the  pure-bred  Duroc-Jersey  breeders  are: 
F.  J.  Seyforth  &  Son  and  A.  R.  Pierce,  Mondovi ;  C.  F.  Reinhardt  and  Theo¬ 
dore  Roemer,  Nelson;  Nic.  Weinandy,  Cochrane;  and  E.  F.  Ganz  &  Son, 
Alma;  while  James  Dillon  &  Son,  of  Mondovi,  are  breeding  pure-bred 
Berkshires. 

A  man  who  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  advancing  the  county’s  agri¬ 
cultural  interests  and  who  has  been  more  specially  interested  in  promoting 
sheep  and  swine  husbandry,  is  James  Dillon,  of  Mondovi.  Mr.  Dillon  has 
had  charge  of  these  departments  at  the  state  and  county  fairs,  and  during 
the  past  year  as  a  member  of  the  County  Council  of  Defense,  has  been  active 
in  the  promotion  of  calf,  lamb  and  pig  clubs,  and  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Houser,  has  aided  the  young  people  of  this  county  in  making  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  showing  at  the  state  fair  and  at  the  International. 

More  and  more  the  production  of  poultry  is  becoming  an  important 
branch  of  agriculture.  From  the  humble  biddie  that  arrived  in  a  prairie 
schooner  to  the  flocks  numbering  hundreds  is  about  as  big  a  step  as  that 
from  6  cents  a  dozen  for  eggs  to  50  cents.  Flocks  of  poultry  are  now  found 
on  every  farm  and  pure  bloods  are  very  common,  all  breeds  being  repre¬ 
sented.  The  ones  most  common  are  the  Leghorns,  Plymouth  Rocks,  and 
Rhode  Island  Reds.  Turkeys,  geese  and  ducks  are  also  raised  in  large 
numbers.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  is  a  low  estimate  of  the 
value  of  eggs  and  poultry  shipped  from  this  county,  although  that  figure 
may  be  a  surprise  to  many. 

When,  shortly  after  the  Civil  War,  the  price  of  hops  went  soaring  sky¬ 
ward,  and  farmers  in  some  of  the  older  counties  made  fortunes  in  a  year, 
some  of  our  farmers  embarked  in  that  enterprise,  but  overproduction  sent 
prices  to  a  level  that  discouraged  this  industry,  so  that  hop-raising  has 
been  entirely  abandoned  for  many  years.  Grapes  have  been  cultivated 
spasmodically,  but  never  in  large  tracts,  the  only  one  who  embarked  in 
this  and  made  a  success  of  it,  being  the  late  Conrad  Ulrich,  who  went  into 
this  first  on  his  farm  in  the  town  of  Waumandee  and  later  for  commercial 
purposes  at  Fountain  City.  His  success  was  largely  due  to  his  experience 
in  Switzerland  and  to  his  untiring  efforts  and  perseverance.  Others  have 
successfully  conducted  small  vineyards  for  home  use.  Apples  can  be 
successfully  grown  here  and  with  proper  care  and  cultivation,  do  well,  but 
as  this  is  lacking  in  most  instances,  orchards  are  not  as  numerous  nor  as 
profitable  as  they  should  be.  Orchards  are  found  on  many  farms,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  bluffs  along  the  Mississippi  river.  One  of  the  leading  apple 
producers  is  J.  F.  Gobar,  of  Alma,  who  has  a  fine  orchard  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  trees  and  has  demonstrated  that  the  apple  may  be  successfully  grown 
in  this  county,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  practice  will  become  more 
general  and  that  in  the  not  distant  future  every  farm  may  have  its  orchard 
of  apples,  plums  and  cherries,  all  of  which  thrive  with  proper  care,  as  do 
raspberries,  strawberries  and  other  small  fruits.  Sorghum  has  been  cul¬ 
tivated  off  and  on  in  small  patches,  but  cheapness  of  sugar  and  syrup  and 
increasing  prosperity  consigned  this  industry  to  oblivion  until  the  scarcity 
of  sugar,  caused  by  the  war,  revived  it.  Raising  cucumbers  for  neighbor- 
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ing  pickle  factories  has  been  practiced  to  a  limited  extent,  also  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  sugar  beets,  but  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  labor  has  put  a  stop  to 
this.  At  Mondovi  there  is  a  canning  factory,  and  much  truck  is  raised  there 
to  supply  it,  while  truck  and  vegetables  for  home  use  are  abundantly  pro¬ 
duced  on  our  farms  as  well  as  in  the  gardens  in  town,  and  to  a  much  larger 
extent  since  the  war  started  than  before.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco  has 
also  been  experimented  with,  but  the  acreage  was  small,  lack  of  experience 
and  shortage  of  labor  being  among  the  drawbacks  which  prevented  the 
growth  of  this  industry.  Honey,  although  not  strictly  a  farm  product, 
deserves  to  be  mentioned  here,  and  apiaries  are  found  on  a  number  of  farms. 
Among  the  county’s  successful  pioneer  apiarists,  the  late  Jacob  Wald, 
of  Alma  Town,  and  the  Butlers,  of  Nelson,  deserve  special  mention.  Pota¬ 
toes  have  been  cultivated  mostly  for  home  use,  but  the  past  two  years  saw 
a  great  increase  in  the  production  of  tubers,  and  many  carloads  have  been 
shipped  from  the  county.  Wheat-raising,  which  had  been  practically  aban¬ 
doned,  was  resumed  in  response  to  the  call  by  the  Government,  and  io  and 
behold,  it  produced  so  abundantly  that  it  may  again  become  a  staple  crop. 
The  rest  cure  has  done  wonders  for  our  soil,  and  the  plagues  that  drove 
wheat  away  seem  to  have  disappeared  for  the  time  being,  at  least. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  state  that  the  farmers  of  Buffalo  county,  although 
somewhat  conservative,  are  a  thrifty,  thriving  lot,  and  that  for  improved 
and  modernized  farm  buildings  this  county  holds  its  own  with  any  com¬ 
munity,  and  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  it  will  take  a  place  in  the 
front  ranks  with  older  communities  as  regards  improvement  in  livestock, 
seed  grain,  highways  and  other  things  that  spell  progress  and  prosperity. 

When  the  settlers  first  came  to  Buffalo  county,  the  United  States  Land 
Office  for  this  region  was  located  at  Mineral  Point,  in  Iowa  county,  this 
state,  and  the  entering  of  land  therefore  entailed  a  long  and  tedious  trip. 
On  July  30,  1852,  a  United  States  Land  Office  was  opened  at  La  Crosse,  a 
much  nearer  and  more  convenient  place.  Few  entries  were  made  before 
1854,  and  practically  none  before  that  time  were  made  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

The  first  surveys  of  land  in  Buffalo  county  were  made  in  1848  by  D.  A. 
Spaulding.  At  that  time  there  were  small  settlements  at  Holmes’  Landing, 
now  Fountain  City,  and  at  Twelve  Mile  Bluff,  now  Alma.  There  was  also 
at  least  one  settler  in  Nelson.  Mr.  Spaulding  in  that  year  surveyed  town¬ 
ship  20,  ranges  10,  11,  12  and  13;  township  19,  ranges  10,  11  and  12;  and 
township  18,  range  11.  He  started  to  survey  township  18,  range  10,  that 
year,  but  did  not  complete  it  until  1849.  S.  W.  Durham  then  took  up  the 
work.  In  1849  he  surveyed  township  24,  range  13 ;  township  23,  range  13, 
and  started  township  24,  range  14,  completing  it  the  following  year,  1850,  in 
which  he  also  surveyed  township  23,  range  14,  and  township  22,  range  14. 
John  Ball  started  work  in  1851,  surveyed  township  23,  ranges  11  and  12, 
and  township  22,  ranges  12  and  13,  and  started  township  21,  range  13,  com¬ 
pleting  it  in  1852,  in  which  year  he  also  surveyed  township  21,  ranges  10, 
11  and  12;  township  22,  ranges  10  and  11;  township  23,  range  10;  and 
township  24,  ranges  10,  11  and  12. 

The  first  land  in  the  county  was  open  to  pre-emption  and  sale  in  1849. 
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June  18  of  that  year  township  18,  ranges  10  and  11;  township  19,  ranges 
10,  11  and  12;  and  township  20,  ranges  10,  11,  12  and  13,  were  placed  on 
the  market.  On  Aug.  18,  1851,  the  land  opened  included  township  22,  range 
14;  township  23,  ranges  13  and  14;  and  township  24,  ranges  13  and  14. 
Township  21,  range  11,  was  opened  Oct.  17,  1852,  and  on  Nov.  15  of  that 
year  township  22,  range  12;  township  23,  ranges  11  and  12;  and  township 
24,  range  12.  The  rest  of  the  county  was  opened  in  1853.  On  July  15  of 
that  year  were  opened  township  21,  range  10;  township  22,  range  10;  town¬ 
ship  23,  range  10 ;  and  township  24,  range  10.  The  next  day  township  24, 
range  11,  was  opened.  Oct.  17  of  the  same  year,  1853,  township  21,  range 
13;  township  22,  range  11;  and  township  22,  range  13,  were  opened.  On 
Nov.  15,  1853,  township  21,  range  12.  June  13,  1856,  the  land  was  with¬ 
drawn  in  order  that  a  route  might  be  selected  for  a  proposed  railroad.  In 
that  year  Congress  had  made  a  grant  of  land  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the 
state  of  Wisconsin  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  Portage 
City  to  the  Mississippi  river  at  La  Crosse,  with  a  branch  from  Tomah  to 
some  point  on  the  St.  Croix  river.  The  grant  was  conferred  on  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  La  Crosse  Railroad  Co.  and  the  head  of  which  was  Byron  Kil- 
bourn.  In  1857  the  Tomah-St.  Croix  branch  was  chartered  as  the  Western 
Wisconsin  Railroad  Co.  One  of  the  routes  chosen  for  its  line  was  through 
the  northern  part  of  Buffalo  county.  The  grant  specified  that  the  rail¬ 
road  was  to  receive  all  the  odd  numbered  sections  in  a  strip  twelve  miles 
wide,  six  miles  on  each  side  of  its  line.  All  the  remainng  land  in  a  strip 
thirty  miles  wide,  fifteen  miles  each  side  of  the  line,  was  to  be  open  to 
pre-emption  at  double  rates,  that  is,  at  $2.50  an  acre. 

The  Buffalo  County  Agricultural  Society  was  organized  June  10,  1872, 
with  Robert  Henry  as  president,  John  Hunner,  Jr.,  as  secretary,  and  J.  W. 
DeGroff  as  treasurer.  The  first  annual  fair  was  held  Oct.  9,  10  and  11, 
on  section  12,  township  21,  range  12,  in  Lincoln  township,  near  what  is 
now  Cream,  the  grounds  being  southwest  of  the  bridge  crossing  Little 
Waumandee  creek  in  front  of  what  was  then  the  Lincoln  House.  Lincoln 
township  paid  a  bonus  and  was  guaranteed  the  fair  for  five  years.  The 
first  three  fairs  met  with  success,  but  then  the  interest  declined.  The 
grounds  were  in  a  central  location,  but  the  nature  of  the  soil  was  such 
that  the  slightest  rain  turned  the  place  into  a  pool  of  mud.  Then,  too,  there 
was  but  one  tavern  within  six  or  eight  miles.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
seek  another  site.  The  people  of  Buffalo  city  offered  a  gift  of  eight  square 
acres  of  land  and  a  bonus  of  $200,  the  people  of  that  city  to  bear  the  expense 
of  moving  the  buildings,  fences,  railings,  posts  and  the  like  to  the  new 
location.  The  people  of  Alma  offered  to  furnish  grounds  free  for  ten 
years,  to  fence  the  grounds,  to  dig  a  well  and  to  erect  necessary  buildings, 
including  a  hall  24  by  60  feet,  horse  and  cattle  stalls,  sheep  and  pig  pens 
and  a  fenced  half-mile  race  track.  The  Alma  offer  was  accepted,  and  the 
grounds  prepared  about  a  mile  below  the  center  of  the  village  on  the  road 
to  Fountain  City.  These  grounds  likewise  proved  damp,  and  various  un¬ 
favorable  circumstances  prevented  the  success  that  had  been  hoped.  The 
fair  was  kept  alive  by  contributions  from  the  village  of  Alma  and  from 
private  citizens.  In  1880  and  1881  the  interest  in  the  fair  was  at  its  lowest 
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ebb  and  the  grounds  were  seriously  damaged  by  the  high  water.  But  in 
1882  a  most  successful  fair  was  held  and  things  looked  bright  for  the 
future.  Two  interesting  features  of  the  1882  fair,  still  remembered,  were 
the  walking  race  and  the  ladies’  horse  race.  The  winner  in  the  walking 
contest  had  walked  fifty  times  around  the  half-mile  track  when  the  contest 
was  ended.  A  small  fair  was  held  in  1883.  Then  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  through  the  grounds  rendered  it  impossible  to  hold  further  exhi¬ 
bitions  there.  Therefore,  it  was  decided  to  remove  the  fair  to  Mondovi, 
that  city  agreeing  to  furnish  suitable  grounds  free  for  ten  years,  to  con¬ 
struct  the  necessary  buildings  and  a  race  track,  and  to  keep  the  place  in 
repair.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  beginning  with  1884  the  fair  has  been 
held  at  that  place.  Suitable  buildings  have  been  erected  and  the  fair  takes 
high  place  among  the  agricultural  exhibits  of  Wisconsin,  having  won  excel¬ 
lent  recognition  in  many  departments. 
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EDUCATION 
(By  H.  J.  Niehaus) 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  that  the  early  pioneers  of  Buffalo 
county,  in  common  with  the  pioneers  of  other  regions,  had  to  contend  with 
was  the  lack  of  educational  facilities.  Every  one  of  the  early  settlers  came 
from  a  civilized  country,  where  they  had  received  such  an  education  as 
opportunity  had  offered,  and  many  of  them,  deploring  the  total  or  partial 
deficiency  in  this  regard  in  this  new  country,  determined  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  should  have  an  opportunity  to  get  an  education,  even  though  all  con¬ 
ditions  were  new  and  crude.  However,  the  first  consideration  with  the 
pioneers  was  the  necessity  of  concentrating  their  efforts  to  compelling  the 
virgin  soil  to  yield  the  ordinary  necessities.  Furthermore,  to  start  a  school 
it  was  imperative  that  several  families  should  be  living  within  walking 
distance  of  each  other.  During  the  early  years  of  settlement  the  popula¬ 
tion  was  small  and  scattered  over  a  large  area,  so  that  there  were  actually 
but  few  people  living  in  any  one  place  or  neighborhood. 

Then,  too,  in  those  days  the  system  of  school  government  was  de¬ 
cidedly  different  from  the  present  system.  The  provisions  of  school  organi¬ 
zation  were :  (a)  Each  town  had  a  town  superintendent  and  he  divided  the 
town  into  school  districts  each  of  which  was  governed  by  a  district  board ; 
(b)  the  town  superintendent  had  to  license  teachers  and  report  to  the 
county  clerk;  (c)  the  county  clerk  had  to  make  a  report  for  the  whole 
county  to  the  state  superintendent.  Under  this  system  the  early  schools 
in  Buffalo  county  were  organized. 

Probably  the  first  school  taught  in  Buffalo  county  was  in  Fountain 
City  in  the  winter  of  1854-55.  It  was  held  in  a  log  house  owned  by  John 
Buehler  and  taught  by  Mrs.  J.  P.  Penney,  of  Arcadia.  However,  this 
school  was  maintained  by  private  subscription,  and  was  not  in  a  regularly 
organized  district  until  the  following  year. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  records  that  the  first  school  district  organized 
in  the  county  was  District  No.  1,  Belvidere,  now  Joint  District  No.  1,  Bel- 
videre  and  Cochrane.  The  first  term  of  school  in  this  district  was  held 
in  the  winter  of  1855-56,  at  the  home  of  Henry  Klein,  and  was  taught  by 
Fannie  Bishop,  of  Arcadia.  That  same  winter  District  No.  1,  town  of 
Buffalo,  was  organized.  This  was  probably  the  Fountain  City  district. 
School  was  kept  that  winter  in  Fountain  City  by  John  Meade.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  a  joint  district  was  organized  in  Belvidere.  Information  con¬ 
cerning  this  district  is  somewhat  vague,  but  it  probably  included  the  people 
living  in  Alma  and  in  that  part  of  Belvidere  township  near  Alma.  School 
was  taught  at  Alma  in  the  winter  of  1856-57  by  Dr.  John  Ehing. 

The  report  of  1856  is  the  oldest  information  now  available  regarding 
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the  early  schools.  That  report  shows  three  districts,  as  mentioned  above, 
one  at  Buffalo,  and  two,  one  being  joint,  in  Belvidere.  In  these  three  schools 
there  were  102  boys  and  88  girls  registered. 

A  list  prepared  by  Lawrence  Kessinger  gives  the  first  schools  in  the 
county,  after  the  three  already  mentioned.  Mr.  Kessinger,  himself,  how¬ 
ever,  had  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  list.  The  list 
follows,  giving  first  the  year  of  the  first  school,  next  the  township,  next  the 
first  teacher  or  teachers,  and  next  the  immediate  neighborhood: 

“1857,  Waumandee,  Minnie  Kirchner  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hohmann,  on 
Baechler’s  land;  1857-58,  Glencoe,  Thomas  Stone,  on  Cowie’s  land;  1858, 
Nelson,  Rachel  Evans,  Mrs.  J.  Burgess,  in  Cascade ;  1858,  Mondovi,  Thomas 
Fisher,  Waste  Valley  District;  1858,  Milton,  John  J.  Senn,  near  the  mill; 
1858,  Maxville,  unknown,  on  section  30,  township  24,  range  13;  1858,  Gil- 
manton,  Olive  Hatch,  Mrs.  Daniel  Gilman,  near  the  mill;  1858-59,  Cross, 
John  Bert,  on  Baertsch’s  land ;  1858-59,  Alma  township,  J.  K.  Bennett,  in 
Mill  Creek  Valley;  1858-59,  Naples,  Achsa  Hilliard,  H.  Adams,  Pace’s  Dis«- 
trict;  1859,  Buffalo  City,  Lawrence  Kessinger;  1859,  Modena,  Elizabeth 
Gilman,  in  the  present  village;  1861,  Buffalo  township,  George  Harper, 
in  Lenhard’s  old  log  house;  1863,  Lincoln,  John  Muir,  in  what  was  then 
District  3,  Waumandee ;  Dover,  1866,  Emily  A.  Turner,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Church, 
in  Bennett  Valley ;  1867,  Montana,  J.  P.  Remich,  in  Danuser  Valley. 

“It  is  possible  that  the  first  school  in  Gilmanton  may  have  been  taught 
on  the  west  side  of  Beef  river  in  Gilman  Valley.  One  authority  says  that 
Dora  Cook,  later  Mrs.  John  Hunner,  of  Eau  Claire,  taught  the  first  school 
on  the  east  side  in  a  little  log  house  between  R.  E.  Fuller’s  and  J.  M.  Hutch¬ 
inson’s.  Afterwards  the  little  schoolhouse  was  built  near  Gilmanton  and 
John  Peso  taught  there  first;  after  him  Georgiana  Lockwood,  afterwards 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Gilkey;  after  her,  Albert  Southworth,  of  Mondovi,  brother  of 
Ryland  Southworth,  and  after  him,  Louisa  Lockwood.  In  Lincoln  town¬ 
ship  it  is  possible  that  the  school  district  at  Mattausch’s  existed  about  the 
same  time  as  the  school  in  District  1.  It  seems  positive,  however,  that 
in  1863  John  Muir  taught  the  first  school  in  the  latter  district,  the  school- 
house  standing  on  the  land  of  F.  F.  Schaaf  between  his  own  house  and 
that  of  M.  Profitlich.  In  District  No.  2  the  first  school  was  taught  in  the 
house  belonging  to  M.  Hammer,  and  the  first  teacher  was  Henrietta 
Ainsworth.” 

Jan.  1,  1862,  a  new  system  went  into  effect,  created  by  the  legislature 
of  1861.  The  main  provisions  of  this  law  were:  (a)  It  created  the  office 
of  county  superintendent  of  schools;  (b)  the  school  district  clerks  were 
to  report  to  the  town  clerks,  who  in  turn  reported  to  the  county  superin¬ 
tendent  ;  (c)  the  power  to  divide  the  towns  into  school  districts  was  vested 
in  the  town  board  of  supervisors.  The  first  superintendent  under  this  sys¬ 
tem  was  Augustus  Finkelnburg. 

Rapid  progress  in  creating  new  districts  was  made  in  the  ten  years 
following  1856.  In  1866  there  were  52  districts  in  the  county,  with  2,445 
children  enrolled,  1,300  of  whom  were  boys  and  1,145  girls. 

From  1866  to  1876  only  about  two  new  districts  a  year  were  created. 
In  1876  there  were  74  districts  taught  by  81  teachers  and  naving  an 
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enrollment  of  5,865  pupils,  of  whom  2,966  were  boys  and  2,899  were  girls. 
Of  these  3,753,  or  62.2  per  cent,  were  reported  as  attending. 

In  1886  there  were  82  districts  taught  by  92  teachers.  There  were 
6,351  enrolled,  of  whom  3,240  were  boys  and  3,111  were  girls.  The  reported 
attendance  was  3,977,  or  a  little  less  than  64  per  cent. 

Ten  years  brought  but  little  change.  In  1896  there  were  85  districts 
taught  by  123  teachers,  with  a  total  representation  of  6,333,  of  whom 
3,242  were  girls  and  3,091  were  boys.  The  reported  attendance  was  4,064, 
or  64  per  cent. 

Ninety-one  districts  existed  in  1906,  taught  by  114  teachers,  the  total 
registration  being  6,083,  of  whom  3,112  were  boys  and  2,971  were  girls. 
There  was  a  reported  attendance  of  4,443,  or  73  per  cent. 

In  1916  there  were  92  districts  with  132  teachers.  The  total  number 
of  children  was  5,541.  There  was  a  reported  attendance  of  3,723,  or  67.2 
per  cent. 

There  are  still  92  districts  in  1917-18  with  132  teachers.  The  number 
of  children  was  5,345.  There  is  a  reported  attendance  of  3,479,  or  65.1  per 
cent. 

Comparing  the  school  population  of  the  decades  here  enumerated,  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  increased  up  to  1886,  when  it  reached  its  highest  mark, 
6,351,  after  which  it  gradually  decreased  until  in  1918  there  is  a  school 
population  of  5,345,  or  1,000  less  than  in  1886,  when  it  reached  the  highest 
point. 

There  is  no  record  as  to  when  the  first  graded  school  was  established  in 
the  county.  In  1872  there  were  but  two  graded  schools  in  the  county,  one 
at  Fountain  City  and  one  at  Alma,  each  with  two  teachers.  Alma  and 
Fountain  City  then  had  brick  schoolhouses  and  Mondovi  a  large  frame 
building.  Waumandee  also  had  one  brick  schoolhouse,  and  a  few  other 
districts  had  frame  houses.  For  the  most  part,  however,  the  schoolhouses 
were  of  logs.  Some  were  substantially  built,  but  others  were  of  the  crudest 
kind.  The  furniture  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  unplaned  benches  and 
desks.  No  facilities  were  provided  for  an  even  temperature.  A  stove  over¬ 
heated  those  nearest  to  it,  while  those  in  the  further  corners  were  chilled 
and  cold. 

In  1876  there  were  four  graded  schools  in  the  county,  Alma  City  with 
three  teachers;  Fountain  City  with  three  teachers;  Mondovi  with  two 
teachers;  and  Waumandee  District  No.  2  with  two  teachers. 

In  1886  there  were  four  graded  schools :  Alma  City  with  five  teachers ; 
Fountain  City  with  four  teachers ;  Mondovi  City  with  three  teachers ;  and 
Waumandee  District  No.  2  with  two  teachers.  District  No.  2,  Waumandee, 
about  that  time  abandoned  the  practice  of  employing  two  teachers. 

In  1901  the  legislature  created  a  system  of  state  graded  schools,  pre¬ 
scribing  certain  qualifications  for  the  teachers  of  such  schools,  and  offered 
special  state  aid  to  districts  maintaining  such  schools  in  the  amount  of 
$100  for  schools  of  the  second  class  employing  two  teachers  and  $200  for 
schools  of  the  first  class  employing  three  or  more  teachers.  The  special 
state  aid  has  been  increased  by  subsequent  legislatures  to  $200  for  schools 
of  the  second  class  and  $300  for  schools  of  the  first  class,  also  an  additional 
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$100  for  offering  a  course  of  instruction  in  manual  training  and  domestic 
science. 

The  first  state  graded  schools  to  be  established  in  this  county  under 
this  act  were:  District  No.  1  Joint,  Belvidere  and  Cochrane;  District  No.  1, 
Gilmanton;  and  District  No.  5,  Nelson.  After  the  law  had  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  a  few  years  state  graded  schools  were  established  also  in  District 
No.  1  Joint,  Modena;  District  No.  3  Joint,  Belvidere;  and  District  No.  3 
Joint,  Town  of  Alma. 

The  first  high  school  established  in  the  county  was  located  at  Alma. 
Later  on  high  schools  were  established  in  Mondovi  and  Fountain  City. 
The  first  and  only  township  high  school  in  the  county  was  established  at 
Gilmanton  in  1911  with  A.  S.  Wells  as  principal  and  Mabel  Bahr  as  assist¬ 
ant.  The  statistics  for  1903  are  as  follows: 

High  schools  and  grades  below  high — Alma  City  with  eight  teachers; 
Fountain  City  with  six  teachers ;  Mondovi  with  ten  teachers.  State  graded 
schools — No.  1,  Belvidere  (now  Belvidere  and  Cochrane),  two  teachers; 
No.  1,  Gilmanton,  two  teachers;  No.  5,  Nelson,  two  teachers. 

For  1918  the  statistics  are  as  follows :  High  schools  and  grades  below 
high — Alma  City  with  eight  teachers ;  Fountain  City,  seven  teachers ;  Gil¬ 
manton  Township  High,  three  teachers;  and  Mondovi  City,  sixteen  teach¬ 
ers.  State  graded  schools — District  No.  1  Joint,  Belvidere  and  Cochrane, 
four  teachers;  District  No.  1  Joint,  Gilmanton,  two  teachers;  District  No. 
3  Joint,  Belvidere,  two  teachers;  District  No.  3  Joint,  Alma  town,  two 
teachers;  District  No.  1  Joint,  Modena,  two  teachers;  and  District  No.  5 
Joint,  Nelson,  two  teachers. 

The  high  schools  at  Mondovi,  Gilmanton  and  Alma  offer  courses  in 
agriculture.  The  Mondovi  high  school  also  offers  besides  its  regular 
courses  in  English  and  Latin,  courses  in  domestic  science  and  a  complete 
commercial  course,  also  a  teachers’  training  course.  The  Fountain  City 
high  school  also  offers  a  commercial  course. 

The  Buffalo  County  Training  School  was  established  in  Alma  in  1902 
for  the  purpose  of  training  teachers.  It  is  supported  jointly  by  the  state 
and  county.  The  state  pays  annually  the  teachers’  salaries  and  Buffalo 
county  provides  the  additional  funds  necessary  to  maintain  the  school. 
It  occupies  a  substantial  two-story  solid  brick  building,  constructed  on 
modern  plans,  beautifully  situated  on  high  ground  overlooking  the  river, 
providing  ample  and  commodious  quarters.  The  building  is  well  lighted 
and  provided  with  a  modern  system  of  heating  and  ventilation,  city  water, 
drinking  fountain  and  sewerage  system.  Special  courses  are  maintained 
in  domestic  science  and  art,  agriculture  and  manual  training.  The  faculty 
consists  of  B.  F.  Oltman,  principal;  Nora  A.  Carter,  supervisor  of  practice; 
and  Alma  May  Ganz,  domestic  science.  The  training  school  board  con¬ 
sists  of  Nic  Weinandy  (president),  H.  J.  Niehaus  and  E.  F.  Ganz.  The 
committee  on  common  schools  of  the  county  consists  of  Valentine  Thoeny, 
of  Fountain  City;  E.  A.  Kenyon,  of  Gilmanton;  and  T.  S.  Saby,  of  Alma. 
The  original  faculty  consisted  of  H.  H.  Liebenberg  as  principal  and  Carrie 
J.  Smith,  supervisor  of  practice.  During  its  sixteen  years  of  existence 
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the  school  has  graduated  323  students  besides  giving  instruction  to  a  large 
number  who  did  not  finish  the  course. 

The  following  course  of  study  is  offered  in  the  school: 

First  Year.  I — Language  and  composition,  reading  and  orthoepy,  ag¬ 
riculture,  food  and  nutrition,  library  reading,  cooking  and  manual  training, 
and  algebra  (elective).  II — Language  and  composition,  reading,  arithme¬ 
tic,  physical  geography,  spelling,  sewing,  and  algebra  (elective).  Ill — 
Geography,  physiology,  arithmetic,  general  science,  U.  S.  history,  cooking, 
and  algebra  (elective).  IV — Language  and  composition,  American  litera¬ 
ture,  agriculture,  physical  geography,  penmanship,  sewing  and  manual 
training,  and  an  elective  study. 

Second  Year.  I — Psychology  and  manual,  reading  and  orthoepy,  home 
geography  and  Wisconsin  history,  agriculture,  library  reading,  cooking  and 
manual  training,  and  American  literature.  II — Methods  and  observation, 
composition  and  grammar,  civics,  arithmetic,  penmanship,  cooking,  Amer¬ 
ican  literature  (five  weeks),  and  physical  geography  (five  weeks).  Ill — 
Methods  and  observation,  composition  and  grammar,  geography,  arithme¬ 
tic,  physiology,  sewing,  and  physical  geography.  IV — School  management, 
U.  S.  history,  physiology,  agriculture,  spelling,  sewing  and  manual  training, 
and  an  elective  study. 

One  Year  Professional  Course.  I — Reading  and  reading  methods,  lan¬ 
guage  and  language  methods,  arithmetic  and  arithmetic  methods,  agricul¬ 
ture,  cooking,  and  physical  geography.  II — Geography  and  geography 
methods,  civics,  writing,  spelling  and  library  work,  physical  geography, 
cooking,  and  American  literature.  Ill — Physiology  and  hygiene,  pedagogy, 
history  and  history  methods,  American  literature,  practice  teaching,  sew¬ 
ing,  and  reviews.  IV — Agriculture,  use  of  school  library  and  rural  sociol¬ 
ogy,  school  management  and  law,  practice  teaching,  sewing,  and  reviews. 

Throughout  the  year  in  all  the  courses  there  are  plays  and  games  and 
music  and  literary  society  work,  with  manual  training  given  at  convenient 
times. 

The  first  authentic  records  we  have  of  the  schoolhouses  of  the  county 
date  from  1872.  At  that  time,  as  already  mentioned,  Alma  and  Fountain 
City  had  brick  school  houses  and  Mondovi  had  a  large  frame  building.  In 
the  country  districts  they  had  mostly  log  schoolhouses,  although  Wauman- 
dee  had  one  schoolhouse  built  of  brick,  and  frame  houses  began  to  make 
their  appearance  about  that  time.  Fountain  City  and  Alma  now  have 
modern  brick  buildings.  Mondovi  City  has  three  brick  buildings  well  heated 
and  ventilated.  The  state  graded  schools  are  at  present  all  located  in 
modern  brick  buildings,  Cochrane  and  Gilmanton  having  commodious  four- 
room  buildings  with  basements,  while  Nelson,  Herold,  Tell  and  Modena 
have  modern  two-room  brick  buildings. 

District  No.  3  Joint,  Town  of  Alma,  known  as  the  Tell  district,  was 
the  first  rural  school  district  to  build  a  modern  school  with  provisions  for 
ventilation.  It  was  quickly  followed  by  No.  4,  Gilmanton,  and  No.  2,  Wau- 
mandee.  There  are  at  present,  besides  the  above  modern  rural  school 
buildings  in  No.  8,  Mondovi ;  No.  1,  Maxville ;  No.  4,  Nelson,  known  as  the 
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Norwegian  valley  school;  No.  6,  Montana;  No.  4,  Glencoe;  No.  1,  Glencoe; 
No.  1,  Waumandee;  No.  6,  Waumandee;  Buffalo  City;  No.  1,  Nelson. 

The  legislature  during  the  session  of  1907  passed  a  law  granting  special 
state  aid  of  $50  a  year  for  three  years  to  rural  schools  hiring  efficient 
teachers,  installing  a  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  and  furnishing 
equipment  as  prescribed  by  the  state  superintendent.  All  but  six  of  the 
rural  schools  in  the  county  qualified  under  this  law  and  today,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  our  rural  schools  have  a  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  and 
an  equipment  including  supplementary  readers,  dictionaries,  maps,  etc. 
The  long  benches  of  1872  have  given  way  to  modern  single  and  double  seats. 

The  first  school  libraries  of  any  importance  were  found  in  Alma  and 
Fountain  City.  They  were  mostly  composed  of  donations  by  citizens.  The 
legislature  of  1887  enacted  a  law  creating  the  township  library  system.  As 
the  law  stands  at  present  the  county  treasurer  withholds  ten  cents  for  every 
child  between  the  ages  of  4  and  20  years.  This  fund  is  expended  by  the 
county  superintendent  in  purchasing  books  for  the  different  districts  in 
the  county.  The  first  books  appeared  in  the  schools  in  about  the  year  1889. 
Their  initial  value  was  probably  not  in  excess  of  $600.  How  the  system 
has  grown  in  the  succeeding  years  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the 
report  of  1918  shows  a  total  of  20,195  volumes  in  the  public  school  libraries 
of  the  county,  purchased  at  a  total  cost  of  $11,037. 

In  1888  there  were  Catholic  schools  at  Fountain  City  and  in  the  Wau¬ 
mandee  Valley.  In  addition  to  the  usual  studies,  courses  were  given  in 
sewing,  knitting  and  ornamental  work.  Boarding  facilities  were  offered 
in  connection  with  the  schools.  The  German  language  was  an  important 
subject  of  instruction.  There  are  now  Catholic  Parochial  schools  in  Foun¬ 
tain  City,  Mondovi  and  Waumandee.  There  are  also  numerous  Protestant 
Parochial  schools  connected  with  the  various  Lutheran  churches,  some  of 
which  are  conducted  throughout  the  school  year,  and  others  of  which  are 
vacation  schools. 

Conditions  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  county  superintendent  for 
1917-18  present  many  features  of  interest  as  compared  with  the  old  days 
when  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  were  taught  in  a  crude  log  cabin. 
During  the  year  covered  by  the  report,  the  superintendent  made  136  official 
school  visits.  In  this  work  he  was  assisted  by  the  faculty  of  the  Training 
School,  by  the  supervising  teacher  and  by  the  State  Graded  School  In¬ 
spector.  A  teachers’  institute  was  held  in  Alma  in  August,  and  a  county 
teachers’  meeting  was  held  there  in  February.  School  board  conventions 
were  held  in  December  in  Alma  and  Mondovi. 

A  summary  of  the  report  shows  the  following  items :  Total  number  of 
districts,  92 ;  total  number  of  rural  schools,  4 ;  total  number  of  state  graded 
schools,  6;  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  state  graded  schools,  13; 
number  of  teachers  employed  in  rural  schools,  84;  number  of  teachers  em¬ 
ployed  in  grades  below  high  schools,  17 ;  number  of  teachers  employed  in 
high  schools,  18. 

Enrollment  and  graduates :  Total  number  in  rural  schools,  2,247 :  total 
enrolled  in  state  graded  schools,  421;  total  enrolled  in  grades  below  high 
school,  597 ;  total  enrolled  in  high  schools,  283 ;  number  who  graduated 
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from  rural  schools,  96 ;  number  who  graduated  from  state  graded  schools, 
36 ;  number  who  graduated  from  grades  below  high  schools,  54 ;  number  who 
graduated  from  high  schools,  51. 

Salary:  Rural — Number  receiving  $40  and  less  than  $45,  thirty-four; 
$45  and  less  than  $50,  eleven;  $55  and  less  than  $60,  seven;  $60  and  less 
than  $65,  three;  $65  and  less  than  $70,  two.  State  graded — Number  re¬ 
ceiving  $45  and  less  than  $50,  five;  $50  and  less  than  $60,  two;  $60  and 
less  than  $65,  one;  $65  and  less  than  $70,  three;  $75  and  less  than  $80,  one; 
$80  and  less  than  $85,  one.  Grades  below  high  schools — Number  receiving 
$45  and  less  than  $50,  one ;  $50  and  less  than  $55,  nine ;  $55  and  less  than 
$60,  four;  $65  and  less  than  $70,  two;  $70  and  less  than  $75,  one.  High 
schools — Number  receiving  $60  and  less  than  $65,  one ;  $65  and  less  than 
$70,  four;  $75  and  less  than  $80,  two;  $80  and  less  than  $85,  three;  $95 
and  less  than  $100,  three ;  $100  and  less  than  $110,  one ;  $110  and  less  than 
$120,  one ;  $120  or  over,  three. 

Enrollment  in  rural  schools:  Five  children  or  fewer,  one;  six  to  ten 
children,  two;  11  to  15  children,  ten;  16  to  20  children,  11;  21  to  25  chil¬ 
dren,  20;  26  to  30  children,  17;  31  to  35  children,  11;  36  to  40  children, 
seven;  41  to  45  children,  three;  51  to  55  children,  one. 

Miscellaneous:  Number  of  children  between  ages  of  4  and  20  years, 
5,484;  number  of  public  gatherings  held  in  schoolhouses,  319;  number  of 
children  who  were  present  every  day  school  was  in  session,  249 ;  number  of 
districts  furnishing  free  text  books,  31 ;  number  of  districts  in  which  a 
foreign  language  is  taught,  15;  number  of  districts  transporting  children, 
two ;  number  of  wagons  used,  two. 

Special  activities:  Number  of  boys’  and  girls’  agricultural  clubs,  six; 
number  of  schools  in  which  warm  lunches  have  been  served,  nine ;  number 
of  schools  in  which  some  hand  work  has  been  done,  43 ;  number  of  schools 
having  some  playground  apparatus,  12;  number  of  schools  in  which  some 
form  of  evening  school  has  been  held,  five;  number  of  schools  in  which 
credit  for  home  work  was  given,  11 ;  number  of  schools  containing  parent 
teacher  associations,  43 ;  number  of  schools  having  community  clubs,  47 ; 
number  of  schools  doing  work  in  manual  training,  nine ;  and  number  of  dis¬ 
tricts  having  school  gardens,  16. 

Several  well-known  educators  have  filled  the  office  of  county  superin¬ 
tendent  in  Buffalo  County.  Their  terms  of  service  have  been  as  follows: 
Augustus  Finkelnburg,  1861-1863 ;  C.  F.  Kingsland,  1863-1864 ;  Robert  Lees 
(to  fill  vacancy),  1864-1865;  James  Imrie,  1865-1867;  Robert  Lees,  1869- 
1871 ;  Lawrence  Kessinger,  1871-1877 ;  John  C.  Rathbun,  1877-1881 ;  Law¬ 
rence  Kessinger,  1881-1886;  George  Schmidt,  1886-1894;  Mary  E.  Shane, 
1894-1896 ;  William  J.  Eberwein,  1896-1907 ;  and  Henry  J.  Niehaus,  1907  to 
the  present  time. 
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MODERN  CITIES  AND  VILLAGES 

Buffalo  County  has  four  incorporated  cities,  Alma,  Fountain  City,  Mon- 
dovi  and  Buffalo  City,  and  one  incorporated  village,  Cochrane.  Nelson, 
Gilmanton  and  Modena  are  also  flourishing  settlements,  while  scattered 
throughout  the  county  are  many  small  hamlets  and  community  centers  of 
more  or  less  importance.  The  early  history  of  the  important  points  has 
been  told  in  earlier  chapters. 

Mondovi 

Mondovi,  the  largest  city  in  Buffalo  County,  is  pleasantly  situated  at 
the  terminus  of  the  Mondovi-Fairchild  branch  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
/  western  Railway.  Ford  Creek  from  the  east  and  Whelan  Creek  from  the 
north,  here  join  and  form  Mirror  Lake,  which  finds  its  outlet  into  Beef 
River  through  a  short  stream  called  Mill  Creek.  The  business  section  is  on 
a  broad  plateau  west  of  the  creek,  while  the  station  and  elevators  are  east 
of  it. 

Founded  by  Americans  from  the  eastern  states,  the  city  has  the  air 
of  a  New  England  or  New  York  town,  with  its  broad  streets,  its  magnifi¬ 
cent  shade  trees,  and  its  sightly  homes  surrounded  by  beautiful  lawns  and 
flowering  shrubbery. 

Excellent  opportunities  for  an  education  are  provided  by  the  public 
schools,  consisting  of  kindergarten,  graded  school  and  high  school,  and  by 
the  Sacred  Heart  Parochial  School  taught  by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis. 
The  religious  life  of  the  community  is  cared  for  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Catholic,  Congregational,  Norwegian  Lutheran,  German  Lutheran  and 
Evangelical  churches. 

Among  the  fraternities,  the  Masons,  the  Eastern  Star,  the  G.  A.  R., 
the  Women’s  Relief  Corps,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Woodmen,  the  Royal 
Neighbors,  the  Beavers,  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  the 
Yeomen  and  the  Equitable  Fraternal  Union. 

There  are  two  mills,  the  Ruseling  Mill  and  the  Lockwood  Roller  Mills ; 
two  creameries,  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  and  the  Dairyman’s 
Association;  a  canning  factory,  the  Mondovi  Co-operative  Canning  Co.; 
three  lumber  companies,  the  Mondovi  Lumber  Co.,  the  O.  &  N.  Lumber 
Co.,  and  Walter  Walsh ;  a  cement  block  factory,  several  stock  buying  firms 
and  bridge  contractors,  and  two  elevators,  the  Mondovi  Equity  Exchange 
and  the  Badger  Grain  Co.;  a  first  class  hotel,  four  garages,  and  a  wagon 
maker. 

There  is  a  good  opera  house  and  public  hall,  the  Bijou ;  a  well-equipped 
hospital;  two  newspapers,  the  Buffalo  County  News  and  the  Mondovi  Her¬ 
ald  ;  two  banks,  the  First  National  and  the  Mondovi  State  Bank ;  four  law 
offices  and  two  physicians. 
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The  town  is  a  noted  shipping  point  for  canned  goods,  butter,  eggs, 
poultry,  hides,  wool,  grains,  sheep,  cattle  and  horses. 

The  city  was  incorporated  in  1899,-  the  first  officers  being:  Mayor, 
B.  S.  Lockwood;  clerk,  R.  Southworth;  treasurer,  C.  E.  Otis;  municipal 
judge,  W.  L.  Houser;  justices,  H.  B.  Pace  and  W.  L.  Standish;  aldermen, 
first  ward,  Charles  Ford  and  O.  G.  Hawkins ;  aldermen,  second  ward,  H.  B. 
Pace  and  M.  K.  Fisher. 

The  municipality  has  a  city  hall,  a  fire  department,  a  waterworks 
system  supplied  by  a  flowing  well  and  a  reservoir,  and  there  is  also  an  ex¬ 
cellent  sewer  system.  Electricity  is  furnished  by  the  Wisconsin-Minnesota 
Light  &  Power  Co.  The  city  owns  the  grounds  where  the  annual  county 
fairs  are  held. 

The  first  school  in  the  vicinity  of  Mondovi  was  taught  in  1857,  by  Mrs. 
George  Sprague  in  a  board  shanty.  The  district  about  1860  erected  a  log 
schoolhouse  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  present  city.  In  1871,  a 
building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
high  school  building.  This  was  burned  in  the  winter  of  1890-91,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1891,  the  present  high  school  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$14,000.  The  kindergarten  building  was  erected  in  1900,  and  the  graded 
school  building  in  1905.  The  first  high  school  class,  consisting  of  Mabel 
Farrington,  Eva  Fisher  and  Anna  Smith,  was  graduated  in  1890.  The 
principals  have  been  A.  M.  Locker,  Hans  Hanson,  Henry  Kneipe,  George  M. 
McGregor,  Fred  Thomas,  James  Nesbit,  W.  S.  Freeman,  W.  T.  Ream,  P.  T. 
Neverman,  D.  A.  Schwartz  and  C.  W.  Dodge. 

The  Mondovi  Co-operative  Canning  Co.  was  organized  April  4,  1914, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000  and  a  paid-up  capital  of  $13,500.  The 
original  officers  and  directors  were:  Henry  Hurtley  (president),  Louis 
Haunschild  (vice  president),  Jacob  Canar  (treasurer),  Edward  Ruplinger 
(secretary),  James  Dillon,  Louis  Whitworth,  Ole  J.  Ward,  Frank  Koepp 
and  Joseph  Warren.  Previous  to  this  there  had  been  an  earlier  effort  which 
did  not  materialize.  At  once  upon  organization  in  1914,  Fred  H.  Bertschy, 
the  manager,  started  work,  and  by  September,  the  factory  was  erected,  and 
started  operations  canning  corn.  In  1915  facilities  were  added  for  canning 
stringless  beans,  and  a  warehouse  erected.  After  the  season  of  1916,  Mr. 
Bertschy  left  and  was  followed  by  Philip  Koch,  who  has  since  been  in  charge 
as  superintendent  and  manager.  The  original  officers  are  still  serving, 
with  the  exception  that  Ole  J.  Ward  has  succeeded  Jacob  Canar  as  treas¬ 
urer,  and  William  Linse  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  directors.  The  fac¬ 
tory  has  a  large  output,  and  cans  the  Mondovi  and  Kindergarten  brand  of . 
com,  and  the  Kindergarten  brand  of  beans. 

Alma 

Alma,  the  county  seat  of  Buffalo  County,  is  located  on  a  narrow  strip 
of  land  between  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  towering  bluffs  which  form 
its  background.  The  business  street  extends  parallel  to  the  river  at  about 
the  level  of  the  old  steamboat  landing,  while  the  residence  street,  lined  with 
beautiful  homes  and  substantial  public  buildings,  is  several  rods  higher,  but 
also  parallel  to  the  river.  A  series  of  cement  steps  constructed  by  the  city 
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connects  the  two  streets,  and  these  steps,  together  with  the  moss-grown 
sluice  ways  for  surplus  water,  and  the  terraced  walls  connected  with  many 
of  the  private  residences  and  gardens,  add  greatly  to  the  picturesque  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  village. 

Settled  in  the  forties,  and  then  known  as  Twelve  Mile  Bluff,  the  place 
began  to  assume  the  aspects  of  a  village  in  the  middle  fifties,  and  since 
then  the  growth  has  been  of  a  gradual  nature,  hastened  somewhat  by  the 
establishment  of  the  county  seat  here  in  1861,  and  the  Beef  Slough  rafting 
operations  from  1867  to  1889. 

Alma  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1868.  Conrad  Moser,  Jr.,  was 
the  first  president,  J.  J.  Senn  the  first  clerk,  Jacob  Wirth  the  first  treas¬ 
urer,  and  the  first  trustees  were  William  Ehrich,  John  A.  Tester,  Fred  Laue 
and  William  Brigaboos.  The  city  was  incorporated  in  1885.  The  first 
mayor  was  Martin  Polin;  the  first  clerk  John  H.  White;  the  first  treasurer, 
Charles  Neumeister.  Fred  Laue  is  the  present  mayor.  The  aldermen  from 
the  first  ward  are  H.  B.  Niehaus,  Christ  Buhman  and  John  Meili;  from  the 
second  ward,  R.  C.  Achenbach,  W.  H.  Beneke  and  C.  H.  Kaste;  from  the 
third  ward,  Frank  Harry,  Christ  Van  Wald  and  William  Henninger.  The 
treasurer  is  T.  S.  Saby.  The  clerk,  H.  F.  Ibach,  is  with  the  colors,  and  his 
place  is  being  taken  by  S.  P.  Ibach. 

Fire  protection  was  furnished  in  the  early  days  by  a  bucket  brigade. 
In  1870  a  hook  and  ladder  company  was  organized.  Six  years  later  a  hand 
engine  was  purchased  and  an  engine  company  organized.  Later  a  Silsby 
engine  was  in  use  until  the  present  waterworks  were  established  in  1912. 

The  waterworks  are  justly  a  matter  of  pride  to  the  people  of  the  city, 
and  are  embodied  in  what  is  known  as  the  Ludlow  system.  Water  is 
pumped  from  wells  to  the  reservoir  on  the  bluff  back  of  the  city,  at  an 
elevation  of  175  feet,  thus  giving  an  eighty-pound  pressure.  This  provides 
the  principal  streets  with  water  for  domestic  use  and  fire  protection,  hy¬ 
drants  being  located  at  convenient  points  throughout  the  city.  The  con¬ 
struction  committee  consisted  of  J.  S.  Tenny,  J.  A.  Ganz  and  Peter  A.  Tur- 
ton,  Mr.  Tenny  at  that  time  being  the  mayor  and  Mr.  Turton  the  clerk. 

Electric  light  service  has  been  provided  for  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
the  first  contract  for  street  lighting  having  been  let  to  George  A.  Kurtz, 
December  5,  1893.  Mr.  Kurtz  sold  to  Dr.  George  Kempter.  Later  R.  M. 
Smith,  the  present  manager,  organized  a  stock  company.  Of  this  company 
he  gradually  acquired  the  stock,  and  in  1918  sold  to  the  Wisconsin-Minne- 
sota  Light  &  Power  Co. 

The  village  hall  erected  in  1878,  a  substantial  frame  structure,  is  still 
in  use. 

In  addition  to  its  excellent  public  school  system,  Alma  has  the  Buffalo 
County  Training  School  for  Teachers,  established  in  1902.  Four  churches 
are  represented  here,  the  Swiss  Reformed,  the  Evangelical  Association,  the 
German  Lutheran  and  the  Catholic.  Christian  Science  services  are  also 
held.  Among  the  fraternities  may  be  mentioned  the  Blue  Lodge  and  East¬ 
ern  Star  of  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Royal  Neighbors  and  the  Beavers.  The  people 
have  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  music,  and  the  Alma  Concert  Band 
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of  thirty  pieces,  and  the  Ladies’  Orchestra  of  twenty  pieces  are  important 
factors  in  the  life  of  the  city. 

There  are  several  natural  parks  in  the  vicinity  of  Alma.  Back  of  the 
city,  the  picturesque  bluff  is  owned  by  E.  F.  Ganz,  and  a  private  roadway 
winds  through  the  wood  land  to  its  top,  a  short  distance  back  from  which 
his  home  is  located.  At  the  top  of  the  bluff,  Mr.  Ganz  has  installed  a  flag 
pole  which  can  be  seen  for  many  miles  up  and  down  the  river. 

Among  the  business  and  professional  activities  of  Alma  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  newspaper,  two  banks,  five  hotels,  three  garages,  a  brewery,  six 
grocery  stores,  two  boot  and  shoe  stores,  a  lumber  yard,  an  oil  station,  two 
coal  and  wood  establishments,  a  wiring  and  electric  light  supply  house, 
one  grain  elevator,  one  grain  and  produce  warehouse,  two  millinery  estab¬ 
lishments,  three  hardware  stores,  three  general  stores,  two  agricultural 
implement  dealers,  two  blacksmiths,  eight  saloons,  one  livery  stable,  one 
stock  yard,  one  flour  and  feed  establishment,  one  drug  store,  one  fur  estab¬ 
lishment,  one  tailor  shop,  and  an  investment  company,  as  well  as  a  physi¬ 
cian,  an  attorney,  a  photographer  and  two  real  estate  dealers. 

The  first  school  in  Alma  was  taught  in  1856,  by  Dr.  John  Ehing,  a 
grandfather  of  Otto  F.  and  William  D.  Ehing,  proprietors  of  the  Union 
Hotel.  He  received  his  certificate  from  Philip  Kraft,  town  superintendent 
of  schools,  and  taught  in  the  house  which,  with  alterations,  is  now  occupied 
by  Darwin  Ulrich.  A  school  building  was  erected  in  1868.  This  was  aban¬ 
doned  in  1867  when  the  present  school  was  erected  on  the  present  site,  the 
old  school  building  being  converted  into  a  jail.  The  school  building  has 
been  modernized  from  time  to  time,  and  is  now  well  equipped  with  modern 
conveniences  and  appliances.  The  principal,  H.  H.  Lubenberg,  has  for 
many  years  past  been  connected  with  the  Buffalo  County  Training  School. 

The  first  postmaster  at  Alma  was  W.  H.  Gates,  who  opened  the  office 
at  his  store  at  the  corner  of  Orange  and  Main  streets.  He  was  appointed 
in  1856  and  served  something  over  a  year.  Since  then  the  postmasters 
have  been:  Peter  Polin,  1857-63;  C.  A.  Boehme,  1863-69;  Mathias  Fetzer, 
1869-72;  Julius  Ginzkey,  1872-76;  L.  P.  Hunner,  1876-85;  M.  W.  MacDon- 
nell,  1885-87;  G.  M.  Reinhardt,  1888-1890;  J.  W.  DeGroff,  1890-91;  D.  J. 
McKenzie,  1891-93 ;  Herman  Schoepp,  1893  (a  few  months) ;  Theodore 
Buehler,  1893-97;  E.  F.  Ganz,  1897-1913;  Theodore  Buehler,  Jr.,  1913  to 
the  present  time. 

Fountain  City 

Fountain  City,  the  first  permanent  settlement  in  Buffalo  County,  is 
attractively  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  under  the  shade  of 
the  overhanging  bluffs.  Many  of  the  houses  and  gardens  are  located  on 
terraces  built  into  the  sides  of  the  bluffs,  giving  to  the  place  a  picturesque¬ 
ness  which  has  attracted  the  admiration  of  travelers  from  near  and  far. 

The  city  is  incorporated,  has  good  churches  and  schools,  good  fire  pro¬ 
tection,  pure  water  from  artesian  wells,  some  sightly  buildings,  and  a  good 
representation  of  business  concerns.  Social  life  is  not  neglected,  and  espe¬ 
cial  attention  has  been  paid  to  musical  affairs.  For  several  years  it  has 
been  the  center  of  government  improvements  on  the  river  in  this  vicinity, 
and  this  has  added  to  its  business  importance. 
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The  Parish  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  also  maintains  an  excellent 
parochial  school  housed  in  a  suitable  brick  building  of  two  stories.  The 
usual  eight  grades  of  study  are  maintained. 

The  religious  life  of  the  village  is  represented  by  four  churches,  Cath¬ 
olic,  Lutheran,  Reformed  and  Evangelical. 

Situated  at  the  outlet  of  one  of  the  richest  farming  countries  in  west¬ 
ern  Wisconsin,  the  city  is  unusually  well  supplied  with  business  houses.  It 
has  a  bank,  a  newspaper,  three  good  hotels,  a  mill,  an  elevator,  a  brewery, 
a  lumber  yard,  two  planing  mills,  two  garages,  a  foundry  and  machine  shop, 
a  cigar  factory,  three  agricultural  implement  dealers,  a  bottling  works,  a 
shoemaker,  a  blacksmith,  a  plumber,  two  contractors  and  builders,  a  pho¬ 
tographer,  a  drug  store,  a  meat  market,  a  milliner,  three  clothing  'stores, 
two  hardware  stores,  a  grocery  and  a  bakery  and  confectionery  store.  The 
professions  are  represented  by  a  physician,  a  lawyer  and  a  dentist. 

Fountain  City  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1870.  J.  B.  Oenning 
was  the  first  president. 

The  place  continued  as  a  village  until  April,  1889,  when  it  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  city.  Charles  R.  Bechman  was  the  first  president,  H.  Roet- 
tiger  was  first  treasurer  and  Henry  Friedel  the  first  assessor.  From  the 
first  ward  the  officers  were :  Alderman  for  three  years,  A.  Dressendorfer ; 
alderman  for  two  years,  M.  Feuerhak;  alderman  for  one  year,  William 
Schuster;  county  supervisor,  George  Schwoebel;  justice  of  the  peace,  F. 
Roettiger ;  constable,  John  Spehn.  From  the  second  ward  the  officers  were : 
Alderman  for  three  years,  William  Heck;  alderman  for  two  years,  F.  H. 
Bitter;  officer  for  one  year,  Jacob  Stoll;  county  supervisor,  John  Schmitz; 
justice  of  the  peace,  R.  W.  Feigel;  constable,  M.  Fiedler.'  The  present 
mayor  is  Dr.  Paul  J.  Reinhardt,  the  clerk  is  Paul  Fugina,  the  treasurer  is 
Paul  Rudiger,  while  the  aldermen  are  Samuel  Schaffner,  William  Wild  and 
Valentine  Thoeny  from  the  first  ward  and  Romeo  Kaste,  Alexander  Bachler 
and  Emil  Florin  from  the  second  ward. 

A  year  after  the  village  was  incorporated,  fire  protection  had  its  origin. 
December  4,  1871,  Liberty  No.  1  was  organized  as  the  nucleus  of  the  fire 
department,  with  Fred  Roettiger  as  chief  and  Fred  Baechler  as  assistant, 
with  sixty  members  composed  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  village.  The 
equipment  was  increased  from  time  to  time  and  in  January,  1893,  an  engine 
was  purchased  from  the  Ahrens  Fire  Steamer  Co.  The  city  is  now  well 
equipped  for  fighting  fire.  The  water  is  furnished  from  artesian  wells. 
Electric  light  service  dates  from  January,  1889,  when  Henry  and  Frederick 
Roettiger  installed  a  plant  at  their  planing  mill.  These  gentlemen  still 
hold  the  franchise,  but  the  current  is  furnished  by  the  Wisconsin  &  Minne¬ 
sota  Light  &  Power  Co.  The  city  hall,  a  brick  structure  erected  in  1879, 
still  proves  adequate  for  its  purpose,  and  public  gatherings  are  held  in  the 
Concordia  Hall. 

Education  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  development  of  Foun¬ 
tain  City.  As  early  as  the  winter  of  1854-55  school  was  taught  in  a  log 
house  owned  by  John  Buehler,  the  teacher  being  Mrs.  J.  R.  Penny.  The 
first  schoolhouse  was  built  of  brick  by  Henry  Teckenburg  in  1859.  A  new 
schoolhouse  was  erected  in  1867  at  a  cost  of  some  $7,000.  The  present 
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school  is  a  substantial  brick  building  of  six  rooms,  modern  in  every  respect. 
It  was  built  in  1900,  the  officers  of  the  board  at  that  time  being  Martin 
Fugina,  president ;  Charles  Prussing,  clerk ;  and  F.  J.  Bohri,  treasurer ;  the 
cost  with  equipment  being  $15,000.  There  are  seven  teachers  including 
the  principal,  and  aside  from  the  usual  graded  and  high  school  studies,  a 
major  commercial  course  is  maintained. 

The  first  postoffice  was  opened  in  1854  with  James  M.  Pierce  as  post¬ 
master.  His  successors  were :  Henry  Teckenburg,  1855  to  1857 ;  R.  W. 
Feigl,  from  1857  to  1858 ;  Henry  Teckenburg,  from  1858  to  1861 ;  Augustus 
Finkelnburg,  from  1861  to  1862;  M.  W.  Hamman,  from  1862  to  1863; 
Selmar  Carthauser,  from  1863  to  1870;  Fred  Morckel,  from  1870  to  1873; 
John  Maurer,  from  1873  to  1874;  Tobias  Voegli,  from  1874  to  1886;  John 
Bernhardt  Oenning,  from  1886  to  1898;  J.  Anton  Oenning,  from  1898  to 
1916;  and  Andrew  Baertsch,  from  1916  to  the  present  time. 

Cochrane 

When  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  was  opened  in  1886,  the 
advantages  of  a  railroad  station  near  to  Buffalo  City  were  apparent.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  railroad  company  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  the  present  site 
of  Cochrane,  and  transferred  it  to  the  St.  Paul  Land  Co.,  a  co-ordinate  or¬ 
ganization.  This  company  platted  the  village  of  Cochrane  and  began  selling 
lots. 

The  first  purchasers  were  J.  L.  and  G.  M.  Rohrer,  who  had  been  farm¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity,  and  saw  their  opportunity  of  embarking  in  the  hardware 
trade  in  the  new  village.  They  at  once  erected  a  building  on  the  corner 
where  G.  M.  Rohrer’s  large  business  house  now  stands,  and  started  in  busi¬ 
ness.  At  the  same  time  J.  B.  Hofer  bought  the  corner  opposite,  and  erected 
what  is  now  the  Herold  Hotel.  J.  G.  Runkel  erected  a  general  store  the 
same  year.  Paul  Huefner  erected  a  warehouse.  The  Kemp  store  was 
opened  in  1887.  J.  P.  Schnug  erected  a  general  store  in  1888.  About  the 
same  time,  H.  E.  Kochenderfer  started  a  blacksmith  shop.  Fred  Laue,  of 
Alma,  opened  a  lumber  yard  with  Adolph  Buecker  as  manager.  With  this 
beginning,  the  village  has  enjoyed  a  substantial  growth. 

For  some  ten  years  after  the  village  was  started  the  old  one-room 
schoolhouse  continued  to  do  service.  Then  a  second  room  was  added.  The 
present  modern  brick  school  building  of  four  rooms  was  erected  in  1915 
at  a  cost  of  some  $18,000.  It  covers  ten  grades  of  study  and  is  doing 
excellent  work. 

The  village  has  two  churches.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  is  a 
substantial  wooden  structure  erected  in  1893.  Previous  to  its  erection,  the 
Methodists  of  this  vicinity  attended  service  at  Buffalo  City.  In  1901  the 
German  Lutheran  people  erected  a  brick  veneer  church  of  ample  propor¬ 
tions,  and  in  1914  put  up  a  parsonage  of  the  same  material.  Three  lodges 
are  represented  here:  Rose  Valley  Camp,  No.  883,  M.  W.  A.,  White  Rose 
Camp,  No.  1220,  Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  and  Oak  Leaf  Council,  No. 
797,  Yeoman  of  America. 

A  while  after  the  village  was  organized,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
establish  the  industry  of  basketmaking.  The  Cochrane  Basket  Factory 
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was  incorporated  by  the  local  business  men,  and  the  manufacturing  started. 
It  did  not,  however,  prove  the  success  anticipated,  and  the  project  was 
abandoned.  A  co-operative  cheese  factory  was  erected  soon  after  the  vil¬ 
lage  was  started.  Many  years  afterward  it  was  replaced  by  the  present 
creamery.  The  Pepin  Pickle  Co.  of  Winona  maintains  a  pickling  station 
here,  and  makes  quite  extensive  shipments. 

The  village  has  a  newspaper,  a  bank,  two  hotels,  two  general  stores,  a 
lumber  yard,  an  elevator,  a  concrete  block  factory,  two  hardware  stores, 
one  of  which  has  furniture  and  undertaking  departments,  two  agricultural 
implement  establishments,  one  of  which  deals  also  in  live  stock  and  the 
other  in  automobiles,  a  garage,  a  meat  market,  a  harness  store,  a  jewelry 
store,  a  livery  and  draying  establishment,  a  wall  paper  dealer,  a  blacksmith 
and  machine  shop,  a  barber,  a  fur  dealer,  a  contractor  and  builder,  a  phy¬ 
sician,  a  dentist  and  an  attorney,  and  two  insurance  men,  one  of  whom  also 
deals  in  real  estate.  Many  of  the  buildings  which  house  these  various 
activities  are  sightly  structures  of  brick,  pebble  dash  or  cement  blocks. 

Cochrane  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1910.  The  first  president 
was  G.  M.  Rohrer,  the  first  clerk  was  John  Meili,  the  first  trustees  were 
J.  B.  Hofer,  Fred  Kurtsweg,  H.  E.  Kochenderfer,  Ferdinand  Hansen,  A.  R. 
Molink  and  J.  L.  Rohrer.  G.  M.  Rohrer  is  still  the  president.  D.  H.  Herold 
is  the  clerk.  The  trustees  are  A.  H.  Rohrer,  Frank  Gahnz,  Ferdinand 
Hansen,  R.  C.  Heuer,  John  G.  Thoma  and  Charles  A.  Siewert. 

There  are  some  excellent  village  improvements.  A  fire  in  1911  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  fire  department  the  following 
year.  The  apparatus  is  housed  in  the  village  hall,  a  wooden  structure 
erected  in  1911.  In  1912  the  village  was  bonded  for  $7,000  and  a  water¬ 
works  system  installed.  The  reservoir  is  located  300  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  village  and  affords  ninety  pounds  pressure  for  fire  protection.  Prep¬ 
arations  are  being  made  for  the  installation  of  an  electric  lights  system  by 
the  Wisconsin  &  Minnesota  Power  Co.  In  1916  the  main  streets  were 
macadamized,  and  these  streets  are  also  lined  with  cement  walks.  The 
Kockwelp  Park  is  a  two-acres  natural  park  west  of  the  school  grounds,  in 
charge  of  the  Cochrane  Park  Club  organized  in  1917.  The  people  of  Coch¬ 
rane  and  vicinity  are  much  interested  in  music.  The  Excelsior  Band  was 
organized  as  early  as  1890.  In  1892  it  was  reorganized  as  the  present 
Fireman’s  Band.  The  Cadet  Band  was  organized  in  1916. 

Nelson 

James  Nelson,  an  Englishman,  settled  on  the  Mississippi,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Chippewa,  probably  in  the  early  forties.  He  was  there  in  1844,  and 
the  place  was  already  known  as  Nelson’s  Landing.  At  that  time  Nelson’s 
Landing  was  a  popular  stopping  place  for  those  who  came  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  in  the  winter  time  along  its  west  bank,  and  crossed  over  at  the  foot 
of  Lake  Pepin  into  the  Chippewa  Valley  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
logging  camps  along  the  upper  river.  Although  his  name  was  given  to 
the  township,  the  present  settlers  know  nothing  of  Nelson,  where  he  came 
from  or  where  he  went.  For  a  time  a  ferry  was  maintained  between  Nel¬ 
son’s  Landing  and  Reed’s  Landing  in  Minnesota. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


935 


Settlers  gradually  began  to  come  into  the  town,  but  the  greatest  influx 
came  in  the  middle  fifties.  With  the  other  early  settlers  came  Jacob 
Smelzer,  George  and  John  Butler  and  Jacob  Gould,  who  located  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  vicinity  of  Nelson  Village.  With  the  establishment  of  the  ferry  and 
the  building  of  the  road  across  the  bottoms,  the  present  site  of  the  village 
became  a  natural  stopping  place  for  travelers. 

In  1884,  after  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  was  surveyed,  the 
village  of  Nelson  was  platted  around  the  present  site  of  the  depot.  But 
the  residents  were  determined  that  the  village  should  be  established  on 
the  terrace,,  where  the  nucleus  had  already  been  started.  Consequently 
John  Butler  erected  a  frame  building  and  opened  a  general  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment,  which  he  conducted  until  1902.  The  railroad  came  in  1886.  In 
that  year  Fairview  was  platted,  including  the  present  business  center  of 
the  village  of  Nelson.  The  same  year  an  addition  was  platted  to  the  village 
of  Nelson.  With  the  opening  of  the  railroad,  Edmund  Geibel  erected  and 
opened  a  store  near  the  station.  For  a  time  the  rivalry  between  Fairview 
on  the  present  site  of  the  business  center,  and  Nelson  at  the  depot  con¬ 
tinued.  In  1888,  Fairview  had  a  store,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  several 
saloons,  while  Nelson  at  the  station  had  the  depot,  coal  sheds,  warehouses, 
a  store,  a  hotel  and  two  saloons.  But  in  time  the  business  center  grew  up 
in  what  was  then  known  as  Fairview,  and  the  combined  village  took  the 
name  of  Nelson. 

The  village  is  not  incorporated,  but  is  a  flourishing  hamlet  of  between 
300  and  400  people,  nine  miles  north  of  Alma,  three  and  a  half  miles  east 
of  Wabasha,  and  sixteen  miles  west  of  Durand.  It  has  a  national  bank, 
a  two-room  brick  school  built  in  1890 ;  Union,  German  Lutheran  and  Cath¬ 
olic  churches,  lodges  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  Royal  Neighbors  and  Beavers, 
electric  light  service,  an  elevator,  an  hotel,  two  general  stores,  one  grocery 
and  confectionery  store,  one  meat  market,  one  livery,  one  garage  and  farm 
implement  establishment  combined,  one  farm  implement  establishment,  two 
saloons,  one  barber  shop,  one  blacksmith  shop,  one  real  estate  dealer,  one 
hardware  store  and  one  lumber  yard. 

Modena  is  a  flourishing  village  in  section  23,  Modena  township.  It 
has  about  100  inhabitants  and  has  German  Lutheran,  Norwegian  Lutheran 
and  Methodist  Episcopal  churches,  a  two-room  graded  school,  a  Farmers’ 
State  Bank,  a  hotel,  a  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Modena  Roller 
Mill,  two  general  stores,  a  garage,  an  implement  dealer,  and  a  blacksmith 
shop. 

Gilmanton  is  an  attractive  village  with  a  mill,  a  creamery,  a  bank, 
four  general  stores,  two  hardware  stores,  one  drug  store,  one  hotel,  a  barber 
shop,  two  temporary  saloons,  two  garages,  and  two  blacksmith  shops. 
There  is  a  Union  church  and  a  new  high  school.  The  Modern  Woodmen 
have  a  hall  and  the  Beavers  also  have  a  lodge  here. 

Buffalo  City,  the  oldest  incorporated  city  in  Buffalo  County,  is  the 
smallest  city  in  Wisconsin.  It  has  no  business  houses  of  any  nature.  There 
is  a  city  hall  and  lock-up,  a  good  modern  school,  German  Lutheran  and 
Catholic  churches,  and  a  number  of  pretty  residences.  A  natural  grove 
furnishes  a  pretty  park. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLe 


936 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


Anchorage  is  located  in  Waumandee  Township. 

Bohri  is  a  small  community  center  located  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Cross  Township. 

Bluff  Siding,  located  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway,  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  two  miles  from  Winona,  was  formerly  the  site  of  an  exten¬ 
sive  lime-burning  industry.  Its  business  activities  are  now  represented 
by  a  store,  hotel,  and  two  saloons.  There  is  a  schoolhouse  in  the  vicinity. 

Cream,  nine  miles  east  of  Alma,  in  the  Little  Waumandee  Valley,  south¬ 
ern  part  of  Lincoln  Township,  has  a  general  store  conducted  by  Adam 
Rettcher,  a  cheese  factory  and  a  saloon.  A  school  and  church  are  also 
located  there. 

Cross,  a  small  community  center  in  Cross  Township,  contains  a  store, 
saloon  and  hall. 

East  Winona  is  a  junction  point  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
and  the  Green  Bay  &  Western  Railways,  and  is  situated  in  Buffalo  Town¬ 
ship,  at  the  east  end  of  the  Burlington  bridge. 

Glencoe  is  a  neighborhood  in  Glencoe  Township. 

Herold,  five  miles  east  of  Alma,  in  Belvidere  Township,  is  the  site  of  a 
general  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  school  and  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Lookout,  in  section  22,  Dover  Township,  has  a  general  store,  of  which 
Leon  Larson  is  the  proprietor,  a  cheese  factory,  a  school  and  a  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church. 

Marshland,  a  junction  point  on  the  Green  Bay  and  Northwestern  rail¬ 
ways,  is  an  important  shipping  point  for  the  fur  and  fish  industries.  It  is 
also  a  center  for  the  marsh  draining  and  land  reclaiming  enterprise.  It 
contains  a  store,  hotel  and  two  saloons. 

Misha  Mokwa,  situated  in  the  town  of  Nelson,  15  miles  northwest  of 
Alma,  contains  a  general  store,  conducted  by  P.  M.  Jacobson,  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  feedmill. 

Montana  is  in  Montana  Township. 

Mayville  Station  is  in  Maxville  Township,  on  the  Chippewa  Division 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Praag,  fourteen  miles  east  of  Alma,  in  Lincoln  Township,  is  a  small 
community  center  containing  a  general  store,  conducted  by  Miller  &  Mat- 
tausch,  a  store  and  a  saloon  combined,  and  a  school. 

Plumer’s  Station  is  in  Nelson  Township,  on  the  Chippewa  Valley  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Trevino  is  a  railroad  station  at  the  junction  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  and  the  Chippewa  Valley  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul,  in  Nelson  Township,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa. 

Urne  is  on  the  boundary  between  Modena  and  Nelson  Township. 

Waumandee,  a  small  village  with  a  population  of  about  100,  is  located 
on  a  river  of  the  same  name  in  Waumandee  Township,  fifteen  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Alma.  It  contains  a  general  store  conducted  by  Fred  W.  Wirten- 
berger,  a  brick  garage,  two  blacksmiths’  shops,  the  Farmers’  State  Bank 
and  two  saloons.  It  also  has  a  postoffice,  a  good  modern  public  school  and 
a  German  Catholic  church  with  a  two-room  parochial  school  building. 
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Postoffices.  Nearly  all  the  neighborhood  and  community  centers  had 
postoffices  in  former  days.  The  present  postoffices  are  at  Alma  with  three 
rural  routes,  Cochrane  with  two  rural  routes,  Cream  with  one  rural  route. 
Fountain  City  with  four  rural  routes,  Gilmanton  with  one  rural  route, 
Modena  with  one  rural  route,  Mondovi  with  seven  rural  routes,  Nelson  with 
two  rural  routes,  and  Waumandee  with  one  rural  route. 

Anchorage  in  section  30,  township  21,  range  11 ;  Burnside,  section  3, 
township  23,  range  13 ;  Beef  Slough,  at  Camp  No.  1,  on  Beef  Slough ;  Cross, 
section  5,  township  19,  range  10;  Glencoe,  section  28,  township  21,  range 
10;  Eagle  Creek,  section  7,  township  21,  range  11;  Eagle  Branch,  section 
36,  township  21,  range  11;  Lookout,  at  present  location  of  that  hamlet; 
Marshland  at  the  railroad  station  of  that  name;  Maxville  in  a  store  on 
Maxville  Prairie ;  Misha  Mokwa  at  the  present  hamlet  of  that  name ;  Mon¬ 
tana  in  section  36,  township  22,  range  11 ;  Urne  in  section  8,  township  23, 
range  12;  and  Urban,  situated  in  the  upper  part  of  Little  Waumandee 
Valley  have  been  discontinued. 
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THE  PRESS 

There  are  five  weekly  papers  in  Buffalo  County,  the  Buffalo  County 
Journal,  of  Alma,  established  in  1861 ;  the  Cochrane  Recorder,  of  Cochrane, 
established  in  1914;  the*  Buffalo  County  Republikaner,  of  Fountain  City, 
established  in  1861 ;  the  Buffalo  County  News,  of  Mondovi,  established  in 
1898;  the  Mondovi  Herald  of  Mondovi,  established  in  1876. 

The  Fountain  City  Beacon,  the  first  paper  in  Buffalo  County,  was 
established  in  1856,  the  first  number  being  issued  at  Fountain  City  on 
Friday,  July  18,  of  that  year.  The  editor  was  Dr.  T.  G.  Hake.  The  first 
publishers  were  L.  M.  Rose  and  R.  Beeson.  With  the  second  issue,  Beeson 
sold  out  his  interests  to  Frederick  A.  Wheelock,  who  withdrew  in  about 
two  months,  leaving  Rose  as  the  sole  owner.  November  29,  1856,  Rose 
sold  to  J.  Ketchum  Averill.  He  sold  out  to  a  stock  company.  On  August 
1,  1857,  the  paper  became  the  property  of  Charles  G.  Peterson,  who  con¬ 
tinued  it  until  October,  1858,  when  it  was  suspended.  The  press  and  mate¬ 
rial  were  removed  to  Eau  Claire.  In  December,  1856,  the  paper  had  the 
sub-title  “and  Buffalo,  Dunn,  Chippewa,  Trempealeau  and  Clark  Counties 
Advertiser,”  the  addition  being  made  with  the  hope  of  securing  the  print¬ 
ing  of  the  delinquent  tax  lists  of  those  counties.  The  paper  supported  the 
candidacy  of  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  but  later  ,vas  Democratic. 

The  Fountain  City  Advocate  was  started  in  September,  1857,  by  J. 
Ketchum  Averill,  after  he  had  sold  out  the  Beacon.  It  was  published  for 
about  six  months. 

The  Buffalo  County  Advertiser,  a  small  four-column  sheet,  was  started 
at  Fountain  City  in  1860,  by  Marvin  Pierce  and  C.  Bohri.  In  1861  it  was 
discontinued. 

The  Buffalo  County  Republikaner  was  started  at  Buffalo  City,  in  1861, 
the  first  issue  being  dated  March  15  of  that  year.  At  that  time,  Buffalo 
City  had  aspirations  toward  county  seat  honors,  and  the  paper  was  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  its  claims.  It  was  published  by  Charles  Lohmann, 
headed  by  a  committee  of  citizens.  In  July  the  paper  suspended,  but  on 
October  12  it  was  revived  by  G.  G.  Oppliger,  who  purchased  it  from  the 
committee  and  removed  it  to  Fountain  City,  May  12,  1864.  April  1,  1869, 
he  sold  out  to  John  F.  Hauser.  Mr.  Hauser,  on  November  4,  1871,  sold  to 
Joseph  Leicht.  January  21,  1881,  Mr.  Leicht  established  the  Westlicher 
Herold  at  Winona,  and  the  Reptfblikaner  was  sold  to  Frederick  Hepp  and 
John  L.  Uttermoehl,  with  the  latter  as  editor.  Mr.  Uttermoehl  retired  in 
1885  and  his  place  was  taken  by  Jacob  Meili.  John  Schmitz  and  Paul  F. 
Muller  acquired  the  paper  in  1887,  and  the  latter  became  the  sole  owner  in 
1888.  In  1896  the  Republikaner  Publishing  Co.  was  formed  and  took  over 
the  paper,  selling  to  Emil  Wittzack  and  Henry  Rath  in  October,  1899.  In 
December  of  that  year,  Mr.  Rath  retired,  leaving  Emil  Wittzack  as  the 
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publisher.  In  1910,  Justin  Landwehr  became  the  owner.  The  paper  was 
Republican  until  Mr.  Leicht  bought  it,  since  which  time  it  has  been  Demo¬ 
cratic.  It  is  published  in  the  German  language.  The  facilities  are  good, 
and  the  office  is  fully  equipped  for  job  and  custom  printing. 

The  Buffalo  County  Journal  was  established  at  Alma  in  April,  1861, 
by  Brackett  &  Rockwell,  the  editor  being  James  M.  Brackett.  In  June, 
1862,  he  sold  to  R.  H.  Copeland,  who  changed  the  name  to  the  Alma  Journal. 
Brackett  again  came  into  possession  in  June,  1864.  Ten  months  later  he 
sold  to  Jacob  Iberg  and  John  Hunner,  but  was  retained  as  editor.  John 
Hunner  became  sole  owner  in  1867,  and  took  C.  Moser  as  partner  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  In  1869,  Perkins,  McBride  &  Ostrander  became  the  owners 
and  changed  the  title  to  Alma  Journal  and  Beef  Slough  Advocate.  The 
next  owners  were  George  W.  Gilkey  and  John  E.  Stillman,  who  changed  the 
name  to  the  Alma  Weekly  Express.  In  1871,  John  Hunner  and  J.  W.  De- 
Groff  conducted  the  paper  for  a  month,  after  which  Mr.  DeGroff  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  C.  L.  James,  son  of  the  English  novelist,  G.  P.  R.  James.  In 
1872,  Mr.  DeGroff  succeeded  John  Hunner.  In  April,  1873,  A.  Rockwell 
succeeded  Mr.  James.  A  few  months  later  Mr.  Rockwell  retired,  and  Mr. 
DeGroff  became  the  sole  owner.  In  June,  1879,  he  changed  the  name  to 
the  original  title  of  Buffalo  County  Journal.  In  1890,  Mr.  DeGroff  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Edwin  F.  Ganz.  Mr.  Ganz  edited  the  paper  for  the  long  period 
of  twenty-three  years,  and  in  this  capacity  had  an  important  influence  in 
shaping  the  destinies  of  the  county.  When  he  purchased  the  paper  it  was 
an  eight-column  folio.  He  soon  made  it  a  six-column  quarto  sheet.  He 
also  improved  the  mechanical  facilities,  putting  in  a  typesetting  machine 
and  other  equipment.  In  1913  he  sold  to  Stroebel  &  Buehler,  who  added 
further  improvements,  including  a  Mergenthaler  linotype  machine.  The 
office  is  now  thoroughly  equipped  for  newspaper  and  job  printing,  having 
cylinder  and  job  presses,  good  type,  and  many  modern  facilities.  Stroebel, 
who  had  been  foreman  at  the  plant  for  some  time  before  he  became  a  part¬ 
ner,  has  charge  of  the  mechanical  features  of  the  work.  Theodore  Buehler, 
Jr.,  the  editor,  is  the  son  of  Theodore  Buehler,  dean  of  the  Buffalo  County 
Bar,  and  grandson  of  John  Buehler,  a  prominent  factor  in  the  organization 
of  the  county.  The  circulation  of  the  Journal  is  1,800  copies  weekly  in 
addition  to  its  exchanges  and  free  copies. 

The  Buffalo  County  Herald  was  founded  at  Mondovi,  in  1876,  the  first 
issue  being  dated  February  4.  The  founder  was  Walter  L.  Houser,  after¬ 
ward  Secretary  of  State.  He  conducted  it  a  year  and  then  sold  to  George 
E.  Gilkey,  who  likewise  conducted  it  a  year.  W.  H.  and  Charles  E.  Edes 
then  had  it  for  a  while.  In  1879  the  paper  was  suspended  for  a  week,  and 
the  material  sold  to  J.  W.  DeGroff.  George  E.  Gilkey,  however,  resur¬ 
rected  the  paper  and  acquired  the  outfit.  Mr.  Houser  again  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  paper,  and  from  1881  to  1883  was  the  sole  owner.  Then  he 
sold  to  J.  C.  Rathbun,  but  in  1885  again  took  it  over,  and  in  1893  took  W.  H. 
Smith  as  a  partner.  In  June,  1890,  Mr.  Houser  changed  the  name  to  the 
Mondovi  Herald,  the  name  it  still  retains.  In  1912,  the  paper  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  Frank  L.  St.  John  and  E.  F.  Hohmann,  and  in  1914  Mr.  St.  John 
became  the  sole  owner.  The  paper  is  well  equipped  for  all  kinds  of  news- 
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paper  and  job  work,  having  a  cylinder  press,  two  power  job  presses,  a  large 
assortment  of  type,  a  paper  cutter,  a  stapler  and  a  perforator.  A  linotype 
machine  was  added  in  1917. 

The  Alma  Blatter  was  founded  in  January,  1889,  and  published  by 
Schmitz  &  Muller,  the  first  editor  being  George  Seiler  of  Alma.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1889,  it  became  an  edition  of  the  Buffalo  County  Republikaner, 
with  John  Schmitz  as  publisher.  In  November,  1890,  Paul  F.  Muller  be¬ 
came  the  publisher.  In  September,  1892,  the  paper  was  consolidated  with 
the  Republikaner,  its  name  becoming  a  sub-title  of  that  paper.  After  No¬ 
vember,  1894,  it  was  again  published  as  a  separate  edition  of  the  Repub¬ 
likaner  until  its  suspension  in  June,  1910. 

The  Buffalo  County  News  was  established  in  July,  1898,  by  the  Browne 
Brothers,  who  purchased  the  outfit  of  the  Eau  Claire  Workmen’s  Gazette, 
and  moved  it  to  MOndovi  by  wagon.  For  the  next  three  years  it  had  a 
checkered  career,  its  proprietors  being  Browne  &  Thomas,  Kremer  &  Hos- 
kinson,  and  Lees  &  Petzold.  Harry  H.  Scott  purchased  the  paper  in 
July,  1901,  and  has  since  been  its  editor  and  publisher.  Taking  a  paper 
which  had  experienced  rather  an  uncertain  career,  he  built  it  into  as  strong 
a  journal  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county.  Its  circulation  is  in  Buffalo, 
Trempealeau,  Eau  Claire  and  Pepin  Counties,  in  all  of  which  it  enjoys  con¬ 
siderable  influence.  Its  equipment  is  good,  including  a  typesetting  machine, 
and  in  addition  to  the  paper  business,  a  satisfactory  amount  of  job  printing 
is  turned  out.  Its  politics  are  Independent  Republican. 

The  Landsman  was  established  at  Cochrane  by  the  leading  business 
men  in  January,  1900,  with  Prof.  John  Schlosstein  as  editor.  The  plant 
was  later  acquired  by  a  local  firm  of  Meili  &  Guettinger,  and  edited  by 
John  Meili,  present  county  clerk.  August  28,  1914,  when  in  its  thirty-fifth 
issue  of  its  thirteenth  volume,  the  paper  was  sold  to  Emil  Leicht,  of  Winona. 
Mr.  Leicht  continued  it  for  some  time  in  connection  with  his  Sonntags 
Winona,  retaining  the  old  heading  and  using  it  as  a  supplement. 

The  Cochrane  Recorder  was  established  in  December,  1914,  by  the 
business  men  of  Cochrane,  with  D.  I.  Hammergren,  of  St.  Paul,  in  charge. 
It  has  gone  through  various  changes,  and  is  now  edited  by  Oliver  R.  Wei- 
nandy,  the  mechanical  end  being  in  charge  of  Emil  Uttermoehl. 
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BENCH  AND  BAR 

(Edited  by  Theodore  Buehler) 

When  Buffalo  County  was  created,  July  6,  1853,  it  was  included  in 
the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  court  was  ordered  held  at  such  times  as  the 
circuit  judge  should  appoint.  Hon.  Hiram  Knowlton  was  the  first  judge. 
He  was  followed  in  1857  by  Hon.  George  Gale  of  Galesville.  Judge  Gale, 
writing  April  9,  1860,  said  of  his  earlier  courts: 

“The  Circuit  Court  commenced  its  session  yesterday  with  a  small 
docket,  but  quite  a  large  attendance  of  lawyers  from  La  Crosse,  Galesville, 
Trempealeau  and  Winona,  among  whom  were  E.  F.  Cook  and  Judge  Lord 
from  La  Crosse  and  G.  Y.  Freeman  of  Galesville,  and  F.  A.  Utter  of  Trem¬ 
pealeau.  The  forenoon  was  principally  occupied  by  the  court  in  empanel¬ 
ling  the  Grand  Jury  and  in  naturalizing  fifteen  Germans,  who  were  in 
attendance  with  their  witnesses  for  that  purpose. 

“The  Court  House  is  at  the  lower  town  and  is  a  very  respectable  brick 
building,  but  not  yet  plastered  or  finished  inside.  This  building  is,  how¬ 
ever,  quite  an  improvement  over  the  building  in  which  Judge  Gale  held  his 
first  court  in  this  county  in  1857.  That  building  was  the  old  pioneer  log 
house,  and  the  court  was  held  in  the  parlor,  fourteen  feet  square,  with  the 
old  fashioned  Dutch  chimney  back  for  the  fireplace.  Imagine,  Mr.  Editor, 
Judge  Gale  sitting  behind  a  board  table,  in  an  old  rocking-chair,  with  a 
straight  back,  on  a  floor  too  rough  for  the  chair  to  rock;  the  walls  hung 
round  with  rifles,  coon  skins,  powder  horns,  Elk  horns,  and  other  collaterals 
of  a  hunter’s  shanty,  with  a  docket  of  law  cases  numbering  three,  all  stand¬ 
ing  on  default,  and  one  divorce  case  standing  on  a  bill  taken  as  confessed 
for  want  of  an  answer,  with  a  bar  consisting  of  one  loud-voiced  attorney, 
arguing  strenuously  for  judgment  in  all  the  cases  without  proof,  and  Judge 
Gale  refusing  them  on  account  of  the  irregularity  of  the  proceedings,  for 
which  Judge  Gale’s  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  practice  is  much  deplored, 
and  Judge  Gale’s  predecessor,  Judge  Knowlton,  often  quoted  and  sustained 
with  flattering  compliments  for  his  wisdom  in  always  granting  judgments 
in  all  such  cases ;  and  a  small  German  audience,  talking  their  own  language 
aloud  in  spite  of  the  rebukes  of  the  German  sheriff — poor  souls,  supposing 
they  did  not  disturb  the  court  and  bar  with  their  noise,  inasmuch  as  their 
conversation  was  not  understood; — and  you  will  get  a  fair  picture  of  the 
first  court  held  by  Judge  Gale.  But  Judge  Gale  is  now  law  to  the  parties, 
audiences  are  still  and  kindly,  the  lawyers  obedient  and  gentlemanly,  jurors 
prompt,  not  only  in  attendance,  but  in  following  instructions,  and  Judge 
Gale  experiences  as  little  trouble  among  the  Germans  of  Buffalo  County  as 
in  any  of  the  eight  counties  composing  his  extensive  circuit.” 

In  1861  Isaac  E.  Messmore  contested  Judge  Gale’s  seat.  Judge  Gale 
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had  been  elected  for  the  six  years  beginning  January  1,  1857,  as  judge  of 
the  Sixth  District,  then  embracing  Crawford,  Bad  Axe,  La  Crosse,  Monroe, 
Jackson,  Clark,  Buffalo  and  Trempealeau  counties.  But  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  (approved  March  30,  1861)  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Bad  Axe, 
La  Crosse,  Monroe  and  Jackson  were  constituted  the  Sixth  District,  and 
the  counties  of  Trempealeau,  Buffalo,  Pepin,  Dunn,  Dallas,  Chippewa,  Clark 
and  Eau  Claire  were  constituted  the  Eleventh  District.  Judge  Gale  was 
by  this  act  made  judge  of  the  Eleventh  District.  The  governor  on  April 
10,  1861,  appointed  Isaac  E.  Messmore  judge  of  the  Sixth  District.  The 
matter  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  (14  Wis.  164),  and  it  was  determined 
that  the  legislature  had  no  authority  to  assign  Gale  to  the  Eleventh  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  that  the  governor  had  no  power  to  appoint  Messmore  to  the  Sixth. 
Judge  Gale,  therefore,  remained  the  judge  of  the  counties  which  consti¬ 
tuted  his  district  at  the  time  of  his  election.  In  1862  the  legislature  placed 
Crawford,  La  Crosse,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Clark,  Buffalo,  Trempealeau,  Rich¬ 
land  and  Vernon  in  the  Sixth  District. 

Judge  Gale  served  until  the  end  of  1862.  Hon.  Edwin  Flint  became 
judge  January  1,  1863,  and  served  six  years.  Hon.  Romanzo  Bunn  went 
on  the  bench  January  1,  1869,  and  served  eight  years,  retiring  to  go  on  the 
bench  of  the  United  States  Federal  Court  for  the  western  district  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  A.  W.  Neuman  succeeded  Judge  Bunn  late  in  1869.  He  served 
seventeen  years  and  resigned  late  in  1893  to  become  an  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin.  When  the  county  was  placed  in  the 
Eighth  Circuit,  Egbert  B.  Bundy  was  on  the  bench  of  that  district,  serving 
from  1878  to  1897.  He  was  followed  in  1897  by  Eugene  W.  Helms.  Judge 
Helms  resigned  in  November,  1913,  on  account  of  poor  health,  and  died 
soon  afterward.  Governor  Francis  E.  McGovern  appointed  George  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Ellsworth.  In  April,  1914,  Judge  Thompson  was  elected  to  the  full 
term  which  expires  in  January,  1921.  The  Eighth  Circuit  comprises  the 
counties  of  Buffalo,  Dunn,  Pepin,  Pierce  and  St.  Croix. 

W.  H.  Gates  was  the  first  lawyer  in  Buffalo  County.  He  was  also  a 
physician.  He  came  to  Nelson’s  Landing  in  1852,  built  the  first  store  in 
Alma  in  1855,  and  was  the  first  postmaster.  He  was  a  j  ustice  of  the  peace 
and  performed  many  marriages.  After  a  long  life  here  he  moved  to  Gary, 
South  Dakota,  where  he  died. 

The  next  attorney  in  Buffalo  County  was  Marvin  Pierce,  who  came 
here  from  Montoville,  now  Trempealeau,  in  1853,  after  he  had  succeeded  in 
lobbying  a  bill  through  the  legislature  creating  Buffalo  County,  and  locating 
the  county  seat  on  a  stretch  of  sand  owned  by  his  brother,  James  A.  Pierce, 
above  Fountain  City.  Pierce  had  land  interests  in  Bennett  Valley  and 
elsewhere  in  the  county.  He  was  the  first  county  judge,  elected  in  the  fall 
of  1853,  and  was  a  prominent  figure  in  Buffalo  County  life  for  many  years. 

So  far  as  is  now  known,  Wesley  Pierce,  brother  of  Marvin  Pierce,  was 
not  a  lawyer.  However,  he  was  elected  as  county  attorney  in  1855.  His 
predecessor  in  the  office,  J.  Adam  Raetz,  was  a  sturdy  pioneer  who  made 
no  pretense  to  legal  education  or  training.  It  is  also  doubtful  whether  L. 
Seals,  who  became  district  attorney  in  1857,  was  an  attorney. 

Probably  the  next  lawyer  after  Marvin  Pierce  was  Ferdinand  Fetter, 
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who  settled  in  Fountain  City  in  1855.  He  was  elected  county  judge  in 
1861,  moved  to  Alma,  and  died  there  in  1876. 

Augustus  Finkelnburg  came  to  Fountain  City  in  1855.  A  man  of 
wide  experience  and  education,  he  at  once  took  a  leading  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  the  first  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  1861,  became 
county  judge  in  1865,  was  elected  district  attorney  in  1869  and  1875;  in 
1874  served  in  the  assembly,  and  in  1881-82  in  the  senate.  He  died  in 
1892.  His  son,  W.  A.  Finkelnburg,  likewise  took  up  the  practice  of  law. 
He  moved  to  Winona,  and  continued  in  practice  there  until  his  death.  His 
son,  Karl,  has  succeeded  him.  W.  A.  Finkelnburg  occupied  several  official 
positions  in  Winona,  edited  several  editions  of  the  ordinances  of  that  city, 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  establishment  of  the  beautiful  Levee 
Park  there,  and  was  an  authority  on  archaeology,  anthropology  and  geology. 

Edward  Lees  came  to  Buffalo  County  in  1855  from  Waukesha  County, 
this  state,  which,  in  1853,  he  had  represented  in  the  legislature.  He  settled 
about  three  miles  east  of  Fountain  City  and  at  once  became  a  leading  citi¬ 
zen.  When  Belvidere  Township  was  created  in  1856  he  became  its  first 
chairman,  and  as  such  served  on  the  county  board,  of  which  he  was  chair¬ 
man.  When  Cross  was  set  off  from  Belvidere  the  following  year,  he  was 
likewise  first  chairman  of  that  town.  He  was  a  dominant  factor  on  the 
county  board  for  many  years.  He  practiced  law  as  a  partner  of  Ferdinand 
Fetter,  but  continued  to  live  on  his  farm.  He  was  a  shrewd  lawyer  and 
a  stickler  for  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  law  in  county  affairs.  He  was 
elected  district  attorney  in  1859  and  served  until  1867.  Elected  again  in 
1871,  he  served  four  years  more.  In  1875  and  1876  he  served  in  the 
assembly,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  twenty-three  years  before. 

Robert  Lees,  son  of  Edward  Lees,  came  to  Buffalo  County  with  his 
parents  in  1855,  and  settled  with  them  in  Cross  Township.  Upon  his  return 
from  the  Civil  War,  he  took  up  teaching  and  the  study  of  law,  making  his 
home  in  Gilmanton  Township.  In  1864  he  became  county  superintendent 
of  schools.  In  1873  he  served  in  the  assembly.  In  1881  he  was  elected 
county  judge  and  served  until  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1887  and  1889  he  served  in  the  state  senate. 

Conrad  Moser,  Jr.,  came  to  Alma  Township  in  1855.  He  was  appointed 
county  clerk  in  1861,  and  was  twice  thereafter  elected.  At  the  close  of 
his  term  he  began  the  practice  of  law.  In  1867-68  he  served  in  the  legis¬ 
lature,  and  in  1877  was  elected  county  judge.  In  the  middle  eighties  he 
went  to  California  and  died  there  in  1917. 

John  W.  Whelan,  the  first  lawyer  in  Mondovi,  came  to  Mondovi  in  the 
fall  of  1876.  He  had  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1871, 
and  had  studied  law  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  and  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  He  was  the 
first  university  graduate  to  practice  law  in  this  county.  In  time  he  became 
the  leading  citizen  of  Mondovi  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 
He  started  the  first  bank  in  the  county,  and  was  prominent  in  everything 
that  favored  progress  and  betterment. 

J.  W.  McKay  came  to  Alma  in  1857.  After  the  war  he  wandered  about 
for  a  while,  and  in  1877  settled  at  Mondovi,  opened  an  office,  and  the  same 
year  was  elected  district  attorney.  He  was  re-elected  the  next  term. 
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After  his  retirement  from  office  he  practiced  for  a  number  of  years  at 
Mondovi  and  then  went  West. 

The  present  bar  of  the  county  consists  of  Theodore  Buehler,  of  Alma ; 
P.  H.  Umess,  S.  G.  Gilman  and  G.  W.  Gilman,  of  Mondovi ;  Oliver  R.  Wei- 
nandy,  of  Cochrane;  M.  L.  Fugina,  of  Fountain  City,  and  Grover  Broad- 
foot,  G.  L.  Pattison  and  Emil  Buehler  with  the  Colors. 

The  attorneys  of  neighboring  counties,  especially  those  of  Winona, 
have  had  considerable  practice  here  since  the  earliest  days. 

A  number  of  attorneys  have  been  admitted  to  the  bar  here  who  have 
practiced  but  little  here.  Several  were  the  sons  of  lawyers.  Andrew  and 
Edward  Lees,  both  prominent  attorneys,  are  the  sons  of  Robert  Lees  and 
grandsons  of  Edward  Lees.  Edward  Lees,  now  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Minnesota,  read  law  in  his  father’s  office  here  as  a  young  man. 
Andrew  Lees  also  read  law  in  his  father’s  office.  He  practiced  with  his 
father  for  a  while,  and  then  went  to  La  Crosse  where  he  now  resides.  For 
a  time  he  was  in  the  office  of  Losey  &  Woodward  there,  then  he  was  a 
partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Woodward  &  Lees,  and  now  in  the  firm  of  Lees 
&  Bunge,  local  attorneys  for  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  Railroad.  Theodore  Buehler, 
the  dean  of  the  Buffalo  County  Bar,  is  himself  the  son  of  John  Buehler, 
one  of  the  principal  organizers  of  the  county,  and  his  son  Emil  is  now  in 
the  service.  Ferdinand  Fetter,  the  pioneer  lawyer,  has  a  son,  Ferdinand 
Fetter,  who  is  a  lawyer  of  high  repute.  He  is  the  author  of  “The  Law  of 
Equity,”  and  the  “Law  of  Common  Carriers.”  He  is  now  credit  man  for 
a  leading  firm  in  St.  Paul,  having  formerly  practiced  in  that  city. 

John  McDonough  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  county  and  practiced 
for  a  short  time  in  Alma.  He  moved  to  Chippewa  Falls  in  the  early  eighties, 
and  then  to  Idaho,  where  he  is  a  prominent  figure  in  politics.  He  visited 
here  and  renewed  his  old  friendships  several  years  ago. 

John  P.  Gleason,  afterward  a  Winona  attorney,  was  also  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  this  county. 
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BANKS  AND  BANKING 

There  were  no  banks  in  Buffalo  County  as  late  as  1890.  In  1900  there 
were  three.  In  1905  there  were  still  but  three.  These  three  had  a  total 
capital  of  $55,000,  and  combined  deposits  of  $274,987.39.  Their  loans  and 
discounts  amounted  to  $194,854.66  and  their  surplus  and  undivided  profits 
to  $12,848.95.  The  individual  reports  were  as  follows :  First  National  Bank 
of  Mondovi:  Loans  and  discounts,  $141,886.00;  capital,  $25,000;  surplus 
and  undivided  profits,  $11,137.05;  deposits,  $208,834.12.  Buffalo  County 
Bank  of  Mondovi :  Loans  and  discounts,  $46,087.66 ;  capital,  $25,000 ;  sur¬ 
plus  and  undivided  profits,  $1,579.75;  deposits,  $51,767.58.  State  Bank  of 
Alma:  Loans  and  discounts,  $6,881.00;  capital,  $5,000;  surplus  and  undi¬ 
vided  profits,  $132.15;  deposits,  $14,385.69. 

In  1910  the  number  of  banks  had  increased  to  six.  They  had  a  total 
capital  of  $105,000,  and  combined  deposits  of  $1,108,749.15.  Their  loans 
and  discounts  amounted  to  $817,702.64  and  their  surplus  and  undivided 
profits  to  $76,302.55.  The  individual  reports  were  as  follows:  Buffalo 
County  Bank  of  Mondovi :  Loans  and  discounts,  $65,606.37 ;  capital,  $25,000 ; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $40,019.26 ;  deposits,  $89,450.99.  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Mondovi:  Loans  and  discounts,  $222,151.91 ;  capital,  $25,000; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $18,576.58 ;  deposits,  $317,012.65.  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Alma:  Loans  and  discounts,  $153,773.54;  capital,  $25,000; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $4,440.51 ;  deposits,  $181,231.07.  German 
American  Bank  of  Alma :  Loans  and  discounts,  $128,658.60 ;  capital,  $10,- 
000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $4,115.64;  deposits,  $157,959.56.  First 
State  Bank  of  Fountain  City:  Loans  and  discounts,  $148,200.96;  capital, 
$10,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $5,694.20;  deposits,  $227,674.78. 
Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Cochrane :  Loans  and  discounts,  $99,311.26 ; 
capital,  $10,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $3,456.36;  deposits,  $135,- 
420.10. 

In  1915  there  were  nine  banks.  They  had  a  total  capital  of  $165,000, 
and  combined  deposits  of  $2,158,027.43.  Their  loans  and  discounts 
amounted  to  $1,815,197.51,  and  their  surplus  and  undivided  profits  to  $73,- 
960.32.  The  individual  reports  were  as  follows:  Buffalo  County  Bank  of 
Mondovi:  Loans  and  discounts,  $102,366.45;  capital,  $25,000;  surplus  and 
undivided  profits,  $5,119.20;  deposits,  $99,008.48.  First  National  Bank  of 
Mondovi;  Loans  and  discounts,  $435,413.52;  capital,  $25,000;  surplus  and 
undivided  profits,  $25,260.48;  deposits,  $533,906.15.  First  National  Bank 
of  Alma:  Loans  and  discounts,  $302,365.62;  capital,  $25,000;  surplus  and 
undivided  profits,  $10,000.00;  deposits,  $348,904.14.  German  American 
Bank  of  Alma:  Loans  and  discounts,  $222,584.84;  capital,  $10,000;  sur¬ 
plus  and  undivided  profits,  $10,242.53;  deposits,  $245,323.14.  First  State 
Bank  of  Fountain  City:  Loans  and  discounts,  $310,024.33;  capital,  $20,000; 
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surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $5,617.45 ;  deposits,  $407,305.46.  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Nelson:  Loans  and  discounts,  $110,188.14;  capital,  $25,000; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $1,264.66;  deposits,  $110,232.59.  Gilmanton 
State  Bank  of  Gilmanton:  Loans  and  discounts,  $53,208.70;  capital,  $10,- 
000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $1,581.73;  deposits,  $55,824.17.  Wau- 
mandee  State  Bank:  Loans  and  discounts,  $60,585.68;  capital,  $15,000; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $2,250.00;  deposits,  $75,872.46.  Farmers 
and  Merchants  Bank  of  Cochrane :  Loans  and  discounts,  $218,460.23 ;  capi¬ 
tal,  $10,000 ;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $12,624.27 ;  deposits,  $281,650.91. 

There  are  now  ten  banks  in  Buffalo  County,  three  national  and  seven 
state.  They  are :  The  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi,  established  in  1891 ; 
The  Mondovi  State  Bank  of  Mondovi,  established  Nov.  1,  1900;  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Alma,  established  in  1906 ;  The  American  Bank  of  Alma, 
established  June  25,  1906 ;  The  First  State  Bank  of  Fountain  City,  estab¬ 
lished  Aug.  11, 1906 ;  The  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Cochrane,  estab¬ 
lished  Jan.  20,  1908;  The  First  National  Bank  of  Nelson,  established  in 
1910 ;  The  Gilmanton  State  Bank  of  Gilmanton,  established  May  22,  1914 ; 
The  Waumandee  State  Bank  of  Waumandee,  established  in  1914,  and  the 
Farmers  State  Bank  of  Modena,  established  in  1917. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi,  the  oldest  financial  institution 
in  Buffalo  County,  dates  as  a  national  bank  from  1901,  as  a  state  bank 
from  1891,  and  as  a  private  bank  from  1888.  The  originators  were  J.  W. 
Whelan  and  Frank  H.  Dillon,  the  former  a  lawyer  and  the  latter  a  merchant, 
both  of  whom  in  their  business  handled  considerable  sums  of  money,  and 
felt  the  need  of  a  medium  of  financial  exchange  and  deposit  in  the  village. 
.Their  plans  were  perfected  in  December,  1888,  and  a  private  bank  opened. 
This  business  continued  successfully  until  Jan.  12,  1891,  when  the  Bank  of 
Mondovi  was  incorporated  under  state  laws  with  a  capital  of  $15,000.  The 
officers  were :  President,  J.  W.  Whelan ;  vice  president,  S.  G.  Gilman ;  cashier, 
Frank  H.  Dillon;  assistant  cashier,  John  D.  Pace;  Ryland  Southworth, 
Jacob  Canar,  B.  S.  Lockwood,  O.  A.  Hawkins  and  Harvey  G.  Duncanson. 
Mr.  Dillon  died  Jan.  1, 1892,  and  Ryland  Southworth,  previously  a  hardware 
merchant,  succeeded  him.  February  17,  1901,  the  bank  received  a  charter 
as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mondovi,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  a 
surplus  of  $5,000.  The  officers  were:  President,  J.  W.  Whelan;  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  S.  G.  Gilman;  cashier,  Ryland  Southworth;  assistant  cashier,  D.  A. 
Whelan ;  C.  W.  Gilman,  W.  H.  Church  and  Gard  Miller.  J.  W.  Whelan  died 
June  3,  1906,  and  was  succeeded  as  president  by  S.  C.  Gilman.  Mr.  Gilman 
was  succeeded  as  vice  president  by  D.  A.  Whelan,  who  was  followed  in 
1908  by  B.  S.  Lockwood.  Mr.  Lockwood  died  July  8,  1918,  since  wmcn 
time  Ryland  Southworth  has  been  the  vice  president.  D.  A.  Whelan  be¬ 
came  cashier  in  1915,  following  Mr.  Southworth,  and  is  still  serving,  having 
been  in  active  service  in  the  bank  since  January  1,  1901.  In  addition  to 
these  three  officers,  the  directors  are :  W.  H.  Church,  Jr.,  George  Esbensen, 
Gard  Miller  and  E.  F.  Turner.  The  institution  is  housed  in  a  sightly  struc¬ 
ture  of  brick  with  stone  facings,  erected  in  1891.  The  original  building, 
a  short  distance  north,  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  June  16, 1891. 

The  Mondovi  State  Bank  was  organized  as  the  Buffalo  County  Bank, 
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Aug.  4,  1900,  when  those  who  had  previously  subscribed  for  the  stock, 
George  A.  Luetscher,  A.  Quarberg,  W.  P.  Walker,  Ole  J.  Ward,  Alex  Lees, 
Duerkop  Brothers,  S.  N.  Knudson,  B.  S.  Lockwood,  Jacob  Canar,  Harvey 
Borst,  Macey  W.  Borst  and  H.  L.  Smith,  met  and  selected  as  directors, 
Jacob  Canar,  Harvey  Borst,  Alex  Lees,  S.  N.  Knudson,  B.  S.  Lockwood,  Fritz 
Duerkop  and  Ole  J.  Ward.  These  directors  elected  as  officers:  President, 
Jacob  Canar ;  vice  president,  Harvey  Borst ;  cashier,  H.  L.  Smith ;  assistant 
cashier,  George  A.  Lutscher.  Until  the  present  building  was  completed  in 
November,  1901,  the  business  was  carried  on  in  quarters  rented  from 
Ruplinger  &  Clark.  The  first  president,  Jacob  Canar,  served  until  the 
reorganization  in  1918.  The  original  vice  president,  Harvey  Borst,  was 
succeeded  in  1903  by  B.  S.  Lockwood.  In  1904  Alex  Lees  took  the  office 
followed  April  1,  1905,  by  Ole  J.  Ward.  In  1906,  S.  N.  Knudson  became 
vice  president,  succeeded  in  1911  by  Alex  Lees.  In  1913,  Anton  Quarberg 
succeeded  him.  The  original  cashier,  H.  S.  Smith,  was  followed  April  1, 
1905,  by  Alex  Lees.  He  was  followed  in  1908  by  Edward  J.  Ruplinger,  who 
entered  the  bank  in  the  fall  of  1905,  and  became  assistant  cashier  in  1906. 
The  original  assistant  cashier,  George  A.  Lutscher,  was  followed  in  1905 
by  Wendell  Woodruff.  Then  came  Edward  J.  Ruplinger,  followed  in  1908 
by  H.  J.  Canar.  In  1912  Alex  Lees  succeeded  him  and  in  1916  Wayne 
Canar,  who  left  to  serve  with  the  colors.  Just  previous  to  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  in  1918  the  officers  were :  President,  Ole  J.  Ward ;  vice  president,  Anton 
Quarberg;  cashier,  Edward  J.  Ruplinger;  assistant  cashier,  H.  J.  Canar. 
June  10,  1918,  the  institution  was  reorganized  as  the  Mondovi  State  Bank. 
The  officers  are:  President,  Frank'  Pierce,  Menomonie;  vice  president, 
George  B.  Orlady,  Mondovi ;  cashier,  Edward  J.  Ruplinger,  Mondovi ;  direc¬ 
tors,  Frank  Pierce,  Menomonie ;  George  B.  Orlady,  Mondovi ;  Jacob  Canar, 
Mondovi ;  Frank  Carter,  Menomonie ;  H.  M.  Orlady,  Durand ;  Ole  J.  Ward, 
Mondovi;  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  Menomonie.  The  financial  statement,  June 
29,  1918,  was  as  follows:  Resources — Loans  and  discounts,  $92,243.90: 
overdrafts,  $274.65;  U.  S.  Bonds  (Liberty  Loan),  $4,300;  banking  house 
fixtures  and  furniture,  $12,480;  due  from  reserve  banks,  $19,083.99;  due 
from  other  banks,  $5,003.01 ;  cash  on  hand,  $4,177.91 ;  current  expenses, 
$692.80.  Total,  $138,256.26.  Liabilities — Capital  stock,  $25,000;  surplus 
fund,  $3,900 ;  deposits,  $109,356.26.  Total,  $138,256.26. 

The  Alma  Exchange  Bank  was  organized  in  the  nineties  but  went  out 
of  existence  in  1898.  The  same  year  Chr.  Neumeister  organized  the  State 
Bank  of  Alma,  having  a  capital  of  $5,000.  Frank  Tritsch  was  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  John  A.  Tritsch  the  vice  president,  while  Mr.  Neumeister  was 
the  cashier.  Mr.  Neumeister  died  in  January,  1906,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  were  closed  up. 

The  American  Bank  of  Alma  was  organized  in  1906,  as  the  German- 
American  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  Knute  Johnson  was  the  presi¬ 
dent,  G.  Ryffel  the  vice  president,  and  P.  E.  Ibach  the  cashier.  The  pres¬ 
ent  name  was  assumed  in  September,  1918.  The  officers  are:  President. 
P.  E.  Ibach ;  vice  president,  G.  Ryffel ;  cashier,  S.  P.  Ibach ;  assistant  cashier, 
H.  F.  Ibach.  The  bank  has  a  modern  brick  building  fully  equipped,  and 
is  doing  much  toward  promoting  the  interests  of  the  city.  Resources — 
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Loans  and  discounts,  $245,719.10;  overdrafts,  $1,047.19;  U.  S.  Bonds, 
U.  S.  Certificates  of  Indebtedness,  War  Savings  Certificates  and  Thrift 
Stamps,  $37,119.88;  banking  house,  $5,000;  furniture  and  fixtures,  $2,700; 
due  from  approved  reserve  banks,  $55,362.43;  checks  on  other  banks  and 
cash  items,  $857.67;  cash  on  hand,  $17,898.94;  total,  $365,705.21.  Lia¬ 
bilities — Capital,  $10,000;  surplus,  $12,000;  undivided  profits,  $4,826.56; 
individual  deposits  subject  to  check,  $110,866.11;  time  certificates  of  de¬ 
posit,  $219,363.35;  savings  deposits,  $6,788.62;  Christmas  Banking  Club, 
$1,100.26 ;  Liberty  Loan  Account,  $760.31 ;  total,  $365,705.21. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Alma  was  incorporated  in  1906,  with  a 
capital  of  $25,000.  The  first  president  was  C.  G.  Kapelovitz,  the  first  vice 
president  was  A.  N.  Beiseker,  and  the  first  cashier  was  T.  S.  Saby,  the 
directors  being  these  three  with  Edward  Clark,  J.  W.  Kurtz  and  E.  S. 
Huckins.  The  present  officers  are :  President,  C.  C.  Kapelovitz ;  vice  presi¬ 
dents,  A.  N.  Beiseker  and  John  Accola;  cashier,  T.  S.  Saby;  assistant 
cashier,  Ruth  Gobar.  The  directors  are  the  Messrs.  Kapelovitz,  Beiseker 
and  Saby  and  Charles  Kaste,  C.  J.  Thies  and  Ole  Hem.  The  institution 
owns  a  modern  brick  building,  erected  in  1906,  and  fully  equipped  to  carry 
on  an  extensive  banking  business.  It  has  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  $10,000. 

The  Alma  Investment  Co.  was  incorporated  in  1915  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  a  general  financial  business  in  mortgages,  loans  and  invest¬ 
ments.  The  business  is  housed  in  the  First  National  Bank  Annex,  in  a 
modern  and  well  equipped  office.  Theodore  Buehler,  Sr.,  is  the  president; 
John  Accola  is  the  vice  president,  and  T.  S.  Saby  is  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  The  directors  are:  Theodore  Buehler,  Sr.,  J.  A.  Ganz  and  Charles 
Kaste.  The  establishment  of  this  firm  has  done  considerable  toward  the 
development  of  the  agricultural  and  financial  interests  of  this  vicinity. 

The  First  State  of  Fountain  City  was  organized  in  1906,  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000  and  the  following  officers:  President,  F.  J.  Bohri;  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  C.  A.  Kirchner;  cashier,  Harry  E.  Bohri.  These  officers  are  still 
serving,  the  present  board  of  directors  being  F.  J.  Bohri,  C.  A. 
Kirchner,  H.  E.  Bohri,  M.  L.  Fugini  and  Henry  Roettiger.  The  statement 
issued  Nov.  1,  1918,  is  as  follows:  Resources — Loans  and  discounts,  $359,- 
574.65;  overdrafts,  $625.47;  bonds,  $41,900.31;  U.  S.  Bonds,  U.  S.  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  Indebtedness,  and  War  Savings  Stamps,  $44,671.89;  furniture 
and  fixtures,  $2,101.25;  due  from  approved  reserve  banks,  $148,589.09; 
cash  on  hand,  $8,037.22;  total,  $610,562.77.  Liabilities — Capital  stock 
paid  in,  $20,000;  surplus,  $10,000;  undivided  profits,  $1,742.01;  individual 
deposits  subject  to  check,  $168,716.94 ;  time  certificates  of  deposit,  $402,- 
070.07 ;  cashier’s  checks  outstanding,  $6,033.75 ;  reserved  for  interest, 
$2,000;  total,  $610,562.77. 

The  Farmers  &  Merchants  State  Bank,  of  Cochrane,  was  incorporated 
late  in  1907,  and  began  business  in  January,  1908,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000. 
The  first  officers  were:  Charles  Huber,  president;  John  B.  Hofer,  vice 
president;  A.  W.  Hofer,  cashier;  Gottfried  Klein  and  G.  M.  Rohrer.  A 
small  brick  building  did  duty  as  a  banking  house  until  the  fall  of  1916, 
when  it  was  replaced  with  the  present  sightly  structure,  of  pressed  brick, 
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two  stories  high.  The  capital  has  been  increased  to  $20,000,  and  there  is 
a  surplus  of  $10,000.  The  officers  are:  John  B.  Hofer,  president;  Gott¬ 
fried  Klein,  vice  president ;  A.  W.  Hofer,  cashier ;  John  R.  Lindrud,  assist¬ 
ant  cashier;  A.  E.  Guettinger  and  H.  O.  Stein. 

The  Fanners  State  Bank  of  Nelson  was  organized  in  1910  as  the 
Farmers  State  Bank.  The  officers  were :  Gottlieb  Nold,  president ;  Thomas 
Ottesen,  vice  president;  Edmund  Geibel,  cashier;  T.  S.  Saby  and  Lawrence 
Kennedy,  and  the  original  capital  was  $10,000.  May  11,  19i5,  the  institu¬ 
tion  was  reorganized  as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Nelson.  The  first 
officers  under  the  reorganization  were:  Gottlieb  Nold,  president;  Thomas 
Ottesen,  vice  president;  Edmund  Geibel,  cashier;  Violet  A.  Giebel,  assist¬ 
ant  cashier;  Lawrence  Kennedy  and  T.  S.  Saby.  On  Sept.  14,  1918,  Gott¬ 
lieb  Nold  resigned  as  president  and  Edmund  Geibel  as  cashier.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  are:  A.  E.  Urnes,  president;  Thomas  Otteson,  vice  president; 
W.  J.  Eberwein,  cashier ;  Lawrence  Kennedy,  Ole  C.  Olson,  Thor.  S.  Severson 
and  T.  S.  Saby.  The  assistant  cashier  is  Violet  A.  Giebel.  The  capital  is 
$25,000. 

The  Gilmanton  State  Bank,  of  Gilmanton,  was  incorporated  in  January, 
1910,  by  George  W.  Smith,  A.  D.  Smith  and  A.  B.  Hutchinson.  The  first 
officers,  Feb.  25,  1910,  were:  President,  George  W.  Smith;  vice  president, 
A.  D.  Smith;  cashier,  E.  W.  Hanson;  directors,  George  W.  Smith,  A.  D. 
Smith,  E.  A.  Kenyon,  H.  D.  Forest,  Jerry  Gumbert,  Ludwig  Schultz  and 
A.  B.  Hutchinson.  The  building  was  erected  in  May,  1910,  and  opened  for 
business  July  14,  1910.  January  7,  1911,  Nic.  Hanseman  succeeded  A.  D. 
Smith  as  cashier.  January  2,  1912,  E.  A.  Kenyon  became  president;  and 
George  W.  Smith,  cashier.  January  12,  1915,  P.  J.  Hutchinson  became 
president,  and  George  L.  Krampeter  vice  president,  and  these  with  George 
W.  Smith,  cashier,  constitute  the  present  officers.  The  financial  report 
issued  Nov.  1,  1918,  shows  the  following  items:  Resources — Loans  and 
discounts,  $42,402.75;  overdrafts  and  war  savings  stamps,  $1,079.17 ;  bonds, 
$500 ;  banking  house,  $2,500 ;  furniture  and  fixtures,  $2,200 ;  due  from  ap¬ 
proved  banks,  $13,517.23;  cash  on  hand,  $9,139.49;  total,  $71,358.64.  Lia¬ 
bilities — Capital  stock  paid  in,  $10,000;  surplus,  $2,000;  undivided  profits, 
$683.83;  deposits,  $58,674.81;  total,  $71,358.64. 

The  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Modena  was  organized  Jan.  13,  1917,  by 
Sam  Meyer,  R.  P.  Godard,  Jr.,  Wm.  Jensen,  Hans  Otteson,  Charles  Marshal) 
and  Henry  Linse.  The  first  officers  were:  Wm.  Jensen,  president;  Olaus 
Ottum,  vice  president;  H.  C.  Brown,  cashier;  H.  L.  Lowe,  H.  C.  Brown, 
Arthur  Hitt,  Wm.  Jensen,  Olaus  Ottum,  Sam  Meyer,  A.  H.  Lurndal.  The 
bank  opened  for  business  June  14,  1917,  in  a  substantial  building  com¬ 
pleted  June  5,  1917.  The  present  officers  are:  Wm.  Jensen,  president: 
Olaus  Ottum,  vice  president ;  Harry  C.  Brown,  cashier.  The  bank  does  a 
solid,  substantial,  conservative  business,  its  motto  being  “Courtesy  and 
Service.”  The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  at  the  close  of  business, 
Nov.  1,  1918,  is  as  follows:  Resources — Loans  and  discounts,  $44,504.20; 
overdrafts,  $666.61;  U.  S.  municipal  and  other  bonds,  $9,530.56;  banking 
house,  $2,049.57;  furniture  and  fixtures,  $1,832.96;  due  from  approved 
reserve  banks,  $562.11;  checks  and  cash  items,  $555.38;  cash  on  hand, 
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$3,687.38;  current  expense,  $245.19;  total,  $63,633.96.  Liabilities — Capital 
stock  paid  up,  $10,000.00;  surplus,  $2,000.00;  total  deposits,  $46,633.96; 
notes  re-discounted,  $5,000.00;  total,  $63,633.96. 
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A  PIONEER  BOYHOOD 

(By  Chauncey  H.  Cooke) 

There  is  a  noble  painting  in  one  of  the  corridors  of  the  National  Capi¬ 
tol  at  Washington  that  vividly  pictures  the  manner  in  which  the  pioneer 
settlers  made  the  long,  weary  journey  by  wagon  from  Indiana  and  Ohio 
to  the  then  wilds  of  Buffalo  County. 

The  painting  represents  a  band  of  homeseekers  on  a  western  plain 
with  wagons,  horses  and  cattle  pressing  forward,  as  if  in  haste  toward  the 
setting  sun.  There  were  ten  or  a  dozen  wagons  in  two  parallel  lines.  They 
have  just  left  the  foothills  and  are  debouching  into  the  broad  cpen  plain. 
A  cloud  of  dust  rolls  up  from  the  wagons,  or  prairie  schooners  as  they  are 
called,  some  being  drawn  by  oxen,  some  by  horses  with  four  to  six  animals 
to  each  wagon. 

Bareheaded  children  in  groups  peer  out  from  the  deep  covered  boxes, 
men  and  women  on  foot,  the  men  with  rifles  and  the  women  with  babes 
in  their  arms,  courage  and  anxiety  written  in  their  faces,  are  striding 
rapidly  forward.  Girls  without  bonnets,  their  skirts  streaming  in  the 
•  wind,  are  helping  the  boys  on  ponies  and  the  dogs  to  round  up  the  cattle 
and  sheep  that  loiter  to  eat  the  grass  by  the  roadside.  The  oxen  strain  at 
their  yokes,  urged  on  by  the  writhing  lash,  and  on  a  bare  eminence  rising 
out  of  the  plain  stands  a  group  of  Indians  silently  watching  the  strange 
coming  of  the  white  man. 

In  the  distance  is  a  range  of  mountains  with  peaks  above  the  snow 
line,  and  over  all  a  summer  sky  mottled  with  a  flock  of  fleecy  clouds  flushed 
with  the  hues  of  a  glorious  sunset. 

The  painting  appeals  to  thousands  as  it  recalls  incidents  in  their 
pioneer  lives.  In  this  way  my  father  came  west,  and  as  I  looked  at  those 
figures  pictured  in  spirit  and  movement  to  very  life,  memory  went  back 
to  that  650  miles  of  journey  from  the  state  of  Indiana,  with  its  daily 
cares  and  burdens,  especially  to  my  mother.  Yes,  the  real  hardship,  as  I 
remember,  fell  to  my  mother.  There  was  the  care  of  brother  Kit,  a  half 
sick  babe  nearly  always  in  her  arms,  during  the  swaying  and  jolting  of 
the  heavy  wagon  all  day  long.  Breakfast,  dinner  and  supper  brought  their 
manifold  tasks,  of  cooking,  washing,  baking  around  a  smokey  fire,  camping 
stoves  were  unknown.  The  next  day  and  the  next,  came  the  same  routine, 
for  more  than  six  weeks,  varied  only  by  storms  and  sunshine  and  mud 
and  dust. 

My  father,  born  and  reared  in  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  had  all  the  instincts 
of  a  native  of  a  new  world.  I  remember  my  mother  depreciatingly  telling 
him  that  if  he  had  been  born  in  a  wigwam,  he  would  have  been  an  ideal 
Indian.  He  had  in  his  veins  that  mixture  of  the  savage,  which  none  the 
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less  was  eagerly  helpful  in  blazing  the  ways  of  the  untutored  Indian  to 
the  higher  estate  of  the  white  man’s  civilization. 

I  was  a  mere  lad  and  knew  nothing  of  the  trials  and  hardships  of  the 
journey.  I  was  just  learning  to  ride  horseback,  and  my  repeated  falls 
from  the  back  of  old  Doll  were  much  enjoyed  by  the  hired  man. 

At  length  the  narrow  vale  nestling  in  amid  the  hills  of  Buffalo  County, 
for  more  than  60  years  known  as  “Cooke’s  Valley,”  was  reached.  Our 
journey  was  ended.  The  covered  wagons,  which  for  six  weeks  had  been 
our  dwellings,  w-ere  abandoned  for  a  comfortable  tent.  Our  morning  naps 
were  no  longer  broken  by  the  awful  cry  “get  up  to  breakfast,  the  wagons 
are  moving.” 

Three  incidents  marking  the  first  night  and  day  in  our  new  home 
stand  out  distinctly  in  memory.  The  howling  of  three  or  four  wolves 
soon  after  going  to  bed,  as  if  resenting  our  presence  in  their  particular 
domain,  father’s  catching  a  mess  of  trout  for  breakfast,  using  his  gun  stick 
for  a  pole,  and  the  passing  of  a  band  of  Sioux  Indians  along  a  deep  worn 
trail  close  beside  which  we  had  staked  our  tent.  We  came  to  know  much 
of  the  Indians  before  the  end  of  the  summer.  A  mile  and  a  half  down  the 
valley  was  a  permanent  camping  ground,  where  ofttimes  as  many  as  a 
hundred  Sioux  would  be  encamped.  These  bands  that  frequented  our 
valley  were  frequently  attacked  by  marauding  bands  of  the  Chippewa. 
One  day  in  August  four  warriors  called  at  the  tent  and  begged  some  bread 
of  mother,  and  while  they  were  lying  upon  the  ground  eating  it,  a  number 
of  rifle  reports  followed  in  rapid  succession  in  the  direction  of  the  Indian 
camp.  The  four  Sioux  were  on  their  feet  in  an  instant  and  tying  their 
blankets  about  them,  caught  up  their  rifles  and  ran  in  the  direction  of  the 
guns.  The  next  morning  father  and  I  visited  the  camp  and  found  the 
Indians  had  gone.  Alongside  each  of  the  twelve  wigwams  was  a  deep 
grave  like  a  trench,  which  the  chief  of  the  band  told  my  father,  on  his 
return  in  the  fall,  was  for  the  squaws  and  papooses  that  the  Chippewas 
attacked  that  night. 

For  several  years  the  Indians  continued  to  be  much  in  evidence.  They 
kept  us  supplied  with  fresh  meats,  such  as  venison,  elk  and  bear  meats,  for 
which  we  would  trade  flour,  pork  and  potatoes.  They  ofttimes  staked  their 
ponies  quite  near  the  house,  and  after  building  a  fire  the  squaws  would 
visit  mother  to  beg  thread  and  needles  and  bright  pieces  of  calico.  The 
squaws  always  got  the  best  end  of  the  trade  as  mother,  holding  the  Indians 
in  terror,  did  not  dare  insist  on  a  fair  exchange  in  values. 

Often  we  children  and  mother  were  alone  during  these  visits,  and 
on  one  occasion  I  recall  a  party  of  Sioux  having  stopped  to  roast  some  veni¬ 
son,  a  squaw  was  noticed  with  a  long  rope  in  her  hands  approaching  the 
tent.  Mother  was  terribly  frightened,  thinking  we  were  all  going  to  be 
hung,  until  the  squaw  put  the  rope  around  the  neck  of  one  of  their  ponies 
which  had  strayed  near  our  tent.  When  father  came  he  smiled  at  our 
fears  and  chided  us  for  being  cowards.  I  well  remember  my  first  impres¬ 
sion  of  our  savage  neighbors,  so  fierce  looking  and  wild  and  how  nearly 
naked,  buckskin  moccasins  and  leggins  and  a  scanty  breech  clout  of  calico 
their  only  clothing.  They  threw  clubs  at  my  dog,  regardless  of  my  pres- 
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ence.  They  were  tall  and  straight,  and  their  nude  bodies  from  the  belt  up 
were  swarthy  and  muscular  as  athletes,  and  their  long,  coarse  black  hair 
hung  in  braids,  or  in  coils,  about  their  necks.  I  grew  in  time  to  like  the 
Indians.  They  made  me  bows  and  arrows,  and  I  hunted  and  played  with 
the  boys  of  my  age,  romped  with  them  on  their  beautiful  buffalo  robes, 
and  their  mother  would  have  me  share  in  their  food.  At  meal  time  she 
would  hand  me  a  huge  piece  of  elk  stake  or  venison,  sometimes  using  a 
knife,  again  taking  it  in  her  fingers  and  pulling  it  apart,  as  you  have  seen 
birds  do  in  feeding  their  young.  After  six  years  of  friendly  intercourse 
they  came  no  more.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Sioux  war  in  this  state,  Minne¬ 
sota,  in  1862,  a  war  due  not  to  the  treachery  of  the  Indians,  but  to  the  bad 
faith  of  the  Washington  government,  in  withholding  overdue  payments, 
they  disappeared,  doubtless  to  aid  their  tribe  in  its  hopeless  struggle 
against  the  coming  of  the  white  man. 

Coming  back  to  our  subject;  to  follow  the  first  comers  in  a  new 
country  possesses  a  certain  fascination.  The  instinct  of  the  pioneer  was 
inherited  from  Adam,  who  was  monarch  of  all  creation.  Our  pioneer 
fathers  in  Buffalo  County  were  not  unlike  the  Chaldean  shepherd  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  before  Christ,  those  freebooters  of  the  wild  Babalonian  hills, 
living  close  to  the  heart  of  nature,  guarding  their  flocks  through  the  long 
watches  of  the  night,  uttering  loud  cries  at  intervals  to  frighten  the  beasts 
of  prey,  making  friends  with  the  stars,  and  in  their  bright  pages  communing 
on  the  fate  of  man  and  empires.  Our  pioneer  fathers  seemed  almost  as 
much  isolated,  in  a  land  almost  as  wild.  The  beasts  and  birds  by  day  and 
the  moon  and  stars  by  night  were  our  best  and  constant  companions.  Our 
fathers  were  glad  to  make  friends  with  the  native  Red  Man,  and  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  them  they  came  to  worship  God  in  the  clouds  and  to  hearken  to  him 
in  the  winds,  for  our  communings  with  the  strange  and  wild  were  varied 
by  the  work  of  building  a  log  dwelling,  making  hay  for  a  considerable  drove 
of  cattle,  breaking  land  for  cultivation,  splitting  rails  for  fences,  and  of 
Sundays  for  variety  would  go  fishing  or  climb  the  highest  bluff  where  we 
could  view  the  country  far  and  wide. 

The  country  abounded  in  all  manner  of  game,  and  it  was  almost  a  daily 
occurrance  to  see  deer,  elk  or  other  animals  crossing  the  valley.  Bears 
and  wolves  were  not  so  bold  during  the  day  and  were  seldom  seen,  though 
their  trails  through  the  grass  showed  they  came  near  the  house  during 
the  night.  About  a  month  after  our  arrival  we  were  awakened  one  night 
by  a  strange  rattling  of  the  cow  bells  and  bellowing  of  the  cattle.  Father 
guessed  at  once  that  wolves  or  bears  had  attacked  the  cattle,  and  catching 
up  his  double-barrel  rifle,  he  ran  out  of  doors  and  fired  both  barrels  in 
succession  in  the  air,  and  soon  the  cattle  all  came  running  to  the  house. 

In  the  morning  we  found  tusk  marks  on  two  of  the  yearlings,  showing 
that  they  had  been  attacked  by  wolves.  On  dark  nights  during  the  first 
two  winters  the  wolves  came  boldly  to  the  cow  shed,  and  their  tracks 
showed  that  they  tried  to  get  through  between  the  poles  into  the  calf  pen. 
They  were  the  big  timber  wolf,  they  always  traveled  in  packs  in  search 
of  prey,  and  on  cold  winter  nights  when  the  wind  howled  and  the  snow 
was  drifting  through  the  shingles  in  the  faces  of  three  little  boys  who 
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slept  in  the  attic  alone,  the  yelping  of  the  wolves  in  concert  with  the  rage 
of  the  storm  king,  made  those  little  boys  huddle  closer  together  and  to 
keep  very  still. 

Our  watch  dog,  bold  and  fearless  in  attacking  a  bear,  was  craven  and 
unwarlike  in  facing  wolves,  and  on  their  approach  curiously  enough,  he 
would  drop  his  tail  between  his  legs,  crawl  in  his  kennel  and  lie  there  and 
growl. 

My  father  had  the  fancier’s  liking  for  all  manner  of  pets.  For  years 
he  had  a  sort  of  private  menagerie  of  coon,  ground  hogs,  deer  and  bears. 
The  bears  were  rude  playfellows  and  were  taken  to  Fountain  City,  30  miles, 
our  nearest  market,  and  sold  to  steam  boats.  The  deer  we  never  tired  of. 
They  were  very  social  and  liked  to  be  caressed.  They  would  sometimes 
come  leaping  to  the  house,  their  tongues  out,  apparently  having  been 
chased  by  wolves,  rush  into  mother’s  bedroom  and  lie  down.  The  deer 
were  very  chummy  with  our  immense  grey  hound,  and  that  grey  hound 
became  famous  in  newspaper  accounts  because  of  his  speed  and  terrific 
fights  with  bears.  He  saved  father’s  life  when  attacked  by  a  bear,  and 
when  he  died,  some  years  later,  he  was  buried  with  honor,  not  unlike  Lord 
Lewellen’s  favorite  hound,  Gellert,  which  had  torn  a  wolf  to  pieces  to  save 
his  master’s  child.  Lewellen  built  a  famous  tomb  to  mark  the  grave  of 
Gellert.  I  piled  a  heap  of  stones  in  loving  memory  above  the  grave  of  dear 
old  Prince. 

I  have  no  sense  or  appreciation  of  that  sentiment  which  dwells  upon 
the  pioneer  years  of  our  fathers  as  years  of  hardship.  Why,  the  native 
instinct  of  cultivated  man  inclines  him  to  look  longingly  to  the  untrodden 
vales  and  hills,  “where  things  that  own  not  man’s  dominion  dwell,”  where 
man  is  “monarch  of  all  he  surveys,”  “where  rolls  the  Oragon  and  hears 
no  sound  save  its  own  dashings.”  Whoever  thought  of  pitying  Adam  and 
Eve?  Because  of  their  solitude,  living  alone  with  the  birds  and  beasts  of 
the  field,  their  habitation  was  given  the  fondest  name  in  language,  Para¬ 
dise.  And  so  we,  the  children  of  Buffalo  County  Pioneers,  looking  back 
through  the  long  vista  of  60  and  more  years,  have  only  fond  memories  of 
childhood’s  days.  Oh,  the  lure  of  those  happy  years  now  gone  forever. 
In  vision  I  am  again  a  child,  the  companion  of  birds  and  beasts,  the  play¬ 
mate  of  Indian  children  with  bows  and  arrows. 

Oh,  the  lure  of  those  wild  days  of  happy  childhood.  In  vision  I  am 
again  a  carefree  one-gallus  barefoot  boy,  giving  free  rein  to  boyish  fancies, 
companioned  by  wild  pets  and  tramping  from  morning  till  night  the  hills 
and  valleys,  with  limbs  that  never  tired.  The  birds  of  the  air  and  the 
denisons  of  the  woods  were  our  constant  delight  and  wonder.  The  children 
of  the  present  have  little  conception  of  the  myriads  of  feathered  creatures 
that  peopled  the  earth  and  the  air  during  the  past. 

Multitudes  of  singing  birds  beguiled  the  long  hours  of  summer  with 
their  songs,  and  for  long  periods  during  fall  and  spring,  the  sky  by  day  and 
by  night  teemed  with  migratory  ducks,  geese,  brants  and  sand  hill  crane, 
who  would  pipe  out  their  greeting  or  goodbye  as  they  winged  their  way 
south  in  the  fall  and  north  in  spring.  Many  of  them  are  extinct  and 
live  only  in  the  pages  of  John  Burroughs  and  John  James  Audubon. 
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Again  in  seeming  we  hear  the  notes  of  the  blue  bird,  and  oriole,  softer 
than  the  tones  of  the  flute,  and  the  red  winged  black  bird  from  the  shores 
of  the  gulf,  that  we  used  to  throw  stones  at,  because  he  pulled  up  the  corn, 
sits  again  upon  the  topmost  spray  of  the  old  willow  carolling  an  amorous 
ditty  to  his  homely  brown  mate. 

The  brown  plover,  now  extinct,  slowly  settles  to  the  earth  with  long 
drawn  whistle,  on  tremulous  wing.  Oh,  that  whistle!  How  we  boys  of 
sixty  years  ago  tried  to  emulate  the  plover’s  whistle ! 

And  the  saucy  bobolink,  like  the  plover,  he  too  has  passed  in  his 
checks.  He  was  the  last  to  come  from  the  rice  swamps  of  the  South.  But 
when  he  arrived  he  was  wonderfully  in  evidence.  His  sweetheart  was  a 
yellowish  girl  with  a  dash  of  ebony  on  her  bosom.  And  oh,  how  he  loved 
this  sweetheart  of  a  summer.  He  made  her  the  theme  of  all  the  ecstacy 
and  passion  of  his  song.  He  was  vain  and  operatic,  and  scorned  all  rivals 
in  the  domain  and  art  of  melody. 

Oh,  the  lure  of  the  dear  old  farmstead  of  a  half  century  ago,  with  all 
its  treasures  of  childhood  memories!  With  hands  outstretched  it  seems 
calling  to  me  to  come  back  again.  And  the  old  cabin  that  father  built, 
away  back  beyond  the  years,  with  its  roof  of  twisted  shakes,  that  let  in 
the  driving  rain  on  our  faces,  and  when  winter  came  mother’s  precious 
hands  stretched  a  blanket  or  some  cotton  sheet  to  shelter  our  face  from 
the  indrifting  snow. 

Far  happier  are  such  memories  to  the  pioneer  children  of  Buffalo 
County  than  if  they  had  been  born  to  purple  and  fine  linen  and  their  feet 
had  trodden  none  other  than  smooth  shaven  lawns. 


Samuel  S.  Cooke  was  the  first  settler  in  Dover  Township.  A  lineal 
descendent  of  Samuel  and  Hope  Cooke,  who  came  from  Kent,  England, 
and  settled  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  in  1667,  he  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  in  December,  1818,  and  became*  saddler  and  harnessmaker.  A  lover 
of  the  chase,  he  desired  a  greater  opportunity  for  outdoor  life  than  his 
occupation  afforded  and  he  accordingly  determined  to  cast  his  lot  in  the 
upper  Mississippi  region.  With  his  brother,  Chauncey,  he  set  out  in  June, 
1855,  and  reached  Fountain  City.  Here,  with  a  view  to  stock-raising, 
he  secured  a  quarter  section  of  land  between  Fountain  City  and  Winona, 
and  a  quarter  section  fifteen  miles  from  Fountain  City  in  Glencoe  Town¬ 
ship.  Then  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Indiana,  going  by  boat  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  thence  by  rail.  In  the  following  spring  he  made 
his  plans  for  coming  west  and  settling  on  his  land.  He  had  two  wagons 
made,  purchased  four  horses,  thirty  head  of  cattle  and  a  bull,  and  with 
provisions,  household  goods,  some  chickens  and  two  dogs  started  out.  The 
party  consisted  of  Samuel  S.  Cooke,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Loduskey  Gardner,  a  daughter  Dora,  aged  twelve,  who  afterward  mar¬ 
ried  John  Hunner,  merchant,  editor  and  one  time  treasurer  of  the  state 
of  Wisconsin,  and  died  in  Spokane;  a  son,  Chauncey  H.,  aged  ten,  now  a 
leading  citizen  of  the  county;  Warren,  aged  six,  a  potato  merchant,  who 
owns  a  farm  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Chetek,  Barron  County,  this  state ;  and 
a  baby  named  Kit  Carson,  who  in  manhood  moved  to  Sioux  Falls,  where  he 
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died.  There  was  also  a  driver  who  came  for  adventure,  and  immediately 
went  back,  and  two  young  men  who  remained  for  one  winter  cutting  wood 
at  Fountain  City. 

Wending  their  way  along,  the  party  in  time  reached  Fountain  City. 
Their  herd  of  cows  had  been  reduced,  Mr.  Cooke  having  listened  to  the 
eager  requests  of  a  number  of  settlers  whom  he  had  encountered  in  La 
Crosse  Valley,  and  who,  less  prudent  than  he,  had  failed  to  provide  them¬ 
selves  with  live  stock.  Upon  their  arrival  in  Buffalo  County,  Mr.  Cooke 
found  that  the  land  which  he  had  previously  acquired  was  unsuitable  for 
his  desires,  and  accordingly,  on  the  advice  of  the  Pierce  Brothers,  at  Foun¬ 
tain  City,  he  came  to  what  is  now  Dover  Township,  and  secured  the  half 
section  that  has  since  been  known  as  the  Willow  Farm,  on  Cooke  Creek, 
a  tributary  of  the  south  branch  of  Elk  Creek,  that  creek  being  so  named 
from  the  bands  of  elk  once  frequenting  the  region. 

Neighbors  there  were  none.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  down  the  creek, 
on  the  west  bank,  were  the  alder  frames  of  the  tepees  of  the  Indians,  who 
came  and  went  until  the  Sioux  Massacre.  There  was  no  one  in  Dover  and 
no  one  in  Naples.  The  Farrington  colony  had  settled  at  Mondovi.  The 
Gilman  colony  came  about  the  same  time  as  the  Cookes  and  settled  on  the 
west  side  of  Beef  River,  in  what  is  now  Gilmanton  Township.  In  the 
summer  came  Warren  Garwood,  a  young  man,  who  had  learned  the  harness¬ 
making  trade  from  S.  S.  Cooke,  and  came  here  to  be  with  the  family.  He 
spent  the  summer  splitting  rails  in  Dover.  In  the  winter  he  cut  wood  at 
Fountain  City.  George  W.  Wooster  came  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  spent 
the  winter  in  the  western  part  of  what  is  now  Gilmanton  Township.  He 
was  a  bachelor  and  devoted  his  time  to  hunting.  The  next  year  he  took 
a  quarter  section  four  miles  below  Cooke’s  and  two  miles  above  Gilmanton. 

As  soon  as  the  Cooke  party  arrived  they  built  two  log  cabins,  one 
14  by  16  feet,  and  the  other  12  by  16  feet.  A  log  barn  was  built  for  the 
horses,  surrounded  by  a  shed  for  the  stock.  Preparations  were  made  for 
the  winter,  wild  hay  was  cut  for  the  stock,  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
was  broken. 

Then  came  the  famous  winter  of  1856-57,  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow. 
The  snow  came  unexpectedly  on  November  12,  and  remained  until  late  in 
April.  The  Cookes  were  not  anticipating  a  winter  of  such  length  or 
severity.  Only  a  few  days  before,  Mr.  Cooke  had  killed  two  or  there  deer, 
and  knowing  the  supply  to  be  so  plentiful,  had  thrown  the  front  quarters 
to  the  dogs,  preserving  the  hind  quarters.  But  there  was  no  more  until 
spring,  and  the  little  venison  thus  preserved  was  all  the  fresh  meat  the 
family  had  through  the  winter.  The  little  pioneer  cabins  were  prac¬ 
tically  snowbound.  A  track  was  beaten  to  the  creek  and  to  the  sheds. 
Before  the  spring  came,  the  hay  had  all  given  out,  and  the  stock  subsisted 
in  part  by  browsing  upon  trees  cut  down  for  that  purpose.  Several  calves 
died.  In  April,  Chauncey  Cooke,  brother  of  Samuel  S.  Cooke,  managed  to 
get  to  the  family  with  news  that  James  Buchanan  had  been  elected  and 
inaugurated  president  of  the  United  States;  a  bitter  alternative  to  the 
friends  of  the  slave  of  whom  Samuel  Cooke  and  his  sons  became  known 
in  their  community. 
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With  the  opening  of  spring  settlers  began  to  come  in.  Among  the 
first  were  Edward  Cartwright  and  party.  This  party  consisted  of  Edward 
Cartwright  and  wife,  a  son  Ezra,  with  wife  and  child,  a  son  Edward.  Jr., 
unmarried,  and  a  son-in-law,  Charles  Spaulding,  with  wife  and  child.  They 
settled  in  the  valley  above  Cookes.  Spaulding  abandoned  his  claim  the 
next  year.  The  Cartwrights  remained  for  some  years.  Carl  Crandall 
settled  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  and  remained  a  few  years.  Marvin 
and  James  Pierce  had  a  considerable  tract  north  and  east  of  Cooke’s,  and 
had  it  cultivated  several  years  by  employees.  In  1858,  their  nephew,  Theo¬ 
dore  Lockwood,  settled  thereon.  W.  H.  H.  Amidon  was  the  first  settler 
in  Bennett  Valley.  Other  early  settlers  were  Roderick  J.  Bailey,  S.  Wales 
Bailey,  George  Wooster  and  Edwin  Lovejoy.  The  last  named  was  a  cousin 
of  Rev.  E.  P.  Lovejoy,  the  famous  abolitionist,  who  was  shot  to  death  by 
a  mob  while  defending  his  printing  plant  from  destruction  at  Alton,  I1L, 
in  1837.  Edwin  Lovejoy  and  Samuel  S.  Cooke  were  both  strongly  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  anti-slavery  movement  and  thus  became  warm  friends. 
Mr.  Cooke  continued  to  live  on  his  farm,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
from  1868  to  1874,  until  April  10,  1879,  when  he  died. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 
PEPIN  COUNTY 

Pepin  County  is  located  in  the  western  part  of  Wisconsin,  its  neigh¬ 
boring  counties  being  Dunn  and  Pierce  on  the  north,  Buffalo  on  the  south 
and  east,  and  Pierce  on  the  north  and  west.  The  neighboring  Minnesota 
counties  are  Goodhue  and  Wabasha.  Its  northern  boundary  is  the  line  be¬ 
tween  Towns  25  and  26,  and  the  line  north  of  Sections  25,  26, 
27,  28,  29  and  30,  Town  24,  Range  15  west,  and  Sections  25 
and  26,  Town  24,  Range  16  west.  Its  eastern  boundary  is  the  line  between 
Ranges  10  and  11,  and  the  Chippewa  River,  which  flows  nearly  southerly 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  Range  13,  Town  24,  bearing  slightly  to  the 
west  until  it  enters  the  Mississippi  River  in  Range  14,  Town  22.  Its  south¬ 
ern  boundary  is  the  line  between  Towns  24  and  25,  and  Lake  Pepin  almost 
due  southeast  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Section  25,  Town  24,  Range  16 
west,  until  it  receives  the  Chippewa  in  Town  22,  Range  14.  Its  western 
boundary  is  Lake  Pepin  and  the  line  between  Ranges  14  and  15.  The 
Chippewa  River  runs  across  the  country  from  northeast  to  southwest,  con¬ 
sequently  the  drainage  is  good  and  the  natural  advantages  are  great.  The 
general  surface  of  the  country  is  level,  though  some  portions  of  it  are 
slightly  undulating.  East  of  the  Chippewa  River  are  found  Cranberry, 
Fall,  Dutch  and  Bear  creeks ;  the  three  former  flowing  northward  nearly, 
and  entering  the  Chippewa  in  the  vicinity  of  Meridian,  Dunn  County,  and 
the  latter  flowing  due  northwest  and  entering  the  Chippewa  in  the  town 
of  Durand,  on  Section  16,  Range  13  west.  Bear  Creek  has  its  source  in 
Buffalo  County;  the  others  find  their  sources  in  Pepin  County,  and  are 
formed  by  springs  in  the  marshes  on  the  lower  lands.  On  each  side  of 
Cranberry  Creek  are  found  various  small  cranberry  marshes,  hence,  its 
name.  On  the  west  side  of  the  Chippewa  River,  the  first  stream  of  any  im¬ 
portance  is  the  Eau  Galle  River,  which  runs  a  little  east  of  south,  and  en¬ 
ters  the  Chippewa  in  the  town  of  Waterville,  on  Section  30,  Range  13  west. 
This  river,  in  former  days,  bore  a  great  amount  of  pine  lumber  from  the 
northern  counties,  all  of  which  entered  the  Chippewa  in  Pepin  County. 
The  next  stream  is  the  Little  Missouri  Creek,  which  has  its  source  in  Dunn 
County,  and  flows  nearly  southward  and  enters  into  the  Eau  Galle  about 
half  a  mile  from  its  mouth,  on  Section  7,  Town  25,  Range  13.  The  next 
stream  is  the  Arkansaw  Creek,  which  has  its  source  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  town  of  Waterville,  on  Section  6.  Its  general  direction  is  due 
southeast  and  empties  into  the  Eau  Galle  on  Section  24,  Town  25,  Range  14. 
The  next  stream  is  the  Porcupine  Creek,  which  has  its  source  in  Pierce 
County,  and  flowing  in  a  general  southeasterly  direction,  empties  into  Plum 
Creek  on  Section  17,  Town  24,  Range  4.  The  next  stream  west  is  Plum 
Creek,  which  also  has  a  general  southeasterly  direction,  and  empties  into 
the  Chippewa  River  on  Section  26,  Town  24,  Range  14.  The  next  stream  is 
Little  Plum  Creek,  which  has  its  source  on  Section  30,  Town  24,  Range  14, 
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flow  also  in  a  southeasterly  direction  and  empties  into  Plum  Creek  about 
half  a  mile  from  its  mouth.  Roaring  Creek  has  its  source  on  Section  1, 
Town  23,  Range  15,  and  runs  in  a  southeasterly  direction  and  empties  into 
Lake  Pepin,  near  its  southern  end,  on  Section  31,  Town  23,  Range  14. 
Lost  Creek  has  its  source  on  Section  2,  Town  23,  Range  15.  This  stream 
runs  due  south,  and  loses  itself  about  a  mile  north  of  Lake  Pepin.  Bogus 
Creek  has  its  source  on  Section  4,  Town  23,  Range  15,  flows  due  south 
and  empties  into  the  lake  on  Section  21,  Town  23,  Range  15.  Near  the 
central  part  of  the  county  from  the  middle  of  Section  36,  in  the  town  of 
Waterville,  and  extending  through  Sections  1,  2  and  11,  in  the  town  of 
Frankfort,  is  Dead  Lake.  This  lake  is  about  three  miles  in  length  by  one- 
half  mile  in  width,  and  is  supplied  by  springs.  Its  outlet  is  the  Chippewa 
River. 

The  Chippewa  River  and  Eau  Galle  River  are  navigable  for  rafts,  and 
the  former  was  once  navigable  for  boats  of  small  tonnage.  All  of  the  above 
streams  afford  abundant  water-power,  a  resource,  as  yet,  but  litle  used, 
although  a  number  of  flour  mills,  and  a  few  sawmills,  have  been  erected  at 
various  times.  Most  of  the  creeks  are  formed  by  springs,  and  as  most  of 
them  are  stocked,  trout  is  quite  plentiful.  The  two  larger  rivers,  and 
Lake  Pepin,  furnish  many  fish,  and  at  Pepin  the  fishing  industry  reaches 
large  proportions. 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  county  is  mostly  prairie,  originally  inter¬ 
spersed  with  oak  openings,  hay  marshes  and  tamarack  swamps.  The  central 
portion  in  the  Eau  Galle  and  Chippewa  bottoms  originally  consisted  of  a 
great  natural  meadow.  The  western  portion  is  more  rolling,  and  was  origi¬ 
nally  covered  with  hardwood  timber  such  as  oak,  asn,  elm,  maple,  bass¬ 
wood,  butternut  and  birch,  forming  a  part  of  the  “Big  Woods.”  The  soil 
in  the  eastern  portion  is  a  rich  loam.  In  the  region  originally  timbered 
it  is  a  heavy  loam  with  clay  subsoil. 

Geologically,  there  is  much  of  interest  concerning  Pepin  County. 
There  is  found  here,  quite  generally  the  top  of  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  and 
the  bottom  of  the  Magnesian  limestone.  The  bed-rocks  have  been  seen 
cropping  out  in  places  in  the  Chippewa  River.  The  Potsdam  sandstone, 
varying  from  100  to  150  feet  in  thickness,  which  appears  to  be  filled  up 
with  a  great  many  kinds  of  trilobites  and  various  kinds  of  insects,  the 
nearer  the  top  of  the  sandstone  the  more  trilobites,  then  comes  for  a  few 
feet  in  thickness  a  rather  impure  limestone  on  the  hill-tops,  the  county 
being  rather  broken,  with  ranges  of  high  hills  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chip¬ 
pewa  River.  The  soil,  between  the  hills,  varies  from  a  few  feet  to  about 
one  hundred  feet  in  thickness  above  the  sandstone,  and  appears  to  be  made 
up  of  drift  earth  and  stones  of  many  kinds.  It  appears  in  many  places  like 
a  sand  bar  in  a  river.  Stones  of  nearly  every  formation,  from  small  peb¬ 
bles  to  large  syenite  and  granite  bowlders  of  two  thousand  pounds  or  more 
in  weight,  are  scattered  throughout  the  valleys.  The  soils  are  of  various 
kinds,  from  a  coarse  sand  to  the  finest  black  muck.  The  sandstones  are  a 
very  fair  rock  for  building  purposes.  Some  of  the  limestone  makes  a  first- 
class  lime  for  plastering  purposes.  All  of  these  rocks  where  they  crop  out 
show  marks  of  water  and  ice.  On  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  found  large 
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quantities  of  porous  flint  rocks  which  are  full  of  fossil  shells,  also  bowlders 
of  quartz,  syenite,  granite,  etc.,  scattered  over  the  surface. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  Chippewa  River  the  rocks  are  very  much  the 
same,  but  the  limestone  becomes  thicker  to  the  westward,  and  the  sand¬ 
stones  are  very  rarely  brought  to  view.  Twenty  or  thirty  miles  west  of 
the  Chippewa  River,  the  limestone  reaches  the  thickness  of  400  feet  and 
over,  and  in  many  places  the  rocks  are  almost  entirely  made  up  of  shells, 
different  from  what  are  found  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  These  shells 
vary  in  size  from  the  size  of  a  man’s  thumb  nail  to  two  inches  across. 

The  soil  through  this  part  of  the  country  is  mostly  made  from  the  frag¬ 
ments  and  decay  of  lime  rocks,  but  even  here  at  an  elevation  of  from  500 
to  700  feet  above  the  Chippewa,  the  high  lands  are  strewn  with  these 
large  bowlders.  The  limestone  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chippewa  is  in  many 
places  well  adapted  for  building  purposes,  and  a  good  quality  of  lime  is 
made  from  the  same.  The  lands  west  of  the  Chippewa  River,  in  the  Mag¬ 
nesian  limestone  area,  was  originally  thickly  set  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
hardwood  timber,  and  is  well  watered  with  springs.  About  one-half  of  the 
towns  of  Waterville,  Stockholm,  Frankfort  and  Pepin  extend  into  the  lime¬ 
stone  region,  and  the  other  half  runs  to  the  river,  and  Lake  Pepin  occupy¬ 
ing  the  sandy  and  broken  soils  of  all  kinds. 

Mounds  abound  in  various  places  throughout  the  county.  A  few  have 
been  surveyed  and  some  have  been  opened  by  local  investigators,  and 
skeletons  and  stone  implements  found. 

The  land  now  included  in  Pepin  County  was  claimed  by  Wabasha’s 
band  of  Indians.  Wabasha’s  Indians  were  Dakotas,  the  Dakotas,  as  a 
branch  of  the  great  Siouan  family,  being  commonly  called  the  Sioux.  The 
claim  of  these  Dakotas  was,  however,  disputed  by  the  Chippewa,  who  made 
many  a  murderous  foray  down  the  Chippewa  Valley  against  their  ancient 
enemies.  The  Dakotas  relinquished  their  claim  by  a  treaty  signed  Dec.  29, 
1837,  but  war  parties  continued  to  surge  back  and  forth  through  the  val¬ 
ley,  several  battle  parties  passing  through  the  valley  as  late  as  1856. 
After  the  Minnesota  massacre  of  1862,  the  Indians  practically  disappeared 
from  this  region. 

The  first  white  men  to  view  the  county  were  Father  Louis  Hennepin 
and  his  two  companions,  in  1680.  The  first  white  men  to  establish  them¬ 
selves  in  the  county  were  Nicholas  Perrot,  and  his  companions,  who  prob 
ably  about  1686,  possible  had  a  fort  near  the  present  village  of  Stockholm. 
There  was  issued  the  proclamation  claiming  the  upper  Mississippi  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  France.  The  first  white  man  to  ascend  the  Chippewa 
for  any  considerable  distance  was  Jonathan  Carver,  in  1767. 

The  first  settler  in  the  county  was  John  McCain,  who  selected  a  claim 
in  what  is  now  Pepin  Township,  in  1844,  and  moved  onto  it  in  1846.  In 
that  year  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  assisted  by  his  cousin,  W.  B.  Newcomb, 
who  at  the  same  time  selected  a  claim  on  the  present  site  of  Pepin  Village, 
though  he  did  not  do  much  toward  its  development  until  several  years 
later. 

In  the  fall  of  1847  Robert,  William,  Samuel  and  J.  Hix  came  from  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  settled  four  miles  east  of  McCain,  on  Roaring  Creek,  near  the 
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trail  leading  up  the  Chippewa  River,  and  the  energy  and  public  spirit  dis¬ 
played  by  these  men  in  laying  out  and  working  roads  in  different  directions, 
soon  had  the  effect  to  settle  the  country,  and  their  prospect  seemed  hope¬ 
ful.  In  1848  James  White,  from  Beloit,  settled  west,  and  S.  Newcomb, 
from  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  settled  two  miles  north  of  the  McCain  farm. 
Truman  Curtis  came  in  1849,  and  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
in  the  present  town  of  Waubeek. 

Pepin  County  was  formed  from  Dunn  County,  by  a  special  act  of  the 
legislature,  approved  Feb.  25,  1858.  This  act  also  located  the  county  seat 
on  Section  25,  in  Township  23,  of  Range  15  west,  the  village  of  Pepin.  By 
the  same  act,  the  Governor  was  requested  to  appoint  the  necessary  county 
officers,  who  were  to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  the  following  January. 
He  appointed  Henry  D.  Barron,  county  judge;  N.  W.  Grippin,  clerk  of  the 
court;  Benjamin  Allen,  district  attorney;  Ebenezer  Lathrop,  treasurer; 
Edward  Livingston,  sheriff ;  U.  B.  Shaver,  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervis¬ 
ors;  Lucius  Cannon,  register  of  deeds;  J.  C.  Wolcott,  surveyor;  W.  F.  Hol¬ 
brook,  coroner.  The  first  election  for  county  officers  occurred  Nov.  2,  1858, 
and  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Lyman  Gale,  sheriff;  George  B.  Rickard, 
treasurer;  M.  B.  Axtell,  district  attorney;  U.  B.  Shaver,  county  clerk;  B.  T. 
Hastings,  clerk  of  the  court;  A.  W.  Miller,  surveyor. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held  at  Pepin, 
March  15,  1858.  The  supervisors  were  J.  C.  Davis  from  Pepin  Township, 
and  L.  G.  Wood  from  Bear  Creek  Township,  the  clerk  being  U.  B.  Shaver. 
Davis  was  a  young  attorney  of  Pepin,  who  soon  after  moved  to  Wabasha. 
Wood  and  Shaver  were  both  surveyors.  W.  F.  Holbrook,  of  Pepin,  was 
present  at  the  meeting  and  attempted  to  take  part  in  it.  On  motion  of 
Wood,  Davis  was  made  chairman.  The  bonds  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer 
were  approved.  Wood  introduced  a  resolution  creating  the  towns  of  Albany, 
Lima,  Waubeek  and  Frankfort,  and  a  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  was 
made  by  Mr.  Holbrook.  But  he  was  ruled  out,  and  the  motion  was  lost, 
Mr.  Wood  voting  for  it,  and  Mr.  Davis  against  it. 

At  the  township  election  in  April,  1858,  L.  G.  W.  Wood  was  chosen 
chairman  of  Bear  Creek  Township,  and  H.  D.  Barron,  of  Pepin.  Although 
the  act  creating  the  towns  of  Albany,  Lima  and  Frankfort  had  not  passed 
the  previous  county  board,  the  towns  of  Albany  and  Lima  made  an  attempt 
at  organization.  Under  this  attempted  organization  they  did  not  attempt 
to  seat  members  of  the  county  board,  but  they  did  attempt  to  secure  repre¬ 
sentation  on  the  board  of  equalization.  The  assessor  elected  from  Bear 
Creek  was  V.  W.  Dorin,  the  assessor  elected  from  Pepin  was  P.  M.  Mc- 
Inerney.  Emerson  M.  Crandall  claimed  to  be  the  assessor  from  Albany 
and  Charles  Gwiss  from  Lima.  These  four,  together  with  the  county 
clerk,  U.  B.  Shaver,  met  at  Pepin  Sept.  20,  1858,  for  the  purpose  of  equaliz¬ 
ing  the  county  taxes.  But  the  clerk  refused  to  recognize  Messrs.  Crandall 
and  Gwiss,  as  they  had  no  credentials,  and  Mr.  Dorwin,  who  believed  that 
they  should  be  given  membership  in  the  board,  withdrew  from  the  meeting 
with  them.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Mclnerney  took  the  chair  and  adjourned  the 
meeting  until  the  next  day,  at  which  time  he  sat  alone  as  the  equalization 
board  and  rendered  the  opinion  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  so 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


962 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


little  personal  property  in  Bear  Creek  Township,  no  reduction  should  be 
made  in  the  valuation  per  acre  placed  on  real  estate. 

The  chairmen  of  the  county  board  have  been:  1858 — J.  C.  Davis; 
1859 — Henry  D.  Barron  and  Henry  Barber;  1860 — Henry  Barber;  1861 — 
S.  D.  Washburn;  1862 — Henry  Barber;  1863 — S.  L.  Plummer  and  Henry 
Barber;  1864-69— Henry  Barber;  1870-1874— C.  W.  Dorin;  1875-78— 
George  Tarrant;  1879-1882 — V.  W.  Dorin;  1883-1885 — S.  L.  Plummer; 
1886 — W.  H.  Huntington;  1887-1888 — V.  W.  Dorin;  1889 — P.  J.  Ryan; 
1890 — A.  R.  Dorwin;  1891-1892 — S.  L.  Hunstable;  1893 — D.  C.  Topping; 
1894— C.  M.  Hilliard;  1895— P.  J.  Ryan;  1896— G.  Dowd;  1897-1900— S.  L. 
Hunstable;  1901 — Charles  Richardson;  1902-1906 — Fred  Knaack;  1907- 
1908— M.  Dorwin;  1908— W.  A.  Parker;  1910-1911— E.  J.  Ryan;  1912— 
W.  A.  Parker;  1913 — Fred  Pittman;  1914-1916 — M.  Dorwin;  1917 — John 
Brunner,  Jr.;  1918 — M.  Dorwin. 

The  rapid  growth  of  Durand  caused  that  place  to  aspire  to  county  seat 
honors.  A  vote  taken  in  November,  1859,  resulted  in  a  vote  of  348  in  favor 
of  the  removal  from  Pepin  to  Durand,  and  351  against  it.  The  question 
was  again  before  the  voters  in  November,  1861,  and  the  decision  reversed, 
by  a  vote  of  429  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and  327  against  it.  The  seat  of 
government  was  accordingly  taken  before  the  courts.  After  long  litigation, 
a  decision  was  rendered  by  *he  courts  in  1867,  confirming  the  removal.  In 
a  few  years  Arkansas  b  came  an  aspirant  for  county  seat  honors,  and  as 
early  as  1872,  when  the  building  of  the  courthouse  was  considered,  peti¬ 
tions  were  presented  to  the  county  board,  asking  for  the  removal,  before  the 
county  should  be  put  to  the  expense  of  erecting  a  building  on  a  site  which 
later  might  have  to  be  changed.  In  November,  1881,  the  voters  were  cal’ed 
upon  to  consider  the  question  of  removing  the  county  seat  to  Arkansas,  a 
proposition  which  was  decided  favorably  by  a  vote  of  697  to  648.  The  next 
year  the  question  of  removing  the  county  seat  back  to  Durand  was  voted 
upon,  but  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  357  for  the  proposition,  and  764  against 
it.  But  in  1886  a  vote  was  again  taken  on  removing  the  county  seat  back 
to  Durand,  and  this  time  a  favorable  decision  was  reached  by  a  vote  of 
937  to  618.  The  courthouse,  a  sightly  structure  of  simple  lines,  standing 
on  a  favorite  site,  was  started  in  1873,  and  completed  the  next  year,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $7,000. 

'The  first  judge  to  preside  in  Pepin  County  was  S.  S.  N.  Fuller.  He 
held  court  at  Pepin  Village  in  1858.  Judge  Fuller  resigned  Oct.  1,  1860, 
Henry  D.  Barron  was  appointed.  He  was  followed  by  L.  P.  Wetherby,  who 
served  one  term.  Then  came  H.  L.  Humphrey,  who  was  twice  elected. 
Judge  Humphey  resigned  March  1,  1877,  to  enter  Congress.  Then  came  the 
famous  fight  for  the  position  which  is  still  a  conspicuous  phase  in  western 
Wisconsin  politics.  John  C.  Spooner  strongly  favored  Egbert  B.  Bundy, 
of  Menomonie.  He  could  not  persuade  the  Governor  to  appoint  him,  but  he 
did  obtain  the  Governor’s  promise  not  to  appoint  anyone.  A  convention 
was  called  at  Baldwin,  and  several  candidates  were  brought  forward.  In 
this  contest  John  Fraser  and  Horace  E.  Houghton,  of  Durand,  both  took 
a  prominent  part.  Seventy-eight  ballots  were  taken  before  Judge  Bundy 
was  chosen  as  the  candidate.  The  disgruntled  ones  at  once  put  Horace 
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E.  Houghton  in  the  field  as  a  candidate,  but  he  was  defeated.  Judge  Bundy 
served  until  Jan.  1,  1897,  in  all  nearly  twenty  years.  He  was  followed  by 
E.  W.  Helms.  Judge  Helms  resigned  Jan.  1,  1914,  and  George  Thompson, 
of  Thompson,  has  since  been  on  the  bench. 

When  Pepin  County  was  created  in  1858,  it  was  included  in  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit,  which  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Eau  Claire,  Chip¬ 
pewa,  Dunn,  Pepin,  Pierce,  St.  Croix,  Polk  (to  which  Burnett  was  attached 
for  judicial  purposes),  LaPointe  and  Douglass. 

In  1876,  the  circuit  was  reduced  to  St.  Croix,  Pierce,  Dunn  and 
Pepin  counties;  the  Thirteenth  Circuit,  created  that  year,  taking  Eau 
Claire  from  the  Eighth ;  and  Buffalo  and  Trempealeau  from  the  Sixth. 

The  Thirteenth  Circuit  went  out  of  existence  in  1878,  and  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Eau  Claire  and  Buffalo  were  placed  in  the  Eighth,  while  Trem¬ 
pealeau  was  placed  in  the  Sixth. 

In  1878,  the  Eighth  was  made  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Eau  Claire, 
Dunn,  St.  Croix,  Pierce,  Pepin  and  Buffalo. 

Eau  Claire  was  taken  with  Clark  and  Jackson  in  1891  to  form  the 
Seventeenth,  leaving  the  Eighth  with  its  present  counties  of  St.  Croix, 
Pierce,  Dunn,  Pepin  and  Buffalo. 

Among  the  early  attorneys  of  Pepin  County  were  H.  C.  Williams, 
M.  D.  Bartlett,  Frank  Clark,  H.  D.  Barr  oft,  .  D.  Gray,  H.  E.  Houghton 
and  John  Fraser. 

Private  banking  houses  were  started  in  Pepin  n  the  fifties,  one  being 
the  Oakwood  Bank,  of  which  B.  O’Connor  was  president  and  A.  C.  Allen 
cashier;  and  the  other  being  the  Chippewa  Bank,  ot  which  E.  Lathrop 
was  president  and  J.  C.  Mann  cashier.  These  institutions  loaned  money 
to  the  pre-emptors  at  a  high  rate  of  interest,  and  also  dealt  in  land  war¬ 
rants.  They  were  in  existence  but  a  few  years. 

The  oldest  bank  in  the  county  is  the  Bank  of  Durand,  founded  in  1884. 
The  next  is  the  First  National  Bank  of  Durand,  founded  as  the  State  Bank 
of  Durand  in  1890.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin  was  founded  as  the 
State  Bank  of  Pepin  in  1911. 

In  the  past  ten  years,  the  banking  business  of  Pepin  County  has 
increased  about  fourfold.  In  1905,  the  Bank  of  Durand  had  a  capital  of 
$25,000,  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $12,033.12;  deposits  of  $206,- 
988.34;  loans  and  discounts  of  $184,240.32.  The  State  Bank  of  Durand 
has  a  capital  of  $25,000 ;  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $3,251.55 ;  deposits 
of  $66,109.47 ;  loans  and  discounts,  $63,769.49.  The  total  for  the  county 
was:  Capital,  $50,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $15,284.67;  deposits, 
$273,097.81;  loans  and  discounts,  $248,009.81. 

In  1910  the  Bank  of  Durand  had  a  capital  of  $25,000;  surplus  and 
undivided  profits  of  $25,946.46;  deposits  of  $360,828.32;  loans  and  dis¬ 
counts  of  $278,340.99.  The  State  Bank  of  Durand  had  a  capital  of  $25,000 ; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $3,973.11;  deposits  of  $163,251.00;  loans 
and  discounts  of  $142,870.86.  The  total  for  the  county  was:  Capital, 
$50,000 ;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $29,919.57 ;  deposits,  $524,079.32 ; 
loans  and  discounts,  $421,211.85. 

Much  progress  in  banking  was  made  in  the  next  five  years.  In  1915 
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the  Bank  of  Durand  had  a  capital  of  $25,000;  surplus  and  undivided 
profits  of  $32,624.96;  deposits  of  $441,660.62;  loans  and  discounts  of 
$418,642.64.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin  had  a  capital  of  $35,000; 
surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $12,880.14 ;  deposits  of  $258,295.65 ;  loans 
and  discounts  of  $236,190.79.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin  had  a 
capital  of  $25,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $2,791.72;  deposits  of 
$94,577.66;  loans  and  discounts  of  $96,487.60.  The  total  for  the  county 
was:  Capital,  $85,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $48,296.82;  deposits, 
$794,533.97;  loans  and  discounts,  $751,321.03. 

When  Pepin  County  was  created  in  1858,  it  had  a  population  oi  less 
than  2,000.  In  1860,  the  population  was  2,392,  in  1870  it  was  4,659;  in 
1880  it  was  6,226;  in  1890  it  was  6,932;  in  1895  it  was  7,567;  in  1900  it 
was  7,905;  in  1905  it  was  7,569;  in  1910  it  was  7,577;  and  at  the  present 
time  it  is  probably  not  much  changed.  The  population  of  the  various 
towns,  cities  and  villages  at  the  various  periods  of  the  county's  develop¬ 
ment  are  as  follows:  Albany:  1860 — 104;  1870 — 275;  1880 — 431;  1890 — 
459 ;  1895—568 ;  1900—650 ;  1905—612 ;  1910—624.  Durand  City  (included 
in  Durand  township  in  census  of  1860  and  1870) :  1880 — 642;  1890 — 1,154; 
1895—1,372  (first  ward,  544;  second  ward,  828);  1900—1,458;  1905— 
1,359  (first  ward,  563;  second  ward,  796);  1900 — 1,503  (first  ward,  588; 
second  ward,  914).  Dura-  Township:  1860 — 427  (including  Durand  Vil¬ 
lage)  ;  1870 — 917  (in<i\  -"'.g  Durand  Village)  ;  1880 — 642  (877  with  Durand 
Village);  1890—253,  1895—250;  1900—267;  1905—247;  1910—236. 
Frankfort:  1360—251;  1870—340;  1880—639;  1890—648;  1895—775; 
1900— 877 j  1905— S88;  1910— 856.  Lima:  1860— 175;  1870— 477;  1880— 
605;  1890—765;  1895—748;  1900—743;  1905—763;  1910—730.  Pepm: 
1860—867;  1870—956;  1880—1,515;  1890—1,491;  1895—1,194  (with  vil¬ 
lage,  1,569);  1900—1,142;  1905—1,071;  1910—1,023.  Pepin  Village  (in¬ 
cluded  in  Pepin  township  in  previous  censuses) :  1895 — 375 ;  1900 — 407 ; 
1905—398;  1910—397.  Stockholm:  1860—209;  1870-409;  1880—763; 
1890—711;  1895—743;  1900—671;  1905—396;  1910—392.  Stockholm 
Village  (included  in  Stockholm  township  in  previous  censuses) :  1905 — 244 ; 
1910—204.  Waterville:  1870—835;  1880—1,197;  1890—1,287;  1895— 
1,382;  1900—1,522;  1905—1,446;  1910—1,462.  Waubeck  Township:  1870 
—360;  1880—197;  1890—164;  1895—160;  1900—168;  1905—145;  1910— 
150. 

Agriculture  on  its  fertile  acres,  and  logging  on  the  Chippewa  have 
been  the  principal  industries  in  Chippewa  County  since  its  first  settlement, 
and  of  these  agriculture  has  taken  a  predominating  place. 

In  1860  there  were  25,456  acres  of  land  in  farms  in  Pepin  County. 
This  would  be  but  little  more  than  two  sections  more  than  one  complete 
government  township,  a  government  township  containing  23,040  acres. 
Of  this  land,  but  5,271  acres  were  under  cultivation,  a  tract  which  if  all 
the  cultivated  area  were  contiguous  would  be  less  than  three  miles  square. 
The  cash  value  of  the  farms  of  the  county  was  estimated  at  $228,780,  while 
the  value  of  implements  and  machinery  was  estimated  at  $10,354.  There 
were  but  191  horses  and  two  mules.  Oxen  were  still  being  used  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  there  being  206  in  the  county.  The  milch  cows  numbered 
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306,  and  the  steers,  bulls  and  calves  550.  There  were  but  30  sheep  in  the 
county,  but  the  swine  industry  had  become  important,  there  being  1,391 
hogs,  a  little  more  than  one  for  every  two  people  in  the  county.  The  total 
live  stock  in  the  county  had  an  estimated  value  of  $35,543.  Corn  was  the 
principal  crop,  there  being  raised  27,910  bushels  of  corn,  19,775  bushels 
of  potatoes,  16,741  bushels  of  wheat,  13,728  bushels  of  oats,  and  164  bushels 
of  rye.  An  estimate  of  the  peas  and  beans  raised  was  364  bushels.  The 
tobacco,  all  grown  for  home  use,  amounted  to  about  fifty  pounds.  The 
thirty  sheep  produced  but  70  pounds  of  wool,  all  used  at  home. 

The  story  of  agriculture  in  the  county  since  then  is  briefly  told  in  the 
statistics  of  the  United  States  census  as  follows: 

1870.  Number  of  farms,  471 ;  under  three  acres,  8;  from  3  to  9  acres, 
inclusive,  28;  from  10  to  19  acres,  inclusive,  59;  from  20  to  49  acres,  in¬ 
clusive,  218;  from  50  to  99  acres,  inclusive,  124;  100  to  500  acres,  inclusive, 
34.  1880.  Number  of  farms,  902;  from  3  to  9  acres,  inclusive,  5;  from 
10  to  19  acres,  inclusive,  18;  from  20  to  49  acres,  inclusive,  172;  from  50 
to  99  acres,  inclusive,  324;  from  100  to  499  acres,  381;  from  500  to  999 
acres,  inclusive,  2.  1890.  Number  of  farms,  964;  from  3  to  9  acres,  inclu¬ 
sive,  3;  from  10  to  19  acres,  inclusive,  9;  from  20  to  49  acres,  inclusive, 
204;  from  50  to  99  acres  inclusive,  293;  from  100  to  499  acres,  inclusive, 
449;  from  500  to  999  acres  inclusive,  5 ;  over  1,000  acres,  1.  1900.  Number 
of  farms,  1,054;  under  3  acres,  5;  from  3  to  9  acres,  inclusive,  15;  from 
10  to  19  acres,  inclusive,  10;  from  20  to  49  acres,  inclusive,  168;  from  50 
to  99  acres,  inclusive,  278;  from  100  to  499  acres,  inclusive,  578;  from  500 
to  999  acres  inclusive,  5.  1910.  Number  of  farms,  1,038;  under  3  acres, 
3;  from  3  to  9  acres,  inclusive,  19;  from  10  to  19  acres,  inclusive,  33;  from 
20  to  49  acres,  inclusive,  150;  from  50  to  99  acres,  inclusive,  259;  from 
100  to  499  acres  inclusive,  564 ;  from  500  to  999  acres  inclusive,  10. 

In  the  half  century  from  1860  to  1910  the  cultivated  area  increased 
from  5,271  acres  to  61,500  acres,  and  the  value  of  farm  land  and  buildings 
increased  from  $228,780  to  $4,931,201. 

Oxen:  1870 — 491;  1880 — 142;  1890 — 94.  Dairy  cows:  1870 — 1,298; 
1880—2,275;  1890—3,455;  1900-4,062;  1910—6,593.  Horses:  1870— 
958 ;  1880—1,664 ;  1890—2,438 ;  1900—2,775 ;  1910—3,406.  Asses  and  bur¬ 
ros:  1870—30;  1880—144;  1890—82;  1900—28;  1910—11.  Swine:  1870 
—2,818;  1880—3,415;  1890—6,712;  1900—14,316;  1910—12,495.  Sheep: 
1870—2,746;  1880—3,560;  1890—4,159;  1900—5,046;  1910—7,572. 

Corn:  1870 — 108,232  bushels;  1880 — 158,013  bushels,  5,553  acres; 
1890 — 268,431  bushels,  9,803  acres;  1900 — 345,290  bushels,  11,581  acres; 
1910 — 314,305  bushels,  10,470  acres.  Oats:  1870 — 79,378  bushels;  1880 — 
135,541  bushels,  4,125  acres;  1890 — 244,897  bushels,  7,175  acres;  1900 — 
446,720  bushels,  12,111  acres;  1910 — 411,502  bushels,  12,800  acres.  Bar¬ 
ley:  1870—7,419  bushels;  1880—9,170  bushels,  357  acres;  1890—42,450 
bushels,  1,529  acres;  1900 — 190,750  bushels,  6,736  acres;  1910 — 247,875 
bushels,  9,511  acres.  Wheat :  1870 — 97,990  bushels ;  1880 — 184,396  bush¬ 
els,  15,345  acres ;  1890 — 124,447  bushels,  7,402  acres ;  1900 — 93,510  bushels, 
5,420  acres ;  1910 — 40,996  bushels,  1,803  acres.  Rye :  1870 — 4,774  bushels ; 
1880 — 16,521  bushels,  1,434  acres;  1890 — 28,250  bushels,  2,066  acres;  1900 
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— 45,490  bushels,  4,260  acres;  1910 — 50,964  bushels,  3,932  acres.  Buck¬ 
wheat:  1870 — 5,086  bushels;  1880 — 2,717  bushels,  224  acres;  1890 — 9,985 
bushels,  818  acres;  1900 — 8,140  bushels,  554  acres;  1910 — 1,907  bushels, 
128  acres.  Potatoes:  1870 — 27,187  bushels;  1880 — 47,313  bushels;  1890 — 
96,750  bushels,  812  acres;  1900 — 79,713  bushels,  723  acres;  1910 — 66,610 
bushels,  514  acres. 

The  annual  report  of  George  Schmidt,  assessor  of  incomes,  for  the 
year  of  1917,  when  the  patriotic  farmers  of  Pepin  County  were  putting 
forth  their  best  efforts  to  assist  in  feeding  the  country  contains  many  items 
of  great  interest.  In  that  year  there  were  no  less  than  3,974  horses  in  the 
county  divided  as  follows :  Albany,  633 ;  Durand,  227 ;  Frankfort,  486 ; 
Lima,  577;  Pepin,  705;  Stockholm,  299;  Waterville,  718;  Waubeek,  153; 
Durand  City,  118;  Pepin  Village,  37;  Stockholm  Village,  21.  The  meat 
cattle  were  numbered  at  12,168,  divided  as  follows:  Albany,  1,671;  Durand, 
801;  Frankfort,  1,814;  Lima,  1,762;  Pepin,  2,406;  Stockholm,  785;  Water¬ 
ville,  2,319;  Waubeek,  439;  Durand  City,  78;  Pepin  Village,  29;  Stockholm 
Village,  64.  There  were  4,199  sheep  assessed  in  the  county,  divided  as 
follows:  Albany,  876;  Durand,  375;  Frankfort,  804;  Lima,  272;  Pepin,  874; 
Stockholm,  none;  Waterville,  910;  Waubeek,  88;  Durand  City,  Pepin  Vil¬ 
lage  and  Stockholm  Village,  none.  The  swine  numbered  3,155,  divided  as 
follows:  Albany,  499;  Durand,  219;  Frankfort,  304;  Lima,  554;  Pepin, 
578;  Stockholm,  152;  Waterville,  700;  Waubeek,  142;  Durand  City,  7; 
Pepin  and  Stockholm  villages,  7.  There  are  421  automobiles,  divided  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Albany,  36;  Durand,  17;  Frankfort,  41;  Lima,  46;  Pepin,  66;  Stock¬ 
holm,  27 ;  Waterville,  68 ;  Waubeek,  68 ;  Durand  City,  69 ;  Pepin  Village,  27 ; 
Stockholm  Village,  17. 

Horticulture  is  proving  an  industry  of  increasing  importance.  In 
1890  there  were  about  1,000  trees  in  the  county  yielding  about  600  bushels. 
Now  there  are  over  ten  thousand  trees  yielding  more  than  12,000  bushels 
annually.  A  few  cherries  and  plums  are  grown  for  home  use.  The  making 
of  maple  sugar  for  home  use  has  continued  since  the  early  days,  and  some 
sugar  and  syrup  are  now  shipped  to  nearby  cities. 

The  Pepin  County  Agricultural  Society  was  organized  in  Durand 
in  March,  1878.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  S.  L.  Plummer;  secre¬ 
tary,  W.  H.  H.  Matteson;  treasurer,  George  Tarrant.  Shortly  after  its 
formation  the  citizens  of  Durand  fitted  up  the  grounds  with  funds  raised 
by  subscription,  and  the  first  fair  was  held  in  September  of  the  same  year. 
There  is  a  fine  half-mile  track,  a  good  grandstand  and  other  buildings,  the 
grounds  covering  an  area  of  40  acres.  The  fairs  are  well  conducted,  and 
are  well  supported  and  patronized  by  the  local  public. 

Three  tragedies  of  more  than  local  interest  have  marked  the  history 
of  Pepin  County,  and  still  furnish  subjects  of  discussion  and  speculation, 
as  well  as  dispute  and  some  acrimony. 

The  first  was  the  murder  of  Ira  Bradley  Wheeler.  Wheeler,  commonly 
called  “Brad,”  was  a  man  about  forty  years  old,  who  lived  on  the  banks 
of  the  Chippewa,  at  Five  Mile  Bluff,  three  miles  west  of  Pepin  Village. 
His  wife,  Margaret  E.,  usually  called  “Mag,”  was  a  comely  young  woman 
of  twenty-three.  They  had  two  children.  A  young  man  named  James 
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E.  Carter,  lived  with  them,  and  he  and  Wheeler  supplied  the  river  steam¬ 
boats  with  fuel. 

The  neighborhood  was  a  friendly  one,  and  the  three  were  accustomed 
to  spend  the  evenings  with' their  friends  playing  cards.  On  Saturday, 
March  24,  1866,  they  were  preparing  to  go  to  the  home  of  Carter’s  sister 
for  that  purpose,  when  Mrs.  Wheeler  began  to  upbraid  her  husband  with 
making  a  practice  of  cheating.  A  bitter  quarrel  ensued  in  which  Carter 
took  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  part.  Words  led  to  blows,  and  in  the  melee,  Wheeler 
was  killed.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Wheeler,  fearing  the  consequences  of  their 
act,  dropped  Wheeler  into  a  hole  in  the  ice,  and  then  backed  Wheeler’s 
horse  and  old  cutter  in  the  hole,  to  give  the  impression  that  he  had  been 
accidentally  drowned.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  were  arrested  on  sus¬ 
picion,  but  were  dismissed  for  lack  of  evidence.  Carter  continued  to  live 
at  the  Wheeler  home. 

When  the  ice  went  out  in  the  spring,  the  body  was  found,  and  the. 
inquest  revealed  that  Wheeler  had  met  death  from  a  blow  on  the  head, 
probably  inflicted  with  a  hatchet  or  a  gun  barrel.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
were  indicted,  and  taken  to  Eau  Claire  to  await  trial.  A  change  of  venue 
was  taken  first  to  Dunn  County  and  then  to  La  Crosse  County,  where  the 
prisoners  came  up  for  trial  in  May,  1867.  District  Attorney  John  Frazier 
conducted  the  prosecution,  assisted  by  Allan  Dawson,  of  Hudson.  The 
prisoners  were  defended  by  Alex  Meggett,  of  Eau  Claire,  and  J.  W.  Losey, 
of  La  Crosse.  Both  pleaded  not  guilty,  but  during  the  trial,  Carter  with¬ 
drew  his  plea,  and  confessed  that  he  had  committed  the  deed  with  a  gun 
barrel  after  Wheeler  had  attacked  him  with  a  club.  The  jury,  however, 
believed  that  he  was  shielding  Mrs.  Wheeler,  and  found  them  both  guilty 
of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  They  were  consequently  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment.  Carter  started  to  serve  out  his  sentence,  but  the  case 
of  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  appealed  and  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  (4th  Wis¬ 
consin,  52) .  In  the  meantime  she  was  cared  for  in  the  home  of  the  sheriff 
of  Eau  Claire  County.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  granted  and  she  was 
released,  but  she  was  immediately  rearrested  by  an  officer  of  Pepin  County. 
Escaping,  she  fled  south  with  a  former  suitor,  and  was  married.  No 
effort  was  made  to  follow  her.  She  died  at  Venice,  Ill.,  in  April,  1891. 
After  serving  for  several  years,  Carter  applied  for  a  pardon,  which  was 
granted  in  the  summer  of  1874.  He  claimed  that  Mrs.  Wheeler  had 
struck  the  fatal  blow  with  a  hatchet,  that  he  had  pleaded  guilty  at  the 
advice  of  friends  and  from  a  sense  of  chivalry,  and  that  Mrs.  Wheeler 
had  broken  her  promise  to  him  that  in  case  he  took  the  blame,  she  would 
be  faithful  to  him,  and  in  due  time  use  every  effort  to  secure  him  a  par¬ 
don.  Being  released,  Carter  became  a  decent  and  respectable  citizen, 
married,  and  lived  a  useful  life  as  foreman  of  a  lumber  mill  on  the 
Chippewa. 

Charles  G.  Coleman,  former  sheriff  of  Pepin  County,  and  Milton 
Coleman,  deputy  sheriff  of  Dunn  County,  were  shot  and  instantly  killed  on 
July  10,  1881,  by  Edward  and  Alonzo  Maxwell,  alias  Williams,  notorious 
criminals.  As  the  result  of  this  crime,  Edward  Maxwell  was  lynched  in 
the  courthouse  yard  at  Durand,  Nov.  19,  1881. 
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The  Maxwell  brothers,  “Ed”  and  “Lon,”  were  the  sons  of  a  refugee 
family,  which  arrived  in  Illinois  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  petty  thieving,  the  boys  soon  became  burglars,  horse  thieves, 
gunmen  and  jail-breakers.  As  the  result  of  their  crimes  “Ed”  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  six  years  and  “Lon”  to  three  years  in  the  penitentiary.  Upon 
his  release,  “Lon”  lived  in  various  towns  in  the  Chippewa  pineries,  mixing 
in  various  crimes,  but  escaping  conviction.  Upon  the  release  of  “Ed,” 
the  two  went  to  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  horse  stealing  once  more.  At 
last,  cornered  in  a  schoolhouse  by  a  posse,  they  fought  their  way  out,  and 
came  to  this  region.  A  general  alarm  was  sent  out,  and  all  the  officials  in 
the  Chippewa  Valley  were  on  the  lookout  for  the  criminals.  The  recovery 
of  an  abandoned  horse  and  buggy  by  Deputy  Sheriff  Miletus  Knight  con¬ 
firmed  the  belief  that  they  were  in  this  region.  Consequently,  when  on 
Sunday,  July  10,  1881,  two  strangers  made  inquiries  of  Frank  Goodrich  as 
to  the  location  of  the  jail  and  the  whereabouts  of  Knight,  and  had  William 
Goodrich  bring  them  across  the  river,  the  authorities  decided  to  investigate. 

Milton  Coleman,  who  was  on  his  way  to  his  home  in  Dunn  County 
from  Wabasha,  where  he  had  been  after  another  prisoner,  enlisted  the 
services  of  his  brother,  Charles  G.,  a  resident  of  Durand,  and  the  two 
started  out  after  the  strangers.  Knowing  the  desperate  character  of  the 
Maxwell  brothers  they  went  well  armed.  The  criminals  were  encountered 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  and  shots  were  exchanged,  both  of  the 
Colemans  being  killed  and  both  of  the  Maxwells  wounded.  The  Maxwells 
made  their  escape  and  continued  their  career  in  Pike  and  Calhoun  counties, 
Illinois.  In  the  latter  county,  to  escape  capture,  they  killed  the  sheriff 
and  wounded  two  members  of  his  posse  and  escaped  to  Nebraska.  There 
they  took  up  their  home  with  a  farmer  living  near  Grand  Island,  in  Hall 
County.  Suspicious  of  their  identity,  the  sheriff  of  that  county  went  to 
the  house  with  a  posse,  pretending  to  be  a  hunter,  accompanied  by  friends. 
In  this  manner  he  succeeded  in  arresting  “Ed,”  but  “Lon”  escaped.  “Ed” 
was  brought  back  to  Durand.  Then  followed  the  most  dramatic  incident 
in  the  history  of  the  county.  An  eye  witness  describes  the  event  as 
follows : 

Edward  Maxwell,  today,  waived  examination  before  an  earthly  judge, 
and  in  ten  minutes  was  summoned  before  the  Eternal  Judge.  He  was 
hanged  by  a  crowd  of  excited  Pepin  and  Dunn  county  citizens,  at  2:15  in 
the  afternoon,  in  front  of  at  least  500  people,  among  whom  were  the  brother, 
widow  and  children  of  one  of  his  victims. 

The  jail  in  Durand,  a' common  two-story  frame  house,  with  iron  grat¬ 
ings  at  the  windows  and  wooden  ones  inside,  a  flimsy,  insecure  structure 
throughout,  stands  on  a  little  eminence  about  a  block  and  a  half  from  the 
courthouse.  The  courthouse  is  surrounded  by  a  large  yard  in  which  are 
several  small  trees  and  one  large  tree,  one  with  a  projecting  limb  reaching 
to  the  walls  of  the  building.  When  I  reached  the  yard,  I  found  a  number 
of  people  therein,  all  talking  about  Maxwell,  and  all  waiting  patiently, 
though  it  was  far  from  warm  and  there  were  several  inches  of  snow  on 
the  ground,  for  a  sight  of  the  prisoner  when  he  should  be  brought  out  for 
his  preliminary  examination.  Most  of  those  gathered  there  seemed  like 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


969 


farmers  or  lumbermen  from  out  of  town,  and  there  was  a  fair  sprinkling 
of  women  and  children.  As  th$  minutes  passed  the  crowd  augmented,  and 
when  two  o’clock  came,  the  courtroom  upstairs — a  small  apartment  at 
best — was  crowded  to  suffocation.  As  Maxwell,  cool  and  collected  as  he 
was  yesterday,  when  he  landed  from  a  skiff  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  on  the 
river-bank  and  not  showing  the  faintest  trace  of  nervousness,  was  led 
through  the  aisle  between  Deputies  Miletus  Knight  and  Edward  C.  Cole¬ 
man,  the  crowd  surged  and  pushed  to  get  a  better  sight  of  him,  and  threats 
grew  from  mutterings  to  menaces,  but  he  flinched  not  a  whit,  and  stood 
before  Justices  Dwyer  and  Huntington  as  unconcerned  as  if  he  had  been 
on  the  bench  and  they  in  the  dock.  To  the  formal  question  he  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  then  said :  “I  waive  examination  and  would  like  to  make  a  state¬ 
ment.”  He  was  told  to  go  on,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

“We  killed  the  Coleman  boys  in  self-defense.  We  were  sitting  in  the 
grove  up  town  when  we  saw  them  pass  us.  They  had  guns  with  them 
and  looked  around  often  as  if  searching  for  something.  We  knew  there 
was  no  game  about  there,  and  they  wouldn’t  be  hunting  Sunday,  so  we 
knew  they  were  after  us,  and  kept  a  sharp  lookout.  When  they  got  past 
us  they  started  to  run.  Then  we  got  over  the  fence  and  followed  them 
up  the  road,  thinking  we  were  surrounded  and  caught  in  a  trap.  We  had 
gone  but  a  short  distance  before  we  met  them,  and  the  one  nearest  the 
fence  (Milton  Coleman)  fired  first,  his  shot  hitting  ‘Lon’  in  the  face  and 
arm.  The  other  (Charles  G.)  fired  at  me,  and  I  at  him  in  a  second  later. 
His  shot  struck  my  arm,  and  he  fell  to  my  bullet,  but  got  on  his  knee  and 
fired  again.  ‘Lon’  had  shot  the  other  one  before  that,  and  both  were 
down.  We  then  turned  and  ran.”  All  this  was  delivered  in  a  conversational 
tone,  as  if  it  were  a  recital  of  the  most  ordinary  adventure,  and  I  could 
see  as  the  story  progressed  that  the  spectators  were  edging  nearer  and 
nearer  to  him.  He  had  scarcely  finished — indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
he  was  about  to  continue — when,  with  a  growl  like  a  wild  beast,  a  dozen 
men  sprang  on  him.  Women  shrieked  as  the  melee  grew  greater,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  for  a  moment  what  was  being  done.  The  officers 
made  resistance,  but  not  a  very  determined  one,  and  in  less  than  a  moment 
the  prisoner  was  dragged  through  the  yelling  crowd  to  the  door.  A  rope 
had  made  its  appearance  as  if  by  magic,  and  when  he  reached  the  outer 
door  the  noose  was  round  his  neck.  I  caught  one  glimpse  of  his  face  as  he 
was  going  down  the  stairs.  It  was  as  pale  as  marble,  but  his  eyes  glared 
defiance.  The  crowd,  the  initiative  having  been  taken,  was  wild  with  pas¬ 
sion.  “Hang  him !”  “Choke  him !”  “Burn  him !”  were  heard  on  all  sides, 
and  if  pity  was  felt  by  a  single  creature  its  expression  was  not  heard.  It 
took  minutes  to  write  this,  it  took  seconds  only  to  reach  the  tree  I  spoke 
of  above.  The  end  of  the  rope  was  over  the  projecting  bough  in  an  instant, 
and  a  shuddering  sob  went  up  from  the  onlookers  as  the  body  of  the  des¬ 
perado  was  jerked  into  the  air,  a  score  of  willing  hands  tugging  at  the 
other  end  of  the  rope.  There  were  a  few  spasmodic  clutches  of  the  ironed 
hands,  the  feet  were  drawn  up  once  or  twice,  and  then  the  head  fell  over 
with  that  sickening  droop  familiar  to  all  who  have  ever  witnessed  such  a 
death,  and  all  was  over.  The  cord  of  the  rope  was  made  fast,  the  crowd 
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dispersed  in  the  awsome  silence  that  fell  after  the  deed  was  done,  and  the 
body,  so  full  of  muscular  energy  a  few  moments  before,  swung  to  and 
fro  in  the  cold  wind,  the  drifting  snow  ever  and  anon  hiding  it  in  its  drifting 
rush.  Maxwell  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  desperate  man,  but  endowed  with 
an  amount  of  physical  courage  rare  indeed,  and  filled  with  a  restless  energy 
that  preferred  crime  to  inaction. 

The  sentiment  here  is,  of  course,  divided  on  the  question  of  the  right 
or  the  wrong  of  the  lynching.  Many  deprecate  the  whole  affair,  and  say 
its  effect  will  only  be  evil.  One  thing  is  certain.  The  people  of  Durand 
had  very  little  to  do  with  the  affair.  Of  the  arrival  from  out  of  town, 
many  of  them  were  blue  or  red  shirted  lumbermen.  I  do  not  believe,  either, 
that  there  was  any  concert  of  action  beyond  a  circle  of  five  or  six,  who 
knew,  however,  that  they  had  only  to  commence  to  receive  ample  support. 
If  the  district  attorney  had  not  put  off  the  examination  till  this  afternoon, 
but  had  held  it  at  9  a.  m.,  as  first  intended,  Maxwell  would,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  be  alive  in  Menomonee  jail  at  this  moment.  Knight  intended,  he 
says,  to  take  him  to  Menomonee  on  Monday,  and  the  team  that  brought 
him  here  yesterday  was  held  across  the  river  for  his  return. 

The  Coleman  brothers,  Charles  G.  and  Milton,  were  among  the  most 
honored  citizens  of  the  valley.  They  were  born  in  Bloomington,  Illinois, 
Charles  G.  in  1841  and  Milton  in  1856,  the  sons  of  Henry  Coleman.  The 
family  came  to  Buffalo  County  in  1857.  Charles  G.  fought  in  the  Civil 
War  as  a  private  in  the  12th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Perryville.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  settled  in  Pepin 
County,  and  served  as  sheriff  one  term  and  as  undersheriff  several  terms. 
Milton  settled  in  Dunn  County  and  served  several  terms  as  undersheriff. 
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ORIGINAL  ENTRIES  IN  PEPIN  COUNTY 

Pepin  County,  like  all  the  land  in  the  Northwest,  is  divided  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  into  bodies  of  land  six  miles  square,  called  Congressional  Town¬ 
ships,  containing  as  near  as  possible  23,040  acres.  The  townships  are 
subdivided  into  thirty-six  tracts  called  sections,  of  a  mile  square,  each  con¬ 
taining  as  near  as  may  be,  640  acres.  Any  number  or  series  of  contiguous 
townships,  situate  north  and  south,  constitutes  a  range. 

It  is  provided  by  act  of  congress  that  the  lines  of  public  survey  shall 
be  governed  by  the  true  meridian,  and  also  that  the  townships  shall  be  six 
miles  square,  which  is  a  mathematical  impossibility,  for,  by  conforming 
to  the  true  meridian,  it  necessarily  throws  the  township  out  of  square,  by 
reason  of  the  convergency  of  meridians;  so  by  reason  of  this,  an  act  of 
congress  passed  May  18,  1796,  it  was  provided  that  the  sections  should 
contain  the  quantity  of  640  acres,  as  near  as  may  be;  and  by  the  act  of 
congress  of  May  10,  1800,  it  was  further  provided,  that  in  all  cases  where 
the  exterior  lines  of  the  township  to  be  subdivided  into  sections  shall  exceed, 
or  shall  not  extend,  six  miles,  the  excess  or  the  deficiency,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  added  to  or  deducted  from  the  western  or  northern  ranges  of 
sections  in  such  township,  according  as  the  error  may  be  in  running  the 
lines  from  east  to  west,  or  from  north  to  south.  The  section  lines  are  sur¬ 
veyed  from  south  to  north  and  from  east  to  west  in  order  to  throw  the 
excesses  or  deficiencies  on  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  township. 

The  townships  in  Wisconsin  are  numbered  from  the  southern  bound¬ 
ary  line  of  the  state  separating  it  from  Illinois,  Township  No.  1  being  the 
township  immediately  north  of  the  south  boundary  line  of  the  state. 

The  United  States  government  established  a  principal  meridian,  that 
runs  from  the  south  line  of  the  state,  north  through  Wisconsin,  known 
as  the  Fourth  Principal  Meridian.  On  the  east  side  of  it  is  Range  1  east, 
and  on  the  west  side  Range  1  west.  These  ranges  with  their  appropriate 
number  continue  through  the  state,  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  Fourth 
Principal  Meridian. 

Township  25,  Range  12  (Lima  Township).  The  influx  of  settlement 
in  this  governmental  township  came  in  1855-56.  In  1855,  Oscar  Godfred 
filed  in  sec.  3 ;  Christian  Maynard  and  Geo.  M.  Tuttle,  in  sec.  4 ;  Alba  Jeffers, 
in  secs.  4,  10  and  15 ;  Chester  Tuttle,  in  sec.  4 ;  John  H.  Captil,  in  sec.  6 ; 
Ellen  M.  Fox,  in  sec.  8 ;  Adam  L.  Fox,  in  sec.  8 ;  Colbert  Hanchett,  in  secs. 
9  and  20 ;  John  Dedrick,  in  sec.  10 ;  Reuben  W.  Golden,  in  sec.  14 ;  Samuel 
W.  W.  Sherburne,  in  secs.  14  and  15 ;  Nathaniel  Larabee,  in  sec.  15 ;  Selah 
Whedon,  in  sec.  17 ;  Silas  Borlow,  in  sec.  17 ;  Mark  Elvidge,  in  sec.  18 ; 
John  W.  Armstrong,  in  sec.  18 ;  John  Alsop,  in  sec.  18 ;  Lorenzo  Greenman, 
in  sec.  18;  Helen  M.  Cannon,  in  secs.  19  and  30;  Nathan  Powell,  in  sec. 
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20;  Martin  Larabee,  in  sec.  21 ;  Patrick  I.  Ryan,  in  sec.  29;  David  B.  Plum¬ 
mer,  in  secs.  29,  30,  34  and  35 ;  Fayette  Allen,  in  sec.  30 ;  Nathaniel  Plum¬ 
mer,  in  sec.  30;  John  Plummer,  in  sec.  30;  Charles  N.  and  Harvey  P. 
Averill,  in  sec.  31 ;  Nelson  Cannon,  in  sec.  31 ;  Daniel  Lee,  in  secs.  32  and 
33;  Hiram  Delap,  in  sec.  32;  Henry  L.  Fox  and  Peter  Riley,  in  sec.  32; 
John  Cambell,  in  secs.  33  and  34 ;  Jesse  F.  Hardy,  in  sec.  33 ;  Jerome  Bur¬ 
banks,  in  sec.  35,  and  Oliver  O.  Hearn,  in  sec.  36.  In  1856  the  following 
entries  were  made:  Arthur  B.  Flagler,  in  sec.  1;  John  Hodgdon,  in  secs. 
1,  5,  6,  10,  17,  19  and  20;  Julius  Edwards,  in  secs.  2  and  15;  Henry  God¬ 
frey,  in  secs.  2,  3  and  23 ;  John  and  Robert  Collier,  in  secs.  2  and  22 ;  Charles 
Twis,  in  sec.  3 ;  Charles  W.  Maynard,  in  sec.  4 ;  Ira  S.  Story,  in  sec.  4 ;  Theo¬ 
dore  B.  Edwards,  in  secs.  4  and  19;  Hollis  B.  Dewitt,  in  sec.  4;  Giles  R. 
Montague,  in  secs.  5  and  18;  Alvinus  B.  Wood,  in  secs.  6,  27,  34  and  35; 
Peter  Secor,  in  sec.  6;  Wheeler  B.  Guptil,  in  sec.  6;  John  Holverson,  in  sec. 
7 ;  Zalmon  Skinner,  in  secs.  7  and  8 ;  Orlando  Skinner,  in  sec.  7 ;  Jonathan 
L.  Davidson,  in  sec.  9;  Nicholas  Dedrick,  in  secs.  10  and  23;  Walter  S. 
Mack,  in  sec.  14;  Zalmon  B.  Wasson,  in  sec.  14;  Amasa  Tripp,  in  sec.  18; 
Joseph  Somes,  in  sec.  19 ;  Henry  I.  Cannon,  in  secs.  19  and  21 ;  Richard  L. 
Hallock,  in  sec.  23;  Walter  S.  Mack,  in  sec.  23;  Jerome  Burbanks,  in  sec. 
26 ;  John  Eagan,  in  sec.  27 ;  Hiram  Walker,  in  sec.  29 ;  Mark  I.  Pritchard, 
in  sec.  29;  Francis  Granger,  in  secs.  2,  9  and  32;  Rufus  D.  Pritchard,  in 
sec.  29;  Jeremiah  Arndt,  in  sec.  30;  Ephraim  A.  Parish,  in  secs.  31  and  33; 
Jeremiah  Landt,  in  sec.  32 ;  Jesse  F.  Hardy,  in  sec.  32 ;  Samuel  Conger,  in 
sec.  35;  Samuel  S.  Dickason,  in  sec.  36;  Caroline  S.  D^kason,  in  sec.  36. 
In  1857  the  entries  were:  Layton  Mathewson,  in  sec.  9,  and  Francis  R. 
Lockwood,  in  sec.  13.  1859 — Richard  Ellis,  in  sec.  28.  1863 — Daniel  Rob¬ 
ins  and  David  C.  Gue,  in  sec.  8;  Stephen  Gregory,  in  sec.  14;  Thomas 
Brookens,  in  sec.  20;  Chauncy  S.  Root,  in  sec.  26;  Lucius  Howard,  in  sec. 
28,  and  William  Kreyer,  in  sec.  34.  1864 — Hamilton  W.  Hubbard,  in  sec. 

12;  Alfred  B.  Robinson,  in  sec.  12,  and  Hiram  Wilson,  in  sec.  26.  1865 — 
Seymour  Conger,  in  sec.  36 ;  Ezra  and  Harrison  Conger,  in  sec.  36.  1866 — 
Wm.  H.  Schultz,  in  sec.  14 ;  Thomas  Hurley,  Maine  Hill,  in  sec.  26. 
1867 — Joseph  Kinney,  in  sec.  28.  1868 — Wm.  Dickinson,  in  sec.  20;  Lorenz 
Schlosser,  in  sec.  22 ;  Joseph  T.  Ray,  in  sec.  26.  1869 — Rufus  C.  Ainsworth, 
in  sec.  28. 

Township  25,  Range  11  (Albany  Township).  The  first  land  taken 
in  this  township  was  in  1855,  when  Oliver  Brown  filed  on  sec.  34.  Subse¬ 
quent  entries  were :  1856 — Ephraim  Brown,  sec.  2 ;  Thomas  A.  Tomlinson, 
in  sec.  2;  Levi  Belknap,  in  sec.  5;  Naaman  Belknap,  sec.  6;  Valentine 
Belknap,  sec.  6;  Milton  Barber,  secs.  13  and  14;  Cyrus  Woodman,  secs. 
13  and  24;  Christian  Gessner,  in  secs.  31  and  32;  Charles  Schsisner,  in 
sec.  32.  1857 — Jeremiah  Crandall,  in  secs.  1  and  12;  John  E.  Prichard,  in 
sec.  1;  Hiram  Turner  and  William  Eddington,  in  sec.  2;  Lincoln  Belknap, 
in  sec.  6 ;  Joseph  Spafford,  in  secs.  6  and  7 ;  Asa  Delano,  in  secs.  8  and  17 ; 
John  R.  Russell,  in  sec.  8;  Samuel  Wood,  in  sec.  9;  Nathan  Wood,  in  sec.  9; 
Jerry  Crapser,  in  secs.  9  and  10;  George  Sprague,  in  secs.  10  and  11;  John 
H.  Silvernail,  in  sec.  11;  John  E.  Pritchard,  in  sec.  12;  Wm.  W.  Brown, 
in  sec.  15.  1858 — Augustus  C.  Curveston  and  Charles  H.  Howard,  in  sec. 
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4 ;  Andrew  Moore,  Cornelius  Silvernail  and  Harvey  Adams,  in  sec.  12 ;  Jacob 
Nichols,  in  secs.  17  and  18.  1859 — Thomas  Eddington,  in  sec.  2;  Delos  R. 
Moon  and  Barton  W.  Chase,  in  sec.  4 ;  John  Casper,  in  sec.  9 ;  Philip  Mel¬ 
rose,  in  sec.  10 ;  Peter  B.  Armory,  in  sec.  12.  1863 — Horace  W.  Sherman,  in 
sec.  26 ;  Christian  Pabst,  in  sec.  34.  1864 — Henry  Dreyse,  in  sec.  28.  1857 
— Henry  Beach,  in  sec.  17 ;  Michael  Albert,  in  sec.  32.  1865 — Franklin 

Ball,  in  sec.  24;  George  Lamb,  in  sec.  36.  1866 — John  Gaffney,  in  sec.  34; 
Frederick  Bloom,  in  sec.  34.  1867 — Daniel  Moyer,  in  sec.  6 ;  John  Murman, 
in  sec.  14;  Thomas  Elliott,  in  sec.  24.  1868 — Ephraim  Brown,  in  sec.  14; 
Catherine  M.  Bennett,  in  sec.  14 ;  William  Duffer,  in  sec.  20 ;  Ernest  Roetter, 
in  sec.  28 ;  Casher  Nusberger,  in  sec.  30 ;  J.  G.  Rohrscheib,  in  sec.  32 ;  James 
M.  Holmes,  in  sec.  36;  Frederick  J.  Ide,  in  sec.  36.  1869 — W.  H.  Sherman, 
in  sec.  36. 

Township  23,  Range  15  (Part  of  Pepin  Township).  In  1850  Heinrick 
Christeman  entered  land  in  sec.  7.  Those  entering  land  in  1852  were:  Ira 
B.  Wheeler,  in  secs.  24  and  28 ;  Sybella  Pierce,  in  secs.  25  and  26.  1853 — 
William  B.  Newcomb,  in  secs.  14  and  25 ;  George  Ecklor,  in  secs.  15,  23  and 
26;  Mary  Newcomb,  in  sec.  15;  John  Holden,  in  secs.  15  and  25;  Joseph 
Porter,  in  secs.  17  and  21 ;  Edward  M.  Booth,  in  secs.  17  and  20 ;  Albert  J. 
Buckmaller,  in  sec.  18;  John  McCain,  in  secs.  21,  22,  23,  26,  27  and  28; 
Isaac  Ingalls,  in  sec.  23;  Nancy  Ballard,  in  secs.  23  and  26;  Charles  M. 
Miles,  in  sec.  25 ;  Ira  M.  Newcomb,  in  secs.  25  and  26 ;  John  Ecklor,  in  sec. 
26.  1854 — John  Ecklor,  Wm.  Ecklor,  Hannah  and  Amelia  Ecklor,  Abraham 
Josehson  and  William  Wakefield,  in  sec.  6;  Charles  Carpenter,  Verdine 
Carpenter  and  Joseph  Porter,  in  sec.  7.  1855 — Mark  Howard,  in  sec.  4; 

Benjamin  Allen,  George  Langert,  John  Scharr,  L.  M.  Harrsberger  and  Wm. 
Smuthers,  in  secs.  3  and  4;  Jonathan  Hoyt,  in  secs.  17  and  18;  Joseph 
Porter,  in  sec.  9;  Ezra  B.  More,  in  sec.  9;  Joseph  Fritschler,  in  sec.  10; 
Howard  P.  Ballard,  in  secs.  10  and  11;  John  Newcomb,  in  sec.  10;  Peter  J. 
McCain,  in  sec.  11;  Ira  Bullard,  in  secs.  13,  14,  15  and  25;  Samuel  S.  New¬ 
comb,  in  sec.  14;  John  Newcomb,  in  sec.  15;  Joseph  Headwik,  in  sec.  17; 
Nelson  Doty,  in  sec.  18 ;  Alfred  W.  Hall,  in  sec.  18 ;  James  White,  in  secs. 
20  and  21;  Joseph  Knapp,  in  sec.  21;  William  McCain,  in  sec.  22;  Jacob 
Peterson,  in  sec.  18;  Robert  P.  Sheldon,  in  sec.  24;  Hiram  Fuller,  in  secs. 
24  and  25;  Edgar  O'Conner,  in  sec.  24.  1855 — Mark  Howard,  in  secs.  8,  9, 
11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  19,  22,  23  and  24 ;  Sylvester  M.  Webster,  in  secs. 
8  and  9;  John  Markdont,  in  sec3.  8  and  10;  R.  M.  Nichols  and  L.  Gardner,  in 
sec.  8 ;  James  C.  Davis,  in  sec.  8 ;  Stephen  Rawson,  in  sec.  9 ;  Linas  Richard, 
in  secs.  9,  10  and  15;  Iver  Johnson,  in  sec.  10;  Charles  McClane,  in  sec.  11; 
Harvey  D.  Kellogg,  in  sec.  12;  John  Rogers,  in  sec.  21;  Martin  H.  Bullard, 
in  sec.  13 ;  David  E.  Leflay,  in  sec.  13 ;  Geo.  M.  Barnard,  in  sec.  13 ;  Moses 
S.  Gibson,  in  sec.  15;  Frederick  Engel,  in  sec.  22;  Benjamin  Allen,  in  secs. 
23  and  24 ;  Jonathan  S.  Hoyt,  in  secs.  22  and  27 ;  John  Decker,  in  sec.  23 ; 
Church  Doty  and  Niel,  in  sec.  24;  David  Fayerweather,  in  sec.  24;  David 
White,  in  sec.  27.  1856 — Moses  S.  Gibson,  in  secs.  13  and  14 ;  Asiel  Bullard, 
in  secs.  13, 14  and  22 ;  Marcus  B.  Osborn,  in  secs.  17  and  20 ;  Henrick  Christ- 
nan,  in  sec.  18;  Michael  Byerly,  John  Lowry  and  Oscar  Pierce,  in  sec.  1. 
1857 — Amos  B.  Caldwell,  in  sec.  2;  Thomas  Huleatt,  in  sec.  4;  Carl  Hart- 
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strom,  in  sec.  5.  1866 — Andrew  Anderson  and  Peter  Eric  Peterson,  in  sec. 
5.  1867 — Joseph  Manning,  in  secs.  1,  2  and  3.  1869 — P.  M.  Mclnerney 

and  Carl  Nillson,  in  sec.  5.  1858 — Howard  S.  Smith,  in  sec.  12 ;  P.  M.  Mc¬ 
lnerney,  in  sec.  12;  Horace  D.  Kellogg,  in  sec.  13;  Dudley  H.  Manning,  in 
sec.  14.  1859 — Charles  Mock,  in  sec.  11;  Charles  H.  Sage,  in  sec.  12.  1860 
— Charles  Peters,  in  sec.  11.  1861 — John  J.  Hallock,  in  sec.  1.  1862 — 

Harvey  D.  Kellogg,  in  sec.  11.  1863 — Lewis  M.  Harnsberger,  in  sec.  10. 

1864 — Reuben  Oltman,  in  sec.  12 ;  L.  M.  Barnard,  in  sec.  12.  1866— Charles 
Peters,  in  sec.  12.  1868 — Stephen  Cunningham,  in  sec.  9;  New  S.  Clapp, 
in  sec.  12 ;  William  Brownlee,  in  sec.  18.  1869 — Andrew  Christ,  in  sec.  10 ; 
P.  M.  Mclnerney,  in  sec.  11;  John  Sandstrom,  in  sec.  12.  1870 — Sven  J. 
Frisk,  in  sec.  10. 

Township  23,  Range  14  (Part  of  Pepin  Township).  Land  in  this 
township  was  taken  up  as  early  as  1852,  when  Miles  White  filed  on  sec.  20 
and  Sybil  Pierce,  in  sec.  21.  Successive  entries  were  as  follows:  1853 — 
Milton  Holden,  in  sec.  19 ;  Edward  Hawkins,  in  sec.  20 ;  John  Stevens,  in 
sec.  29,  and  David  Fayerweather,  in  secs.  32  and  33.  1854 — Charles  M. 

Miles,  in  secs.  4,  5,  7  and  9 ;  Wm.  R.  W.  Hicks,  in  sec.  27 ;  Barton  T.  Hast¬ 
ings,  in  secs.  9,  20,  28,  29  and  30 ;  Samuel  Millerson,  in  sec.  9 ;  John  McCain, 
in  sec.  17 ;  Linns  Richards,  in  secs.  17,  18  and  20 ;  Robert  B.  Hicks,  in  secs. 
17  and  20;  Wm.  B.  Hicks,  in  secs.  17,  18  and  19;  David  Lefay,  in  secs.  18 
and  21 ;  David  Mears,  in  sec.  18 ;  John  A.  Hicks,  in  sec.  19 ;  Robert  P.  Shel¬ 
don,  in  sec.  19;  Sarah  Ingalls,  in  sec.  19;  Andrew  Shafer,  Sec.  19;  Henry 
Densmore,  in  secs.  19,  20,  21  and  22;  Alexander  Guthrie,  in  sec.  19;  Isaiah 
Matter,  in  secs.  20  and  22;  J.  Bradley  Wheeler,  in  secs.  21  and  22;  Wm. 
Eiklor,  in  sec.  21;  James  Little,  in  sec.  28;  Irving  Gray,  in  sec.  32;  James 
White,  in  sec.  32;  Hiram  Sallen,  in  sec.  32.  1855 — John  J.  Shaw,  in  sec.  4; 
Abraham  Magill,  in  secs.  4  and  5;  Abram  Marten,  in  sec.  5;  Robert  F. 
Hicks,  in  sec.  5 ;  Reuben  M.  Sikes,  in  sec.  5 ;  William  Matter,  in  sec.  5 ;  Susan 
R.  Densmore,  in  sec.  7 ;  Louisa  Ingalls,  in  secs.  7  and  8 ;  Richard  Webster, 
in  sec.  7 ;  Perkins  Tuttle,  in  sec.  7 ;  Jesse  Peterson,  in  sec.  8 ;  William  F. 
Saddler,  in  secs.  8  and  19;  William  N.  B.  Hicks,  in  sec.  8;  Samuel  Fayer¬ 
weather,  Hiram  Fuller  and  Amidon  W.  Miller,  in  sec.  9 ;  Paphirus  Tuttle,  in 
secs.  9  and  18 ;  Peter  and  James  Little,  in  sec.  15 ;  Peter  D.  McCain,  in  sec. 
15 ;  Thomas  Tevelles,  in  secs.  15  and  17 ;  Moses  S.  Gibson,  in  sec.  15 ;  Samuel 
Tuttle,  in  sec.  17 ;  Joshua  Phelps,  in  sec.  18 ;  Newell  S.  Clapp,  in  secs.  20,  21, 
28  and  32 ;  James  C.  Davis,  in  sec.  20 ;  George  W.  Densmore,  in  sec.  28 ;  Ben¬ 
jamin  Allen,  in  secs.  28  and  29 ;  Merton  H.  Bullard,  secs.  28  and  32 ;  Azro 
Densmore,  in  sec.  28 ;  Andrew  Swearinger,  in  secs.  32  and  33 ;  Ezra  J.  Wil¬ 
son,  in  sec.  32 ;  Chauncy  Carpenter,  in  sec.  33.  1856 — Oscar  M.  Lowry,  in  sec. 
4 ;  Caleb  Howard,  in  sec.  5 ;  Robert  Clark,  in  sec.  7 ;  Samuel  Hicks,  in  sec.  8 ; 
Frederick  Engel,  in  sec.  8 ;  William  Matter,  in  secs.  8  and  29;  Harmon  Heid- 
man,  in  sec.  8;  David  Fayerweather,  in  sec.  20.  1858 — David  Kephart,  in 
sec.  8.  1859: — Louis  Ellis,  in  sec.  33.  1861 — Harvey  D.  Kellogg,  in  secs.  4 
and  8 ;  William  Hielman,  in  sec.  6 ;  William  Parkinson,  in  sec.  6 ;  John  Mc- 
Beath,  in  secs.  6  and  7 ;  Thomas  Sheldon,  in  sec.  6.  1860 — John  Nieman,  in 
sec.  3 ;  Robert  Jones,  in  secs.  6  and  9.  1862 — A.  L.  Kinne,  in  sec.  10 ;  Gideon 
Webster,  in  sec.  10.  1863 — James  F.  Fleming,  in  sec.  17 ;  John  Fleming,  in 
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sec.  17.  1866 — Greenup  J.  H.  Howard,  in  sec.  2 ;  John  Scharr,  in  sec.  7 ; 
G.  M.  Bosnord,  1862,  in  secs.  6  and  10.  1867 — William  Parkinson,  in  sec.  15. 
1868 — John  Schmall,  in  sec.  3 ;  James  A.  Lentes,  in  sec.  15.  1869 — Herman 
Lenhart,  in  sec.  4 ;  P.  Mclnerney,  in  sec.  7 ;  John  Bradley,  in  sec.  3.  1870 — 
Albert  Ganger,  in  sec.  3 ;  Robert  Massback,  in  sec.  3;  Andrew  Nilson,  in  sec. 
6.  1871 — Charles  Doorman,  in  sec.  4.  1872 — Herman  Lenhart,  in  sec.  3. 

Township  24,  Range  15  (part  of  Pepin  Township).  The  first  to  file  on 
land  in  this  town  was  Benjamin  Parsons  in  secs.  31,  32  and  34,  and  James 
Lowry,  in  secs.  3  land  34,  in  1854.  In  1855  came  Mark  Howard,  entered  in 
secs.  25,  34  and  35 ;  Battezzar  Sein,  in  secs.  25  and  26 ;  Church  Doty  and  Niel, 
in  sec.  26 ;  Jacob  Cupps,  in  sec.  27 ;  Dillon  Hyde,  in  sec.  27 ;  Felix  Kraft,  in 
secs.  27  and  34 ;  Bostvyick  O’Connor,  in  secs.  28,  33  and  36 ;  John  Decker,  in 
sec.  28 ;  Andrew  Thompson,  in  secs.  30  and  31.  1856 — Richard  Mills  filed  in 
sec.  25 ;  Henry  A.  Lockwood,  in  sec.  25 ;  Levi  Drake,  in  secs.  26,  35  and  36 ; 
Josiah  Sawyer,  in  secs.  27  and  33 ;  Stephen  Scales,  Jr.,  in  sec.  27 ;  David 
White,  in  sec.  27 ;  J.  Jay  Knox,  in  sec.  28  and  29 ;  James  B.  Gray,  in  sec.  28 ; 
James  Gurley,  in  secs.  27,  32  and  33;  Langdon  H.  Nichols,  in  sec.  29;  Finley 
G.  Clark,  in  secs.  29  and  30 ;  William  S.  Mattison,  in  sec.  32 ;  Adam  Byerly,  in 
sec.  36.  1857 — Michael  Donaven  and  Cornelius  Helby,  in  sec.  28 ;  John  Hill, 
in  sec.  31.  1858 — Henry  S.  Fairchild,  in  secs.  26  and  32.  1859 — Dudley  H. 
Manning  and  S.  A.  Robinson,  in  sec.  30;  Ingebright  Svendson,  in  sec.  30. 
1862 — Amos  Harris,  in  sec.  30.  1866 — Charles  Nilson,  in  sec.  30;  Amos  F. 
Hjitberg,  in  sec.  30.  1867 — Anne  Elizabeth  Shears,  in  sec.  25;  Balzer  Sein, 
John  Olson  and  Thomas  Christopherson,  in  sec.  25.  1872 — Nils  Olson,  in 

sec.  36. 

Township  23,  Range  16  (part  of  Stockholm  Tcv/nship).  Among  the 
first  entries  of  land  in  this  part  of  the  township  were  those  of  Eric  Peterson 
in  1852-53,  in  secs.  12  and  13 ;  Eric  Erickson,  in  1854-55,  located  in  secs.  1 
and  12;  Carl  Abrahamson,  Dec.  6,  1855,  filed  in  sec.  1 ;  Horatio  Woodman  and 
Isaac  Josephson,  in  sec.  1 ;  Moses  S.  Gibson,  in  October,  1855,  filed  on  land 
in  secs.  1  and  12 ;  John  Anderson,  in  secs.  1  and  2 ;. George  C.  Gridley,  in  sec.  1. 
In  1859  Harvey  Kellogg  located  in  sec.  1 ;  Peter  Nilson,  in  1857,  in  sec.  2. 
In  1854  William  Rogers  located  on  lots  2,  3  and  of  sec.  2 ;  Maria  Horst  on  lot  1, 
sec.  11.  On  sec.  12  we  find  Lars  Olson  in  1854,  and  Carles  Hatstrom,  in  1855 ; 
also  Jacob  Peterson. 

Township  24,  Range  16  (part  of  Stockholm  Township).  In  1855, 
William  McCain;  in  1857,  Andrew  Janson  and  August  Colson;  in  1858, 
John  D.  Tribbey  and  Charles  H.  Marshall,  and  on  June  24,  1859,  Paul  Han¬ 
son,  all  located  in  sec.  25.  In  1855-57,  Charles  Olson  and  Elic  Jansen  filed 
in  sec.  26.  In  1858,  William  Powell  and  Samuel  McCain,  H.  D.  Kellogg, 
Harrison  Gilbert  and  Benjamin  Baldwin,  filed  in  sec.  26,  as  did  Elias  White, 
in  1860.  David  Olmsted  filed  in  1854,  in  sec.  35 ;  in  1859,  Mattis  Sandstrom, 
Ohef  Sandstrom  and  Harvey  D.  Kellogg,  in  sec.  35 ;  Elias  A.  White,  in  1860, 
and  Frank  Wilson,  in  1866.  The  following  located  in  sec.  36 :  1855 — John 
Johnson,  Abraham  Josephson  and  Frank  Wilson.  1856 — Isaac  Josephson, 
Andrew  Johnson.  1857 — Andrew  Janson. 

Township  24,  Range  14  (nearly  all  of  Frankfort  Township).  As  early 
as  1851  Samuel  Pritchell  filed  in  secs.  23  and  26;  Edward  M.  Booth,  in  sec. 
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23.  1853 — David  Selvey  filed  in  sec.  32.  In  1854  entries  of  land  in  this 

township  were  made  by  John  H.  Ferguson,  in  sec.  2;  Henry  Flasher,  in  sec. 
11;  Hiram  Fuller,  in  secs.  21,  27  and  34;  Jackson  Hazelton,  in  sec.  27; 
Stephen  Fiddler,  in  sec.  28;  James  Stevens,  in  sec.  28;  Philip  Varnum,  in 
sec.  29;  William  and  Lucinda  Ridgway,  in  sec.  3;  Josiah  and  Martha  Var¬ 
num,  in  sec.  32 ;  Mariah  M.  Lowry,  in  sec.  32.  1855 — Henry  Barber,  in  secs. 
2  and  3;  Ezekiel  Webster,  in  sec.  2;  Thomas  J.  W.  Pray,  in  sec.  3;  Pat  Mc- 
Inerney,  in  secs.  14  and  30 ;  Henry  Flusher,  in  sec.  14 ;  William  Boyd,  in  sec. 
20;  Ezra  Murray,  in  sec.  19;  James  Stevens,  in  sec.  20;  John  W.  Wakefield, 
in  secs.  20  and  29 ;  George  W.  Brant,  in  sec.  20 ;  William  Boyd,  in  secs.  21, 
26,  28  and  29 ;  Leonard  Prus,  in  sec.  23 ;  Morgan  T.  Reich,  in  sec.  28 ;  Richard 
Mills,  in  sec.  28;  Benjamin  Smith,  Stephen  R.  Rawson  and  Lucinda  Ridg¬ 
way,  in  sec.  29 ;  Mark  Howard,  in  secs.  30,  31  and  32 ;  Henry  Brown,  in  secs. 
30  and  31;  Thomas  Seldon,  in  sec.  31;  Henry  Flosher,  in  secs.  32  and  33; 
John  Decker,  in  sec.  32;  John  Shaw,  in  sec.  32;  Daniel  E.  Clark,  in  sec.  34. 
In  1856  came  Marvel  Ainsworth,  in  sec.  2 ;  Robert  Sproul,  in  secs.  4,  5,  8,  9 
and  17;  Arnold  H.  Dohrman,  in  sec.  4;  John  R.  Varney,  in  sec.  5;  Paul  A. 
Stackpole,  in  sec.  6 ;  William  A.  Anderson,  in  sec.  6 ;  Penbroke  V.  Wise,  in 
sec.  7 ;  Sophia  E.  Delprat,  in  sec.  7 ;  John  Lowry,  in  secs.  8  and  17 ;  William 
H.  Higgins,  in  secs.  9  and  15;  Horatio  Woodman,  in  secs.  15,  17  and  27; 
Elisha  M.  Jacobs,  in  sec.  17;  Caroline  Johnson,  in  sec.  18;  Mahlon  Ridgway, 
in  sec.  19;  Richard  Mills,  in  sec.  19;  John  Holland,  in  secs.  20  and  21;  Mor¬ 
ton  H.  Bullard,  in  secs.  22  and  33 ;  Joseph  Elder,  in  sec.  22 ;  George  Camp¬ 
bell,  in  sec.  22 ;  Sanford  Campbell,  in  sec.  22 ;  Edward  C.  Hennegan,  in  sec. 
22;  Thomas  Culliner,  irr  sec.  23;  Edward  C.  Mitchell,  in  sec.  28;  William 
Eiklor,  in  secs.  3  land  32;  Thomas  Howard,  in  secs.  31  and  32;  Adam 
Byerly,  in  sec.  31 ;  Harriet  Decker,  in  sec.  32 ;  Lanford  Campbell,  in  sec.  34 ; 
Stephen  Fiddler,  in  sec.  34 ;  Lorenzo  Campbell,  in  sec.  35 ;  Levi  P.  Drake,  in 
sec.  35.  1857 — Thomas  McNamara,  in  sec.  11;  Samuel  S.  Jackson,  in  secs. 
18  and  19;vWilliam  Stewart,  in  sec.  21;  Sanford  Campbell,  in  sec.  27;  An¬ 
drew  Thompson,  in  sec.  27.  1859 — Benjamin  Baldwin,  in  sec.  10;  Robert 

Crozier,  in  sec.  20;  Harvey  D.  Kellogg,  in  sec.  22.  1862 — Daniel  B.  Mc- 

Courtie,  in  sec.  3 ;  John  P.  Ganoe,  in  sec.  33 ;  Joseph  Hight,  Richard  Bignell 
and  Andrew  Fitzsimmons,  in  sec.  4;  Josiah  Loomis,  in  sec.  10;  James  M. 
Barnard,  in  sec.  30.  1865 — Daniel  Hylman  and  George  W.  Barnard,  in  sec. 
14;  Lucius  Byington  and  Martin  Lenhort,  in  sec.  34.  1866 — John  Rands, 
in  sec.  1 ;  Archibald  Sieveright,  in  sec.  4 ;  John  Paxton,  in  sec.  5 ;  John 
French,  in  sec.  7 ;  Charles  B.  Hubbard,  in  sec.  7 ;  Charles  A.  Loomis,  in  sec. 
10;  Edward  Loomis,  in  secs.  11  and  14;  Elizabeth  Landborn,  in  sec.  11; 
Josiah  B.  Loomis  and  Gardner  C.  Hoyt,  in  sec.  17 ;  William  Boyd,  Jr.,  in  sec. 
29.  1867 — Harriet  Eiklor,  in  secs.  1  and  11;  Elijah  Swift,  in  sec.  1;  Moses 
Heerman,  in  sec.  6 ;  James  C.  Patton,  in  sec.  10 ;  Lors  E.  Peterson,  in  sec.  18 ; 
John  V.  Johnson,  in  sec.  18;  David  Boyd,  in  sec.  21;  Timothy  Mclnerney, 
in  sec.  29 ;  J.  Manning,  in  sec.  31 ;  Abraham  Magill,  in  sec.  33;  Robert  Clark, 
in  sec.  33.  1868 — H.  C.  Southwick,  Jr.,  in  secs.  3,  7, 10, 18,  19, 20,  30  and  31 ; 
Mary  F.  Bode,  in  sec.  6 ;  Benjamin  Taylor,  in  sec.  6 ;  Alva  G.  York,  in  sec.  15. 
1870 — Joseph  Manning,  in  secs.  26  and  35.  1872 — Charles  A.  Veborg,  in 
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sec.  19 ;  William  Boyd,  Sr.,  in  sec.  35.  1873 — Hezekiah  M.  Nelson,  in  sec.  8 ; 
Jeremiah  Bull,  in  sec.  10. 

Township  25,  Range  14  (nearly  all  of  Waterville  and  small  parts  of 
Farnkfort  and  Waubeek).  Land  in  this  town  was  first  taken  in  1854,  when 
Willard  F.  Holbrook  filed  on  secs.  11  and  24,  and  Hostly  Holden,  in  sec.  35; 
followed  in  1855  by  Moses  S.  Gibson,  in  sec.  11;  Samuel  F.  Davis  and 
Michael  Liddy,  in  sec.  11;  James  Preston,  Eleanor  Buchanan,  S.  P.  Shu¬ 
man,  George  Lamori,  in  sec.  13 ;  Moses  S.  Gibson,  in  sec.  14 ;  Samuel  L.  Rea, 
in  sec.  23  and  25 ;  Samuel  F.  Davis,  in  sec.  24 ;  Oscar  F.  and  Milton  D.  Bart¬ 
lett,  in  secs.  24,  34  and  35 ;  Thomas  Peel  and  George  Brooks,  in  secs.  25  and 
34;  Henry  Barber,  in  secs.  25  and  26;  Mark  Howard,  in  sec.  25;  Jesse  R. 
West,  in  secs.  26  and  27 ;  Levi  Marble,  in  secs.  28,  34  and  36 ;  Charles  Curtiss, 
in  sec.  34.  1856— Charles  Ingersoll,  in  sec.  1 ;  Delawzon  Bostwick,  in  secs. 
2,  3,  12  and  13 ;  Peter  Murray,  in  sec.  3 ;  Charles  H.  Roberts,  in  secs.  6  and 
7 ;  Pembroke  V.  Wise,  in  sec.  6 ;  Oscar  Pierce,  in  sec.  8 ;  J.  Weston  Taft,  in 
sec.  8;  George  Burden,  in  secs.  9,  10  and  11;  Robert  Rands,  in  sec.  13;  Val- 
lender  J.  Williams,  in  sec.  13 ;  Samuel  F.  Davis,  in  sec.  14 ;  Willard  F.  Ho- 
brook,  in  sec.  14 ;  Christopher  G.  Riply,  in  sec.  15 ;  Joseph  Maxon,  in  sec.  19 ; 
Lucius  Dunbar,  in  secs.  21  and  28;  Horatio  Woodman,  in  sec  24;  Elijah  G. 
Stevens,  in  sec.  24 ;  Jacob  S.  Shepherd,  in  sec.  24 ;  Alfred  Cropsey,  in  secs. 
27  and  34 ;  Milton  D.  Bartlett,  in  secs.  28  and  36 ;  John  G.  Classon,  in  sec. 
29;  Levi  P.  Drake,  in  secs.  30  and  31;  Edward  C.  Hart,  in  sec.  36.  1857 — 
Charles  Curtiss,  in  secs.  1  and  2;  James  Sweeney,  in  sec.  2;  Gabriel 
Buchanon,  in  sec.  13 ;  Caleb  T.  Classon,  in  sec.  36.  1858 — Henry  Morris,  in 
sec.  18;  Peter  Hoffman,  in  sec.  18;  Edward  M.  Knapp,  in  sec.  20;  Marcus 
L.  Masher,  in  sec.  28;  Charles  Curtiss,  in  secs.  28  and  34;  James  Mont¬ 
gomery,  in  sec.  30;  Robert  Dyson,  in  secs.  30  and  32;  Joseph  Falkenstein,  in 
sec.  30.  1859 — James  Rayburn,  in  sec.  1 ;  John  Kennedy,  in  sec.  2.  1860 — 
Harriet  Eiklor,  in  sec.  28.  1863 — James  and  John  Rabun,  in  sec.  2;  Fred 
V.  Huntsinger,  in  sec.  12 ;  Peter  P.  Huntsinger,  in  sec.  12 ;  William  Thomp¬ 
son,  in  sec.  12 ;  William  A.  Fletcher  and  Arden  Kelton,  in  sec.  24.  1865 — 
Charles  Boyle,  in  sec.  4 ;  Jeremiah  York,  in  sec.  4 ;  Charles  Stuart,  in  sec.  12 ; 
Henry  Bien,  in  sec.  20.  1866 — Wesson  Sylvester,  in  sec.  20;  John  Wilkins, 
in  sec.  20;  Joseph  Chimkusky,  in  sec.  20;  Miami  G.  York,  in  sec.  31;  Orison 
A.  Gray,  in  secs.  33  and  34;  Josiah  Hights,  in  sec.  33.  1867 — John  Mahar 
in  sec.  6 ;  James  Cameron,  in  sec.  8.  1868 — Lemuel  Cross,  in  sec.  4 ;  Alan- 
son  Matteson,  in  sec.  4;  Thomas  Spes,  in  sec.  12;  Philip  Place,  in  sec.  28; 
H.  C.  Southwick,  Jr.,  in  secs.  31,  32  and  33;  Ann  Chapin,  in  sec.  33.  1869 — 
Francis  Meyers,  in  sec.  8.  1872 — Jonathan  Pearson,  in  sec.  30;  Western 

Wisconsin  Railroad,  in  secs.  31  and  33. 

Township  25,  Range  13  (all  of  Durand,  nearly  all  of  Waubeek  and 
small  parts  of  Waterville) .  The  first  filings  in  this  township  were  in  1853, 
when  Jacob  T.  Shephard  entered  land  in  sec.  5,  and  Corlos  Bradshaw,  in  sec. 
7.  Subsequent  entires  were  as  follows :  1854 — John  O.  Crosby,  in  sec.  23 : 
Jacob  Powell,  Eben  Downs  and  Lodawick  Curtiss,  in  sec.  5 ;  Lesiah  Stevens 
and  Lucinda  Bradshaw,  in  sec.  6.  1855— John  A.  Guptil,  in  sec.  1 ;  Arthur 
Hamilton,  in  secs.  1,11  and  14 ;  Perry  E.  Hardy,  in  secs.  2, 11  and  12 ;  Domlus 
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Morrison,  in  secs.  3  and  4 ;  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  in  sec.  4 ;  Andrew  Cuscarden, 
in  secs.  4  and  18 ;  Josiah  Hight,  in  secs.  4  and  5 ;  Nathaniel  K.  West,  George 
Kirk,  John  McGilton,  in  secs.  4  and  7 ;  Samuel  B.  Ingram,  Jackson  Allen, 
Thomas  Salkeld,  in  sec.  5 ;  Jesse  Webb,  Edwin  H.  Drake,  in  sec.  6 ;  Margaret 
Burke,  in  secs.  7  and  8 ;  George  Kenk,  in  sec.  7 ;  John  Willey,  in  sec.  8 ;  James 
Donley,  Jr.,  in  secs.  9  and  17;  James  Nutcliffe,  in  sec.  8;  Nathaniel  K. 
Wert,  in  sec.  9;  Elisha  Lamphire,  in  sec.  10;  Henry  H.  Norton,  in  sec.  11; 
Alexander  B.  Miller,  in  sec.  11;  John  Alsop,  in  secs.  11,  12,  13  and  14; 
George  G.  Burlingame,  in  secs.  13  and  14 ;  Oren  Moses,  in  sec.  14 ;  William 
Hood,  in  sec.  15;  Jesse  F.  Hardy,  in  sec.  15;  Martin  Wilber,  in  secs.  15,  24 
and  25;  Carson,  Eaton,  Downs  and  Rand,  in  secs.  19  and  20;  Joseph  Morrell, 
in  sec.  19;  George  Van  Waters,  in  secs.  21  and  22;  James  B.  Burgess,  in 
secs.  21  and  22;  David  D.  Bloomer,  in  sec.  20;  Nicholas  F.  Plummer,  in  sec. 
23;  Nathan  M.  Brown,  in  secs.  23  and  26;  Lorenzo  G.  Wood,  in  secs.  24  and 
26 ;  Edward  Hordaker,  in  secs.  25  and  36 ;  Adam  L.  Fox,  in  sec.  25 ;  William 
E.  Wood,  in  sec.  26 ;  Charles  Stewart,  in  secs.  26  and  27 ;  Calm  Webster,  in 
sec.  30;  Bartlett  A.  Burgett,  in  sec.  31;  John  W.  Armstrong,  in  sec.  35; 
Augustus  Barlow,  in  sec.  36 ;  Stephen  Cannon,  in  sec.  36 ;  Francis  Granger, 
in  sec.  36.  1856 — John  Hodgdon,  in  secs.  1,  9,  10,  11,  15,  22,  23,  27,  31  and 
32 ;  Alexander  H.  Browning,  in  sec.  1 ;  Thales  Burke,  in  secs.  14  and  17 ; 
Alfred  A.  Soule,  in  sec.  5 ;  Peter  R.  Snyder  and  Henry  C.  Williams,  in  sec. 
9;  Truman  Curtiss,  in  sec.  11 ;  Vivus  W.  Dorwin,  in  secs.  12,  13,  14  and  35; 
William  D.  Dyer,  in  sec.  15 ;  Christopher  G.  Reipley,  in  secs.  17  and  21 ; 
John  G.  J.  Gum,  in  sec.  17 ;  Robert  Rands,  in  sec.  18 ;  Horatio  Woodman, 
in  secs.  20  and  21;  Joseph  Morrell,  in  sec.  19;  W.  E.  Garner,  in  sec.  21; 
Theodore  B.  Edwards,  in  sec.  21;  Charles  Billings,  in  sec.  21;  Jos<  ph 
Somes,  in  secs.  24  and  26 ;  John  D.  Herron,  in  secs.  28  and  29 ;  Peter  Gerber, 
in  sec.  28 ;  James  Q.  Watson,  in  sec.  28 ;  Michael  G.  Smith,  in  secs.  28  and 
29 ;  William  H.  H.  Bailey,  in  sec.  28 ;  Lem  Kralaskie,  in  sec.  29 ;  Charles  L. 
Rounds,  in  sec.  30 ;  Henry  Cousins,  in  sec.  30 ;  Ephraim  A.  Parrish,  in  sec. 
35 ;  Nelson  Cannon,  in  sec.  35.  1857 — Patrick  McGivin,  in  secs.  25  and  26 ; 
John  Schmell,  in  sec.  27 ;  W.  P.  Pursel,  in  sec.  27 ;  Anson  T.  Wells,  in  sec.  28 ; 
Charles  W.  Wetherbee,  in  secs.  28  and  33;  Miles  D.  Prindle,  in  sec.  29; 
Gilbert  H.  Lester,  in  sec.  32;  Charles  Billings,  in  sec.  34.  1860 — Daniel 

Fitzpatrick,  in  sec.  34.  1862 — Catherine  Perkins  ,in  sec.  34.  1863 — 

George  Cuscaden,  in  sec.  18.  1865 — Josiah  C.  Thompson,  in  sec.  3.  1867 — 
James  H.  Brown,  in  sec.  2;  Christopher  Vrandenberg,  in  sec.  2.  1868 — 

Eli  H.  Kidder,  in  sec.  32. 
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CHAPTER  XX 


PEPIN  COUNTY  WAR  WORK 

The  preservation  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  gone  forth  from 
Pepin  County  to  fight  the  battles  of  freedom  and  democracy  in  the  Civil 
War,  the  Spanish-American  War,  and  the  World  War,  is  of  utmost  im¬ 
portance.  Unfortunately,  a  list  of  those  who  served  from  this  county  in 
the  first  two  wars  are  not  available.  The  records  of  the  Adjutant  General’s 
office  are  of  value,  as  giving  the  records  of  the  state,  but  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  pick  from  them  the  names  of  the  soldiers  of  any  one  county, 
as  the  soldiers  did  not  always  enlist  in  the  counties  in  which  they  were 
actually  living  at  the  time  of  the  enlistment. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  each  county  will  have  a  complete  record 
of  its  part  in  the  World  War,  both  military  and  civilian.  A  State  War 
Historical  Commission  with  John  W.  Oliver  as  state  director,  has  been 
appointed,  and  this  commission  has  a  committee  in  each  county,  the  duty 
of  which  it  is  to  compile  a  complete  history  of  each  county  in  the  present 
war. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  as  yet  too  early  for  the  completion  of  the  war 
record  of  all  in  the  service,  but  in  due  time  it  will  be  completed  and  pre¬ 
served  in  permanent  form. 

The  work  was  started  in  Pepin  County,  April  22,  1918,  when  a  Pepin 
County  War  History  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  M.  Hilliard, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Amelia  Gillman,  secretary;  George  W.  McGillon,  of  Eau 
Galle ;  Lloyd  Axtell,  of  Pepin,  and  Reuben  Sandburg,  of  Stockholm.  Later, 

*  the  committee  added  Mrs.  Glenn  Howard,  of  Stockholm,  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Parker,  of  Albany. 

The  committee  soon  arranged  the  scope  of  the  work  to  be  covered. 
A  roster  of  the  soldiers  who  left  Pepin  County  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
with  sufficient  biography,  was  of  first  importance.  To  this  end  a  blank 
statement  was  prepared,  and  relatives  and  friends  invited  to  fill  them  out 
so  far  as  was  possible,  with  a  view  to  calling  on  the  soldiers  after  their 
return  for  more  information,  and  for  a  brief  account  of  their  experiences. 
These  are  being  obtained  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

It  was  also  decided  that  all  the  civil  activities  of  organizations  and 
individuals,  in  the  various  war  work,  should  be  recorded,  including  the 
efforts  of  the  County  Council  of  Defense,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Liberty  Loan 
Committee,  the  several  war  drives,  the  public  speakers,  and  the  Food  and 
Fuel  Administrators,  in  fact,  that  a  complete  history  should  be  prepared 
of  all  phases  of  Pepin  County’s  part  in  the  great  war  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  results  thus  far  accomplished  are  of  much  interest. 

That  a  state  of  war  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Germany 
was  declared  by  Congress  on  April  6,  1917.  The  American  people  became 
aroused  and  got  busy  at  once.  Stores  that  had  exposed  cards  bearing 
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such  inscriptions  as  “Don’t  Talk  War,  This  Place  Is  Neutral,”  soon  re¬ 
moved  them  and  went  to  work  to  win  the  war.  Among  the  first  demon¬ 
strations  in  Durand  was  a  large  public  parade  set  for  May  30,  1917.  This 
was  postponed  by  reason  of  storm  till  June  5,  when  it  was  held  on  the  Fair 
Ground  in  this  city.  Public  addresses  were  delivered  then  by  Marshall 
Cousins,  now  in  the  United  States  service;  C.  A.  Ingram  and  others.  After 
that  loyalty  and  war  work  held  the  right  of  way  in  Pepin  County.  Mr. 
Ingram  delivered  many  speeches  and  short  addresses  in  Pepin  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  counties.  On  the  eve  of  June  21,  1917,  the  Auditorium  at  Durand  was 
packed  by  citizens  from  all  the  surrounding  country  to  listen  to  an  address 
by  Gen.  Charles  King,  of  Milwaukee.  Men  came  from  as  far  distant  places 
as  the  towns  of  Modena  and  Gilmanton  to  enlist.  Eight  men  from  the  town 
of  Pepin  gave  their  names  to  the  roll  of  honor  made  up  that  evening.  Mr. 
Ingram  headed  the  effort  to  raise  a  company  from  Pepin  County  that 
afterward  drilled  for  six  weeks  at  the  Fair  Ground  and  left  for  camp  on 
Aug.  23,  1917. 

The  first  Liberty  Loan  drive  came  on  Oct.  24,  1917.  The  committee 
was  composed  of  George  Tarrant,  county  chairman ;  K.  K.  Brainard,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  committee,  and  H.  P.  Nicklas,  J.  Engelinger,  Judge 
W.  B.  Newcomb,  C.  A.  Ingram  and  C.  C.  Clemens,  all  residents  of  Durand. 
The  committee,  as  thus  constituted,  was  made  permanent,  and  headed  all 
subsequent  loan  efforts,  with  other  persons  wisely  added.  They  went  to 
work  with  a  will  and  raised  in  all  $432,000,  of  which  $13,000  was  the  first 
loan,  $90,000  for  the  second,  $151,000  for  the  third  and  $175,000  for  the 
fourth. 

The  Council  of  Defense  for  Pepin  County  was  the  first  of  the  patriotic 
organizations  formed  in  the  county.  It  was  composed  of  Marcellus  Dor- 
win,  county  chairman ;  W.  H.  Biles,  vice  chairman,  and  C.  C.  Clemens,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer,  all  of  Durand.  The  above  general  officers,  with  John 
Brunner,  Jr.,  G.  W.  Kees,  George  Tarrant  and  H.  P.  Nicklas,  all  of  Durand;* 
with  A.  C.  Throne,  of  Eau  Galle;  Charles  Longsdorf,  of  Arkansaw,  and 
W.  A.  Parker,  of  Mondovi,  composed  this  staunchly  loyal  body  of  workers. 
Meetings  were  held  frequently  to  handle  the  money  questions  and  diffi¬ 
culties  the  war  conditions  presented.  On  Feb.  6,  1918,  this  committee  met 
at  Durand,  and  S.  G.  Gilman  addressed  a  public  meeting  in  the  evening  at 
the  Auditorium.  Mr.  Gilman  addressed  many  public  meetings  in  Buffalo, 
Pepin  and  adjoining  counties  in  the  early  part  of  1918. 

The  Exemption  Board  appointed  June  21,  1917,  consisted  of  W.  P. 
Taylor  (chairman),  \Y.  C.  Richardson  (secretary),  E.  F.  Woods,  N.  A. 
McMahon,  C.  J.  Swanson,  Virus  Dorwin,  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Cassidy.  S.  B. 
Tarrant  served  on  the  board  from  August,  1917,  to  July,  1918.  Dr.  Cas¬ 
sidy  died  Oct.  25,  1918,  and  on  November  2,  1918,  Dr.  J.  J.  Morgan  was 
appointed  examining  physician  in  his  place.  The  first  chief  clerk  was 
Virus  Dorwin.  He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Brunner,  who  in  turn  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  A.  C.  Smith.  The  first  appeal  agent,  W.  E.  Plummer,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  Jan.  31,  1918,  by  S.  B.  Ingram. 

It  was  the  practice  in  raising  men  to  act  on  the  orders  of  Provost- 
Marshal  General  Crowder  at  Washington.  He  telegraphed  his  orders  to 
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Hon.  E.  L.  Philipp,  governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  he  passed  them  on  to  Hon. 
Orlando  Holway,  adjutant-general  of  Wisconsin,  or  direct  to  the  local 
Exemptin  Board,  as  seemed  best.  Governor  Philipp  was  a  busy,  hard 
working  man  for  his  state  during  war  time.  He  was  the  agent  of  the  state 
to  receive  and  act  on  the  orders  from  the  War  Department,  and  filled  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  responsible  position  in  the  part  Wisconsin  took  in  the  great 
war.  It  was  his  ambition  to  place  and  keep  his  state  at  the  forefront  in 
everything  desired  by  the  national  administration.  Every  proclamation, 
order  or  call  made  by  President  Wilson  was  promptly  re-echoed  by  our 
governor  and  sent  to  the  people.  Although  each  man  is  a  partisan  as  to  his 
own  political  party,  there  is  nothing  in  the  war  record  of  our  President 
and  governor  that  shows  there  has  been  a  division  of  counsel  with  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  the  war.  It  takes  plenty  of  money  and  a  united  people 
to  carry  on  a  successful  war.  So  far  as  Pepin  County  acted  she  did  her  bit 
in  every  way.  It  was  upon  the  County  Council  of  Defense  that  the  burden 
of  the  civilian  activities  fell.  This  body  was  organized  pursuant  to  the  law 
enacted  by  the  legislature  that  was  in  session  when  the  war  was  declared. 
Its  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Durand,  May  3,  1917. 

Auxiliary  to  the  Executive  Committee  were  the  Publicity  Committee, 
the  Liberty  Loan  Committee,  the  War  Savings  Stamp  Committee  and  the 
Speakers’  Committee.  The  Publicity  Committee  was  composed  of  A.  W. 
Crippen  of  the  Entering  Wedge,  and  Ed.  Bardill,  of  the  Pepin  County 
Courier,  with  George  Tarrant  and  K.  K.  Brainard,  all  of  Durand.  The  War 
Stamp  Committee  was  composed  of  George  Tarrant,  chairman ;  H.  Pattison 
(postmaster),  Ed.  Pattison,  K.  K.  Brainard  and  C.  C.  Clemens,  all  of  Du¬ 
rand.  The  Speakers’  Committee  consisted  of  C.  A.  Ingram,  chairman; 
H.  A.  Miles,  Prof.  L.  U.  St.  Peter  and  A.  W.  Crippen. 

The  Food  Administrator  was  George  W.  Kees,  for  Pepin  County.  Mr. 
Kees,  although  76  years  of  age,  took  hold  of  war  work  as  vigorously  as 
men  two  score  years  younger.  He  was  busy  all  the  time  to  see  to  a  fair 
distribution  of  food  products  at  fair  prices.  He  drove  his  own  car  at  his 
own  expense  in  winter  time  to  distant  parts  of  the  county  to  arrange  with 
merchants  on  quantities  to  sell  and  prices  to  be  charged.  The  people  owe 
him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  services  that  money  cannot  pay. 

W.  A.  Parker,  of  Albany,  proved  an  efficient  public-spirited  servant  in 
work  on  Y.  M.  C.  A.  drives  and  Liberty  Loans,  both  in  Pepin  and  Buffalo 
counties.  He  gave  generously  of  his  time  at  his  own  expense  to  all  forms 
of  war  work. 

The  Legal  Advisory  Board  for  Pepin  County,  appointed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  about  Dec.  1,  1917,  was  C.  M.  Hilliard,  chairman ;  C.  A.  Ingram  and 
E.  S.  Pattison.  They  met  December  10,  and  C.  A.  Ingram  was  made  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  board.  At  that  meeting  it  added  to  its  membership  Louis 
Guildner,  of  Albany;  John  Brunner,  of  Lima;  Richard  Walters,  town  of 
Durand ;  A.  C.  Smith,  first  ward  of  the  city,  and  Roy  Kins,  second  ward ; 
Paul  Leiffering,  town  of  Waubeek;  Henry  Hortung,  Waterville;  Sheridan 
Livingston,  Frankfort;  C.  J.  Thies,  village  of  Pepin;  Edwin  Edblom,  town 
of  Pepin ;  Hjalmer  Wallin,  town  of  Stockholm,  and  H.  R.  Anderson,  village 
of  Stockholm.  Mr.  Anderson  resigned  during  the  summer  of  1918,  and 
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A.  F.  Peterson,  the  same  village,  filled  his  place.  These  men,  with  efficient 
aid  by  C.  P.  Lasyne,  John  Weishoppel  and  others,  of  Durand,  Wis.,  filled  the 
questionnaires  before  the  second  and  third  enrollments  of  Aug.  24  and 
Sept.  12,  1918,  and  with  the  aid  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Gilmore,  Mrs.  Cora  Horner 
and  Clarissa  Drier,  all  of  Durand,  wrote  the  questionnaires  after  Sept.  12, 
1918,  until  all  were  written. 

The  first  appointment  made  to  the  office  of  Government  Appeal  Agent 
was  W.  E.  Plummer.  Owing  to  Mr.  Plummer’s  declining  health  the 
Governor  filled  his  place  by  naming  S.  B.  Ingram,  of  Waubeek.  Mr. 
Ingram  proved  to  be  an  intensely  loyal,  active  and  watchful  officer.  He 
gave  liberally  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his  position.  By  working  with 
the  local  draft  board  Pepin  County  made  up  her  quota  of  soldiers  in  time 
for  each  call  made  upon  her. 

Resident  physicians  in  Pepin  County  when  the  war  broke  upon  us 
were  J.  J.  Morgan,  A.  C.  Huleatt,  E.  C.  Jacobs,  W.  W.  Cassidy  and  J.  V. 
King,  who  lived  in  Pepin,  but  later  removed  to  Bismarck,  N.  D.  W.  W. 
Cassidy  was  selected  for  chief  government  examiner  and  proved  efficiency 
in  all  his  work.  He  died  Oct.  25,  1918.  In  his  death  the  community  sus¬ 
tained  a  great  loss,  and  the  government  lost  a  faithful  public  officer. 

It  so  happened  that  few  remained  to  be  called  for  examination,  and 
Dr.  J.  J.  Morgan  attended  to  the  work  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Governor  Philipp  visited  the  annual  county  fair  of  this  county  in  1918 
and  addressed  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  war.  His  official  position 
enabled  him  to  do  the  subject  justice.  His  declaration  that  Wisconsin 
now  had  about  115,000  men  in  Europe  was  the  first  information  we  had  as 
to  what  the  state  had  been  doing  in  this  line.  He  urged  loyal  co-operation 
of  all  citizens,  and  expressed  the  hope  to  the  assembled  parents  that  their 
sons  would  soon  be  returned  to  them.- 

By  the  scourge  of  Spanish  influenza  that  broke  out  among  the  soldiers 
and  cantonments  in  the  late  summer  of  1918,  the  harvest  of  death  garnered 
in  some  of  Pepin  County’s  young  men.  Arthur  Percy,  of  Durand,  and 
George  Larson,  of  Stockholm,  both  died,  Percy  at  Camp  Grant  and  Larson 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Both  were  brought  home  and  buried  on  the  same 
day  and  hour  in  their  home  cemeteries. 

One  of  the  best  fields  for  obtaining  results  for  war  work  was  Red 
Cross  auction  sales.  Frank  Ecklor,  of  Ella,  in  Pepin  County,  is  one  of 
the  most  experienced  of  auctioneers.  Sales  were  projected  and  held  in 
Pepin,  Pierce  and  Dunn  counties,  tributary  to  Durand.  Mr.  Ecklor  con¬ 
ducted  twenty-two  auctions,  and  the  amount  of  the  sales  reached  about 
$13,000.  He  gave  his  fees  in  all  cases  and  paid  his  own  expenses,  and 
when  it  is  realized  that  his  fees  are  as  a  rule  2  per  cent,  it  is  easily  seen 
how  much  he  contributed  to  Red  Cross  work  of  his  time  and  money.  He, 
with  S.  M.  Kirkpatrick,  of  Red  Cedar,  Wis.,  conducted  the  sales  of  Durand 
on  Court  House  Square,  May  8,  1918,  when  $3,100  was  netted  to  the  fund 
for  soldiers’  aid  “over  there.’’ 

In  addition  to  the  committees  and  individuals  already  mentioned  who 
did  efficient  and  valuable  work  for  the  county  were  the  following: 

Fuel  Administrator,  W.  H.  Biles,  of  Durand.  Women’s  Committee, 
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Mrs.  H.  M.  Orlady,  of  Durand,  county  chairman;  Mrs.  B.  R.  Tarrant,  of 
Durand,  president  of  the  Red  Cross  organization.  Labor  Committee,  K.  K. 
Brainard,  of  Durand,  county  chairman;  N.  J.  Dunlap,  of  Pepin.  Agricul¬ 
tural  Committee,  Charles  Longsdorf ,  of  Arkansaw,  county  chairman ;  soils, 
Alfred  Biles,  of  Pepin ;  field  crops,  Charles  Longsdorf,  of  Arkansaw ;  dairy¬ 
ing,  G.  L.  Howard,  of  Durand;  livestock,  Mat  Brunner,  of  Durand;  labor, 
Will  Harmon,  of  Arkansaw ;  markets  and  exchange,  H.  Nicklas,  of  Durand, 
and  N.  Harmon,  of  Arkansaw ;  meetings  and  demonstrations,  A.  C.  Throne, 
of  Eau  Galle,  Wis. 

Educational  Committee,  Miss  Cynthia  Carlisle,  of  Durand;  L.  U.  St. 
Peter  and  F.  W.  Goodrich,  also  of  Durand. 

Transportation  and  Communication  Committee,  Oscar  Swanson,  K.  K. 
Brainard,  F.  J.  Vautrot,  Loyd  Lobdell  and  John  Weishapple,  all  of  Durand, 

The  following  are  the  city,  village  and  township  Councils  of  Defense. 
Durand — First  Ward,  Dr.  A.  J.  Will,  chairman;  executive  committe,  H. 
Marquardt,  Will  Black,  H.  A.  Miles.  Committee  at  Large,  Second  to  Third 
and  Fourth  avenue.  East  Prospect,  H.  Marquardt,  chairman;  C.  P.  Layne, 
N.  W.  Bowman,  A.  W.  Hoeser,  R.  Schoenbeck,  A.  C.  Smith.  Blocks  between 
First  and  second  avenues,  H.  A.  Miles,  chairman ;  C.  Hewett,  H.  Goodrich, 
William  Streese,  James  Carlisle,  Lee  Lettering.  Third  avenue,  east  of 
tracks.  Will  Black,  chairman;  J.  A.  Breunig,  George  Sanders,  Andrew  Nuss- 
berger,  Robert  Semple,  John  Quixtner.  Third  avenue,  west  of  tracks, 
A.  J.  Will,  chairman;  L.  Boehm,  A.  Oesterricher,  Walter  McMahon,  Jake 
Bauer,  Frank  Bauer.  Second  Ward,  F.  J.  Vautrot,  chairman.  Executive 
Committee,  H.  C.  Olson,  L.  U.  St.  Peter,  J.  Weishapple.  Committee  at 
Large,  W.  Hurlburt,  Tom  Boehrer,  Charles  Smiley,  R.  Doughty,  F.  X. 
Albedinger,  Will  Roepke,  F.  Polzer,  H.  Engeldinger,  C.  A.  Van  Brunt,  W.  E. 
Paul,  Bert  Barton,  E.  Pericol,  E.  Insco,  M.  H.  Carroll,  H.  Brunner,  H.  Hel- 
big,  Jr.,  S.  Erickson,  D.  Constantine,  J.  Wiessinger. 

Waterville  Township — Will  Harmon,  chairman;  executive  committee, 
E.  M.  Miles,  Thomas  Murry,  E.  N.  Rounds,  George  Brooks.  Committee  at 
Large,  Charles  Donley,  Judy  Cody,  M.  F.  Farnham,  Erve  Holden,  Charles 
Fleishauer,  Harry  Ogden,  Earl  Proue,  Clint  Taylor,  James  Liddy,  E.  L. 
Curtiss,  Frank  Keys,  James  Black,  J.  P.  Auth,  Ad  Coburn,  Henry  Hartung. 

Pepin  Township — O.  K.  Anderson,  chairman;  executive  committee, 
Charles  Maxe,  Axle  F.  Moline,  George  Wheeler,  B.  A.  Jahnke,  Antone 
Wallin,  Albert  Peters,  Edwin  Edblom.  Committees  at  Large,  Charles 
Maxe,  chairman;  Alfred  Sundberg,  Oode  Larson,  Charles  Saline,  Roland 
Johnson.  Edwin  Edblom,  chairman;  E.  Welberg,  Norten  Nelson,  Mannie 
Wallin,  Edward  Gustafson.  Axle  Moline,  chairman;  J.  F.  Marska,  John 
Bergmark,  Herman  Frank.  George  Wheeler,  chairman;  C.  B.  Gardner, 
Ed.  Singen,  David  Gore,  Phill  Flint.  B.  A.  Jahnke,  chairman;  Clarence 
Hawkins,  Erie  Hicks,  Cyrus  Allen,  John  McKain.  Antone  Wallin,  chair¬ 
man;  Peter  Busk,  Emil  Hailing,  Eddie  Sundvall,  David  Jackson,  Emanuel 
Newlund.  Albert  Peters,  chairman;  Charles  Brunkow,  Elmar  Haglund, 
Lawrence  Dorwin,  S.  S.  Wright. 

Village  of  Pepin — 0.  M.  Axtell,  chairman;  executive  committee,  E. 
Langers,  L.  A.  Axtell,  R.  D.  Newcomb,  W.  O.  Marks ;  committee  at  large. 
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T.  H.  Lage,  Sherman  Fleming,  Dr.  King,  Walter  Hunter,  Frank  Raditz, 
J.  L.  McKowan,  A.  G.  Allen,  H.  A.  Thies. 

Waubeek  Township — A.  C.  Throne,  chairman;  executive  committee, 
George  McGilton,  Sam  Ingram,  Pete  Thompson.  On  account  of  the  small¬ 
ness  of  the  township,  which  contains  but  forty  families,  there  was  no 
committee  at  large. 

Frankfort  Township — Charles  Longsdorf,  chairman;  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  Ruben  Anderson,  Elic  Johnson,  Theo.  Olson,  George  Schruth,  L.  J. 
De  Marce ;  committee  at  large,  S.  E.  Livingston,  Delbert  Minder,  Napoleon 
Coady,  John  Setterlund,  Charles  Byington,  Frank  Ecklor,  John  Anderson, 
Francis  Biles,  Emil  Anderson,  William  Moline. 

Lima  Township — Council  of  Defense,  John  Brunner,  Jr.,  chairman; 
executive  committee;  L.  M.  Goss,  T.  J.  Pattison,  Boyd  Weber,  Ed.  Koller; 
committees  at  large,  L.  M.  Goss,  chairman ;  Charles  Brunner,  John  X.  Bauer, 
Louis  Bauer,  Ludwig  J.  Bauer.  Boyd  Weber,  chairman;  John  Danzinger, 
Joe  P.  Bauer,  John  Abledinger,  Elmer  Rushenberg.  T.  J.  Pattison,  chair¬ 
man  ;  Frank  Weber,  Art  Dickson,  Tom  Anibas,  George  Sankey.  Ed.  Koller, 
chairman ;  Ed.  Catt,  Leo  Mason,  Pete  Massey. 

Village  of  Stockholm — E.  T.  Josephson,  chairman;  executive  commit¬ 
tee,  Oakley  Olund,  H.  R.  Anderson,  Andrew  Bock. 

Stockholm  Township — Charles  Moline,  chairman ;  executive  committee, 
C.  P.  Norcross,  Hjalmar  Wallin,  Samuel  E.  Steien;  committee  at  large, 
Lewey  Runquist,  Tom  Carpenter,  Gust  Julin,  Edwin  Westerberg,  Nels 
Quamstrom,  Aug.  Edelin,  Lars  A.  Melcher,  Friden  Lindgren,  Olaf  An¬ 
derson. 

Albany  Township — W.  A.  Parker,  chairman;  executive  committee, 
Lewis  Thalacker,  John  Melrose,  E.  D.  Hakes,  Antone  Bauer;  committee  at 
large,  Lewis  Machmeier,  August  Schreiner,  Henry  Weber,  Frank  Rosenthal, 
Gustav  Wild,  Charles  Pabst,  Robert  Brandtner,  John  Mackintosh,  Joe 
Hoover,  Sever  Broberg,  John  Komro,  Florin  Bauer,  Leo  Bauer. 

Durand  Township — H.  A.  Vrandenburg,  chairman;  executive  commit¬ 
tee,  Ed.  Van  Brunt,  R.  A.  Achenbach,  August  Pelke;  committee  at  large, 
John  McQuin,  R.  E.  Walters,  Nate  Plummer,  Alex  Koller,  Henry  Kees,  Tom 
Weiken,  Frank  Abelinger,  William  Yarrington,  W.  T.  Plummer. 
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CITY,  VILLAGES  AND  TOWNSHIPS 

Pepin  County  has  one  city,  Durand,  two  incorporated  villages,  Pepin 
and  Stockholm,  and  several  hamlets  such  as  Arkansas  and  Lakeport. 

DURAND 

Durand,  the  judicial  seat  of  Pepin  County,  is  a  prosperous  incor¬ 
porated  city  of  about  1,600  population,  located  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railway,  30  miles  from  Eau  Claire  and  20  miles  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  The  location  is  very  picturesque.  It  is  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Chippewa  River,  which  is  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  at  this 
point.  On  the  east  is  a  range  of  sandstone  bluffs,  which  is  thickly  studded 
with  trees  whose  summer  foliage  tends  to  make  a  charming  background  to 
the  general  view.  North  of  the  city  is  Waubeek  Mound,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river.  Towering  above  everything  else  it  forms  a  conspicuous  land¬ 
mark.  The  softness  and  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  is  remarkable  and  the 
climate  is  considered  very  healthful.  The  commercial  section  of  Durand  is 
confined  largely  to  Main  street,  being  about  six  blocks  long,  the  business 
houses  being  mostly  constructed  of  brick,  and  containing  stock  suited  to 
the  trade  of  this  section,  which  is  of  both  a  commercial  and  agricultural 
character.  Their  patronage  is  drawn  from  a  radius  of  many  miles,  includ¬ 
ing  Pepin,  Dunn,  Pierce  and  Buffalo  counties.  The  makeup  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  population  comprises  over  100  firms  or  individuals,  this  representa¬ 
tion  being  equal  to  that  of  places  of  much  larger  size,  a  fact  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  Durand  as  a  trade  center.  Mail  stages  run  daily  to 
Arkansaw  and  Eau  Galle. 

The  churches,  some  five  in  number,  represent  the  Catholic,  German 
Lutheran,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Congregational  and  Church  of  Nazarene 
denominations.  The  public  school  system  consists  of  two  buildings  and  a 
staff  of  eleven  teachers.  The  high  school  is  on  the  accredited  list  and  the 
general  efficiency  of  the  system  embodies  the  essential  advantages  for 
which  Wisconsin  is  distinguished.  A  Catholic  school  also  assists  in  the 
good  work  of  local  education,  for  which  purpose  it  has  the  best  and  most 
up-to-date  school  building  in  Durand.  As  an  adjunct  to  the  schools,  the 
public  library  fills  a  mission  of  usefulness  in  educational  work.  It  is  a 
Carnegie  contribution,  and  its  list  of  books  comprises  about  3,500  volumes. 
The  local  press  consists  of  a  weekly  paper  and  The  Link,  a  monthly  pub¬ 
lication,  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  Eau  Claire  district  Methodism,  both 
of  which  are  well  qualified  to  represent  the  class  of  literature  with  which 
they  are  identified.  About  all  the  leading  fraternal,  benevolent  and  social 
organizations  are  well  represented  and  supported. 

Public  and  private  utilities  and  conveniences,  to  a  large  extent,  reflect 
the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  in  pride,  progress  and  public  spirit. 
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Durand  is  provided  with  good  light  and  telephone  systems  and  service, 
both  of  which  are  owned  by  private  corporations. 

With  the  influx  of  settlement  in  the  Chippewa  Valley  during  the  early 
fifties,  and  the  increasing  development  of  the  Chippewa  lumber  regions,  it 
became  apparent  that  there  was  an  opportunity  for  the  establishment  of 
a  village  which  would  form  a  convenient  stopping  place  between  North 
Pepin  and  Eau  Claire.  To  Perry  Curtiss,  who,  in  1846  had  settled  near 
Eau  Galle,  in  Dunn  County,  and  opened  the  first  farm  in  this  entire  region, 
the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  in  Pepin  County,  appeared  to  be  an  ideal  location. 
Accordingly,  in  1855,  he  started  a  hamlet  which  he  called  Chippewa.  Quite 
a  settlement  sprang  up,  including  a  hotel,  several  stores,  a  postoflice,  and 
a  number  of  residences,  making  in  all  some  thirty  buildings.  But  it  was 
soon  found  that  the  site  was  subject  to  overflow  in  high  water,  and  after 
several  spring  floods  the  hamlet  was  abandoned.  Several  of  the  buildings 
were  removed  to  Durand. 

Durand  had  its  beginning  in  the  summer  of  1856,  when  Miles  Durand 
Prindle,  a  native  of  Derby,  Conn.,  journeyed  up  the  Chippewa  River  in  a 
keel  boat,  and  took  government  land  on  the  site  of  the  present  city.  He 
was  not,  however,  the  first  arrival.  Alexander  Babatz  had  been  living  in 
a  claim  shanty  in  the  neighborhood  for  several  years,  and  Charles  Billings 
had  a  small  board  cabin  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  he  used  when 
traveling  up  and  down  the  river.  No  real  roads  had  been  built,  but  there 
was  a  lumberman’s  trail  on  each  bank  of  the  Chippewa.  Miles  D.  Prindle 
and  Charles  Billings  laid  out  a  village  in  July,  1856,  the  survey  being  made 
by  Lorenzo  G.  Wood.  On  July  4,  1856,  a  board  was  put  up  with  the  name 
of  Durand  on  it,  and  the  village  was  started  on  its  career.  Peter  Gerber 
bought  the  first  lot,  and  erected  a  building  in  which  he  opened  the  first 
boarding  house.  Miles  D.  Prindle  and  Charles  Weatherbee  opened  the 
first  store.  Alonzo  Allen  put  up  a  blacksmith  shop.  Casper  Hugg  started 
a  boarding  house  which  he  named  the  “Bean  Sandwich,”  a  popular  place 
for  passing  woodsmen.  The  next  year,  W.  F.  Prindle,  George  Ellsworth  and 
W.  E.  Hays  erected  a  sawmill  with  a  capacity  of  15,000  feet  of  lumber 
a  day. 

In  1858  the  postoflice  was  moved  in  from  Chippewa,  and  that  same  year 
Dan  Rankin  commenced  to  build  a  hotel.  It  passed  through  the  hands 
of  several  parties  before  it  was  finished  by  A.  W.  Grippin  and  opened  in 
1859.  It  was  called  Grippin’s  Hotel,  and  was  the  first  one  in  the  village 
worthy  of  the  latter  name. 

Four  miles  up  the  river,  east  of  Durand,  a  water-power  grist  mill 
on  Bear  Creek  was  built  by  V.  W.  Dorwin,  in  1859.  It  was  a  small,  old- 
fashioned  stone  mill.  In  1879  several  additions  and  improvements  were 
made  to  it,  and  in  1880  it  was  operated  by  the  V.  W.  Dorwin  Mill  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  organized  in  that  year  with  a  capital  of  $25,000.  This 
same  company  owned  and  operated  the  carding-mill,  built  in  1876,  and 
a  cheese  factory,  erected  in  1871  on  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Dorwin. 
A  new  factory  was  built  in  1891,  and  production  commenced  in  it  in  May 
of  that  year. 
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Among  the  early  settlers  of  Durand  were :  George  Tarrant,  who  came 
in  1863  and  opened  a  store  on  the  present  Frank  Fox  comer;  A.  J.  Wallace, 
who  learned  the  plumbing  trade  in  Mr.  Prindle’s  store,  and  later,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  William  Hammond,  established  what  is  now  the  Durand  hard¬ 
ware  store;  Fraser  &  Houghton,  the  first  lawyers  in  Durand,  as  Clay  Wil¬ 
liams,  was  at  Bear  Creek ;  Samuel  Plummer,  who  came  from  Boston,  being 
followed  by  other  members  of  that  family;  Dr.  E.  C.  Baker,  who  also 
owned  a  drug  store ;  M.  D.  Bartlett  and  John  Meggett,  attorneys ;  Harding 
&  Scott,  woodworkers;  H.  C.  Green,  contractor;  W.  H.  Bailey,  painter; 
M.  H.  Tucker,  cabinetmaker;  E.  R.  Foster,  dry  goods;  Thomas  McGuire, 
brickmaker;  Thomas  Stokes,  owner  of  the  Eagle  Hotel;  Dr.  M.  A.  Shaw, 
publisher  of  the  Home  Mirror,  the  first  newspaper  in  Durand;  Philo  Bar¬ 
ton,  one  of  the  first  owners  of  a  meat  market,  for  some  time  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  E.  Oesterreicher ;  Alexander  Grippen,  uncle  of  William  Grippen, 
an  early  proprietor  of  the  “Bean  Sandwich,”  a  hotel  which  stood  where 
Rosenthal’s  Fair  store  stands  today;  Charles  Billings,  who  opened  the 
Billings  Addition,  and  Kuhn  &  Snell,  who  also  opened  up  additions  to  the 
village,  together  with  Charles  Weatherbee  and  Peter  Gerber,  N.  Plummer, 
R.  R.  Root,  D.  C.  Topping,  Capt.  V.  W.  Dorwin,  George  Babcock,  J.  J. 
Stafford  and  P.  E.  Hardy.  All  of  them  were  industrious,  persevering, 
enduring  and  enterprising  men ;  otherwise  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  them  to  surmount  the  obstacles  in  the  way  to  their  advancement,  or 
endure  the  hardships  attendant  upon  settling  in  a  region  away  from  any 
civilization,  except  that  which  existed  among  themselves,  and  many  miles 
distance  from  any  place  where  the  comforts  of  life  could  be  procured, 
assuming  that  they  had  the  means  to  do  so.  The  struggle  was  an  arduous 
one  for  several  years,  out  success  crowned  the  efforts  of  many  of  them  in 
the  end,  and  they  rose  to  be  men  of  mark  and  substance  in  the  community. 
Even  in  the  early  days  they  found  time  occasionally  for  social  enjoyment 
and  the  celebration  of  public  anniversaries.  The  “Glorious  Fourth”  in 
1857  was  celebrated  in  the  usual  patriotic  American  fashion.  The  services 
of  Mr.  Brown  of  La  Crosse,  had  been  secured  and  the  customary  patriotic 
speech  was  delivered,  Harry  Eaton  being  the  chairman  of  the  evening. 
The  speech  was  so  satisfactory  that  Mr.  Prindle  gave  Mr.  Brown  a  village 
lot.  The  festivities  concluded  with  a  dance  in  the  evening.  Christmas  of 
the  same  year  was  celebrated  with  a  barbecue,  a  large  steer  being  roasted 
whole. 

As  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county  became  developed,  Durand 
was  found  to  be  the  nearest  market  to  a  large  wheat-growing  country  and 
quite  a  flourishing  business  was  soon  established  in  shipping  that  cereal 
to  Eastern  markets.  It  was  not  a  place  that  held  out  great  inducements 
for  the  investment  of  capital,  and  until  the  coming  of  the  railroad  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  adequate  means  of  transportation. 
All  merchandise  had  to  be  brought  up  the  Chippewa  River  by  steamboat' 
In  the  summer,  or  by  teams  from  Menomonie  and  Read’s  Landing  in  the 
winter.  The  railroad,  constructed  in  1882,  supplied  the  one  element  lack¬ 
ing  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town.  Since  then  the  enterprise 
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of  the  citizens  has  done  the  rest,  and  by  industry  and  economy  they  have 
surrounded  themselves  with  a  fair  amount  of  the  comforts  and  elegancies 
of  life. 

On  Dec.  25,  1882,  the  Ecklor  House  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  The 
fire  being  beyond  control  when  discovered,  efforts  were  made  to  save  the 
contents.  A  strong  wind  was  blowing  and  in  a  few  minutes  several  build¬ 
ings  across  the  street  were  on  fire.  A  clean  sweep  of  both  sides  of  the 
street  was  made  from  the  Ecklor  House  corner  to  the  post  office,  including 
in  all  34  buildings.  The  losses  were  as  follows :  W.  H.  Huntington,  Ecklor 
House;  Mons  Anderson,  meat  market;  E.  A.  Holser,  shoe  store;  Joseph 
Schul,  harness  shop ;  H.  E.  Houghton,  “Whirlpool  Corner,''  two  store  build¬ 
ings,  residence  and  barn;  Seth  Scott,  feed  store;  L.  D.  Parkhurst,  barber 
shop;  Arkansaw  Furniture  Co.;  Mark  Moore,  household  goods;  George 
Moore,  household  goods;  Tiffany’s  store,  occupied  by  Wells  &  Harrison’s 
railroad  store;  P.  M.  Barton  and  family  residing  upstairs;  Peter  Gerber’s 
residence  and  barn;  Tarrant  &  Dorwin’s  store  building;  S.  J.  Humphrey’s 
drug  store;  J.  Van  Norman’s  harness  shop  and  hardware  store  (George 
Dunlap  and  family  residing  upstairs) ;  the  meat  market  of  Philo  and  Henry 
Goodrich ;  the  Brown  &  Davidson  dress-making  rooms ;  E.  B.  Parkhurst’s 
two-story  building;  the  Hutchinson  drug  store;  H.  C.  Page,  dentist;  the 
railroad  station,  total  loss ;  S.  M.  Scott,  saloon ;  E.  Oesterreicher,  meat  mar¬ 
ket;  Barton  &  Co.,  meat  market;  William  Seely,  confectionery  store;  Van 
Trot  Bros.,  hardware;  H.  E.  Houghton,  law  office;  A.  J.  Wallace,  store 
building;  W.  L.  Bachelder,  photo  gallery;  Mrs.  Houghton,  millinery  store; 
D.  C.  Topping,  store  building;  R.  B.  Goss,  store  building;  H.  D.  Dyer,  post 
office;  Mrs.  Miles,  millinery  store;  H.  A.  Knapps,  barn;  Charles  Wright, 
house  and  barn  with  most  of  contents.  The  damage  sustained,  particularly 
to  the  stocks  in  trade,  was  placed  at  $100,000.  The  total  insurance  was 
$48,000.  Each  of  the  Freemason,  United  Workmen,  Temple  of  Honor, 
Good  Templars  and  Odd  Fellows  organizations  had  handsomely  furnished 
lodge  rooms;  everything  was  lost  except  the  charters.  When  the  blocks 
were  rebuilt  the  business  houses  were  substantially  constructed  of  brick, 
as  this  product  is  easily  obtainable.  James  T.  Dorchester  operated  a  brick¬ 
yard  a  short  distance  northeast  of  the  city,  with  an  output  of  several 
hundred  thousand  each  season.  It  was  established  in  the  summer  of  1880. 

The  city  has  been  visited  by  several  severe  floods,  which  have  caused 
serious  inconvenience,  but  no  great  loss  of  property. 

Durand  was  incorporated  as  a  village  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
in  1871.  The  first  president  was  D.  C.  Topping.  Another  act  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  in  1887  incorporated  Durand  as  a  city.  The  first  officers  were: 
Mayor,  A.  Vantrot;  clerk,  W.  H.  Huntington;  treasurer,  P.  W.  Goodrich; 
assessor,  A.  G.  Coffin;  aldermen  (first  ward),  E.  Oesterreicher,  J.  H.  Park¬ 
hurst  and  Henry  Bruen;  (second  ward),  H.  A.  Knapp,  G.  W.  Dunlap  and 
H.  E.  Stanton.  The  officers  for  1918  are:  Mayor,  Finley  Goodrich;  aider- 
men — First  Ward,  Lee  Seiffring  and  H.  P.  Nickolas ;  Second  Ward,  William 
Bartlett  and  Christ  Hougen;  clerk,  C.  P.  Layne;  treasurer,  R.  E.  Kins; 
assessor,  Fred  Polzer. 

The  Durand  water  supply  is  derived  chiefly  from  a  flowing  artesian 
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well,  303  feet  deep,  the  distributing  pressure  being  both  direct  and  of 
gravitational  force,  reaching  all  parts  of  the  city.  In  1912  the  city  put  in 
a  system  of  waterworks  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  The  water  is  pumped  by 
electricity,  furnished  by  the  Durand  Light  &  Power  Co.,  from  its  Eau  Galle 
plant.  A  number  of  private  artesian  wells,  from  150  to  500  feet  deep,  are 
also  in  use. 

The  Durand  Volunteer  Fire  Department  was  organized  in  1888  with 
50  men,  and  with  an  equipment  of  one  steam  fire-engine  and  one  hook  and 
ladder  truck.  The  steam  fire-engine  was  sold  in  1918.  The  department 
now  consists  of  25  men,  one  hose-cart,  with  3,000  feet  of  hose,  and  one 
hook  and  ladder  truck,  W.  E.  Barton  being  chief.  The  water  is  furnished 
from  the  city  standpipe  and  pumping  station,  being  forced  by  electric 
pumps  at  a  pressure  of  80  pounds.  The  department  is  housed  in  the  city 
hall,  in  which  also  are  the  city  offices  and  council  chamber.  It  is  a  two- 
story  brick  building  equal  to  the  present  needs  of  the  city. 

The  Durand  Public  Library  was  established  in  1898  by  subscription 
and  was  housed  in  Dr.  Hutchinson’s  drug  store,  at  which  time  it  had  five 
or  six  hundred  volumes.  In  1900  the  city  took  it  in  hand  and  moved  it 
to  a  room  furnished  for  the  purpose,  where  it  remained  until  the  library 
building  was  completed  in  1907.  Several  applications  were  made  to  the 
Carnegie  Library  Association  for  a  building,  which  in  due  course  of  time 
was  granted.  The  city  furnishes  funds  for  its  maintenance.  The  library 
now  contains  4,000  volumes,  including  periodicals  and  a  fine  line  of  reference 
books.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Dunlap  has  been  librarian  since  1900. 

Tarrant’s  Park  owes  its  birth  to  the  liberality  and  kind  consideration 
of  the  family  of  that  name.  It  comprises  twelve  acres  of  wooded  land, 
well  suited  for  park  purposes.  It  was  a  gift  to  the  city  from  the  Tarrants 
as  a  family  presentation  to  perpetuate  the  intimate  association  of  this 
name  with  the  commercial  and  social  history  of  Durand. 

The  Durand  Light  &  Power  Company  was  originated  in  1900  by  the 
present  company  with  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of  $35,000.  It  has  met 
with  a  general  support  and  its  services  are  in  universal  demand  for  the 
lighting  of  the  city  homes  and  stores,  besides  the  power.  The  company 
owns  its  water  power  of  565  horse  capacity,  located  on  the  Eau  Galle  River. 
It  now  has  in  service  about  4,000  lights.  Its  official  staff  is  made  up  of 
G.  M.  Miles,  president;  E.  M.  Miles,  vice  president,  and  H.  A.  Miles,  sec¬ 
retary,  treasurer  and  manager,  all  men  of  enterprise  and  high  local  stand¬ 
ing,  whose  worth  is  reflected  in  the  good  electrical  service  rendered  and 
influence  in  industrial  promotion  in  other  undertakings. 

In  1856  a  keel  boat  was  built  by  M.  D.  Prindle  and  called  the  “Dutch 
Lady.”  It  was  run  for  a  number  of  years  between  Reed’s  Landing,  Durand 
and  Eau  Claire,  carrying  the  freight  between  those  places. 

In  1857  a  ferry  was  started  across  the  Chippewa  River  at  Durand  by 
Jacob  Kuhn  and  John  Schnell.  This  was  a  pole  ferry  and  was  run  as  such 
until  1860,  when  Sol  Crosby  a  horse  ferry.  It  was  subsequently  purchased 
by  George  Babcock.  Then  the  Goodrich  Brothers  became  the  owner  of  it, 
and  they  afterwards  sold  out  to  Carlisle  &  Smith,  who  introduced  the'  first 
steam  ferry-boat.  H.  R.  Smith  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  in  the  en- 
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terprise  and  operated  the  ferry  until  the  bridge  was  built  across  the  river. 
As  this  was  the  only  place  on  the  river  between  the  Mississippi  and  Eau 
Claire  at  which  a  crossing  could  be  made,  it  necessarily  brought  many 
people  here  and  was  beneficial  to  the  town. 

In  1884  a  wooden  bridge  was  constructed  across  the  Chippewa  River 
by  the  Chippewa  Bridge  Co.,  at  a  cost  of  $17,000,  the  city  granting  the 
necessary  charter  and  donating  $3,000,  which  was  raised  by  subscription. 
The  structure  was  built  of  wood  and  iron,  with  four  spans  of  200  feet 
each,  and  a  draw  100  feet  in  the  clear,  spanning  225  feet.  Its  total  length 
was  1,240  feet.  It  was  operated  as  a  toll  bridge,  a  charge  of  25  cents  being 
made  for  teams,  or  40  cents  both  ways,  and  five  cents  for  foot  passengers. 
After  being  in  operation  for  20  years  the  charter  expired,  and  on  Sept.  11, 
1906,  during  a  high  wind,  the  bridge  was  blown  off  its  abutments  and 
destroyed. 

In  the  spring  of  1902  the  city  started  the  construction  of  a  steel  bridge, 
which  was  completed  in  the  fall  at  a  cost  of  $33,000.  It  has  four  spans 
of  200  feet  each,  and  a  draw  of  326  feet.  It  is  operated  as  a  toll  bridge 
during  the  day  time,  but  passage  is  free  after  8:00  p.  m. 

This  bridge  has  been  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  people  and 
merchants  of  Durand.  There  is  no  other  crossing  place  lower  down  the 
Chippewa  River,  and  people  desiring  to  get  by  automobile  from  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  towns  below  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  those  above, 
and  vice  versa  must  pass  through  Durand.  This  brings  to  the  city  tourists 
who  patronize  the  hotels  and  advertise  its  advantages,  and  business  men 
who  spend  considerable  money  here.  Much  rural  trade  is  also  brought 
from  the  westward. 

The  first  school  available  for  the  children  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Durand  was  taught  by  Emma  Ide  (afterwards  Mrs.  H.  R.  Smith)  in  the 
summer  of  1857  at  Chippewa,  the  small  settlement  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
Durand,  now  known  as  Bear  Creek.  The  first  school  in  Durand  was  taught 
by  Mary  Morse,  in  a  small  frame  building,  she  being  succeeded  by  Emma 
Ide,  the  first  teacher  at  Chippewa.  In  1860  the  first  district  schoolhouse, 
with  one  department,  was  built.  It  was  known  as  the  stone  schoolhouse. 
Since  1873  it  has  been  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  The  district  schoolhouse 
on  Burgess’  addition  was  substituted  for  it  when  the  high  school  was 
established  under  the  free  high  school  law  of  the  state.  It  was  moved 
about  a  mile  out  of  the  city,  in  1876,  and  converted  into  a  residence. 

The  present  schools  consist  of  two  frame  buildings,  each  of  two  stories, 
one  being  used  for  grades  and  high  school,  and  the  other  for  grades  only. 
The  main  building  was  erected  in  1876,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  additions  being 
made  in  the  eighties.  It  is  electrically  lighted,  heated  with  hot  air  fur¬ 
nace,  and  furnished  with  running  water  and  toilets.  In  this  building  eight 
grades  are. taught,  together  with  a  full  high  school  course  of  four  years, 
and  courses  in  agriculture  and  domestic  science. 

The  Durand  Postoffice  has  an  interesting  history.  In  the  spring  of 
1858,  the  postoffice  at  the  village  of  Chippewa,  at  the  mouth  of  Bear 
Creek,  was  removed  to  Durand,  D.  C.  Topping  was  the  first  postmaster. 
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and  the  office  was  in  his  store  in  what  was  afterward  known  as  the  old 
Barton  Block.  In  1861,  he  was  succeeded  by  W.  F.  Prindle,  whose  suc¬ 
cessor  was  C.  J.  Smith.  The  next  to  hold  the  office  was  Myron  A.  Shaw. 
He  was  followed  by  H.  D.  Dyer,  who  continued  to  serve  the  public  for  21 
years.  A.  W.  Hammond  was  then  postmaster  for  three  years,  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  W.  L.  Bachelder,  being  appointed  in  1889.  Patrick  Ryan  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1896  and  remained  in  office  until  September  1,  1899.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1899,  Mabel  Ryan  succeeded  Patrick  Ryan  and  was  postmistress 
to  January  1,  1900,  at  which  time  John  Gillmore  was  appointed  and  was 
postmaster  to  December,  1915.  His  successor  was  Henry  Pattison,  who 
is  postmaster  at  the  present  time.  The  mail  service  at  the  present  time 
comprises  a  free  city  and  rural  delivery,  made  up  of  one  city,  four  rural 
and  two  star  route  carriers.  Durand  is  one  of  the  few  cities  of  its  size 
in  the  United  States  having  free  mail  delivery,  a  privilege  created  by  the 
large  local  business.  Rural  Route  No.  1  was  established  and  commenced 
delivering  mail  about  1902.  August  Fisher  was  the  first  carrier.  F.  G. 
Slumph  has  been  carrier  on  the  route  some  fifteen  years.  Rural  Route 
No.  2  was  established  and  commenced  to  deliver  mail  on  February  2,  1903. 
Charles  G.  Branch  was  the  first  mail  carrier  and  is  still  delivering  mail  on 
this  route.  The  Tarrant  postoffice  on  this  route  was  discontinued  into  the 
Durand  office.  Rural  Route  No.  3  was  established  and  commenced  to 
deliver  mail  on  June  15,  1905.  August  Schlumpf  is  now  delivering  mail 
on  this  route.  The  Misha  Mokwa  postoffice  on  this  route  was  discontinued. 
Rural  Route  No.  4  was  established  next.  Roy  Forster  is  now  the  mail 
carrier  on  this  route.  The  Urne  postoffice  was  discontinued  when  the 
route  was  established. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Durand  dates  back  to  religious 
activities  in  the  days  of  the  early  settlement.  As  long  ago  as  1855,  prayer 
meetings  were  held  on  Maxville  Prairie,  and  the  following  year  several 
meetings  were  held  by  local  preachers.  At  these  early  meetings,  the 
most  prominent  and  active  participants  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kings- 
land,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Aaron,  and  Edward  Doughty  and  other  members 
of  the  Doughty  family.  Of  these  C.  F.  Kingsland  became  an  ordained 
clergyman  in  the  Minnesota  conference,  and  all  became  leaders  in  Chris¬ 
tian  work.  Meetings  continued  to  be  held  throughout  this  region  from 
Alma  to  Eau  Claire  and  much  good  resulted.  As  the  result  of  this  activity, 
Rev.  Chauncey  Hobart,  presiding  elder  of  the  Prescott  District,  came  to 
Maxville  Prairie,  on  July  17,  1858,  organized  the  Maxwell  Prairie-Bear 
Creek  Circuit,  installed  Rev.  S.  M.  Webster  as  circuit  preacher,  and  held 
the  first  quarterly  conference.  James  B.  Drew  and  Edward  Doughty 
were  made  local  preachers  and  exhorters,  while  U.  P.  Purcell,  Henry  Cole¬ 
man,  Perry  Hardy,  L.  Howard,  J.  U.  Stafford  and  Henry  Doughty  were 
selected  to  serve  as  stewards.  Of  these  Henry  Doughty  is  still  a  member 
of  the  official  board  of  the  church  at  Durand. 

The  old  time  quarterly  conference  was  an  important  event  in  any 
Methodist  community.  This  was  more  than  that.  It  was  a  climax.  A 
revival  broke  out,  and  about  one  hundred  persons  are  recorded  as  con- 
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verted.  The  participants  came  together  from  a  wide  region.  One  came 
from  beyond  Beef  River  with  an  ox  team.  Parties  were  made  up  to  make 
the  trip  from  Durand,  Alma,  Chippewa  City  and  other  points. 

The  second  quarterly  conference  was  held  Oct.  9,  1858,  at  Tuttle’s 
Schoolhouse,  in  the  Bear  Creek  Valley,  north  of  the  David  Gifford  farm. 
Among  those  prominent  at  this  conference  were  P.  Hardy,  Edward 
Doughty,  Andrew  Lobdell,  J.  B.  Green,  F.  Neal,  G.  Doud,  Henry  Doughty 
and  Daniel  Doughty.  The  third  quarterly  conference  was  held  at  Maxville 
Prairie.  The  fourth  quarterly  conference  was  held  at  Chippewa  Village, 
at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  a  mile  above  Durand.  Nelson  Sabin  and  Jere¬ 
miah  Newville  were  elected  stewards.  S.  M.  Webster  was  recommended 
to  the  Bishop  to  be  returned  to  the  circuit.  This  year  a  parsonage  was 
erected  on  Maxville  Prairie. 

The  second  year  opened  under  favorable  circumstances.  Four  stations 
were  in  the  circuit,  Maxville  Prairie,  Chippewa  City,  Tuttle’s  Schoolhouse 
in  Bear  Creek,  and  Luna  in  Lima  Township.  Rev.  S.  M.  Webster  was 
circuit  preacher  and  Edward  Doughty  his  assistant.  The  first  quarterly 
conference  was  held  at  Luna,  June  25,  1858.  Timothy  S.  Kilgore  was 
added  to  the  list  of  stewards.  Daniel  Beeman  was  present  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  full  membership  from  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church,  and 
his  license  as  a  local  preacher  in  that  church  recognized.  Beeman  was  a 
well-known  character  of  those  days.  He  had  lived  in  New  Orleans,  and 
was  an  ardent  abolitionist.  For  some  years  he  had  been  a  daring  agent 
of  the  Underground  Railroad,  but  being  discovered  and  his  usefulness 
thus  ended  there,  he  fled  north  and  settled  near  Eau  Claire. 

The  second  quarterly  conference  was  held  at  a  camp  meeting  on 
the  land  of  Delos  Allen,  just  east  of  the  present  limits  of  Durand.  After 
the  camp  meeting,  the  lumber  from  the  sheds,  stands  and  shacks  was  piled 
on  a  lot  in  Durand  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church.  But  a  deed  to 
the  lot  was  not  obtained,  the  plan  did  not  materialize  and  the  lumber  was 
disposed  of  otherwise.  This  was  the  last  as  well  as  the  second  confer¬ 
ence,  the  annual  conference  thereafter  being  held  in  the  fall.  A  number 
of  new  names  had  by  this  time  began  to  appear  in  official  connection  with 
the  circuit,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  E.  S.  Havens  (local  preacher) , 
M.  D.  Ford,  J.  W.  Hardikg,  R.  F.  Brown  and  George  Teal. 

In  1860-61,  Rev.  S.  M.  Webster  continued  as  circuit  preacher,  with 
M.  Woodley  and  D.  W.  Downs  as  junior  preachers.  The  circuit  now  in¬ 
cluded  Alma,  Maxwell,  Little  Bear  Creek,  Durand,  Tuttle’s,  Wood’s,  Luna 
and  Locks.  The  second  quarterly  conference  was  held  at  Durand,  Feb.  9, 
1861.  The  fourth  quarterly  conference  was  also  held  there.  Tyrone  was 
added  to  the  circuit.  A  missionary  collection  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$10.50.  The  conference  recommended  that  the  circuit  be  split  north  and 
south,  cutting  off  Mondovi. 

The  first  quarterly  conference  for  1861-62  was  held  at  Luna  with  M. 
Sorin  as  presiding  elder,  Thomas  Harwood  as  circuit  preacher  and  C.  F. 
Kingsland  as  junior  preacher.  Daniel  Doughty  was  appointed  class  leader 
of  the  Durand  Class. 

At  the  fourth  quarterly  conference  held  at  Durand,  Sept.  10,  1862, 
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the  financial  report  of  the  year  was  read.  It  had  been  estimated  that  for 
the  year’s  work  and  expenses  the  presiding  elder  should  have  $24,  the 
circuit  preacher  $210,  and  the  junior  preacher  $350,  a  total  of  $584.  But 
of  this,  only  $159.07  was  collected.  For  missions  $6.04  was  raised  in  the 
whole  circuit. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  new  conference  year  that  fall,  M.  Sorin  was 
still  the  presiding  elder.  Rev.  C.  P.  Hackney  was  circuit  preacher,  and 
J.  S.  Ackers  junior  preacher.  Mondovi,  Durand  and  all  outlying  points 
were  in  one  circuit. 

In  1863-64  the  same  preachers  remained.  T.  C.  Golden  was  presiding 
elder.  The  building  of  a  church  at  Durand  continued  to  be  considered. 
In  1864-65,  the  pastor  was  the  Rev.  M.  Woodley,  and  James  Gurley, 
of  Maxville,  the  local  preacher.  At  the  quarterly  conference  held  in  July, 
1865,  Mr.  Woodley  announced  that  poverty  compelled  him  to  leave  the 
circuit.  He  had  served  forty-five  weeks,  driven  the  circuit  in  all  kinds 
of  weather,  had  advanced  his  own  expenses,  had  himself  contributed  to 
various  church  funds,  and  had  received  from  the  circuit  but  $254.16,  or 
about  $1  a  day.  The  Civil  war  was  just  ending,  and  after  the  four  years 
of  struggle,  the  scattered  settlers  in  this  region  were  without  money. 
Mr.  Gurley  filled  out  the  year,  receiving  for  his  services,  $38.00. 

But  a  renewed  prosperity  and  interest  were  about  to  dawn.  In  the 
fall  of  1865  came  Rev.  L.  E.  Sprenger.  Mr.  Sprenger  had  served  through 
the  Civil  war  as  chaplain  of  the  Third  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  had  done  excel¬ 
lent  work.  He  brought  with  him  to  this  circuit  both  energy  and  ability. 
Before  he  had  been  working  here  long  he  had  at  Durand  a  class  of  37 
members,  with  an  average  attendance  of  18  at  the  class  meetings  and 
six  at  the  prayer  meetings.  He  also  had  at  Durand  a  flourishing  Sunday 
school,  with  some  eighty  members.  The  work  at  Maxwell,  Tuttle’s  and 
Wood’s  flourished  in  proportion. 

In  1866,  with  a  view  to  building  a  church,  a  board  of  trustees  was 
appointed  to  acquire  and  hold  property  at  Durand.  This  board  con¬ 
sisted  of  Daniel  Doughty,  Seth  Stott,  Fayette  Allen,  Henry  Doughty  and 
Samuel  Doughty.  The  fall  or  early  winter  of  1866,  Rev.  Mr.  Sprenger 
started  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice  which  was  40  by  60  feet,  ground 
dimensions,  and  cost  $1,200.  It  was  completed  during  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  A.  J.  Davis,  1867-68  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Richardson, 
presiding  elder  of  the  La  Crosse  District.  It  cost  about  $4,000.  The  next 
pastors  were  Rev.  W.  H.  Bushnell,  1869 ;  Rev.  W.  T.  Boughton,  1870 ;  Rev. 
G.  D.  Brown,  1871-73.  F.  W.  Dighton  supplied  for  a  few  months  and 
died  here  in  1874.  The  Rev.  W.  W.  Wheaton  was  pastor  in  1875-76;  Rev. 
C.  C.  Swartz  in  1877-78 ;  Rev.  W.  C.  Cross  in  1879-80 ;  Rev.  J.  Harrington 
in  1881;  Rev.  N.  C.  Bradley  in  1882;  Rev.  G.  D.  Brown  in  1883-84;  Rev. 
P.  K.  Jones  in  1885-86.  During  Mr.  Jones’  pastorate,  the  church  building, 
was  improved  and  a  good  parsonage  erected.  These  ventures  left  the  con¬ 
gregation  considerably  in  debt,  but  this  was  partly  liquidated  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  John  Holt  in  1887-91.  During  this  pastorate  a  tower 
was  built  on  the  church  and  a  furnace  installed.  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith  served 
the  charge  in  1892  and  G.  W.  Smith  in  1893.  During  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
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Warren  Woodruff  in  1894-95,  the  parsonage  was  painted  and  an  addition 
erected.  Under  Rev.  W.  E.  Emery,  in  1896,  the  church  was  painted  and 
electric  lights  put  in.  Rev.  John  Leimbuhler  served  in  1899-1900;  Rev. 
H.  C.  Chambers  in  1901 ;  Rev.  A.  W.  Luce  in  1902-03 ;  Rev.  R.  A.  Atkins, 
1904-05.  Under  the  Rev.  Frank  Bell,  1906-08,  improvements  were  made 
on  church  and  parsonage  and  the  parsonage  again  painted.  Rev.  R.  H. 
Reed  served  from  1909  to  the  spring  of  1911.  Since  then  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Harris  has  had  the  church  in  charge.  Under  his  pastorate  the  church 
has  taken  on  new  life.  The  locations  of  the  church  and  parsonage  have 
been  changed,  the  church  being  placed  on  the  corner  of  the  block.  The 
church  was  repapered  on  the  interior,  a  full  basement  constructed  and  a 
new  furnace  and  heating  system  installed.  The  parsonage  was  repapered 
and  repainted  on  the  interior,  a  full  basement  constructed,  and  the  remod¬ 
eled  church  furnace  placed  therein.  Thus  both  buildings  were  made  more 
suitable  for  their  present  use  and  the  property  greatly  increased  in  beauty 
and  value.  Among  the  pioneer  members  of  the  church  whose  early  toils 
made  the  later  success  possible  may  be  mentioned :  John  Stafford ;  Edward, 
Henry,  Samuel,  William,  Henrietta  and  Phoebe  Doughty;  Daniel  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Graff ;  Charles  (Sr.)  and  Zillah  Van  Brunt;  Perry  and  Lucinda  Hardy; 
Seth  and  M.  B.  Scott;  Joseph  and  Susan  Harding. 

The  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  of  Durand  was  established  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Kidder,  of  Eau  Claire,  who  commenced  missionary  work  here 
in  February,  1874.  In  the  following  September,  the  Chippewa  Convention 
was  held  in  the  village,  when  a  church  of  twelve  members  was  organized. 
These  members  were:  Caleb  Spooner,  Matthias  Vickery,  Lucinda  Spooner, 
Mrs.  Augusta  Greenwood,  Mrs.  Alma  Tunison,  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Kidder,  Al- 
berone  Kidder,  Mrs.  Jessie  Fraser,  Mrs.  Tercelie  Sterling,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Kinney,  Mrs.  Hattie  Dyer  and  Mrs.  Angelina  A.  Hutchinson.  Caleb 
Spooner  was  unanimously  chosen  the  first  deacon.  There  was  a  revival  in 
1875,  when  the  membership  was  increased  to  twenty.  Services  were  held 
at  the  Courthouse  until  the  frame  house  of  worship,  33  by  66  feet,  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  280,  was  erected  in  1879-80  at  a  cost  of  $4,500.  Mr. 
Kidder  was  mainly  instrumental  in  securing  efficient  aid  for  this  purpose. 
The  dedication  took  place  Oct.  17,  1880.  The  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe  officiated 
at  the  ceremonies  and  raised  the  balance  of  the  indebtedness,  $700,  thus 
rendering  the  congregation  free  from  pecuniary  obligations.  Mr.  Kidder 
resigned  in  1883,  having  served  nearly  ten  years.  He  was  followed  in 
the  pastorate  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Wood,  who  remained  two  years,  retiring 
July  26,  1886.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Morse,  who  served  as 
pastor  until  October,  1891.  Under  his  leadership  the  present  manse  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $1,400.  Since  then  the  pastors  have  been:  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  E.  B.  Boggess,  October,  1891-February,  1893;  Henry  Baker,  De¬ 
cember,  1893-April,  1894;  F.  B.  Doe,  June,  1894-September,  1894;  J.  F. 
Bacon,  November,  1894-October,  1895;  J.  A.  Eaken,  December,  1895-Au- 
gust,  1898 ;  Alex  Chambers,  January,  1889-May,  1901 ;  L.  A.  Holt,  January, 
1902-November,  1902 ;  F.  H.  Anderson,  April,  1903-September,  1905 ;  J.  H. 
Roland,  February,  1906-October,  1909 ;  O.  W.  Smith,  October,  1911-March, 
1914;  N.  W.  Conkle,  March,  1915-May  1917.  T.  T.  Phelps,  the  present 
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pastor,  came  in  September,  1917.  Under  his  leadership  the  church  has 
more  than  doubled  its  membership,  seventy  new  members  being  admitted 
his  first  year  here.  The  Manse  has  also  been  greatly  improved,  the  exte¬ 
rior  being  stuccoed  and  the  interior  decorated.  The  church  is  in  a  flourish¬ 
ing  condition  and  is  doing  its  share  toward  the  progress  of  the  community. 

St.  John’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Durand  is  pleasantly  situ¬ 
ated  on  West  Montgomery  street.  The  church  dates  back  to  1889,  when 
services  were  held  in  Gerber’s  Hall  by  Rev.  F.  Schaffnit.  These  services 
continued  to  be  held  and  in  1898  an  organization  was  perfected  by  Henry 
Bruenn,  George  P.  Gerber,  C.  Bruenn,  H.  Klems,  J.  Hartman  and  Albert 
Strese.  Among  others  who  have  since  come  into  prominence  may  be 
mentioned  Richard  Dreysee,  William  Strese,  John  Bruenn  and  Fred  Block. 
The  church  building  was  erected  in  1901  and  dedicated  Nov.  10,  of  that 
year.  The  pastors  have  been  the  Rev.  Messrs.  F.  Schaffnit,  H.  Claassen, 
W.  Flachmeier,  C.  Baetke,  J.  Preu,  J.  Kruger  and  P.  Schedler,  the  present 
pastor. 

On  a  high  elevation,  commanding  a  splendid  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Chippewa  River,  stands,  almost  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  the  Church  of 
the  Durand  Catholic  Parish,  St.  Mary’s,  erected  in  1885,  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
M.  Baur.  , 

Many  years  prior  to  its  settlement  as  a  parish,  the  Catholic  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Durand  had  been  in  existence  as  a  mission,  being  attended  in  suc¬ 
cession  by  priests  from  Chippewa  Falls,  Hudson  and  Eau  Galle.  The 
first  Catholic  settlers  in  and  around  Durand  were  Daniel  Fitzpatrick,  Ber¬ 
nard  McDonough,  Maurice  Powers,  Thomas  Fox,  Thomas  Egan  and  others, 
who  had  emigrated  from  Ireland  during  the  potato  famine  and,  after  many 
wanderings  had  settled  here  in  the  fifties  of  the  last  century.  They  were 
followed  in  the  sixties  by  Catholic  settlers  from  Germany  and  Belgium, 
among  whom  the  Nussberger,  Kralwoski  and  Kieffring  families  deserve 
special  mention.  In  the  seventies  there  came  a  large  influx  of  Catholics 
of  the  German  race,  who  came  from  the  province  of  Lower  Austria,  in 
the  former  Austrian  empire ;  this  influx  continued  until  1890,  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  the  great  bulk  of  the  congregation  consists  of  Catholics  of  Austrian 
descent,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  people  of  the  Irish  and  French  race. 

The  present  church  property  was  purchased  in  1866  and  the  first 
Catholic  church  erected  on  it  in  1874.  In  1876  Father  Albert  Mendl,  who 
was  appointed  first  resident  pastor  in  Durand,  built  a  new  parsonage.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  N.  Flammang,  who  remained  until  Dec.  31,  1880, 
when  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Baur  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office.  During  his 
pastorate,  which  lasted  18  years,  many  valuable  improvements  and  addi¬ 
tions  were  made.  Among  these  is  the  present  substantial  brick  church, 
42  x  82  feet,  which  was  erected  in  1885  and  dedicated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Flasch  of  the  La  Crosse  diocese.  The  following  year  a  parochial  school 
was  opened  in  the  building  which  had  formerly  served  as  church.  The 
present  spacious  parsonage  was  built  in  1891  and  the  old  parsonage  turned 
into  a  residence  for  the  School  Sisters. 

January  1,  1898,  Rev.  Charles  B.  Weikmann  was  appointed  pastor  of 
the  congregation  and  continued  until  July,  1909,  when  he  was  succeeded 
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by  the  present  incumbent,  Rev.  Peter  Trierweiler.  Father  Weikmann 
liquidated  the  debts  of  the  congregation  and  added  many  valuable  im¬ 
provements  to  school  and  parsonage.  In  1914  the  present  imposing 
Parochial  School  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $10,000. 

The  congregation  at  the  present  time  is  estimated  at  800  souls.  The 
parochial  school  which  is  connected  with  this  congregation,  consists  of 
three  departments,  the  total  average  attendance  of  scholars  being  one 
hundred.  The  school  is  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis  of  La 
Crosse,  Wis. 

The  Pentecostal  Church  of  the  Nazarine  was  organized  in  the  G.  A.  R. 
Hall,  on  July  31,  1915,  by  the  Rev.  Lyman  Brough  with  eleven  charter 
members  as  follows:  J.  T.  Dorchester,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orrin  Moore,  Mrs. 
William  Moore,  Mrs.  Walter  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Harding,  Esther 
Harding,  Ruth  Harding,  Earl  Smith  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Ganoe.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Eagen  have  since  been  added.  The  church  is  located  on  Third 
street,  and  through  the  faithfulness  and  sacrifice  of  the  members,  the 
property  is  free  from  debt.  The  first  pastor,  Rev.  C.  H.  Beck,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Tower,  who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Theodore  F.  Harrington.  Of  the  purpose  of  this  church  the 
present  pastor  says:  “The  above  church  exists  to  preach  the  salvation 
purchased  for  all  mankind  by  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  believes 
that  this  salvation  is  free,  full  and  present,  and  not  for  a  chosen  few  but  for 
all.  It  has  no  desire  nor  intent  to  tear  down  God’s  work  or  fight  any  other 
church,  but  to  build  up  the  church  and  fight  sin  in  all  its  forms  by  preach¬ 
ing  the  truth  as  found  in  the  Word  of  God.  Truth  is  bound  to  triumph 
as  Christ  is  bound  to  triumph,  and  so  is  His  truth  and  that  we  believe. 
We  preach  a  sin-eliminating  salvation,  bringing  full  salvation  to  every 
heart  that  accepts  it  on  God’s  terms.” 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Durand  was  the  Home  Mirror,  estab¬ 
lished  in  October,  1861,  by  Myron  A.  Shaw,  and  conducted  by  him  one 
year,  from  March  to  October,  1862,  in  partnership  with  W.  W.  Wood.  Mr. 
Shaw  then  sold  to  George  Van  Waters,  the  paper  two  months  later  being 
called  the  Alembic.  Early  in  1863  it  became  the  Durand  Times,  and  was 
conducted  by  Van  Waters  till  June,  1869,  during  the  last  six  months  in 
partnership  with  Sidney  A.  Foster.  It  was  then  sold  to  Foster  and  J.  D. 
Powers,  and  after  February,  1870,  was  conducted  by  Foster  alone  till 
October,  1873.  Its  proprietor  from  that  time  to  June,  1876,  was  W.  H. 
Huntington,  his  successor  being  W.  H.  H.  Matteson,  who  conducted  the 
Times  until  November,  1878,  when  the  office  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Soon 
after  that  disaster  the  subscription  list  was  transferred  to  the  Pepin 
County  Courier.  The  paper  was  styled  the  Durand  Weekly  Times  after 
April,  1871.  In  politics  it  was  Republican. 

The  Pepin  County  Courier  was  started  by  W.  H.  Huntington  in 
December,  1877,  and  in  November  or  December  of  the  following  year  he 
secured  the  subscription  lists  of  the  Times  from  W.  H.  H.  Matteson  and 
changed  the  name  of  his  paper  to  the  Pepin  County  Times  and  Courier. 
In  January,  1880,  Mr.  Huntington  dropped  the  word  “Times”  and  his 
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paper  became  the  Courier  only.  In  January,  1885,  J.  D.  Eldridge  and  E.  F. 
Morsbach  became  the  owners  of  it  and  published  it  until  1889,  when  Mr. 
Huntington  again  became  its  proprietor.  He  had  as  partner  one  time 
E.  F.  Morsbach  and  at  another  time  B.  E.  Barton.  The  next  owner  was 
J.  D.  Eldridge,  who  conducted  it  until  March,  1908,  his  widow  subsequently 
continuing  its  publication.  In  June,  1914,  Mrs.  Eldridge  sold  the  Courier 
to  Ed.  M.  Bardill  and  Emil  Bardill.  These  young  men  were  born  in  Alma, 
Wis.,  and  had  considerable  experience  in  the  newspaper  field.  Ed.  M. 
Bardill  took  charge  of  the  editorial  work,  while  Emil  Bardill  supervised 
the  mechanical  department.  In  April,  1918,  both  young  men  being  in  the 
draft,  they  were  compelled  to  dispose  of  their  business.  Consequently 
they  sold  out  to  Barton  &  Crippin,  of  the  Entering  Wedge,  who  combined 
the  two  papers  under  the  title  of  The  Courier-Wedge. 

The  Entering  Wedge  was  founded  in  July,  1893,  by  C.  A.  Ingram 
and  John  N.  Kirk,  as  the  “entering  wedge”  of  a  new  movement  in  local 
politics.  Mr.  Kirk  continued  as  a  partner  until  April,  1894,  when  he  sold 
his  share  to  James  W.  Lloyd.  Mr.  Lloyd  sold  to  LeRoy  A.  Goodrich  in 
March,  1895.  In  January,  1902,  Mr.  Goodrich  bought  out  Mr.  Ingram  and 
became  sole  owner.  In  March,  1904,  Mr.  Goodrich  formed  a  partnership 
with  B.  E.  Barton.  Four  years  later,  C.  A.  Ingram  purchased  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Goodrich,  and  he  and  Mr.  Barton  published  the  paper  for  about  a 
year.  Then  L.  N.  Poquette  joined  them  in  the  firm  which  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  Entering  Wedge  Co.  About  fifteen  months  later, 
Mr.  Ingram  sold  his  interest  to  his  partners,  retiring  in  July,  1909.  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  of  that  year,  the  paper  was  purchased  by  August  Ender  and 
family.  Early  in  November,  1914,  Mr.  Ender  sold  the  Entering  Wedge  to 
B.  E.  Barton  and  A.  W.  Crippin.  In  April,  1918,  Messrs.  Barton  and  Crippin 
bought  the  Pepin  County  Courier  and  combined  the  two  papers  under  the 
name  of  the  Courier-Wedge. 

The  paper  has  developed  from  its  original  purpose  as  a  political  organ 
to  one  that  voices  the  general  welfare  along  all  lines  worthy  of  discussion, 
so  its  pages  are  filled  with  breezy  local  items  and  the  current  happenings 
of  the  world.  Its  makeup  and  general  character  reflect  experience  and 
complete  knowledge  of  the  demands  of  each  respective  department.  It  is 
a  seven-column  quarto  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  high-grade  newspaper 
endeavor,  and  in  full  sympathy  with  the  progressive  sentiment  of  the  day. 
A  bright  newsy  paper,  it  meets  with  liberal  support  and  appreciation. 
Messrs.  Barton  &  Crippin  both  are  men  of  demonstrated  ability.  B.  E. 
Barton,  who  supervises  the  mechanical  end,  had  been  interested  in  both 
local  papers  before  his  present  purchase,  besides  working  in  some  of  the 
large  print  shops  of  other  cities.  A.  W.  Crippin,  the  editor,  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  newspapers  in  Kansas  and  Illinois  and  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  his  position. 

C.  J.  Roland,  now  a  newspaper  man  at  Clear  Lake,  S.  D.,  writing  to 
the  Entering  Wedge  under  date  of  Jan.  19,  1918,  gives  some  sketchy  but 
strong  outlines  of  some  of  the  early  Durand  journalists.  He  says  in  part: 
“I  don’t  know  whether  a  line  from  me  would  be  of  interest  in  your  ‘Non- 
Resident’  issue,  or  not.  I  used  to  call  Durand  my  home,  and  I  spent 
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many  happy  years  there ;  in  fact,  I  learned  my  trade  in  the  printing  offices 
of  that  town  prior  to  the  year  1876.  I  first  saw  Durand  in  the  year  1868, 
just  ‘after  the  war.’  My  mother’s  people  lived  at  Arkansaw,  and  after 
my  father’s  death  in  the  war,  mother,  with  her  three  children,  moved  from 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  to  Durand.  I  had  had  some  experience  in  a  newspaper 
office  in  Auburn,  and  naturally  drifted  into  the  office  when  I  reached 
Durand.  George  Van  Waters  published  the  old  Durand  Times  at  the  time, 
and  besides  teaching  us  to  stick  type,  he  taught  us  all  the  mean  things 
about  a  printing  office  that  were  known  to  the  craft  at  the  time.  He  after¬ 
wards  sold  the  plant  to  Sid  A.  Foster,  and  I  was  one  of  the  “articles”  trans¬ 
ferred.  Foster  was  more  of  a  politician  and  general  mixer  than  he  was  an 
editor,  and  as  a  consequence  he  lasted  but  a  short  time  in  the  business.  He 
sold  the  plant  to  W.  H.  Huntington,  and  as  I  was  still  an  asset  of  the  old 
plant,  I  was  transferred  to  him.  Before  Huntington  actually  purchased 
the  Times,  Foster  engaged  him  one  winter  to  take  charge  of  the  paper 
while  he  filled  a  clerkship  in  the  legislature  in  Madison.  And  here,  I  want 
to  tell  you,  Huntington  and  I  gave  the  people  of  that  old  town  such  a  news¬ 
paper  as  they  had  never  had  before,  and  as  a  result  some  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  the  town — Tarrant,  Dorwin,  Topping,  Vautrot  and  others — 
urged  Huntington  to  buy  it,  and  he  did.  Huntington  was  a  good  writer,  a 
good  fellow,  but  he  soon  drifted  into  other  lines,  and  the  paper  took  a 
slump.” 

The  Lean  Wolfe  was  issued  here  in  1869,  for  about  three  months,  by 
George  Van  Waters,  and  then  transferred  to  Menomonie. 

The  Durand  Zeitung  was  published  in  German  here  for  a  few  years. 

The  Bank  of  Durand  was  organized  in  1884.  About  1915  the  bank 
building  was  remodeled  and  modernized  into  an  attractive  banking  house, 
of  substantial  construction  and  pleasing  and  tasteful  exterior.  The  interior 
is  the  embodiment  of  refinement  and  good  taste  in  its  finish,  furniture 
and  equipment,  in  which  marble,  mahogany  and  tile  combine  to  produce  an 
attractive  whole.  The  present  official  force  is  made  up  of  A.  J.  Wallace, 
president;  George  Tarrant,  vice  president;  Joseph  Weber,  cashier;  John 
Gillmore,  assistant  cashier,  and  a  directorate  consisting  of  A.  J.  Wallace, 
George  Tarrant,  Joseph  Weber,  H.  M.  Orlady,  W.  A.  Gillmore,  Dr.  W.  W. 
Cassidy  and  H.  P.  Nicklas,  all  men  of  affairs  and  prominence  hereabouts, 
who  inspire  the  fullest  confidence  and  trust.  The  bank’s  report  of  condition 
at  the  close  of  business,  March  4,  1918,  showed:  Resources — Loans  and 
discounts,  $531,999.73;  overdrafts,  $2,091.55;  bonds,  $4,750.00;  banking 
house,  furniture  and  fixtures,  $14,658.67 ;  due  from  banks,  $169,745.27 ; 
cash  on  hand,  $16,625.84;  total,  $739,871.06.  Liabilities — Capital  stock, 
$25,000.00 ;  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  $45,078.84 ;  deposits,  $669,792.22 ; 
total,  $739,871.06.  The  guiding  principles  of  the  institution  are  “to  share 
with  our  customers  the  benefits  of  our  facilities,  equipment  and  resources 
— to  give  each  individual  banking  account  personal  attention.” 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Durand  was  founded  as  The  State  Bank 
of  Durand,  in  1890,  and  was  re-chartered  as  a  national  bank  in  October, 
1915.  Its  building  is  one  of  the  city’s  most  handsome  structures,  extern¬ 
ally  and  internally,  and  so  equipped  in  bank  fixtures  and  pro- 
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tection  as  to  harmonize  with  modern  progress  in  efficiency,  ap¬ 
pearance  and  character.  The  bank  is  officered  as  follows:  John 
Brunner,  Jr.,  president ;  E.  Osterreicher,  vice  president ;  George  L. 
Howard,  vice  president;  K.  K.  Brainard,  cashier;  Joseph  F. 
Poeschel,  assistant  cashier.  The  statement  of  condition  of  this  insti¬ 
tution  for  March  4,  1918,  showed  the  following  resources  and  liabilities: 
Resources — Loans  and  discounts,  $306,065.22;  overdrafts,  unsecured, 
$442.18;  U.  S.  bonds  and  certificates,  $80,000.00;  stock  in  Federal  Reserve 
Bank,  $1,350.00;  Liberty  Loan  bonds,  unpledged  3!/o  and  4  per  cent, 
$4,250.00 ;  securities  other  than  U.  S.  bonds,  $2,695.00 ;  banking  house  and 
fixtures,  $15,000.00;  due  from  other  banks,  $25,541.96;  cash  on  hand  and 
due  from  other  banks,  $52,732.47 ;  total  $488,076.83.  Liabilities — Capital 
stock,  $35,000.00;  surplus,  $15,000.00;  undivided  profits,  $937.49;  dividends 
unpaid,  $32.00;  deposits,  $437,107.34;  total,  $488,076.83. 

The  Auditorium  and  Grand  theatres  cater  to  the  amusement  fancy. 
The  former  is  for  the  spoken  drama  and  the  latter  for  the  motion  pictures. 
The  auditorium  was  built  in  1912  at  a  cost  of  $16,000  by  the  local  order 
of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  It  is  a  credit  to  their  enterprise  and 
an  honor  to  the  city.  It  is  a  brick  building  of  imposing  construction  and 
design,  with  an  interior  and  stage  equipment  equal  to  much  larger  places. 
Its  seating  capacity  is  about  600. 

There  are  two  organizations  devoted  to  instrumental  music :  Hoeser’s 
Brass  Band  of  18  pieces,  under  the  direction  of  William  Hoeser,  and  Har¬ 
rington’s  orchestra,  so  plenty  of  good  music  is  available  for  festal  occasions. 

The  Home  Telephone  Company  has  established  a  service  and  price 
system  that  nas  made  the  use  of  tne  telephone  hereabouts  a  practical 
economy  in  commercial  and  home  management.  As  a  result  it  has  a 
satisfied  patronage  which  now  use  about  400  phones  connecting  with  all 
local  and  long  distance  lines.  This  company  is  practically  a  family  organ¬ 
ization,  made  up  of  members  of  the  Lobdell  family,  who  are  the  executives 
in  charge  of  its  various  operations,  and  whose  management  has  given  the 
public  entire  satisfaction  in  the  way  of  an  economical  and  reliable  service. 

The  Durand  Creamery,  of  which  W.  G.  Roepke  is  the  proprietor,  was 
started  April  4,  1913,  and  has  been  gradually  built  up  into  a  prosperous 
venture,  which  in  1916  paid  patrons  $44,237.19  for  butterfat.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  Mr.  Roepke  remodeled  a  stone  building  into  an  attractive,  up- 
to-date  creamery,  with  full  equipment,  including  one  churn  with  a  capacity 
of  800  pounds  of  butter,  two  ripeners  of  600  gallons  capacity  and  an  ice 
cream  freezer  of  20  gallons  capacity.  The  creamery  gives  employment  to 
six  people,  and  has  about  150  cream  patrons.  In  1917  it  paid  for  butterfat 
$65,271.32,  and  sold  174,878  pounds  of  butter  and  3,500  gallons  of  ice 
cream,  receiving  for  the  same  $75,605.26.  '  * 

The  Durand  Brewing  Co.,  whose  plant  is  one  of  the  pioneer  breweries 
of  Wisconsin,  was  founded  in  1863  by  Philip  Lorenz,  who  conducted  it  until 
he  went  out  of  business,  the  plant  ceasing  to  do  business  in  1882.  In  1890 
the  property  was  bought  by  Frank  Baur,  who  put  it  into  operation  again, 
and  it  met  with  almost  instant  success.  For  a  short  time  Mr.  Baur  had 
for  a  partner  N.  H.  Mertis,  but  the  latter  sold  his  interests  to  Jacob 
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Breunig,  the  style  of  the  firm  them  becoming  Baur  &  Breunig.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1915,  Mr.  Breunig  retired  from  the  business  and  later  on  bought  the 
Bloomer  Brewery.  The  plant  comprises  an  imposing  brick  and  iron  struc¬ 
ture,  56  by  200  feet,  which  houses  the  malt  house,  ice  storage,  brewery, 
and  other  departments.  Here  about  3.000  barrels  of  beer  are  made  yearly 
and  several  people  are  employed.  The  product  is  sold  mostly  in  Durand, 
but  Mr.  Baur  has  also  quite  a  shipping  trade  in  both  the  keg  and  bottle 
beer.  The  bottling  works  occupy  a  separate  building.  The  beer  is  all 
made  from  artesian  water  and  other  pure  ingredients,  without  the  admix¬ 
ture  of  anything  injurious,  and  Mr.  Baur  has  made  his  own  malt  since 
starting.  The  beer  has  been  kept  at  a  high  grade  and  has  obtained  a  wide 
reputation. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Prindle  was  born  in  Barnston,  Lower  Canada,  Jan.  8,  1842, 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Atlanta  (Glover)  Ide,  both  natives  of  New 
England.  Frederick  Ide  had  secured  contracts  for  building  railroad  bridges 
in  Canada,  owing  to  which  reason  the  family  had  moved  there.  Mrs. 
Prindle  says :  “I  came  to  Wisconsin  with  my  parents  in  1854,  first  settling 
on  Fox  Lake,  where  we  remained  a  short  time.  Early  in  1856  a  wagon 
train  of  thirty  teams,  including  three  of  our  own,  left  Fox  Lake  bound  for 
the  Farrington  settlement  in  Buffalo  County,  which  was  afterwards  named 
Mondovi  by  my  uncles.  Chester  Ide  and  E.  B.  Gifford  built  the  first  hotel 
there.  All  there  was  there  when  we  arrived  was  the  log  house  belonging 
to  the  four  Farrington  brothers. 

When  I  first  came  to  Durand,  Peter  Gerber  had  a  house  where  he  kept 
boarders.  My  husband,  Miles  Durand  Prindle,  had  the  first  store.  There 
was  a  sawmill  on  Bear  Creek  run  by  Mr.  BaWock.  The  river  in  the  early 
days  used  to  run  so  full  of  logs  and  lumber  that  a  person  could  almost 
walk  across  on  them. 

The  first  school  here  was  taught  at  the  little  place  called  Chippewa 
by  my  sister,  Emma  Ide,  and  the  first  school  in  Durand  was  taught  by  Mary 
Morse,  who  was  succeeded  by  my  sister,  Emma,  the  school  being  held  in  a 
small  shanty.  The  second  schoolhouse  was  built  of  stone  and  was  used  for 
a  number  of  years.  It  is  still  standing  and  now  used  for  a  residence.  My 
husband  came  from  Derby,  Conn.  He  came  up  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Reed’s  Landing,  and  then  up  the  Chippewa  River  by  keel  boat,  in  1856, 
arriving  at  what  is  now  Durand.  Here  he  found  Charles  Billings,  who  had 
a  small  shanty,  with  whom  he  stopped  a  while,  locating  his  land.  He 
bought  a  part  of  the  land  where  Durand  now  stands,  from  Mr.  Billings, 
and  he  and  Mr.  Billings  platted  the  town  and  named  it  Durand,  after  Mr. 
Prindle’s  middle  name. 

I  had  worked  and  earned  the  money  to  build  a  little  home  across 
from  where  the  Court  House  now  stands,  and  where  I  was  living  when  the 
mob  lynched  one  of  the  Williams,  or  Maxwell,  brothers  to  a  tree  in  the 
court  house  yard,  for  the  killing  of  the  Coleman  brothers,  the  sheriff  of 
Pepin  County  and  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Dunn  County.  When  they  had 
these  boys  on  trial  in  the  court  house  I  went  over  to  see  how  they  looked, 
and  after  seeing  the  men  I  started  to  go  back  home.  When  I  came  down 
the  steps  I  saw  a  coil  of  rope  on  one  of  the  steps,  but  saw  no  men,  but 
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before  I  got  out  of  the  court  house  the  mob  had  the  man,  and  when  I  got 
outdoors  his  body  was  hanging  from  one  of  the  oak  trees.  I  was  never  so 
scared  in  my  life. 

It  was  the  custom  here  in  early  days  to  dedicate  all  the  new  buildings 
erected  with  a  dance,  and  many  enjoyable  times  were  had  on  these  occa¬ 
sions,  the  people  dancing  to  the  music  of  the  Ide  band.  After  the  big  fire 
burned  the  hotel  we  raised  the  roof  of  our  cottage — put  on  a  corner  here 
and  a  corner  there — and  turned  it  into  a  hotel,  which  was  called  Prindle’s 
Little  Inn. 

Among  my  husband’s  papers  I  find  a  sketch  of  the  first  celebration 
ever  held  in  Durand,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation  I  will  give 
it  to  you.  There  was  a  small  shanty  with  a  stone  fireplace  in  one  end, 
situated  where  the  Gerber  block  now  stands.  The  side  fronting  the  river, 
opposite  the  postoffice,  was  covered  with  pine  siding,  and  our  artist  cut 
with  a  knife  the  name  Durand.  This  was  the  first  time  the  name  of  our 
village  had  been  displayed.  The  village  had  been  surveyed  a  few  days 
previous  to  this  anniversary  by  Lorenzo  G.  Wood.  The  cornerstone  is 
located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  court  house  square.  The  plat  was 
recorded  in  Dunn  County,  of  which  this  was  a  part.  I  was  then  in  Mondovi, 
waiting  the  return  of  my  sister  Emma,  who,  with  my  aunt  Samantha  Ide, 
accompanied  the  Ide  band  to  Durand  to  celebrate  the  Fourth.  They  had 
a  big  time,  roasted  an  ox  and  had  an  orator  from  La  Crosse.  In  return  ior 
the  speech  Miles  gave  him  a  village  lot.  The  ball  in  the  evening  was 
attended  by  over  one  hundred,  and  the  supper  was  served  by  John  Stafford, 
and  was  pronounced  a  success.  It  was  served  on  a  long  table  constructed 
of  sawhorses  covered  with  boards — pretty  expensive,  too.  For  a  tablecloth 
they  had  a  good,  long  strip  of  unbleached  cotton.  There  was  plenty  of 
game,  for  there  were  no  wardens  in  those  days  to  say  “what  ye  should 
eat  and  what  ye  should  drink,”  and  while  the  deer  would  often  swim  the 
Chippewa  we  could  have  venison  without  stint,  so  you  may  imagine  the 
supper  was  a  success. 

The  first  hotel,  the  “Bean  Sandwich,”  stood  where  Rosenthals’  store 
now  stands,  and  was  then  run  by  Alexander  Grippen  and  his  bright  little 
wife.  My  recollection  is  that  the  capacity  of  the  place  was  tested  to  the 
utmost,  but  the  grove  and  platform  would  accommodate  a  good  many 
people,  and  we  had  more  confidence  in  each  other  than  we  have  nowadays. 
I  remember  what  a  royal  time  they  had,  and  I  never  tired  hearing  them 
tell  of  it. 

The  second  anniversary  that  I  shall  allude  to  is  the  celebration  of 
1856.  I  know  more  personally  about  this  than  about  the  others.  The 
number  present  was  few,  and  the  flags  less.  My  recollection  is  that  we 
didn't  have  any  flag.  There  was  present  some  six  or  seven  persons,  of 
whom  I  remember  Charles  Billings,  Charles  Wetherbee,  Peter  Gerber  and 
family,  Michael  Smith,  John  Schnell  and  some  river  men. 

Frank  D.  V.  Browne,  in  a  recent  letter  to  the  Entering  Wedge,  from 
Madison,  Wis.  (published  Feb.  14,  1918) ,  recalls  some  reminiscences  of  his 
boyhood,  several  years  of  which  were  spent  in  Durand.  His  father  being 
a  Methodist  minister,  was  stationed  successively  at  various  places  in 
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neighboring  counties,  and  from  time  to  time  for  a  number  of  years  Frank 
made  visits  to  this  city.  He  says,  in  part:  “How  many  will  recall  the 
times  when  we  went  swimming  down  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Lake.  As  for 
a  bathing  suit,  the  most  popular  style  was  patterned  after  the  one  Adam 
wore  previous  to  the  time  he  ate  the  core  of  Eve’s  apple.  Then  with  these 
bathing  suits  on  we  spent  more  time  crawling  over  saw  logs  than  we  did 
in  swimming,  and  I  never  was  able  to  determine  whether  the  bark  scratches 
on  my  stomach  or  the  sunburn  on  my  back  were  causing  the  most  trouble. 
At  any  rate,  neither  hurt  was  sufficent  to  prevent  us  from  doing  the  same 
thing  over  again.  And  then  how  many  remember  when  the  town  cattle  were 
herded  up  on  the  bottoms  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek?  The  charge,  as  I 
remember  it,  was  15  cents  per  week  for  each.  While  the  wages  were  not 
large,  the  fun  we  had  was  worth  many  times  what  we  received  as  com¬ 
pensation,  and  I  believe  there  were  very  few  boys  in  the  east  end  of  town 
who  did  not  at  some  time  or  other  engage  to  do  this  work.  Further  than 
this,  we  always  had  plenty  of  assistants.  I  wonder  how  many  remember 
the  circus  performances  we  used  to  have  in  Tarrant’s  bam.  This  event 
usually  followed  closely  after  “The  World’s  Greatest  Shows”  had  given-  an 
exhibition  in  the  town.  I  do  not  recall  any  one  ever  having  been  injured, 
but  the  stunts  undertaken  certainly  put  us  in  a  class  that  would  be  termed 
‘hazardous  occupation’  by  any  insurance  company.  The  great  event  of 
the  year,  of  course,  was  the  Pepin  County  Annual  Fair,  lasting  for  three 
whole  days,  and  mighty  unfortunate,  indeed,  was  the  youngster  who  could 
not  attend.  I  can  recall  to  mind  many  things  that  were  in  common  with 
any  county  fair — the  poultry,  live  stock,  fruits,  vegetables,  fancy  work, 
art  work,  not  to  mention  the  games  of  chance,  horse  races,  and  so  on — 
but  the  one  event  that  looms  strong  in  my  memory  was  the  bicycle  race 
in  which  ‘Willie’  Dyer  entered  with  his  ‘Star,’  and  cleaned  up  the  whole 
field.  This,  of  course,  was  in  the  days  of  high  wheelers,  and  not  the  modern 
safety.  Yes,  there  is  one  more  event  that  is  fresh  in  my  memory,  and 
that  is  the  cigar  I  won  throwing  at  the  doll  babies.  I  can  see  today  just 
how  it  looked.  It  was  of  the  ordinary  size,  but  the  color  was  a  very  light 
brown — well,  about  the  color  of  a  dead  cabbage  leaf.  I  undertook  to  smoke 
the  thing,  and,  in  fact,  did  burn  up  at  least  half  of  it,  but  after  that  the  fair 
had  no  more  attraction  for  me.  Not  even  the  ‘Silver  Comet  Band,’  with 
Anse  Morsbach  playing  the  baritone  solo,  ‘Put  Me  in  My  Little  Bed,’  could 
induce  me  to  remain  longer,  and  as  fast  as  the  whirling  condition  of  the 
path  would  permit,  I  sought  the  nearest  way  home  and  went  to  my  little 
bed  without  asking  anyone  to  put  me  there.” 

William  Manor,  Sr.,  who  was  bom  in  Clinton  County,  New  York,  in 
1848,  came  to  Pepin  County  in  the  fall  of  1866,  with  his  parents,  who 
settled  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie.  For  four  seasons  he  was  engaged  in  steam¬ 
boat  work,  at  first  on  the  Idell  Prindle,  the  captain  of  which  was  Chester 
Hall.  In  a  letter  to  the  Entering  Wedge  (published  Feb.  14,  1918,  from 
Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  he  says:  “In  those  days  the  Chippewa  had  in  the  steam¬ 
boat  line  the  Idell  Prindle,  the  Silas  Wright,  the  Johnnie  Smoker,  the 
Peter  Wilson  and  the  Monitor.  The  captain  of  the  Peter  Wilson  was 
Philip  Schakiel,  the  captain  of  the  Silas  Wright  was  Lowe  Maylon.  The 
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Johnnie  Smoker  was  commanded  by  Captain  Duffie,  the  Monitor  by  Captain 
Douglas.  In  the  year  1868  the  Ida  Campbell  was  built  in  Durand  by 
Joseph  Gazley.  She  was  brought  to  Wabasha,  where  she  received  her 
machinery  when  she  was  completed.”  Mr.  Manor,  who  afterwards  engaged 
in  farming,  lived  in  Pepin  County  for  fifty  years  and  four  months,  but  is 
now  a  resident  of  Rice  Lake. 

George  P.  Gerber  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  in  1844,  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Gerber,  the  former  of  Germany  and  the  latter 
of  Alsace,  France.  Mr.  Gerber  relates  his  experiences  as  follows :  “In  the 
spring  of  1856  I  left  the  state  of  New  York  with  my  parents  for  the  West. 
We  traveled  by  train  via  Chicago  to  Dunleith,  Ill.,  thence  by  boat  up  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Reed’s  Landing,  Minn.  From  there  we  came  by  keel 
boat  up  the  Chippewa  River  to  what  is  now  Durand.  At  that  time  there 
was  nothing  here  but  a  small  shack,  built  by  Charles  Billings  for  a  resi¬ 
dence,  he  being  the  first  man  to  settle  on  the  village  site.  M.  D.  Prindle 
came  at  about  the  same  time  as  we  did,  and  he  and  Mr.  Billings  platted 
and  laid  out  the  village  of  Durand.  Mr.  Prindle  gave  father  a  lot  to  build 
on,  and  father  put  up  a  building  which  was  used  as  a  boarding  house.  Our 
family  lived  with  Mr.  Billings  while  erecting  this  building.  The  land  was 
all  timbered,  and  Mr.  Prindle  had  it  cut  off  from  the  town  site.  Alexander 
Babatz  owned  land  upon  which  he  later  laid  out  Babatz’s  addition  to  Du¬ 
rand.  The  brewery  now  stands  on  a  part  of  that  land.  After  locating 
the  town  Mr.  Prindle  gathered  around  him  several  men,  among  whom  were 
Mr.  Wells,  a  carpenter,  and  Mr.  Gilester,  a  mason,  and  Charles  Weatherby. 
Gilester  opened  a  lime  kiln  in  the  bluff  and  burnt  the  lime  used  in  plaster¬ 
ing  the  buildings  in  town.  Mr.  Prindle  erected  a  building,  which  he  used 
for  a  store.  Alexander  Grippen  erected  another  building,  which  was  used 
for  a  hotel  called  the  Bean  Sandwich. 

When  we  first  came  here  there  was  a  small  town  a  mile  and  a  half  up 
the  river,  named  Chippewa,  afterwards  by  some  called  Bear  Creek.  There 
was  a  couple  of  stores,  a  sawmill  and  two  hotels  there.  This  place  was 
nearly  wiped  off  after  a  few  years  by  a  big  flood,  and  part  moved  to  Du¬ 
rand  and  some  of  the  buildings  went  for  farm  houses.  In  1857  a  sawmill 
was  built  by  Fred  Prindle  and  Washington  E.  Hayes  on  the  lake  above 
Durand.  At  first  village  growth  was  slow,  but  settlers  commenced  to  come 
in  and  the  town  started  up,  and  at  the  time  the  railroad  came  it  had  a 
population  of  about  1,300.  The  old  stage  line  from  Wabasha  to  Eau  Claire 
used  to  pass  over  the  hills  just  in  front  of  where  my  residence  now  stands. 
This  was  in  1859,  or  1860.  Scott  &  Harding  built  a  chair  factory  here  in 
1861,  which  they  ran  for  a  number  of  years,  then  sold  to  Bruenn  &  Kuhn, 
who  later  sold  to  Jacob  Fritz.  For  about  twenty  years  we  burned  lime  and 
kept  boarding  house  in  town,  and  ran  the  farm,  which  is  now  in  the  city 
limits.  During  the  fire  of  1882  our  boarding  house  burned  down,  and 
father  then  built  a  residence  on  the  farm.  We  used  to  get  our  mail  from 
the  town  of  Chippewa  until  the  postoffice  was  established  here  in  1858.  At 
one  time,  before  the  town  of  Chippewa  was  flooded  out,  the  Indians  had  a 
big  war  dance,  to  which  we  all  went ;  and  it  was  fun  to  see  them  act.  The 
early  settlers  were  all  of  a  social  character,  and  we  had  many  good  times 
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at  dances  and  spelling  schools.  After  quitting  the  lime  business  in  town 
I  came  to  the  farm,  in  1890.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  I  have  lived  here  continuously  since  I  came  from  New  York  state 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.” 

Nelson  Sabin,  the  first  settler  in  Bear  Creek  Valley,  moved  with  his 
family  from  Rock  County,  and  on  May  28.  1856,  settled  on  land  in  the 
present  Lima  Township  on  a  farm,  later  owned  by  N.  P.  Ward,  Sr.  It  was 
before  the  enaction  of  the  homestead  law,  and  at  that  time  government 
land  was  secured  by  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  act  at  the  rate  of  $1.25 
per  acre.  The  following  facts  are  gathered  from  his  reminiscences. 

When  Mr.  Sabin  and  family  settled  in  the  Bear  Creek  country  much 
of  the  land  was  already  claimed,  but  there  were  no  houses  between  the 
mouth  of  Bear  Creek  and  Osseo.  There  were  many  wild  animals,  including 
bears,  deer  and  timber  wolves.  Deer  were  often  seen  in  large  numbers. 
The  wolves  were  large  ones,  of  the  timber  variety,  and  did  considerable 
howling  at  night. 

The  winter  of  1856-57  was  known  as  “the  winter  of  deep  snow”  as 
far  south  as  the  Ohio  River.  In  this  section  it  was  four  feet  deep  on  the 
level,  making  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get  around.  As  a  result  of  the  vast 
snowfall,  deer  died  in  large  numbers,  and  there  were  never  so  many  after¬ 
ward.  There  were  destructive  floods  in  the  spring  of  1857. 

In  1855  an  attempt  was  made  to  start  a  town  called  Chippewa  at  the 
mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  in  Durand  Township,  but  the  flood  of  the  spring  of 
1857  was  so  disastrous  that  the  future  of  that  town  did  not  look  encourag¬ 
ing  and  it  was  subsequently  abandoned.  For  a  time  there  was  considerable 
rivalry  between  Durand  and  Chippewa,  and  one  year  there  were  rival 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations.  Later,  the  town  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek 
gave  up  the  struggle.  Since  that  time  the  channel  of  the  Chippewa  River 
has  changed  to  some  extent  and  the  river  now  occupies  some  of  the  space 
occupied  by  the  old  townsite. 

Many  of  the  buildings  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek  were  moved  to 
the  city.  Among  those  still  standing  are  the  following:  The  Isaac  Plume 
building,  now  part  of  the  home  of  Sam  Shapiro;  the  home  of  Dominic 
Boehm,  near  the  brewery,  and  the  house  occupied  by  Ole  Paulson. 

Skinners’  Prairie  was  thus  named  because  of  the  fact  that  a  man 
named  Orlando  Skinner  developed  and  operated  a  large  farm  on  the  edge  of 
the  prairie  for  a  number  of  years. 

sThe  erection  of  Dorwin’s  mill  by  V.  W.  Dorwin,  about  the  year  1859, 
was  an  improvement  much  welcomed.  It  was  the  first  grist  mill  on  this 
side  of  the  river  for  many  miles  and  did  a  great  deal  of  grinding.  In  its 
early  years  the  dam  was  often  washed  out  by  spring  freshets  and  it  became 
necessary  to  rebuild  before  any  more  grinding  could  be  done.  A  grist  mill 
was  put  in  at  Mondovi  about  the  time  the  Dorwin  mill  was  built. 

The  early  settlers  were  energetic  and  industrious,  and  it  was  not  long 
until  large  quantities  of  grain  were  raised.  Charles  Averill  was  among 
the  first  to  purchase  an  Esterly  reaper  in  Bear  Creek  Valley.  In  order 
to  get  this  machine  along  the  roads  it  was  often  necessary  to  chop  off 
stumps. 
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Truman  Curtis,  who  lived  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  witnessed  a 
war  dance  of  a  band  of  Chippewa  Indians  one  night  in  1854.  He  could 
understand  the  language  of  the  Indians  and  asked  them  what  they  were 
going  to  do.  They  informed  him  that  they  were  going  down  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Chippewa  River,  probably  at  Battle  Slough,  and  get  “heap 
Sioux  scalps.”  They  went  down  the  river  in  canoes  and  appear  to  have 
met  with  a  warm  reception,  for  only  a  few  of  them  came  straggling  back  a 
day  or  two  later.  When  asked  how  the  battle  went  they  admitted  that 
they  got  the  worst  of  it,  saying  they  encountered  “heap  Sioux.”  It  is  not 
recorded  that  they  went  on  any  more  expeditions  of  that  kind. 

The  Chippewa  Indians  and  the  whites  never  had  any  difficulty  in  this 
section,  but  the  white  settlers  became  more  and  more  numerous  and  the 
Indians  became  scarcer  and  scarcer. 

To  help  get  a  start,  many  of  the  early  pioneers  worked  in  the  woods 
in  the  winter  and  helped  raft  lumber  in  the  spring.  In  the  earlier  days 
there  was  little  rafting  or  floating  of  logs.  This  came  later  and  with  much 
damage  to  the  channel  of  the  river,  resulting  from  jams  of  logs. 

PEPIN 

Pepin  Township  is  the  largest  of  the  eight  townships  in  Pepin  County, 
and  is  of  irregular  shape.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pierce  County, 
and  the  town  of  Frankfort ;  on  the  east  by  the  town  of  Frankfort  and  the 
Chippewa  River;  on  the  south  and  southwest  by  Lake  Pepin,  and  on  the 
west  by  Stockholm.  Bogus  and  Lost  Creeks  and  Roaring  River  flow  in  a 
southerly  direction  through  the  township. 

The  first  settler  in  Pepin  County  and  Pepin  Township  was  John  Mc¬ 
Cain,  who  selected  a  claim  in  1844  and  moved  htie  in  1846.  The  next  was 
McCain’s  cousin,  W.  B.  Newcomb,  who  assisted  him  in  putting  up  his  log 
cabin,  and  who  that  fall  took  a  claim  on  the  present  site  of  Pepin  Village, 
on  which  he  did  some  breaking.  The  next  were  Robert,  William,  Samuel 
and  John  Hix,  who  came  up  from  Illinois,  and  settled  on  Roaring  Creek, 
four  miles  east  of  McCain,  near  the  trail  leading  up  the  Chippewa.  These 
men  were  energetic  in  laying  out  and  working  roads  in  varoius  directions, 
and  to  their  efforts  much  of  the  development  of  the  farming  community 
was  due.  In  1848,  James  White,  from  Beloit,  settled  west  of  McCain,  and 
in  1849  Samuel  Newcomb,  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  settled  two  miles  north 
of  McCain. 

The  first  mill  in  the  township  was  built  in  1853,  on  Roaring  River, 
and  furnished  the  early  settlers  with  grist.  It  was  owned  by  Isaac  Ingalls 
and  Melville  Mills.  In  1856  Philip  Plaff  established  a  mill  on  the  same  river, 
and  operated  it  until  his  death  in  1890.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
fall  of  that  year.  In  1871  he  had  erected  a  steam  feed-mill,  which,  upon  his 
death,  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  widow. 

Pepin  is  an  incorporated  village  of  about  500  population,  situated  near 
the  foot  of  Lake  Pepin,  in  the  southern  part  of  Pepin  township,  and  on  the 
Chicago-St.  Paul  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad.  It 
is  22  miles  southwest  of  Durand,  the  county  seat.  The  situation  is  one  of 
unusual  beauty,  with  its  wide  expanse  of  lake,  bounded  on  the  Minnesota 
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side  by  rugged  bluffs,  and  on  the  Wisconsin  side  by  undulating  hills  and 
prairies,  giving  a  most  charming  variety  to  the  scene.  The  village  has 
good  telegraph,  telephone  and  express  service.  The  most  important  enter¬ 
prise  is  the  Ashing  business,  which  flourishes  on  a  large  scale.  There  are 
also  in  Pepin  two  general  stores,  two  hardware  stores  and  garages,  one 
restaurant,  one  drug  store,  one  millinery  store,  a  newspaper  and  printing 
office,  four  saloons,  a  lumber  yard,  two  elevators,  a  creamery,  a  hotel,  a 
furniture  and  crockery  store,  a  pickle  factory,  a  factory  manufacturing 
children’s  bob  sleds,  and  a  bank.  A  good  school  affords  education  facilities 
in  the  grade  and  high  school  courses,  and  two  churches,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  the  Evangelist  Lutheran  Immanuels,  minister  to  the  moral 
and  religious  needs  of  the  community. 

Originally,  the  village  extended  along  the  levee,  but  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  hotel,  the  business  houses  have  been  moved  a  block  farther 
back  on  higher  ground,  commanding  a  view  of  the  lake,  and  here  also  most 
of  the  residential  portion  of  the  village  is  located. 

In  1908  the  village  erected  a  neat  little  village  hall,  and  recently  a  small 
natural  park  has  been  laid  out  and  improvements  started. 

The  village  is  lighted  by  electricity,  which  is  furnished  by  a  private 
corporation,  and  with  the  last  ten  years  cement  sidewalks  have  been  laid 
and  a  healthy  civic  pride  aroused  which  has  led  to  beneficial  results  in 
public  improvements. 

Pepin  has  been  successively  known  as  Newcomb’s  Landing,  Kansas, 
North  Pepin  and  Pepin. 

The  earliest  settler  on  the  present  site  of  Pepin  Village  was  William 
Boyd  Newcomb,  a  river  pilot,  who  came  to  this  vicinity  from  Fort  Madi¬ 
son,  Iowa,  in  1845,  resided  for  a  year  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
in  1846  came  to  what  is  now  Pepin,  split  some  rails,  plowed  some  ground 
and  assisted  his  cousin,  John  McCain,  erect  a  log  cabin  at  Lakeport. 

He  did  but  little  toward  developing  his  Pepin  claim  until  after  his 
marriage,  in  1849,  when  he  brought  his  bride  here,  and  made  plans  for  a 
permanent  location.  When  the  land  office  was  opened  at  Hudson  he  en¬ 
tered  a  claim,  embracing  the  main  part  of  the  present  village. 

The  point  selected,  though  it  did  not  embody  a  good  boat  landing, 
was  on  the  main  route  of  travel  between  Lake  Pepin  and  the  pineries  of 
the  Chippewa  region,  and  several  pioneers,  quick  to  see  the  advantages  of 
the  location,  gathered  around  Mr.  Newcomb.  Among  them  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  Otis  Hoyt,  Elias  Brock,  James  Little,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  B.  O’Con¬ 
nor  and  S.  Carlos  Fayerweather. 

The  years  of  1850-1854  were  busy  ones  in  the  development  of  the 
Chippewa  pineries,  and  there  were  indications  that  Newcomb’s  little  settle¬ 
ment  would  become  an  important  center.  A  road  was  opened  along  the 
line  of  the  old  trail  between  North  Pepin  and  Chippewa  Falls,  and  through 
the  efforts  of  Col.  Benjamin  Allen,  a  stage  line  was  opened  between  the 
two  towns,  making  the  round  trip  in  two  days,  at  a  fare  each  way  of  $3. 
In  the  winter  of  1854-55  a  postoffice  was  established  with  John  Newcomb 
as  postmaster. 

In  1855  the  village  was  platted  as  North  Pepin,  the  surveying  being 
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done  by  A.  W.  Miller,  then  a  resident  of  Hudson,  later  of  Maxville,  Buffalo 
County.  On  the  plat  members  of  the  Newcomb  family  appear  as  the  sole 
owners,  although  Otis  Hoyt,  Benjamin  Newcomb  and  John  O’Connor  were 
probably  interested  to  some  extent.  The  first  village  lots  were  purchased 
by  Elias  Brock.  Ebenezer  Thompson  erected  a  suitable  building  and 
opened  a  hotel  in  it.  He  also  put  up  a  building  in  which  B.  O’Connor  opened 
the  first  store.  A  warehouse  was  erected  by  A.  C.  Allen  and  others  and 
was  afterward  converted  into  a  hotel.  Several  residences  were  put  up.  A 
Masonic  lodge  was  instituted  this  year. 

In  1856  a  large  store  and  warehouse  was  erected,  afterward  converted 
into  an  elevator.  The  same  year  a  church,  the  first  in  the  county,  was 
erected  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  services  having  been 
held  as  early  as  1850  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Hancock,  of  Red  Wing,  Minn. 

In  1857  a  schoolhouse  was  erected,  the  first  school  having  been  taught 
as  early  as  1853-54  by  Louisa  Ingalls,  in  a  house  erected  a  few  months 
previous  by  Elias  Brock.  The  same  year,  1857,  a  newspaper  was  estab¬ 
lished  under  the  title  of  the  Pepin  County  Independent. 

The  year  of  1857  marked  the  high  tide  of  early  Pepin  prosperity.  Up 
to  this  time  the  village  had  grown  rapidly.  Building  after  building  had 
been  erected  in  quick  succession,  hotels  and  stores  were  in  full  operation, 
and  two  banking  houses  were  started,  the  Oakwood  Bank,  with  B.  O’Con¬ 
nor  as  president,  and  A.  C.  Allen  as  cashier ;  and  the  Chippewa  Bank,  with 
E.  Lathrop  as  president,  and  J.  C.  Mann  as  cashier. 

At  this  time  anticipations  of  the  pioneers  that  Pepin  would  become  a 
flourishing  city,  the  “Queen  City  of  Lake  Pepin,”  the  “Gate  City  of  Chip¬ 
pewa”  seemed  to  be  about  to  be  realized.  The  place  seemed  the  natural 
outlet  of  the  Chippewa  trade.  Raftsmen,  after  taking  rafts  down  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  were  landed  here  by  the  steamboats,  and  walked  to  the  pineries. 
Travelers  came  here  to  take  the  stage  to  that  region.  Everyhing  was 
booming.  Everything  was  busy.  Settlers  were  taking  up  the  land,  men 
anxious  for  opportunities  of  investment  were  thronging  here,  building  lots 
were  selling  at  a  high  figure. 

Then  came  the  financial  panic  of  1857.  But  this  was  general  all  over 
the  country,  the  other  villages  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  shared  the  same 
fate,  and  like  the  others,  Pepin  in  due  time  began  to  recover,  enough  so, 
indeed,  that  in  1859  the  village  was  incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  The  first  president  was  W.  B.  Newcomb,  the  first  settler.  The 
trustees  were  Joseph  Manning,  Dudley  Manning,  Peter  B.  Granger  and 
H.  D.  Barron;  the  first  clerk  was  U.  B.  Shaver.  Four  years  later  the  in¬ 
corporation  was  abandoned. 

For  there  were  causes  at  work  which  were  to  defeat  the  high  aspira-  . 
tions  of  the  people  of  Pepin.  Pepin  had  no  adequate  steamboat  landing, 
and  in  low  water  it  was  practically  impossible  for  steamboats  to  land  either 
passengers  or  freight  here.  So  to  a  considerable  degree  the  steamboat 
business  at  Pepin  languished.  Light  draft  boats  began  to  ply  the  Chip¬ 
pewa,  diminishing  the  business  of  the  stage  line  which  had  brought  the 
village  so  much  of  its  business.  Shorter  routes  were  opened  between  Mis¬ 
sissippi  points  and  the  pineries  by  way  of  Durand,  and  Durand  became  a 
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successful  rival.  Beef  Slough  was  opened,  taking  the  business  of  the  rafts¬ 
men  to  Alma.  Pepin  even  lost  its  advantages  as  the  county  seat,  Durand 
being  the  fortunate  winner.  In  1870  railroads  were  opened  on  tiie  Mis¬ 
sissippi  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  this  also  diverted  considerable  business. 
Thus  perished  the  aspirations  of  the  village  to  become  one  of  the  great  cities 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

But  with  the  development  of  the  farming  region  tributary  to  this  re¬ 
gion,  Pepin  again  became  a  thriving  agricultural  center,  and  plans  were 
made  for  a  reincorporation.  A  petition  was  presented  March  4,  1882,  the 
census  of  the  previous  day  taken  by  Amos  S.  Gray  having  shown  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  340.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  at  an  election  held  May  11, 
1882,  in  charge  of  A.  S.  Gray,  C.  M.  Hilliard  and  Philip  Plaff,  every  one  of 
the  fifty  votes  cast  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  The  first  election  of 
officers  was  held  June  5,  resulting  as  follows: 

President,  M.  B.  Axtell;  trustees,  F.  A.  Fisher,  James  Hullsworth, 
John  Lowry,  Hugh  Francis,  August  Thier  and  Claus  Stoltenberg;  super¬ 
visor,  A.  D.  Gray;  clerk,  C.  M.  Hilliard;  treasurer,  Philip  Pfaff;  justice, 
S.  C.  Fayerweather ;  police  justice,  M.  B.  Axtell. 

The  officers  for  1918  are:  President,  0.  G.  Fuller;  trustees,  I.  M. 
Newcomb,  E.  F.  Woods,  L.  F.  Marsh,  William  Juliot,  L.  P.  Mears  and  M.  H. 
Newcomb;  clerk,  R.  D.  Newcomb;  supervisor,  L.  O.  Fuller;  assessor,  O.  M. 
Axtell;  treasurer,  0.  G.  Potter;  justice,  B.  L.  Mitter;  police  justice,  A. 
Clifford. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  was  opened  for  business  Aug.  23, 
1886,  and  while  it  brought  no  immediate  growth  to  the  village,  has  never¬ 
theless  been  an  important  factor  in  its  prosperity. 

The  fishing  industry  of  Pepin  originated  many  years  ago,  but  in  1893 
a  more  rapid  growth  set  in  which  has  since  continued  to  increase,  until 
now  the  annual  catch  amounts  to  from  $125,000  to  $250,000,  the  busiest 
season  being  for  three  months  in  the  winter.  Lake  Pepin  fish,  on  account 
of  their  superior  quality,  command  a  better  price  in  the  markets  than  fish 
from  most  other  sources.  As  much  as  $15,000  worth  in  a  week  have  been 
shipped  from  here.  All  scale  fish  go  to  New  York  and  the  skin  fish  to 
southern  markets. 

The  first  school  in  Pepin  was  held  in  the  winter  of  1853  in  a  frame 
house,  just  erected  by  Elias  Brock,  situated  on  land  afterwards  platted  as 
Block  9,  and  was  supported  by  subscription.  W.  B.  Newcomb  was  the  chief 
promoter,  he  having  induced  Mrs.  Louisa  Ingalls  to  come  from  Ft.  Madi¬ 
son,  Iowa,  to  instruct  the  youth  here.  In  this  school  there  were  enrolled 
twenty  pupils.  In  1854  another  private,  or  select  school,  was  taught  by 
Mr.  Caldwell,  in  a  building  owned  by  John  Newcomb,  Sr.  Mrs.  Mary  Miles 
followed  as  teacher  in  1855.  In  1856,  Prof.  E.  W.  Gurley  was  the  principal, 
with  Mrs.  Miles  as  assistant. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  by  subscription,  in  1857,  the  chief 
promoter  being  Prof.  Gurley,  whose  object  wa§  to  establsh  an  academy 
known  as  The  Hesperian  Institute.  After  the  school  was  in  session  a  few 
years,  with  students  from  points  as  far  off  as  Hudson,  Wis.,  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and  Prof.  Gurley  enlisted.  The  academy  was  then  closed  as 
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such,  and  the  people  bought  the  building  for  their  use  as  a  public  sch  jol. 
Several  principals  succeeded  during  the  war  and  shortly  after,  of  whom 
no  record  is  available.  Among  them  were  Dr.  M.  B.  Axtell  and  Ezra  Moore. 
It  was  in  this  building  that  the  Peace  Celebration,  shortly  before  the  as¬ 
sassination  of  President  Lincoln,  was  held  in  April,  1865.  It  was  burned 
on  Jan.  1,  1902,  and  the  present  building  erected  in  that  year,  of  red  brick, 
two  stories  and  basement,  heated  by  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity.  The 
school  covers  the  usual  grades  and  the  full  four  years  of  high  school  work, 
there  being  three  teachers  in  the  high  school  and  four  in  the  grades. 

From  1868  on  the  records  show  the  following  to  have  been  principals 
in  the  order  named :  V.  D.  Carruth,  J.  S.  Garvin,  E.  T.  Fitch,  W.  E.  Barker, 
C.  H.  Keyes,  A.  B.  Burr,  C.  H.  Evans,  W.  E.  Barker,  D.  S.  Schuler,  O.  E. 
Rice,  T.  H.  Lage,  D.  E.  Cameron,  J.  M.  Bold,  G.  E.  Pratt,  F.  B.  Webster, 
W.  T.  Darling,  G.  A.  Bowden,  John  W.  Burkholder,  Oscar  Klang,  T.  H. 
Lage,  J.  C.  Householder  and  L.  C.  Banker. 

The  interest  always  taken  by  Pepin’s  citizens  in  education  is  weli 
shown  by  their  action  in  1875,  when  they  organized  their  school  as  a  free 
high  school,  under  Chapter  323,  Laws  of  1875,  when  the  first  special  aid  to 
high  schools  was  given.  This  aid  has  been  continued  to  this  date ;  witnout 
it,  it  is  highly  probable  that  not  many  small  high  schools  would  have  been 
started,  or  even  maintained,  if  organized.  At  the  organization  of  the  high 
school  E.  T.  Fitch  was  the  principal,  and  there  were  forty-two  students, 
ready  to  pursue  at  some  point  a  high  school  course.  It  was  not  then  the 
rule  to  require  the  course  to  be  followed  closely,  and  no  class  was  graduated 
until  under  Principal  C.  H.  Keyes,  in  1882,  when  the  first  class  of  three  was 
duly  honored  by  commencement  exercises.  Since  1882  a  class  has  been 
graduated  every  year,  except  in  1890.  The  first  course  was  a  three-year 
course,  though  many  students,  especially  the  first  class,  did  more  work 
than  the  course  called  for.  The  first  class  receiving  a, credit  of  four  years’ 
work  was  that  of  1905,  since  which  time  all  students  have  received  the 
benefit  of  a  four-year  course. 

The  first  newspaper  in  the  county,  called  the  Pepin  Independent,  was 
founded  in  January,  1857,  by  U.  B.  Shaver,  as  the  North  Pepin  Independent, 
and  was  published  by  Lathrop  &  Shaver.  It  was  suspended  within  a  year, 
but  was  revived  in  April,  1858,  by  E.  W.  Gurley  and  E.  B  Newcomb.  In 
the  following  autumn  it  was  again  suspended 

In  1858  Richard  Copeland  started  the  Hesperian  Monthly,  a  paper  that, 
like  the  Independent,  had  but  a  brief  existence. 

The  Pepin  County  News  and  Pepin  Star  originated  with  the  Pepin 
Star,,  an  independent  weekly,  established  in  1884,  by  Leo  E.  Kirkpatrick. 
In  August,  1885,  it  was  acquired  by  Robert  A.  and  Orla  B.  Axtell,  who 
conducted  it  jointly  until  1894,  when  Orla  B.  withdrew.  It  was  then  con¬ 
ducted  by  Robert  A.  alone  until  1897,  when  it  was  sold  to  J.  M.  Axtell,  who 
owned  it  until  June,  1906,  having  in  March,  1904,  moved  it  to  Durand, 
and  changed  the  name  to  the  Pepin  County  News  and  Pepin  Star.  The 
subscription  list  was  taken  by  the  Courier  and  the  outfit  was  purchased 
by  the  Entering  Wedge. 

The  Pepin  County  Press,  a  Republican  weekly  paper,  was  established 
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in  Pepin,  in  June,  1860,  by  U.  B.  Shaver,  and  was  continued  by  him  until 
its  suspension,  in  May,  1862.  From  February  to  April,  1862,  it  published 
a  series  of  articles  on  the  history  of  Pepin. 

The  Era  of  Progress,  a  bi-weekly  paper,  was  started  in  Pepin,  Dec.  25, 
1861,  by  John  Sterling. 

The  Pepin  Herald  was  established  Feb.  13,  1908,  by  Lloyd  A.  Axtell, 
son  of  Dr.  Milton  B.  Axtell.  Mr.  Axtell  acquired  his  first  journalistic  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  office  of  the  Pepin  Star,  then  conducted  by  his  brothers,  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  and  Orla  B.  Axtell,  and  subsequently  worked  as  a  journeyman 
printer  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  Herald  is  enjoying  a  good  circulation,  and 
in  connection  with  the  paper  Mr.  Axtell  has  also  built  up  a  profitable  job 
printing  business,  having  a  complete  equipment  in  both  departments. 

V  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  had  its  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1849. 
Samuel  Newcomb  and  family  came  to  Pepin  from  Iowa.  He,  with  his  wife, 
one  son,  and  one  daughter,  were  members  of  that  denomination.  A  that 
time  this  region  was  missionary  ground.  On  May  16,  1852,  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Richardson,  a  missionary  on  this  field  of  labor  preached  to  the 
people  and  formed  a  class  of  nine  members,  appointing  Ebenezer  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  Baptist,  as  class  leader.  The  class  was  called  Newcomb’s  Landing 
Class,  St.  Peter’s  Mission.  In  the  fall  of  1852  S.  M.  Webster  and  wife  came 
from  Illinois  and  joined  the  class,  and  he  was  appointed  class  leader,  with 
Rev.  Samuel  L.  Leonard,  preacher,  in  charge,  and  Rev.  Chauncey  Hobart, 
presiding  elder.  In  the  spring  following  (1854)  a  number  of  Methodist 
brethren  immigrated  from  Pennsylvania  and  other  parts  and  joined  the 
society.  At  the  conference  of  1853  the  Rev.  David  Brooks  was  appointed 
presiding  elder,  and  the  Rev.  Matthew  Sorin,  of  Red  Wing,  the  preacher  in 
charge.  He  preached  to  the  people  once  every  four  weeks.  During  this 
year  several  more  were  added,  so  that  the  society  numbered  twenty-four 
members.  In  1854  the  conference  again  appointed  the  Rev.  David  Brooks 
presiding  elder,  and  Rev.  Dwight  Kidder  preacher  in  charge.  The  charge 
was  then  called  Chippewa  Mission,  and  embraced  the  country  between  Lake 
Pepin  and  the  Eau  Galle  Mills.  The  first  quarterly  conference  of  the 
Chippewa  Mission  was  held  at  Newcomb’s  Landing,  or  as  it  was  pretty  ex¬ 
tensively  called,  Kansas,  on  Oct.  7,  1854,  in  the  schoolhouse,  the  members 
present  being  Rev.  David  Brooks,  presiding  elder;  Rev.  Dwight  Kidder, 
preacher  in  charge,  and  David  Fayerweather,  steward.  At  the  conference 
of  1855  this  northwestern  field  of  labor  was  divided  into  two  districts,  and 
the  Rev.  David  Brooks  was  appointed  to  the  St.  Paul  District,  and  the  Rev. 
Norris  Hobart  to  the  other,  called  the  Winona  District,  which  included 
North  Pepin.  The  Rev.  Calvin  Kellogg  was  sent  as  preacher  in  charge  to 
North  Pepin.  This  was  still  missionary  ground,  and  $100  was  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel  in  the  mission. 

At  the  general  conference  of  May,  1856,  which  was  held  at  Indianapolis, 
the  northwestern  part  of  Wisconsin  was  joined  to  Minnesota  and  made 
a  separate  conference,  called  the  Minnesota  Conference,  which  held  its 
first  session  at  Red  Wing,  Bishop  Simpson  presiding.  There  was  nothing 
appropriated  to  the  Kansas  or  North  Pepin  mission,  so  it  became  a  circuit 
to  support  its  own  preacher,  and  Thomas  Day  was  appointed  preacher  in 
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charge.  At  that  time  there  were  six  preaching  places:  North  Pepin, 
Plum  Valley,  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  Spring  Creek,  Big  Bear  and  Eau  Galle 
Mills. 

On  Monday,  Sept.  1,  1856,  a  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
sidering  the  advisability  of  erecting  a  church  edifice  at  this  place.  On 
Sunday,  Jan.  7,  1857,  a  little  over  four  months  later,  the  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated.  It  was  a  plain  building,  36  by  30  feet,  with  12-foot  walls,  and  cost 
$470.  It  was  the  first  church  erected  by  any  Christian  denomination  in 
Dunn  County,  then  including  Pepin  County.  Rev.  Thomas  Day  was  the 
preacher  in  charge.  On  April  24,  1857,  M.  Webster,  George  W.  Densmore, 
William  I.  Saddler  and  L.  0.  Ferris  were  appointed  trustees. 

The  present  church  was  built  in  1875,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  It  was 
dedicated  June  27,  1885,  with  D.  E.  Carrier,  J.  Newcomb,  William  McCain, 
J.  Hilliard,  P.  N.  Tuttle,  J.  Holden  and  George  Toplis,  trustees;  Rev.  M. 
Woodly,  pastor,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Searles  presiding  elder. 

Originally  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Pepin  was 
embodied  in  the  Wabasha  and  Lake  City  circuit.  Pepin  and  Beef  Slough 
were  in  1886  organized  into  a  separate  mission.  The  first  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Pepin  society  consisted  of  John  Peters,  Charles  Peters  and  Joseph 
Betz.  The  frame  church  was  built  in  1861  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Frederick  Groschtenmeyer,  and  the  parsonage  was  built  in  1891  under  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  F.  J.  Wiegand.  William  Krienke  was  pastor  in  1886-87 ; 
C.  H.  Sauter,  1887-89 ;  W.  F.  Eberhardt,  1889-90 ;  F.  J.  Wiegand,  1890-93 ; 
C.  A.  Borchardt,  1893-94 ;  H.  Ziegler,  1894-95 ;  J.  G.  Steffer,  1895-97 ;  H. 
Schmittker,  1897-1901;  William  Pagenhardt,  1901-02;  Carl  Krueger,  1902- 
07;  W.  F.  Eberhardt,  1907-11;  Leon  Koch,  1911-12,  and  H.  E.  Young,  1912- 
13.  After  considering  the  feasibility  of  uniting  the  two  M.  E.  churches,  the 
English  M.  E.  and  the  German  M.  E.  churches,  for  several  years,  it  was 
finally  agreed  upon  at  the  Fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  held  Aug.  3,  1913, 
by  unanimous  vote  of  the  conference,  and  the  two  churches  were  consoli¬ 
dated.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  one  property  be  sold  and  the  returns 
applied  toward  the  other  property ;  also  that  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference 
be  requesed  to  transfer  the  custodianship  of  the  English  property  to  the 
Northern  German  Conference,  and  that  the  said  conference  have  charge 
of  the  consolidated  work,  with  Rev.  J.  J.  Hoffman  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  H.  E.  Young,  preacher  in  charge,  and  with  R.  D.  Newcomb,  N.  J. 
Dunlap,  Thomas  Gore,  Charles  Richardson,  W.  L.  Hunter  and  David  Fayer- 
weather,  trustees  of  the  English  church,  and  John  Peters,  Louis  Peters, 
William  Batz,  Charles  Brunkow  and  William  Peters,  trustees  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  church.  The  Rev.  E.  G.  Meierbachtol  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  con¬ 
solidated  churches.  Under  his  pastorate  the  church  property  was  greatly 
improved,  and  a  new  parsonage  erected,  and  it  was  his  mission  to  har¬ 
monize  the  two  congregations.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  H.  Clement. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Immanuel  Church  of  the  Evangelical  synod 
of  Iowa  and  other  states,  located  on  Pine  street  in  Pepin,  has  been 
established  for  many  years.  The  first  services  were  held  about  1886,  at 
the  public  schoolhouse,  and  continued  to  be  held  there  subsequently,  at  in¬ 
frequent  intervals,  for  several  years,  being  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Kurz:  Under  his  successor,  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Schaffnit,  the  services  were  held 
above  the  printing  office,  which  is  now  the  pickle  factory.  The  charter 
members  were  William  Jahnke,  John  Jahnke,  F.  A.  Ficker,  C.  H.  Schuleter, 
F.  C.  Heinemann,  F.  Seyffer,  Phillip  Pfaff,  H.  Singen,  D.  Ehemann,  F.  De- 
bertin,  J.  Schneecloth,  C.  Kircher,  H.  Glassbrenner  and  H.  Singen.  The 
congregation  grew  in  strength  and  in  1889  erected  the  church  edifice  on 
Pine  street,  which  was  dedicated  September  15,  the  same  year,  and  is  still 
in  use.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  1903,  the  last  year  of  the  Rev.  C. 
Baetke’s  pastorate.  The  successors  of  the  first  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Kurz,  have 
been  as  follows:  Rev.  F.  A.  Schaffnit,  1889  to  1892;  Rev.  H.  Claassen, 
1893  to  1896;  Rev.  Flachmeyer,  1896  to  1898;  C.  Baetke,  1898  to  1903;  J. 
Preu,  1903  to  1907;  Rev.  Kreuger,  1907  to  1910;  A.  Boer,  1910  to  1913; 
Rev.  Schultz,  1914  to  1915 ;  A.  C.  Huth,  1915  to  the  present  time.  Among 
the  prominent  members  past  and  present  may  be  mentioned  Phillip  Pfaff, 
C.  H.  Schlueter,  J.  Henry  Thies,  August  Thies,  Herman  Jahnke,  Henry 
Glassbrenner,  William  Jahnke,  John  Betz,  Henry  Schneecloth  and  Julius 
Thies. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Pepin  was  originally  organized  as  a  state 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  being  incorporated  April  10,  1911,  by  E. 
Langers,  T.  S.  Saby,  C.  J.  Thies,  J.  H.  Thies,  Ole  Hem,  C.  E.  Peterson  and 
E.  S.  LaFrance.  The  first  officers  were :  E.  Lingers,  president ;  T.  S.  Saby, 
vice  president;  Arthur  Schilling,  cashier.  No  change  in  the  official  board 
has  since  occurred.  The  bank  opened  for  business  Sept.  29,  1911,  the  bank 
building  being  erected  in  that  year.  On  Feb.  26,  1915,  the  capital  was  in¬ 
creased  to  $25,000,  and  on  April  14,  the  same  year,  the  institution  was  con¬ 
verted  into  a  national  bank,  the  guiding  principle  of  which  has  always  been 
“Fair  and  square  dealing,  and  the  promotion  of  anything  for  the  good  of 
the  community.” 

The  Pepin  Creamery  Company,  located  in  the  village  of  Pepin,  is  a  co¬ 
operative  concern,  organized  in  1910  by  E.  S.  LaFrance,  C.  J.  Thies  and 
C.  L.  Von  Haden,  with  a  capital  of  $4,600.  The  creamery  is  a  successor  to 
the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  of  Lost  Creek  Valley,  which  was 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Von  Haden,  the  machinery  being  moved  to  Pepin  when 
the  present  creamery  was  started.  The  present  building,  two  stories  high, 
with  living  rooms  above  for  the  butter  maker,  was  erected  in  the  year  of 
organization,  1910,  and  butter  making  started.  In  1914  the  company 
added  to  the  plant  a  storehouse  and  supply  room.  The  creamery  has  now 
100  patrons,  having  700  cows  of  mixed  grades.  The  present  officers  are: 
Andrew  Grund,  president;  C.  L.  Von  Haden,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager. 

Lakeport,  formerly  called  Johnsonville,  the  site  of  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  in  Pepin  County,  is  a  pretty  little  hamlet  of  a  few  residences,  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Pepin,  about  two  miles  from  Pepin.  It  was  founded  by  John 
McCain.  McCain  began  lumbering  in  the  upper  Chippewa  region  in  1841, 
and  soon  became  a  pilot  on  the  Chippewa  and  Mississippi  rivers.  He  se¬ 
lected  a  claim  on  the  present  site  of  Lakeport,  in  1844,  and  moved  thereon 
in  1846,  his  cousin,  W.  B.  Newcomb,  the  first  settler  of  Pepin,  assisting 
him.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  this  region  was  practical^  a  wilderness, 
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as  the  influx  of  settlement  had  not  yet  begun  and  the  land  was  not  yet 
open  to  pre-emption.  At  one  time  there  was  considerable  rivalry  between 
the  two  embryo  villages,  but  Pepin  soon  outdistanced  Lakeport. 

STOCKHOLM 

Stockholm  Township  is  in  the  extreme  western  edge  of  Pepin  County. 
It  is  irregular  in  form,  being  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pierce  County,  on 
the  east  by  Pepin  Township,  and  on  the  south  and  west  by  Lake  Pepin. 
The  township  contains  the  supposed  site  of  the  fort  of  Nicholas  Perrot, 
probably  erected  in  the  summer  of  1688.  Remains,  believed  to  be  those  of 
the  fort,  have  been  discovered  in  section  20,  township  23,  range  15.  The 
first  settlement  dates  from  1851,  when  Eric  Peterson  settled  in  the  village. 

Stockholm  is  an  incorporated  village  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  beautifully  situated,  overlooking  the  broad  expanse  of 
Lake  Pepin.  It  is  a  small,  but  prosperous  place,  with  a  population  of  about 
250,  and  express,  telegraph,  telephone  and  banking  facilities.  Its  business 
enterprises  include  three  general  stores,  one  hardware  store,  one  feed 
store,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a  garage.  There  are  two  churches,  a  Swedish 
Baptist  and  a  Swedish  Mission. 

The  first  settler  in  the  village  was  Eric  Peterson,  who  fixed  upon  a 
location  here,  and  on  March  16,  1852,  entered  his  claim  to  land  in  sections 
12  and  13.  Later,  he  returned  to  Sweden,  and  was  married. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  his  absence,  a  colony  of  his  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  arrived,  among  whom  may  be  named  Jacob  Peterson,  John  Ander¬ 
son,  Eric  Frieck,  Lars  Olson  and  Frank  Nelson  and  their  families,  who 
came  up  from  Illinois,  where  they  had  spent  the  winter.  Jacob  Peterson 
put  up  a  log  house  and  in  this  all  found  shelter  until  each  family  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  separate  house.  Later  in  the  year  John  Anderson  put  up  a 
frame  house.  In  the  fall  Eric  Peterson  returned  with  his  wife,  who,  on 
the  day  of  arrival,  gave  birth  to  a  child,  Matilde,  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  settlement.  The  next  spring  several  of  the  settlers  planted  some 
corn  and  potatoes  and  other  crops.  The  colony  prospered  and  in  1856  plans 
were  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  village.  The  name  of  Stockholm  was 
selected,  and  A.  W.  Miller  laid  out  the  plat  on  land  of  Eric  Peterson,  Jacob 
Peterson  and  John  Anderson.  Eric  Peterson  opened  a  store,  and  George 
Rickerd  established  a  hotel.  This  year  Abram  Josephson  and  Annie  Peter¬ 
son  were  married,  the  first  marriage  in  the  township.  A  Swedish  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  was  organized  by  Rev.  Eric  Norelius,  of  Red 
Wing,  and  a  small  house  of  worship  erected.  The  financial  panic  of  the 
following  year,  1857,  was  scarcely  noticed  in  the  little  settlement,  as  they 
had  little  intercourse  with  the  outside  world.  Gradually  the  settlers  came 
in,  all  of  the  same  nationality,  and  scattered  not  only  through  the  town¬ 
ship,  but  also  into  the  surrounding  region,  of  which  Stockholm  became  the 
center.  '  In  1860  a  steam  feed  mill  and  a  grain  warehouse  were  erected  by 
Eric  Peterson,  and  in  1873  A.  D.  Post  erected  a  grain  warehouse.  In  1886 
the  railroad  came  through. 

In  1906  Stockholm  was  visited  by  a  fire,  which  destroyed  a  whole 
block,  consisting  of  two  residences,  a  hardware  store,  drug  store,  livery 
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stable,  saloon  and  hotel.  In  1909  the  store  of  Larson  &  Swanson  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

The  village  of  Stockholm  was  incorporated  in  November,  1903.  The 
first  officers  were:  Andrew  Bock,  president;  Paul  Hilkie,  Andrew  Strom- 
berg,  Verne  Brownlee,  Harry  Brownlee,  C.  J.  Swanson,  Joe  Sirvas,  trus¬ 
tees;  E.  M.  Larson,  clerk;  E.  N.  Peterson,  assessor;  W.  F.  Gearing,  police 
justice. 

The  present  officers  are:  A.  F.  Peterson,  president;  E.  N.  Peterson, 
Julius  Hanson,  Victor  Wahlstrom,  Martin  Larson,  Elvin  Blomquist  and 
Wickford  Josephson,  trustees;  Harold  Larson,  clerk;  E.  T.  Josephson,  su¬ 
pervisor;  A.  F.  Peterson,  justice;  Anton  Peterson,  treasurer;  Charles  G. 
Swanson,  police  justice,  and  Olaf  Matteson,  assessor. 

The  first  school  in  Stockholm  was  a  Swedish  school,  taught  by  a 
young  man  from  Sweden.  The  district  school  was  started  in  1858,  or 
1859,  in  a  small  frame  building  that  had  been  used  as  a  house  of  public 
worship.  The  teacher  was  Amelia  Smith.  In  1877  a  school  was  erected 
with  two  departments.  In  1905  a  brick  school  building  of  four  rooms  was 
erected.  There  are  two  teachers,  the  w’ork  covering  the  usual  eight  grades 
and  one  year  of  high  school  work. 

The  Stockholm  postoffice  was  established  in  1860,  with  John  Rosen¬ 
berg  as  the  first  postmaster,  since  which  time  the  postmasters  have  been 
Andrew  Gilberg,  P.  Sandquist,  August  Sahlstrom,  A.  F.  Peterson,  Alfred 
Abrahamson,  Erick  Peterson,  Karl  A.  Peterson  and  Andrew  Bock,  the  last 
mentioned,  who  is  now  serving,  having  been  appointed  July  6,  1897.  His 
assistant  is  Mrs.  E.  D.  Bock.  Stockholm  was  made  a  domestic  money  order 
office  thirty-five  years  ago,  or  about  1883,  and  for  about  twenty-three  years, 
has  Been  an  international  money  order  office.  The  first  rural  route  was 
established  in  1904,  with  Levi  W.  Newmann  as  carrier.  In  1906  Route 
No.  2  was  established,  with  A.  F.  Peterson  carrier.  The  establishment  of 
the  rural  delivery  caused  the  postoffice  of  Lund  to  be  discontinued.  This 
was  a  farm  house  postoffice,  six  miles  north  of  Stockholm,  with  a  semi¬ 
weekly  mail  service. 

A  new  era  in  the  business  life  of  Stockholm  village  was  inaugurated 
July  28,  1916,  with  the  opening  of  the  Stockholm  State  Bank.  This  bank 
was  incorporated  Dec.  7,  1915,  by  Andrew  Bock,  Chris  Olson,  L.  Holmer, 
John  Lingren,  Fred  Bruckman,  O.  G.  Kinney,  Levi  W.  Newman,  Morton 
Larson  and  Herman  Larson.  The  first  officers  were:  O.  G.  Kinney,  presi¬ 
dent;  Anton  Peterson,  vice  president,  and  H.  R.  Anderson,  cashier.  The 
board  of  directors  was  composed  of  O.  G.  Kinney,  Anton  Peterson,  E.  T. 
Josephson,  Morton  Larson,  Charles  E.  Moline,  August  Edlin  and  Fred 
Bruckman.  The  bank  building,  which  is  owned  by  the  bank,  was  erected 
in  May  and  June,  1916,  the  front  being  of  concrete  granite.  It  is  provided 
with  a  burglar-proof  time-lock  safe,  and  is  thoroughly  modern  in  equip¬ 
ment.  At  the  stockholders'  meeting  Jan.  17,  1917,  C.  Olsen  was  elected 
a  director  in  the  place  of  Fred  Bruckman.  At  the  stockholders'  meeting 
Jan.  31,  1918,  H.  R.  Anderson  was  elected  a  director  in  place  of  O.  G. 
Kinney,  and  at  the  directors'  meeting  on  the  same  date,  E.  T.  Josephson 
was  elected  president  in  place  of  O.  G.  Kinney.  The  present  officers  of  the 
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'bank  are:  E.  T.  Josephson,  president;  Anton  Peterson,  vice  president, 
and  H.  R.  Anderson,  cashier.  The  present  board  of  directors  consists  of 
E.  T.  Josephson,  Anton  Peterson,  Morton  Larson,  Chris  Olsen,  Charles  E. 
Moline,  August  Edlin  and  H.  R.  Anderson.  The  officials  of  this  long-needed 
institution  thus  define  its  policy:  “To  treat  our  customers  as  liberally  as 
is  consistent  with  safety  and  always  be  Jon  the  square.’  We  stand  for  our 
country  first  of  all.”  The  bank’s  report  of  condition,  March  4,  1918,  showed 
the  following  items:  Resources — Loans  and  discounts,  $66,758.80;  over¬ 
drafts,  $676.74;  bonds,  $300;  banking  house,  $2,701;  furniture  and  fix¬ 
tures,  $2,217.55;  expenses,  $481.75;  due  from  approved  reserve  banks, 
$19,558.97;  due  from  other  banks,  $160.05;  exchanges  for  clearing  house, 
$571.39;  cash  on  hand,  $4,197.04;  total,  $97,623.29.  Liabilities — Capital 
stock  paid  in,  $10,000;  surplus  fund,  $1,000;  individual  deposits  subject  to 
check,  $31,274.15 ;  time  certificates  of  deposit,  $50,767.10 ;  cashier’s  checks 
outstanding,  $4,582.04;  total,  $97,623.29. 

The  Stockholm  Co-operative  Creamery  was  incorporated  in  1915,  with 
a  capital  of  $5,000,  by  E.  T.  Josephson,- Tom  Carpenter  and  Theodore  Gus¬ 
tafson.  Mr.  Gustafson  was  made  president,  Mr.  Carpenter,  vice  president, 
and  Mr.  Josephson,  secretary  and  treasurer,  with  James  H.  Malles  as  man¬ 
ager,  and  E.  O.  Anderson  and  L.  C.  Fosberg.  The  official  and  governing 
staff  still  remained  unchanged.  The  present  building  of  concrete  blocks 
was  erected  in  1916,  operations  being  commenced  June  15,  that  year,  and 
in  the  fall  a  warehouse  and  coal  house  were  added.  The  report  of  business 
for  1917  is  as  follows:  Number  of  pounds  of  milk  received,  222,540;  but¬ 
ter  fat,  62,762  pounds;  for  which  the  patrons  were  paid  $26,134.49.  The 
amount  of  butter  made  was  77,217  pounds,  for  which  the  sum  of  $30,155.21 
was  received,  $244.16  being  received  for  buttermilk.  The  factory  has  150 
patrons  with  an  average  of  about  ten  cows  each,  the  latter  being  mostly 
of  mixed  grades,  but  with  some  Guernseys  and  Holsteins. 


Mrs.  Hannah  Bast,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  M.  Peterson,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  and,  in  1853,  when  nine  years  old,  embarked  with  her  par¬ 
ents  on  a  sailing  vessel  for  America,  their  ultimate  destination  being  Wis¬ 
consin.  Landing  at  Boston  after  a  voyage  of  ten  and  a  half  weeks,  they 
came  west  by  rail  to  Peru,  Ill.,  at  which  place  they  hired  teams  to  drive 
them  to  Moline,  where  they  remained  until  May,  1854.  They  then  took 
passage  on  a  Mississippi  River  steamer  coming  north,  and  after  an  unevent¬ 
ful  trip  disembarked  at  Lakeport,  then  called  McCain’s  Landing.  In  de¬ 
scribing  the  rest  of  the  journey  and  subsequent  experiences,  Mrs.  Bast 
says :  “Father  rigged  up  a  sort  of  a  skid,  on  which  we  piled  our  household 
goods  and  supplies,  and  to  which  he  hitched  the  oxen,  and  we  started  for 
Stockholm,  walking  all  the  way  and  driving  our  cows.  In  those  days  we 
used  to  go  down  the  river  to  Dubuque  and  get  our  supplies  and  provisions. 
When  we  arrived  here  there  was  nothing  but  oak  trees,  grass  and  snakes. 
Father  built  the  first  house  in  the  town,  which  was  a  small  log  structure, 
and  the  first  spring  father  cleared  some  land  and  planted  potatoes  and 
corn,  and  after  that  followed  farming.  The  second  summer  we  were  here 
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they  had  a  great  time  at  a  maypole  dance,  a  fiddler  from  Red  Wing  fur¬ 
nishing  the  music.  In  those  days  people  seemed  more  friendly  and  sociable 
than  they  do  now.” 

The  First  Swedish  Baptist  Church,  of  Stockholm,  was  organized  by 
the  Rev.  M.  L.  Lelley,  of  Eggleston,  Minn.,  being  incorporated  Nov.  5,  1887, 
by  N.  A.  Erickson,  chairman ;  M.  Lind,  secretary,  and  G.  Lind,  N.  A.  Erick¬ 
son  and  M.  Lind,  trustees. 


WATERVILLE 

Waterville  Township  is  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county.  It  is 
well  watered  by  the  Eau  Galle  River  and  many  small  creeks,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  Arkansaw,  Little  Arkansaw  and  Porcupine  Creeks.  Dead 
Lake  extends  into  the  southeastern  corner.  Originally  the  town  was 
nearly  all  heavily  wooded,  being  a  part  of  a  large  tract  of  hardwood  timber 
lying  in  Pepin,  Pierce  and  St.  Croix  counties.  In  the  eastern  part  are  the 
Chippewa  bottoms,  and  in  the  southeastern  part  in  Dead  Lake  Prairie. 
There  were  two  centers  of  early  settlement,  Arkansaw  Village  and  Dead 
Lake  Prairie. 

Arkansaw  Village,  the  scene  of  many  an  historic  event  in  the  early 
days,  is  now  a  hamlet  of  about  200  people,  on  Arkansaw  Creek,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  west  of  the  Eau  Galle  River,  and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  Chippewa  River.  It  is  connected  by  stage  with  Durand,  four  miles 
away,  and  the  mails  are  brought  from  that  place  twice  each  day.  From 
here  three  rural  routes  carry  mail  to  the  surrounding  countryside.  Its 
present  industries  consist  of  a  creamery,  a  flour  mill,  a  sawmill,  a  general 
store,  a  hardware  store,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  barber  shop  and  a  hotel. 
There  is  a  good  store  here  and  a  Methodist  Church.  The  waterpower  here 
is  very  valuable,  and  will  doubtless,  at  some  future  time,  be  used  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

The  story  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie  is  told  under  the  head  of  Frankfort 
Township,  by  Mrs.-  David  B.  McCourtie.  It  was  first  settled  in  1852  by 
Grant  and  Elisha  Stevens. 

The  early  history  of  the  village  centers  about  the  activities  of  Willard 
F.  Holbrook.  He  came  down  from  the  Eau  Galle  Mills  in  1854,  with 
his  brother,  George,  selected  a  site  and,  in  1855,  built  a  log  house.  He  also 
built  a  sawmill,  and  in  February,  1856,  commenced  sawing.  At  this  time  he 
started  making  furniture  in  one  corner  of  his  mill,  and,  in  1866,  he  erected 
a  separate  factory  for  this  purpose.  In  1870  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  Pauley,  of  Reed’s  Landing.  The  mill  was  enlarged,  a  new  furniture 
factory  erected,  a  store  was  built  and  opened,  and  the  manufacture  of 
potash  and  pearlash  started.  The  factory  was  burned  in  1872,  but  was  re¬ 
built  the  following  year.  At  one  time  this  factory  employed  as  many  as 
thirty-five  or  forty  hands,  and  did  an  annual  business  of  $30,000.  In  1881 
the  mill  was  sold  to  E.  C.  Bill.  He  made  furniture  for  a  number  of  years, 
then  sold  to  S.  Z.  Dickson,  who  converted  it  into  a  basket  factory  under  the 
management  of  J.  L.  Throne.  About  two  years  later  it  was  acquired  by 
S.  L.  Plummer,  who  sold  the  buildings.  In  1885,  Mr.  Holbrook  erected  a 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BUFFALO  AND  PEPIN  COUNTIES 


1017 


steam  planing  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  furniture  and  lumbermen’s 
supplies.  He  operated  it  until  his  death,  in  1887,  when  it  was  purchased 
by  S.  L.  Plummer.  It  was  afterward  burned. 

In  the  meantime,  a  village  had  been  built.  It  was  platted  Oct.  10, 
1857,  by  Willard  F.  Holbrook,  the  platting  being  done  by  G.  C.  Wolcott. 
About  this  time  H.  M.  Miles  put  up  a  small  waterpower  roller  flour  and 
grist  mill.  It  was  later  destroyed  by  fire  and  rebuilt.  It  was  washed  away 
in  the  flood  of  1878,  but  was  rebuilt  and  given  an  enlarged  capacity.  The 
year  of  1870,  in  which  Mr.  Holbrook  increased  his  activities  and  erected  his 
store  and  a  new  factory,  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  Arkansaw. 
To  accommodate  the  growing  travel,  a  hotel,  the  Cropsy  House,  was 
erected.  It  was  later  turned  into  a  private  dwelling.  In  1870  Abel  Parker 
put  up  a  sawmill,  and  conducted  it  until  his  death,  in  1883,  since  which  time 
it  has  been  occupied  by  his  son,  Joseph  Parker.  In  1871  H.  M.  Miles, 
the  proprietor  of  the  pioneer  flour  mill,  opened  a  store,  in  partnership  with 
Miletus  Knight.  The  next  year,  1872,  Forest  H.  Hillard  and  Victor  Rounds 
opend  a  drug  and  variety  store.  Many  new  residences  were  also  put  up  to 
accommodate  the  increase  in  population.  The  residences  for  the  most  part 
were  built  on  the  plateau  overlooking  the  creek,  while  the  business  section 
was  in  the  valley.  It  was  also  in  1872  that  Stephen  Cliff  erected  the  Cliff 
House,  which  he  operated  for  many  years.  It  was  burned,  but  rebuilt  by 
Henry  Parsons,  and  after  a  few  years  sold  to  Thomas  Richardson,  the 
present  landlord.  The  Miles  &  Knight  store  is  still  running,  the  present 
owner  is  Henry  Hartung.  The  Hillard  &  Rounds  store  was  sold  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  which  was  organized  in  1881,  and  of  which  David  B.  McCourtie 
and  George  Willis  were  the  first  members  to  be  initiated.  The  upper  story 
is  used  as  the  hall,  and  the  lower  part  as  kitchen  and  dining  room. 

The  prosperity  of  the  village  was  interrupted  by  the  great  flood  of 
1878,  which  carried  away  three  dams,  all  the  bridges,  the  grist  mill,  and 
many  barns  and  residences. 

Educational  facilities  have  been  enjoyed  since  1856.  A  little  school- 
house,  with  one  room,  was  built  in  that  year,  and  the  first  teacher  was 
Minnie  Kelton,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of  T.  N.  Schwartz.  It  was 
destroyed  in  the  flood  of  1878.  The  next  schoolhouse  was  a  log  building, 
which  was  later  made  into  a  residence,  and  is  now  occupied  by  August 
Schultz.  In  1883  a  two-roomed  building  was  erected  by  H.  M.  Miles,  and 
a  graded  school  established.  In  1911  it  was  made  into  a  two-story  building 
of  four  rooms  by  William  Cross.  Four  teachers  are  in  charge,  giving  in¬ 
struction  in  the  eight  grades,  and  in  two  years’  high  school  worK. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  village  was  solemnized,  Nov.  20,  1857,  the 
contracting  parties  being  Willard  F.  Holbrook  and  Mary  Ames,  of  Waubeek 
Township,  this  county.  In  the  early  days  of  the  village  mail  was  received 
at  the  Dead  Lake  postoffice,  of  which  Jacob  S.  McCourties  was  the  post¬ 
master.  Whoever  happened  to  be  making  the  trip  to  the  McCourtie  store 
was  asked  to  bring  back  the  mail  for  the  other  neighbors.  The  postoffice 
was  moved  to  the  village  about  1864,  with  Miletus  Knight  as  first  post¬ 
master. 
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Mrs.  David  B.  McCourtie  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  early 
days  in  Arkansaw  and  the  neighboring  environs  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie.  She 
says,  in  part: 

“I  have  heard,  and  he  often  repeats  the  story,  my  husband,  David 
B.  McCourtie,  tell  how  he  and  his  brother,  Charlie,  used  to  come  here  to 
fish  in  the  Arkansaw  Creek.  In  the  years  1854-1855,  the  creek  abounded 
in  trout,  the  real  speckled  trout,  I  would  not  dare  tell  you  how  long  they 
were,  or  how  many  they  could  catch  in  such  a  short  time,  for  it  would  be 
called  a  fish  story,  but  I  will  say  that  as  fast  as  they  would  drop  their  hooks 
in  the  water  they  would  pull  out  a  trout. 

“At  this  time  not  a  white  man  lived  in  or  very  near  Arkansaw,  and  the 
Indians  would  not  catch  a  trout,  as  they  thought  that  the  trout  kept  the 
water  pure.  Before  the  flood  of  1878,  the  Arkansaw  creek  was  narrow,  but 
deep,  and  the  water  as  clear  as  crystal. 

“In  the  year  1855  Willard  F.  Holbrook  came  and  built  a  log  house 
just  large  enough  for  himself,  about  half  way  from  the  present  sites  of 
the  bridge  and  the  church.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  planted  a  little  patch 
of  potatoes  about  where  William  Snow’s  house  stands,  and  I  have  often 
heard  my  husband  tell  of  one  time  after  the  potatoes  had  matured  he  and 
his  brother  came  trouting  here  together,  and  after  a  good  catch,  went 
with  Mr.  Holbrook  to  the  potato  patch,  built  a  hot  fire  and  roasted  potatoes 
in  the  ashes  while  broiling  the  trout  on  a  stick. 

“In  the  winter  of  1855,  William  Fletcher,  who  lived  on  the  Eau  Galle 
bottoms,  started  for  Dead  Lake  Prairie  to  do  some  trading,  and  as  was 
then  his  custom,  he  took  his  gun.  Striking  an  elk  track  he  followed  it  to 
where  the  church  now  stands,  and  succeeded  in  killing  it.  He  then  went  to 
the  store,  which  was  owned  by  J.  S.  McCourtie,  and  telling  his  story, 
offered  the  flesh  as  a  present,  saying  that  all  he  wanted  was  the  hide. 
Accordingly,  David  B.  hitched  the  oxen  to  the  sled  and  went  with  Mr. 
Fletcher,  secured  the  elk,  which  dressed,  weighed  400  pounds,  and  brought 
it  home,  where  it  furnished  the  material  for  many  a  substantial  meal. 

“The  first  time  I  crossed  the  bridge  in  Arkansas,  the  stringers  were 
round  poles  or  trees,  twelve  or  fifteen  inches  through,  flattened  on  one 
side,  and  stretching  from  bank  to  bank,  covered  with  planks,  about  ten  in 
number,  fastened  down  with  wooden  pins.  In  1878  it  was  washed  away, 
and  as  the  creek  then  became  wider  and  deeper,  a  larger  bridge  was  built, 
with  a  very  low  railing.  This  bridge  was  also  washed  away,  and  was  re¬ 
placed  with  a  framed  wooden  bridge.  After  some  years,  this  gave  away, 
while  William  Richardson  and  his  horse  were  crossing  it.  Mr.  Richardson 
escaped  uninjured,  but  the  horse  received  injuries  which  necessitated  its 
being  killed.  Then  an  iron  bridge  was  built.  This  too,  was  carried  away 
by  a  flood  some  ten  years  or  so  ago.  It  was  replaced  by  the  present  bridge, 
an  iron  structure  about  75  feet  long,  and  some  eighteen  to  twenty  feet 
above  the  water.” 

The  Waterville  Co-operative  Creamery  Company,  located  at  Arkan¬ 
saw,  owes  its  inception  to  S.  L.  Plummer,  who  founded  it  at  the  time  he 
organized  the  Plummer  Mercantile  Company,  of  Arkansaw,  in  1889.  For 
the  first  five  years  operations  were  carried  on  in  a  frame  shed  next  to 
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the  planing-mill,  and  then  a  better  frame  building  was  erected  and  used. 
The  business  was  started  on  a  small  scale,  but  has  gradually  increased. 
About  the  year  1900  the  Waterville  Co-operative  Creamery  Company  was 
formed  and  took  over  the  business,  and  in  1917  the  company  erected  a 
good  concrete  factory,  installed  with  a  complete  modern  equipment  for 
butter  manufacture.  The  seventeenth  annual  report  of  the  company  for 
the  year  ending  Jan.  2,  1918,  shows  that  the  amount  of  butter  manufac¬ 
tured  sold  for  $157,016.00,  an  increase  of  about  $30,000.00  over  the  figures 
for  1916. 

The  Woodmen  Hall  Company,  of  Arkansaw,  was  incorporated  May  11, 
1903,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000,  by  Ernest  M.  Miler,  W.  C.  Thompson, 
G.  F.  Hibbard,  E.  L.  Curtis,  James  Knight  and  Adam  Coburn.  In  1913 
the  capital  was  increased  to  $3,000. 

The  Arkansaw  Telephone  Company  was  incorporated  Dec.  17,  1907, 
with  a  capital  of  $5,000,  and  with  F.  G.  Hibbard  as  president,  and  E.  L. 
Curtis,  secretary. 

Henry  W.  Barber  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Frankfort  Town¬ 
ship.  He  came  here  in  1855,  and  in  the  spring  of  1858  brought  his  bride 
here.  Of  her  early  experiences,  Mrs.  Barber,  at  an  Old  Settlers’  meeting 
said  in  part : 

“On  the  morning  of  Nov.  25,  1857,  just  as  daylight  was  breaking  over 
Chautauqua’s  grand  old  New  York  State  hills,  in  the  presence  of  friends 
and  neighbors,  Henry  W.  Barber  and  myself,  Cecelia  A.  Dickson,  pledged 
our  mutual  love  for  life.  The  tables  were  spread,  and  as  soon  as  the  wed¬ 
ding  breakfast  was  eaten  and  congratulations  extended,  we  left  for  my 
husband’s  boyhood  home,  three  hundred  miles  further  east  in  Livingston 
County,  in  the  same  state.  After  returning  to  my  mother’s  home  about 
four  weeks  later,  we  received  friends  and  visited  about  until  the  first  of 
February,  when  I  bade  my  dear  old  home  goodbye,  and  with  a  brave  trust¬ 
ing  heart  started  for  this  then  wild  new  home,  feeling  that  whatever  was 
in  store  for  my  husband,  I  was  ready  and  willing  to  share  it  with  him. 

“On  our  way  westward,  we  visited  at  Delavan,  where  I  had  a  brother, 
at  East  Troy,  where  Mr.  Barber  had  two  sisters  and  at  Elkhorn,  where 
we  had  friends,  all  these  places  being  in  Walworth  County,  this  state.  Then 
continuing  our  way,  we  arrived  at  Reed’s  Landing,  April  1,  and  put  up  at 
the  Sevy  House.  The  next  morning  we  boarded  a  keel  boat,  bound  for  our 
present  home.  I  had  a  comfortable  place  among  the  sacks  of  grain  and 
raftsmen’s  blankets,  which  were  carefully  arranged  for  my  especial  bene¬ 
fit.  My  imagination  ran  quite  high,  wondering  why  or  how  anyone  could 
be  possessed  to  wander  into  this  wild,  and  apparently  unattractive  region. 
That  anyone  should  do  so  seemed  a  great  mystery  to  me.  Our  friend, 
E.  M.  Bartlett,  who  had  accompanied  us  from  East  Troy,  left  us  a  few 
miles  before  reaching  the  Mark’s  House,  for  the  purpose  of  going  ahead 
and  getting  oxen  and  a  cart  to  take  us  to  our  journey’s  end.  When  we 
reached  the  Mark’s  House,  it  seemed  like  a  Haven  of  Rest.  How  inviting 
the  sitting  room  looked  with  its  one  chair,  and  its  pine  benches  and  stools, 
so  white  and  spotless.  And  the  table,  with  its  snow  white  cloth,  was  spread 
with  nice  bread  and  butter,  blackberry  jam,  and  a  fragrant  cup  of  tea. 
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The  lunch,  with  such  surroundings  so  neat  and  clean  was  truly  reviving, 
after  I  had  been  so  disgusted  with  the  hotel  at  Reed’s  Landing. 

“Mr.  Bartlett  came  even  sooner  than  we  expected,  and  we  were  soon 
jogging  over  a  road  so  wild  and  rugged,  that  it  seemed  almost  impossible 
to  ride.  But  by  careful  driving  and  by  holding  fast  to  the  seat,  we 
were  soon  in  sight  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie.  Imagine  my  surprise  and  delight 
at  once  more  beholding  a  level  spot  of  earth.  We  had  not  rode  much 
further  when  we  nearly  ran  into  a  little  pile  of  scantling  fastened  together 
by  some  means,  and  supporting  a  half  dozen  or  so  rafters.  When  we  sighted 
this  crude  structure,  Mr.  Bartlett  said  to  me :  ‘Do  you  see  your  new  domi¬ 
cile?’  My  heart  stopped  for  a  minute,  but  then  I  realized  that  he  was 
jesting,  so  I  kept  silent.  My  thoughts,  however,  were  busy,  and  after  riding 
a  way  further,  I  said:  ‘If  that  is  my  domicile,  where  is  Frankfort?’  And 
I  was  informed  that  two  crude  buildings  we  had  passed  a  short  way  back 
constituted  the  village  of  Frankfort,  one  being  the  postoffice  and  the  other 
the  hotel.  So  I  was  again  silent.  A  few  minutes  more  brought  us  to  an 
ill-looking  log  house.  Preparations  were  made  to  alight,  and  with  sick 
heart  I  whispered  to  Mr.  Barber  and  asked  him  if  we  were  to  stop  at  such 
a  place. 

“But  upon  entering,  the  scene  was  changed,  and  I  felt  a  great  degree 
of  satisfaction  at  meeting  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement  presiding 
over  a  well  kept  home.  Not  only  the  comforts  but  the  luxuries  were  there, 
and  the  noble  Christian  gentleman,  and  two  lovely  children,  made  the  home 
complete.  Indeed,  I  felt  that  we  were  not  alone.  Later  we  found  many 
noble  hearts  scattered  here  and  there  over  the  prairie,  men  and  women 
who  had  ventured  out  the  same  as  we,  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  this 
new  land. 

“After  two  weeks’  stay  at  this  lovely  home,  we  secured  a  room  in  a 
log  cabin,  owned  by  Hubbard  Arnold,  where  we  remained  while  Mr.  Barber 
prepared  for  housekeeping  in  our  own  home.  On  the  day  that  we  were 
to  leave,  a  sugar  party  was  to  be  held,  and  it  was  insisted  that  we  stay. 
Dancing  was  on  the  program,  and  Brother  John  Closson  was  the  musician. 
After  making  some  new  acquaintances,  and  partaking  of  the  sugar,  we 
climbed  into  some  kind  of  a  vehicle  and  drove  the  oxen  to  our  cabin,  which 
consisted  of  one  room,  serving  as  kitchen,  dining  room  and  sleeping  apart¬ 
ment.  I  did  not  see  just  how  it  did  look  that  night,  but  the  next  morning 
I  raised  my  head  from  the  pillow  and  took  a  survey  of  things,  laying  down 
again  as  quickly  as  possible  and  covering  my  head  with  the  bed  covers. 

“But  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  I  felt  a  degree  of  pride  in  that  one 
room.  In  one  corner  was  our  bed,  adorned  with  a  white  canopy  overhead 
to  prevent  the  snakes  from  dropping  onto  our  faces  through  the  bark  roof, 
and  the  long  mosquito  curtains  which  made  it  look  more  homelike.  In 
the  next  corner  stood  the  shining  new  stove,  with  all  the  bright  tinware 
so  nicely  hung  up.  Then  came  a  drygoods  box  with  shelves  for  a  cupboard, 
nailed  to  the  wall,  and  filled  with  dishes.  Nearby  was  the  table.  We  had 
four  wooden  chairs,  with  a  home  made  rocking  chair,  which  had  been  used 
while  Alfred  Cropsy,  E.  M.  Bartlett  and  Henry  W.  Barber  had  kept  house 
in  an  old  log  cabin  on  the  banks  of  Dead  Lake. 
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“After  a  few  months  we  came  to  our  present  home,  the  main  floor 
being  laid  just  far  enough  for  the  table  and  cookstove,  and  the  floor  above 
just  enough  for  the  beds.  The  doors  were  not  hung,  and  the  windows 
were  only  partly  in.  Every  night  after  going  upstairs,  Mr.  Barber  took 
the  ladder  up  after  us  and  was  also  sure  to  take  an  axe  and  revolver, 
fearing  that  we  might  be  molested  by  the  Indians,  or  by  some  white  out¬ 
law,  both  of  which  were  plentiful  in  those  days.  Mr.  Barber  held  county 
office  at  that  time,  going  to  Pepin  to  do  his  business.  I  was  in  constant 
fear  when  left  alone,  for  I  had  a  great  dread  of  the  Indians,  remaining 
from  childhood  days,  when  I  had  heard  stories  of  my  widowed  great  grand¬ 
mother  who  was  scalped  by  the  Indians  when  Cherry  Valley  was  burned, 
and  of  my  grandfather,  who  thus  left  parentless  and  homeless,  enlisted 
at  fourteen  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  being  scarcely 
twenty-one  when  he  came  out,  serving  seven  years  and  seven  months. 

“We  enjoyed  many  blessings  even  in  those  days  of  trials  and  tribula¬ 
tions.  Our  first  Fourth  here  was  spent  at  a  picnic  at  Round  Hill.  A 
jollier,  finer  crowd  would  be  hard  to  find  anywhere  at  any  time.  Mary 
Miles  taught  our  school  at  that  time.  A  covered  wagon  brought  Miss 
Miles  and  her  little  band,  amid  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and 
the  grove  rang  with  cheers  as  they  rendered  their  well  learned  program. 

“But  those  days  are  long  since  past.  Since  the  days  of  which  I  speak, 
beautiful  homes  have  taken  the  place  of  log  cabins,  well  kept  roads  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  rough  trails,  modern  inventions  of  every  kind  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  few  things  with  which  we  had  to  work  in  those  days. 
Schools  and  churches  have  sprung  up,  and  our  once  wild  land  buds  and  blos¬ 
soms  like  the  rose  with  prosperity  and  blessing.” 

St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Arkansas.  (By  Rev.  William 
Stuhlmann.)  The  wanderer  going  about  two  miles  northwest  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Arkansaw,  into  the  Big  Arkansaw  Valley,  will  be  most  agreeably 
surprised  to  see  this  beautiful,  fertile  valley  decorated  by  a  nice  church 
with  two  stables  and  near  the  church  a  spacious,  well  looking  rectory.  At 
once  he  understands  that  the  people  of  Waterville  Township  are  not  only 
excellent,  progressive  farmers,  but  that  they  are  conscious  of  the  higher 
morals  and  ideals  of  life.  Whilst  they  are  busy  during  the  week  in  working 
their  farms,  earning  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  on  Sundays 
they  can  be  seen  gathering  together  from  all  directions  to  worship  the 
Lord,  imploring  His  help  and  blessing  for  the  coming  week.  The  passerby 
may  admire  the  beautiful  brick  building  with  its  colored  windows ;  he  may 
look  with  surprise  at  the  cemetery  with  its  costly  marble  monuments,  its 
artistic  and  majestic  crucifixion  group,  but  little  will  he  suspect  the  priva¬ 
tions,  the  difficulties  and  sacrifices  of  the  past.  For  long  years  the  brave 
Catholic  farmers  had  to  walk  or  to  drive  with  oxen  from  ten  to  fifteen 
miles  to  Eau  Galle  or  Durand,  the  nearest  churches;  children  walked  to 
catechism  with  the  same  pioneer  spirit  hardly  known  today.  Finally,  in 
1888,  about  thirty  farmers  met  together  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  hav¬ 
ing  their  own  church  and  cemetery.  Frank  Meisener,  Steven  Seiler  and 
Joe  Hutter  made  the  first  sacrifice,  in  paying  for  two  acres  respectively 
for  church  ground  and  cemetery.  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Flarsh,  of  La  Crosse, 
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authorized  a  cemetery  and  a  mission  church  with  service  once  a  month. 
But  new  difficulties  arose,  partly  through  lack  of  unity  from  within,  partly 
from  outside.  Only  three  years  later  another  meeting  was  held,  a  peti¬ 
tion  was  signed  by  about  thirty  names  and  Fr.  Neixner  sent  for  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  Schwebach  to  come  to  a  settlement  about  the  building  of  a  church. 
Bishop  Schwebach  perfectly  realized  the  needs  of  the  Catholic  population 
of  Arkansaw,  and  granted  all  the  concessions  asked  for.  Immediately  in 
the  spring  of  1892  the  farmers  went  to  work,  furnished  all  the  rough  lum¬ 
ber,  and  with  the  help  of  some  skilled  carpenters,  soon  the  first  frame 
church  was  finished.  In  June  Rev.  Fr.  Baur,  from  Durand,  came  over, 
blessed  the  new  building  and  offered  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  for 
the  first  time  in  the  Arkansaw  Valley.  Great  was  the  joy  of  everybody 
present  and  with  full  confidence  our  farmers  looked  into  the  future.  The 
new  cemetery  was  started  the  following  year  through  the  unfortunate 
and  sad  death  of  the  only  son  of  Tom  Spies. 

Still  the  conditions  of  the  new  congregation  were  not  satisfactory, 
because  for  most  of  their  religious  needs  they  had  yet  to  go  to  Au  Galle, 
Durand  or  Plum  City.  It  always  had  been  their  aim  to  have  a  parish  and 
a  priest  of  their  own.  “But  how  are  the  few  of  us  able  to  keep  a  parish 
going?”  they  asked  themselves.  “Arkansaw  will  never  be  able  to  build 
up  a  parish,  Arkansaw  will  never  amount  to  anything,”  said  outsiders. 
Our  farmers  were  now  in  the  unfair  situation  to  have  to  contribute  to  two 
churches,  their  own,  and  the  Eau  Galle  church.  Respectfully  George  Dreier 
went  to  La  Crosse  to  lay  the  situation  before  the  Bishop.  When  in  the 
summer  of  1912  the  Bishop  came  to  Durand  for  confirmation,  several  mem¬ 
bers  again  explained  the  whole  situation  to  him.  The  Bishop  himself 
came  over  for  the  first  time  and  inspected  with  greatest  satisfaction  our 
neat  little  church,  authorized  the  building  of  a  priesthouse  and  promised 
to  send  a  priest.  In  the  fall  a  priesthouse  was  built.  Rev.  Fr.  Vousan 
came  as  the  first  resident  priest.  But  several  other  difficulties  were  in 
store  for  the  people,  just  when  all  wishes  seemed  to  be  fulfilled.  One  win¬ 
ter  morning  the  new  priesthouse  lay  in  ashes,  hardly  anything  could  be 
saved.  This  was  a  hard  stroke  for  people  and  priest.  But  they  were  not 
discouraged.  Still  the  pioneer  spirit  was  alive.  Soon  everybody,  Fr. 
Vousan,  men  and  women  and  children  became  busy  again  to  build  up  a  new 
priesthouse.  Not  only  this!  Past  experiences  seemed  to  have  given  a 
new  life,  new  energy  to  the  whole  congregation.  The  old  frame  church, 
although  beautiful,  soon  did  not  seem  to  be  up  to  date  any  longer.  Fr. 
Lanfer,  who  in  the  same  year  had  succeeded  Fr.  Vousan,  got  everybody 
interested  in  the  building  of  the  new  church,  which  you  now  see  completed. 
The  generosity  of  the  farmers  seemed  to  increase  at  the  same  rate  as  their 
material  well  being  progressed.  Also  their  number  increased  every  year, 
so  that  the  formerly  small  congregation  now  counts  up  to  85  families.  In 
relatively  few  years  this  small  community  has  been  perfectly  organized, 
different  societies,  like  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin,  the  Ladies’ 
Altar  Society,  the  Young  Ladies’  Society,  the  Sacred  Heart  League  are 
active  and  flourishing.  On  Dec.  8,  1916,  Fr.  Lanfer,  whose  merits  for  the 
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congregation  will  never  be  forgotten,  left  Arkansaw  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  missionary  house  in  St.  Mary’s  Hill,  formerly  Round  Hill.  Rev.  Fr. 
Stuhlmann  succeeded  him.  The  congregation  is  resolved  always  to  keep 
alive  his  spirit  of  energy,  generosity,  and  thus  progress  in  every  way  to 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness. 

The  Arkansas  Methodist  Church  has  a  most  interesting  history  dating 
back  to  the  earliest  days  of  settlement.  In  a  little  log  house  on  Dead  Lake 
Prairie  in  the  year  1855,  the  first  religious  services  were  held  in  the  town 
of  Waterville,  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kellogg,  at  which  only  four  persons 
were  present.  In  the  succeeding  years  some  of  the  clergymen  who  con¬ 
ducted  services  here  were  Woodley  Crouch,  Hobert  Doughty,  (hurley  Brown 
and  others.  These  meetings  were  held  in  homes,  schoolhouses,  or  any 
other  place  that  was  convenient.  As  the  territory  became  more  thickly 
settled  it  became  evident  that  a  suitable  house  of  worship  was  necessary. 
The  plans  did  not  mature,  however,  until  1868.  To  start  the  work,  Miletus 
Knight  gave  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  upper  Arkansas  Valley.  This  land, 
which  today  is  worth  some  $12,000  was  sold  for  $150,  and  the  sum  became 
the  nucleus  to  which  the  pioneers  added  their  hard-earned  savings.  A 
building,  intended  as  a  Union  Church  was  erected,  30  by  40  feet,  at  a  cost 
of  $2,500,  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Jellison.  This  was  dedi¬ 
cated  as  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  summer  of  1869.  At  this 
time  the  preacher’s  salary  was  $625.  In  1892,  through  the  interest  aroused 
by  Rev.  L.  B.  Akers,  a  parsonage  was  erected,  a  suitable  and  comfortable, 
building,  costing  some  $3,000  or  $4,000.  In  1898  the  people  began  to  talk  of 
improving  their  church.  The  Rev.  John  Holt,  then  pastor,  insisted  that 
the  building  ought  to  be  remodeled,  and  pledged  a  quarter  of  his  year’s 
salary  for  that  purpose.  A  meeting  was  called  on  Jan.  8,  1900,  with  twenty 
people  present.  It  was  agreed  that  if  $800  were  raised  by  subscription, 
the  building  could  be  remodeled  according  to  plans  drawn  by  Rev.  L.  W. 
McKibben,  which  provided  for  the  addition  of  a  kitchen,  parlor,  alcove  and 
hall.  Before  Feb.  1, 1900,  the  sum  of  $1,200  had  been  raised.  The  contract 
was  let  to  William  J.  Seeley,  of  Durand.  November,  of  that  year,  found 
the  building  ready  for  the  interior  work,  which  was  done  by  C.  F.  Gleason. 
The  windows  were  all  of  a  memorial  nature,  donated  by  relatives  of  various 
deceased  members.  The  church  was  dedicated  Dec.  12,  1900.  The  ex¬ 
penses  had  been  more  than  was  anticipated,  and  $600  needed  to  clear  the 
debt  was  that  day  raised,  with  an  extra  balance  of  $36  to  leave  in  the 
treasury.  Through  the  influence  of  Rev.  John  Holt,  a  Kimball  organ  was 
presented  to  the  church.  In  1902,  Parker  &  Humphrey  installed  the  elec¬ 
tric  lights.  The  church  is  therefore  a  comfortable,  convenient,  modern 
building,  fully  adequate  for  its  needs  as  a  religious  and  community  center. 
The  pastors  of  the  church,  since  the  original  building  was  dedicated  under 
the  supervision  of  W.  D.  Jellison  in  1868,  have  been  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Wells,  E.  B.  Russell,  W.  J.  Bullivant,  G.  D.  Brown,  N.  C.  Bradley,  G.  W. 
Smith,  F.  j.  Borgia,  L.  B.  Akers,  J.  Connor,  W.  M.  Philpott,  John  Holt, 
E.  C.  Knowlton,  J.  G.  Peterson,  D.  S.  Householder,  Thomas  Harris,  J.  B. 
Braddock,  E.  J.  Jeffres,  W.  P.  Powell,  R.  G.  Rainey,  Joseph  Allard. 
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FRANKFORT 

Frankfort  Township  is  an  irrigular  shaped  township,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Waterville  Township,  on  the  east  by  Waterville  Township  and  the 
Chippewa  River,  on  the  south  by  Pepin  Township  and  on  the  west  by 
Pierce.  Its  position  is  unique  in  that  its  width  represents  the  entire  width 
of  Pepin  County  at  this  point.  Plum  Creek  crosses  it  from  northwest 
to  southeast.  Its  tributaries  in  this  township  are  Elk,  Little  Plum  and 
Porcupine  Creek.  Dead  Lake  lies  largely  in  the  township  and  empties  into 
the  Chippewa  River. 

Round  Hill,  formerly  called  Meredith,  was  surveyed  and  platted  in 
April,  1858,  under  the  latter  name,  but  nothing  ever  came  of  it.  Nicholas 
Bowman  erected  a  small  sawmill  here  many  years  ago  and  operated  it  until 
he  died.  He  also  maintained  a  warehouse  and  operated  a  ferry.  Later 
the  Mississippi  River  Logging  Co.  had  a  boarding  house  here,  and  estab¬ 
lished  booms  in  the  river. 

The  village  of  Ella,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Chippewa  River,  just 
above  Round  Hill,  and  eight  miles  from  Durand,  was  surveyed  and  platted 
in  October,  1871.  In  1882  it  contained  about  fifty  residents,  with  a  post 
office,  general  store,  a  sawmill,  owned  and  conducted  by  Magill  &  Minder, 
a  district  school,  and  Lutheran  and  Methodist  churches.  Like  Porcupine, 
however,  it  was  not  destined  to  have  a  continued  growth,  and  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  now  very  small. 

Porcupine,  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  was  a  small  hamlet  of 
100  people,  located  in  Frankfort  township,  about  eight  miles  southwest 
of  Durand.  There  was  a  post  office  with  a  mail  service  twice  a  week,  and 
a  steam  sawmill,  with  a  capacity  of  20,000  feet  a  day,  which  was  built  in 
1880,  and  was  owned  and  operated  by  J.  P.  Flagg.  In  course  of  time,  how¬ 
ever,  the  population  has  sought  other  fields  of  endeavor,  and  practically 
nothing  now  remains  of  the  old-time  village  except  the  name. 

There  was  at  one  time  a  postoffice  called  Ida  in  this  township,  some 
eight  miles  from  Durand. 

Dead  Lake  was  platted  as  a  summer  resort,  Aug.  5,  1910,  by  Ed  and 
Arthur  Smith. 

The  first  settler  in  Frankfort  township  was  Henry  Fletcher,  who,  in 
1850,  built  a  tavern  at  the  mouth  of  Dead  Lake  for  the  accommodation  of 
travelers  going  up  and  down  the  Chippewa  River,  from  Lake  Pepin  to  the 
lumber  regions. 

The  first  settlers  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  which  extends  into  this  town¬ 
ship,  were  Grant  and  Elisha  Stevens,  the  former  a  man  with  a  family, 
and  the  latter  a  bachelor.  They  came  in  1852  and  settled  over  the  line  in 
Waterville  Township. 

Jacob  S.  McCourtie  came  in  1854,  and  became  the  first  permanent  set¬ 
tler  in  Frankfort  Township.  Mrs.  David  B.  McCourtie,  a  daughter-in-law, 
read  a  most  interesting  paper  regarding  the  early  days,  before  the  Old 
Settlers’  Meeting  in  1917.  She  said  in  part : 

“Of  events  previous  to  the  fall  of  1860,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge, 
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but  I  will  give  them  as  I  received  them  from  a  source  I  believe  to  be  trust¬ 
worthy. 

•  “I  will  first  give  you  a  little  description  of  a  journey  as  given  to  me 
by  the  Jacob  S.  McCourtie  family,  who  settled  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie  in 
October,  1854.  This  party,  consisting  of  Mr.  McCourtie,  his  wife  and  five 
children,  Charles  R.,  David  B.,  Ellen  E.,  William  J.,  and  Eugenia  A.,  set  out 
with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  covered  wagon,  a  horse  and  buggy,  two  cows,  two 
dogs,  household  goods,  and  provisions  from  their  home  in  Savanna,  Ill., 
in  the  latter  part  of  August,  their  destination  being  Reed’s  Landing,  Minn., 
and  their  object  being  to  find  a  place  where  fever  and  ague  did  not  pre¬ 
vail.  In  due  time  they  reached  the  vicinity  of  Eau  Claire,  where  they 
found  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chippewa  River,  a  small  waterpower  mill, 
and  one  small  log  house.  Here  they  crossed  the  river  on  a  flat-boat,  en¬ 
gineered  with  poles.  The  river  was  not  then  so  wide  as  at  present,  but 
very  deep.  To  their  surprise  all  the  road  they  found  leading  from  Dunn- 
ville  on  the  Menomonie  River,  was  an  Indian  trail,  showing  no  signs  of 
travel  by  white  men,  except  the  evidence  that  a  light  wagon,  sometimes  in 
those  days  called  a  “crackey  wagon,”  had  evidently  attempted  the  trip. 

“The  first  night  after  leaving  Eau  Claire,  the  party  camped  four  miles 
above  Dunnville  on  Chippewa  Bottoms.  Reaching  Dunnville  they  found 
a  little  board  house  whose  only  inmate  was  a  bachelor  by  the  name  of 
Amos  Colburn,  afterward  first  sheriff  of  Dunn  County.  Here  they  had  to 
ford  the  Red  Cedar,  then  called  the  Menomonie  River.  When  they  were 
about  half  way  across,  the  tongue  of  the  wagon  dropped  down  and  the  oxen 
went  ashore.  The  oxen  refusing  to  obey  when  told  to  go  back  into  the 
river,  the  next  to  the  oldest  son,  whose  name  was  David,  had  to  wade  in, 
hitch  the  chain  to  the  end  of  the  tongue  and  make  the  oxen  pull  the  wagon 
ashore.  When  crossing  Waubeek  Prairie  they  were  somewhat  surprised 
in  meeting  a  young  man  riding  an  Indian  pony  and  carrying  a  gun.  Per¬ 
haps  in  those  days  it  would  have  been  a  greater  surprise  to  see  a  man  or 
boy  without  a  gun.  Both  parties  appeared  to  be  interested  in  each  other, 
but  exchanged  not  a  word.  After  crossing  the  prairie  they  came  to  a  road 
which  was  quite  well  traveled,  then  to  a  planked  hill,  and  they  surely 
thought  it  would  bring  them  to  a  little  town,  but  instead  it  was  a  warehouse 
on  the  bank  of  the  Eau  Galle  River,  about  half  way  between  the  present 
location  of  Arkansas  and  Durand,  and  belonged  to  Carson  &  Eaton,  who 
owned  the  mills  at  Eau  Galle.  Here  was  where  the  company  stored  goods 
and  provisions  after  bringing  them  up  the  Chippewa  River  from  Reed’s 
Landing,  in  a  keel-boat. 

“Now,  after  finding  a  road  that  was  traveled,  a  hill  that  was  planked, 
and  a  building  constructed  by  boards  and  nails,  the  McCourtie  party  surely 
thought  that  white  men  were  not  far  distant,  and  so  camped  for  the  night ; 
and,  sure  enough,  when  morning  came  and  they  were  about  to  continue 
their  journey  on  the  Indian  trail,  what  did  they  see  coming  but  the  same 
Indian  pony,  its  rider  being  a  man  instead  of  a  boy.  The  boy,  Marcel 
Stevens,  had  returned  home  the  night  before,  and  told  his  father,  whose 
name  was  Grant  Stevens,  what  he  had  seen,  and  as  soon  as  morning  came 
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the  latter  started  in  search  of  the  train.  Anyone  remembering  Mr.  Stevens 
can  imagine  to  themselves  the  picturesque  description  he  gave  of  Dead 
Lake  Prairie  and  its  surroundings,  at  that  time,  bounded  on  the  west  by 
those  beautiful  bluffs  and  heavy  timber,  which  was  called  the  ‘Big  Woods,' 
and  on  the  east  by  the  lake,  whose  average  depth  was  from  eight  to  ten 
feet,  and  its  water  as  clear  as  crystal,  so  that  when  riding  on  its  surface 
one  could  plainly  see  the  bottom,  and  every  now  and  then  a  boiling  spring. 
I  never  could  understand  why  it  was  called  Dead  Lake.  The  lake  was 
literally  alive  with  fish  of  many  kinds  and  sizes.  Sometimes  you  would 
almost  think  you  had  seen  a  whale,  while  it  was  no  more  than  a  shovelnose 
sturgeon. 

“Very  soon  the  train  started,  Mr.  Stevens  leading  the  way  to  his  log 
cabin  on  the  west  side  of  the  prairie.  There  they  found  the  young  man, 
Marcel  Stevens,  whom  they  had  seen  on  horseback  the  day  before. 

“Jacob  S.  McCourtie,  being  entranced  with  the  surroundings,  was  not 
long  in  finding  a  man  by  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Gray,  who  had  filed  on  a 
claim,  broken  ten  acres  and  built  a  shanty  down  by  the  lake.  This  he 
bought.  The  shanty  not  being  large  enough  for  the  McCourtie  family, 
very  soon  Mr.  McCourtie  built  an  addition  out  of  slabs  and  boards  which 
he  gathered  on  the  shores  of  the  lake.  The  party  had  brought  no  stove 
with  them.  They  succeeded,  however,  in  finding  one,  and  although  it  had 
no  oven,  this  lack  was  supplied  by  an  iron  bake  kettle.  Only  one  old  joint 
of  stove  pipe  was  found,  but  this  was  pieced  out  with  a  hollowed  out  pine 
log.  Thus  the  party  was  ready  for  pioneer  life. 

“This  was  in  October,  1854.  Grant  Stevens  and  family  and  a  bachelor 
brother,  Elisha  Stevens,  had  preceded  them  by  about  two  years.  In  1854 
a  son  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  Stevens,  and  was  named  Marian, 
though  he  was  always  better  known  as  ‘Doc.’  He  now  lives  in  Graceville. 
In  January,  1855,  a  daughter,  Elvira,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  S. 
McCourtie ;  she  is  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Martin.  These  were  the  two  first  chil¬ 
dren  born  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie. 

“In  the  winter  of  1854-55,  one  Levi  Martin,  caught  the  western  fever. 
He  must  have  had  it  bad,  for  he  hitched  his  horses  to  a  cutter,  drove  to 
Fulton,  Ill.,  and  thence  making  the  entire  trip  on  ice,  drove  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  to  Reed’s  Landing,  Minn.,  from  Reed’s  Landing  up  the  Chip¬ 
pewa  to  the  mouth  of  Dead  Lake,  where  at  that  time  Henry  Fletcher  kept 
what  in  those  days  was  called  a  tavern.  Here  he  learned  that  Jacob  S. 
McCourtie  was  living  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Frank  Latoo,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  sleigh  ride  up  the  lake,  notwithstanding  that  the  mercury  was 
seldom  above  40  below.  Mr.  Marble  wras  easily  convinced  that  this  was  the 
place  for  an  ideal  home,  and  bought  the  land  where  Joseph  Gordon  now 
lives.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  brought  his  family  and  built  a  little  board 
house  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  now  called  Silver  Birch.  After  erecting  a 
board  house  on  the  prairie,  the  old  house  under  the  hill  was  used  for  school 
purposes. 

“Hervy  Rounds  taught  the  first  school  in  the  then  called  Dead  Lake 
district.  It  was  comprised  of  what  are  now  known  as  the  Barber,  Plummer 
and  Marble  districts,  and  more,  for  it  extended  to  the  head  of  the  big  coulie 
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and  as  much  farther  the  other  ways.  The  teachers  who  taught  undeiV 
hill  now  called  Silver  Birch  were  Amelia  Smith,  of  Pepin;  Mary  Wilcox^ 
of  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  and  Alice  Bradshaw,  of  Eau  Galle.  Hervy  Rounds 
taught  all  of  the  winter  schools  until  the  winter  of  1862. 

“In  the  years  between  1854  and  1860  numerous  families  came  and 
made  their  homes  on  and  around  the  prairie.  Isaac  Eggleston  entered  80 
acres  west  of  the  Marble  place,  and  built  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  above 
Silver  Birch,  what  then  was  called  a  large  log  cabin,  but  his  wife  being 
dissatisfied,  he  sold  to  Hervy  Rounds,  who,  with  his  wife  and  two  children, 
Victor  and  Kathleen,  took  up  their  home  there.  Victor  has  now  gone  to 
meet  his  father  and  mother  over  the  river,  while  Kathleen  is  now  Mrs.  For¬ 
est  Hillard,  of  Brainerd,  Minn.  Charles  Rounds  entered  land  on  the  north¬ 
east  side  of  the  prairie,  and  then  transferred  it  to  his  brother  Cyrus,  who 
later  married  Mary  Boyd  and  brought  his  bride  to  the  pioneer  home.  Their 
children  born  there  now  living  are  Edward  and  Gertrude,  now  better  known 
as  Birdie,  both  of  Arkansaw,  Erie,  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Rolf,  of  Milwaukee. 
This  home  was  sold  to  Mike  Resler,  but  has  recently  been  purchased  by 
Frank  Richardson. 

“Milton  Bartlett  entered  land  and  built  a  board  house  where  Frank 
Trinco  now  lives.  Lowell  Curtiss  bought  land  and  built  a  shanty  directly 
on  the  spot  where  Louis  Brandshaw’s  house  now  stands.  Asa  and  Hanley 
Closson  and  James  Burnett  built  log  cabins  under  the  hill  at  the  head  of 
the  lake,  Helep  and  Andrew  Closson  making  their  home  with  their  broth¬ 
ers.  Henry  W.  Barber,  thinking  he  had  found  the  garden  of  Eden,  soon 
purchased  about  300  acres  of  land  and  built  the  first  frame  house  on  Dead 
Lake  Prairie.  Just  before  its  completion  he  went  to  Westfield,  New  York, 
and  married  Cecillia  Dickson,  and  the  two  started  housekeeping  in  their 
new  home.  There  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  their  chil¬ 
dren  there  are  now  living  two:  Fannie  Bell,  now  Mrs.  N.  Walter  Bowman, 
of  Durand,  and  Erie,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

George  Merrett  and  William  Brunson  entered  land  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road,  between  Arkansaw  and  the  George  Brooks  place.  Mr.  Brun¬ 
son,  who  taught  singing  school,  helped  to  pass  the  long  and  cold  winter 
evenings.  The  family  of  Henry  Benton  were  the  first  settlers  on  the  farm 
where  Gerhardt  Luther  now  lives.  Lucius  Dunbar  made  a  home  for  himself 
and  three  children,  Jane,  Albert  and  Auston,  on  the  place  now  occupied  by 
his  grandson,  Bert  Dunbar.  An  Englishman  by  the  name  of  James  Rands, 
purchased  something  like  two  acres  of  land  a  little  north  of  east  of  where 
Frank  Latoo  lives,  and  built  a  log  cabin,  making  a  home  where  he  cared  for 
his  aged  father  and  mother,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Rands.  In  the  fall  of 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  16th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  later 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6  or  7, 1862,  which  was  the  last 
time  he  was  ever  heard  from.  A  sister  of  James  Rands,  Mrs.  Ann  Richard¬ 
son,  a  widow,  came  from  England,  bringing  three  children :  Charles  Rich¬ 
ardson,  of  Pepin ;  Susan,  Mrs.  John  Holdpn,  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  and  Lizzie, 
Mrs.  Henry  Clay,  of  Arkansas.  Nicholas  and  Martin  Bowman  made  their 
homes  at  Round  Hill,  on  the  Chippewa  River,  on  the  northeast  part  of  Dead 
Lake  Prairie.  Nicholas  Bowman  bought  land  and  built  a  house  to  which  he 
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Srought  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  Evangeline,  who  married  John 
cMahon,  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  and  Mattie,  who  married  William  Bachelder, 
of  Florida.  Nicholas  Bowman  soon  erected  a  sawmill.  Later,  his  son,  N. 
Walter,  now  of  Durand,  was  born.  He  owns  the  old  homestead.  Marcus 
Mosier,  with  his  mother  and  three  sisters,  now  Mrs.  David  Humphrey  and 
Mrs.  Albert  Dunbar,  of  Arkansas,  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Doughty,  of  Boulder, 
Colo.,  came  on  the  prairie  and  made  their  home,  the  girls  teaching  school, 
while  the  mother  did  the  domestic  work.  Levi  McCourtie,  who  bought  40 
acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  prairie,  married  the  widow,  Mrs.  Ann  Rich¬ 
ardson,  built  a  house  and  made  a  home. 

In  hearing  the  early  settlers  talk,  one  cannot  but  believe  as  they  tell 
of  the  good  spirit  which  existed  between  neighbors — and  they  claimed  that 
everyone  for  miles  around  was  a  neighbor — that  they  really  believed  that 
they  had  reached  the  land  of  Beulah.  But  this  idea  was  shattered  at  the 
time  when  the  Sioux  and  the  Chippewa  became  so  blood-thirsty  that  noth¬ 
ing  would  satisfy  them  but  warfare  on  each  other.  How  people  were 
terrified  one  day  when,  without  warning,  the  war  whoop  and  yells  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  fairly  deafened  them.  They  were  going  north,  some  400 
strong,  to  fight  the  Chippewas.  Henry  W.  Barber  and  wife  lived  at  that 
time  in  a  part  of  the  log  cabin  owned  by  Hubbard  Arnold.  It  stood  across 
from  where  Mrs.  Frank  Plummer  now  lives,  on  the  hill  above  the  lake. 
They  occupied  one  room,  there  being  but  two  in  the  house,  and  a  door  in 
both  sides.  The  Indians  were  coming  directly  toward  the  house,  as  it  was 
very  near  the  Indian  trail  and  the  greater  part  of  the  400  walked  in  at  one 
door  and  out  of  the  other.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Barber  say  that  he  thought  at 
the  time  that  his  hair  had  turned  white.  At  another  time  they  could  hear 
plainly  the  battle  raging  on  Porcupine,  right  on  the  place  where  Francis 
Biles  now  lives.  About  60  Indians  were  buried  there.  Chief  Saugamosier 
had  a  son  killed  there.  He  was  about  16  years  of  age,  and  weighed  over 
200  pounds.  His  body  was  taken  a  little  above  Reed’s  Landing  and  buried. 
At  another  time  a  battle  was  fought  on  Battle  Island,  whence  it  derived  its 
name.  I  want  to  add  here  that  when  the  Sioux  returned,  after  passing 
through  the  Barber  home,  they  were  decorated  by  scalps  tied  to  their  belts, 
necklaces  of  finger  nails,  and  bracelets  made  from  the  lips  as  cut  from 
around  the  mouths  of  the  Chippewas.  The  people  of  the  prairie  and  nearby 
settlers  never  experienced  a  massacre,  but  truly  they  did  pass  through  the 
shadow  of  one. 

The  next  year  after  Jacob  S.  McCourtie  came  he  built  a  store  north  of 
the  Latoo  home,  and  purchased  a  keel  boat,  and  John  Closson  was  its  cap¬ 
tain.  This  was  the  only  method  of  transportation  up  the  Chippewa.  He 
later  built  the  home  where  Frank  Latoo  lives.  Hanley  Closson  and  Alfred 
Cropsy  erected  a  tavern  still  north  of  the  store. 

In  a  few  words  I  will  tell  you  of  as  great  and  remarkable  experience 
with  the  Indians.  One  morning,  when  Mr.  McCourtie  and  his  two  sons, 
Charles  and  David,  were  in  the -store,  Chief  Saugamosier,  an  Indian, 
weighing  over  300  pounds,  walked  in  and  took  McCourtie  by  the  arm  and 
walked  him  out  of  the  door.  The  boys  followed,  expecting,  as  did  their 
father,  that  he  would  be  scalped,  on  reaching  the  door.  Think  of  the  terror 
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of  seeing  before  them  500  Indians  sitting  in  a  circle.  Mr.  McCourtie  was 
led  into  the  center  of  the  circle,  and  instead  of  a  tomahawk  it  was  a 
beautiful  pipe,  something  less  than  two  feet  in  length,  made  of  red  pipe- 
stone.  This  the  chief  filled  and  refilled  with  kinnekenic.  He  then  took  a 
whiff,  then  gave  it  to  Mr.  McCourtie,  and  so  on  until  the  whole  500  had 
smoked  the  pipe  of  peace.  He  then  presented  the  pipe  to  Mr.  McCourtie. 
Previous  to  this  they  had  never  traded  a  penny  with  him,  but  ever  after 
his  store  was  their  headquarters. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  say  more  about  the  fifties,  but  I  feel  as 
though  I  must  say  something  of  the  early  sixties,  as  it  was  the  fall  of 
sixty,  and  in  the  ideal  month  of  October,  when  I  first  came  on  to  Dead 
Lake  Prairie.  My  soul  was  certainly  absorbed  in  wonder,  love  and  praise  as 
I  looked  upon  the  handiwork  of  nature,  and,  as  never  before,  through 
nature  to  nature’s  God.  I  can  never  forget  the  beauty  of  the  praivie  at  that 
time,  bounded  as  it  was  on  the  south  and  west  with  magnificent  bluffs 
covered  with  heavy  timber,  which  the  white  man’s  axe  had  never  defaced, 
and  which  at  this  time  was  clothed  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow;  and 
on  the  east  by  a  then  beautiful  lake,  and  a  little  farther  by  the  swift  run¬ 
ning  waters  of  the  Chippewa.  Many  were  the  days  that  the  very  atmos¬ 
phere  seemed  tinted  by  colors  reflected  from  the  hills.  It  was  a  great  de¬ 
sire  and  pleasure  to  one  who  was  a  lover  of  nature  to  arise  before  the  sun 
to  watch  its  first  rays  as  they  kissed  the  western  hills  and  to  listen  to  the 
numberless  prairie  chickens  as  they  made  the  welkin  ring  with  their  voices, 
and  often  while  absorbed  in  thought  to  be  aroused  by  the  passing  of  the 
wild  but  innocent  deer,  intent  upon  an  errand  to  the  lake  for  the  purpose 
of  quenching  their  thirst,  or  feeding  on  the  moss  which  in  some  places 
grew  under  the  waters.  In  the  early  days  the  mirage  was  not  infrequent. 
To  view  it  was  a  privilege  1  greatly  prized,  as  I  have  always  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  wonderful  as  well  as  the  beautiful  things  of  this  world. 

I  think  that  the  first  one  to  come  and  make  a  home  in  the  sixties  was 
Josiah  Loomis,  who  built  a  log  cabin  by  the  lake,  between  the  prairie  and 
the  Henry  Fletcher  tavern,  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.  I  think  its  dimensions 
were  about  12  by  14  feet.  He  brought  his  family,  which,  besides  himself, 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  ten  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
He  came  in  the  fall  of  1860. 

In  the  winter  of  1860-61,  to  pass  the  time,  I  attended  school,  the 
teacher  being  Hervy  Rounds — and  a  good  teacher  he  was.  Occasionally  we 
had  a  spelling  school,  and  usually  were  spelled  down  by  Lydia  Mosier.  A 
few  times  we  had  a  lecture  on  geology  by  a  Baptist  minister  by  the  name 
of  William  Sturgeon,  which,  to  me,  were  instructive  and  interesting. 

In  those  days  I  attended  dances,  which  were  about  our  only  amuse¬ 
ment.  Not  a  great  while  after  I  came  I  was  invited  to  attend  what  they 
called  a  ball.  At  first  I  did  not  understand  what  it  meant,  for  in  the  state 
of  New  York  it  would  have  been  called  a  “hop.”  Of  course,  I  went,  for  I 
certainly  did  love  to  dance.  Among  those  who  were  present  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  dance  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Miles,  Absalom  and  Tobias 
Schwartz,  Jennie  and  Minnie  Kelton,  Moses  Tucker,  Terrance  Roony,  three 
of  Christopher  Thompson’s  daughters,  Charles,  David  and  Ellen  McCour- 
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tie,  with  others  whose  names  I  do  not  now  recall.  The  building  where  this 
ball  was  given  stood  where  now  stands  the  store  owned  by  Forest  S.  Plum¬ 
mer,  and  just  vacated  by  Ed.  Rounds.  It  was  built  for  a  paint  shop,  about 
15  feet  square.  The  music  was  furnished  by  one  old  man,  “Old  Fiddler 
Taylor,”  who  played  a  violin. 

I  will  pass  to  the  spring  of  1861,  when  districts  began  to  look  for 
teachers,  and  as  I  was  a  teacher  from  the  east  I  was  in  great  demand  to  in¬ 
struct  pupils  in  the  little  log  schoolhouses.  To  my  surprise,  very  early 
one  morning,  there  came  a  rap  on  Henry  Barber’s  door,  the  opening  of 
which  disclosed  a  stranger  who  introduced  himself  as  Mr.  Houghton,  of 
Waubeek,  in  search  of  a  teacher,  and  as  they  had  understood  I  was  a 
teacher  from  the  east,  would  like  to  secure  my  services,  and  would  give  me 
better  wages  than  they  had  previously  given,  which  would  be  $16  a  month 
and  board,  but  I  would  have  to  board  around.  Then  every  town  had  a 
superintendent,  and  as  I  had  no  certificate  from  that  town,  I  told  him  I 
would  give  him  my  answer  later.  But  no  sooner  did  John  Closson,  who 
was  invested  with  power  to  hire  a  teacher  for  the  so-called  Dead  Lake 
district,  hear  of  this,  than  he  came  to  hire  me  and  offered  me  $20  a  month, 
and  I  could  board  around  or  board  myself ;  and  as  I  knew  my  board  would 
cost  me  nothing,  the  contract  was  drawn,  as  I  was  promised  a  certificate 
from  Hervy  Rounds,  town  superintendent  of  Frankfort.  But  a  few  days 
passed  before  the  clerk  from  Durand  came  and  offered  me  $25  a  month 
and  board.  Milton  Bartlett,  having  moved  to  Durand,  Hervy  Rounds 
moved  into  his  house.  The  log  cabin  thus  vacated  was  reconstructed  into 
a  schoolhouse.  This  standing  on  the  hill  above  Silver  Birch  gave  me  the 
honor  of  teaching  the  first  school  ever  taught  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie.  It 
seems  almost  impossible,  but  I  had  sixty  scholars  enrolled.  I  suppose  it 
was  because  everyone  sent  their  babies. 

The  following  October  I  took  a  school  of  one  scholar,  David  B.  Mc- 
Courtie,  who  on  November  11,  following,  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  16th  Wis.  Vol. 
Inf.  Our  home  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  and  one  foster-daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Throne,  of  Argyle,  Wis.,  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  Schwartz,  of  Stevens 
Point,  Wis. 

In  the  years  1861,  1862  and  1863,  a  number  of  families  came  to  make 
their  home  with  us ;  those  of  George  Brooks,  Sr.,  William  Steel  and  Thomas 
Pearl.  George  Brooks,  Jr.,  who  came  with  his  parents,  still  lives  on  the 
prairie.  It  was  much  easier  now  for  people  to  reach  what  was  then  Dunn 
County,  for  the  keel  boats  were  of  the  past  and  steamboats  taking  their 
place.  The  first  boat  to  come  up  Chippewa  River  was  the  “Chippewa  Falls.” 
The  Chippewa  River  does  not  look  today  much  like  it  did  then.  Then 
it  was  narrow  and  deep,  and  only  in  very  low  water  were  sandbars  to  be 
seen.  It  was  nothing  unusual  to  see  two  or  three  steamboats  in  sight  at 
the  same  time.  I  must  mention  the  little  “Monitor,”  which  was  built  at 
Reed’s  Landing  by  Sevia  &  Thorp,  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1862,  mak¬ 
ing  her  second  trip  up  the  river  in  June,  and  the  first  steamboat  to  run  up 
Dead  Lake,  and  this  was  to  bring  my  better-half  home  from  the  war. 

Again,  in  1862,  fears  were  entertained  that  we  might  have  trouble 
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with  the  Indians — this  was  about  the  time  of  the  massacre  at  New  Ulm — 
so  much  so  that  “Cap”  Wilson,  of  Menomonie,  sent  and  got  a  hundred 
stacks  of  arms.  I  believe  some  were  sent  to  Eau  Galle  and  word  was  sent 
along  to  the  people  from  Menomonie  to  Lake  Pepin  to  be  on  the  lookout.  I 
remember  well  that  if  a  gun  was  heard,  or  any  unusual  noise,  the  first 
thought  was  of  Indians.  Mrs.  Thomas  Duclow  once  told  me  that  she  could 
remember  well  that  her  father,  Dr.  Berry,  had  a  sawmill  at  Irvington, 
about  four  miles  south  of  Menomonie,  and  that  every  night  for  about  four 
weeks  the  neighbors  for  a  good  ways  around  came  to  the  mill  to  sleep  and 
kept  guards  stationed  out. 

Well  do  I  remember  the  Civil  War  prices.  We  paid  $18  a  barrel  for 
flour,  could  only  get  two  and  a  half  pounds  of  sugar  for  a  dollar,  and  poor 
calico  50  to  75  cents  a  yard.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  a  man  who  paid 
$12  for  a  pair  of  boots,  and  they  did  not  have  red  tops,  either ;  and  I  know 
a  lady  who  paid  $7  for  a  pair  of  boots  for  her  boy  and  paid  in  eggs  at  six 
cents  a  dozen. 

While  wild  game  of  all  sorts  was  plentiful  in  the  early  days,  none  was 
so  plentiful  as  the  pigeons.  In  the  year  of  1869,  or  1870,  numberless 
flocks  rested  on  the  bottoms  between  Dead  Lake  and  the  Chippewa  River. 
To  anyone  who  has  never  listened  to  the  noise  they  made,  I  could  not  de¬ 
scribe  it  so  that  they  would  anywhere  near  understand  it.  Some  days,  for 
hours  at  a  time,  the  sun  would  almost  be  darkened  when  the  young  pigeons 
began  to  fly,  and  especially  after  a  little  rain  it  was  impossible  to  drive 
along  the  road  without  killing  a  goodly  number.  Farmers  were  greatly 
worried  for  fear  that  the  crops  would  all  be  destroyed.  But  the  pigeons 
are  all  gone  now,  and  I  believe  that  almost  everyone  would  be  pleased  to 
welcome  them  back. 

There  is  always  the  bitter  with  the  sweet,  so  I  must  not  forget  to  tell 
you  of  the  snakes  which  infested  the  prairies  in  the  early  days.  They 
were  of  various  kinds,  but  most  of  them  were  prairie  or  bull  snakes,  blow 
snakes  and  the  blue  racers,  measuring  all  the  way  from  a  few  inches  to  at 
least  five  feet.  One  hardly  expected  to  go  far  in  any  direction  without 
seeing  a  snake.  A  few  rattle  snakes  were  sometimes  seen,  occasionally  one 
as  it  was  going  from  the  bluffs  to  the  lake  in  a  very  dry  time.  I  remem¬ 
ber  that  one  time  a  man  named  Robert  Stutson  came  to  our  house  with  a 
rattle  snake  which  he  killed  as  he  was  coming  down  the  bluff  on  the  west 
side  of  the  prairie,  which  measured  five  feet  long  and  nine  inches  around. 
In  1854,  and  a  few  years  afterward,  the  bottoms  between  Dead  Lake  and 
Chippewa  River  abounded  with  the  massasauga,  a  short,  but  quite  thick 
rattle  snake,  more  to  be  feared  than  the  mountain  rattle  snake  as  it  was 
quiet  and  gave  no  warning. 

The  mosquitoes  were  almost  everywhere  in  the  early  days,  and  often 
interfered  with  outdoor  events.  The  first  Fourth  of  July  in  Pepin  County 
was  held  in  a  bowery  built  where  Mrs.  Frank  PJummer’s  house  now  stands, 
the  mosquitoes  being  so  thick  that  it  could  not  be  held  in  the  grove.  The 
bowery  did  not  need  to  be  very  large  as  there  were  not  many  people  to  go. 
The  address  was  delivered  by  Mill.on  Bartlett. 
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The  first  camp  meeting  held  in  Pepin  County  was  at  Round  Hill  on 
Chippewa  River,  on  the  east  side  of  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  conducted  by 
Rev.  Woodley. 

But  these  events  are  of  the  dim  distant  past.  Today  I  am  not  unmind¬ 
ful  of  the  years  that  have  passed,  and  often  say,  “How  long!”  but  when 
memory  silently  wraps  her  wings  around  me,  and  so  swiftly  carries  me  back 
from  here  to  there  she  tells  me  the  journey  is  short ;  but  when  left  to  travel 
the  path  back  alone  occasionally  an  unforbidden  tear  dims  my  eyes;  and 
why?  Because  the  friends  of  other  years  are  gone — scarcely  one  to  cheer  me 
on  my  way.  Then  I  realize  that  the  journey  from  there  to  here  has  been 
long.  You  ask  me  where  are  the  friends  of  other  days?  Come  and  go 
with  me  into  the  cemetery  at  Round  Hill,  where  in  the  fall  of  1860  only 
one  grave  marked  the  place.  Then  from  there  to  the  cemetery  on  this  side 
of  the  prairie,  to  which  there  had  never  a  thought  been  given ;  and  lastly, 
to  the  silent  city  here  in  Arkansaw,  where  never  a  tear  had  been  shed,  and 
the  answer  comes  to  you — gone! 

Frank  M.  Keith,  now  a  resident  of  La  Grange,  Ill.,  a  suburb  of  Chicago, 
in  a  letter  dated  Jan.  19,  1918,  to  the  Entering  Wedge,  of  Durand,  writes 
in  part  as  follows :  “I  used  to  live  on  the  Porcupine,  about  nine  miles  from 
Durand  and  one  mile  down  the  creek  from  the  Porcupine  postoffice,  in  a 
little  basin  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  hills.  I  think  there  were  four 
houses  and  a  sawmill  at  the  place  when  I  left  there  about  May  1,  1880, 
for  Chicago.  *  *  *  When  I  left  the  Porcupine  my  brother  ‘Lafe’  was 

in  partnership  with  a  man  named  John  Dahl,  and  they  operated  the  saw¬ 
mill  formerly  known  as  Gilbert’s  mill.  John  Dahl  also  was  a  tailor  and 
made  the  suit  that  I  wore  when  I  invaded  Chicago.  It  was  made  of  brown 
Kentucky  jeans,  and  made  wrong  side  out,  as  I  liked  the  wrong  side  better 
than  the  right.  *  *  *  I  remember  living  in  Pepin  about  the  year 
1868  in  a  house  which  my  father  bought  from  a  man  named  Richards — 
Porter  Richards’  father,  I  think.  This  house  was  of  immense  size,  and  I 
never  could  understand  why  father  purchased  it.  I  attended  school  in 
Pepin  a  short  time  and  remember  that  the  principal’s  name  was  V.  D. 
Carruth.  There  was  a  grocer  there  named  Phillip  Pfaff,  and  I  also  remem¬ 
ber  Robert  and  Mary  Axtell.  The  conveniences  we  had  in  the  Porcupine 
woods  in  those  days  were  very  primitive  compared  with  the  equipment  of 
today.  I  can  recall  when  we  used  to  go  to  evening  writing  school  in  the  old 
log  schoolhouse,  and  each  one  had  to  supply  his  own  ink  and  candle,  and 
the  one  who  reached  the  schoolhouse  first  would  build  a  fire  in  the  stove. 
There  were  no  telephones  or  electric  lights  in  those  days,  but  the  spelling 
matches,  sleighing,  maple  sugar  and  other  parties  are  among  the  pleasant¬ 
est  of  my  memories.  I  can  remember  well  the  school  girls  of  those  days, 
some  of  whom  have  passed  on.  There  was  Amanda  and  Maryette  Bowen, 
Mary,  Lona  and  Amanda  Whicher,  Hattie  Gates,  Ruth  Lewis,  Lona  and 
Phoebe  Loomis,  Sallie  Hight,  Cynthia  Ames,  Sarah  and  Maggie  Biles,  Abbie 
Myers,  Bertie  and  Ida  Jackson,  Meta  and  Josephine  Juliot,  Carrie  and  Denie 
Dahl  and  Estelle  Gilbert.  Several  of  my  friends  among  the  boys  are  still 
on  the  Porcupine,  among  them  being  Henry  Foster,  Seymour  Hoyt,  Melvin 
Bishop,  Will  Jackson,  Will  French,  and  I  think  the  Juliot  boys.  George 
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Gates,  I  believe,  is  at  Long  Beach,  Cal.  Some  of  the  others  have  strayed 
away,  I  know  not  where.” 

LIMA 

Lima  Township  consists  of  a  full  government  township,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Dunn  County,  on  the  east  by  Albany  Township,  on  the  south 
by  Buffalo  County,  and  on  the  west  by  Durand  Township.  It  is  watered  by 
Bear  and  Fall  Creeks  and  by  Dry  Brook. 

The  early  settlement  centers  in  the  Bear  Creek  Valley.  Joseph  Erwin 
Ward  came  here  with  the  surveyors  in  1852,  and  selected  a  tract  of  land, 
but  did  not  return  to  live  here  until  some  years  later.  The  first  actual  set¬ 
tlers  in  the  township  were  C.  N.  Averill  and  Nelson  Sabin,  with  their  famil¬ 
ies,  who  came  on  May  28,  1856.  At  that  time  Durand  had  not  been  started, 
but  there  was  a  small  hamlet  called  Chippewa,  located  at  the  mouth  of  Bear 
Creek. 

The  next  few  years  brought  quite  a  few  families  to  the  valley,  some 
of  whom  settled  in  Lima  and  some  over  the  line  in  Canton,  in  Buffalo 
County,  all,  however,  forming  the  same  settlement.  Among  them  may  be 
mentioned  N.  P.  Ward,  R.  H.  Newton,  Lucius  Howard,  James  Dedrick,  Jere¬ 
miah  Landt,  Henry  Stevens,  Andrew  Lobdill,  C.  0.  Preston,  Merritt  Sabins, 
0.  A.  Doane,  P.  J.  Ryan,  Aschel  Goss,  D.  B.  Gifford,  E.  Parish,  James  Fox, 
Loftus  Fox,  Harvey  Averill,  Hiram,  Frank  and  Nicholas  Dedrick  and  a 
number  of  others.  Orlando  Skinner,  Charles  Twis,  Ira  Story  and  others  set¬ 
tled  at  Skinner’s  Corners. 

The  Bear  Creek  Valley  Old  Settlers’  Reunion  had  its  beginning  May  28, 
1895,  in  the  Little  Bear  Creek  Valley  Methodist  Church.  It  was  held  an¬ 
nually  on  that  date,  and  at  that  place  for  several  years.  The  meeting  place 
was  then  transferred  to  Goss’  Grove,  and  the  meeting  time  changed  to 
June.  The  reunion  was  started  with  the  idea  of  keeping  alive  the  old  tradi¬ 
tions  by  gathering  the  old  settlers  and  their  descendants  for  a  picnic  dinner 
and  a  day  spent  in  visiting  and  talking  over  old  times.  Usually  a  short 
program  was  planned  with  addresses,  papers  and  talks  by  the  old  settlers. 

At  the  reunion  held  May  28,  1906,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Plumer  Ward,  Sr., 
read  the  following  article: 

Fifty  years  ago  the  first  white  settlers  came  to  upper  Bear  Creek.  Du¬ 
rand  had  not  yet  been  started,  but  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek  they  found 
a  small  cluster  of  little  wooden  buildings,  at  the  hamlet  that  was  then  called 
Chippewa.  This  hamlet  was  several  times  washed  out,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Durand. 

The  C.  N.  Averill  and  Nelson  Sabin  families  were  the  first  to  make 
homes  in  the  valley,  coming  when  there  were  no  roads  in  this  whole  section. 
After  them  from  time  to  time,  for  the  next  ten  years,  came  others,  until 
there  was  quite  a  settlement  here  and  on  Maxville  and  Skinner’s  prairies,  and 
quite  a  little  village  at  Durand.  At  first  times  were  necessarily  hard ;  the 
land  had  to  be  cleared  acre  by  acre  before  any  crops  could  be  raised.  Every¬ 
one  could  keep  a  few  cattle,  for  the  woods  furnished  a  common  pasture,  and 
the  wild  marshes  provided  hay  for  the  winter.  There  were  one  or  more  loud, 
clear  sounding  bells  on  each  herd,  and  all  the  members  of  the  owner’s  family 
knew  the  bells  by  sound.  It  was  the  boys’  job  to  find  the  cattle,  to  bring 
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them  home  at  evening,  and  as  those  owned  by  several  neighbors  usually  ran 
together  in  one  drove,  the  boys  would  hunt  them  in  company,  and  a  hunt  it 
often  was,  for  sure,  if  they  had  strayed  so  far  that  the  bells  couldn’t  be 
heard.  The  boys  of  today  may  think  that  wasn’t  much  of  a  task,  but  when 
a  person  realizes  that  to  go  a  few  rods  from  the  buildings  brought  one  into 
woods  so  thick  that  one  couldn’t  see  out  in  any  direction,  they  will  realize 
that  their  fathers  must  have  been  pretty  plucky  little  fellows  to  brave  the 
dark  woods  and  the  wild  animals  to  bring  home  the  cows. 

As  some  crops  began  to  be  raised,  that  part  that  could  be  spared  for 
sale  was  hauled  to  Durand,  loaded  onto  a  flat  boat  and  floated  to  Alma  or 
Reeds’  Landing.  Part  of  the  money  received  was  paid  for  the  actual  neces¬ 
saries  of  life,  but  the  necessities  of  those  days  were  very  different  from  the 
necessities  of  today.  These  purchases  were  loaded  onto  the  flat  boat,  which 
was  then  poled  and  towed  by  hand  back  up  the  river ;  the  remaining  money 
was  brought  home  and  carefully  laid  out  in  clearing  and  breaking  more  land 
so  as  to  raise  more  crops  the  next  year.  A  little  later,  when  some  kind  of 
roads  had  been  made,  the  grain  was  hauled  to  Alma  or  Reed’s  Landing  by 
ox  teams,  and  the  settlers  were  able  to  buy  most  of  their  necessaries  at 
Durand. 

During  the  first  few  years  the  nearest  postoffice  was  at  Eau  Galle.  On 
Saturdays  one  of  the  men  would  walk  to  Durand,  row  himself  across  the 
river  in  a  skiff,  then  walk  to  Eau  Galle,  get  the  mail  for  the  neighborhood, 
and  return  home,  considering  he  had  had  quite  a  holiday.  Later,  and  until 
comparatively  a  few  years  ago,  we  all  got  our  mail  from  Durand;  anyone 
going  to  town  brought  the  mail  for  the  neighbors.  Sometimes  we  got  it  two 
or  three  times  a  week,  but  oftener  a  week  or  more  would  elapse  without 
hearing  from  the  office.  During  the  first  twenty  years  horses  were  almost 
unknown,  oxen  being  used  entirely  then.  Occasionally  some  one  who  had 
been  particularly  successful  got  a  horse  team,  until  in  time  oxen  became  the 
exception  and  horses  the  rule.  Twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  only  one 
covered  carriage  in  this  valley,  and  but  few  buggies. 

The  first  houses  built  on  the  farms  through  here  were  of  logs,  with  one 
exception ;  J.  E.  Ward  built  the  upright  of  the  house  he  now  lives  in  when 
he  settled  on  the  land.  But  we  children  in  those  log  homes  were  just  as 
happy  and,  I  believe,  more  content  than  the  children  of  today.  We  expected 
no  luxuries,  so  were  not  fretting  about  wanting  this  or  that;  they  were  so 
entirely  out  of  the  question  that  we  never  thought  of  them.  We  had  to  find 
and  make  all  our  toys  and  playthings,  letting  imagination  supply  whatever 
was  lacking  in  them.  Then  a  large  apple  had  do  for  two  children  for  a 
long  time,  oranges  were  unknown.  A  little  candy,  a  few  raisins  and  a  whole 
red  apple  in  our  stockings  at  Christmas  made  us  perfectly  happy  and 
contented. 

Just  as  times  were  becoming  a  trifle  easier,  the  war  broke  out  and  prices 
soared  to  the  sky,  more  than  doubling  the  cost  of  living.  A  few  men  volun¬ 
teered,  but  the  others,  though  no  less  patriotic,  thought  it  impossible  to 
leave  their  families  destitute  and  unprotected.  Then  in  the  summer  of  1862 
came  the  great  Indian  scare.  Following  the  Minnesota  massacre  rumor 
spread  throughout  this  whole  region,  to  every  scattered  home,  that  on  a 
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certain  day  the  Indians  would  sweep  through  here,  killing  and  burning 
everything  before  them.  The  excitement  was  intense.  People  left  their 
h|>mes  and  all  they  had  and  took  their  families  to  some  place  of  greater 
security. 

Father  lived  at  Fall  Creek,  and  those  in  our  neighborhood  came  to  our 
h  >use,  it  being  new  and  very  strongly  built  of  logs.  Here  they  brought  axes, 
pitchforks,  rocks  for  throwing,  and  whatever  arms  and  ammunition  they 
could  muster,  laid  in  a  stock  of  water  and  provisions,  and  waited  for  two 
days  and  nights  in  fear  and  trembling,  expecting  every  moment  to  see 
smoke  rising  from  their  homes,  or  hear  the  cries  of  the  savages. 

Many  of  the  people  of  Bear  Creek  collected  in  Durand  and  there  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  coming  of  the  Indians  as  best  they  could.  One  little  incident 
happened  which  caused  some  amusement  even  at  so  serious  a  time.  Several 
of  the  neighbors  with  their  families  had  collected  at  J.  E.  Ward’s,  to  go  in  a 
company  from  there  to  Durand.  They  loaded  their  provisions  and  some 
small  valuables  and  started,  expecting  every  moment  to  see  or  hear  some 
sign  that  the  Indians  were  just  upon  them,  when  they  heard  a  child’s  cry 
and  looking  back,  saw  Nattie,  the  two  year  hopeful  of  the  Ward  family, 
standing  in  the  yard,  just  realizing  that  he  was  being  left  and  raising  his 
vd>ice  in  remonstrance.  In  the  hurry  and  excitement  he  had  been  over¬ 
looked,  each  thinking  some  one  else  had  him  in  charge. 

J  After  two  or  three  days  of  sleepless  anxiety,  people  began  to  fearfully 
return  to  their  homes,  and  finally  all  returned  and  settled  down  to  their 
usual  occupations  without  an  Indian  having  been  seen  by  any  one.  How  the 
rumor  started  was  never  discovered,  but  certain  it  is  that  the  scare  was 
very  widespread  and  intense.  My  mother  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to  her 
friends  in  Ohio,  nearly  frightening  them  to  death,  until  they  got  her  next 
letter,  telling  them  she  was  alive  and  her  hair  still  fast  to  her  head. 

During  the  next  year  a  number  of  the  men  from  Bear  Creek  were 
drafted  and  obliged  to  go  to  the  war.  Think  what  a  trial  it  was  to  the  hus¬ 
band  and  father  to  leave  his  family  in  this  wild  new  country  with  no  one  to 
support  and  protect  them;  what  anxiety  and  hardship  for  the  wife  and 
mother  left  in  loneliness  and  privation  to  take  the  best  care  of  the  home  and 
little  ones. 

The  first  school  in  Bear  Creek,  before  any  school  districts  were  organ¬ 
ized,  was  taught  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ward  in  the  bedroom  of  their  house  in  the 
summer  of  1857,  and  there  being  an  early  frost  that  fall,  she  took  her  pay 
in  soft  corn,  so  many  bushels  per  scholar.  Some  of  her  pupils  were  Evin 
Inschoe,  Ezra  Sabin,  John  Sodel  and  others  of  about  that  age. 

All  of  the  first  schoolhouses  were  of  logs  with  home-made  seats.  The 
blackboards  were  made  of  matched  boards,  planed  and  painted  black,  with 
pieces  of  sheepskin  for  erasers.  There  were  no  globes,  maps  or  charts ;  lead 
pencils  were  only  used  by  the  large  scholars,  and  tables  and  paper  were 
entirely  wanting,  excepting  for  home-made  copy  books,  in  which  the  teacher 
or  some  good  penman  in  the  district  set  the  copy — very  rude  and  uninterest¬ 
ing,  I  think  I  hear  our  boys  and  girls  say.  Yes,  but  many  of  those  boys  and 
girls  became  very  thorough  scholars  in  the  common  branches.  Having  no 
high  school  to  look  forward  to,  they  spent  more  time  on  those  studies  which 
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constitute  the  essential  bases  of  all  good  scholarship.  And  then  what  fi»i 
and  frolic  we  had.  Not  one  among  us  ever  had  an  overshoe,  nor  did  we  thirst 
of  cold  feet.  Lucky  the  ones  who  had  mittens,  for  we  had  no  purchased 
one  in  those  days.  The  busy  mothers  spun  the  yarn  and  knit  mittens,  an»l 
after  being  once  fitted  out,  if  we  lost  them,  ten  chances  to  one  we  went  witl- 
out  the  rest  of  the  winter.  I  usually  lost  mine.  We  built  snow  fort*, 
stormed  and  took  them,  and  were  stormed  and  routed  in  turn.  One  winter 
we  dammed  the  spring  a  few  rods  from  its  source  and  made  a  pond  of  no 
mean  size.  Then  the  big  boys  made  a  raft  for  their  own  special  use,  but 
I  wept  until  they  took  me  on  board,  when,  by  some  mischance,  so  they 
vowed,  the  raft  tipped  and  I  went  in,  kersplash. 

Sleds  were  few,  and  those  few  home-made,  but  when  we  couldn’t  get  a 
sled  to  slide  down  hill  on  we  took  a  board,  or  stood  up  and  slid  down  the  hill 
on  our  feet,  at  which  we  became  so  skilled  that  only  occasionally  did  any 
one  bring  up  in  the  spring  which  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  I 

The  schoolhouses  were  then  the  center  of  the  social  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  There  were  held  spelling  schools,  debates,  singing  schools  and 
religious  services.  The  schools  then  were  much  larger  than  now.  In  tfie 
winter  the  older  boys  and  girls  all  attended,  many  of  them  until  they  wene 
18  or  20.  In  the  summer  the  large  boys  worked  on  the  farms,  and  somle 
of  the  older  girls  taught  school,  and,  as  the  summer  schools  were  attendee 
only  by  the  younger  children,  they  were  perfectly  qualified  to  teach  them, 
providing  they  had  the  teaching  faculty.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  procure 
teachers  for  the  winter  terms  who  were  thoroughly  informed  in  all  the 
common  branches,  and,  as  many  big  boys,  men  grown,  attended  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  it  was  generally  thought  best  to  employ  a  man  teacher.  Among  those 
who  taught  in  the  schools  about  here,  from  30  to  40  years  ago,  are:  John 
Allison,  Philo  Goodrich,  C.  F.  Eager,  Ryland  Southworth  and  a  little  later, 
Portland  Richards,  J.  D.  Eldridge  and  Andrew  Allison. 

Through  the  winter  each  of  the  three  or  four  schools  nearest  here, 
particularly  the  Wood,  Averill,  Stringer  and  Newton  schools,  would  have  a 
spelling  school  about  once  a  month,  so  timing  them  that  there  would  be  one 
at  some  one  of  the  schools  about  every  Friday  night.  As  each  school  at¬ 
tended  and  took  part  in  the  entertainments  of  the  others,  we  had  many 
merry  happy  times.  The  program  would  consist  of  dialogues,  interspersed 
with  recitations,  or  “pieces,”  as  we  called  them  then,  and  an  occasional 
song.  Then  came  the  general  spelling,  in  which  old  and  young  took  part, 
and  last  of  all  the  “spelling  down,”  when  the  champions  from  the  several 
schools  would  wrestle  long  and  valiantly  to  see  who  could  spell  down  the 
others.  How  the  school  which  won  would  cheer  the  victor.  No  theater  or 
opera  that  I  have  seen  in  later  years  has  seemed  grander  or  more  interest¬ 
ing  than  did  a  dialogue  of  considerable  pretentions  which  several  of  the  older 
scholars,  including  my  brother  and  sister,  each  dressed  to  suit  the  part, 
presented  at  a  spelling  school  one  winter  when  John  Allison  taught  our 
school.  Then  what  animated  debates  we  sometimes  had,  waged  as  hotly  as 
if  the  fate  of  a  nation  depended  on  which  side  won. 

We  of  the  middle  generation,  as  we  may  call  ourselves — this  vicinity 
knowing  only  the  three  generations,  our  fathers,  ourselves  and  our  children 
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— are  glad  we  can  give  our  children  more  comforts  and  advantages  than 
could  our  parents  give  us.  They  were  obliged  to  put  every  dollar,  excepting 
what  was  needed  for  the  actual  necessities  of  life,  into  clearing  the  land,  we, 
their  children,  farm  today.  Our  fathers  cut  these  farms  out  of  the  dense 
woods,  and  it  was  about  all  they  had  time  and  strength  to  do.  We  of  the 
next  generation  have  cleared  for  action,  and  have  been  able  to  spend  our 
time  and  strength  in  improving  them  and  building  comfortable,  pleasant 
homes  so  that  those  of  the  third  generation  know  little  or  nothing  of  want 
or  privation.  But  don’t  on  that  account  think  lightly  of  the  effort  it  has  cost 
to  bring  this  about,  and  if  you  would  be  truly  happy,  learn  to  despise  not, 
the  simple,  everyday  things,  for  they  are  what  must  make  up  a  great  part  of 
each  life.  Let  us  all  try  to  get  out  of  each  day  that  goes  by  some  good,  and 
not  wait  for  some  great  thing  to  do  by  and  by.  Many  of  those  who  bore 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  have  crossed  the  river,  but  their  work  re¬ 
mains  ;  let  us  hold  them  in  tender  remembrance. 

To  the  few  who  are  still  among  us  let  us  show,  in  every  way  our 
affection  and  esteem,  and  let  us  each  return  sincerest  thanks  to  those  who 
have  made  it  possible  for  our  lives  to  be  easier  and  broader  than  theirs. 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  this  vicinity  dates  back  about  forty 
years.  The  first  services  were  held  in  the  Oak  Grove  Schoolhouse,  in 
Peru  Township,  Dunn  County,  Sept.  14,  1879,  by  Daniel  Fry,  Enoch  Eby 
and  C.  F.  Wirt.  On  that  date  a  church  was  organized  with  the  following 
members :  Henry  Baker,  Martha  Baker,  D.  B.  Thomas,  Elizabeth  Thomas, 
Joseph  Keck,  Magdalene  Keck,  S.  H.  Baker,  Mary  Baker,  George  Hower, 
Esther  Hower,  Hannah  Moser,  Emeline  Moser,  Joseph  Morrison,  Solomon 
Yoder,  Hannah  Yoder,  Joseph  Mishler,  Rebecca  Mishler,  J.  A.  Baker,  L.  M. 
Baker,  H.  C.  Baker,  Katie  A.  Baker,  Jacob  Wheeler,  Benjamin  Clements, 
Susan  Clements,  Levi  Stanton,  Katherine  Hoover,  Ada  A.  Robbins,  Hen¬ 
derson  Joyce  and  Mary  Ann  Joyce.  The  first  church  was  erected  in  the 
township  of  Rock  Creek,  Dunn  County,  in  1892.  In  1903  the  church  in 
Albany  Township  was  erected.  Among  some  of  the  most  prominent  mem¬ 
bers  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Joyce,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Ayers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob 
Wheeler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drinkwine,  Mrs.  Andy  Keck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Moser,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holmes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Parker,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Cripe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed.  Davis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Peden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Cripe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  D.  Mike- 
sell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  Mikesell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  Baker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Mikesell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Cripe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Cripe,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  Peden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Cripe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Salsbury,  Lester  Root,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mannas  Moser,  Mrs.  Ira  Isham,  with 
many  members  of  their  families  and  other  younger  members.  In  a  his¬ 
tory  of  this  church,  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  work  and  life 
of  Elder  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Baker,  who  labored  long  and  conscientiously  in 
this  organization.  Mr.  Baker  was  placed  in  the  eldership  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  Dec.  14,  1886,  and  served  continually  and  most  faithfully  until  his 
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death  some  two  years  ago.  He  was  a  good  man  and  always  untiring  in 
his  efforts  for  the  good  of  his  congregation.  He  held  the  first  revival  meet¬ 
ing  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  and  as  the  immediate  result, 
twenty-five  new  members  were  gained.  His  later  efforts  were  likewise 
successful.  His  widow  is  the  only  charter  member  now  living  here. 
Nearly  all  the  others  have  died,  only  a  very  few  having  moved  away.  Those 
who  have  served  this  congregation  as  pastor  are  Elder  H.  C.  Baker,  E.  E. 
Joyce,  Lester  Root  and  C.  L.  Salsbury. 

The  Holy  Rosary  Congregation  of  Lima  is  located  on  section  19,  Town¬ 
ship  25,  Range  12,  in  a  most  commanding  position,  and  is  the  religious, 
educational  and  social  center  of  the  community.  In  the  seventies  there 
came  to  this  region  an  influx  of  sturdy  settlers  from  Lower  Austria  in 
what  was  then  the  Austrian  Empire.  Some  of  these  families  settled  in 
Lima  township.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  Anton  and  Dan  Forster, 
Anton  and  Math.  Faast,  John  Bauer,  John  F.  Bauer,  Mike  Anibas,  John 
Melchior,  Ferdinand  and  Joseph  Brunner  and  many  others.  These  men 
and  their  families  were  all  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and 
worshipped  with  their  fellow  countrymen  at  Durand.  In  1885  some  sixty 
or  seventy  families  settled  here,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  time  was  ripe 
for  the  establishment  of  a  church  in  Lima.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Flasch, 
of  La  Crosse,  consented  readily  to  the  enterprise  and  placed  the  work  under 
the  spiritual  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Father  Joseph  M.  Baur,  of  Durand. 
Led  by  Melchior  Brunner,  John  Baur  and  Mike  Anibas,  the  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  numbering  some  sixty  families,  set  to  work  with  a 
will  and  in  1886  had  a  sightly  church  building  ready  for  dedication.  The 
Rev.  Father  Baur,  of  Durand,  continued  to  serve  the  congregation,  followed 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Weikmann  of  the  same  place.  In  1902,  however, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Schwebach  appointed  as  resident  pastor  here 
Rev.  Godfrey  Noever.  With  the  appointment  of  Father  Noever, 
the  congregation  purchased  a  near-by  farm  house  from  Ed.  Faast 
for  a  parsonage.  Father  Noever  served  until  1910  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  Rev.  M.  Wernerus.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Martin  Caspar, 
has  served  since  1912.  Under  his  pastorate  the  congregation  has  flourished, 
a  new  modem  brick  parsonage  completed  Nov.  1,  1912,  and  the  beautiful 
school  erected.  Some  of  the  leading  trustees  of  the  church  have  been  John 
Baur,  Mike  Anibas,  Joseph  Brunner,  Frank  Endl,  Ferdinand  Brunner, 
Engelbert  Roller,  Anton  Schuch,  John  Weisinger,  Andreas  Bauer,  John  F. 
Bauer,  Alex  Gruber,  Joseph  D.  Bauer,  D.  M.  Anibas,  Anton  Weiss,  J.  P. 
Bauer,  M.  Brunner,  Louis  Bauer,  Frank  Weber,  Thomas  Bauer,  John  L. 
Bauer,  Frank  Faast,  Charles  Faast,  Math.  Brunner  and  others.  In  the 
early  days  the  baptisms  of  the  people  of  the  region  now  embraced  in  this 
parish  were  performed  at  Durand.  The  first  two  were  by  Rev.  Albert 
Mendl,  those  of  Theresa  Forster,  Nov.  11,  1877,  and  of  Barbara  Fidi,  Dec. 
25,  1877.  The  first  baptism  of  a  child  from  what  is  now  this  congregation, 
performed  by  Rev.  N.  Flammang,  was  that  of  Thomas  Bauer,  Jan.  12, 1879. 
The  first  from  what  is  now  this  congregation,  performed  by  Rev.  Joseph  M. 
Bauer,  was  that  of  Agnes  Fidi.  The  first  marriage  of  young  people  from 
what  is  now  this  congregation  was  that  of  Aloys  Bauer  and  Teda  Roessler, 
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Sept.  3,  1877 ;  the  second  was  that  of  Andrias  Bauer  and  Johanna  Bauer, 
Nov.  22,  1879.  The  church  is  a  beautiful  structure  of  brick  veneer  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  some  300.  There  are  three  artistic  altars  and  a  marble 
communion  rail,  and  the  tower  has  sweet-toned  bells  which  call  the  faithful 
to  service.  Church,  parsonage  and  school  each  have  their  own  furnace. 

The  Sacred  Heart  School,  connected  with  the  Holy  Rosary  Parish,  is 
one  of  the  leading  educational  institutions  of  the  county,  accommodating 
from  forty  to  fifty  boarding  pupils  and  the  same  number  of  day  pupils. 
The  school  covers  the  usual  graded  studies,  together  with  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  and  music,  the  teachers  being  the  devout  sisters  of  St.  Francis,  whose 
mother  house  is  at  La  Crosse.  The  building  is  of  brick,  is  modem  through¬ 
out,  and  has  cost  some  $18,000.  It  was  erected  in  1915  through  the 
enthusiastic  work  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Martin  Caspar,  assisted  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  parish,  led  by  Matthias  Brunner  and  Frank  Faast.  Here  amid 
beautiful  surroundings  the  coming  generation  is  taught  its  duty  to  God 
and  man,  and  more  fully  prepared  by  education  and  training  to  perform 
that  duty.  The  equipment  is  of  the  best,  and  suited  in  every  way  to  its 
purpose.  In  the  basement  on  the  west  side  are  found  the  large  fire-proof 
furnace  room,  water  works,  toilets  for  boys  and  girls,  wash  rooms  and  pro¬ 
vision  room.  On  the  east  side  are  the  large  dining  room  for  the  boarding 
students,  a  small  dining  room  for  the  Sisters,  and  the  usual  rooms  for 
kitchen,  pantry  and  the  like.  On  the  first  floor  at  the  left  is  an  artistic 
little  chapel,  a  gem  in  its  way,  with  vestry  room  on  one  side  and  library 
room  on  the  other,  and  two  well-equipped  class  rooms.  On  the  right  are 
the  sleeping  and  living  rooms  of  the  Sisters,  with  the  waiting  room  and 
music  room,  as  well  as  two  students’  bedrooms.  On  the  second  floor,  on 
the  west,  are  two  large  dormitories,  intercepted  by  toilets  and  a  small 
bedroom.  On  the  east  side  are  two  suitable  recreation  rooms  with  two 
small  bedrooms. 


WAUBEEK  TOWNSHIP 

Waubeek  Township  is  a  small  township  on  the  banks  of  the  Chippewa, 
with  Dunn  County  on  the  north,  Durand  Township  on  the  east  and  south, 
and  Waterville  Township  on  the  west  and  south.  Nine  Mile  Slough  and  Nine 
Mile  Island  are  characteristic  physical  features.  The  western  part  is  crossed 
by  the  Eau  Galle  River. 

The  first  settler  was  Truman  Curtis,  who  came  in  1849. 


ALBANY  TOWNSHIP 

Albany  Township  embraces  one  whole  government  township,  and  is 
the  extreme  eastern  township  of  Pepin  County.  It  has  the  unusual  situation 
of  bordering  on  three  counties,  Dunn  County  being  on  the  north,  Eau  Claire 
County  on  the  east  and  Buffalo  County  on  the  south.  On  the  west  is  Lima 
Township.  The  township  is  watered  by  Rock  and  Dutch  creeks,  and  by 
several  small  tributaries  of  the  Buffalo  River. 
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Among  the  first  settlers  were  Cornelius  Silvernail,  Emerson  Crandall, 
Jerry  Crandall  and  Joseph  Hakes,  all  of  whom  came  in  1855.  Philip  Mel¬ 
rose  was  bom  in  Scotland,  and  arrived  in  the  town  of  Albany  in  1859. 
John  Melrose,  his  brother,  came  one  year  later,  and  they  both  lived  here 
continuously  until  their  death,  Philip  dying  in  1903.  Mike  Olbert  settled 
on  the  south  side  of  the  town  in  German  Valley  in  1856,  and  lived  there 
until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  served  three  years.  He 
returned  to  his  farm  at  the  close  of  the  war,  cleared  up  a  large  farm,  and 
lived  there  prosperous  and  contented  until  his  death. 

Other  settlers  came  in  gradually.  In  1878  there  was  still  some  gov¬ 
ernment  land  left  in  the  township,  and  the  West  Wisconsin  Railroad  owned 
considerable  tracts  of  land. 

The  land  owners  that  year  were:  Section  1,  E.  Norris,  N.  McCort, 
J.  T.  Crandall,  Adrian  Smith,  E.  R.  Cartright,  M.  J.  Cartright  and  R.  T.  H. 
Crandall.  Section  2,  John  Melrose,  T.  Davidson,  T.  Edington,  F.  H.  Cran¬ 
dall,  G.  Chamberlain,  J.  S.  Hakes  and  H.  J.  Hakes.  Section  3,  G.  Chamber- 
lain,  Philip  Melrose,  H.  J.  Hakes  and  J.  S.  Hakes.  Section  4,  T.  Davidson, 
Uriah  Cowell  and  P.  S.  Drew.  Section  5,  L.  L.  Belknap,  George  Brill,  P.  S. 
Drew.  Section  6,  L.  L.  Belknap,  J.  Turner,  D.  Moier,  D.  Ridgway.  Section 

8,  H.  Given,  F.  Miller,  James  Turner,  George  Brill,  G.  W.  Britton, - 

Morehead.  Section  9,  G.  W.  Britton,  - Billings,  P.  S.  Drew,  J.  R. 

Nichols  and  W.  W.  Ayers.  Section  10,  Philip  Melrose,  H.  J.  Hakes,  J.  S. 
Hakes,  S.  Ellis  and  A.  Parker.  Section  11,  J.  S.  Hakes  and  Cornelius  Silver- 

nail.  Section  12,  J.  T.  Crandall,  R.  T.  Hakes,  E.  H.  Crandall, - Adams, 

C.  Cooper,  E.  W.  Cartright.  The  East  Pepin  postoffice  was  located  in  the 
western  part  of  this  section.  Section  13,  A.  Cooper  and  A.  Day.  Section  14, 
George  Lawrence,  J.  Bennett,  C.  Bennett,  John  Murman,  E.  Cartright 
and  A.  Cooper.  Section  15,  H.  Murman  and  C.  Raneberg.  Section  16,  J.  T. 
Sherman.  Section  17,  P.  S.  Drew,  S.  Wagoner  and  T.  Roetter.  Section  18. 
I.  S.  Drury,  S.  Yoder  and  A.  Morrison.  Section  20,  M.  Frietick,  A.  Trieser 
and  C.  Holstein.  Section  21,  W.  Dreysse.  Section  22,  G.  Raneberger  and 
A.  Rohrschieb.  Section  23,  G.  Gephardt,  A.  Rohrschieb  and  Casper  Dance. 
Section  24,  J.  D.  Silvernail,  A.  Day,  G.  Beldin,  John  Barnum,  T.  Elliott  and 
A.  D.  Silvernail.  Section  25,  Cornelius  Silvernail  and  T.  Elliott.  Sec¬ 
tion  26,  Jerry  Crandall,  George  Lamb  and  E.  Lamb.  Section  27,  Mike 
Olbert  and  B.  Heiland.  Section  28,  E.  Roetter,  H.  Dreysse,  Mike  Olbert 
and  L.  Roetter.  Section  29,  J.  Machmeier,  M.  Brieder,  C.  Schriner,  G. 
Thallacker,  E.  Roetter.  Section  30,  M.  Brieder,  J.  Machmeier,  H.  Mach¬ 
meier.  Section  31,  E.  Nicholson,  S.  Gueldner,  F.  Dance,  J.  Machmeier, 
H.  Bruim  and  Brown  &  Caine.  Section  32,  M.  Machmeier,  J.  Machmeier, 
Mike  Olbert,  H.  Bruim,  C.  Schriner,  Louis  Guildner,  L.  Veder  and  C. 
Schriner.  Section  33,  C.  Schriner,  J.  Werlein  and  C.  Pabst.  Section  34, 
A.  Simpson,  T.  Parkinson,  F.  Rosenthal,  C.  Pabst  and  William  Kruger. 
Section  35,  G.  Lamb,  E.  B.  Gifford  and  Fred  Ide.  Section  36,  G.  Lamb, 
G.  L.  Homes,  E.  Holmes,  Frederick  Ide  and  A.  O.  Perkins. 

In  1913  many  of  these  men  or  their  families  still  owned  land  in  the 
same  sections  as  in  1878,  as  follows:  Section  1,  Adrian  Smith,  W.  Van 
Court  and  H.  Crandall.  Section  2,  Jane  and  William  Melrose.  Section  3, 
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William  Melrose.  Section  4,  Uriah  Cowell  and  Mary  J.  Davidson.  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  George  Brill  and  Rebecca  Turner.  Section  10,  E.  D.  Hakes,  J.  Mel¬ 
rose,  Sam  Ellis  and  William  A.  Parker.  Section  12,  S.  J.  Cooper.  Section 
13,  John  Day  and  Alice  Day.  Section  14,  Myro  Lawrence,  F.  Lawrence, 
John  Murman  and  Charles  Silvernail.  Section  15,  Hy  Murman.  Section 
20,  Alvin  Holstein.  Section  21,  William  Dreysse.  Section  22,  Mrs.  A. 
Rohrschieb.  Section  24,  B.  S.  Lockwood.  Section  27,  Mike  Olbert.  Sec¬ 
tion  28,  Emil  Roetter,  Hy.  Dreyser,  William  Dreyser  and  Mike  Olbert. 
Section  29,  A.  Schriner,  F.  Schriner,  L.  H.  Machmeier,  Emil  Roetter  and 
M.  Brieder.  Section  30,  L.  H.  Machmeier.  Section  31,  Fred  Guildner,  L. 
Guildner,  Frank  Guildner  and  A.  L.  Nichols.  Section  32,  Louis  Guildner, 
Fred  Schriner  and  Aug.  Schriner.  Section  33,  Charles  Pabst  and  J.  P. 
Werlein.  Section  34,  C.  Kruger  and  Fred  Rosenthal.  Section  36,  Ernst 
Holmes. 

The  first  chairman  of  the  township  was  Hiram  •  Turner,  who  came 
from  the  state  of  Maine  and  settled  in  the  township  in  1855.  He  served 
eight  years.  Jerome  Garland  was  the  first  town  clerk.  The  present  town  ‘ 
officers  are:  W.  A.  Parker,  chairman;  Joseph  Hoover  and  Henry  Staub, 
supervisors;  Louis  Thalacker,  clerk;  Louis  Machmeier,  treasurer,  and 
John  Goss,  assessor. 

The  town  has  a  well  located  town  hall  and  six  schoolhouses. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


CHAPTER  XXII 


BUFFALO  COUNTY  WAR  WORK 

Buffalo  county,  like  the  other  counties  of  the  state  and  nation,  did  its 
share  in  the  great  World  War. 

That  the  work  of  the  state  in  this  respect  may  not  be  forgotten,  the 
Governor  has  appointed  in  each  county  a  war  records  commission.  The 
work  of  this  commission  in  Buffalo  county  is  not  yet  completed,  as  the 
facts  concerning  the  service  of  the  men  who  went  from  this  county  are 
not  yet  available. 

Some  of  the  work,  however,  has  already  been  completed.  The  Buffalo 
County  War  History  Committee  consists  of  C.  W.  Dodge  (chairman),  Mon- 
dovi;  Alma  Bridgman  (secretary),  Mondovi;  Theodore  Beuhler  and  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Saby,  city  of  Alma;  John  Accola,  town  of  Alma;  Judge  Martin  Fugina, 
Fountain  City;  J.  D.  Tiffany,  town  of  Canton;  Ole  Wick,  town  of  Mondovi; 
Carl  Cook,  town  of  Dover;  James  Allison,  town  of  Maxville;  Rev.  Traul- 
man,  town  of  Montana;  Nic.  Weinandy,  town  of  Belvidere;  F.  A.  Risser, 
town  of  Buffalo ;  William  Shaub,  town  of  Lincoln ;  Belva  Rohrer,  village  of 
Cochrane;  Harlan  Seyforth,  town  of  Naples;  Harry  Hallock,  town  of 
Nelson. 

The  Council  of  Defense  maintained  a  most  admirable  organization 
throughout  the  war.  It  was  made  up  as  follows:  Chairman,  Edwin  F. 
Ganz;  secretary,  Theodore  Beuhler,  Jr.;  treasurer,  T.  S.  Saby;  executive 
committee,  S.  G.  Gilman  (chairman),  Nic.  Weinandy,  E.  F.  Ganz,  G.  M. 
Rohrer  and  Theodore  Buehler. 

Committee  chairmen ;  Agriculture,  James  Dillon ;  labor,  Charles  A. 
Kirchner ;  manufacturers,  C.  J.  Sund ;  general  business,  Gottlieb  M.  Rohrer ; 
transportation,  Martin  L.  Fugina;  banking,  D.  A.  Whelan;  press,  Walter 

L.  Houser;  patriotic  organizations,  Edmund  Giebel;  women’s  work,  Mrs. 

M.  C.  Fisher;  physicians,  Dr.  J.  S.  Tenney;  education,  H.  J.  Niehaus;  child 
welfare,  Mrs.  Jessie  Dillon ;  at-large,  Andrew  Robinson,  Michael  Hogan, 
G.  W.  Davie,  James  Allison  and  Nic.  Weinandy. 

The  Buffalo  County  Exemption  Board  was  made  up  as  follows:  Chair¬ 
man,  John  Miller  (the  sheriff  is  chairman  by  law;  Albert  Anderson  was 
chairman  during  the  war) ;  secretary,  John  Meili ;  E.  F.  Ganz,  Otto 
Oehsner,  Fred  J.  Bohri,  P.  B.  Amundson  and  J.  U.  Luetscher. 

Valentine  Thoeny  served  as  federal  food  administrator,  the  local  food 
administrators  being  Lawrence  Tritsch  and  L.  A.  Merritt.  The  county  fuel 
administrator  was  A.  L.  O’Mera,  while  the  local  administrators  were  J.  A. 
Ganz  and  Charles  A.  Kirchner. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  men  inducted  into  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  their  home  address,  the  date  of  induction 
and  the  camp  to  which  sent: 

September  5,  1917,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois— Orrin  A.  Fried,  Fountain 
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City;  Hugh  W.  Trobridge,  Mqndovi;  James  E.  Bunbert,  Gilmanton;  Dan- 
ford  C.  Loomis,  Gilmanton;  Harry  C.  Helwig,  Mondovi;  Christ  B.  Ness, 
Nelson. 

September  21,  1917,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Nic.  M.  Handon,  Wau- 
mandee;  Bert  Smeltzer,  Nelson;  Louis  Larson,  Mondovi;  Henry  Markey, 
Jr.,  Nelson;  Alfred  C.  Hanck,  Fountain  City;  Ben.  Haney,  Fountain  City; 
Clarence  Henderson,  Nelson ;  James  Saxe,  Mondovi  (discharged) ;  Robert 
Schumacker,  Durand ;  Harry  C.  Benjamin,  Nelson  (discharged) ;  Edward 
Duncanson,  Mondovi ;  Walter  Kindschy,  Waumandee ;  Minor  C.  Shaw,  Gil¬ 
manton  ;  Henry  O.  Harschlip,  Gilmanton ;  Henry  H.  Switzenberg,  Mondovi ; 
Archie  L.  Hurtley,  Mondovi;  William  J.  Zeichert,  Fountain  City;  Emil  O. 
Schwanke,  Waumandee;  William  J.  Schultz,  Gilmanton;  Albert  Steen, 
Durand;  George  J.  Burmeister,  Cochrane;  Romeo  J.  Homung,  Alma  (dis¬ 
charged)  ;  Arthur  J.  Feuling,  Fountain  City ;  Theodore  Lamo,  Durand ; 
Lloyd  A.  White,  Mondovi;  Christ  M.  George,  Arcadia;  Albert  H.  Zillmer, 
Mondovi ;  Paul  W.  C.  Reglin,  Cochrane ;  Frank  J.  Bliesner,  Cochrane ;  John 
J.  R.  Fetting,  Cochrane;  Emil  J.  Frie,  Fountain  City;  Dwight  Reidt,  Gil¬ 
manton;  Norman  J.  Buchmiller,  Alma;  Joseph  Heller,  Alma,  R.  4;  John 
W.  Fluegel,  Gilmanton ;  Elmer  F.  Heck,  Mondovi ;  Melvin  A.  Hanson,  Mon¬ 
dovi;  Ralph  L.  Wright,  Mondovi;  Emil  Fluke,  Gilmanton;  Joe  Desper, 
Alma;  Arthur  W.  Koepp,  Mondovi;  Andrew  Fernholz,  Arcadia;  Reid  H. 
Kenyon,  Mondovi;  Harry  J.  Peters,  Mondovi;  Arnold  Koepp,  Mondovi; 
Hubert  L.  Otto,  Modena;  August  Loesel,  Alma. 

Ocotber  5,  1917,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Albert  W.  Staack,  Cochrane; 
Albert  H.  Zillmer,  Mondovi;  Roy  Rouser,  Nelson;  Robert  Fede,  Mondovi; 
Vernon  Saxe,  Mondovi;  Harry  Dillon,  Mondovi;  Henry  C.  Weltzien, 
Arcadia;  Andy  T.  Dahl,  Nelson;  Alvin  C.  Johnson,  Modena;  Fred  Stuber, 
Fountain  City;  Joseph  F.  Frommelt,  Nelson;  Amos  0.  Paulson,  Mondovi; 
Ole  Nelson,  Alma;  William  D.  Nething,  Waumandee;  Anton  Moe,  Mondovi 
(discharged);  Alvin  E.  Thompson,  Nelson;  Fred  W.  Hansmann,  Alma; 
Fred  P.  Dascher,  Waumandee;  Herman  August  Siefert,  Nelson;  Joseph 
Brecht,  Gilmanton  (discharged) ;  Alvin  T.  Strommen,  Mondovi ;  Christ 
Jacklin,  Fountain  City;  Albert  G.  Strommen,  Mondovi;  Zeno  J.  Canar, 
Mondovi ;  Wayne  Canar,  Mondovi ;  John  Werrel,  Mondovi ;  Arthur  J.  Wolf, 
Fountain  City. 

December  3,  1917,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Leo  W.  Canar,  Mondovi; 
Harry  J.  Fleischaurer,  Mondovi ;  Fred  J.  Krug,  Fountain  City ;  Norman  W. 
Fink,  Alma  (discharged) ;  Frank  J.  Klopotek,  Arcadia ;  Frank  Ristow, 
Nelson. 

February  20,  1918,  Vancouver  Barracks,  Vancouver,  Washington — 
Frank  M.  Noll,  Alma;  Frank  A.  Trirsch,  Alma. 

February  28,  1918,  Vancouver  Barracks,  Vancouver,  Washington — 
Alfred  Ender,  Alma ;  James  M.  Hurlburt,  Nelson. 

March  2,  1918,  Camp  Sevier,  Greenville,  South  Carolina — Irvin  D. 
Mueller,  Alma. 

March  18,  1918,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri — Leonard^  W.  Witte, 
Fountain.  City. 

March  28,  1918,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Laveme  Forrest,  Gilmanton; 
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Wallace  J.  Landry,  Gilmanton;  Herman  J.  Eberhardt,  Fountain  City;  Emil 

L.  Silverness,  Mondovi;  Peter  Jost,  Mondovi;  Elvin  B.  Urness,  Mondovi; 
John  G.  Fromelt,  Nelson;  Allen  Gantenbein,  Alma;  Walter  F.  Schultz, 
Cochrane;  Charles  V.  La  Duke,  Gilmanton. 

April  3,  1918,  Medical  Officers’  Training  Camp,  Ft.  Oglethorpe,  Georgia 
— Thomas  G.  Farley,  Fountain  City. 

April  3,  1918,  Ft.  Worden,  Washington — Charles  J.  Werrell,  Mondovi; 
George  A.  Henteges,  Fountain  City;  William  J.  Rud,  Alma;  Tom  I.  Brom- 
mer,  Nelson;  Romey  Becker,  Mondovi;  Frank  P.  Ciszak,  Independence; 
Selmer  J.  Hillestad,  Nelson ;  Oliver  A.  Keller,  Cochrane ;  Theodore  F.  Hag- 
ness,  Durand ;  Christian  Sather,  Mondovi ;  Otto  Becker,  Mondovi ;  Oscar  T. 
Flakoy,  Durand;  Henry  B.  Moy,  Mondovi;  Plina  Kappus,  Nelson;  John 
Mahlum,  Modena ;  Raymond  G.  Everett,  Waumandee ;  Joseph  Mrozek, 
Fountain  City;  Herman  J.  Markey,  Nelson;  Richard  G.  Plank,  Alma; 
Leonard  Lietha,  Cochrane;  Walter  F.  Capps,  Alma;  Henry  O.  Halberg, 
Mondovi;  Richard  Spies,  Nelson;  Thomas  Lee,  Mondovi;  Patrick  G.  Canar, 
Mondovi;  Tholie  A.  Haganess,  Gilmanton. 

April  14,  1918,  Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky — Henry  C.  Ford, 
Nelson. 

April  25,  1918,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Walter  A.  Huebsch,  Cochrane; 
Erwin  E.  Huebsch,  Waumandee ;  Clarence  Herman,  Durand ;  Leander  Piel, 
Fountain  City;  Herman  Erickson,  Gilmanton;  Alvin  M.  Larson,  Gilmanton; 
Thomas  Moe,  Mondovi;  Alfred  J.  Flakoy,  Durand;  La  Vernon  Adams,  Nel¬ 
son;  Stephen  Malszyzki,  Fountain  City;  Edwin  Mueller,  Alma;  Franklin 
W.  Gahnz,  Cochrane;  Roy  Kent,  Gilmanton;  Raymond  E.  Loesel,  Alma; 
Vigo  T.  Nelson,  Cochrane ;  Clarence  Everson . ;  Nels  A.  Silver¬ 

ness,  Mondovi ;  Clarence  Olson,  Mondovi ;  Walter  K.  Rupp,  Alma ;  Henry  F. 
Schlag,  Arcadia;  Leslie  Nyre,  Mondovi;  Alfred  G.  Skovbroten,  Mondovi; 
Joseph  Venus,  Jr.,  Waumandee;  William  A.  Gluesing,  Gilmanton;  Paul 
Cabell,  Independence;  Fred  C.  Wild,  Fountain  City;  Charles  W.  Hammen, 
Fountain  City;  Earl  C.  Harry,  Alma;  Roscoe  E.  Broadfoot,  Mondovi;  Olaf 

M.  Mikelson,  Nelson. 

May  4,  1918,  Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio — Felix  J.  Sula,  Fountain  City; 
Edwin  Reinhardt,  Nelson  (discharged)  ;  Thomas  H.  Bickesl,  Fountain 
City;  Ralph  W.  Goss,  Alma;  Samuel  A.  Marsolek,  Waumandee;  Oliver 
Thompson,  Mondovi;  Henry  E.  Burns,  Gilmanton;  Earl  J.  Whiteker,  Nel¬ 
son  ;  Harlie  E.  Powell,  Mondovi ;  Arthur  Hartman,  Alma ;  Rex  E.  Claflin, 
Mondovi;  Peter  Peterson,  Mondovi;  George  W.  Larson,  Gilmanton;  Alvin 
A.  Hoch,  Alma;  Alfred  Thompson,  Mondovi;  William  R.  Fleming,  Mondovi; 
Alfred  R.  Haney,  Fountain  City;  John  Meier,  Alma. 

May  15,  1918,  East  Lansing,  Michigan — Carl  S.  Nelson,  Alma. 

May  17,  1918,  Laurel,  Maryland — Simon  C.  Richtman,  Fountain  City; 
William  Knaub,  Fountain  City. 

May  19,  1918,  Camp  Meade,  Maryland — Dan  Tracy,  Mondovi. 

May  24, 1918,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Christian  R.  Hanson,  Alma ;  Stew¬ 
art  S.  Huntgr,  Gilmanton ;  Reinhardt  G.  Heike,  Mondovi ;  Andy  Ward,  Mon¬ 
dovi;  Sigwald  A.  Dahl,  Mondovi;  Ole  A.  Larson,  Modena;  Claude  W. 
LaDuke,  Gilmanton;  Elmer  Larson,  Nelson;  Emil  Hermundson,  Nelson; 
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Earl  B.  Robinson,  Mondovi ;  John  E.  Klopotek,  Arcadia ;  Anton  Busch,  Nel¬ 
son;  Emmett  Tierney,  Waumandee;  John  Peterson,  Mondovi;  Lawrence  J. 
Ness,  Nelson;  Vilas  E.  Mikelson,  Mondovi;  John  Schumacher,  Durand; 
Fred  A.  Drakow,  Arcadia;  August  Fidi,  Mondovi;  Clyde  Shaw,  Mondovi; 
Joseph  P.  Baecker,  Arcadia ;  Elmer  C.  Jardy,  Mondovi ;  Allen  Whelan,  Mon¬ 
dovi;  Merton  H.  Colby,  Mondovi;  Herman  Gaursche,  Nelson;  Jess  Hays, 
Mondovi;  John  H.  Hopf,  Nelson  (discharged) ;  Jacob  Fostmeier,  Mondovi; 
Edward  Wirth,  Nelson;  William  Warburton,  Fountain  City;  Roy  Lehman, 
Alma;  Clarence  M.  Larson,  Mondovi;  Albert  R.  Schultz,  Modena;  Daniel 
Adank,  Cochrane ;  Albert  G.  Peterson,  Nelson ;  Leonard  Johnson,  Mondovi ; 
Irvin  Grass,  Gilmanton ;  Albert  Skildum,  Mondovi ;  Frank  Guenzler,  Alma ; 
Irvin  A.  Schultz,  Cochrane;  Ferris  F.  Otis,  Mondovi;  Robert  L.  Kuenzli, 
Gilmanton ;  John  R.  Lindrud,  Cochrane ;  Oscar  F.  Tanz,  Mondovi ;  Clarence 
A.  Ruf,  Gilmanton ;  Lee  F.  Owen,  Durand ;  Bennie  Rudy,  Gilmanton ;  Harry 
A.  Walter,  Cochrane;  Martin  J.  Earney,  Cochrane;  Louis  Herbe,  Jr., 
Modena ;  Arthur  G.  Falkenberg,  Alma ;  John  A.  Grass,  Fountain  City ;  John 
J.  Thoeny,  Alma;  Walter  B.  Senty,  Waumandee;  Harley  H.  Lawrence, 
Cochrane;  Theodore  C.  Eikanp,  Cochrane;  Romeo  J.  Probst,  Cochrane; 
Emil  A.  Hillman,  Alma;  Edward  C.  Eide,  Modena;  Ernst  E.  Steinke,  Gil¬ 
manton;  Ehrist  Breun,  Mondovi;  Isaac  Everson,  Independence. 

June  15,  1918,  Madison,  Wisconsin — Albert  Farner,  Cochrane;  Ferdi¬ 
nand  H.  Wilk,  Mondovi. 

June  25,  1918,  Ft.  Riley,  Kansas — Alexander  Frederickson,  Mondovi; 
Charles  Uhlig,  Mondovi;  Gustav  A.  Gleiter,  Alma. 

June  30,  1918,  Chicago,  Illinois — F.  Harry  Kindschy,  Waumandee. 

July  5,  1918,  Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio — Luvin  E.  Burns,  Gilmanton; 
Norman  B.  Herold,  Cochrane  (discharged) ;  Frank  L.  Fleishauer,  Mondovi; 
William  H.  Brown,  Durand ;  William  A.  Hauettel,  Arcadia ;  Charles  A.  Ruf, 
Gilmanton;  Peter  Merchalwitz,  Fountain  City;  Guy  T.  Brotzman,  Durand 
(discharged) ;  Henry  W.  Aasen,  Nelson. 

July  14,  1918,  Valparaiso,  Indiana — Jacob  Flury,  Jr.,  Waumandee; 
Silvester  Falkner,  Durand. 

July  14,  1918,  Chicago,  Illinois — Leonhard  Fried,  Fountain  City. 

July  15,  1918,  Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio — Lawrence  A.  Solberg,  Mon¬ 
dovi  ;  John  E.  Johnson,  Durand  (discharged) ;  Clifford  E.  Sippy,  Alma ; 
Henry  G.  Gunderson,  Mondovi ;  Albert  E.  Schreiber,  Arcadia ;  Russell  Cran¬ 
dall,  Mondovi;  Bennie  Erickson,  Mondovi;  Hermann  0.  Erickson,  Gil¬ 
manton. 

July  23,  1918,  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia — Otis  H.  Urness,  Mondovi; 
William  F.  Falkenberg,  Alma. 

August  1,  1918,  Syracuse,  New  York — Emil  A.  Seeling,  Fountain  City. 
August  2, 1918,  Camp  Zackary  Taylor,  Kentucky — Glee  Crandell,  Mon¬ 
dovi  ;  Ed.  G.  Dablestein,  Arcadia ;  Arthur  Dienger,  Alma ;  Arthur  F.  Giese, 
Alma;  Sam  Gleiter,  Alma;  Alexander  Gruber,  Durand;  Edwin  Haigh, 
Alma ;  Edwin  E.  Heller,  Alma ;  Ruben  Herold,  Alma  (discharged) ;  Oscar 
G.  Hill,  Nelson ;  Rube  Krueger,  Gilmanton ;  Henry  Lambert,  Fountain  City ; 
John  Marum,  Modena;  Chester  Mosn,  Alma;  George  C.  Plank,  Cochrane; 
Sever  Risen,  Mondovi;  Selmer  Lee,  Durand;  Herman  J.  Stuber,  Fountain 
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City;  Reuben  Tuttle,  Gilmanton;  Alfred  P.  Wolfe,  Fountain  City;  William 
Youngbauer,  Alma. 

August  7,  1918,  Camp  Shelby,  Mississippi — Andy  C.  Sande,  Nelson; 
Edward  L.  Ristow,  Nelson  (discharged) ;  Clarence  B.  Gray,  Eleva. 

August  7,  1918,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri — Albert  Matszko, 
Arcadia;  Arthur  Hagen,  Mondovi. 

August  14,  1918,  Iowa  City,  Iowa — Eugene  F.  Paul,  Alma;  Orville 
Fetting,  Cochrane. 

August  14,  1918,  Indianapolis,  Indiana — Larry  J.  Kennedy,  Nelson; 
Clarence  F.  Kohlhopp,  Alma. 

August  14,  1918,  Peoria,  Illinois — Jay  A.  Ganz,  Alma;  Russell  P.  Tur- 
ton,  Alma ;  Russell  H.  Smith,  Alma ;  Everett  J.  Gibson,  Durand. 

August  14,  1918,  Beloit,  Wisconsin — Clay  G.  Knowles,  Mondovi. 
August  14,  1918,  Kansas  City,  Kansas — Henry  E.  Hermundson,  Nel¬ 
son  ;  Arthur  C.  Passow,  Alma ;  Herbert  F.  Ibach,  Alma ;  Elmer  J.  Rohrer, 
Cochrane;  Edwin  E.  Duehn,  Alma;  Nels  Fuher,  Nelson;  Edward  C.  Hopf, 
Nelson;  Christ  E.  Norby,  Mondovi;  Russell  E.  White,  Mondovi;  Clarence 
Vollmer,  Alma;  Wayne  Adams,  Mondovi;  John  E.  Herold,  Cochrane;  Her¬ 
bert  Nogle,  Mondovi ;  Nely  Talle,  Mondovi ;  Warren  Geer,  Nelson ;  Ralph  N. 
Timm,  Nelson;  Walter  Helgoe,  Nelson;  George  Nehringer,  Fountain  City. 

August  30,  1918,  Camp  Sherman,  Ohio — Arthur  H.  Haste,  Alma; 
Adam  Smolkes,  Independence  (discharged). 

August  30,  1918,  Camp  Lewis,  Washington — John  A.  Hentges, 
Fountain  City  (discharged). 

August  30,  1918,  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa — George  L.  Pattison,  Mondovi; 
Stanley  B.  Lockwood,  Mondovi. 

September  3,  1918,  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia — Arthur  Farrington, 
Mondovi;  Albert  J.  Stellmacher,  Fountain  City;  West  F.  Baertsch, 
Fountain  City ;  Fred  Fluke,  Gilmanton. 

September  4,  1918,  Camp  Grant,  Illinois — Henry  A.  Odegard,  Mondovi ; 
Theodore  Blager,  Modena;  Henry  A.  Haldorson,  Mondovi;  Raymond  Lar¬ 
son,  Mondovi ;  Isaac  M.  Thompson,  Mondovi ;  Edward  R.  Miller,  Cochrane ; 
Otto  W.  Wild,  Fountain  City;  George  C.  Becker,  Cochrane;  Arthur  Biele- 
feldt,  Alma;  Elmer  E.  Beck,  Alma  (discharged) ;  Louis  S.  Stewart,  Durand; 
Arno  Uhlig,  Mondovi;  Erick  A.  Larson,  Modena;  Inbert  Peterson,  Gil¬ 
manton  ;  Oscar  Winsand,  Independence ;  John  M.  Thorson,  Mondovi ;  Roy  C. 
Kindschy,  Waumandee. 

September  30,  1918,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri — Adolph  A.  Grenie, 
Alma  (discharged) ;  John  M.  Gumbert,  Gilmanton. 

October  15,  1918,  Beloit,  Wisconsin — Clarence  Koepp,  Mondovi;  Alex¬ 
ander  O.  Michaels,  Cochrane. 

October  15,  1918,  Madison,  Wisconsin — Casper  E.  Kappus,  Mondovi; 
Leonard  Wilson,  Mondovi;  Ralph  C.  Hubbard,  Mondovi;  Seth  E.  Holmes, 
Mondovi. 

October  21,  1918,  Jackson  Barracks,  Louisiana — Jacob  B.  Johnson,  Gil¬ 
manton  ;  Frank  A.  Bower,  Modena  (discharged) ;  Roy  H.  Baechler,  Fountain 
City ;  Victor  F.  Goss,  Mondovi ;  Oscar  J.  Ronnie,  Mondovi ;  Emil  Auer,  Nel- 
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son ;  Walter  J.  Dierauer,  Alma ;  Stanley  V.  Goss,  Mondovi ;  Edward  Boland, 
Arcadia. 

October  22,  1918,  Camp  Shelvy,  Mississippi — John  Sikerski,  Fountain 
City;  Loren  D.  Borst,  Mondovi;  Theodore  Reinhardt,  Nelson;  Schuyler 
Ellenberger,  Mondovi;  Arthur  Newman,  Arcadia  (discharged);  Elliot  D. 
Stewart,  Durand ;  Alfred  Christopherson,  Modena  (discharged) ;  Harry  A. 
Brandt,  Fountain  City;  Alfred  Abts,  Fountain  City;  William  A.  Conrad, 
Alma ;  Elmer  Herold,  Alma ;  August  Eachnel,  Nelson ;  Joseph  Maier,  Alma ; 
Lenwick  Johnson,  Modena;  Johnnie  Johnson,  Nelson;  Harold  M.  Brocket, 
Durand;  Myron  Steele,  Mondovi;  Julius  H.  Voght,  Nelson;  Reinhold 
Mueller,  Alma;  Charles  N.  Beck,  Fountain  City;  Carl  Patzner,  Fountain 
City;  Harry  Breidung,  Nelson;  Louis  Raaum,  Modena;  Russel  L.  Labounty, 
Alma;  Benjamin  Bielefeldt,  Cochrane;  Colin  Coulter,  Fountain  City;  Hib¬ 
bard  L.  Naby,  Mondovi  (discharged)  ;  Freddie  A.  Lunderville,  Mondovi 
(discharged). 

Men  enlisted  and  placed  in  Class  V  “D” — Lloyd  Schomp,  Alma  (dis¬ 
charged)  ;  Grover  C.  Hurlburt,  Durand;  Elmer  Serum,  Durand;  Cleveland 
R.  Baertsch,  Fountain  City;  Stephen  A.  Blum,  Mondovi;  Louis  H.  Giesen, 
Fountain  City;  Blaine  Ellenberger,  Mondovi;  Lafayette  Bress,  Durand; 
Robert  R.  Ganrenbein,  Alma;  Glenn  V.  Pierce,  Mondovi;  Charles  B.  Curtis, 
Mondovi;  Herman  F.  Veraguth,  Fountain  City  (died  in  camp) ;  Merrill  F. 
Brobst,  Mondovi ;  Alfred  T.  Lee,  Mondovi ;  Herman  J.  Dingfelder,  Fountain 
City;  Harold  O.  Silverness,  Independence;  Richard  Haigh,  Alma;  Levere 
Cody,  Gilmanton ;  Harold  C.  Parish,  Mondovi ;  Emil  Buehler,  Alma ;  Clifford 
G.  Mathye,  Mondovi;  George  A.  Johnson,  Alma;  Herman  Smith,  Durand; 
Peter  J.  Jungen,  Waumandee;  Wallace  F.  Huber,  Fountain  City;  Rudolph 
G.  Faulds,  Alma;  Alexander  C.  Prussing,  Fountain  City;  George  P. 
Ruediger,  Fountain  City;  Lynn  W.  Howard,  Mondovi;  John  Gallus,  Inde¬ 
pendence  ;  Robert  G.  Humphry,  Mondovi ;  Harry  N.  French,  Mondovi ;  Hil¬ 
bert  F.  Roettiger,  Fountain  City;  Lyle  A.  Howard,  Mondovi;  George  W. 
Scott,  Nelson;  Carl  D.  Lee,  Mondovi;  George  C.  Ender,  Nelson;  Fred 
Hughly,  Nelson ;  Lambert  Orbon,  Gilmanton ;  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Mondovi ; 
Carl  E.  Barstow,  Mondovi ;  Oscar  E.  Bidney,  Independence ;  Emil  A.  Martin, 
Fountain  City;  Louis  McQuiston,  Nelson;  Alfred  C.  Wunderlich,  Fountain 
City;  George  N.  Breen,  Durand;  William  Rose,  Gilmanton;  Harry  E.  Mer¬ 
ritt,  Mondovi;  Merle  L.  Claflin,  Mondovi;  Frank  Sikorski,  Fountain  City; 
E.  Wallace  Evans,  Alma;  John  W.  Schmoker,  Jr.,  Fountain  City;  Emil 
Nething,  Waumandee ;  Rodney  Cooke,  Mondovi ;  Ralph  S.  Warner,  Durand ; 
Jacob  P.  Lee,  Mondovi ;  Carl  E.  Heitman,  Fountain  City ;  John  P.  Batablia, 
Alma. 
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